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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  distance  of  the  period  at  wliich  Dr.  Russell  closed  his 
History,  would  naturally  excite,  among  his  readers,  a  wish  for  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  work ;  and  that  desire,  it  might  be  supposed,  would 
be  invigorated  by  the  extraordinary  importance  of  many  of  the  events 
and  transactions  of  recent  times.  The  difficulty  of  compressing,  with- 
in the  narrow  limits  of  one  volume,  the  History  of  Modern  Europe  for 
thirty-nine  years,  did  not  deter  me  from  undertaking  the  task.  It 
cannot  be  expected  that  an  exact  uniformity  should  prevail  between  the 
continuation  and  the  preceding  work ;  for  such  an  idea  would  border 
on  the  visionary  doctrine  of  the  Metampsychosis  or  transmigration  of 
souls.  Such  a  general  resemblance,  in  sentiment,  manner  and  ar- 
rangement, as  may  not  exclude  particular  discrepancy  or  occasional 
variance,  will  be  sufficient  for  every  reasonable  purpose. 
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MODERN    EUROPE. 


PART  III. 


FROM  THE  PEACE  OF  PARIS,  IN  1763,  TO  THE  PEACE  OF  AMIENS, 

IN  1802. 


LETTER  I. 


J  general  Vieiv  of  the  Affairs  and  Politics  of  the  JFestern  Di- 
vision of  the  European  Continent^  from  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
to  the  Close  of  the  Reign  of  Louis  XV, 

THE  grand  outlines  of  human  nature,  my  dear  son,  are 
nearly  the  same  in  all  as^es  and  nations.  But  the  lights  and 
shades  of  the  picture  vary  considerably  at  different  periods  and 
in  distant  regions.  The  political  scenes  of  one  division  of  the 
globe  exhibit  aspects  very  diflerent  from  those  which  are  pre- 
sented in  another  part  of  the  world  ;  and  modern  history  ma- 
terially differs  from  that  of  ancient  times.  It  bears  a  less  ab- 
stract and  more  relative  form  ;  and  the  feelings  of  the  actors 
who  pass  in  review  before  us  are  more  in  unison  with  our  own 
sensations. 

A  respite  from  war  was  more  urgently  required  by  the  finan- 
cial distresses  of  France,  and  the  disorders  of  her  government, 
than  by  any  embarrassment  in  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain. 
Louis  XV.,  therefore,  considered  peace  as  a  desirable  acquisi- 
tion ;  and  he  had  no  wish  to  break  off  the  negotiation,  when  he 
found  the  British  cabinet  so  ready  to  smooth  the  way  by  con- 
cession. Soon  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  while  he  was 
immersed  in  sensual  pleasures,  he  was  involved  in  a  new  con- 
test '.vith  some  of  the  parliaments  of  his  kingdom,  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  those  taxes  which  tlie  war  liad  rendered  necessary  or  ex- 
pedient. When  he  had  ordered  the  continuance  of  several  im- 
posts which  had  been  professedly  confined  to  the  duration  of  the 
war,  and  had  also  demanded  new  contributions,  the  parliament 
of  Paris  remonstrated  at^ainst  these  exactions  :  that  of  Rouen 
declared,  that  no  tax  could  justly  be  imposed  on  the  people  of 
Normandy  by  any  other  authority  than  that  of  the  three  estates; 
and  from  Toulouse,  Bourdeaux,  Grenoble,  and  other  provincial 
capitals,  similar  remonstrances  were  sent  to  the  throne.  The 
dukeFitz-James,  governor  of  Lanj^uedoc,  punished  the  unyield- 
ing spirit  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  parliament  of  Tou- 
louse by  restrictions  of  their  personal  liberty,  which  so  incensed 
the  majority,  that  a  vote  passed  for  his  imprisonment.  After 
warm  debates  at  a  meeting  of  the  nobles  in  Paris,  the  oft'ensive 
vote  was  annulled. 

In  this  contest,  the  people  encouraged  the  zeal  of  the  mem- 
bers, because  they  considered  them  as  patriots.  For  a  different 
reason,  the  duke  de  Choiseul,  the  chief  minister  of  Louis,  se- 
cretly supported  them  against  his  sovereign,  whom  he  wished 
to  intimidate,  by  these  and  other  arts,  into  an  adherence  to  the 
league  with  the  house  of  Austria,  and  a  subserviency  to  that 
domineering  family. 

While  the  marchioness  de  Pompadour  lived,  the  aspiring 
duke  had  not  that  paramount  influence  at  court  which  he  wish- 
.  „^ .  ed  to  enjoy.     The  death  of  that  intriguing  favou- 
*  rite  was,  therefore,  an  agreeable  event  to  the  minis- 
ter ;  but  it  did  not  appear,  though  it  was  openly  asserted,  that 
she  had  been  poisoned  at  his  instigation. 

Like  Charles  II.  of  England,  Louis  was  immoderately  and 
disgracefully  addicted  to  amorous  gratifications.  Like  that 
prince,  he  was  too  frequently  governed  by  females;  and,  amidst 
the  indulgence  of  a  gross  appetite,  he  forgot  the  duties  of  a 
king,  and  neglected  the  interest  of  his  county.  Influenced  by 
the  dissolute  and  corrupt  marchioness,  he  had  concluded  an  im- 
politic treaty,  and  had  thrown  himself  into  the  arms  of  Austria. 
His  inclinations  were  good,  and  he  was  not  destitute  of  sense 
or  judgment;  but  he  had  not  the  spirit  to  follow  the  suggestions 
of  his  own  mind  or  the  dictates  of  his  own  heart.  He  was  hur- 
ried into  acts  of  folly,  rapacity,  and  tyranny  :  he  connived  at 
flagrant  abuses  in  every  department  of  state,  and  multiplied  the 
grievances  of  a  people  by  whom  he  w  as  formerly  beloved. 

His  son  (of  the  same  name)  was  a  prince  of  a  more  manly 
spirit,  and  of  a  more  respectable  character.  He  lamented  the 
king's  weakness,  and  opposed  the  misgovernment  of  the  realm, 
as  far  as  his  situation  and  circumstances  would  allow.  He  was 
unable,  however,  to  check  the  career  of  courtly  profligacy  or 
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ministerial  misconduct ;  and  his  efforts  only  served  to  render 
him  odious  to  the  prevailing  parly. 

The  cause  of  the  Jesuits  had  been  favoured  l^y  the  dauphin, 
who  diought  that  they  were  unjustly  persecuted.  Undoubtedly, 
that  order  of  ecclesiastics  had  a  greater  share  of  learning  than 
the  generality  of  their  brethren  possessed  ;  and  many  of  them 
had  evinced  political  ability,  but  their  intriguing  spirit,  and 
their  pernicious  principles,  gradually  ruined  their  credit,  and 
at  length  deprived  them  of  the  go(id  opinion  of  mankind.  The 
prince  wished  for  a  reform  rather  than  an  extinction  of  the  so- 
ciety; but  the  former  course  was  perhaps  impracticable. 

After  the  dissolution  of  this  con^munity  in  France^  the  par- 
liaments of  the  realm  zealously  prosecuted  their  exerfons  for 
the  repression  of  the  tyranny  of  their  misguided  sovereign. 
That  of  Paris  evinced  great  firmness,  and  supported  the  m.tgi- 
stracy  of  Rennes,  or  the  Breton  parliament,  in  a  contest  .•.  hich 
inflamed  the  zeal  of  party.  Choiseul  had  encouraged  the  litter 
to  attack  his  powerful  adversary,  the  duke  d'Aguiilon,  .vho  was 
accused  by  M.  de  la  Chalotais  and  his  son  of  rapacity  and  other 
acts  of  delinquency,  committed  in  his  administration  of  Bre- 
tagne.  The  two  accusers  were  sent  to  prison  by  ^^  1765 
the  advice  of  the  duke  de  la  Vrilliere,  who,  though 
a  member  of  the  cabinet,  did  not  in  this  business  concur  with 
Choiseul.  The  king  ordered  three  commissioners  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  cause;  but  the  Parisian  magistracy  so  strongly 
remonstrated  against  the  appointment  of  these  delegates,  whose 
characters  were  not  the  most  honourable,  that  the  coii.rtussion 
was  revoked,  and  the  affair  left  to  the  decision  of  the  parliarr^ent. 
That  body  being  garbled,  the  remaining  members  disputed  its 
competency;  and  the  inquiry  was  suspended. 

Amidst  these  occurrences,  the  dauphin,  whose  health  had  been 
for  some  years  declining,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  six  years. 
His  wife,  a  princess  of  the  house  of  Saxony,  who  was  unfriend- 
ly to  the  administration  of  Choiseul,  did  not  survive  him  above 
fifteen  months.  The  duke  was  accused  by  his  enemies  of  hav- 
ing poisoned  both  these  obnoxious  personages  :  but  it  is  un- 
just to  suspect  him,  upon  mere  surmise,  of  such  infernal  atro- 
city. Even  those  who  disapprove  his  politics  are  not  bound  to 
give  credit  to  such  unsupported  rumours^ 

The  duke  impaired  his  interest  at  court,  and  also  ^    _    ,  -^z. 
J   1  •  1     •       II-  ^     \        ^    r  A.  D.  17oo. 

injured  his  popularity,  by  his  severe  treatment  ot 

general  Lally,  the  unfortunate  antagonist  of  colonel  Coote  in 

1  See  Part  II   Letter  XXXVI. 

2  M.  Soulavie  states  the  presumptions  for  and  against  these  stories  of  empoisoiinement; 
and  he  speaks  so  ambiguously  in  pretending  to  give  his  own  opinion,  th;U  tlie  reader  of  his 
jyKmoires  must  judge  for  himself,  without  the  bene^fit  of  this  writer's  sagacity. 
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India'.  This  gentleman  was  the  son  of  an  emij^rant  Irish  offi- 
cer, and  had  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy  ; 
but  his  ill  success  in  the  East,  and,  in  particular,  his  supposed 
misconduct  at  Pondicheri,  exposed  him  to  ihe  vehement  cen- 
sures of  the  French  India  comijany.  He  was  tried  by  the  par- 
liament of  Paris  for  havinj^  betrayed  the  interests  of  the  king 
and  the  company,  althout^h  L(juis  considered  that  court  as 
an  incompetent  tribunal  for  the  investic^ation  of  military  con- 
cerns and  aifairs  of  state.  Choiseul,  having  over-ruled  the 
king's  objections,  procured  the  condemnation  of  the  prisoner,  not 
for  any  sj)ecific  offence,  but  upon  a  geneial  charge  of  criminal 
misconducf*.  He  was  gagged  at  the  place  of  execution,  that  he 
might  not  inveigh  against  his  accusers,  or  expatiate  on  his  in- 
nocence. As  he  had  been  guilty  of  extortion  in  India,  three 
hundred  thousand  livres  were  deducted  from  the  great  mass  of 
his  property,  and  distributed  among  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
Pondicheri^ 

L(;uis  accused  Choiseul  of  having  misled  him  to  the  ruin  of 
an  officer  who  had  served  him  with  fidelity  and  zeal.  He  also 
suspected  the  duke  of  encouraging  the  parliaments  to  impugn 
his  authority,  and  the  philosophers  to  write  against  the  esta- 
blished system  of  government :  yet,  for  a  long  time,  he  had  not 
the  spirit  to  dismiss  him  into  the  obscurity  of  private  life. 

While  he  thus  suffered  a  foreigner  (for  the  duke  was  born  in 
Lorrain  before  it  became  a  French  province)  to  sway  him 
against  his  own  feelings  and  his  sense  of  propriety  and  policy, 

S  See  Part  II.  Letter  XXXIV. 

4  The  author  of  the  historical  part  of  the  Aunual  Register  (for  1760)  affirms,  that  it  was 
a  "  general  Hccumulative  charge,  in  which  treason  was  comprehended  :"  but  Voltaire  pro- 
perly observes,  that  the  accusation  was  not  intended  to  include  what  is  denominated  ia 
England  /ugh  treason,  and  in  France  lese  majcste. 

5  His  son,  Lally  Tolendal,  honoured  the  memory  of  the  general  by  procuring,  in  the  fol- 
lowing reign,  a  reversal  of  the  sentence. — Tiie  case  of  Lally,  however,  was  less  unjust  than 
that  of  John  Calas,  a  protestaiit  of  Toulouse,  vho  was  broken  alive  upon  the  wheel  for  the 
alleged  murder  of  his  own  son.  The  parliament  of  Paris,  in  1765,  cancelled  the  process 
against  liim,  on  the  full  manifestation  of  his  innocence.  The  exertions  of  Voltaire,  in  tlus 
cause,  greatly  contributed  to  the  exposure  of  the  bigotted  cinielty  of  the  magistrates  of 
Toulouse. 

The  Cwnadian  cause  may  also  be  mentioned,  as  it  excited  extraordinary  attention.  Be- 
fore the  English  reduced  the  province,  loud  complaints  of  embezzlement,  extortion,  and  va- 
lied  miscoi\(luct,  had  reached  the  French  court ;  and  as  the  intendant,  Al-  Bigot,  was  known 
to  have  acquired  great  wtal  ih,  not  by  the  most  correct  practices,  he  was  apprehended  after 
his  return  to  France,  and  confined  in  the  Baslile.  A  committee  of  the  Chatelet  took  cog- 
nizance of  the  charges,  in  which  more  than  fifty  individuals  were  implicated.  Bigot,  and 
two  officers  in  different  departments,  were  banished  :  but  some  were  only  reprimanded  5 
and  the  pnldic  did  not  consider  the  punishments  (including  confiscation,  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  millions  of  liv  res)  as  adequate  to  tlie  offences,  or  sufficient  to  deter  others  from  simi- 
lar practices . 
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a  prince  of  the  same  family  was  involved  in  great  danger  by  his 
adoption  of  foreign  counsels.  Charles  III.,  king  of  Spain,  had 
conferred  on  the  marquis  de  Squillace,  an  Italian,  the  jwst  of 
prime  minister  ;  and  this  nobleman,  although  he  occasionally 
evinced  sense  and  judgment,  was  sometimes  impolitic,  rash,  and 
violent.  The  king  had  pleased  his  people  by  various  regula- 
tions, apparently  calculated  for  their  benefit ;  but  he  did  not  al- 
ways consult  their  feelings  or  their  prejudices.  By  the  advice 
of  the  marquis,  he  prohibited  the  use  of  flapped  hats  and  long 
cloaks  ;  and  the  edict  was  enforced  with  severity,  as  the  dis- 
guise had  frequently  been  perverted  to  mischievous  purposes. 
A  young  man,  dressed  in  the  mode  which  the  court  disapprove- 
ed,  was  stopped  near  the  palace  by  a  sentinel;  and  jy,  ,  ^^^ 
a  dispute  arose,  which  soon  became  serious  and 
alarming.  A  great  number  of  persons,  not  all  of  the  lowest 
rank,  rushed  to  the  spot ;  but,  w^hen  the  soldiery  fired,  they 
were  so  far  over-awed  as  to  retire.  Joined  by  others,  they 
made  an  attack  upon  the  guard,  obtained  the  advantage,  and 
hastened  to  the  house  of  the  obnoxious  minister.  If  they  had 
found  him,  he  probably  would  have  fallen  a  victim  to  their  fury. 
As  he  had  escaped,  they  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  his  house; 
and,  after  other  outrages,  dispersed  at  midnight.  In  the  con- 
flict with  the  troops,  many  were  killed  on  both  sides. 

Not  having  obtained  a  redress  of  grievances,  the  rioters  re- 
assembled on  the  following  day,  and  marched  toward  the  pa- 
lace, to  intimate  their  wishes  to  the  king.  General  O'Reill}- 
proposed  that  military  coercion  should  be  employed  against  such 
disloyal  subjects;  but  Charles  was  unwilling  to  adopt  the  advice 
of  the  bold  Hibernian.  He  patiently  listened  to  a  statement  of 
the  demands  of  the  people;  and  even  consented  to  the  dismission 
of  Squillace,  to  a  repeal  of  the  edict  respecting  dress^,  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  prices  ot  bread  and  oil,  and  the  revocation  of  a  pa- 
tent granted  for  a  monopoly  of  provisions.  When  he  had  thus 
pacified  the  rioters,  he  retired  with  his  family  to  Aranjuez^. — 
They  instantly  concluded  that  he  did  not  think  himself  safe  in 
the  capital ;  and,  exclaiming  that  their  fidelity  was  suspected, 
they  sent  a  deputation,  requesting  his  return.  He  replied,  that 
the  best  means  of  accelerating,  his  re-appearance  in  Madrid 
would  be  the  dispersion  of  all  seditious  assemblages,  and  the 
complete  restoration  of  tranquillity  and  order.  He  gratified  the 
people  by  appointing  don  Miguel  Mousquiz  minister  of  the 
finances,  and  by  declaring  that  he  would  not  revoke  the  general 

6  This  ordinance  wns  afterwards  renewed,  but  not  rigorously  enforced. — Many  years 
elapsed  before  it  was  generally  observed  in  the  provinces. 

7  According  to  ^r.  Swinburne,  he  thont;ht  himself  indebted  to  O'Reilly  for  his  life  on 
this  occasion.  The  general  "  rode  into  the  crowd  of  rioters,  and  shot  a  follow  dead  who  had 
taken  up  a  stone  and  was  going  to  throw  it  at  the  king."    Travels  through  Spain. 
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pardon  which  he  had  sjranted  :  Ijut  he  did  not  return  to  Madrid 
before  eight  months  had  elapsed  from  the  riots.  Disturbances 
had  previously  occurred  in  some  of  the  American  provinces  of 
the  Spanish  empire,  particularly  in  that  of  Quito  ;  and  the  in- 
surj^^ents  of  Madrid,  in  their  remonstrance  to  his  majesty,  attri- 
buted those  commotions  to  the  rash  interference  of  Squillace  in 
the  colonial  administration. 

The  Portuguese  could  not  so  easily  shake  off  the  yoke  of  an 
unpopular  minister.  The  count  d'Oeyras,  afterwards  marquis 
de  Pombal,  had  long  enjoyed  the  entire  confidence  of  his  most 
faithful  majesty  ;  but,  by  his  arbitrary  and  vindictive  spirit,  he 
had  rendered  himself  odious  to  the  nation.  He  ruled  all  classes 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  disregarded  their  hatred  uhile  he  ex- 
cited their  fear.  He  might  say,  with  the  Roman  tyrant,  oderint 
diim  metuant.  His  abilities,  however,  were  acknowledged  by 
those  who  execrated  his  tyranny,  and  he  has  been  compared 
with  cardinal  Richelieu  by  a  French  writer^ ;  and,  indeed,  both 
these  ministers  were  able  statesmen,  imperious  masters,  irre- 
concileable  enemies  ;  both  were  eloquent,  both  affected  wit  and 
literary  knowledge  ;  each  patronised  art  and  science,  and  en- 
couraged the  general  interests  of  the  kingdom. 

One  part  of  the  count's  system  of  reform  was  to  annihilate, 
or  greatly  reduce,  that  influence  which  had  nearly  degraded 
Portugal  into  the  station  of  a  province  of  Great  Britain.  His 
pride  was  wounded  by  this  humiliating  consideration  ;  and  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  country  might  flourish  without  being 
so  closely  connected  with  an  heretical  nation.  He  therefore 
paid  little  regard  to  the  suggestions  of  the  British  minister  at 
Lisbon,  and  took  ever)-  opportunity  of  encroaching  on  the  com- 
mercial privileges  of  our  countrymen.  He  erected  new  compa- 
nies, to  which  he  gave  an  exclusive  right  over  those  branches 
of  trade  which  had  hitherto  been  free.  He  enacted  new  regula- 
tions, inconsistent  with  the  stipulation  of  treaties.  He  encour- 
aged various  manufactures,  that  the  demand  for  English  goods 
might  be  lessened  ;  destroyed  a  number  of  vineyards,  that  the 
land  might  produce  com;  and  promoted  commerce  with  France, 
Russia,  Sweden  and  Denmark^. 

The  enmity  borne  to  the  Jesuits  by  this  minister  and  the 
duke  de  Choiseul,  now  began  to  influence  the  Spanish  cabinet. 
Some  emissaries  of  that  intriguing  order  were  suspected  of  hav- 
ing instigated  the  people  to  the  late  insurrection  at  Madrid:  but, 
as  the  king  was  not  an  advocate  for  clerical  or  monastic  power, 

8  Dumouriez,  who  was  sent  liy  the  duke  dc  Choiseul  to  examine  the  state  of  the  Porta* 
guese  realm. 

0  Etat  actuel  du  i-oyaume  dc  Portugal  (en  1760)  pnr  Dumouriez. — Voyage  du  ci-deyant 
I  II  du  Chatclet  en  Portugal,  augmente  de  notes  par  Bourgoing,  tome  i. 
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and  thought  with  other  princes  that  the  Jesuits  had  subsisted  too 
lonjy,  he  would  probably  have  acted  against  them  even  if  they 
had  been  innocent  of  that  charge.  Having  formed  an  intention 
of  seizing  their  ample  property  and  banishing  their  persons,  he 
gave  secret  orders  to  the  count  d'/Vranda  for  the  ex-  .  ^  ^ 

ecutionof  a  bold  scheme,  which,  if  attempted  in  the  •  '  '  *• 
preceding  century,  might  have  shaken  the  foundations  of  his 
throne.  At  night,  six  houses  of  Jesuits  in  Madrid  were  sur- 
rounded by  military  detachments;  and  the  unfortunate  occu- 
pants, roused  from  sleep,  were  commanded  to  prepare  for  a 
journey  to  the  coast.  They  quietly  submitted  to  the  mandate, 
and  were  escorted  to  Charthagena;  and,  in  other  towns,  similar 
violence  was  exercised.  Then  appeared  "  the  pragmatic  sanc- 
tion of  his  majesty,  for  the  banishment  of  the  regulars  a  -i  q 
of  the  company  from  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  the  "  ' 
confiscation  of  their  temporalities.''  Pensions  for  life  were  pro- 
mised to  all,  except  such  members  as  were  not  Spaniards  by 
birth.  Many  were  conveyed  to  Corsica  ;  and  others  found  re- 
fuge in  the  pope's  dominions.  As  soon  as  the  royal  will  was 
known  in  the  provinces  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  the  Jesuits  were 
seized  without  tumult ;  and  in  Paraguay,  where  they  had  long 
maintained  an  almost  independent  empire,  by  the  extraordinary 
influence  which  they  had  acquired  over  the  natives,  they  were 
suddenly  deprived  of  all  power,  and  shipped  oflffor  Europe. 

By  the  influence  of  his  catholic  majesty,  the  Jesuits  were,  in 
the  course  of  the  same  year,  expelled  from  the  two  Sicilies,  and 
sent  into  the  papal  territories.  His  holiness  warmly  remonstra- 
ted against  the  conduct  of  the  Neapolitan  government :  but  no 
more  regard  was  paid  to  his  memorial  in  this  case,  than  to  a 
brief  which  he  soon  after  issued  against  Ferdinand  duke  of  Par- 
ma.    These  incidents  call  our  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Italy. 

That  country,  from  the  time  of  the  ancient  Romans  to  the 
present  moment,  has  been  an  interesting  object  of  notice  to  the 
rest  of  Europe.  You  have  some  recollection,  my  dear  son,  of 
its  early  history  ;  and  you  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  chief 
occurrences  of  the  ages  which  succeeded  the  fall  of  the  Roman 
empire.  The  remarkable  incidents  of  the  first  eleven  years 
from  the  treaty  of  Paris,  of  which  an  Italian  prince  was  the  me- 
diator, are  not  very  numerous  :  but  they  are  calculated  to  ex- 
cite various  reflections,  and  exercise  the  speculative  faculties, 

Charles  Emanuel,  king  of  Sardinia,  had  observed  a  strict 
neutrality  during  the  war  ;  and  his  pacific  disposition  and  pa- 
triotic virtues,  while  other  princes  were  wasting  their  resour- 
ces, contributed  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  his  dominions^ 
He  retained  arbitrary  power  ;  bnt  he  exercised  it  with  modera- 
tion, and  tempered  it  by  a  regard  to  justice.     He  devoted  a 
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part  of  every  day  to  an  in\  estitr-atlon  of  the  complaints  of  all 
ranks  of  people,  and  vigilantly  inspected  every  department  of 
the  administration. 

Not  f(  rgetfiil  of  his  territorial  rights,  he  applied  to  the  courts 
of  France  and  Sp;iin  for  a  confirmation  of  that  article  of  die 
treaty  of  Aix  la-Chapelle,  which  granted  him  a  reversionary 
title  to  Placentia.  He  obtained  their  guaranty  soon  after  the 
peace  of  1763  ;  and  they  ^ent  to  the  town  house  of  Turin  a 
sum  of  money,  the  interest  of  which  was  equivalent  to  the  or- 
dinary revenues  of  the  promised  territory. 

The  Mihmeseand  Mantuan  provinces  were  governed  by  Aus- 
trian delegates,  under  whom  those  countries  flourished  in  an 
equal  degree  with  most  of  the  Italian  states  or  principalities  ; 
but  the  people  did  not  enjoy  the  blessings  ot  liberty.  The 
trade  of  Milan  was  gradually  augmented;  and  the  useful  arts 
were  cultivated  u  ith  success.  Attentive  also  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  polite  arts  and  general  learning,  Maria  Theresa 
founded  in  that  city,  in  1764,  an  academy  for  sculpture  and 
architecture,  and,  two  years  afterwards,  an  university. 

The  archkude  Ferdinand,  being  appointed  by  the  empress  to 
the  government  (^f  the  Milanese,  acted  in  his  high  station  with 
prudence  and  humanity.  He  testified  a  regard  for  justice,  a 
spirit  of  philanthropy  and  beneficence.  When  the  province  pre- 
sented him  with  a  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  5-2,500  pounds 
sterling,  on  his  marriage  with  the  princess  of  Modena,  he  con- 
sented to  accept  it  only  with  a  view  of  employing  it  in  the  repa- 
ration of  roads  and  construction  of  canals,  instead  of  devoting 
it  (as  many  princes  would  have  done)  to  purposes  of  luxury  and 
ostentation.  He  abolished  an  unjust  law,  which  deprived  of  the 
right  of  succession  to  the  property  of  relatives,  every  woman 
who  gave  her  hand  to  an  inhabitant  of  another  province,  or  even 
of  another  town.  On  a  stated  day  in  every  week,  he  gave  au- 
dience to  all  who  approached  him,  and  complied  with  such  re- 
quests as  appeared  to  be  reasonable.  He  farther  gratified  the 
people  by  the  extinction  of  a  formidable  tribunal,  o  hich  propa- 
o-ated  hypocrisy  rather  than  true  religion,  and  formerly  exer- 
cised the  most  horrible  cruelties.  You  may  readily  conclude 
that  I  mean  the  inquisition. 

The  republic  of  Venice,  declining  in  power,  yet  maintained 
an  appearance  of  respectability.  Its  rulers  studiously  avoided 
the  miseries  of  war,  and  endeavoured,  by  alleviating  the  rigors 
of  despotism,  to  render  peace  more  productive,  than  it  had  for- 
merly been,  of  comfort  and  happiness.  There  was  some  danger, 
in  1767,  of  an  interruption  of  this  tranquillity  ;  for,  besides  a 
rupture  with  the  dey  of  Algiers  (which,  however,  soon  gave  way 
to  a  renewal  of  peace),  an  insurrection  on  the  borders  of  Dal- 
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matia  excited  alarm.  An  adventurer,  of  the  name  of  Stephano, 
formed  a  strong  party  amon,ej  the  Montenegrins,  and  was  en- 
couraged by  the  monks  of  the  Greek  church  to  assume  the  de- 
signation of  the  czar  Peter  III.  He  subjected  to  his  sway  some 
villages  in  the  Venetian  part  of  Dalmatia,  and  in  the  Turkish 
portion  of  Albania.  Troops  were  sent  to  Cataro  to  check  the 
insurgents,  who  soon  retired  from  the  Venetian  territories  ;  but 
it  required  the  efforts  of  a  numerous  Turkish  army,  headed  by 
the  pasha  of  Bosnia,  to  subdue  the  Montenegrins.  i7ao 

A  mountainous  fortress  was  defended  against  re- 
peated assaults,  and  a  fortified  monastery  was  also  attacked  in 
vain  ;  but  both  were  at  length  reduced,  after  a  great  loss  of  men 
on  each  side.  Stephano  retired  among  the  mountains,  and  peace 
was  restored,  in  consequence  of  the  submission  of  the  Montene- 
grins to  the  Turkish  claim  of  vassalage. 

The  Venetian  senate  concurred  with  the  duke  of  Parma,  and 
other  Italian  princes,  in  restraining  the  papal  power.  The  duke 
having  requested  Clement  XIII. *°  to  abridge  the  exorbitant  pri- 
vileges of  the  clergy,  was  so  incensed  at  the  pontiff's  refusa!, 
that  he  prohibited  appeals  to  Rome,  declared  all  bulls  or  briefs 
from  the  pope  null  and  nugatory,  and  ordered  that  all  ecclesiasti- 
cal dignities  in  his  dominions  should  be  enjoyed  only  by  his  own 
subjects.  Clement,  who  was  a  friend  to  the  Jesuits,  and  a  stre- 
nuous advocate  for  the  supremacy  of  the  church,  condemned  by 
a  brief  the  duke's  pragmatic  sanction,  2ind,  representing  the  cler- 
gy as  exempt  from  laic  or  temporal  jurisdiction,  threatened  to 
excommunicate  that  prince  and  all  his  advisers  and  abettors. 
The  duke  enforced  his  edict,  and  still  farther  defied  the  pope  by 
expelling  the  Jesuits  from  the  duchy,  and  dissolving  the  society. 
His  cousin  Ferdinand,  encouraged  by  the  marquis  of  Tanucci, 
whom  the  king  of  Spain  (when  he  resigned  the  crown  of  Na- 
ples) had  left  at  the  head  of  the  administration,  applauded  the 
duke's  regulations,  protested  against  the  Romish  brief,  and  sent 
troops  to  deprive  Clement  of  Benevento  and  Ponte-Corvo.  The 
French  and  Spanish  monarchs  also  desired  the  pontiff  to  revoke 
his  brief,  as  it  militated  against  the  rights  of  sovereigns.  His 
holiness  disregarded  their  solicitations,  and  asserted  the  sup- 
posed rights  of  the  ch:jrch.  The  court  of  Lisbon  sent  a  minister 
to  Rome,  to  join  the  representatives  of  the  allied  crowns  in  their 
remonstrances  ;  but  neither  the  wishes  of  his  most  Faithful  Ma- 
jesty, nor  the  expostulations  of  the  Venetian  envoy,  shook  the 
firmness  of  Rezzonico.  He  did  not  trust  to  temporal  but  to  spi- 
ritual arms ;  yet,  when  the  duke  of  Modena,  not  content  with 
attacking  him  in  point  of  jurisdiction,  threatened  to  seize  the 

10  Rezzonico,  a  noble  Venetian,  who  had  filled  the  see  of  Padua  with  reputation. 

Vol.  V.  F 
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duchy  of  Ferrara,  on  pretence  of  an  old  claim,  the  militia  of  the 
ecclesiastical  state  were  embodied  and  disciplined. 

Tanucci  stimulated  the  king  of  Naples  to  assail  with  vigor  the 
pope  and  the  clergv.  The  nuncio  w  as  strii)ped  of  his  power  : 
the  privileges  of  churchmen  were  diminished  ;  and  the  smaller 
monasteries  were  suppressed.  Troops  were  at  the  same  time 
assembled,  for  the  declared  purj^ose  of  putting  Ferdinand  in 
possession  of  the  duchies  of  Castro  and  Ronciglione  ;  but  this 
menace  was  not  executed. 

The  pope's  perseverance  in  his  spiritual  warfare  subjected 
liim  to  the  serious  effects  of  the  displeasure  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian n^ajesty.  Avignon  and  the  whole  Venetian  territory,  go- 
verned in  the  pope's  name  by  a  vice-legate,  who  had  scarcely 
any  means  of  defence,  were  seized  by  a  body  of  French,  and  re- 
tained in  defiance  of  all  the  remonstrances  of  his  holiness.  He 
solicited  the  mediation  of  Maria  Theresa,  a  more  devout  catho- 
lic than  the  princes  who  had  attacked  his  prerogatives  :  but  he 
derived  no  benefit  from  the  application.  His  mental  uneasiness 
impaired  his  health  ;  and  the  cardinals  were  already  looking  out 
for  a  successor  to  the  harassed  pontiff. 

His  Sardinian  majesty  did  not  join  in  the  profane  assaults 
upon  the  spiritual  power.  He  comforted  the  pope  with  the  as- 
surances of  his  regard  and  submission,  and  exhorted  him  not  to 
despair.  Leopold,  grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  was  less  devoted  to 
the  holy  see  than  Charles  Emanuel.  The  government  of  the 
young  duke  was  distinguished  by  a  general  spirit  of  reform.  He 
abridged  the  power  of  the  nobles  and  the  clergy;  suppressed  the 
privilege  of  asylum,  which  operated  as  an  encouragement  to 
crimes  ;  improved  the  administration  of  justice  :  abolished  op- 
pressive taxes;  diminished  the  number  of  troops,  and  destroyed 
unnecessary  fortifications:  removed  commercial  restrictions,  and 
corrected  inveterate  abuses  in  every  department  of  the  state.  It 
was  affirmed,  that  some  of  his  regulations  were  minute  and  vex- 
atious ;  but  it  was  allowed,  both  by  natives  and  foreigners,  that 
he  was  a  beneficent  prince,  and  a  friend  to  his  people.  While  he 
filled  the  ducal  throne,  Tuscany  was  the  best  governed  country 
in  Italy  ;  and,  if  his  subjects  were  not  the  happiest  in  the  penin- 
sula, they  were  not  sufliciendy  sensible  of  the  comforts  which 
they  enjoyed.  This  was  not  his  fault ;  for  he  promoted  ^vith 
anxious  zeal  their  interest  and  welfare. 

During  the  contest  with  the  pope,  the  king  of  France,  being 
indebted  to  the  Genoese,  and  looking  forward  to  the  eventual 
conquest  of  an  isKind  which  had  in  early  times  belonged  to  the 
F>ench,  consented  to  assist  the  republic  by  securing  the  fortified 
towns  with  seven  battalions  for  four  years,  without  acting  offen- 
sively against  the  Corsicars,  who,  under  the  command  and  di- 
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rection  of  Pascal  Paoli,  held  the  city  of  Corte,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  country,  on  an  independent  basis.  A  general  coun- 
cil being  convoked,  it  was  resolved  by  the  natives,  that  all  com- 
merce with  theintruders  should  be  prohibited,  and  that  no  peace 
should  be  concluded  with  the  republic  on  terms  inconsistent  with 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  island.  The  four  years  had 
not  expired,  when  a  body  of  Corsicans  made  a  descent  on  Ca- 
praia,  a  neighbouring  isle,  and  subdued  it  with  litde  difficulty. 
At  the  end  of  the  limited  period,  a  new  treaty  was  signed,  by 
which  the  Genoese  ceded  their  insular  kingdom  to  the  French, 
who  engaged  to  pay  for  the  artillery  and  all  military  stores,  and 
to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  former  againstthe  violence  of  pi- 
rates. The  people,  disdaining  to  be  quietly  transferred  like  cat- 
tle to  new  masters,  resolved  to  defend  themselves;  and  a  spirit- 
ed campaign  ensued.  A  considerable  army  being  transported 
from  France,  encampments  were  formed  at  Bastia  and  San  Fio- 
renzo.  The  invaders,  by  forcing  some  posts  which  the  armed 
natives  occupied,  opened  a  cornmunication  between  the  camps. 
Frequent  actions  occurred,  which  were  attended  with  great  loss 
on  both  sides.  The  arrival  of  the  marquis  de  Chauvelin,  as 
commander  in  chief,  did  not  indmidate  the  islanders  ;  nor  did 
the  promises  of  good  government,  announced  in  a  royal  pro- 
clamation signed  by  Choiseul,  soothe  them  into  submission. 

At  Bcrgo  di  Mariana,  a  remarkable  contest  took  place.  The 
Corsicans  approached  the  town  in  the  evening,  and  amidst  a  fu- 
rious fire,  completed  their  lines  of  circumvallation.  Chauvelin, 
eager  to  relieve  the  garrison,  reconnoitred  the  lines,  and  hoped 
so  to  enclose  the  islanders,  as  to  ensure  the  destruction  of  the 
whole  party.  But  Paoli  was  not  so  negligent  as  to  suffer  this 
scheme  to  be  successful.  He  sent  a  corps  to  watch  the  motions 
of  M.  de  Grande-Maison,  who,  while  he  was  advancing  to  co- 
operate with  the  marquis,  was  so  fiercely  assailed,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat  with  precipitation.  Chauvelin  passed  a  whole 
day  in  skirmishes,  and,  the  next  morning,  attacked  the  lines. 
He  forced  them  in  various  parts,  but  received  such  a  galling  fire 
from  the  houses  in  which  the  Corsicans  had  posted  themselves, 
that  he  ordered  his  men  to  desist.  At  noon,  he  renewed  the  as- 
sault without  effect.  A  third  attack  being  likewise  fruitless,  the 
commandant  surrendered  the  town.  About  1800  of  the  French 
were  killed,  wounded,  or  captured,  on  this  occasion  ;  and  dis- 
ease also  thinned  their  numbers. 

The  ensuing  campaign  was  more  decisive.  The  ,  »-g 

islanders  continued  to  fight  with  courage  ;  but  it     *     * 
could  not  be  expected  that  they  would  be  able  long  to  withstand 
the  increasing  numbers  of  the  enemy.  Choiseul,  eager  to  com- 
plete the  conquest,  augmented  the  French  army  in  Corsica  to 


44  THE  HISTORY  OF  taut  in. 

30,000  men,  and  sent  the  count  de  Vaux,  on  whose  determined 
spirit  he  thoupjht  he  could  better  depend,  than  on  the  less  san- 
guine zeal  of  the  marquis  de  Chauvelin.  He  might  have  been 
discouraged,  if  the  British  court  had  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  war  :  but  the  duke  of  Grafton  attended  more  to  internal  af- 
fairs than  to  external  politics. 

The  new  commander  in  chief  incessantly  harassed  the  unfor- 
tunate Corsicans,  and  obtained  an  important  victory  near  Ros- 
tino.  French  emissaries  were  at  the  same  time  employed  in  se- 
ducing the  chieftains  from  the  common  cause  :  and,  as  their 
persuasions  were,  in  some  instances,  aided  by  pecuniary  offers, 
the  effect  w  as  fatal  to  the  liberty  of  the  island. 

After  the  reduction  of  the  city  of  Corte,  which  was  not  de- 
fended with  the  requisite  spirit,  Paoli,  having  scarcely  500  men 
urder  his  immediate  command,  and  being  in  danger  of  destruc- 
tion or  captivity,  exhorted  his  troops  either  to  cut  their  way 
throui2;h  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  escape  to  the  sea-side,  or 
die  gloriously  on  the  spot  where  they  were  nearly  surrounded. 
They  boldly  attacked  the  invaders;  and  the  greater  part  retired 
in  safety.  Paoli  embarked,  and  reached  Leghorn ;  and  the  emi- 
gration of  many  of  his  countrymen,  testified  their  strong  disin- 
clination to  the  French  yoke.  Those  who  remained  were 
obliged  to  submit  to  the  dominion  of  Louis,  but  some  years 
elapsed,  and  much  blood  was  shed  in  a  desultory  war  among 
the  mountains,  before  the  island  was  fully  subdued.  A  new 
council,  subject  to  the  parliament  of  Provence,  was  formed;  and 
other  arrangements,  calculated  to  render  the  island  an  appen- 
dage to  the  French  monarchy,  were  ordered  by  the  sovereign. 

The  internal  state  of  France  was  at  this  time  calamitous.  The 
East  India  company,  w  hich  had  been  long  declining,  found  it- 
self unable  to  avoid  bankruptcy;  and  a  great  number  of  private 
failures  distressed  the  nation.  The  prodigality  of  the  court  led 
to  a  financial  breach  of  faith,  injurious  to  public  credit ;  and, 
from  the  decay  of  trade,  a  general  po^  erty  prevailed. 

The  king  had  lived  for  some  years  without  an  acknowledged 
mistress.  He  had,  indeed,  expressed  an  intention  of  relinquish- 
ing his  habits  of  incontinence  :  but  such  ideas  of  reform  were 
momentary.  He  continued  to  gratify  his  licentious  appetite  with 
women  of  the  court,  wives  of  tradesmen,  or  girls  of  low  birth  : 
but  they  were  soon  dismissed,  and  had  no  influence  over  him 
in  politics.  His  valet  de  chamhre  at  length  found  an  attractive 
object  in  the  person  of  Mademoiselle  1' Ange,  who,  though  mean- 
ly born  and  ill  bred,  and  nursed  as  it  were  in  prostitution,  fasci- 
nated by  her  beauty  the  weak  monarch,  and  enslaved  him  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  ordered  her  to  be  married,  proforma^  to 
the  brother  of  one  of  her  paramours,  who  styled  himself  the 
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count  du  Barri ;  and  he  resolved,  in  defiance  of  decency  and  of 
all  hints  or  remonstrances,  that  she  should  be  introduced  at 
court  with  the  usual  etiquette.  The  duchess  of  Grammont, 
sister  to  the  duke  de  Choiseul,  had  conceived  the  hope  of  being 
mistress  to  the  king  :  but  her  advances  being  neglected,  and  the 
young  countess  preferred,  she  felt  emotions  of  keen  resentment. 
The  duke,  considering  his  power  as  too  firmly  established  to  be 
shaken  by  this  new  attachment,  disdained  to  court  the  favourite, 
and  opposed  her  growing  influence  by  occasional  insinuations  in 
the  ear  of  his  sovereign.  An  old  lady,  however,  was  bribed  to 
present  her;  and  all  who  wished  to  continue  in  the  king's  good 
graces  then  began  to  take  notice  of  her.  The  chancellor  Mau- 
peou,  more  attentive  to  his  own  interest  than  to  honour,  morali- 
ty, or  patriotism,  became  meanly  obsequious  to  the  profligate 
mistress ;  whom  he  suffered  to  control  his  ministerial  opera- 
tions, and  pervert  his  public  conduct.  He  neglected  his  bene- 
factor Choiseul,  and  connected  himself  with  the  duke  d'Aiguil- 
lon,  who  likewise  regulated  his  destiny  by  an  observance  of  the 
new  planet  that  glittered  in  the  political  horizon^'-^. 

The  mal-administration  of  Bretagne  by  the  duke  d'Aiguillon, 
who  had  acted  more  like  a  Turkish  pasha  than  a  French  go- 
vernor, had  excited  such  indignation  among  the  provincials, 
that,  if  he  had  not  been  removed  from  the  government,  an  open 
insurrection  would  probably  have  taken  place.  His  adversa- 
ries, the  messieurs  de  la  Chalotais,  were  in  danger  of  suffering 
death  by  an  illegal  sentence:  but  Choiseul  prevailed  on  the  king 
to  relinquish  all  thoughts  of  sanguinary  violence;  and,  by  letters 
patent,  the  affair  was  declared  to  be  at  an  end.  The  two  magis- 
trates, however,  were  not  reinstated  in  their  functions,  but  were 
subject  to  a  state  of  partial  exile,  although  his  majesty  admit- 
ted that  their  honour  u  as  unquestioned.  They  repeatedly  de- 
manded a  regular  justification  ;  and  the  states  of  the  province, 
in  a  spirited  memorial,  recommended  a  renewal  of  inquiry. 
Louis  at  length  consented  to  a  solemn  adjudication  .  „_^ 

of  the  dispute  in  the  court  of  peers.  The  proceed- 
ings served  to  amuse  him,  until  the  marriage  of  his  eldest  grand- 
son seemed  preferably  to  require  his  attention. 

In  pursuance  of  his  favorite  system  of  connecting  the  courts 
of  Versailles  and  Vienna  by  the  closest  ties,  Choiseul  had  pro- 
jected a  matrimonial  union  between  Louis,  son  of  the  deceased 
dauphin,  and  Marie  Antoinette,  daughter  of  the  empress  dowa- 
ger. He  was  sensible  of  the  decline  of  his  interest  at  court,  and 
imagined  that  a  dauphiness,  indebted  to  him  for  her  elevation, 
would  prove  to  him  a  strong  support.  When  he  was  introduced 
to  her  at  Compeigne,  she  thanked  him  for  his  attention  to  her 

1 1  La  vie  privee  de  Louis  XV. 
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happiness,  and  requested  him  to  continue  his  kindness  by  assist- 
ing her  youth  and  inexperience  w  illi  his  sage  advice.  The  most 
splendid  preparations  were  made  for  the  reception  and  marriage 
of  the  Austrian  princess;  and  large  sums  were  lavished,  which 
might  have  been  better  employed  in  the  purchase  of  corn  for  the 
starving  poor.  But  no  feelings  of  humanity  touched  the  heart 
of  the  prodigal  and  profligate  Louis.  A  succession  of  entertain- 
ments, festivities,  and  spectacles,  amused  the  court,  and  enli- 
vened conversation  ;  and  even  a  fatal  accident,  which  occurred 
at  the  exhibition  of  fire-works  given  by  the  corporation  of  Pa- 
ris, did  not  make  a  serious  impression  upon  the  thoughtless  and 
■^  -,,  volatile  people.  In  a  street  leading  to  the  Boulevards 
y  *  or  ramparts,  where  an  illumination  was  to  conclude 
the  public  amusements  of  the  day,  the  unevenness  of  the 
ground,  various  obstructions,  and  the  bustle  intentionally  pro- 
moted by  intruding  depredators,  produced,  amidst  the  conflux 
of  people,  such  a  scene  of  confusion,  that  many  fell  and  were 
trampled  to  death,  while  some  were  sufibcated  as  they  stood, 
and  others  were  bruised,  maimed,  or  wounded  by  the  fury  of 
such  as  were  struggling  to  rise.  About  180  persons  were  taken 
up  lifeless  ;  and  a  much  greater  number  afterwards  died  of  the 
effects  of  the  collision  and  pressure^^. 

After  a  series  of  diversions,  Louis  gratified  the  dauphiness 
with  a  display  of  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  French  monarch. 
He  held  a  bed  of  justice  with  the  usual  pomp,  and  ordered  an 
J  ^„  annulment  of  all  the  proceedings  either  for  or  against 
June  /.  the  (5^,i^e  (]>Aiguillon,  imposing  upon  every  one  an  ab- 
solute silence  respecting  the  troubles  of  Bretagne.  The  parlia- 
ment, disgusted  at  the  king's  conduct,  declared  before  the 
princes  and  peers,  that  an  accused  person  could  not  legally  be 
justified  in  such  a  mode  ;  and,  in  a  subsequent  meeting,  sus- 
pended the  duke  from  all  the  functions  of  the  peerage.  The 
chancellor  was  so  enraged  at  the  boldness  of  the  magistracy, 
that  he  tore  in  pieces  the  authenticated  vote  of  the  decree. 
Louis,  who  had  already  entertained  the  duke  at  Marli  as  a 
friend,  cancelled  the  offensive  act,  and  defied  the  spirited  re- 
monstrances of  the  parliament. 

The  rivalry  and  animosity  between  the  duke  de  Choiseul 
and  Maupeou  now  rose  to  so  great  a  height,  that  both  could 
not  expect  to  remain  in  power.  The  mistress  importuned  the 
king  to  discard  a  minister  who  systematically  encouraged  the 
contumacy  of  the  parliaments,  and  who  was  even  endeavouring 
to  plunge  the  nation  into  a  new  war.  The  latter  charge  related 

12  La  vie  privee  de  Louis  XV. — Tt  is  affirmed  in  that  work,  that  the  whole  loss  amount' 
ed  to  1 100  or  more :  but  this  is  probably  an  exaggeration. — Soiilavie  absurdly  pretends,  that 
this  catastrophe  was  a  massacre,  pei-pctrulcd  by  the  enemies  of  the  Austriao  alliance. 
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to  those  intrigues  which  produced  hostilities  against  the  Eng- 
lish at  the  Falkland  islands,  and  also  to  an  intention  of  acting 
against  our  India  company.  Choiseul  exerted  all  his  efforts 
for  the  recovery  of  his  credit ;  but  the  fabric  of  his  power  evi- 
dentlv  tottered  to  its  foundation. 

The  parliament  of  Paris,  enraged  at  the  escape  of  the  duke 
d'Aiguillon  from  the  punishment  which  he  merited,  continued  to 
take  notice  of  the  affair,  notwithstanding  the  royal  prohibition. 
Some  of  the  provincial  parliaments  also  stigmatised  the  duke's 
conduct.  The  duchess  de  Grammont*  was  accused  by  the 
chancellor's  party  of  having  encouraged  the  magistrates  thus 
to  act ;  and  the  countess,  by  inveighing  against  this  seditious 
boldness,  procured  from  the  king,  when  heated  with  wine,  an 
order  for  the  dismission  of  Choiseul ;  which,  the  next  morning, 
he  revoked.  An  arbitrary  edict  (for  rendering  all  the  courts  ab- 
solutely passive  and  subservient  to  the  king's  will)  being  strong- 
ly opposed  by  the  parliament,  a  bed  of  justice  was  hol-pv  - 
den  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  its  registration.  Per- 
ceiving the  duke  d'Aiguillon  seated  among  the  peers,  the  ma- 
gistrates protested  against  this  violation  of  their  late  decree, 
and,  with  a  reference  also  to  the  new  edict,  declared  that  they 
could  not,  while  their  feelings  were  thus  wounded,  continue 
their  functions.  Louis  commanded  them  to  submit  to  his 
pleasure  :  they  repeatedly  refused  to  act. 

The  irritation  of  this  contest  decided  the  political  fate  of 
Choiseul.  His  majesty  sent  the  duke  de  la  Vrilliere  with  a 
letter  to  the  minister,  desiring  him  to  retire  to  his  seat  j^  ^j, 
at  Chanteloup  within  twenty-four  hours.  The  duke 
de  Praslin  was  at  the  same  time  dismissed  from  the  naval  de- 
partment. The  general  odium,  under  which  Maupeou  and 
d'Aguillon  laboured,  gave  an  air  of  triumph  to  Choiseul's  dis- 
grace. His  departure  was  attended  with  popular  acclamations ; 
his  faults  were  forgotten  ;  and  persons  of  every  class  seemed 
ready  to  acknowledge  his  services. 

At  the  time  of  his  dismission,  the  duke  was  minister  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  secretary  at  war,  and  postmaster-general.  These 
offices  he  was  ordered  to  relinquish  :  but  he  also  resigned  the 
command  of  the  Swiss  guards,  which  had  been  conferred  upon 
him  for  life.  He  was  bold,  ambitious,  and  enterprising,  quick 
in  conception,  and  eloquent  in  persuasion  ;  eager  to  aggrandise 
France,  even  in  defiance  of  justice  and  humanity  ;  prodigal  in 
his  administration,  and  not  sufficiently  regardful  of  the  accom- 
modation or  welfare  of  the  people.  In  one  of  his  schemes,  he 
proved  himself  to  be  a  short-sighted  politician ;  for  by  instigat- 
ing the  Porte  to  a  war  with  Russia,  he  only  (as  the  count  de 
Vergennes  predicted)  rendered  more  powerful  the  princess 
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whom  he  wished  to  humble.  His  Corsican  project  was  not 
theoftspring  either  of  justice  or  of  profound  wisdom;  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  union  with  Austria  were  at  least  problematical. 
.-_,  The  despotic  edict  was  still  resisted  by  the  ma- 
*  gistrates,  who  were  particularly  scandalised  at  its 
preamble,  which  accused  them  of  being  decidedly  hostile  to 
the  constitutional  lights  of  the  crown.  In  consequence  of  a 
delusive  promise  from  Maupeou,  of  withdrawing  the  edict, 
they  resumed  their  functions  :  but,  when  it  was  disavowed  by 
the  king,  their  perem'ptory  refusal  of  confirming  the  ordinance 
exposed  them  to  his  violent  resentment.  They  were  deprived 
of  their  employments,  which  they  had  purchased  with  conside- 
,  ^.  rable  sums,  and  banished  by  lettres  de  catchet  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country^^ 

To  supply  the  deficiency  in  point  of  judicature,  occasioned  by 
this  unjustifiable  act  of  power,  the  chancellor  proposed,  that  the 
new  parliament  of  Paris  should  consist  of  seventy  members,  to 
be  nominated  and  pensioned  by  the  sovereign,  and  that  six 
councils  should  also  be  formed,  to  be  holden  at  Arras,  Blois, 
Chalons,  Clermont,  Lyons,  and  Poictiers.  This  plan  was  sanc- 
tioned by  his  majesty,  registered  by  the  council  of  state,  and 
ordered  to  be  carried  into  effect  against  the  general  wish  of  the 
nation.  Maupeou  alleged  that  the  administration  of  justice 
would  become  gratuitous,  and  more  impartial,  in  consequence 
of  the  new  arrangements  ;  that  causes  would  be  sooner  deter- 
mined ;  that  corruption  and  venality  would  be  banished ;  that 
the  spirit  of  faction  would  be  repressed,  and  that  the  effect 
would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  public  and  to  individuals. 

Many  of  the  regular  parliaments  remonstrated  against  these 
illegal  proceedings  ;  and  the  princes  of  the  royal  blood  loudly 
joined  in  the  clamour.  The  latter  sent  to  the  king  a  formal 
protest  against  the  conduct  of  the  chancellor  and  all  the  acts  of 
the  pretended  tribunals.  His  majesty  reprehended  their  insub- 
missive  behaviour,  and  prohibited  them  from  appearing  within 
the  verge  of  the  court.  So  many  of  the  nominated  members  of 
the  new  parliament  and  councils  objected  to  the  disgraceful  ap- 
pointment, that  it  was  difficult  to  prevail  on  a  sufficient  number 
of  persons  of  respectability  to  belong  to  the  courtly  assemblies. 

To  pave  the  way  for  the  execution  of  the  chancellor's  system, 
*     .,  ,  Q  Louis  held  a  bed  of  justice,  and  commanded  the  re- 

"  *  gistration  of  three  edicts  ;  one  for  the  abolition  of  the 

former  Parisian  parliament,  another  for  the  suppression  of  the 
court  of  aids,  and  one  for  the  formation  of  the  new  parliament. 
He  forbade  all  discussion  that  might  lead  to  remonstrance,  and 

]  3  La  Vie  Privdc  de  Louis  XV. — Journal  Historiquc  de  la  Revolution  operee  (dans  la  Con- 
stitution dc  h  Monarchie  Francoise)  par  M.  de  Maupeou.  Chancelier  de  France  :  tome  i. 
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declared  in  a  peremptory  tone,  that  he  would  never  alter  his  de- 
termination. The  ordinances  were  irregularly  confirmed  ;  and 
the  murmurs  of  the  people  were  disregarded  by  the  despot. 

The  duked'Aiguillon,  who  had  for  some  months  been  a  cour- 
tier without  office,  was  at  length  appointed  secretary  of  state  for 
the  foreign  department.  This  nobleman,  the  chancellor,  j  .• 
and  the  abbe  Terrai,  had  the  chief  influence  at  court,  in 
concert  with  the  countess  Du  Barri ;  and  more  unpopular  men 
could  not  easily  be  found  in  the  kingdom.  They  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  an  original  contract  between  the  executive  magistrate 
and  the  people,  and  maintained  that  the  king,  holding  his  crown 
from  God  alone,  was  not  accountable  for  his  administration  to 
those  whom  he  governed.  Prostitute  writers  defended  this  doc- 
trine in  print ;  but  those  who  took  up  the  pen  on  the  opposite 
side  argued  in  a  more  rational  and  convincing  manner. 

While  this  literary  war  subsisted,  edicts  for  the  suppression 
of  other  parliaments  u  ere  carried  into  effect.  At  Besan^on  the 
duke  de  Randan  intimated,  to  those  members  who  disapproved 
the  new  ordinances,  the  royal  command  for  their  confinement 
in  their  country  houses ;  and  the  chevalier  du  Muy  enforced  the 
dissolution  at  Douai.  At  Bourdeaux,  the  mareschal  de  Riclie- 
lieu  executed  the  same  act  of  despotism:  the  count  de  Perigord 
acted  at  Toulouse,  the  duke  d'Harcourt  at  Rouen,  the  count  de 
Rochechouart  at  Aix.  These  and  other  suppressions,  that  of 
Paris  included,  were  attended  with  the  exile  of  about  700  magis- 
strates  ;  and,  to  provide  for  the  support  of  their  successors,  and 
the  pretendedly  gratuitous  administration  pf  justice,  new  and 
heavy  taxes  were  imposed. 

The  new  fabric,  not  being  supported  by  the  strength  of  public 
opinion,  was  not  expected  to  be  durable.  Maupeou,  conscious 
of  its  weakness,  was  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  consoli- 
date and  establish  it.  He  courted  the  banished  magistrates  to 
enter  into  his  views,  and  offered  the  re-payment  of  the  money 
with  which  they  had  purchased  their  appointments.  A  consi- 
derable number  accepted  the  offer  ;  but  the  mode  in  which  the 
agreement  was  adjusted  did  not  prove  altogether  satisfactory  ; 
for  a  receipt  was  demanded  as  if  cash  had  been  delivered,  and 
a  bond  was  then  given  for  the  particular  sum,  as  if  each  magi- 
strate had  recently  lent  it  to  the  king.  The  pretended  reim- 
bursement, therefore,  was  the  creation  of  a  new  debt. 

A  perfect  harmony  did  not  reign  among  the  ministers.  The 
marquis  de  Monteynard,  director  of  the  war  department,  was 
thwarted  in  his  schemes  by  the  financier  Terrai ;  and  the  duke 
d'Aiguillon  endeavoured  to  find  a  plausible  pretence  for  his  re- 
moval, that  he  himself  might  have  the  sole  m^agement  of  mi- 

VoL.  V.  G 
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litary  affairs,  and  enjoy  the  great  patronajre  arising  from  that 
branch  of  the  pubHc  service.  The  chancellor  was  not  on  the 
most  amicable  terms  with  M.  de  Boynes,  who  superintended 
naval  afi'airs.  The  duke  de  la  Vrilliere  had  Ijeen  so  long  in 
office,  that  Louis  had  contracted  an  habitual  attachment  to  him; 
and  he  was  suffered  to  remain,  although  some  of  his  associates 
aimed  at  his  expulsion.  Maupeou  strengthened  his  interest  by 
affecting  a  rep^ard  for  religion.  He  thus  insinuated  himself  into 
the  favour  of  the  king's  daughter  Louisa,  a  Carmelite  nun,  who 
was  at  once  a  devotee  and  a  politician.  By  her  interest  he 
hoped  so  far  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power,  as  to  prevent 
the  countess  Du-Barri  and  M.  d'Aiguillon  from  procuring  his 
dismission. 

The  duke  did  not  so  exert  himself  with  regard  to  the  general 
affairs  of  Europe,  as  to  obtain  that  influence  which  Choiseul 
had  possessed  at  foreign  courts.    He  assisted  the  king  of  Swe- 
,__-   den,  however,  in  the  subiuuration  of  the  aristocratic 
*     *  '  party,  by  employing  in  that  service  the  mtrigumg 

address  of  the  count  de  Vergennes.  Of  the  dismemberment  of 
Poland  he  had  little  previous  intelligence  :  and  he  supinely  suf- 
fered the  three  combined  powers  to  plunder  and  oppress  a  de- 
fenceless nation  at  their  pleasure.  Louis  reproached  the  minis- 
ter for  his  negligence,  and  exclaimed,  '■'  If  Choiseul  had  been 
still  in  the  cabinet,  this  disgraceful  partition  might  have  been 
prevented.''  The  French  ambassador  at  Vienna  was  prince 
Louis,  afterwards  cardinal  de  Rohan  (a  creature  of  madame 
du-Barri,)  whose  supposed  inattention  to  the  politics  of  the 
day,  and  imputed  want  of  penetration,  exposed  him  to  public 
ridicule  and  censure.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the  king  had 
early  and  distinct  information  upon  the  subject. 

A  sanction  which  the  chancellor  had  long  wished  for  his  plan 
of  ejovernment,  was  afforded  by  the  versatility  of  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  who,  seduced  by  his  persuasions  or  those  of  the  duke, 
were  reconciled  to  the  court.  The  prince  of  Conde,  and  his 
son  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  led  the  way  on  this  occasion  ;  the 
dukes  of  Orleans  and  Chartres  followed.  The  dauphin  did  not 
interfere  in  the  national  business,  or  in  the  contests  of  party. 
This  prince,  when  he  appeared  in  public,  was  usually  received 
with  loud  acclamations.  He  was  hailed  as  Louis  le  desire^ — a 
severe  satire  on  the  reigning  prince. 

Among  the  reproaches  which  were  lavished  upon  the  mi- 
nisters, one  in  particular  was  less  merited  than  others.  It 
was  alleged  that  they  had  an  intention  of  re-establishing  the 
order  of  the  Jesuits  in  France.  The  duke  d'Aiguillon  certain- 
ly favoured  the  members  of  that  fraternity  :  but  it  was  chiefly 
because  they  had  been  strongly  opposed  by  the  difi'erent  parlia- 
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ments.  He  had  no  thoughts  of  restoring  the  order ;  and  the 
French  minister  at  Rome  received  instructions  from  the  cabinet 
to  promote  the  total  extinction  of  the  society.  The  pontiff  to 
whom  apphcation  was  now  made  for  this  purpose  was  not  the 
bigotted  Rezzonico,  but  the  prudent  and  moderate  Ganganelli. 

Clement  XIII.  dicd^*  while  the  great  dispute  subsisted  on 
the  extent  of  ecclesiastical  power.  The  papal  chair  remained  va- 
cant above  three  months,  from  the  difficuhy  of  choice  in  a  time 
of  confusion.  At  length,  the  French  and  Spanish  interest  pro- 
cured a  majority  of  votes  for  P'rancis  Laurence  Ganganelli,  a 
man  of  talents  and  respectability.  He  assumed  the  designation 
of  Clement  XIV.  as  the  last  pontiff  had  created  him  a  cardinal. 
His  elevation  gave  general  joy  ;  and  he  prepared  with  alacrity 
for  the  due  discharge  of  his  new  function'^  He  hoped  to  ap- 
pease the  courts  which  were  embroiled  with  that  of  Rome, 
without  derogating  from  the  rights  of  the  holy  see. 

His  first  endeavours  were  directed  to  a  reconciliation  with 
Portugal.  A  nuncio  was  re-admitted  at  Lisbon;  and  the  pope's 
overtures  were  favourably  received  by  the  king.  To  his  most 
Christian  majesty  he  sent  a  letter,  intimating,  that,  as  he  was 
only  the  administrator  of  the  domains  of  the  see  of  Rome,  he 
could  not  lawfully  cede  Avignon,  or  any  other  portion  of  the  ec- 
clesiastical territories;  and  that  he  could  not  so  far  yield  to  the 
clamours  against  the  Jesuits,  as  to  condemn  them  unheard,  but 
would  call  a  general  council  to  decide  the  question,  whether  it 
would  be  prudent  to  continue  or  proper  to  suppress  that  society. 
With  regard  to  the  duke  of  Parma,  he  suspended  the  effects  of 
the  brief  which  had  been  promulgated  against  him,  and  pro- 
mised to  do  him  justice.  He  addressed  other  princes  in  a  tone 
of  dignified  moderation,  conciliatory  without  meanness. 

For  the  cession  of  the  Venaissin,  Louis  offered  to  pay  six  mil- 
lions of  livres  ;  and  it  was  intimated  to  the  pope,  that  a  refusal 
would  be  resented.  A  speedy  decision  was  also  desired  on  the 
subject  of  the  Jesuitical  order :  but  Ganganelli  delayed,  above 
four  years,  the  determination  of  the  important  question.  After 
long  deliberation  in  his  own  mind,  and  frequent  consultations 
with  intelligent  individuals,  he  was  disposed  to  gratify  the  ad- 
versaries of  the  society.  Having  prepared  the  bull  of  dissolu- 
tion, the  pontiff  submitted  it  to  the  inspection  of  the  .  ^-^ 
most  learned  and  enlifjhtened  theoloa:ans,  and  sent 
copies  of  it  to  the  majority  of  the  European  princes,  that  he 
might  have  their  advice  for  its  improvement.  When  he  had  re- 

14  In  February  1769. 

15  A  Venftian  lady,  writing  to  a  friend  on  the  subject,  thus  pompously  expressed  herself. 
Allorn  tutlo  il  mondo  era.  infervorato  ;  e  si  credeva  che  il  secolo  d'oro  ricormnenciava.  "Then 
all  the  world  seemed  to  be  transported;  aod  it  was  imagined  that  the  golden  age  was  going  to 
recommence." 
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ceived  their  answers,  he  still  hesitated;  l^ut  he  at  length  resolved 
to  put  an  end  to  a  society  which  had  excited  general  odium.  Al- 
leging the  decline  of  that  utility  which  had  once  attended  the 
existence  of  the  order,  referring  to  the  restless  spirit  of  political 
intrigue  which  influenced  its  members,  and  lamenting  the  effects 
I  ,     ^.     of  their  pernicious  doctrines,  he  signed  and  promul- 

^  ■  gated  the  iv.emorable  edict  of  suppression  Malvezzi, 
archbishop  of  Bologna,  enforced  the  bull  with  zeal  in  his  dio- 
cese; and  other  prelates  were  not  slow  in  secularising  the  ob- 
noxious fraternity.  All  the  colleges  and  seminaries  of  the  Je- 
suits w  ere  seized,  and  their  revenues  confiscated  ;  but  pensions 
were  allowed  to  them,  that  they  might  not  be  reduced  to  ab- 
solute poverty.  Ricci,  the  general  of  the  order,  was  required 
to  sign  circular  letters,  addressed  to  the  missionaries  and  dis- 
persed members  of  the  society,  intimating  that  the  company  had 
been  suppressed  with  the  consent  of  all  the  catholic  princes,  and 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  obey  the  bishops  of  the  different  dio- 
ceses in  which  they  v ere  then  resident.  He  was  very  reserved 
when  interrogated  w ith  regard  to  the  affairs  and  the  property  of 
the  society;  and  the  wealth  discovered  proved  much  less  consi- 
derable than  the  public  supposed  it  to  be. 

As  the  Jesuits  had  been  distinguished  by  their  success  in  the 
instruction  of  youth,  their  places  were  not  easily  supplied.  Cle- 
ment, by  his  advice  and  authority,  laboured  to  remedy  the  de- 
ficiency. He  framed  a  judicious  plan  of  education,  and  made 
diligent  search  for  ecclesiastics  and  other  persons  capable  of 
carrving  it  into  efi'ect.  New  schools  were  opened;  and  the  uni- 
versities, particularly  that  of  Ferrara,  w  ere  improved  by  new  re- 
gulations. 

The  courts  which  had  been  hostile  to  the  pope  were  now  re- 
conciled to  him.  The  territories  of  the  church  were  restored  ;. 
and  Rome  was  magnificently  illuminated  on  this  joyful  occasion. 
Great  discontent,  however,  was  excited  among  the  high  church- 
men, in  Italy  and  other  catholic  countries,  by  the  suppression 
of  an  order  peculiarly  devoted  to  the  see  of  Rome. 

Although  the  king  of  Naples  accommodated  his  territorial  dis- 
putes with  the  court  of  Rome,  he  was  not  willing  to  relinquish 
his  purpose  of  acting  as  head  of  the  church  in  his  own  dominions. 
Nor  was  he  unmindful  of  reform  in  affairs  of  state.  He  ren- 
dered the  administration  more  regular;  suppressed  some  abuses, 
and  improved  both  his  army  and  navy.  His  government,  how- 
ever, Avas  too  arbitrary,  and  not  sufficiently  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  law.  In  the  island  of  Sicily  he  was  less  popular  than  in 
the  kingdom  of  Naples;  and,  at  Palermo,  an  insurrection  ha- 
rassed his  official  representative.  The  causes  of  the  disturbance 
may  thus  be  traced.  The  praetor  or  chief  municipal  magistrate. 
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in  the  year  1771,  was  the  prince  of  Cassaro,  who  so  conducted 
himself  in  his  pubhc  character  as  to  be  praised  for  justice  and 
impartiahty,  and  also  acquired  popularity  by  his  private  vir- 
tues. When  a  great  advance  in  the  price  of  corn  was  appre- 
hended, the  senate  of  Palermo  resolved  to  purchase  a  considera- 
ble quantity  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  before  it  was  en- 
hanced; and,  with  that  view,  applied  to  the  marquis  de  Fogliani, 
the  viceroy,  for  the  loan  of  a  sum  of  money  remaining  in  the 
treasury,  out  of  the  produce  of  the  confiscated  property  of  the 
Jesuits.  The  marquis  having  rejected  the  application,  the  prae- 
tor borrowed  money,  and  purchased  corn  at  his  own  risque,  for 
general  consumption.  The  people  applauded  his  conduct,  and 
called  him  their  benefactor  and  their  father.  He  was  highly 
gratified  with  their  good  opinion  ;  but  the  infirm  and  disordered 
state  of  his  person  prevented  him  from  enjoying  his  popularity 
without  alloy.  He  was  particularly  harassed  with  the  stone; 
and  the  viceroy's  surgeon  extracted  the  morbific  calculus;  but 
the  painful  operation  gave  the  patient  so  severe  a  shock,  that  he 
did  not  long  survive  it.  When  he  was  in  danger,  images  of 
saints  and  holy  reliques  were  carried  in  solemn  procession  to 
the  senate-house,  where  the  populace  with  tears  implored  the 
intercession  of  the  celestial  host  for  his  recovery;  and  multitudes 
repaired  to  the  shrine  of  St.  Rosalia,  to  offer  up  fervent  prayers 
for  his  safety.  As  soon  as  his  death  was  announced,  grief  was 
first  manifested ;  but  it  was  quickly  followed  by  clamour  and 
outrage.  Exasperated  at  the  conduct  of  monopolists,  who  were 
supposed  to  have  produced,  by  their  selfish  arts,  the  inordinate 
augmentation  of  the  price  of  bread  and  other  necessaries  of  life, 
the  people  accused  the  viceroy  of  having  entered  into  a  combi- 
nation with  the  nobility  and  the  rich  citizens  to  starve  the  poor; 
and  it  was  even  pretended,  that  he  had  suborned  his  surgeon  to 
take  away  the  life  of  Cassaro.  Hence  arose,  in  September  1773, 
an  alarming  riot. 

The  populace  opened  the  prisons,  and  having  released  all  who 
were  confined,  set  fire  to  the  buildings.  Two  pieces  of  cannon 
were  seized  by  the  rioters,  and  loaded  with  old  iron  and  glass; 
and  the  great  number  and  firm  front  of  the  malcontents,  or  per- 
haps an  opinion  of  the  reasonable  nature  of  their  complaints,  in- 
duced a  regiment  of  horse-guards  to  be  wholly  passive  on  the 
occasion,  rather  than  active  in  the  enforcement  of  submission. 
The  archbishop  of  Palermo,  and  some  popular  noblemen,  ex- 
postulated with  the  leaders  for  some  time  without  effect;  but 
when  they  were  assured  that  the  viceroy  would  comply  with 
their  wishes  for  his  departure,  and  that  the  prelate  would  act  as 
governor  until  the  king's  pleasure  should  be  known,  they  ex- 
pressed their  satisfaction,  and  retired  in  peace- 
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A  subsequent  report  of  an  order  from  the  viceroy  for  assem- 
bling troops,  and  manning  the  fortifications,  revived  the  fury  of 
the  people.  They  took  possession  of  the  works  and  the  gates 
without  the  least  opposition  from  the  soldiery,  and  then  attacked 
the  houses  of  some  monopolists  and  favourites  of  the  marquis, 
whose  furniture  they  threw  into  fires  kindled  in  the  streets.  One 
of  the  rioters,  having  secreted  some  valuable  articles,  suffered 
death  on  the  spot  from  the  summary  justice  of  his  more  ho- 
nourable associates. 

Proceeding  to  the  palace,  the  mob  searched  for  the  viceroy, 
who,  being  rescued  from  personal  injury  by  the  friendly  courage 
of  a  young  nobleman,  was  attended  by  the  archbishop  to  the 
sea-side,  amidst  the  execrations  of  the  rabble,  and  embarked  for 
Cefalu.  The  prelate  then  entered  upon  the  administration,  and 
sent  deputies  to  Naples,  to  solicit  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  a 
general  pardon.  As  the  king,  however,  was  not  disposed  to  ac- 
cede to  the  demands  of  the  rioters,  they  continued  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  the  city,  and  made  choice  of  a  low  mechanic  for  their 
viceroy,  who  soon  exercised  his  illegal  power  in  the  commit- 
ment of  many  friends  of  the  court  to  prison.  The  macstranza^ 
or  a?5SOciation  of  tradesmen,  disgusted  at  this  arrogance  and  li- 
centiousness, resolved  to  oppose  the  insurgents;  and  a  conflict, 
not  wholly  bloodless,  tended  to  check  the  career  of  the  populace. 
Some  of  the  leaders  were  now  put  to  death  by  the  magistrates; 
and  order  w  as  in  a  great  measure  restored.  The  viceroy  re- 
sunied  his  authority,  but  kept  his  court  at  Messina.  Count  Co- 
rafa  was  invested  w  ith  the  chief  command  of  the  Sicilian  forces, 
in  preference  to  the  prince  of  Villa-Franca,  whose  appointment 
was  desired  by  the  people.  Two  battalions  were  sent  to  Paler- 
mo, to  prevent  the  revival  of  sedition;  and  this  state  of  affairs 
continued  until  the  summer  of  the  following  year,  when  a  com- 
.  plete  amnesty  was  granted,  a  less  obnoxious  vice- 
A.  D.  17/4.  ^^y  appointed,  and  the  prince  permitted  to  super- 
sede Corafa. 

The  discontent  in  France  did  not,  as  in  Sicily,  produce  an  in- 
surrection. The  people  still  complained  of  misgovernment  and 
oppression;  but  a  dread  of  the  power  of  the  court  kept  them  in 
a  state  of  submission.  Cabals  continued  to  agitate  the  cabinet. 
The  marquis  de  Monteynard  was  at  length  discarded;  and  the 
duke  d'Aiguillon  seized  the  vacant  emj^loyment.  The  chan- 
cellor began  to  tremble;  but  he  had  the  address  to  maintain 
himself  in  power. 

A  disgraceful  reign  at  length  approached  its  close.  At  Tria- 
non, the  royal  voluptuary  had  an  aflair  of  gallantry  with  a 
young  woman  who  had  caught  the  small-pox  a  few  hours  before 
this  connexion.     She  communicated  the  disorder  to  her  sove- 
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reign  ;  and  he  gave  her,  in  exchange,  a  half-cured  distemper, 
which  had  long  undermined  his  health.  When  his  life  was  per- 
ceived to  be  in  great  danger,  a  dispute  arose  among  the  cour- 
tiers, whether  he  should  be  suffered  to  receive  the  sacraments  of 
the  church,  whicii  could  not  be  canonically  administered  before 
the  dismission  of  his  concubine  Du  Barri.  This  lady,  to  pre- 
vent or  retard  the  stigma,  desired  the  physicians  to  keep  the 
king  uninformed  of  h'S  danger :  but  such  concealment  was  found 
impracticable;  and  Louis,  reminding  her  that  he  was  the  oldest 
son  of  the  church,  expressed  a  desire  of  dying  like  a  Christian, 
if  the  Almighty  should  not  restore  him  to  health.  He  ordered 
her  to  be  privately  conducted  to  the  seat  of  the  duke  d'Aiguillon; 
and  then,  having  confessed  his  sins,  received  the  viaticum.  At- 
tended by  two  of  his  daughters  with  affectionate  anxiety,  he  gra- 
dually witnessed  the  approach  of  death.  Even  before  he  ex- 
pired, the  concurrence  of  his  two  diseases  had  nearly  reduced 
his  frame  to  a  state  of  putrefaction.  He  died  in  the  ^. 
sixtv- fifth  year  of  his  ao-e,  after  a  reisrn  of  fiftv-eifjht  '^ 
years.  Louis,  the  dauphin,  now  ascended  the  throne,  with  the 
general  joy  of  the  nation.  The  deceased  prince  left  two  other 
grandsons, — the  count  de  Provence,  and  the  count  d'Artois, 
each  of  whom  had  espoused  a  daughter  of  Victor  Amadeus  HL 
king  of  Sardinia,  the  successor  (in  1773)  of  the  venerable 
Charles  Emanuel. 

The  pontiff,  who  owed  his  election  chiefly  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  Louis,  did  not  long  survive  his  royal  p/atron.  A  ju- 
.bilee  had  been  announced  by  Ganganelli  for  the  year  1775 ;  but 
it  was  a  current  prophecy,  that  he  would  not  live  to  officiate  at 
the  solemnity.  He  was  certainly  apprehensive  of  danger  from 
the  animosity  of  the  ex-Jesuits  and  their  numerous  partisans  ; 
but  it  cannot  be  affirmed,  with  historic  truth,  that  poison  was 
administered  tojhim^^.  He  laboured  under  a  lingering  disor- 
der, which  is  said  to  have  originally  proceeded  from  a  suppres- 
sion of  urine:  and  he  died  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  o 
his  age,  lamented  by  those  who  were  acquainted  with  '  1  •  *• 
his  private  virtues  and  his  modest  worth.  He  was  liberal  in 
his  ideas  ;  free  from  bigotry,  pride,  and  arrogance ;  unwilling  to 
exercise  either  spiritual  or  tem.poral  tyranny.  His  edict  against 
the  Jesuits  did  not  arise  from  an  oppressive  spirit,  but  from  his 
sense  of  the  expediency  of  suppressing  a  pernicious  society.  As 
he  was  not  blin.l  to  all  die  errors  of  the  Romish  system,  he  was 
sometimes  called  xhQ  Protestant  Pope.  The  letters  published  un- 

16  It'  he  had  been  poisoned,  the  French  and  Spanish  ministers,  who  were  present  when 
the  Ijodj'  was  opened,  wouUl  probably,  from  their  hostility  to  the  Jesuits,  have  endeavoured 
to  substantiate  the  charge,  but  they  did  not  att'^innt  to  biinsr  it  to  the  test  of  legitimate 
decision . 
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der  his  name  seem  to  he  spurious :  yet  they  are  not  inexpressive 
of  such  sentiments  as  he  may  he  supposed  to  have  entertained. 

It  was  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  liie  cardinals  to  fill  the  pa- 
pal chair  with  a  prelate  more  devoted  than  Ganganelli  to  the 
his')  claims  of  the  church;  hut  the  difBculty  of  determining  the 
choice  occasioneda  great  loss  of  time.  The  ministers  of  France 
and  Spain  exerted  all  their  interest  to  prevent  the  election  of  a 
zealot;  vet,  after  a  long  deliheration  upon  the  pretensions  of 
the  different  candidates,  they  either  did  not  seem  to  know  whom 
they  should  prefer,  or  conk!  not  prevail  on  the  leading  memhers 
of  the  conclave  to  choose  that  prelate  whom  they  particularly 
wished  to  promote. 

John  Angelo  Braschi,  who  had  been  introduced  into  public 
life  by  Benedict  XIV.  enjoyed  a  fair  character,  and  rather 
steered  betw  een  the  zealous  party  and  the  advocates  of  modera- 
tion, than  attached  himself  to  either.  No  one,  at  first,  thought 
that  he  would  be  the  object  of  chf)ice.  Pallavicini  was  recom- 
mended by  the  court  of  Madrid;  Visconti,  by  that  of  Vienna; 
and  Pamphili  was  supj)orted  by  those  cardinals  who  regretted 
the  extinction  of  the  Jesuitical  order.  At  length  Giraud,  who 
had  acted  as  papal  nuncio  in  France,  pro])Osed  Braschi,  in 
whose  favour  Pallavicini  waved  his  pretensions.  The  ministers 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon  w  ere  now  disposed  to  promote  the 
election  of  Visconti ;  and  w  hen  the  majority  opposed  them  in 
that  respect,  they  consented  to  the  elevation  of  Braschi,  to  whose 
interest  the  zealots  were  ultimately  brought  over  by  the  persua- 
sions of  the  cardinals  de  Bernis  and  Zelada'^ 

Favoured,  after  a  delay  of  almost  five  months,  with  the  suf- 
frages of  the  sacred  college,  Braschi  commenced  his  pontificate 
under  the  appellation  of  Pius  VI.  He  found  the  management 
of  parties  a  difficult  task.  He  wished  to  be  on  amicable  terms 
with  the  zealots,  but  could  not  listen  to  them  without  giving 
disgust  to  the  French  and  Spanish  ministers,  who  expected 
from  him  an  adherence  to  the  system  of  Clement  XIV.  His 
conduct  was  anxiously  watched  by  both  parties;  he  was  alter- 
nately overawed  by  each;  and  both  accused  him  of  duplicity. 
The  Spaniard  domineered  over  him  in  a  way  which  particularly- 
displeased  him;  but  he  studiously  concealed  his  chagrin.  His 
joy  he  could  not  so  easily  dissemble,  when  that  minister,  being 
created  count  de  Florida-Blanca,  was  recalled  to  Madrid  to  act 
as  prime  minister. 

17  Meinoires  historiques  et  pliilosopliiqnes  siir  Pie  W.  ci  son  ponlificat,  cliap.  2. — The 
anvhor  of  this  worli  is  said  to  be  ilie  Spanish  (li|ilomatist  d'Azara  ;  and  even  the  vanity  with 
•tthiel)  lie  speaks  ot  liimsflCdoes  not  wholly  disprove  the  assertion  ;  tor  such  inttances  of  self- 
pi  aise  are  not  ver)'  uncommon,  however  repugnant  to  the  modesty  of  real  meiit.  He  also 
speaks  of  the  French  governmont  and  nation  as  if  they  were  his  own  ;  but  the  two  states 
were  then  closely  connected  :  and  he  wished  to  conceal,  in  this  instance,  his  assumptiou  of 
'he  character  of  an  author. 
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LETTER  II. 

A  sketch  of  the  history  of  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies^ 
from  the  peace  of  1763,  to  the  rupture  with  the  colonial  sub- 
jects  of  t fiat  kingdom. 

DURING  the  war  which  the  earl  of  Chatham  conducted 
with  such  abihty  and  sj^irit,  you  must  have  observed,  my  dear 
son,  that  Great  Britain  stood  upon  high  ground  :  but,  when 
hostihties  gave  way  to  a  treaty,  she  descended  from  her  eleva- 
tion, and  forbore  to  insist  on  the  pre-eminent  advantages  which 
she  mighr  justly  have  claimed.  I  do  not  blame  the  tories  for 
their  pacific  inclinations,  but  for  concluding  a  less  beneficial 
peace  than  they  might  with  little  difficulty  have  obtained. 

Satisfied  with  having  restored  peace,  and  being  at  the  same 
time  sensible  of  the  want  of  popularity,  the  earl  «  "i  «  1 7  •  i 
of  Bute  retired  from  office.  This  nobleman,  be-  '  ' 
fore  he  commenced  his  ministerial  functions,  had  ac(|uired  the 
reputation  of  honor  and  probity.  Perhaps,  also,  he  was  a  sin- 
cere patriot ;  but  his  conduct  in  various  instances  proved,  that 
his  intellects  were  narrow,  and  his  judgment  weak.  His  cle-ire 
of  peace  would  not  deserve  blame,  if  he  had  not  evinced  such 
eagerness  for  it,  as  to  encourage  the  arrogance  of  the  enemies 
of  his  country.  His  partiality  to  the  Scots  would  have  been 
less  censurable,  if  he  had  only  promoted  or  rewarded  men  of 
worth  and  merit.  His  attachment  to  toryism  might  have  been 
more  readily  forgiven,  if  he  had  only  opposed  the  licentio.jsness 
of  the  whigs,  instead  of  inculcating  arbitrary  and  unconstitu- 
tional principlesi. 

The  earl  recommended,  for  his  successor,  Mr.  George 
Grenville,  who  was  chieflv  assisted  in  the  ad  ninistration  bv  the 
earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax,  the  secretaries  of  state.  That 
these  ministers  were  not  always  influenced  by  strict  constitu- 
tional principles,  appeared  in  a  remarkable  case. 

John  Wilkes,  member  for  Aylesbury,  observing  that  the  mi- 
nisters were  not  in  favour  with  the  public,  and  that  the  king,  in 
<;onsequence  of  his  partiality  to  the  tories,  was  less  popular  than 
he  had  been,  resolved  to  commence  a  career  of  vigorous  opposi- 
tion, in  the  hope  of  profiting  by  the  embarrassment  of  the  cabinet 
and  the  agitations  of  the  realm.  Boldly  attacking  the  speech 
delivered  by  his  majesty  at  the  close  of  the  session,  he  declared, 
in  a  periodical  paper,  that  it  contained  infamous  fallacies,  and 
that  the  whole  was  a  most  abandoned  instance  of  ministerial  ef- 

1  It  has  been  afRrmed.  thathr^  -etaincd  an  influ>-nce  la  the  cabinet  for  twenty  years  aftcf 
his  resignation  ;  but  he  repeatedly  declared  to  his  friends,  that,  after  the  year  1766,  he  ne» 
vcr  ijave  advice  to  tlie  king  or  any  of  his  niiiiisiers. 

Vol.  V.  H 
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frontery.  A  warrant,  not  particular  or  specific,  but  directed 
generally  ao;ainst  the  authors,  printers,  and  publishers,  ot  the 
abusive  paper,  was  delivered  to  the  messenj^ers  of  the  secreta- 
ry's office,  who,  having  learned  that  Wilkes  was  the  wriier  of 
the  libel,  seized  his  jxipers,  and  carried  hiin  before  the  earl  of 
Halifax.  He  was  then  sent  to  the  tower;  but,  on  application  to 
the  court  of  Coiunion-pleas,  his  privileged  character,  as  a  sena- 
tor, procured  his  release.  From  that  time  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  two  houses,  this  affair  was  one  of  the  chief  topics  of  con- 
versation. It  involved  two  questions,  highly  important;  the  ex- 
tent of  parliamentary  privilege,  and  the  legality  of  general  war- 
rants. The  lords  and  commons,  after  animated  debates,  denied 
that  privilege  extended  to  the  case  of  a  seditious  libel ;  but  they 
left  the  other  point  undetermined.  Wilkes  was  expelled  for  the 
offensive  publication;  and,  as  he  was  then  out  of  the  kingdom, 
outlawry  followed  his  conviction  at  common  law. 

The  cause  of  an  individual  became  that  of  the  public.  The 
populace  almost  idolized  the  man  who,  if  not  a  sincere  and  dis- 
interested patriot,  was  willing  to  extort  from  the  court  some  im- 
portant concessions  in  favor  of  liberty;  and  even  those  who  de- 
spised his  character  were  ready  to  support  him  for  the  general 
interest.  His  name  was  now  familiar  to  politicians  of  every 
class.  His  person  was  unpleasing ;  his  obliquity  of  vision  ren- 
dered his  countenance  almost  disgusting:  and  he  was  not  mere- 
ly gay  and  dissipated,  but  profligate  and  profane.  His  exertions, 
however,  against  an  unpopular  cabinet,  seemed  to  atone  for  eve- 
ry deficiency  and  every  vice;  and,  when  he  returned  to  England, 
he  was  saluted  with  acclamations  wherever  he  presented  himself. 

This  dispute  so  occupied  the  public  mind,  that  the  hostilities 
which  arose  between  the  British  subjects  in  North  America  and 
the  barbarian  natives  of  the  country,  and  also  a  war  which 
broke  out  in  India,  attracted  little  notice.  The  savages  ex- 
claimed against  the  English,  as  encroaching  intruders,  by  whom 
their  hunting  grounds  were  gradually  seized;  and  considerable 
parties,  marching  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  to  t'le  nearest  set- 
tlements, destroyed  the  persons  and  property  of  many  defence- 
less families,  and  cut  off"  the  garrisons  of  several  forts.  They 
defeated  one  detachment,  and  thinned  the  ranks  of  another;  but 
,  „^.  they  could  not  gain  possession  of  the  principal  forts, 
*  and  were  at  length  induced  to  desist  from  hostilities. 

The  Asiatic  w  nr  was  of  longer  duration.  Jaffier  had  been  de- 
posed by  the  English  in  the  year  1760,  and  Cossim  was  then 
placed  on  the  viusnud;  but  the  conduct  of  the  latter,  in  the  third 
year  of  his  government,  furnished  his  ambitious  allies  with  a 
pretence  for  opposing  him  by  arms.  They  were  the  aggressors 
in  the  war  :  but  they  alleged  that  he  was  preparing  to  attack 


LET.  II.  MODERN  EUROPE.  59 

them.  They  dispossessed  him  of  Patna  :  hut  he  re-took  the 
to^vn  with  ease,  and  murdered  some  English  fugitives.  A  vi- 
gorous war  was  now  carried  on  against  him  :  he  was  deprived, 
by  the  disciplined  valor  of  the  company's  troops,  of  the  whole 
province  of  Bengal  ;  and  Jaffier  was  again  declared  soubahdar. 
The  mogul,  and  the  nabob  of  Oude,  took  arms  in  defence  of 
Cossim  :  but  their  eftbrls  were  so  unsuccessful,  that  they  were 
glad  to  purchase  peace  by  concessions^. 

The  consideration  of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  North 
American  colonies  sugi^ested  a  scheme  of  taxation,  which,  at 
their  expense,  ^^  ould  tend  to  the  relief  of  the  mother  country. 
The  tories  of  the  cabinet  did  not  reflect  on  the  impropriety  of 
taxing,  in  parliament,  an  unrepresented  country  ;  nor  did  they 
sufficiently  consider  the  free  spirit  which  had  descended  as  an 
inheritance  on  the  northern  provinces,  and  which,  it  might  be 
supposed,  would  also  appear  in  the  south,  in  case  of  any  palpa- 
ble violation  of  the  privileges  of  British  subjects.  They  affected 
to  think  that  nothing  was  more  reasonable  than  the  proposition, 
and  they  were  ready,  if  it  should  be  resisted,  to  call  forth  all  the 
terrors  of  government.  They  would  not,  however,  carry  the 
scheme  into  immediate  execution,  but  announced  it  in  a  vote  of 
the  house  of  commons,  as  an  object  of  future  enactment.  The 
Americans  of  the  higher  classes  instantly  perceived  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  the  proposal,  and  were  by  no  means  inclined  to 
submit  to  it ;  and  their  writers  studiously  propagated  through 
every  province  a  strong  aversion  to  the  arbitrary  project.  Mr. 
Grenville  and  his  colleagues,  however,  obstinately  i7fi~ 

persisted  in  it ;  and  stamp-duties  on  a  multitude  of    '     * 
articles  were  imposed  by  statute. 

Disgusted  at  the  conduct  of  the  parliament,  the  Americans 
called  a  congress,  and  voted  strong  remonstrances.  All  the 
provinces,  indeed,  did  not  depute  representatives  to  this  meet- 
ing, but  it  was  more  from  want  of  opportunity  than  of  inclina- 
tion, that  four  had  no  delegates.  Not  only  the  northern  colo- 
nies, in  which  a  more  free  spirit  prevailed  than  in  the  rest,  were 
in  a  state  of  irritation  and  alarm  ;  but  the  middle  and  southern 
provinces  were  also  in  a  ferment.  One  of  the  last  (namely. 
South  Carolina)  had  recently  received  an  accession  of  industri- 
ous inhabitants,  by  the  arrival  of  about  six  hundred  German 
emigrants,  who,  having  been  inveigled  into  England  by  a  sol- 
dier of  fortune,  under  a  promise  of  setding  them  on  the  islands 
St.  John  and  La  Croix  in  North  America,  had  been  left  by  him 
to  general  charity,  and  were  liberally  rescued  from  the  danger 

2  In  1765.  Anew  wararose,  in  1767,  from  a  wish  to  check  the  ambition  ot  Ilyder  Ali, 
the  usurper  of  Mysore.  It  was  attended  with  various  conflicts,  in  which  the  Englisii  chiefly- 
prevailed  :  butas  they  concluded  peace  when  Ilyder  was  almost  at  the  gates  of  Madras,  they 
could  not  enforce  such  favourable  conditionsasthcy  expected  to  procure. 
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of  perishinp;  by  want.  These  colonists  were  soon  animated  with 
the  same  sj^irit  which  actuated  the  other  inhabitants. 

The  ministers  hav  injj  endeavoured  to  emancipate  themselves 
from  the  influence  of  lord  Bute,  he  advised  the  king  to  make  a 
new  choice  ;  and,  after  repeated  attempts  to  draw  Mr.  Pitt  into 
the  cabinet  widiout  i^ivinuj  him  full  sway,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  marquis  of  Rockingham  and  his  friends  should  be  intrust- 
ed with  the  administration.  This  nobleman  accepted  the  office 
of  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury  :  and  general  Conway  and 
the  duke  of  Grafton  were  appointed  secretaries  of  state. 

Sensible  of  the  impolicy  of  the  stamp  act,  the  marquis  recom- 
mended an  abrogation  of  it ;  and  his  majesty,  not  without  reluc- 
^-^  tance,  assented  to  a  bill  which  the  two  houses  had 
*  *  '  *  passed  for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time,  the 
advocates  for  the  high  claims  of  the  legislature  were  gratified 
with  an  act,  declaring  that  "  the  king  and  parliament  had,  and 
of  right  ought  to  have,  f  ,11  power  and  authority  to  make  laws 
and  statutes  of  sufficient  force  to  bind  the  colonies,  and  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  them,  in  all  cases  whatsoever.''^ 

A  regard  for  the  constitution  influenced  the  premier  to  pro- 
mote the  enactment  of  a  bill  against  general  warrants  ;  but  he 
could  only  procure  a  vole  of  the  commons,  who  pronounced 
them  to  be  illegal  in  every  case  except  where  they  were  allow- 
ed by  an}'  act  of  parliament.  In  other  points,  also,  he  attended 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people. 

As  the  absence  of  Mr.  Pitt  from  the  cabinet  seemed  to  weak- 
en the  administration,  the  court  requested  him  to  propose  such 
arrangements  as  might  give  strength  and  stability  to  the  govern- 
ment. By  his  advice,  the  duke  of  Grafton  was  named  succes- 
sor to  the  marquis  of  R(jckingham,  and  the  earl  of  Shelburne 
was  authorised  to  act  as  secretary  of  state  with  general  Conway, 
Mr.  Pitt,  with  the  title  of  earl  of  Chatham,  obtained  the  office  of 
keeper  of  the  privy  seal ;  and  to  his  respectable  friend,  lord 
Camden,  the  great  seal  was  delivered.  Mr.  Charles  Townsend 
succeeded  Mr.  Dowdesu  ell  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ; 
and  he  soon  manifested  his  want  of  judgment,  bv  introducing 
a  bill  for  the  exaction  of  new  duties  from  the  Americans,  on 
pretence  of  the  mere  regulation  of  commerce,  but,  in  reality, 
to  raise  a  revenue  disposable  by  parliament. 

.„,_  Mr.  Pitt,  or  rather  the  earl  of  Chatham,  did  not 
*  long  congratiihue  himself  on  the  success  of  his  ar- 
rangements. Even  his  authority  could  not  produce  harmony  in 
the  cabinet ;  and  being  disordered  in  his  bodily  frame,  and  un- 
easy in  his  mind,  he  could  not  attend  to  ministerial  duties. 
T(v\nshend,  who  was  a  man  of  wit  and  eloquence,  and  had  also 
a  spirit  of  ambition,  now  courted  his  sovereign,  that  he  might 
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rise  to  the  plenitude  of  power  :  but  he  did  not  live  to  become 
prime  minister.  Lord  North  succeeded  him  in  his  financial  em- 
ployment, which  he  accepted  at  the  particular  desire  of  the  prin- 
cess of  Wales. 

The  new  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was,  in  appearance,  a 
heavy  niass  of  dulness  ;  but  he  was  an  able  speaker,  and  under- 
stood the  business  of  the  treasury,  thou£2jh  he  did  not  evince  the 
talents  of  a  p;reat  minister.  He  was  too  obsequious  to  the  king, 
and  too  ready  to  submit  to  that  secret  influence  of  which  the  earl 
of  Chatham  complained.  He  was  a  promoter  of  the  practice  of 
ministerial  corruption;  connived  at  abuses  in  every  department; 
and  hated  the  very  name  of  reform^  long  before  the  French  re- 
volution rendered  it  generally  odious. 

The  eloquence  of  lord  Nc  rth  had  already  been  displayed  to 
the  prejudice  of  Wilkes,  who,  having  now  returned  to  England, 
was  sentenced  to  a  long  imprisonment,  after  he  had  ,  „^c> 

been  elected  member  for  Middlesex  at  the  general  -'••'• 
election.  When  the  parliament  assembled,  a  sanguinary  riot 
arose  from  the  wish  of  the  populace  to  attend  the  prisoner  to  the 
house.  He  was,  in  all  probability,  pleased  at  the  zeal  of  his  par- 
tisans ;  but  he  did  not  encourage  them  to  release  him.  He  ex- 
pected to  profit,  ultimately,  by  suffering  in  what  he  termed  the 
cause  of  liberty. 

The  Americans  were  not  less  hostile  to  the  court  than  Wilkes 
and  his  friends  were  ;  and  riots  broke  out  at  Boston,  where  a 
convention  was  formed  by  deputies  from  the  different  towns  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  petition  voted  to  his  majesty  for  a  re- 
dress of  grievances.  Both  houses  reprobaied  the  conduct  of  the 
provincials  ;  and,  instead  of  conciliating  them  by  fair  promises, 
menaced  them  with  si.^nal  vengeance. 

Deliberations  upon  the  former  guilt  and  the  renewed  delin- 
quency of  Wilkes,  who  had  arraigned  the  cruelty  of  ministers 
for  having  employed  the  soldiery  against  the  people,  produced 
a  vote  for  his  expulsion.  His  constituents  re-chose  i-taq 

him  without  hesitation:  the  incensed  commons  pro-  *  * 
nounced  him  "  incapable  of  being  re-elected  to  serve  in  that  par- 
liament :''  he  was  again  chosen,  and  the  election  was  again  de- 
clared null.  Colonel  Luttrell  having  offered  himself  to  represent 
the  county,  when  a  new  writ  was  sent  to  the  sheriffs,  the  interest 
of  the  court  procured  a  few  votes  for  him  ;  but  Wilkes  was  gra- 
tified with  a  repetition  of  popular  choice.  The  house,  without 
regard  to  the  rights  of  the  freeholders,  annulled  the  votes  whicli 
had  been  given  for  Wilkes,  and  ordered  the  colonel  to  take  his 
seat.  This  arbitrary  vote  reflects  disgrace  on  the  commons  of 
that  day.  It  v\ab  vmdicated'm  the  pompous  dialect  of  the  pen- 
sioned Johnson  ;  but  none  of  his  arguments  co\AA  justify  it.  It 
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gave  occasion  for  various  reinonstrances  from  counties  and  cor- 
poraticMis,  and  formed  the  chief  object  of  attack  in  some  of  the 
si^irited  letters  of  the  unknown  Junius. 

The  conduct  of  the  court  toward  the  Americans  not  being  al- 
together agreeable  to  the  duke  of  Grafton,  he  resigned  the  em- 
,  — ,,  ])loyment  of  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  for  which  the 
''  '  kingselectedlord North, whoseappointuentdidnot 
promise  a  happy  termination  of  the  disputes  with  the  colonies. 
Lord  Camden  had  been  previously  dismissed  for  having  con- 
demned the  late  proceedings  of  the  commons  ;  and  he  retired 
^vitll  the  reputation  of  abilities  and  integrity.  The  earl  of  Chat- 
ham had,  long  before,  resigned  his  office;  and  he  now  exercised 
his  eloquence  in  defence  of  the  right  of  electors,  of  the  bold  re- 
monstrances of  public  bodies,  and  of  the  x\merican  pretensions 
to  the  right  of  internal  taxation.  Mr.  Grenville,  the  ex-minis- 
ter, was  also  numbered  among  the  opposers  of  the  court:  but  he 
did  not  concur  in  all  the  objects  of  that  party.  He  distinguished 
himself  at  this  time  by  framing  a  salutary  bill  for  the  settlement 
of  disputed  elections. 

Although  it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  colonists  would  be 
content  with  a  repeal  of  the  chief  duties  imposed  by  the  late  act 
of  revenue,  while  one  remained,  lord  North  introduced  a  bill 
which  only  left  the  tax  upon  tea.  This  act  was  a  futile  attempt 
to  pacify  the  provincials. 

A  rumour  of  war  now  arose.  The  jealousy  of  Spain,  with  regard 
to  colonial  territory,  has  frequently  been  productive  of  dispute, 
and  sometimes  of  hostility.  Even  the  occupancy  of  one  of  the 
inhospitable  Falkland  islands,  by  a  small  number  of  British  sub- 
jects, exposed  the  colony  to  insult  and  violence.  A  Spanish 
officer  from  a  neighbouring  island  warned  the  English  of  the 
danger  of  continuing  at  the  settlement ;  and  an  armament  from 
Buenos- Ayres  dislodged  them  from  it.  The  British  court  re- 
monstrated against  this  outrage,  and  ordered  a  fleet  to  be  equip- 
ped. The  Spanish  monarch,  at  first,  refused  to  make  the  least 
^^,  concession ;  but  he  at  length  consented  to  a  restitu- 
A.  D.  1/  /  .  tiQi-jQft]^e  territory,  This  favour,  however,  was  only 
granted  in  consequence  of  an  intimation  given  at  the  time  of 
treating,  that  the  settlement,  after  being  restored  pro  forma^ 
would  not  be  retained.  The  ministry,  on  this  occasion,  evinced 
a  greater  regard  for  the  honour  of  Spain  than  for  that  of  Great 
Britain.  A  spirited  cabinet  would  have  insisted  on  full  restitu- 
tion and  indemnification,  without  giving  the  smallest  hint  of 
anv  future  intention  of  relinquishing  the  settlement. 

After  havmg  accommodated  this  dispute,  the  ministers  were 
involved  in  what  they  deemed  a  more  ignoble  contest.  On  a 
complaint  of  misrepresentation  of  speeches  delivered  in  parlia- 
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ment,  orders  were  issued  for  apprehending  sonrie  printers  and 
publishers  :  and,  as  the  mayor  and  one  of  the  aldermen  (Crobby 
and  Oliver)  resisted  the  execution  of  these  orders  in  the  city, 
they  were  sent  to  the  tower  by  the  house  of  commons.  Wilkes, 
who  had  concurred  with  his  fellow-magistrates,  refused  to  obey 
the  requisition  for  his  attendance.  From  that  time,  the  parlia- 
mentary harangues  haxe  been  regularly  communicated  to  the 
public  in  the  newspapers  of  the  succeeding  day.  It  is  proper, 
indeed,  that  not  merely  the  result  but  the  progress  of  the  delib- 
erations of  the  senate  should  be  known  as  soon  as  possible  by 
the  people. 

The  citizens,  in  a  petition  to  the  king,  complained  of  the  in- 
sult offered  to  their  magistrates  and  representatives,  and  of  other 
proceedings  of  the  house  of  commons;  and  requested  the  disso- 
lution of  an  odious  parliament.  His  majesty  expressed  his  con- 
cern at  seeing  them  so  misled  and  deluded,  as  to  renew  in  offen- 
sive terms  a  solicitation  which  he  had  repeatedly  rejected. 

A  society  had  been  formed  in  the  city,  professedly  in  defence 
of  the  bill  of  rights,  but  more  particularly  for  the  support  of 
Wilkes,  for  the  payment  of  whose  debts,  contracted  by  a  dissi- 
pated course  of  life,  the  members  liberally  subscribed.  Dissen- 
tions  having  crept  into  this  society,  Mr.  Home  moved  that  it 
should  be  dissolved;  but  the  majority  voted  for  its  continuance. 
Thanks  were,  at  the  same  meeting,  voted  to  the  imprisoned 
mayor,  for  "  his  upright  and  intrepid  conduct  in  defending  the 
undoubted  liberties  of  the  subject." 

After  an  interval  in  which  nothing  worthy  of  particular  notice 
occurred,  the  parliament  re-assembled  ;  and   the  ,  „^-, 

most  important  deliberations  of  the  session  were  ^'     ' 
those  which  related  to  ecclesiastical  affairs,  and  the  marriages 
of  the  royal  family. 

The  demand  of  subscription  to  the  articles  of  the  church  be* 
ing  injurious  to  the  feelings  and  the  conscience  of  manv  clergy- 
men, they  prepared  a  petition  for  the  non-enforcement  of  that 
requisition,  in  concert  with  other  members  of  the  learned  pro- 
fessions. The  commons  were  not  inclined  to  gratify  the  peti- 
tioners; but,  when  the  protestant  dissenters  applied  for  a  similar 
indulgence,  as  the  articles  were  those  of  a  church  to  uhichthey 
did  not  belong,  and  from  which  they  derived  no  benefit,  the 
house  passed  a  bill  for  their  relief,  to  which  (I  am  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  adc)  the  lords  were  unwilling  to  give  their  assent^. 
Marriages,  supposed  to  be  degrading,  had  been  contracted  by 
two  of  the  king's  brothers.  A  bill  was  therefore  enacted,  after 
warm  debates,  debarring  the  relatives  of  his  majesty  from  mar- 

3  Seven  years  after  this  application,  the  dissenters  obtained  tjieir  wish.  At  botli  times  their 
cause  was  supported  by  the  prime  minister. 
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Ty'ms;  without  the  consent  of  the  so\  ereiojn  or  (after  the  at^e  of 
tv.enty-five  years)  of  the  parliament.  Thisact  was  considered  by 
the  j3ublic  as  an  arbitrary  encroachment  on  the  freedom  of  the  will. 

The  effects  of  a  nine  years'  peace  were  at  this  time  manifest- 
ed by  the  flourishing  state  of  the  nation.  But  the  prospect,  as 
far  as  trade  was  concerned,  was  overcast  by  the  failure  of  some 
eminent  bankers  and  merchants,  whose  bankruptcy  drew  infe- 
rior tradesmen  into  the  gulph  of  temporary  ruin.  The  shock 
chiefly  arose  from  speculations  in  the  funds,  and  the  inordinate 
extension  of  paper  currency.  The  progress  of  the  mischief  was 
checked  by  seasonable  arrangements,  by  prudent  and  judicious 
rneasures,  adapted  to  the  restoration  of  declining  credit. 

The  American  colonies  also  jjrospered  during  peace  :  but  the 
claims  of  Great  Britain  were  still  productive  of  discontent.  A 
committee  being  formed  at  Boston,  a  declaration  was  voted, 
claiming  the  sole  right  of  legislation.  Between  the  governor 
and  the  general  assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay  a  war^n  dispute 
arose  respecting  the  grant  of  salaries  to  the  j(»dges  and  officers 
of  the  crown.  The  provincials  alleged,  that  the  acceptance  of 
such  allowances  from  the  crown  would  produce  a  servile  depen- 
dence on  the  court,  and  lead  to  the  oppression  of  the  people;  and 
that  the  grant  of  this  money  out  of  a  revenue  arbitrarily  raised, 
was  an  infringement  of  their  chartered  constitution.  The  as- 
sembly, therefore,  voted  the  salaries,  according  to  the  former 
practice.  The  vote  was  reluctantly  conlinned  by  the  governor: 
but,  when  it  was  proposed  to  be  extended  to  the  close  of  another 
year,  he  declined  his  assent. 

While  the  Americans  clamoured  against  British  oppression, 
and  were  supported  by  the  orators  of  opposition,  the  grievances 
in  the  administration  of  India  seemed  to  the  ministry  to  be  more 
proper  objects  of  attention  than  the  complaints  of  the  former. 
Lord  Clive  had  been  accused  ot  extortion  and  rapine  ;  but  the 
consideration  of  his  services  saved  him  from  parliamentary  cen- 
sure. Many  subaltern  plunderers,  and  petty  tyrants,  also  es- 
caped punishment.  To  check  abuses  and  mal-practices,  new 
regulations  were  necessary;  and  a  bill  of  reform  was  now  pre- 
r~„„  pared,  which  the  two  houses  sanctioned.  It  im- 
A.  D.  lilo.  pgj-jgjj^  ^Q  jj^g  governor  and  council  of  the  Benga- 
lese  province  (who  w^ere  to  derive  their  appointments  from  the 
parliament),  a  superintending  power  over  the  presidencies  of 
Madras  and  Bombay;  and,  while  it  tended  to  rectify  the  politi- 
cal  system,  improved  the  judicial  administration  by  the  erection 
of  a  new  tribunal.  It  rendered  the  deliberations  and  elections 
at  the  India-house  less  democratic,  by  only  suffering  those  pro- 
prietors to  vote  who  had  stock  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand 
pounds;  and  it  contributed  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  crown 
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and  by  a  permission  to  send  tea  to  any  part  of  the  world  without 
the  payment  of  export  duty.  The  latter  indulgence  occasion- 
ed the  exportatio!!  of  a  large  quantity  of  that  article  to  North 
America  ;  and  lord  North  weakly  imagined,  that,  as  this  fa- 
vourite commodity  could  now  be  sold  at  a  very  reasonable  rate, 
the  provincials  would  be  tempted  to  purchase  it,  and  would  no 
longer  object  to  the  payment  of  the  small  duty  chargeable  on 
importation. 

When  his  majesty  closed  the  session,  he  said  to  the  commons, 
*'  I  see  with  pleasure,  that,  notwithstanding  the  ample  provision 
which  you  have  made  for  every  branch  of  the  public  service,  and 
the  effectual  relief  and  support  which  you  have  afforded  to  the 
East  India  company,  you  have  been  able  to  make  some  progress 
in  reducing  the  national  debt."  The  company  certainly  obtain- 
ed some  relief  and  support ;  but  abuses,  mismanagement,  and 
oppression  still  continued  to  prevail  in  Hindostan ;  and,  with 
regard  to  the  other  point,  I  may  observe,  that  the  scheme  of  re- 
duction was  delusive  and  nugatory. 

The  colonial  agitations  were  not  supposed  by  the  court  to 
portend  mischievous  consequences ;  but  they  now  assumed  a 
more  serious  aspect.  At  a  time  when  the  king  was  amusing 
himself  with  a  naval  review  at  Portsmouth,  the  assembly  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  resenting  the  arbitrary  advice  given  to  the 
ministry  by  the  governor  and  his  deputy  (in  letters  that  were 
not  intended  for  the  public  eye,  but  which  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  popular  party,)  stigmatised  those  courtly  officers  as  be- 
trayers of  their  trusts  and  enemies  to  the  colony,  and  desired 
that  such  unworthy  men  might  be  speedily  dismissed  from  their 
employments*. 

The  discontented  colonists  resolved  that  no  tea  should  be  im- 
ported, and  that  no  revenue  should  be  insidiously  drawn  from 
them  ;  and,  when  the  ships  arrived,  they  threw  the  tea  over- 
board. For  this  and  other  irregular  acts,  the  parliament  pass- 
ed bills  for  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston,  and  al-  .  __^ 
tering  the  constitution  of  the  Massachusetts  colony. 
This  treatment,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  received  by 
those  whom  it  affected,  forboded  an  open  rupture. 

Hancock,  Deane,  and  other  leaders  of  the  Bostonian  malcon- 
tents, fanned  the  rising  flame  of  indigation  ;  and  a  spirit  of  as- 
sociation against  Britain  prevailed,  not  only  in  the  northern  and 
middle  provinces,  but  also  in  the  sourthern  colonies.  The  vio- 
lence of  the  mother  country  had  no  other  effect  than  that  of 
cementing  the  union  of  the  provincials;  instead  of  striking  ter- 
ror, it  seemed  to  diff'use  spirit  and  energy. 

The  opposition  to  Great  Britain  was  certainly  promoted  !)y 

4  HutchinsoDj  who  succeeded  sir  Francis  Bernard 

Vol.  V.  I 
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some  factious  and  seditious  men,  wliowere  eajrer  to  fish  in  trou- 
bled waters:  but  other  leaders  were  influenced  by  more  honora- 
ble motives,  by  a  sense  of  insulted  dii^nity,  and  a  manly  disdain 
of  oppression  ;  and  the  generality  of  the  people,  not  being  more 
ignorant  or  unenlightened  than  their  brethren  in  Great  Britain, 
w  ould  not  so  readily  have  concurred  in  resisting  the  claims  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  parent  state,  if  they  had  not  felt  a  regard 
for  colonial  honor,  and  had  not  been  convinced  that  those  claims 
and  tliose  proceedings  were  unjust  and  unconstitutional. 

This  disputes  between  Hutchinson  and  the  assembly  conti- 
nued Vviihout  the  least  abatement  of  asperity  ;  and  he  at  length 
ordered  a  dissolution.  On  his  resignation  of  his  unpleasing  em- 
ployment, it  was  conferred  upon  general  Gage,  who,  during  a 
long  residence  in  the  province,  had  acquired  the  esteem  of  the 
inhabitants  :  but  he  was  soon  involved  in  a  contest  with  the  as- 
sembly, whose  address  on  his  appointment  he  refused  to  re- 
ceive, because  it  censured  the  conduct  ci  Bernard  and  Hutch- 
inson. When  he  had  put  an  end  to  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
representatives,  they  assembled  in  another  place,  and  voted  re- 
solutions in  recommendation  of  a  congress. 

While  the  governor  was  employed  in  vain  attempts  to  secure 
general  obedience,  the  congress  met  at  Philadelphia.  It's  deli- 
e  _   berations  and  resolutions  were   spirited  without  in- 

'  ^  '  *  temperance  ;  bold,  without  licentiousness.  A  manly 
petition  was  voted  to  the  king,  for  a  redress  of  multiplied  griev- 
ances. It  was  signed  by  Samuel  and  John  Adams,  deputies  for 
the  province  of  Massachusetts'  Bay;  George  Washingtox, 
one  of  the  representatives  of  Virginia  ;  Jay  and  Livingston, 
members  for  New  York  and  New  Jersey  ,  and  forty-six  other 
delegates.  The  colonists,  said  these  petitioners,  had  been  treated 
in  various  instances  more  like  slaves  than  freemen.  Their  money 
had  been  taken  w'ithout  their  consent ;  their  trade  had  been  ar- 
bitrarily restricted  ;  the  courts  of  vice-admiralty  had  exercised 
an  oppressive  jurisdiction  ;  the  provincial  assemblies  had  been 
frequenilv  debarred  from  meeting  :  the  rights  granted  by  char- 
ter had  been  repeatedly  invaded  ;  and  there  seemed  to  be  an  in- 
tention, on  the  part  of  the  ministry,  of  establishing  despotic 
power  with  military  aid.  Thus  insulted  and  injured,  they  claim- 
ed the  rights  of  Britons;  and  by  nothing  but  irresistible  force 
would  they  be  induced  to  forgo  the  claim.  An  appeal  to  a  sove- 
reign who  gloried  in  the  name  of  Briton  would,  they  hoped,  be 
so  (iir  successful,  that  a  dangerous  contest  might  be  avoided. 
"  Had  our  Creator  been  pleased  to  give  us  existence  in  a  .and 
of  slavery,"'  they  said,"  the  sense  of  our  condition  might  have 
been  mitigated  by  ignorance  and  habit ;  but,  thanks  to  his  ado- 
rable ijoodi.ess,  we  were  born  the  heirs  of  ticdom,  and  ever  en- 
joyed our  right  under  the  auspices  of  your  royal  ancestors.    Your 
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majesty  may  justly  rejoice  that  your  title  to  the  crown  is  founded 
on  the  title  of  your  people  to  liberty  :  and,  therefore,  we  doubt 
not,  your  wisdom  must  approve  the  sensibility  that  teaches  your 
subjects  anxiously  to  guard  the  blessing  they  received  from  Di- 
vine Providence.     We  ask  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety." 

In  imitation  of  the  authors  of  the  l''.nglish  revolution,  the  con- 
gress voted  a  declaration  of  rights,  preceded  bv  a  detail  of 
grievances.  An  address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  one  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  and  one  to  the  great  mass  of  provin- 
cials represented  by  the  assembly,  were  also  voted  ;  and  an  as- 
sociation was  framed,  binding  the  subscribers  to  "a  non-impor- 
tation, non-consumption,  and  non-exportation  agreement, '^  until 
those  grievances  should  be  redressed,  which  "  threatened  de- 
struction to  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property,  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  in  North  America.'' 

After  these  spirited  proceedings  the  congress  dissolved  itself: 
but,  during  the  recess,  the  popular  leaders  were  not  idle.  They 
organised  the  militia  in  the  different  provinces ;  and  studiously 
promoted  every  manufacture  which  could  supply  the  wants 
either  of  soldiers  or  citizens.  They  did  not  scruple  to  take  by 
force  even  the  arms  and  stores  of  the  government,  which,  they 
said,  would  otherwise  be  employed  in  the  destruction  of  colo- 
nial liberty. 

The  petition  of  the  congress  was  not  received  by  his  majesty, 
as  such  condescension  to  an  illegal  assenibly  was  deemed  de- 
grading. Dr.  Franklin  wished  to  give  evidence  to  ,  „»r 
the  commons,  on  the  subject  of  the  grievances  *  '  ' 
stated  in  the  petition  :  but,  when  a  motion  was  made  for  that 
purpose,  it  was  rejected  as  an  insult*.  The  philosopher,  being 
apprehensive  of  personal  danger,  returned  soon  after  to  his  na- 
tive country,  and  invigorated  by  his  presence  the  confederacy 
which  he  had  promoted  in  his  absence. 

5  This  was  the  first  session  of  a  new  parliament ;  and,  unfortunately,  the  majority  testified 
an  early  inclination  to  side  with  tlie  ministry  not  only  on  Aracricaa  affairs,  but  in  riuestion  ; 
of  every  deacnptioo. 
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LETTER  III. 

A  Sin-oeyofthe  Affairs  of  the  northern  states  of  Eurobe,  of  Po- 
land and  Turkey^  and  also  of  Germany  and  Holland^  from  the 
Treaty  oj  Hubert sburg^  to  the  Peace  of  Kainargi,  conchided 
in  1774. 

FROM  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great,  Russia  began  to  take 
the  lead  in  ihe  north  of  Europe  ;  and,  after  the  death  of  Peter 
the  Third,  the  influence  of  that  empire  Ijecame  still  more  consi- 
derable and  imposing.  The  bold  czarina  who  seized  the  throne 
of  her  husband  had  a  great  genius  for  government.  Having  re- 
formed the  interior  administration,  and  improved  the  resources 
of  the  country,  she  increased  its  weight  and  respectability  in  the 
scale  of  European  pow  er  ;  and,  not  content  with  the  amjjle  do- 
minions which  the  empress  Elizabeth  had  ruled,  she  ambitious- 
ly aimed  at  territorial  aggrandisement.  Slie  particularly  cast  a 
longing  eye  on  Poland  and  Turkey  :  but,  as  peace  was  for  a 
lime  desirable,  she  postponed  her  intended  encroachments. 

Usurpers  have  reason  to  apprehend  conspiracies  and  commo- 
tions. The  government  of  the  new  empress  was  soon  endan- 
gered by  the  schemes  of  mal-contents  ;  but  she  found  means 
to  escape  the  perils  with  which  she  was  threatened.  Her  vigi- 
lance detected  intrigue  ;  and  her  prudence  and  spirit  promised 
to  secure  general  tranquillity. 

Althout^h  the  Prussian  monarch  had  not  lost  anv  territories 
by  a  war  which  seemed  at  one  time  to  have  brought  him  to  the 
verge  of  ruin,  and  though  he  had  supplies  in  the  treasury  for 
another  camjiaign,  yet  his  people  severely  felt  the  effects  of  long 
hostility.  Ravaged  provinces,  towns  nearly  annihilated,  lands 
lying  uncultivated,  peasants  starving,  disorder  and  anarchy  pre- 
vailing, formed  a  melancholy  picture,  which  impressed  the  king 
with  the  most  afflictive  sensations.  He  was  conscious  of  the  im- 
putability  of  these  mischiefs  to  the  original  sin  of  his  ambition  ; 
and  he  knew  that  it  was  his  duty  to  remove  or  allay  the  evils 
which  he  had  contributed  to  produce.  He  ordered  the  ruined 
towns  and  villages  to  be  rebuilt;  purchased  corn  for  general 
subsistence;  caused  marshes  to  be  drained,  and  canals  to  be  cut; 
employed  in  agriculture  the  horses  which  had  been  used  for  mili- 
tary purposes  ;  and  encouraged,  by  pecuniary  grants,  the  revi- 
val of  manufactures  and  commerce.  That  his  finances  might 
more  effectually  answer  these  useful  purposes,  he  became  rigidly 
frugal  in  his  court  and  household.  He  also  re-established  a  re- 
gular police,  and  restored  the  energy  of  law.  He  satisfied  the 
public  creditors,  restored  the  coin  to  its  former  standard,  and 
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erected  a  bank,  which  proved  very  convenient  and  beneficial 
both  to  the  government  and  the  nation^ 

While  he  thus  provided  for  the  rehef  and  accommodation  of 
his  subjects,  he  still  found  means  to  keep  up,  for  the  defence  of 
the  realm,  a  very  considerable  army,  which  he  supplied  and  re- 
cruited in  a  mode  less  oppressive  than  the  former  practice.  He 
did  not  consider  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  as  too  nu- 
merous a  force  even  for  a  time  of  peace  ;  and  these  were  fre- 
quently exercised  in  the  evolutions  and  manoeuvres  of  war, 
that  they  might  be  constantly  ready  for  actual  service.  He  knew 
that  he  had  ambitious  neighbours,  against  whom  it  was  requi- 
site for  him  to  be  ever  upon  his  guard. 

During  many  years  of  peace,  Frederic  sedulously  endeavour- 
ed to  improve  the  state  of  his  country.  He  was  still  arbitrary 
and  fond  of  power  ;  but  he  qualified  his  despotism  by  a  conci- 
liatory demeanour  and  a  moderate  administration.  He  was  em- 
ployed in  these  patriotic  pursuits,  when  the  vacancy  of  the  Po- 
lish throne  called  his  attention  from  internal  arrangements  to 
foreign  concerns. 

This  vacancy  was  occasioned  by  the  death  of  q       -    ,  --„ 
Augustus  n.,  king  of  Poland.  You  have  already         *    ' 
been  informed  of  the  misfortunes  which  this  prince  drew  upon 
himself  by  his  entrance  into  the  confederacy  against  the  king 
of  Prussia.  He  returned  to  Dresden  alter  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace  of  Hubertsburg,  and  never  more  re-vibited  Poland,  where 
he  was  merely  the  shadow  of  a  king.  The  constitution  allowed 
him  little  power  ;  and,  from  his  want  of  mental  vigour  and  en- 
lightened understanding,  he  did  not  make  a  proper  use  of  his 
limited  authority.     He   deserves  our  praise,  however,  for  his 
liberal  encouragement  of  the  arts.     His  son  succeeded  him  in 
the  electorate,  but  was  unable  to  procure  the  crown  of  Poland. 
Indeed,  the  new  elector  died  before  the  end  of  the  year;  and  the 
empress  would  not  listen  to  the  solicitations  of  the  house  of  Sax- 
ony. She  reserved  her  interest  for  a  Polish  nobleman,  whom 
she  had  indulged  with  criminal  gallantry,  and  upon  whose  sub- 
serviency slie  thought  she  could  depend.   This  was  count  Po- 
niatowski,  a  man  of  insinuating  talents,  and  an  amiable  dispo- 
sition.    The  courts  of  Versailles  and  Vienna  might  perhaps 
have  opposed  with  success  the  election  of  this  candidate  ;  but 
neither  Louis  nor  Maria  Theresa  thought  proper  to  arm  in  the 
cause  ;  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  being  desirous  of  an  alliance 
with  so  powerful  a  princess,  as  he  was  not  on  cordial  terms  with 
his  Britannic  majesty,  promised  to  support  the  pretensions  of 

1  He  had  grossly  adulierated  the  coin  daring  the  war.  This,  he  allows,  was  a  violent 
measure  ;  but,  wiiliout  ihe  a:iiiitiori  of  this  expedient  to  the  exactions  in  Saxony,  and  tli- 
annual  subsidy  which  he  ;t  cei\td  l.nm  Eiitain,  the  state,  he  says,  could  not  have  been  sup- 
ported.    (Euvrea  Posthumes  de  Frederic  III, 
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her  favourite.  His  envoy,  the  count  de  Solmes,  was  kindly  re- 
ceived at  Peierbburs^ ;  and  a  treaty  was  signed,  providing^  for 
..  1  7ri   a  mutual  £j;uaranty  of  dominion  and  a  free  com- 

■^V^^^       '  •  inerce.     By  a  secret  article  it  was  stipulated, 

that  Poland  should  be  maintained  in  its  right  of  free  election, 
and  that  no  one  should  be  suffered  either  to  render  die  crown 
hereditary  or  to  make  himself  absolute.  Before  the  meeting  of 
the  diet,  a  Russian  army  entered  Warsaw,  to  secure  the  /fee 
choice  of  a  sovereign.  Twenty  senators,  and  forty- *ive  nun- 
cios or  deputies,  protested  against  the  interference  of  foreign 
troops  ;  but  the  Russians  ridiculed  such  idle  fulminations;  and, 
when  some  of  the  nobles  had  recourse  to  arms,  the  invaders 
4^  _  quickly  triumphed  over  them.  Thus  supported,  Poni- 
oept.  /.  j^jQ^yj^j^i  ^Q^  chosen  king  by  the  diet.  He  assumed 
the  appellation  of  Stanislaus  Augustus,  and  began  to  reign  in 
as  much  tranquillity  as  if  he  had  acceded  to  the  throne  by  he- 
reditary right^ 

Catharine  did  not  think  herself  safe  on  the  Russian  throne 
while  a  prince  lived  uho  had  a  just  claim  to  it.  Some  of  the 
mal-contents  had  openly  mentioned  the  name  of  prince  Ivan  or 
.](.hn,  as  the  lawful  heir  to  the  crown  ;  and  there  was  reason  to 
apprehend  that  his  claim  might  excite  commotions.  To  extin- 
guish his  pretensions,  she  is  said  to  have  employed  Basil  Miro- 
witz,  an  ollicer  in  her  army,  in  a  pretended  scheme  for  the  re- 
lease of  the  young  prince  from  his  confinement  at  Schlussel- 
burg^.  This  account,  althougli  it  is  controverted  by  Mr.  Coxe, 
a  writer  of  ability  and  merit,  is  more  probable  than  the  suppo- 
sition that  Miro\\  itz  spontaneously  engaged  in  a  plot  to  rescue 
Ivan,  and  maintain  his  right  against  all  the  power  of  the  usur- 
per. The  governor  of  the  fortress  had  been  ordered  to  put  the 
prince  to  death,  if  any  attempt  should  be  made  for  his  libera- 
tion;  and,  therefore,  when  Mirowitz  had  forced  his  way  into 
the  castle,  two  ofiicers  of  the  guard  prepared  to  gratify  the  cza- 
rina by  the  murder  of  an  unoffending  youth,  who  had  formerly 
enjoyed  the  imperial  dignity^.  A\\akened  by  the  noise  of  fire- 
arms, and  observing  the  menacing  looks  of  the  guards,  Ivan 
implored  mercy  ;  but,  when  he  found  that  his  entreaties  did  not 
in  the  smallest  degree  soften  their  ferocity,  he  derived  energy 
from  despair,  and  b^)ldly  resisted  those  who  were  ready  to  over- 
whelm him.  He  seized  the  sword  of  one  of  the  assassins,  and 
broke  it ;  but  he  was  finally  pierced  with  many  wounds.  He 
was  a  youth  of  a  fine  person,  but  was  necessarily  ignorant  and 
uninformed,  from  continual  solitary  confinement ;  yet  not  (as 
Catharine  represented  him  in  a  memorial)  totally  destitute  of 

2  Tookc's  I,ifo  of  Catharine  II.  chap.  iv. 

3  Vic  cle  Ciitliarini-  II.  ])ai-  Castcra,  tome  i. 

4  See  Part  II.  Letter  XXVIU. 
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reason  and  understanding.  The  two  murderers  fled  into  Den- 
mark, but  soon  returned  to  Russia,  and  were  promoted  for  their 
villany.  Mirowitz  was  tried  as  a  perturbator  of  the  public 
peace.  He  faced  his  judges  with  coolness  from  a  confident 
expectation  of  pardon ;  and,  after  he  had  been  condemned  to 
decapitation,  he  walked  to  the  scafiold  with  the  same  appearance 
of  unconcern.  He  was  then  miserably  disappointed  ;  for  no 
reprieve  was  announced.  Above  fifty  of  the  soldiers  who  had 
followed  his  instructions  were  punished  in  various  modes,  but 
not  capitally. 

While  the  plot  against  Ivan  was  in  suspense,  the  empress, 
with  all  her  affectation  of  composure,  could  not  conceal  her  un- 
easiness and  impatience.  But  when  the  death  of  the  prince  and 
of  the  deluded  Mirowitz  had  freed  her  from  alarm,  she  resuuied 
her  cheerfulness  and  gaiety,  and  pursued  with  zeal  her  schemes 
of  reform. 

Her  friend  am]  protege  Stanislaus  thought  less  of  reform  than 
of  pleasure  and  dissipation.  He  did  not  sufficiently  attend  to 
the  concerns  of  government,  or  to  the  weighty  business  of  the 
state.  Three  parties,  at  that  time,  di\  ided  the  court.  The 
two  princes  Czartoriski,  the  king's  uncles,  headed  one  party; 
his  three  brothers  directed  the  movements  of  the  second  ;  and 
the  ladies  of  the  court  guided  the  third.  The  first  association 
would  have  given  him  the  best  advice,  if  he  had  been  disposed 
to  take  it:  but  he  was  more  willing  to  be  influenced  by  female 
politicians.  He  certainly  wished  to  promote  the  general  benefit 
of  his  country;  but  his  indolence  and  want  of  vigour  checked 
his  patriotic  efforts :  and  he  was  thwarted  and  controlled  by  a 
licentious  aristocracy,  while  the  bulk  of  the  people  remained  in 
a  state  of  degradation  and  insignificance*. 

The  contests  in  Poland,  between  the  Catholics  and  dissidents 
(or  dissenters  from  the  established  religion)  gave  the  empress  a 
pretence  for  interfering  in  the  concerns  of  that  country.  The 
Polanders  of  the  Greek  church  applied  to  her  for  t^ac 

protection,  as  guaranty  of  the  treaty  of  Olivia,  by  •  •  '  - 
which  their  privileges,  both  civil  and  religious,  were  secured; 
and  those  of  the  different  protestant  persuasions  solicited  the 
mediation  of  the  Prussian,  British,  and  Danish  courts,  that 
they  might  not  be  oppressed  by  the  zeal  of  the  catholics,  by 
whom  they  were  illiberally  molested  and  cruelly  injured.  Their 
con^'plaints  produced  memorials  from  the  four  powers,  address- 
ed to  the  diet.  Some  of  the  bigots  in  the  assem-  .„-^ 
bly  insisted  on  the  su}  erior  claims  of  that  Romish  -  *  *  ' 
religioD,  aud  on   the  incompatibility  of  the  pretensions  of  the 

5  Wraxall's  >remoirs  of  ihe  Courts  of  Berlin,  Dfes'.en,  Warsaw,  and  Vi<fQoa,  in  the  vear^ 
1777,  1778,  :iu(l  1779,  vol.  ii 
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dissidents  with  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  realm;  and  it  was 
proposed  that  all  the  acts  against  them,  instead  of  being  re- 
pealed at  their  desire,  should  be  solemnly  confirmed.  The  kin^^, 
by  recfjmn  endini^  moderation,  ex])osed  himself  to  obloquy  and 
invective;  and,  when  the  hall  was  filled  with  tumult,  he  retired 
from  the  scene.  In  a  subsequent  meeting,  the  proposal  was 
adopted  :  but,  at  another  sitting,  the  remonstrances  of  the  me- 
diating pouers  drew  some  concessions  from  the  assembly.  The 
czarina,  not  satisfied  w  ith  these  grants,  demanded  a  complete 
equality  of  rights  for  the  dissidents,  and  encouraged  them  to 
form  confederacies  against  the  government.  Into  these  asso- 
ciations even  many  catholics  entered ;  and  the  mal-contents, 
being  supported  by  Russian  troops,  conceived  strong  hopes  of 
obtaining  whatever  they  desired.  In  various  parts  of  the  king- 
dom hostilities  arose  from  the  animosity  of  the  contending  par- 
ties. Stanislaus  w  as  no  bigot ;  but  he  thought  himself  bound  to 
concur  with  the  Romanists;  and,  in  politics, he  seemed  desirous 
of  shaking  off  the  Russian  yoke.  He  retaineda  sense  of  gratitude 
to  the  princess  fnmi  whose  favour  he  had  procured  a  crown; 
but  he  deemed  it  disgraceful  to  be  her  slave.  He  was  so  situ- 
ated, however,  that  he  had  not  the  power  to  act  as  a  monarch. 
Her  general,  ])rince  Repnin,  domineered  over  him  with  barba- 
rian insolence,  and  exercised  the  chief  sway  in  the  convulsed 
.„^_  kingdom.  He  arrested  some  of  the  bishops,  and 
*  other  persons  of  distinction  who  had  opposed  the 
claims  of  the  dissidents  ;  and  they  were  sent  into  the  wilds  of 
Siberia,  "  for  having  attacked  the  purity  of  the  disinterested, 
amicable,  and  salutary  intentions  of  the  empress  in  favour  of 
Poland.''  Former  acts  which  favoured  the  dissidents  were 
now  put  in  force  ;  and  by  an  extraordinary  commission,  new 
laws  were  enacted  for  their  gratification. 

The  king  of  Prussia,  not  content  with  protecting  those  whom 
he  was  bound  by  treaty  to  defend  against  Catholic  intolerance, 
sujiported  the  empress  in  her  arbitrary  proceedings,  in  the  hope 
of  eventual  benefit.  From  motives  of  self  interest,  he  conde- 
scended to  be  subservient  to  her  ambition  and  rapacity.  In- 
stead of  maintaining  the  independence  of  the  Polish  state,  he 
resolved  to  profit  by  its  weakness. 

The  conduct  of  Frederic  and  of  Catharine  was  viewed  by 
the  French  court  with  disgust ;  and  the  duke  de  Choisel  endea- 
voured, by  the  intrigues  of  ambassadors  and  emissaries,  to 
counteract  the  views  of  the  enemies  of  Poland.  But  the  efforts 
of  the  French  were  unsuccessful ;  and  the  allied  potentates  con- 
tinued their  ambitious  career. 

The  czarina,  at  the  same  time,  employed  her  talents  at  home 
for  the  public  good.  She  promoted  the  cultivation  of  every  art, 
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and  the  study  of  every  science  ;  invited  foreigners  to  instruct 
her  people  ;  and  established  a  variety  of  useful  institutions. 
Though  arbitrary  in  her  disposition,  she  lightened  the  load  of 
despotism,  and  introduced  a  government  more  regular  than  that 
which  had  prevailed  under  the  empress  Elizabeth.  She  even 
aimed  at  the  glory  of  a  legislatrix,  "  which,  (said  the  Prussian 
monarch,  in  a  long  letter  addressed  to  her)  no  woman  had  hi- 
therto enjoyed."  She  desired  all  the  provinces  to  send  deputies 
to  Moscow  ;  opened  the  meeting  in  person  ;  and  communicated 
her  ideas  on  the  subject  of  a  new  code  of  laws.  But  the  dread 
of  an  emancipation  of  the  peasants  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of 
the  assembly  :  the  debates  became  violent ;  and  the  delegates 
were  dismissed. 

Under  the  sway  of  the  empress,  the  disorders  of  Poland,  af- 
ter an  interval  of  quietude,  rose  to  an  alarming  height.  The 
catholics,  disgusted  at  her  encouragement  of  the  dis-  ,  _^p 

sidents,  and  at  the  tyranny  of  her  officers,  entered 
into  armed  confederacies  (of  which  that  of  B^ir "was  the  most 
distinguished)  to  restore  the  independence  of  their  nation.  They 
loudly  called  for  the  dethronement  of  Stanislaus  ;  but  he  was 
protected  by  the  Russian  troops.  Some  fierce  conflicts  occurred 
betvveen  these  intruders  and  the  natives  ;  and  at  Cracow  the 
confederates  sustained  a  siege,  until  the  town  was  taken  by 
storm.  In  pursuing  a  Polish  party,  the  Russians  encroached  on 
the  Turkish  territories,  burned  Balta,  and  committed  horrible 
outrages.  This  hostile  intrusion  was  soon  followed  by  a  de- 
nunciation of  war,  on  the  part  of  the  grand  signor. 

The  war  which  thus  arose  draws  our  attention  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Turks.  Their  sovereign,  Mustapha  III.,  had  studiously 
preserved  peace  in  his  dominions  from  the  time  of  his  accession 
in  1757,  to  the  commencement  of  sanguinary  disturbances  in 
Poland.  His  disposition  seems  to  have  been  more  humane  than 
that  of  the  majority  of  the  Turkish  princes ;  and  his  general 
government  has  been  praised  as  more  resembling  that  of  an 
equitable  and  moderate  prince,  than  that  of  a  capricious  tyrant, 
though  (like  all  his  predecessors)  he  suffered  his  ministers  and 
officers  to  perpetrate  horrible  cruelties.  ()n  the  present  occa- 
sion, however,  he  acted  with  a  precipitancy  which,  from  his  love 
of  peace,  could  scarcelv  have  been  expected.  Stimulated  by 
the  persuasions  of  the  French  court,  and  alarmed  at  the  dan- 
gerous influence  of  the  Russians  in  Poland,  he  repeatedly  de- 
sired the  empress  to  recal  her  troops  from  that  country  ;  and, 
on  her  refusal,  declared  war  against  her,  notwithstanding  the 
admonitions  of  his  Prussian  majestv,  who  advised  him  not  to 
threaten  before  he  was  able  to  strike.  The  sultan  seemed  to 
think  that  he  could  strike  with  vigour  and  effect,  when  he  con- 

VoL.  V.  K' 
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sidered  the  p;ieat  mililary  resources  of  his  empire.  Numerous 
armies  were  levied  in  his  Asiatic  as  well  as  European  territo- 
ries :  artillery  and  ammunition  u  ere  provided  in  abundance  ; 
and  the  zeal  of  the  people  seconded  the  exertions  of  Uie  govern- 
ment. A  vizir  who  wv-  no  friend  to  the  war  was  discarded, 
and  the  pasha  Hamzey  was  promoted  to  that  office,  which, 
however,  he  soon  resigned.  Another  prime  minister  was  im- 
mediately appointed,  who  was  supposed  to  be  better  qualified 
for  the  arduous  station.  This  was  the  pasha  Mohammed  Emin, 
who  diligently  superintended  the  preparations  of  war. 

The  contest  was  stio;matised  by  the  king  of  Prussia  as  the 
war  of  the  short-sighted  against  the  blind.  The  empress  you 
may  suppose,  did  not  thank  hire  for  the  sarcasm,  although  she 
had  the  advantage  in  the  comparison.  He  had  no  wish  to  en- 
gage in  the  war ;  but,  as  the  Turks  were  deemed  the  aggress- 
ors, he  was  bound  by  his  defensive  alliance  with  Catharine,  to 
assist  her  either  with  men  or  money.  Keeping  his  troops  at 
home,  he  promoted  her  success  by  an  annual  allowance. 

,  --g  The  Tartars  of  the  Crimea,  under  their  khan  Crim 
'  Gherai  (u ho  had  been  authorised  by  the  grand  sig- 
ner to  supersede  Mahsoud  Gher.u,  as  being  better  qualified  for 
military  operations,)  undertook  an  expedition  against  the  Rus- 
sians, in  concert  with  a  Bessarabian  force  and  other  troops. 
They  crossed  the  Ingul  on  the  ice  ;  but,  before  they  entered 
New  Servia,  above  3000  of  their  number  perished  from  the 
rigors  of  the  season  Many  towns  and  villages  in  that  province 
were  burned  ;  and,  in  one  of  them,  1200  persons  lost  their  lives 
amidst  the  flames.  The  fort  of  St.  Elizabeth  overawed  the  in- 
vaders, who  did  not  dare  to  attack  it.  They  passed  beyond  the 
bounds  prescribed  by  the  khan,  and  extended  their  ravages  and 
depredations  into  the  Polish  Ukraine  :  but,  by  punishing  some 
of  the  mirauders,  he  ensured  future  respect  to  the  territories  of 
the  friends  of  the  Porte.  After  a  regular  division  of  the  spoils, 
he  repaired  to  Bender,  where  he  died,  greatly  lamented.  He 
was  a  prince  of  some  talents,  active  and  spirited  :  and  evinced 
a  regard  for  justice.  He  was  succeeded  by  Dowlat  Gherai, 
who  was  less  esteemed  than  his  predecessor^. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Niester,  the  Turks  were  fiercely  attacked 
by  prince  Gallitzin  ;  yet,  being  assisted  by  a  brisk  fire  from  the 
fortress  of  Choczim,  they  maintained  their  ground,  and  repelled 
their  adversaries.  Another  of  the  sultan's  armies  compelled  ge- 
neral RomanzofFto  retreat,  when  he  had  assaulted  the  entrench- 
ments near  Orzakoff.  Gallitzin,  having  again  encountered  the 
Turks  near  Choczin,  so  far  prevailed,  as  to  be  enabled  to  com- 
mence the  siege  of  the  town,  but  he  was  obliged,  by  the  spirited 

6  Memoirs  du  Baron  dc  Tott. 
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efforts  of  the  enemy  to  repass  the  Niester  with  a  force  conside- 
rably diminished.  After  an  interval  of  inaction,  the  Turks  were 
clamorous  for  a  general  engagement;  and  Ali  Moldovani,  who 
succeeded  the  incapable  vizir  Emin  (beheaded  for  disobedience) 
encouraged  the  impatience  of  the  troops.  They  boldly  crossed 
the  river,  and  attacked  the  Russian  prince  with  great  q 
impetuosity,  but  they  made  little  impression  upon  the  ^^  '  ' 
hostile  ranks,  and  w  ere  routed  with  great  slaughter.  Being  de- 
feated in  another  conflict,  they  were  so  discouraged,  that  they 
abandoned  Choczin,  and  a  great  part  of  the  vizir's  army  quitted 
his  banners^. 

For  the  extension  of  maritime  power,  and  the  excitation  of  a 
revolt  among  the  Greeks,  who,  though  less  oppressed  by  Mus- 
tapha  than  by  former  sultans,  still  had  various  grounds  of  com- 
plaint, Catharine  sent  a  fleet  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Archipelago. 
The  first  appearance  of  the  Russian  flagon  the  shores  of  Greece 
flattered  her  pride,  and  nourished  her  hope.  In  the  vista  of 
futurity,  she  seemed  to  look  forward  to  the  expulsion  of  the  bar- 
barian votaries  of  Mohammed  from  that  classic  country,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  new  empire  for  the  descendants  of  Ruric. 

A  respectable  fleet,  commanded  byAlexisOrloff'andSpiritoft', 
sailed  toward  the  Grecian  coast,  and  filled  the  Porte  .  -^^ 

with  alarm.  Many  of  our  countrymen  served  in  this  '  *  * 
fleet,  and  instructed  the  Russians  in  naval  discipline  and  evolu- 
tions. When  the  armament  had  reached  Cape  Metapan,  a  des- 
cent was  made  at  Maina  ;  and  a  great  number  of  natives  of  the 
Morea,  having  received  promises  of  protection,  joined  the  inva- 
ders. Thus  encouraged,  the  Greeks  gave  way  to  the  excesses 
of  sanguinary  revenge,  and  massacred  the  Turks  with  merciless 
ferocity.  Several  towns  of  the  peninsula  were  reduced  by  the 
Russians  ;  but,  while  they  and  their  new  associates  were  be- 
sieging the  castle  of  Patras,  they  were  attacked  by  a  body  of 
Turks  and  Albanians,  and  put  to  flight,  The  Greeks  were 
now  slaughtered  in  their  turn  ;  and  the  victorious  party,  advanc- 
ing against  an  army  of  Mainotes,  killed  2000  of  the  number. 
From  the  walls  of  Modon,  the  allies  were  driven,  chiefly  by  the 
valor  of  the  Albanians;  and  the  Russians  were  unable  to  acquire 
a  firm  footing  in  the  Morea. 

A  naval  engagement  soon  after  occurred,  by  which  the  Turks 
were  reminded  of  the  battle  of  Lepanto.  In  the  channel  of  Scio, 
the  two  fleets  met,  not  upon  equal  terms  ;  for  the  Rus-  y  ,  - 
sian  commander  had  only  ten  sail  of  the  line  and  five  ^ 
frigates,  while  the  capitan-pasha  had  fifteen  ships  from  60  to  90 
guns,  besides  smaller  vessels,  advantageously  stationed.  The 
flag-ships  of  Spiritoft"  and  the  Turkish  admiral  commenced  a 

7  Annual  Register,  vol  xii. 
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verv  close  contlict ;  and,  as  volleys  of  grenades  set  the  Turkish 
ship  on  lire,  the  flames  were  communicated  to  the  opposing 
vessel.  Both  blew  up  with  the  loss  of  almost  the  whole  crew 
of  each  :  but  the  two  commanders  esca))ed.  The  horror  of  the 
scene  so  appalled  the  combatants  in  the  other  ships,  that  the 
conflict  ceased  for  a  time.  Beini^  renewed,  it  was  protracted  to 
the  close  of  day.  The  Turkish  admiral  then  retired  into  the 
narrow  bay  of  Chesme,  u  here  some  of  his  ships  ran  aground. 
Here  he  flattered  himself  with  the  idea  of  security;  but  the  gal- 
lant Britons,  vice  admiral  Elphinston  and  rear-admiral  Greig 
convinced  him  of  his  error.  Four  fire-ships  were  prepared  for 
service ;  and  when  Greig's  division  had  attacked  the  enemy  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  lieutenant  Dugdale  rushed  in,  and 
affixed  a  fireship  to  the  nearest  vessel,  which  was  sood  involved 
in  flames.  The  conflagration,  spreading  among  the  rest  of  the 
fleet,  made  signal  havock ;  and  all  the  ships  of  war  were  destroy- 
ed, except  one  that  w  as  captured,  the  command  of  which  was 
given  to  the  intrepid  Dugdale  by  Alexis  Orlofi? 

Before  the  intelligence  of  this  disaster  reached  Constantino- 
ple, it  led  to  a  dreadful  massacre  at  Smyrna.  The  populace, 
enraged  at  the  loss  of  so  many  ships  and  seamen,  ran  about  the 
town,  accusing  the  Greeks  of  disaffection.  Ibrahim,  commis- 
sioner of  the  customs,  an  inhuman  enthusiast,  ordered  the  as- 
sassination of  all  the  Greeks  who  were  employed  in  that  depart- 
ment ;  and,  in  all  the  squares  and  streets  the  atrocious  example 
was  followed  with  unrelenting  zeal.  Of  those  unfortunate  sub- 
jects of  the  Porte,  about  1500  were  murdered  before  the  Janis- 
saries could  quell  the  sanguinary  riot'. 

In  consecjuence  of  the  triumph  of  the  Russians,  Orloft'was 
complimented  with  the  surname  of  Chesmenskoi,  to  which  his 
exertions  or  his  counsels  did  not  entitle  him.  His  imperial  mis- 
tress attributed  to  him  the  scheme  of  burning  the  ships  ;  but  the 
praise  was  due  to  our  countrymen.  Joy  and  festivity,  on  this 
occasion, pervaded  the  Russian  court;  and  an  edifice,  called  the 
palace  of  Chesme,  arose  in  honour  of  the  victory.  The  Porte 
felt  a  proportional  depression.  The  loss  of  so  considerable  a 
fleet  was  poignantly  regretted  by  Mustapha ;  and  he  ordered  the 
capitan-pasha  to  be  put  to  death  for  disgracing  the  Ottoman 
name.  The  sultan  and  his  ministers  trembled  even  in  the  capi- 
tal, the  defence  of  which,  and  the  improvement  of  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  Dardanelles,  they  committed  to  the  baron  de  Tott. 
The  brave  Hassan,  \\  ho  had  acted  as  captain  of  the  admiral's 
ship  in  tne  late  engagement,  was  appointed  capitan-pasha;  and 
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he  so  zealously  superintended  the  renovation  of  the  Turkish  ma- 
rine, that  a  respectable  fleet  was  equipped  with  extraordinary 
despatch.  He  also  acquired  reputation  by  drivinej  the  Russians 
from  the  island  of  Lenmos,  where  they  had  besieged  the  chief 
town  for  four  months. 

The  exploits  of  the  Russians,  on  the  continent,  corresponded 
with  their  maritime  success.  General  Romanzoff,  advancing 
into  Moldavia,  found  about  80,000  Turks  and  Tartars  entrench- 
ed near  the  Pruth.  For  three  weeks,  they  eluded  all  his  endea- 
vours to  draw  them  into  action  :  but,  when  he  made  a  feint  of 
retreating,  a  fourth  part  of  their  number  sallied  from  the  camp, 
and  fiercely  attacked  him.  He  repelled  the  assailants  with  little 
difficulty;  and,  after  a  respite  of  three  days,  marched  toward  the 
entrenchments.  These  works  were  defended  with  spirit;  but  the 
vigor  and  perseverance  of  the  Moscovites  at  length  dislodged 
the  enemy,  who  fled  in  extreme  confusion.  The  victorious  com- 
mander, in  the  pursuit  of  the  fugitives,  met  the  grand  army  of 
the  Ottoman  empire.  The  bey  Halil,  a  new  vizir,  to  secure 
troops  whose  superiority  of  number  might  have  been  expected 
to  command  success,  ordered  three  entrenchments  to  be  formed: 
but  he  did  not  wait  for  his  whole  force  to  be  attacked  within  that 
barrier.  He  detached  some  strong  bodies  of  soldiery  to  .  ^ 
assault  the  Russians  in  front  and  flank  ;  but  the  latter"  ^"  * 
advanced  in  defiance  of  every  obstacle,  and,  after  a  long  contest 
with  artillery  and  musquetry,  forced  the  first  entrenchment  by 
the  terrors  of  the  bayonet.  The  other  works  were  stormed  by 
a  continuance  of  the  same  resolute  exertions  ;  and  the  vizir  fled 
to  the  Danube,  when  20,000  of  his  men  had  been  killed  or 
wounded^^. 

The  siege  of  the  strong  town  of  Bender  employed  the  Rus- 
sians about  two  months:  and  count  Panin  then  ordered  a  ofene- 
ral  assault.  A  mine  of  a  new  construction  was  tried ;  and,  at  the 
time  of  its  explosion,  three  nocturnal  attacks  were  hazarded. — 
During  ten  hours,  the  rage  of  conflict  was  incessant:  the  town 
was  fired;  and,  after  a  horrible  carnage,  the  Moscovites  became 
masters  of  the  place.  Akerman  and  Ismael  were  also  reduced  ; 
and  the  whole  province  of  Bessarabia  submitted  to  the  invaders. 
The  greater  part  of  the  territory  of  VValachia  was  likewise 
seized,  after  the  conquest  of  Ibrailow;  and  the  Moldavian  pro- 
vince was  completely  subdued^'. 

The  affairs  of  Poland  were  still  in  extreme  disorder.  The 
czarina  had  compelled  the  king  and  the  senate  to  declare  war 
against  the  grand  signor ;  and  thus  a  prince  who  wished  to  act 
as  the  friend  of  the  Polanders,  found  himself  constrained  to  be- 
come their  enemy.     Their  miseries  were  aggravated  by  a  pes- 
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tilence,  which  arose  from  their  proximity  to  tlie  Turkish  terri- 
tories. The  contasjion  extended  itself  into  Russia,  and  made 
dreadful  ravajjjes  at  iM(jsco\v. 

The  Turks  did  not  tamely  acquiesce  in  their  territorial  losses. 

.__.    They  re-took  Giurgeu'o  in  VValachia,  and  gaineda 

*  considerable  advantage  near  Bucharest:  but  Mous- 

son  Oglou  was  afterwards  defeated  near  that  capital ;  and  the 

Russians  were  victorious  in  several  other  engagements,  not 

only  in  that  province,  but  also  in  the  Crimea. 

The  success  of  the  Russian  arms  excited  the  jealousy  of  the 
court  of  Vienna.  On  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Huberts- 
burg,  that  court,  weary  of  war,  began  tc  cultivate  with  zeal  the 
arts  of  peace.  The  emperor  Francis,  fond  of  pleasure,  indolent 
and  unaspiring,  did  not  eargerly  desire  the  farther  aggrandise- 
ment of  the  powerful  family  with  whieh  he  was  connected  by 
marriage.  He  preferred  peace  to  the  turmoils  of  war,  and  the 
calm  occupations  of  science  to  the  bustle  of  politics.  His  favo- 
rite pursuit  was  chemistry ;  but  he  was  so  weak  as  to  mingle  a 
propensity  to  alchemy  with  his  researches;  and  his  philosophi- 
cal spirit  was  not  accompanied  with  a  taste  for  literature. 

While  Maria  Theresa  was  employed  in  the  task  of  government, 
he  did  not  repine  at  being  thrown  into  the  shade  :  he  did  not 
presume  to  dictate  even  to  his  own  wife.  In  the  year  which 
followed  the  peace,  his  eldest  son  Joseph  was  elected  king  of  the 
Romans  without  opposition,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  empress. — 
Leopold,  his  second  son,  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  in  Tus- 
cany. When  he  had  assisted  at  the  marriage  of  this  prince 
with  a  daughter  of  the  king  of  Spain,  Francis  was  seized  at 
Inspruck  with  an  apoplexy,  and  died  (in  August  1765)  at  the 
age  of  fifty  seven  years.  Joseph  now  obtained  the  imperial 
dignity,  while  his  mother  remained  the  only  sovereign  of  the 
Austrian  dominions.  Being  an  admirer  of  the  character  of 
Frederic,  and  having  a  strong  tincture  of  ambition,  he  wished 
to  meet  the  Prussian  hero  (when  the  latter  had  proposed  an  in- 
terview,) and  concert  measures  of  aggrandisement ;  but  the 
caution  of  the  dowager  empress,  and  of  her  chief  minister  prince 
Kaunitz,  prevented  for  some  years  the  intended  visit. 

On  the  death  of  the  king  of  Poland,  Maria  Theresa  had  en- 
deavoured to  secure  to  the  house  of  Saxony  a  continuance  of 
that  dignity  :  but,  being  unsupported  by  the  French  court,  she 
contented  herself  with  encourat^ing  the  Ati-Russian  party,  after 
the  elevation  of  Stanislaus.  By  fomenting  the  troubles  of  the 
country,  she  hoped  to  obtain  opportunities  of  considerable  ad- 
vantage. She  sent  arms  and  money  to  the  confederates  ot  Bar, 
and  kept  the  contest  alive  by  indirect  interference*^ 

12  Coxe's  history  of  the  house  of  Austria,  chap.  39. 
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The  danejer  of  Russian  encroachments  on  the  side  of  the  Da- 
nube alarmed  the  Austrian  princess,  who,  ahhouyjh  she  had 
formerly  declared  that  no  consideration  whatever  should  induce 
her  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  Frederic,  was  now  inclined  to 
court  his  friendship,  with  a  view  of  counterbalancing  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  politic  czarina.  The  effect  of  this  change  of  senti- 
ment I  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  notice. 

While  Catharine  was  gratifying  her  ambition  in  Poland  and 
Turkey,  the  Danish  and  Swedish  courts  did  not  presume  to 
assist  her  adversaries,  although  they  knew  that  the  increase  of 
her  power  would  detract  from  their  independence.  The  former 
court  and  nation  had  enjoyed  a  long  peace,  which  had  furnished 
the  means  of  domestic  improve  nent.  Frederic  V.  was  a  pru- 
dent and  patriotic  prince;  and  his  wisdom  was  manifested  in 
the  choice  of  able  ministers.  He  died  on  the  14th  of  January, 
1766,  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  age;  and,  w^hen  his  son 
Christian  VII.  was  proclaimed  king,  the  people  cried  out  "may 
he  not  only  live  long,  but  reign  well  like  his  father  V' 

Christian,  before  his  father's  death,  had  made  proposals  of 
marriage  to  Caroline  Matilda,  one  of  the  sisters  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty  ;  and,  the  offer  being  accepted,  the  nuptials  were 
solemnised  after  he  had  ascended  the  throne.  The  amiable 
manners  of  the  young  queen  soon  rendered  her  popular  in  Den- 
mark ;  and  she  seemed  to  enjoy  high  favor  with  the  king  ;  but 
the  regard  of  a  prince  of  his  character  was  not  likely  to  be  per- 
manent :  and,  when,  from  a  love  of  dissipation  rather  than 
from  motives  of  laudable  curiosity,  he  entered  upon  his  travels, 
he  did  not  permit  her  to  accompany  him.  He  remained  two 
months  in  this  country,  where  he  was  liberally  entertained  :  he 
then  visited  France,  where  he  was  received  with  equal  politeness. 

He  was  a  prince  of  confined  understanding  and  a  narrow- 
mind  ;  was  incapable  of  a  steady  attention  to  business,  addict- 
ed to  pleasure,  and  prone  to  dissipation.  When  he  returned 
to  Denmark,  he  seemed  to  have  improved  his  mind  :  but  all 
hopes  of  his  reform  were  delusive.  He  found  the  affiirs  of 
his  kingdom  deranged,  the  finances  low,  and  trade  declining; 
yet  he  did  not  devote  his  attention  to  the  interesting  concerns  of 
government,  but  threw  the  burthen  entirely  upon  his  ministers 
or  his  favorites.  Count  Hoick,  at  this  time,  enjoyed  the  great- 
est share  of  his  regard  :  and  his  phvsician  Struensee,  the  son  of 
a  Saxon  ecclesiastic,  was  rising  into  notice.  The  queen,  with 
whom  the  count  was  not  in  favour,  encouraged  Struensee  to  sup- 
plant him  :  and,  by  the  aid  of  the  insinuating  physician,  she  re- 
covered the  confidence  of  her  husband,  and  procured  the  ba- 
nishment of  Hoick  and  his  sister  from  court.  Bernstorff  was 
soon  after  dismissed  from  his  office ;  and  Matilda  and  Struensee 
triumphed  over  all  opposition.     The  council  of  state  was  sup- 
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pressed; — a  body  which,  since  the  revolution  of  the  year  1660, 
had  proved  (like  the  parliaments  of  France)  the  only  remaining 
check  upon  the  royal  authority  ;  and  a  foreia^n  adventurer  ruled 
the  kint^,  the  nobles,  and  the  people,  with  despotic  svvay'^. 

The  new  minister  projected  various  plans  (jf  reform,  some  of 
which  were  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  He  shook 
off  the  domineering  influence  which  Russia  had  exercised  over 
the  Danish  cabinet,  and  thus  gave  greater  dignity  to  the  crown 
in  the  eyes  of  foreign  powers.  He  introduced  economy  into  the 
expenditure  both  of  the  court  and  the  state  ;  encouraged  arts 
and  industry  ;  granted  freedom  to  the  peasants  ;  and  improved 
the  general  condition  of  the  people.  But,  in  endeavouring  to 
establish  his  power,  he  overlooked  the  rules  of  prudence  and 
caution.  Having  been  ennobled,  and  appointed  secret  minister 
of  the  cabinet,  he  was  empowered  to  commit  the  king's  verbal 
orders  to  writing,  to  issue  them  even  without  the  royal  signa- 
ture, and  to  give  instructions  tothediflferent  official  departments. 
This  dangerous  height  of  power  exposed  him  to  envy  and  odi- 
um: and  a  law  ordaining  the  liberty  of  the  press,  by  which  he 
hoped  to  render  himself  popular,  had  a  contrary  effect,  as  it 
furnished  his  enemies  with  numerous  opportunities  of  exposing 
his  presumptuous  ambition  and  villifying  his  character. 

The  exorbitant  power  of  the  favorite  seemed  at  length  to  re- 
quire restraint ;  and  the  nobles,  whom  he  had  depressed,  began 
to  associate  against  him.  Juliana  Maria,  the  king's  step  mo- 
ther, and  her  son  Frederic,  fomented  the  rising  disgust,  and 
endeavoured  to  form  a  party  sufficiently  powerful  to  drive  him 
from  the  helm.  He  was  aware  of  their  enmity  ;  and  their  ma- 
chinations increased  the  panic  excited  in  his  bosom  by  a  mutiny 
of  Norwegian  seamen,  who  complained  of  a  law  w  hich  he  had 
refused  to  soften  or  suspend.  He  even  thought  of  retiring  from 
Denmark;  but  the  queen  insisted  on  his  braving  the  storm.  An 
order  for  disembodying  five  companies  of  foot-guads,  and  dis- 
persing the  men  among  other  regiments,  promoted  the  views  of 
the  adverse  party.  They  refused  to  obey  the  degrading  man- 
dale  :  a  sanguinary  tumult  arose ;  and  the  populace  sided  with 
the  guards,  who  demanded  and  obtained  a  full  discharge  from 
the  service. 

The  j)resident  of  the  war-office,  count  Rantzau,  was  one  of 
those  nobles  whom  Juliana  particularly  w  ished  to  gain  over. — 
He  had  contributed  to  the  elevation  of  Struensee,  but  disap- 
proved some  of  his  measures,  and  was  therefore  expected  by  the 
queen-dowager  to  be  readv  to  desert  him.  He  at  first  declined 
•an  adoption  of  the  schemes  of  that  princess  ;  but,  when  he  had 
in  vain  exhorted  the  minister  to  act  in  a  more  circumspect  and 

13  Elucidation  of  llie  history  of  the  counts  Struensee  and  Bi-aiidt,  and  of  the  revolution  in 
Denmark. 
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politic  manner,  and  warned  him  of  his  danc^er,  he  joined  the 
party  of  Juliana.  A  conspiracy  was  novA'  formed,  and  a  day 
fixed  for  the  arrest  of  Struensee  and  his  chief  associates. 

After  a  splendid  ball,  at  w  hich  Matilda  danced  with  her  usual 
gaiety,  colonel  Roller,  whose  repjiment  kept  guard  for  the  night 
about  the  palace,  tutored  his  officers,  on  pretence  of  orders  from 
the  king,  for  the  execution  of  the  conspiracy,  j  171  «'-r> 
Juliana,  her  son,  and  count  Rantzau,  pretend-  *  »  ^  — 
ing  a  desire  of  rescuing  their  sovereign  from  the  danger  of  an 
insurrection,  prevailed  upon  a  page  to  unlock  the  door  of  the 
royal  apartment.  The  count,  having  papers  ready  for  signa- 
ture, declared  to  the  terrified  king,  that  nothing  but  his  confir- 
mation of  their  contents  could  save  him  from  the  fury  of  the 
people.  Christian,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  a  trembling  hand, 
signed  the  orders.  KoUer,  in  the  mean  time,  seized  Struensee, 
and  sent  him  to  the  citadel.  Count  Brandt,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed, during  his  friends  administration,  to  amuse  the  imbecile 
king,  was  also  arrested  and  imprisoned,  with  other  partisans  of 
the  reigning  queen. 

Matilda  was  reposing,  unconscious  of  her  danger,  when  Rant- 
zau, with  colonel  Eichstadt  and  some  other  officers,  approached 
her  chamber.  The  count  having  pleaded  the  king's  authority 
in  defence  of  his  intrusion,  she  begged  that  Struensee  might  be 
called;  and,  when  she  was  informed  of  his  imprisonment,  she 
exclaimed,  "  I  am  betrayed,  undone,  lost  for  ever  !''  She  de- 
clared that  she  would  not  obey  orders  which  had  been  extorted 
from  the  king,  and  demanded  an  mterview  with  him  ;  but  Rant- 
zau, jusdy  apprehending  that  her  influence  over  her  husband 
might  mar  the  conspiracy,  directed  the  officers  to  seize  her. 
Her  resistance  being  fruitless,  she  was  carried  off,  and  confined 
with  her  infant  daughter  in  the  castle  of  Cronenburg. 

Now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  Juliana  and  Frederic,  Chris- 
tian was  led  through  the  city  as  a  state  pageant,  that  the  peo- 
ple might  supposed  him  to  have  readily  acquiesced  in  this  change 
of  affairs.  A  general  illumination  gratified  the  mob;  and  the 
nation  tamely  submitted  to  the  queen-dowager  and  her  son, 
who,  assisted  by  the  restored  council  of  state,  usurped  in  effect 
the  royal  authority. 

Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  the  British  minister  at  Copenha- 
gen, had  advised  Struensee  to  resign  his  power,  before  the  ex- 
plosion  took  place  :  but  the  minister  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  this 
opportune  counsel.  While  the  queen's  fate  was  in  suspense, 
sir  Robert  remonstrated  against  all  violation  of  her  security,  de- 
nouncing the  vengeance  of  his  court  in  case  of  insult  or  per- 
sonal injury. 

Struensee  and  Brandt  were  tried  by  a  special  commission, 
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and  condemned  to  death.  Beside  the  charges  of  an  assumption 
of  inordinate  power,  and  of  multiplied  maladministration,  the 
former  was  accused  of  a  criminal  intercourse  with  the  queen; 
and  amidst  the  aajitation  of  his  mind  and  the  fear  of  torture,  he 
confessed  that  this  imputation  was  founded  in  truth.  The 
charges  against  the  latt'ir  were  not  so  weighty  as  to  induce  even 
the  prejudiced  commissioners  who  tried  him  to  condemn  him 
to  death,  except  one,  which  was,  that  he  had  bitten  his  majes- 
ty's finger,  in  revenge  for  a  sarcastic  remark. 

When  Struensee's  confession  was  intimated  to  the  queen,  she 
boldly  denied  her  guilt;  but,  when  the  baron  Schak  informed  her 
that  the  offender,  if  he  had  falsely  arraigned  her  honour,  would 
not  be  suffered  to  escape  an  ignominious  and  cruel  death,  she 
said,  "  If  I  confess  that  what  he  has  declared  is  true,  may  he 
hope  for  mercy  ?*'  He  bowed  assent,  and  gave  her  a  paper  to 
sign.  She  began  to  write  her  name  ;  but,  suspecting  that  the 
baron  had  deceived  her,  indignandy  threw  down  the  pen.  Schak 
put  it  between  herfingers  when  she  had  nearly  fainted,  and  guid- 
ed her  hand  so  as  to  finish  the  signature.  An  extraordinary  tri- 
bunal now  took  cognisance  of  the  cause,  and  divorced  her  as  an 
adulteress.  She  was  from  that  time  less  closely  confined  ;  for 
her  enemies  were  not  so  daring  as  to  wreak  upon  her  the  ex- 
tremity of  vengeance.  Her  two  friends,  however,  were  brought 
A  ■]  90  l^o  the  scaffold.  Brandt  seemed  to  flatter  himself  with 
P  "  *  the  hope  of  pardon;  and,  when  he  found  himself  disap- 
pointed, he  submitted  with  great  fortitude  to  the  execution  of  his 
sentence.  Struensee  was  less  patient ;  and  force  was  necessary 
to  make  him  bear  the  dreadful  stroke.  Each  had  the  right  hand 
cut  off  before  decapitation  ;  and  the  remains  of  both  were  for 
some  time  exposed  to  public  view.  The  people  appeared  to 
be  disgusted  with  the  scene  of  cruelty;  and  the  death  of  Brandt^ 
in  particular,  was  deemed  an  act  of  inhuman  tyranny'^ 

The  unfortunate  Matilda,  being  released  from  Cronenburg, 
was  conveyed  by  captain  Macbride  in  an  English  frigate  to 
Stade,  whence  she  was  conducted  to  Zell  by  the  British  envoy. 
She  there  had  a  household  and  court,  but  lived  in  comparative 
obscurity.  Her  person  and  manners  were  pleasing  ;  and  she 
was  not  deficient  in  the  usual  accomi)lishments  of  her  sex.  If 
not  a  faithful  wife,  she  w  as  an  affectionate  mother,  a  kind  mis- 
tress, and  a  benevolent  friend'*. 


14  History  of  Struensee  aixl  Risnilt. 

15  Slieilied  at  Zfllonilie  lOlh  of  May,  1775,  b<  foroshchad  completed  (lie  twenty-fourth 
yeiir  of  her  age.  A  report  arost- ,  iha;  she  was  |)oiso;ied  hy  an  lialian  domestic,  wlio  had 
been  bribed  I)y  the  n;mish  enurl  tn  |)ei  petmte  that  alrocious  act  :  but  there  were  no  real 
groiiiirls  lor  this  suspicion.  Slie  complained  ot  an  inflamm;>tif)n  in  her  throat,  to  which  she 
vvas  constilutionally  subject :  ilie  disoi-der  increased  in  luahgnity  ;  cutaneous  eruptious  after- 
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After  the  expulsion  of  Slruensee  from  the  hehn,  the  queen- 
dowager  governed  Denmark  for  many  years  in  the  king's  name, 
with  the  assistance  of  prince  Frederic.  The  intrigues  of  the 
Russians  in  that  kingdom  were  now  renewed  ;  and  BernsdorfF, 
nephew  to  a  nobleman  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  ca- 
binet, was  elevated  by  their  interest  to  the  station  of  prime 
minister.  Being  a  true  patriot,  he  promoted  the  advantage  of 
his  country  in  every  mode  that  he  could  devise,  as  far  as  was 
compatible  with  the  retention  of  his  office,  under  a  princess  w  ho 
was  less  devoted  to  the  same  object.  He  alleviated  the  yoke  of 
despotism,  diminished  the  burthen  of  taxation,  provided  for  tlie 
impartial  administration  of  justice,  encouraged  the  arts  and 
sciences,  favoured  commerce,  and  studiously  preserved  peace. 

In  the  contest  of  parties  of  Copenhas^en,  the  court  of  Stock- 
holm  had  rather  favored  than  opposed  Struensee  ;  and,  by  the 
medium  of  baron  Sprengporten,  expostulated  with  count  Rant- 
zau  on  his  factious  schemes.  In  the  preceding  year,  the  death 
of  the  Swedish  king  had  made  way  for  the  accession  of  his  son, 
Gustavus  III.,  an  ambitious  prince,  who  was  too  fully  occupied 
with  a  revolutionary  scheme  at  home  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  broils  of  another  kingdom. 

Before  I  treat  of  the  revolution  to  which  I  allude,  I  will  give 
you  some  information  respecting  the  affairs  of  Sweden.  You 
may  recollect,  that  the  sister  of  Charles  XII.,  and  her  husband, 
were  obliged  to  submit  to  such  limitations  of  the  royal  power  as 
rendered  the  government  more  republican  than  monarchical. 
The  succeeding  prince  (Adolphus  Frederic)  acquiesced  for  a 
time  in  this  system  ;  but,  by  the  advice  of  count  Brahe  and  ba- 
tron  Horn,  he  endeavoured  to  procure  a  greater  degree  of  power 
and  to  shake  off  that  pernicious  influence  which  the  Hats,  or 
the  French  party,  had  obtained  in  the  diet.  The  scheme  proved 
abortive;  and  the  two  noblemen,  with  others  who  belonged  to  the 
party  styled  the  Caps,  were  beheaded.  The  ruling  faction,  at 
the  same  time,  precipitated  the  nation  into  a  concern  in  the 
seven  years  war,  which  seriously  injured  the  state.  Of  the  an- 
nual subsidy  which  France  had  engaged  to  pay  for  this  service, 
the  arrears  were  so  considerable  to  an  indigent  government, 
that  frequent  demands  were  made  for  liquidation  ;  and  it  was  at 
length  declared,  that,  if  the  court  of  Versailles  should  not  speed- 
ily execute  it's  engagements,  a  British  minister  would  be  receiv- 
ed at  Stockholm.  During  the  war,  no  envoy  from  this  country 
had  been  admitted,  on  account  of  the  alliance  between  our  court 
and  that  of  Berlin  ;  but  Sir  John  Goodricke  was  now  sent  to 
Sweden  in  a  public  character.     In  concert  with  the  Russian 

wards  appeared  ;  and  a  putrid  fever  threatened  her  with  dissolution.  The  skill  of  Zimmer- 
man could  not  restore  her  to  health  ;  and  she  txpired  aftt;r  an  illness  of  six  days.  Wraxall's 
memoirs  of  the  courts  of  Berlin,  Dresden,  Warsaw  and  Vienna,  letter  ii. 
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minister,  he  opi)osed  the  Hat  party  with  zeal  and  success ;  and, 
in  1766,  procured  the  assent  of-tlie  Swedish  ministry  to  a  new 
treaty,  not  of  alliance,  but  of  amity  and  commerce'^. 

The  king  was  not  remarkable  for  consistency  or  firmness. 
Sometimes  he  sided  with  the  Caps,  at  other  times  with  the 
Hats.  His  qi.een  (Ulrica  of  Prussia)  influenced  him  to  con- 
cur widi  the  latter,  when  they  i)roniibed  to  obtain  for  him  an 
inordinate  augmentation  of  power.  A  conspiracy  for  this  pur- 
pose being  detected  by  the  Caps,  they  resolved  to  impose  new 
restraints  upon  the  royal  authority ;  and  the  diet  agreed  to  their 
proposals. 

An  extraordinary  scheme  was  afterwards  ])rojected  by  the 
leaders  of  the  French  party.  They  staled,  as  a  pretence  for 
desiring  the  convocation  of  a  new  diet,  that  Adolphus  wished 
to  resign  the  exercise  of  royalty.  They  intended,  however, 
that  he  should  be  requested  to  resume  it ;  and,  they  hoped,  by 
corruption  and  intrigue,  to  prevail  in  the  assembly.  When  the 
king  proposed  that  the  states  should  be  re  assembled,  only 
one  of  the  senators  voted  as  he  wished.  Count  Lowenhielm 
was  the  chief  of  the  Caps  ;  but  he  died  soon  afterwards,  with 
the  reputation  of  an  able  statesman.  His  death  weakened  and 
discouraged  his  party  ;  and  it  was  now  concluded,  that  the 
Hats  would  fully  recover  their  influence.  The  king  sent  a 
letter  to  the  senatorial  body,  lamenting  the  distress  of  the  na- 
tion, and  expressing  an  intention  of  relinquishing  all  concern 
in  the  government.  His  resignation  was  then  announced  to 
the  public ;  but  the  senate  continued  to  make  use  of  his  name, 
in  its  decrees  and  regulations.  The  people  drew  various  con- 
clusions :  many  uere  surprised  at  the  intelligence,  while  others 
suspected  the  artifice. 

The  senate,  having  in  vain  remonstrated  against  the  resig- 
nation, and  finding  that  some  of  the  principal  colleges  (or  public 
offices,)  were  unwilling  to  obey  its  orders,  consented  toconvoke 
a  diet ;  and,  after  an  interval  of  confusion,  the  states  assem- 
bled'^  The  senators  who  were  devoted  to  the  British  and  Rus- 
sian interest  were  now  deposed  ;  and  the  Hats  seized  the  admi- 
nistration. They  had  formed  three  schemes  ;  one  was,  to  ena- 
ble the  king  and  the  senate  to  conclude  alliances  and  make  war 
without  assembling  the  states  :  the  second  was,  to  unite  the 
Swedish  and  French  courts  in  a  close  confederacy  :  and  the 
third  was,  to  draw  the  former  into  a  war  with  Russia.  But 
they  failed  in  all  these  views  ;  in  the  first,  as  it  was  a  flagrant 
breacli  of  the  constitution;  in  the  two  last,  chiefly  because  there 
was  little  prospect  of  the  payment  of  the  French  arrears'*. 

lf>  Account  of  the  Revolution  in  Sweden,  by  Chai  les  Francis  Slieiidan. 
17  April,  1769.  18  Sheridan's  Account  of  the  Revolution. 
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It  was  then  proposed,  in  the  secret  meetings  of  the  partisans 
of  France,  that  force  should  be  used  to  subvert  the  constitution 
of  Sweden :  but  the  king's  moderation  would  not  suffer  him  to 
countenance  such  a  scheme.  It  therefore  remained  unattempt- 
ed  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  died  suddenly  in  the  sixty- 
first  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  twentieth  year  of  an  unquiet 
reign'*.  If  the  spirit  of  party  had  been  less  violent  under  his 
administration,  his  want  of  energy  would  have  been  less  no- 
ticed, and  he  would  have  been  more  generally  respected. 

Gustavus,  the  eldest  son  of  Adolphus  Frederic,  had  under- 
taken a  journey  to  France,  with  views  both  of  pleasure  and  po- 
litics. He  procured  a  promise  of  the  annual  j)ayment  of  a 
million  and  a  half  of  livres,  and  of  strong  support  against  the 
aristocratic  party.  Hastening  back  to  Sweden,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  throne,  he  practised  ^^l  the  means  of  conciliation, 
and  all  the  arts  of  popularity.  He  assured  the  higher  classes 
of  his  regard  for  the  constitution,  and  of  his  acquiescence  in  the 
limitations  of  royalty.  He  courted  the  lower  orders  by  affabi- 
lity, by  listening  to  their  complaints,  and  granting  or  promising 
redress. 

His  professions  of  constitutional  submission  were  not  uni- 
versally believed;  for,  when  plausible  promises  are  lavished, 
grounds  of  suspicion  may  arise.  The  Caps  exerted  all  their 
eiForts  in  counteracting  his  supposed  views,  and  promoting  an 
alliance  of  Sweden  with  Great  Britain  and  Russia.  At  the 
opening  of  a  new  diet,  they  had  a  majority  among  the  clergy, 
burghers  and  peasants,  while  the  Hats  prevailed  among  the 
nobles.  A  dispute  arising  not  only  on  the  disposal  of  high 
offices,  but  also  on  the  engagements  to  be  signed  by  the  king 
before  his  coronation,  Gustavus  affected  an  earnest  desire  of 
promoting  concord,  but  secretly  fomented  disunion,  according 
to  the  pernicious  maxim,  divide  et  impera. 

After  a  long  contest,  the  Caps  gained  one  of  the  points  at 
which  they  aimed,  by  making  an  addition  to  the  royal  stipula- 
tions. They  then  dejDosed  the  senators  of  the  opposite  party, 
and  resolved  to  exclude  their  rivals  from  all  trust  or  employ- 
ment. This  all-grasping  spirit  disgusted  the  Hats,  and  prompt- 
ed many  of  them  to  concur  with  the  king,  while  others  retired 
from  the  diet. 

The  British  and  Russian  ministers  endeavoured  to  accele- 
rate the  proposed  alliance,  by  representing  it  as  the  only  mea- 
sure which  could  save  the  constitution,  and  secure  the  triumph 
of  the  Anti-Gallican  party.  But,  as  they  would  not  agree  to 
an  annual  subsidy,  they  could  not  prevail  on  the  Caps  to  com- 
plete the  treaty. 

19  February  12, 1771 . 
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In  the  mean  lime,  the  king's  emissaries  were  employed  in 
propagating  disaffection  to  the  states,  and  encouraging  com- 
plaints of  their  inattention  to  patriotic  duties,  of  the  venality 
and  factious  spirit  of  the  members,  and  the  dissensions  which 
obstructed  the  reformation  of  the  government.  As  these  sedi- 
ditious  intrigues  seemed  to  threaten  a  revolt,  measures  of  pre- 
caution were  taken:  and,  while  general  Rudbeck  was  sent  into 
Scania  to  overawe  the  adversaries  of  the  states,  Pecklin  was 
commissioned  to  preserve  the  tranquillity  of  the  capital. 

Havingmatured  the  scheme  of  revolution,  Gustavus  imparted 
the  secret  to  Hellichius,  an  officer  of  great  courage  and  address, 
who,  tutored  by  him,  excited  a  revolt  at  Christianstadt,  which 
furnished  Charles,  the  king's  brother,  with  a  pretext  for  assem- 
bling some  provincial  retriments,  and  marching  at  their  head, 
without  waiting  for  orders  from  the  executive  committee,  com- 
posed of  national  deputies.  Rudbeck  having  informed  the  com- 
mittee of  this  revolt,  troops  were  sent  to  invest  the  fortress  ; 
and  Stockholm  was  guarded  with  peculiar  vigilance.  But  the 
king  gained  over  the  cavalry  of  burghers,  who  patroled  the 
streets,  secured  the  subserviency  of  some  officers  of  the  guards; 
and,  by  his  insinuating  manners  and  complacency  of  demeanor, 
strengthened  his  interest  among  the  people. 

When  farther  delay  seemed  dangerous,  the  bold  prince  pre- 
pared for  the  execution  of  his  arbitrary  project.  One  detach- 
ment of  the  guards  being  on  the  point  of  retiring  to  make  way 
for  another,  he  called  the  officers  of  both  into  the  guard- room, 
harangued  them  with  artful  eloquence,  and  prevailed  on  all  ex- 
cept three  to  take  an  oath  for  the  promotion  of  his  views,  which, 
he  said,  were  just  and  patriotic,  as  he  wished  to  put  an  end  to 
the  disorders  of  the  realm,  banish  corruption  and  foreign  influ- 
ence, establish  genuine  freedom,  and  revive  the  lustre  of  the 
Swedish  name.  He  then  made  his  appearance  on  the  parade, 
and,  in  a  plausible  speech,  urged  the  privates  to  support  him. 
They  readily  concurred  with  the  majority  of  the  officers  ;  and 
the  king,  thus  abetted,  posted  a  guard  upon  the  assembled  se- 
nators^". 

Intimidated  by  this  act  of  power,  the  members  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  instantly  separated.  His  majesty  continued  his 
course,  and  drew  the  troops  to  his  side  in  every  quarter  of  the 
city.  He  sent  orders  to  stop  the  march  of  those  regiments 
which  had  been  commanded  by  the  committee  of  the  states  to 
advance  toward  the  capital ;  and  general  Pecklin,  who  was 
preparing  to  oppose  him,  was  arrested  by  Prince  Frederic. 

The  silence  of  the  ensuing  night  was  disturbed  only  by  the 
orderly  movements  of  the  soldiery.     In  the  morning,  Gustavus 

30  Sheridan's  Account — Vie  publiquc  et  privce  du  comte  tie  Vergennes,  par  M.  de  Mayer. 
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addressed  the  people  in  a  spacious  square,  asserting  the  purity 
of  his  intentions,  and  promised  to  be  a  patriot  king.  He  or- 
dered the  states  to  re  assemble :  but,  like  a  military  despot, 
stationed  troops  with  artillery  near  the  place  of  meeting.  A 
new  display  of  his  eloquence  was  followed  by  the  production  of 
fifty-seven  articles,  composing  that  form  of  government  which 
he  wished  to  establish.  The  four  orders  acquiesced  in  a  change 
which  they  could  not  effectually  resist ;  and  the  rival  parties 
were  equally  enslaved^'. 

Thus,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  life,  that  constitution  which 
had  been  obtained  at  a  favourable  moment,  on  the  sudden  death 
of  an  arbitrary  monarch,  was  annulled,  "  at  the  cannon's  mouth," 
by  a  bold,  politic,  and  popular  prince.  His  friends  affirmed, 
that  he  established  a  better  government  than  that  which  he  sub- 
verted. I  do  not  approve  or  vindicate  the  aristocratic  tyranny 
which  had  long  prevailed  in  Sweden  :  but  you  will  allow,  my 
son,  that  the  erection  of  a  system  of  monarchical  despotism 
was  not  calculated  for  the  genuine  or  permanent  reformation 
of  the  government.  Gustavus  affected  to  be  solely  influenced 
by  a  desire  of  promoting  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple :  but  he  was  rather  actuated  by  selfish  ambition  than  by  true 
patriotism.  An  upright  and  moderate  prince  would  merely 
have  endeavoured  to  circumscribe  the  power  of  the  aristocratic 
leaders  within  regular  limits,  and  rescue  himself  from  degrada- 
tion and  impotence — not  have  reduced  the  representatives  of 
the  nation  to  a  state  of  weakness  and  insignificance. 

This  revolution  was  very  unpleasing  to  the  empress  of  Russia, 
who  ordered  her  minister  at  Stockholm  to  take  measures  for  re- 
establishing the  Swedish  aristocracy  ;  ''  a  form  of  government 
(says  Dr.  Gillies)  so  well  calculated  to  bridle  the  activity  of  the 
king,  and  to  distract  or  enfeeble  the  exertions  of  the  state.'^ 
She  expected  the  co-operation  of  the  king  of  Prussia  in  the 
same  cause,  as  he  was  bound,  by  his  treaty  with  her,  to  support 
the  system  which  Gustavus  had  overturned.  But  his  own  fond- 
ness for  power  would  not  suffer  him  to  censure  with  acrimony 
the  ambition  of  the  young  Swede ;  and,  being  uncle  to  this 
prince,  he  wished  to  act  as  a  friend  to  him  rather  than  an  ad- 
versary. He  therefore  earnestly  dissuaded  Catharine  from  all 
acts  of  violence  against  the  advocates  of  the  new  system  :  the 
court  of  Vienna  also  endeavoured  to  allay  her  disgust,  and  sof- 
ten her  indignation  ;  and  the  rising  storm  subsided-^. 

The  Danish  court  being  hostile  to  his  assumption  of  power, 
Gustavus  resolved  to  invade  Norway  ;  and  he  led  an  army  to 
the  frontiers  for  that  purpose  :  but  his  impetuosity  soon  yielded 

21  Some  of  the  articles,  indeed,  contained  limitations  upon  his  authority  ;  but  upon  the 
■tvh(jle,hf  iiad  sufficient  power  to  elude  those  restrictions, 
32  Giliies's  VIcav  of  the  Reign  of  Frederic,  chap.  6, 
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to  the  remonstrances  of  his  uncle  and  the  siigjyestions  of  pru- 
dence. An  accommodation  was  conckided  between  the  courts; 
and  the  Swedish  prince  directed  iiis  attention  to  the  aftairs  of 
his  own  kingdom.  The  apprehensions  of  famine  spread  dis- 
may among  his  people  :  but  his  regulations  and  arrangements 
contributed  to  allay  the  evil.  In  other  respects,  likewise,  he 
seemed  anxious  for  the  general  welfare. 

In  the  concerns  of  the  Polish  state  he  did  not  interfere.  He 
could  not  effectually  protect  that  country  ;  and  he  had  no  hope 
ofprofitting  by  its  convulsions.  The  Russians  continued  their 
career  of  oppression  and  cruelty  ;  and  the  calamities  of  civil  war 
were  added  to  the  mischiefs  of  foreign  hostility.  Amidst  these 
commotions,  a  daring  attempt  was  made  upon  the  person  of 
Stanislaus.  Kosinski,  and  other  members  of  an  x^nti- Russian 
association,  were  instigated  by  count  Pulaski  to  seize  that  prince, 
and  conduct  him  to  the  camp  of  the  confederates,  or  take  away 
his  life  if  he  should  endeavour  to  escape.  He  was  wounded  by 
these  assailants,  and  led  into  a  forest  near  Warsaw  ;  but  Ko- 
sinski, moved  by  his  expostulations  and  entreaties,  saved  him 
Trom  farther  violence^-^. 

The  continuance  of  these  disorders  furnished  a  pretence  for 
the  execution  of  a  scheme  of  dismemberment,  which  the  Prus- 
sian monarch  and  the  czarina  had  for  some  lime  entertained. 
The  iniquitous  scheme  originated  in  the  mind  of  Frederic.  Hav- 
ing added  Silesia  to  the  domini(jns  which  he  inherited  from  his 
father,  he  was  also  desirous  of  extending  his  territories  by  the 
seizure  of  a  considerable  part  of  Poland.  Peace  was  the  chief 
wish  of  his  heart,  as  he  was  now  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  was 
no  longer  inflamed  with  the  martial y?/;w  ;  but  he  concluded, 
that  the  disorders  of  Poland  would  afford  him  opportunities  of 
rapine,  without  the  necessity  of  actual  war.  While  he  was 
amusing  his  fancy  with  this  interesting  prospect,  he  was  alarm- 
ed at  the  progress  of  the  Russians  in  Moldavia,  and  began  to 
fear  that  his  ambitious  ally  might  be  enabled  to  domineer  over 
him,  as  she  did  over  the  Polanders.  The  emperor  was  equally- 
apprehensive  of  danger,  and  therefore  did  not  scruple  to  make 
advances  to  a  prince  with  whom  his  mother  had  long  been  at 
variance.  He  visited  Frederic  at  Neiss  in  Silesia  (in  1769) ; 
and  a  confidential  interchange  of  sentiments  took  place  between 
the  monarchs.  They  engaged  to  unite  for  the  maintenance  of 
peace  in  Germany  ;  and  it  uas  hinted  by  the  Prussian  potentate, 
that,  if  the  czarina  could  not  easily  be  brought  to  reason,  a 
threefold  partition  of  Poland  might  remove  all  difficulties.  Jo- 
seph w  as  not  so  disinterested  or  so  just,  as  to  resist  or  condemn 
the  proposition,  which  however,  was  for  a  time  kept  secret.  In 
the  following  year,  the  two  princes  had  another  meeting  j  and 

23  Cuxe's  Travels  in  Poland,  Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark. 
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prince  Kaunitz  also  had  long  conferences  with  the  king,  to 
whose  interest  he  promised  to  attend.  Prince  Henry,  repairing 
to  Petersburg  on  pretence  of  amusement,  disclosed  the  scheme 
to  Catharine,  by  whom  it  was  not  disapproved.  As  she  still  in- 
sisted, however,  on  extravagant  terms  of  peace,  Maria  Theresa 
and  her  son  ordered  military  preparations  ;  and  an  armed  party, 
entering  Poland,  seized  the  lordship  of  Zips. 

This  invasion  accelerated  the  adjustment  of  the  treaty  of  par- 
tition. P>ederic  drew  the  outlines  of  a  plan  ;  but  Catharine,  in 
her  contre-projet^  demanded  a  much  greater  portion  of  the  spoils 
than  he  was  w  iliing  to  allow,  and  exacted  new  terms  of  alliance 
more  favourable  to  herself  t!ian  to  her  royal  confederate.  These 
requisitions  delayed  the  settlement;  but  it  was  at  length  agreed, 
that  the  king  should  seize  Polish  Prussia,  or  the  territory  be- 
tween Eastern  Prussia  and  his  possessions  in  Pomerania,  with 
the  exception  of  Dantzic  and  Thorn  ;  and  that  the  empress 
should  take  possession  of  a  great  part  of  Lithuania.  Maria  The- 
resa was  invited  to  accede  to  the  treaty,  and  take  a  share  of  the 
spoils  of  a  convulsed  country.  She  wished  for  so  many  palati- 
nates, that  Frederic  and  the  czarina  affected  to  be  shocked  at 
her  rapacity.  After  a  mitigation  of  her  demands,  the  a  ^^  r- 
treaty  of  division  was  concluded.  ^* 

The  great  power  of  the  three  allies  removed  all  doubt  of  the 
acquiescence  of  the  diet  of  Poland  in  their  unjust  requisitions. 
Every  patriotic  Polander,  and  all  men  who  had  a  sense  of  honor 
and  justice,  condemned,  either  openly  or  in  their  hearts,  the 
conduct  of  the  profligate  invaders  of  national  rights  :  but  what 
means  of  effectual  resistance  had  the  diet  or  the  people?  Sub- 
mission was  expedient ;  and  the  combined  powers  succeeded  in 
their  aims.  Without  waiting  for  the  assent  of  the  diet,  they 
seized  the  territories  which  they  had  allotted  to  themselves,  and 
defied  the  resentment  of  the  king  and  the  nobles. 

This  partition  had  been  represented  as  the  first  great  breach 
of  that  system  which  provided  for  the  balance  of  power  :  but  it 
seems  to  have  left  the  balance  nearly  as  it  was  before.  The  Po- 
lish state  had  long  been  so  weak,  that  it  held  a  very  low  rank 
among  the  European  nations,  and  had  scarcely  any  concern  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  balance  ;  and  the  addition  of  its  exterior 
provinces  to  the  dominions  of  the  three  confederates,  left  those 
powers  in  no  very  different  predicament,  with  reference  to  each 
other,  than  that  in  which  they  had  recently  stood.  We  may, 
therefore,  leave  this  supposed  breach  of  system  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  consider  the  act  as  an  arbitrary  spoliation,  not  essen- 
tially differing  from  former  instances  of  daring  rapine,  and  not 
defensible  on  any  sound  principles  of  justice  or  equity.  Indeed, 
the  conspiring  potentates,  by  their  awkward  attempts  for  the 

Vol.  V.  M 
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vindication  of  the  measure,  manifested  their  sense  of  its  injus- 
tice. If  they  had  been  sincerely  desirous  of  providing  for  the 
pf)liticid  welfare  and  hapj)iness  of  the  Polish  nation,  they  might 
have  promoted  such  a  settlement  of  its  aftairs,  as  would  have 
humbled  the  aristocracy,  and  have  combined  the  freedom  of  the 
people  with  rei^ular  [government.  Bu»^  this  was  not  their  wish  : 
ambition  was  their  motive,  and  rapine  their  object. 

In  the  new  arrangements,  Warsaw,  the  modern  capital  of 
Poland,  Cracow,  the  ancient  metropolis,  and  the  territory  ex- 
tending from  Silesia  in  the  west  to  the  river  Berezina  in  the 
east,  from  the  privince  of  Samogita  in  the  north  to  the  palati- 
nate of  Chelm  in  the  south,  and  to  the  Black  Forest  in  the 
south-east,  were  left  to  the  natives. 

The  old  capital  was,  at  this  time,  garrisoned  by  about  1500 
Russians ;  but  so  great  was  their  contempt  of  the  Polanders, 
that  they  were  extremely  negligent  in  keeping  guard.  Observ- 
ing their  want  of  vigilance,  M.  de  Choisy,  a  gallant  French  offi- 
cer in  the  service  of  the  confederates,  undertook  the  task  of  sur- 
prising the  citadel.  He  sent  a  young  Frenchman,  with  a  small 
party  of  volunteers,  to  a  sewer  near  the  wall ;  and,  after  wading 
up  to  their  arm  pits,  they  found  their  w  ay  at  night  to  the  castle, 
killed  or  secured  the  few  soldiers  by  whom  it  was  occupied,  and 
admitted,  at  a  postern,  Choisy  and  his  followers,  who  imme- 
diately sallied  out  against  the  Russian  troops  in  the  city.  With 
only  270  men,  the  officer  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  for  two  hours, 
anxiously  expecting  the  promised  appearance  of  the  main  body 
of  the  confederates  :  but,  being  disappointed  in  his  hope  of  aid, 
he  retreated  into  the  citadel,  and  defended  it  above  two  months 
against  all  the  attempts  of  the  Moscovites.  For  want  of  ammu- 
nition and  provisions,  he  then  resigned  it  to  the  besiegers.  Even 
after  the  partition  had  been  effected  and  confirmed,  Cracow  was 
garrisoned  by  Russians,  for  whose  protection  of  the  city  the  de- 
graded inhabitants  were  obliged  to  pay^"*. 

In  a  manifesto  promulgated  by  the  confederate  powers,  bene- 
volence, generosity,  and  public  spirit,  were  represented  as  the 
motives  of  the  three  despots  for  their  acts  of  rapacious  violence. 
They  lamented  the  dissensions  and  disorders  of  Poland,  the  ne- 
glect of  law,  the  insecurity  of  persons  and  property,  the  decline 
of  agriculture  and  commerce  :  and  affected  to  dread  the  total 
ruin  of  the  state,  if  seasonable  precautions  should  not  be  en- 
forced. Nothing,  they  said,  was  more  urgently  required,  than 
the  application  of  an  immediate  remedy  to  those  evils  from  which 
the  neighbouring  nations  had  already  experienced  the  most  dis- 
agreeable effects,  and  which,  if  not  opportunely  checked,  might 

'24  Wraxrtll's  Memoirs  of  the  courts  of  Berlin,  Dresden,  Warsaw  and  Vienna,  letter  xvii. 
— Tliis  writer  aitriUuti'S  the  ^chcnie  of  partition  to  the  "deep  and  capacious  mind'' of  prince 
Ufnry  of  Prussia,  who  persuaded  his  brother  to  adopt  it. 
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produce  such  changes  in  the  political  system  of  that  part  of  Eu' 
rope,  as  might  be  fatal  to  the  general  tranquillity.  They  had 
therefore  resolved,  with  one  accord,  to  take  the  most  efficacious 
and  the  best  combined  measures  for  the  re-establishment  of  good 
order,  a  security  in  Poland,  and  the  settlement  of  its  ancient 
constitution,  and  national  and  popular  liberties,  upon  a  solid 
basis.  And,  as  the  harmony  and  friendship  now  subsisting 
among  the  three  powers  might  not  always  continue,  they  would 
not  only  take  the  present  opportunity  of  ])reventing,  by  their 
interference,  the  ruin  of  the  state,  but  each  would  also  insist  on 
the  recognition  of  particular  claims  to  various  territories,  which 
they  did  not  wish  to  expose  to  the  hazard  of  future  contingencies. 
These  claims  would  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  diet 
legally  assembled  ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  tranquillity  would  be 
restored  by  these  measures  and  by  concomitant  acts^*. 

A  spirited  answer  to  the  arrogant  declaration,  was  published 
at  Warsaw,  in  the  name  of  the  king  and  the  senate.  In  this  re- 
ply, the  prevalence  of  anarchy  in  Poland  was  acknowledged  ; 
and  it  was  admitted,  that  the  discord  and  divisions  of  the  peo- 
ple had  pardy  occasioned  the  mischiefs  and  evils  which  every 
good  citizen  deplored  :  but  the  licentiousness  of  foreign  troops 
formed  the  chief  cause  of  those  calamities.  The  engagements  of 
the  three  powers  to  promote  the  restoration  of  peace  and  order, 
would  have  been  reL;arded  by  his  majesty  with  the  most  lively 
gratitude,  if  the  threat  of  dismemberment  had  not  followed,  to 
excite  the  greatest  surprise  and  the  most  profound  grief.  The 
alleged  claims  were  wholly  unsupported.  The  rights  of  the  re- 
public to  all  her  provinces  had  every  mark  of  authenticity,  being 
confirmed  by  uninterrupted  possession  for  many  ages,  sanction- 
ed by  the  most  solemn  treaties,  and  guaranteed  even  by  the 
powers  that  now  advanced  very  different  pretensions.  The 
tides,  urged  as  grounds  of  partition,  could  not  be  admitted, 
without  undermining  the  rights  of  every  state,  and  shaking  the 
foundations  of  all  thrones.  The  allied  courts  had  vindicated 
their  seizures  by  affirming,  that  they  had  no  prospect  of  obtain- 
ing justice  in  the  ordinary  mode  or  course,  on  account  of  the 
extraordinary  situation  of  the  republic  ;  but,  said  the  king,  that 
situation  was  accidental  and  temporary  ;  and  it  was  in  their 
power  to  change  it.  By  their  consent,  the  republic  might  be  re- 
stored to  the  free  exercise  of  its  sovereignty.  Their  claims 
might  then  be  fairly  and  temperately  discussed.  Their  present 
proceedings  not  being  of  this  tenor,  he  could  not  avoid  protest- 
ing against  the  unjustifiable  violence  of  the  confederate  spoliators 
of  the  Polish  provinces:  he  appealed  to  the  potentates  who  were 
connected  with  his  country  by  solemn  treaties,  and  implored  re- 

25  Apprniiix  to  the  Annual  Registar,  vol.  x.v. 
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dress  at  the  tribunal  of  the  King  of  kings,  the  supreme  judge  of 
nations. 

An  appeal  to  justice  and  equity  only  served  to  give  offence  to 
the  combination  of  despots.  The  three  courts  replied,  that  their 
dignity,  and  regard  for  justice,  would  prescribe  bounds  to  their 
moderation  :  that  the  essential  interests  of  their  crowns  would 
not  suffer  them  to  renounce  their  claims;  and  that,  if  the  king 
had  any  compassion  for  the  people,  he  would  not,  by  delaying  to 
convoke  a  diet  and  enter  upon  a  negotiation,  expose  them  to 
violence  and  injury.  To  remove  all  pretences  for  aggravating 
the  evils  which  afflicted  his  country,  Stanislaus  now  gave  orders 
for  a  full  meeting  of  the  senate  ;  and  that  assembly,  in  fixing  a 
time  f(;r  a  diet,  requested  that  all  foreign  troops  would  retire 
from  the  territories  of  the  republic.  To  this  request  no  atten- 
tion was  paid.  Three  powerful  armies  obstructed  the  freedom 
-tjjn  of  election,  and  overawed  the  deliberations  of  the 
'  diet.  The  majority,  for  some  lime,  resisted  this  ter- 
rific influence,  which  had  also,  in  many  instances,  been  aided  by 
promisesof  favour  and  by  pecuniary  distribution:  but,  at  length, 
the  senate  or  upper  house  sanctioned  the  dismemberment  by  a 
■x,,    .      plurality  of  six  votes,  and  the  assembly  of  nuncios  (54 

'  •'  *  appearing  against  53)  acceded  to  the  inglorious  measure. 
Commissioners  were  named,  to  whom  full  powers  were  grant- 
ed for  die  adjustment  of  the  terms  of  the  partition.  The  arti- 
cles were  dictated  by  the  ministers  of  the  allied  courts  ;  and  a 
third  part  of  the  country  was  divided  among  xhe  friendly  neigh- 
bours of  Poland^''. 

Being  reproached,  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  diet,  for 
that  connexion  with  Russia,  and  that  tameness  of  acquiescence, 
which  had  led  to  the  dismemberment  and  ruin  of  Poland,  Sta- 
nislaus rose  from  his  seat,  threw  his  hat  on  the  floor,  and  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  I  am  disgusted  at  your  behaviour.  The  obnoxious 
partition,  and  the  misfortunes  which  you  deplore,  can  only  be 
attributed  to  your  factious  spirit  and  your  continual  dissensions. 
For  my  own  part,  if  no  greater  extent  of  territory  than  this  hat 
would  cover  should  be  left  to  me,  1  should  still  be,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  your  lawful  but  unfortunate  king.*' 

To  facilitate  a  future  division  of  the  Polish  dominions,  the 
three  courts  proposed  a  reform  of  the  government  of  that  portion 
of  territory  which  they  condescended  to  leave  to  the  rightful  pos- 
sessors. The  chief  feature  of  the  plan  was  the  erection  of  a 
permanent  executive  council,  which  was  strenuously  opposed  by 

Sf)  Coxt's  Travels  in  Poland,  &c. — Tliis  partition,  though  Maria  Theresa  was  so  inli- 
mntelv  nmcei-ntd  In  it,  and  rec-iv.d  so  valuabk-  :i  share  of  tlie  spuil,  is  not  even  meniianed 
hy  ihi'  hIiIjc  Froniaj^toi,  in  his  an  als  of  the  rtign  of  thai  princets — a  striking  mstimcc  ol 
iif^Hgeiit  omission  or  of  wilful  suppression. 
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the  delegates  of  the  diet.  It  was  so  constituted  as  to  diminish 
the  royal  authority  (which  was  before  too  weak  and  ineffective,) 
and  afford,  to  foreign  powers,  opportunities  of  sinister  influence. 
The  dissidents  were  exckided  from  this  council,  as  they  were 
from  the  diet ;  but  they  obtained  a  confirmation  of  their  rights 
and  privileges. 

In  dividing  the  spoil,  the  Austrians  seized  a  much  greater 
share  than  they  had  engaged  (in  the  previous  concert  with  their 
allies)  to  take.  The  Prussian  monarch,  who  watched  all  the 
movements  of  his  neighbours,  observed  with  a  jealous  eye  the 
rapacity  of  Maria  Theresa,  and  thought  himself  justified  in  ad- 
ding to  his  acquisitions,  that  the  balance  of  spoliation  might  be^ 
maintained.  The  czarina  loudly  remonstrated  against  this  in- 
justice, and  insisted  on  a  restitution  of  the  towns  and  lands  re- 
cently seized.  Frederic,  after  some  hesitation  and  delay,  com- 
plied with  the  desire,  either  wholly  or  for  the  greater  part.  The 
Austrian  princess  was  much  more  unwilling  to  yield  :  but  the 
respective  allotments  were  at  length  adjusted,  nearly  on  the 
preconcerted  basis. 

The  improvement  of  the  newlv  acquired  country  was  now  the 
great  object  of  Frederic.  He  had  wished  to  incorporate  with 
his  dominions  the  commercial  towns  of  Dantzic  and  Thorn:  but 
his  confederates  would  not  suffer  them  to  be  included  in  his 
share.  As  he  had  the  command,  however,  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Vistula,  he  encroached  on  the  trade  of  those  towns,  and 
levied  arbitrary  imposts.  He  found  his  new  territories  in  a  dis- 
ordered state.  By  grants  from  his  treasury,  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages were  repaired  ;  the  marshes  were  drained  ;  and  manufac- 
tures were  established.  He  also  erected  schools,  and  provided 
for  the  regular  administration  of  justice.  Catharine  likewise 
attended  to  these  objects  :  nor  was  Maria  Theresa  wholly  ne- 
gligent of  the  improvement  of  her  acquisitions. 

Pleased  with  her  success  in  Poland,  the  czarina  gratified  the 
king  of  Denmark  with  a  surrender  of  Ducal  Holstein,  in  return 
for  a  transfer  of  the  counties  of  Oldenburg  and  Delmenhorst  to 
her  son,  the  grand  duke  Paul,  by  whom  they  were  ceded  to  the 
bishop  of  Lubeck,  a  relative  of  her  deceased  husband.  The  ex- 
change was  particularly  advantageous  to  the  Danes,  who  thus 
became  masters  of  the  whole  Cimbric  peninsula.  They  now 
formed,  among  other  schemes  of  internal  improvement,  the  plan 
of  a  canal  from  Keil  across  Holstein,  which,  by  connecting  the 
Baltic  with  the  German  ocean,  proved  highly  useful  for  the  pur- 
poses of  trade. 

During  these  transactions,  the  Russians  continued  the  war 
with  the  Turks.  While  their  fleet  domineered  in  the  Archipe- 
lago, both  parties  professed  a  desire  of  peace,  of  which  the 
Turks  were  more  sincerely  desirous  than  the  Russians.     The 
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kin(T  of  Prussia,  whose  judgment  had  forseen  the  disasters 
which  the  war  would  entail  on  the  Porte,  had  exhorted  the 
grant  signor  to  take  tlie  earhest  opportunity  of  concluding 
peace.  His  mediation,  and  that  of  the  emperor  Joseph,  were 
accepted  in  form  by  Mustapha:  and,  when  notice  was  given  to 
the  czarina  of  the  wishes  of  the  interposing  powers,  it  was  hint- 
ed that,  if  she  should  reject  the  present  offer,  the  Turks  would 
probably  solicit  an  interference  which  she  would  highly  disap- 
pn-ve — that  of  the  court  of  Versailles.  She  at  first  declined  the 
mediation  of  the  two  courts,  alleging  that  she  had  already  re- 
fused that  of  Great  Britain:  but,  in  an  interview  with  prince 
Henry  of  Prussia,  she  declared  her  acceptance  of  the  offer,  and 
promised  to  state,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  those  terms  of  j)aci- 
fication  to  which  she  would  accede.  Her  proposals,  however, 
were  so  unreasonable,  in  the  o))inion  of  Frederic,  or  Joseph, 
and  Mustapha,  that  she  condescended  to  alter  and  qualify  them. 
This  negotiation  rendered  the  campaign  of  the  year  1772  so 
inactive,  that,  instead  of  mentioning  its  unimportant  incidents, 
I  w  ill  call  your  attention  to  the  history  of  the  bey  Ali,  a  distin- 
guished adventurer,  who,  if  he  had  been  strongly  supported  by 
the  Russians  in  his  revolt  from  the  Porte,  might  have  promoted 
their  views  in  Greece,  and  have  effected  an  important  revolution 
in  Egypt  and  Syria.  He  was  the  son  of  a  priest  of  the  Greek 
church;  but,  being  taken  by  a  party  of  free-booters,  he  was  sold 
as  a  slave  to  an  officer  w  ho  acted  under  the  pasha  of  Egypt,  and 
was  obliged  to  embrace  the  religion  of  Mohammed.  After  pas- 
sing with  honor  through  various  employments,  he  was  created  a 
bey,  or  lord,  and  became  at  length  chief  of  the  beys.  A  strong 
party  being  formed  against  him,  he  was  twice  constrained  to  re- 
tire from  Egypt ;  but,  recovering  his  station  and  power,  he 
ruled  for  some  years  in  tranquillity.  When  the  war  broke  out 
between  the  Turks  and  Russians,  he  was  employed  in  raising  an 
army  of  twelve  thousand  men  for  the  service  of  the  grand  signer. 
An  order,  however,  was  sent  by  that  prince  for  his  decapitation, 
in  consequence  of  his  being  accused,  by  his  enemies,  of  an  in- 
tention of  co-operating  with  the  troops  of  the  czarina.  Exas- 
perated at  the  intended  violence,  he  renounced  all  subjection  to 
the  Porte,  and  courted  an  alliance  with  Russia.  Being  support- 
ed by  the  majority  of  the  beys,  he  levied  a  great  military  force, 
and  sent  a  part  of  it  to  reduce  Palestine,  Syria,  and  i\rabia 
Felix,  while  he  attended  to  the  correction  of  abuses,  the  due 
administration  of  justice,  and  the  promotion  of  commerce  and 
the  arts.  His  chief  general  was  the  bey  Mohammed  Abou-da- 
hap,  who  elate  with  his  success,  conceived  the  hope  of  sup- 
planting his  benefactor  Ali.  Returning  to  Cairo,  the  ambitious 
and  ungrateful  bev  declared  his  intention  of  seizing  the  govern- 
ment ;  and,  when  a  considerable  army  had  been  added  to  his 
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force  by  the  treachery  of  the  bey  Ishmael,  his  superiority  of 
number  promised  success  to  his  pretensions.  Ah  now  sohcited 
immediate  aid  from  Alexis  Orloff,  and  retired  u  ith  his  treasures 
and  a  small  army  to  Acre.  He  and  the  sheik  Daher  took  Gaza, 
and  formed  the  siege  of  Jaffa;  but  the  garrison  bravely  defended 
this  town,  and  the  Russians  gave  very  little  assistance  to  the 
besiegers.  It  was,  however,  at  length  reduced  ;  and  Ali,  with 
the  friendly  sheik,  prepared  for  the  recovery  of  Esi^ypt.  He 
routed  the  troops  ot  Abou-dahap  near  Salahich,  but  was  defeat- 
ed in  the  next  conflict,  and  wounded  in  his  tent.  A  fever  which 
had  seized  him  before  the  engagement,  concurred  with  grief  to 
render  his  wounds  incurable. 

The  conferences  between  the  Russian  and  Turkish  plenipoten- 
tiaries being  unproductive  of  peace,  the  war  was  renewed  on  the 
banks  of  Danube.  The  Turks  obtained  occasional  advantages 
in  desultory  actions;  for  their  chief  commander,  the  vizir  Mous- 
son  Oglou,  avoided  a  general  engagement.  The  chief  conflicts 
occurred  near  Silistria,  on  the  Bulgarian  side  of  the  river.  Ro- 
manzoflfhavingsenthis  vanguard  to  assault  an  encampment  on 
a  hill  near  that  town,  the  artillery  dispersed  the  Turkish  caval- 
ry ;  but  the  post  was  so  gallantly  defended  by  the  Janissaries, 
that  the  Russians  could  not  avoid  recoiling,  and  even  commenc- 
ed a  retreat.  The  Turks,  elate  with  the  hope  of  victory,  rushed 
from  their  camp,  and  pursued  with  disorderly  eagerness.  Some 
Russian  regiments  then  ascended  another  part  of  the  hill,  and 
took  possession  of  the  entrenchments,  while  the  enemy  retired 
into  the  town.  The  general  gave  orders  for  an  attack  of  the 
place  ;  but  spirited  sallies  baflled  his  views  ;  and,  when  the  ad- 
vance of  the  vizir  threatened  an  interception  of  retreat,  the  as- 
sailants hastened  back  to  the  northern  side  of  the  river,  not  with- 
out considerable  loss.  The  empress,  dissatisfied  with  these 
incidents,  wrote  to  Romanzoflf  for  a  reason  of  his  not  routing 
the  enemy  in  a  general  conflict.  He  replied,  that  the  army  of 
the  vizir  trebled  that  of  her  majesty.  She  observed  in  answer, 
that  the  ancient  Romans  did  not  trouble  themselves  with  enquir- 
ing into  the  number  of  their  enemies,  but  merely  wished  toknow^ 
where  they  could  be  found,  that  they  might  bring  them  to  a  de- 
cisive engagement. 

Recrossing  the  Danube,  the  Russians  besieged  Silistria,  for 
some  weeks,  losing  a  multitude  of  men  by  the  fire  from  the 
works  and  by  the  sallies  of  the  garrison.  A  part  of  their  army, 
in  the  mean  time,  advanced  toward  the  Euxine,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  take  Varna  by  a  coup  de  mam.  The  brave  seraskier  Has- 
san drove  the  enemies  of  his  country  from  the  former  place;  and 
the  attempt  upon  the  latter  was  frustrated  by  the  spirit  of  the 
sarrison. 
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The  vizir  now  employed  himself  in  a  hazardous  service. — 
The  discipline  of  the  army  had  been  relaxed:  and  licentiousness 
and  neglect  of  duty  pervaded  the  camp.  Not  findini^  remon- 
strances efficacious,  tlie  minister  made  some  new  regulations, 
and  strictly  enforced  them.  The  soldiery  became,  for  a  time, 
more  orderly  and  submissive  ;  but  many  of  them  cherished  a 
keen  resentment  against  the  vizir  for  his  reformative  zeal. 

-  _„  .       The  next  campaign  was  more  pleasing  to  the  am- 

'  bitious  czarina  than  the  warfare  of  the  preceding 

vear.     Before  it  commenced,  the  grand  signor  died  ;  a  prince 

^vho  deserved  to  reign  over  less  babarous  subjects  than  the 

,       ^.    Turks.  As  his  son  Selim  was  then  too  young  to  go- 

"'  ""  '  vern,  Abdualhamed,  brother  of  the  deceased  sultan, 

was  appointed  his  successor.     The  new  sovereign,  instead  of 

putting  his  nephew  to  death,  according  to  the  ancient  practice, 

not  only  protected  him,  but  treated  him  with  friendly  regard. — 

A  party  of  mutinous  Janissaries  wished  to  place  Selim  on  the 

throne  :  but  they  were  quickly  reduced  to  obedience. 

Both  courts  made  extraordinary  preparations  for  the  cam- 
paign ;  but,  at  the  desire  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  Catharine 
consented  to  a  renewal  of  negotiation.  She  found  her  finances 
at  a  low  ebb  :  her  armies  had  been  thinned  by  pestilence  ;  and 
some  of  her  provinces  were  convulsed  with  rebellion.  Yet  she 
would  not  so  far  mitigate  her  demands,  as  to  promote  the  con- 
clusion of  a  treaty  before  her  trooj)s  were  ready  to  take  the 
field.  Romanzoff  having  forced  a  passage  over  the  Danube, 
various  conflicts  arose  ;  in  one  of  which,  general  Soltikoff  tri- 
umphed by  valor  and  perseverance.  Kamenski  and  Souvoroff 
Iiad  less  di'fliculty  in  routing  another  army  ;  for  a  spirit  of  muti- 
ny was  so  strong  and  general  among  the  men,  that  they  fled  in- 
stead of  fighting,  and  left  their  camp  and  artillery.  They  de- 
serted in  large  bodies  ,  and  many  thousands,  hastened  to  Con- 
stantinople, filled  that  capitol  with  disorder  and  confusion.  The 
mutual  animosity  of  the  European  and  Asiatic  troops  hurried 
them  into  sanguinary  collision;  and  they  became  more  formida- 
ble to  each  other  than  to  their  foreign  adversaries.  The  vizir 
remained  encamped  with  a  difterent  army,  unable  to  preserve 
order  or  secure  obedience.  His  convoys  were  intercepted ;  and, 
his  cam])  being  surrounded  by  the  Russians,  he  was  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  capitulating  for  safety,  or  of  cutting  his  way 
through  the  hostile  ranks.  As  he  preferred  negotiation,  he  de- 
sired a  parley  :  and  peace  was  soon  concluded  at  Kainargi. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Russians  should  enjoy  a  freedom  of 
navio;alion  in  the  Euxine,  and  in  other  seas  of  which 
•  the  Turks  claimed  the  dominion,  with  a  proviso  of 

their  having  only  one  armed  vessel  at  a  time  in  the  Constant!- 
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nopolitan  seas;  that  Azoph,  Tagjanrok,  Kerch,  Jenickala,  and 
Kinburn,  should  be  ceded  to  the  empress,  who  should  also  pos- 
sess the  territory  situated  between  the  Bog  and  the  Nieper,  and 
receive  four  millions  and  a  half  of  roubles  toM  arc!  defraying  the 
ex[)enses  of  the  war  ;  and  that  the  Crimea  should  be  no  longer 
dejjiendent  on  the  Ottoman  empire. 

These  articles  were  reluctantly  signed  by  the  kiai/a  of  the 
vizir.  The  pride  of  Mousson  Oglou  would  not  suffer  him  to 
appear  at  the  conferences  :  he  therefore  feigned  illness,  and 
sent  a  deputy.  As  soon  as  the  grand  signor  had  received  in- 
telligence of  the  treaty,  he  convoked  an  extraordinary  divan  ; 
and,  however  unpleasing  were  the  conditions,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  peace  should  be  ratified. 

The  treaty  was  advantageous  to  Russia,  both  in  a  commer- 
cial and  political  point  of  view.  The  Levant  trade  was  opened 
to  the  subjects  of  the  czarina  ;  and  that  aspiring  princess,  while 
she  restored  the  greater  pan  of  her  conquests,  extended  her 
sway,  over  the  Polish  Ukraine,  and  by  the  stipulation  respecting 
the  Crimea,  gave  herself  a  chance,  not  very  distant,  of  acquir- 
ing full  possession  of  that  peninsula.  The  peace  was  celebrated 
with  general  rejoicings  for  eight  days  ;  and  the  joy  of  the  court 
was  evinced  in  the  release  of  prisoners,  (except  those  who  were 
confined  for  high  treason),  and  the  recal  of  exiles  from  the 
wilds  of  Siberia. 

The  suppression  of  the  rebellion  enlivened  the  joy  of  pacifi- 
cation. The  government  of  Catharine,  though  it  was  admini- 
stered in  general  with  imposing  art  and  politic  address,  was  not 
universally  agreeable  to  the  nation.  The  clergy  complained  of 
violated  privileges ;  and  the  peasants  were  disgusted  at  the  ri- 
gors of  military  conscription.  Amidst  these  discontents,  a 
bold  adventurer  offered  himself  to  public  notice,  and  excited  an 
alarming  revolt.  This  insurgent  was  Ikhelman  Pugatcheff,  a 
Cosack  of  the  Don,  who  had  served  with  reputation  in  the  Rus- 
sian army.  In  his  person  he  strikingly  resembled  Peter  III., 
and  was  therefore  advised  by  some  Polish  monks  of  the  Greek 
church,  with  whom  he  remained  in  concealment  after  he  had 
deserted  the  camp,  to  assume  the  designation  of  that  emperor. — 
Retiring  into  Little  Russia,  he  was  protected  and  encouraged 
by  those  sectaries  who  considered  the  Greek  religion  as  corrupt- 
ed by  the  general  practice,  and  deemed  themselves  professors  of 
the  pure  and  genuine  faith.  He  afterwards  made  his  appear- 
ance on  the  banks  of  the  Yaik,  and  formed  a  strong  party 
among  the  Cosacks,  who,  being  heretics  in  their  notions,  and 
in  a  state  of  irritation  on  account  of  the  disputed  rights  of  fishe- 
ry, were  easily  persuaded  to  take  arms  against  the  government. 
Being  suspected  of  treasonable  views,  he  was  imprisoned ;  but 

Vol.  V.  N 
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he  soon  made  his  e,sc;ipe  :  and,  liavintij  assembled  his  partisuns 
in  the  territory  of  Orenburg,  erected  the  standard  of  rev'  lt'^ — 
!Maii\  clerj.'ivmeii  of  the  estabhshed  church  concurred  with  the 
sectaries  in  favoring];  his  cause  :  and  the  flame  sjjread  through 
the  j)ro\  inces  of  Casan  and  Astrakhan.  He  formed  the  siege 
of  Orenburg,  relinquished  and  resumed  it;  but  he  could  not  take 
the  place,  though  his  men,  during  the  siege,  ol)tained  various 
ad\  antages  over  the  loyal  troops.  As  his  success  increased,  so 
did  his  ferocity.  He  murdered  many  captured  officers,  and  a 
great  number  of  the  gentry  ;  and  even  women  and  children 
were  put  to  the  sword  by  this  inhuman  rebel. 

General  Bibikdff,  being  sent  against  him  with  a  respectable 
armv,  first  emi)Ioyed  some  officers  in  checking  his  career,  and 

then  personally  engaged  him  ;  but  was  defeated  and  slain. 

Prince  Gallitzin,  eager  to  revenge  the  death  ol  his  com  nander, 
attacked  the  rebels  near  Karguala,  and  routed  them  with  great 
slaughter.  Their  chief  fled,  almost  alone,  to  the  mountains; 
but  he  soon  re-assembled  the  fugitives,  and  having  received 
some  accessions  of  force,  risked  another  engagement,  in  which 
he  was  unsuccessful.  He  again  took  refuge  among  the  moun- 
tains. Suddenly  re-appearing,  he  marched  toward  Casan, 
burned  the  suburbs,  and  invested  the  citadel.  He  vvas  not, 
however,  suffered  to  prosecute  the  siege  with  effect ;  for  colonel 
Mikelson,  approaching  with  a  gallant  corps,  dro\e  him  from 
the  walls,  pursued  him  for  three  days,  and  then  encountered 
him  in  a  close  contest,  which  terminated  in  the  flight  of  the  re- 
bels. 

Pugatcheff  was  not  yet  so  discouraged  as  to  desist  from  his 
revolt.  The  mal- content  tribes  still  flocked  to  his  banner  ;  and 
he  conceived  the  hope  of  reducing  the  second  city  of  the  empire, 
while  the  war  continued  with  the  Turks,  he  might  have  taken 
Moscow  with  ease;  but  he  neglected  the  opportunity  ;  and  when 
he  now  began  his  march  toward  that  city,  he  was  informed  of 
the  conclusion  of  peace.  Expecting  that  it  ould  at  this  time 
be  well  defended,  he  altered  his  course,  retired  to  the  VVolga, 
routed  several  regiments,  and  reduced  some  forts. 

The  chief  honour  of  quelling  the  revolt  is  due  to  Mikelson. 
He  pursued  the  rebels  with  indefatigable  zeal,  in  trackless  de- 
serts, amidst  the  rigours  of  w  inter  :  and,  in  the  heats  of  sum- 
mer (for  in  that  climate  there  is  little  spring),  he  continued  to 
harass  and  annoy  them  in  every  mode,  until  famine  and  ruin 
hun-  over  them.  At  length  they  ceased  to  resist,  and  dispersed. 
Three  of  them  were  induced,  by  a  promise  of  pardon,  to  betray 

27  Dr  nillirs  snys,  that  he  "  preteiideil  to  b'"  accompanied  by  tht"  czar  PftrT  IH;"  but 
that  h:<s  not  Ins  |)i  -utic.  ;  fnt  he  did  not  scruple  to  announce  himtelfas  tlie  czar  who  was 
supposed  to  have  been  murdered. 
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their  leader.  When  he  had  discovered  their  intentions,  he  be- 
gan to  defend  himbelf;  but  they  bound  him,  and  dehvered  him 
up  to  a  gnard  sent  by  Sonvoroff".  He  was  tried  at  Moscow, 
condemned  as  a  traitor,  and  beheaded.  Four  of  his  chief  ac- 
complices were  also  |)unished  with  death:  eis^hteen  were  sub- 
jected to  the  torture  of  the  knout,  and  banished  to  Siberia.  A 
general  purdon  wds  then  granted  ;  and  peace  was  fullv  restored 
to  the  empire.  The  effects  of  the  rebehion,  ho\\  ever,  did  not 
immediately  vanish.  Many  towns  in  the  disordered  provinces, 
and  a  great  number  of  villages  ajjpeared  in  ruins  :  trade  was  at 
a  stand  ;  and  famine  long  prevailed-^. 

The  peace  of  the  European  continent  was  undisturbed  for 
some  years  after  the  treaty  of  Kainargi :  but  the  ambition  of 
princes  or  of  ministers,  and  the  military  spirit  (jf  the  principal 
governments,  seemed  to  prognosticate  that  it  would  not  be  of 
very  long  duration.  In  the  mean  time,  every  nation  endeavour- 
ed to  profit  by  it. 

In  my  next  letter,  I  will  take  a  general  survey  of  the  affairs 
of  Europe  to  the  inauspicious  era  of  the  alliance  between  the 
French  court  and  the  American  provincials  ;  an  alliance  which 
led  to  disastrous  consequences,  by  its  tendency  to  the  propaga- 
tion of  revolutionary  ideas  in  France.  But,  before  I  enter  up- 
on that  survey,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  the  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces,  which,  during  the  period  comprehended  in 
my  late  review  of  politics,  remained  a  tranquil  spectator  of  the 
transactions  of  other  states. 

In  the  war  which  was  closed  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  the  Dutch 
had  no  concern.  They  were  excused  by  the  British  monarch 
from  the  obligation  of  assisting  him  against  his  enemies;  but, 
as  their  merchants  favoured  France  by  a  conveyance  of  her  co- 
lonial produce  to  Europe,  their  ships  were  occasionally  seized 
for  this  breach  of  neutrality.  The  burghers  of  Amsterdam  and 
other  trading  towns  loudly  complained  of  what  they  termed  pi- 
ratical violence,  and  of  the  partiality  of  prince  Louis  of  Bruns- 
wick, guardian  of  the  young  stadtholder,  to  the  British  inter- 
ests. The  French  took  advantage  of  this  discontent  to  strength- 
en their  influence,  which  had  been  nearlv  subverted  in  Holland 
by  their  invasion  of  the  territories  of  the  republic  in  the  year 
1747.  But  the  disputes  of  party,  for  many  years,  did  not  very 
seriously  disturb  the  trancjnillity  of  the  United  Provinces. 

William  V.,  prince  of  Orange,  having  completed  his  eigh- 
teenth year  in  1766,  was  declared  to  be  of  proper  age  for  the 
personal  exercise  of  government;  and  he  entered  upon  the  func- 
tions of  stadtholder,  captain-general,  and  high-admiral,  amidst 
demonstrations  of  general  joy.     He  was  dull  and  heavy  in  his 

28  Vie  de  Catharine,  par  Castera,tome  ii. 
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appearance,  but  was  not  defic  ient  in  sap^acity  or  in  good  sense, 
lie  is  said  to  have  been  quick  in  ihe  discernment  of  characters; 
had  an  excellent  memory  ;  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
history  and  constitution  of  rhat  republic  which  he  was  destined 
to  i^uide.  In  his  disposition  he  was  mild  rather  than  imperi- 
ous ;  and,  from  his  habitual  attention  to  the  advice  and  instruc- 
tions of  his  iijuardian,  he  had  c(jntracted  a  diffidence  of  himself 
and  a  distrust  of  others.  Hence  he  became,  in  general,  a  wa- 
vering and  irresolute  politician.  His  attachment  to  prince 
Louis  induced  hini  to  solicit  a  continuance  of  the  public  ser- 
vices of  one  who  had  been  accustomed  to  govern.  The  prince, 
therefore,  was  not  only  continued  in  the  office  of  field  marshal, 
but,  w  ilhout  being  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  council  of  state, 
which  was  thought  degrading  to  a  person  who  had  been  at  the 
head  of  the  government,  he  had  the  privilege  of  giving  advice 
whenever  it  was  desired  by  the  sta(ith(;ldcr-9. 

When  the  prince  of  Orange  was  inclined  to  marry,  he  made  a 
judicious  choice  of  a  wife.  Wilhelmina,  niece  to  the  king  of 
Prussia,  united  dome4<tic  virtues  and  the  usual  accomplishments 
of  her  sex  with  the  bold  spirit  of  her  family  ;  and  an  union 
with  this  princess  promised  additional  strength  to  the  republic. 
The  prince  repaired  to  Berlin,  where  the  nuptial  solemnity  was 
followed  by  courtly  festivity ;  and  general  joy  pervaded  the 
Dutch  provinces. 

The  prince,  for  some  years,  enjoyed  a  great  degree  of  popu- 
larity ;  and  his  administration,  being  supported  by  the  British 
and  Prussian  interest,  seemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  intrigues 
of  the  French  party.  This  faction  disapproved  his  intention  of 
augmenting  the  army,  as  it  tended  to  increase  his  influence  ; 
but  he  effected  his  purpose,  and  also  gave  renovated  strength 
to  ihe  navy.  The  troops  were  put  in  motion  in  1770,  when  a 
dispute  had  arisen  with  the  elector  Palatine  on  the  subject  of 
duties  claimed  by  the  Dutch  upon  the  Lower  Rhine  :  but  hosti- 
lities were  jprevented  by  tiie  acquiescence  of  the  elector  in  the 
fair  demands  of  the  republic. 

The  commerce  and  the  colonial  power  of  the  Dutch  were  still 
considerable.  In  the  East  Indies,  they  improved  the  condition 
of  their  settlements,  particularly  in  Java  and  Ceylon.  In  the 
latter  island,  being  desirous  of  rendering  the  king  of  Candy 
more  subservient  to  their  views  of  interest,  they  penetrated 
into  the  heart  of  his  dominions,  and  gained  possession  of  his 
capital  :  but  they  were  afterwards  driven  from  it.  They  con- 
tinued to  harass  him,  until  he  agreed  (in  1766)  to  a  treaty  which 
conduced  greatly  to  their  advantage.  He  ceded  a  very  consi- 
derable extent  of  territory,  and  gave  them  a  monopoly  of  the 

29  History  of  the  Rcvolmion  (in  1~8*)  in  tlie  Dulcli  Re[)iil)lic. 
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produce  of  the  island,  on  their  promising  to  acknowledge  him 
as  emperc^r,  supply  him  u  ith  salt  gratis,  and  pay  him  a  tribute. 

\\  here  their  interest  is  supposed  to  be  concerned,  the  Dutch 
are  not  remarkable  for  an  adherence  to  their  stipulations.  They 
neglected  the  pa}  ment  of  the  tribute,  and  did  not  strictly  exe- 
cute the  rest  of  the  treaty,  although  persons  less  avaricious  and 
narrow-minded  would  have  considered  it  a  point  of  policy  to 
conciliate  the  barbarian  prince  by  an  observance  of  the  laws  of 
honour  and  good  faith. 

In  the  western  hemisphere,  the  tyranny  of  the  planters  of  Su- 
rinam endangered  the  loss  of  that  colony  to  the  republic.  The 
negroes,  finding  that  their  laborious  services  did  not  procure 
them  that  humane  treatment  to  which  they  were  entitled,  re- 
solved to  take  vengeance  upon  their  oppressors,  and  commenced 
an  insurrection   near  the  river  Cottica.     Several   plantations 
were  ravaged  by  the  slaves  who  had  cultivated  them;  the  houses 
were  set  on  fire,  and  the  inhabitants  murdered.  The  insurgents 
then  retired  into  the  woods  with  their  families  ;  while  the  terri- 
fied colonists  flocked  to  Peramaribo,  for  protection.     The  co- 
lonial military  establishment  not  being  deemed  sufficiently  pow- 
erful, the  governor  formed  a  regiment  of  free  negroes  who 
had  been  slaves ;  and  application  was  made  to  the  prince  of 
Orange  for  a  reinforcement.   The  rebels  had  fortified  with  pal- 
lisades,  and  with  loaded  swivels,  a  spot  that  was  well  defended 
by  nature,  and  which  was  only  accessible  by  private  paths  un- 
der water.  They  had  another  post  still  more  difficult  of  access; 
and  from  these  coverts  the}'^  used  to  sally  in  the  night  for  the 
purposes  of  depredation.  Troops  being  sent  against  the  former 
station,  some  weeks  were  spent  and  many  lives  lost  in  a  fruit- 
less attempt  to  throw  a  facine  bridge  over  the  marsh  by  which 
it  was  surrounded.  The  besiegers  were  on  the  point  of  return- 
ing to  the  capital,  when  a  party  of  black  rangers  discovered  the 
paths  of  communication.  The  swamp  was  then  crossed,  and  the 
fortress  taken  by  a  cmip  de  main  ;  but  Baron,  the  leader  of  the 
rebels,  escaped  into  the  woods  with  the  greater  part  of  the  gar- 
rison.    Soon  after  this  success,  colonel  Fourgeoud,  a  Svviss, 
landed  at  Paramaribo,  with  500  men  from  Holland,  to  assist  in 
quelling  the  insurrection:  but  these  soldiers  were  long  inactive, 
as  tranquillity  seemed  to  be  restored.    A  fresh  alarm  being  ex- 
cited by  intelligence,  importing  that  a  small  party  had  fallen  in- 
to an  ambuscade,  and  had  been  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  a  swamp, 
a   party   of  luiropeans  under  captain  Stedman,  vvere  sent  to 
cruise  up  and  down  the  Cottica.    These  men  suffered  severely 
from  fatigue  and  the  climate,  while  the  negroes  were  renewing 
their  ravages.  The  colonel  afterwards  began  his  march  in  quest 
of  the  enemy,  who,  however,  eluded  pursuit.     He  destroyed 
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their  habitations,  circumscribed  their  quarters,  and  ravaged 
their  fiekl-,^". 

This  desultory  war  long:  continued  to  agitate  the  colony. 
Fourgeoud,  having  received  a  reinlbrcemenl  from  H  tlland,  re- 
newed his  operations  against  the  revolters.  He  and  his  men 
were  frequendy  obhged  to  wade  through  morasses  in  very  heavy 
rains,  w  hen  the  water  nearly  reached  their  breasts.  In  one  of 
these  aquatic  expeditions,  the  Europeans  were  suddenly  attack- 
ed and  defeated  with  loss  :  but  the  chief  diminution  of  their 
number  arose  from  disease,  generated  l)y  fatigue  and  an  insa- 
lubrious climate.  Having  forced  iheir  way  to  a  small  town,  to 
which  the  enemy  set  fire,  they  were  encouraged  to  proceed  un- 
til retreat  became  difficilt  and  dangerous.  T'ley  effected  it, 
however,  and  had  a  respite  from  the  turmoils  of  war.  Hosti- 
lities again  arose  ;  but  peace  was  at  length  restored,  on  the 
emigration  of  the  greater  part  of  the  rebel  host  from  the  Suri- 
nam colony  to  that  of  Cayenne. 

30  Stedman's  narrative  of  a  five  years  expedition  (fi-om  1772  to  1777)  against  the  revoltei 
negroes  of  Surinam,  vol,  i. 


LETTER  IV. 


History  of  Great  Britain^  including  an  account  of  the  Atnerican 
War  :  with  a  general  View  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe^  to  the 
commencement  oj  the  War  with  France^  in  1778. 

AS  some  of  the  most  unnecessary  and  unjustifiable  wars 
have  been  commended  or  vindicated,  you  will  not  be  s  -rprised, 
my  dear  son,  when  I  inform  you  that  the  war  into  which  Great 
Britain  was  now  on  the  point  of  rushing,  although  particularly 
horrible  in  being  a  civil  war,  was  pronounced  to  be  ju.-,t  and  ne- 
cessary, not  only  by  legislators,  but  by  many  of  the  professional 
teachers  of  a  mild  and  pacific  religion.  For  this  perverseness 
of  sentiment  we  may  in  some  measure  account,  by  reflecting  on 
the  influence  of  a  court,  on  the  connection  between  the  state  and 
the  church,  and  the  prevalence  of  a  Tory  spirit  among  the 
clergy  of  the  established  church.  From  public  assemblies  we 
are  induced  to  expect  a  greater  attention  topolicy  than  ^o  justice: 
but,  in  this  instance,  both  those  objects  seem  to  have  been  sa- 
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crificed  to  the  wantonness  of  despotism  or  the  malice  of  resent- 
ment. 

The  pertinacity  of  the  court  soon  appeared,  in  the  application 
of  the  minister  to  the  commons  for  an  address  that  favoured  co- 
ercion. It  was  voted  by  that  house  after  a  spirited  debate;  and 
the  lords,  notwithstandinpj  the  prophetic  \\arnin!4;s  of  some  of 
the  members  who  haranj^ued  them,  agreed  to  (what  was  in  ef- 
fect) a  def-laration  of  uar. 

The  address  stated,  that  "a  part  of  his  majesty's  sul^jects, 
in  the  province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  had  proceeded  so  far  as 
to  res'st  the  autiiority  of  the  supreme  lej^islature :  and  that  a 
rehellion  actually  existed  within  the  said  province."  It  declared 
the  readiness  of  the  two  houses  to  pay  attention  and  rep;ard  to 
any  ;•<?«/ i^rievances,  w  hich  should,  in  a  dutiful ^md  constitutional 
manner,  be  laid  before  them.  '•  At  the  same  time,"  diey  said, 
"we  consider  it  as  our  indispensable  duty  humbly  to  beseech 
your  majestv,  that  you  will  take  the  most  eff.ctual  measures  to 
enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  the  authority  of  the  le- 
gislature." 

A  conciliatory  bill,  framed  by  the  earl  of  Chatham,  was  re- 
jected b\  the  peers  ;  and  the  commons  treated  w  ith  contempt  a 
scheme  offered  b\  Mr.  Burke  with  the  same  view  :  but  a  reso- 
lution proposed  by  lord  North  was  adopted,  promisint^  to  desist 
from  all  taxation  except  commercial  imposts,  whenever  any 
one  of  the  colonial  assemblies  should  vote  a  reasonable  sum, 
as  a  revenue  tn  be  ap])ropriated  by  the  parliament.  Not  trust- 
ins;  to  the  effic.icy  of  this  off':-r,  (w  hich,  indeed,  the  colonists 
deemed  insidious  and  evasive,)  the  minister  introduced  two 
bills  to  debar  nine  of  the  provinces  from  all  foreiojn  commerce. 
Those  which  were  not  thus  restricted,  were.  New- York,  the 
three  Delaware  counties.  North  Carolina,  and  Georg;ia. 

These  bills  were  strons^ly  opposed,  not  only  in  various  peti- 
tions, but  by  many  of  the  best  parliamentary  speakers ;  and 
the  whole  conduct  of  the  court,  with  reference  to  America,  was 
indignantly  condemned.  Mr.  W^ilkes,  who  then  presided  in  the 
civic  chair,  took  a  decided  part  in  some  of  these  debates  ;  and 
his  influence  procured  a  spirited  remonstrance  from  the  livery 
inen  of  London,  justifying  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
vincials, and  earnestly  beseeching  his  m.'.jesty  to  "  dismiss  im- 
mediately and  for  ever  from  his  councils"  those  ministers  and 
secret  advisers  who  were  "  enemies  equally  to  his  title  and  to 
the  liberties  of  his  peopled"  The  king,  in  his  answer,  express- 

1  When  "Wilkes  appeared  nt  court  with  this  address,  it  was  intinintcd  by  one  of  the 
lords  in  wailing,  tliut  llie  king  would  nut  have  miy  conTir  nee  with  hi'n.  Tlv  pop'da'  ma- 
gistrate coolly  replied,  that  In-  n-iiliet- exi)tcted  nr)r  desired  that  honour.  Tlie  lo;d  fham- 
berlain  Herltord,  soon  al'tfr,  wrote  lo  ihe  lord  ni;iyor,  to  infoi'm  him  that  his  niuj  sty  would 
not  again  receive,  upon  his  throne,  any  addrtss  from  the  livery.     The  citizens  now  voted  a 
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eo  the  utmost  astonishment  at  finding  any  of  his  subjects  ca- 
pable of  encouraging,  or  inclined  to  vindicate,  the  rebellious 
disposition  evinced  by  the  Americans ;  and  he  declared  that, 
as  he  had  a  full  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  his  parliament,  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  enforce  submission  to  its  authority. 

Soon  after  the  delivery  of  this  bold  address  and  this  spirited 
answer,  actual  hostilities  arose  in  New  England.  A  detachment 
of  the  king's  troops,  observing  near  Lexington  a  party  of  Ame- 
rican militia,  ordered  the  rebels  to  disperse.  The  latter  began 
to  retire  ;  "  and,  "•  several  guns  were  then  fired 
Apr.  iJy  /  /  'j^jpQ^  tj^g  royalists  from  behind  a  stone  wall  and 
some  houses,''  according  to  the  account  given  by  general  Gage: 
but  I  am  not  fully  disposed  to  believe  that  the  cautious  provin- 
cials would  thus  attack  a  force  superior  both  in  number  and 
discipline.  The  skirmish  ended  in  the  death  of  some  of  the 
AT^cricans.  At  Concord  a  mure  sanguinary  conflict  took  place; 
and,  before  the  troops  of  the  government  returned  to  their  head 
quarters,  above  sixty  of  their  associates,  and  fifty  of  their  an- 
ta&;onists,  were  killed*. 

"These  skirmishes  inflamed  the  animosity  of  both  parties  to 
the  height  of  rancor;  and,  in  the  progress  of  the  war,  both  com- 
mitted cruelties  for  which  no  reasonable  apology  could  be  made. 
The  occasional  inhumanities  of  the  provincials,  however,  were 
not  altogether  so  mexcusable  as  those  of  the  British  troops;  for 
the  former  had  obviously  greater  provocation,  and  thought  it 
their  duty  to  f/e'/c^f/ themselves  against  violence  and  opjjression, 
while  the  latter  acted  offensively  for  the  enforcement  of  arbitrary 
claims.  As  a  Briton,  I  glory  in  saying  that  British  humanity 
has,  on  numerous  occasions,  appeared  with  signal  lustre;  but, 
in  this  war,  it  w  as  frequently  superseded  by  deliberate  and  odi- 
ous cruelty. 

The  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  some  other  ministerialists,  con- 
scious of  their  own  want  of  courage,  had  represented  the  Ame- 
ricans as  a  set  of  cowards,  who  would  run  away  at  the  sight  of 
a  battalion  of  English  regulars  ;  but,  if  those  speakers  had  any 
sense  of  shame,  the  battle  of  Bunker's  hill  convinced  them  of 
their  calumnious  folly. 

The  provincials  having  fortified  that  eminence,  and  erected  a 
battery  to  cannonade  Boston,  general  Gage  sent  two  thousand 
men  to  dislodge  them.  The  attack  was  vigorous,  and  the  de- 
y  _    fence  resolute.  During  the  engagement,  Charlestown, 

""^  *  a  populous  and  flourishing  place,  separated  from  Bos- 
warm  rcmnnstrancc  ;  and,  when  ihc  king  declined  receiving  it  in  the  former  mode,  the  two 
sheriffs  presented  to  him,  at  a  levee,  sume  resoliuioris,  asseninp;  the  right  of  petitioning  and 
o.  Iiein;j;  hewrd,  and  condemning  the  uiiconslitntional  advice  uhith  had  iuduced  their  sove- 
Eeigi'.  to  behave  so  imperinuslv. 

2  London  Gazette  of  June  10,1775;  cooipared  with  the  American  account. 
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ton  only  bva  narrow  river,  was  burned  to  thesjround.  The  Ame- 
ricans foui^lit  with  such  sj/irit,  that  the  kind's  troops  were  re- 
peatedly driven  back  ;  but  at  length  the  works  were  forced, 
thou[j;h  the  advantage  was  purchased  with  a  loss  considerably 
greater  than  that  which  was  sustained  by  the  defenders  of  the 
post*. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  endeavours  of  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment, a  new  congress  had  assembled  before  the  late  battle; 
and  the  members  acted  with  as  much  firmness  and  dignity,  as  if 
their  authority  had  been  unquestioned,  and  their  proceedings 
sanctioned  by  strict  legality.  They  attended,  with  coolness  and 
wisdom,  to  the  varied  concerns  of  war  and  policy,  and  enacted 
judicious  ordinances  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  confede- 
rate colonies.  Of  a  commander  of  their  troops  they  made  a  for- 
tunate choice.  Mr.  Washington  was  selected  for  that  high  and 
arduous  station;  and  every  voice  approved  the  appointment.  He 
declared  himself  unqualified  for  the  due  discharge  of  the  office: 
but  his  modesty  was  not  suffered  to  plead  an  admissible  excuse. 

While  the  general  and  his  officers  were  organising  the  army, 
the  congress,  under  the  presidency  of  Hancock,  issued  a  manly 
declaration,  asserting  the  necessity  of  taking  arms  to  resist  op- 
pression and  avoid  slavery,  but  disclaiming  all  ideas  of  inde- 
pendence. A  petition  to  the  king,  for  peace  and  recqcciliation, 
evinced  equal  spirit. 

The  armies  of  Gage  and  of  Washington  remained  on  the  de- 
fensive for  the  remainder  of  the  year :  but  some  military  opera- 
tions, not  unimportant,  occurred  in  Canada.  General  Montgo- 
mery entered  that  province  with  a  small  force,  proclaiming  th& 
wish  of  the  congress  to  secure  to  the  inhabitants  all  the  rights  of 
British  subjects,  instead  of  the  ungracious  and  arbitrary  enact- 
ments with  which  their  feelings  had  been  lately  insulted.  How- 
ever strong  was  the  disgust  that  was  felt  by  a  considerable  part 
of  the  Canadian  community  at  the  act  to  which  he  alluded,  few 
of  the  inhabitants  joined  him  :  yet,  when  he  had  taken  two  forts, 
he  boldly  advanced  to  the  capital.  He  hoped  to  surprise  the 
garrison  ;  but  the  troops,  tliough  not  numerous,  were  prepared 
for  his  reception.  Amidst  the  rigors  of  winter,  he  led  his  men  to 
an  assault.  In  this  dangerous  service,  he  lost  his  life.  As  his 
character  and  merit  rendered  him  worthy  of  a  longer  existence, 
sincere  lamentation  attended  his  fate  :  but  his  friends  consoled 
themselves  with  reflecting,  that  he  died  on  the  field  of  hf  nor 
and  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Courtiers,  indeed,  called  him  a 
traitor  and  a  rebel :  but  their  invectives  did  not  injure  his  fame. 

Colonel  Arnold,  who  was  as  brave  as  Montgomery,  but  was 
less  esteemed,  attempted,  to  take  the  town  by  a  coup  cle  main  : 

S  British  and  Americin  accounts. 

•  Vol.  V.  3  O 
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but  he  was  unsuccessful ;  and  the  invaders  retired  with  consi- 
derable loss.  So  far  the  Americans  were  unfortunate ;  but  the 
spirit  of  the  congress  was  undiminished  ;  and  the  troops  were 
encouraged  by  the  hope  of  better  fortune. 

A  war  so  imp.olitic,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  was  con- 
demned by  every  reflecting  court  in  Europe:  and  the  ministers 
were  considered  as  rash  and  unskilful  pilots,  unfit  to  guide  the 
helm  of  a  great  monarchy.  France  and  Spain,  however,  did  not 
grieve  or  repine  at  the  rise  of  a  contest  which  threatened  to 
weaken  and  disgrace  a  haughty  enemy.  The  court  of  Vienna, 
closely  connected  with  that  of  Versailles,  felt  no  gratitude  for 
the  assistance  received  from  George  II.,  and  did  not  lament  the 
difficulties  in  which  his  grandson  had  involved  himself.  The 
king  of  Prussia,  resenting  the  desertion  of  his  interests  in  the 
peace  of  the  year  1763,  exulted  in  the  embarrassments  of  the 
British  court,  and  satirised  the  folly  of  the  ministers  ;  and  the 
Russian  empress,  envying  the  maritime  power  of  this  country, 
wished  for  its  humiliation.  Yet  our  sovereign  and  his  advisers 
persisted  in  their  resolutions  of  military  enforcement,  and  hoped 
to  subdue  the  presumptuous  and  refractory  provincials. 

The  new  king  of  France  was  a  moderate  and  well  disposed 
prince  ;  but  he  was  occasionally  influenced  by  sinister  counsels, 
and  led  into  arbitrary  measures.  His  queen  had  too  great  a 
swav  over  him,  and  too  frequently  counteracted  his  patriotic 
view's.  Nursed  in  a  despotic  court,  and  finding  the  established 
government  in  France  unfettered  and  unchastened  by  a  regard 
for  the  rights  of  the  people,  she  rather  opposed  than  promoted 
that  relaxation  of  the  rigors  of  authority  to  which  Louis  was 
naturally  inclined. 

The  recall  of  the  count  de  Maurepas  to  court,  by  the  young 
monarch,  was  a  measure  which  seemed,  at  the  time,  to  give  ge- 
neral satisfaction.  He  was  not  reinstated  in  the  office  of  marine 
minister  ;  but,  as  a  mere  member  of  the  council  of  state,  he  be- 
came the  chief  director  of  the  national  affl\irs.  The  count  de 
Muy  and  JNI.  Turgot  were  likewise  favored  with  the  royal  con- 
fidence. At  the  same  time,  the  countess  Du  Barri  was  exiled 
from  a  court  which  she  had  disgraced,  being  ordered  to  retire  to 
a  convent  near  iNleaux.  The  queen  wished  for  the  immediate 
recall  of  the  duke  de  Choiseul :  but,  the  king,  recollecting  the 
aversion  of  the  late  dauphin  to  thatminister,  withheld  his  assent. 
The  known  poltics  of  his  father  also  influenced  Louis  to  forbear 
the  manifestation  of  any  w  ish  for  the  re-establishment  of  those 
parliaments  uhich  his  grandfather  had  suppressed;  for, although 
the  dauphin  disapproved  the  general  government  of  the  late  king, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  spirit  of  the  magistracy  required  oc- 
casional checks. 

M.  de  Maupeou  and  his  associates  were  suffered  to  retaia 
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their  offices  for  some  time  :  but  the  advice  of  Maurepas  pre- 
vailed over  all  the  suggestions  which  they  offered  in  council. 
The  duke  d'Aiguillon,  to  avoid  the  disgrace  of  expulsion  from 
the  cabinet,  resigned  both  his  employments.  He  was  succeed- 
ed as  minister  of  war  by  the  count  de  Muy,  and  in  the  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs  by  the  count  de  Vergennes,  eleve  of  the 
celebrated  politician  and  diplomatist  Cliavigni.  On  the  dismis- 
sion of  M.  de  Boynes,  whose  neglect  of  the  navy  proved  him 
to  be  unqualified  for  the  post  which  he  held,  M.  Turgot  became 
minister  of  the  marine.  The  philosopher  understood  the  theorv 
of  his  ministerial  duty  better  than  the  practice.  He  was  more 
au  fait  in  the  management  of  the  finances,  and  was  therefore 
highly  pleased  at  his  removal  to  this  branch  of  office,  on  the  dis- 
grace of  Terrai.  When  the  chancellor  was  commanded  to  quit 
the  court,  M.  de  Miromesnil  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  seal. 

As  the  people  anxiously  wished  for  the  restoration  of  the  par- 
liaments,— a  measure  which  the  count  de  Maurepas  also  strong- 
ly advised, — the  king  was  at  length  induced  to  relinquish  his 
objections.  Before  he  had  sufficiently  revolved  the  subject  in 
his  mind,  he  received  a  long  memorial  from  his  brother  the  count 
de  Provence,  tracing  the  contests  between  the  jDarliament  of 
Paris  and  the  crown  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Louis 
XIV.;  condemning  the  arrogant  pretensions  of  that  body,  its 
false  priHciples,  and  turbulent  spirit ;  and  protesting  against  the 
suppression  of  the  new  courts,  which  the  late  king  had  wisely 
erected  for  the  maintenance  of  his  lawful  authority,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  judicial  administration.  The  removal  of  the 
new  magistrates,  distinguished  by  their  disinterested  zeal  and 
enlightened  minds,  would,  said  the  memorialist,  be  a  source  of 
great  affliction  to  the  friends  of  the  monarchy  and  to  all  true  pa- 
triots, if  their  places  were  to  be  filled  with  ambitious  and  refrac- 
tory subjects,  who  had  systematically  assailed  the  royal  autho- 
rity with  open  hostilities,  had  exercised  an  arbitrary  control  over 
the  provincial  states  and  all  classes  of  the  community,  persecut- 
ed the  church  in  its  sacraments  or  its  ministers,  prolonged  causes 
with  views  of  private  interest,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  attended  to 
the  public  good.  The  return  of  such  men  to  power  would  fill 
the  realm  with  confusion.  Elate  with  the  supposed  necessity  of 
their  services,  and  bursting  with  vengeance  for  their  proscrip- 
tion, they  would  take  advantage  of  the  king's  youth,  and  per- 
haps annihilate  his  power^ 

Other  remonstrances  were  made  on  this  important  subject ; 
and  that  of  the  existing  parliament  of  Bretagne  was  particularly 
strong  and  pointed.  Louis  observed,  that  the  arguments  ad- 
verse to  the  old  parliaments  were  plausible  ;  but,  as  it  was  the 

4  Journal  historique  du  r^tablissement  de  la  magistrature. 


u>8  THE  HISTORY  OF  taut  hi. 

general  vvibh  that  they  should  be  re-established,  he  was  desirous 
of  procuring  by  such  a  measure  the  afl'ection  of  his  people. 

A  bed  of  justice  being  proclaimed^  the  king  declared  his  in- 
tention of  recalling  and  reinstating  the  former  magistrates;  and, 
as  he  thus  condescended  to  gratify  his  subjects,  he  expected 
from  them,  in  return,  a  due  submission  to  his  authority.  Nine 
edicts,  and  an  ordinance  of  dicipline,  were  then  read.  The  first 
provided  for  the  return  of  all  the  magistrates  and  officers,  com- 
posing the  lale  parliament  of  Paris,  to  their  functions  and  power. 
Another  ordained  a  dissolution  of  the  councils  formed  by  Mau- 
peou  ;  and  the  remaining  seven  were  connected  in  detail  with 
the  new  system  of  the  court.  The  regulations  of  dicipline  were 
more  accordant  to  the  spirit  of  the  obnoxious  chancellor  than  to 
the  liberal  ideas  of  a  patriot  king.  They  tended  to  give  to  the 
great  chamber  the  exclusive  power  of  registration,  to  make  the 
first  president  despotic,  divide  the  head  from  the  members, 
check  the  facility  of  remonstrance,  and  multiply  the  grounds  of 
removal  and  confiscation,  of  which  a  new  tribunal,  or  cour pie- 
7nere,  would  arbitrarily  take  cognizance.  This  mode  of  disci- 
pline excited  the  murmurs  of  the  assembly  ;  and  the  edict  for 
the  re-establishment  of  the  great  council,  as  a  ready  substitute 
for  a  refractory  parliament,  was  warmly  reprobated  by  the  duke 
de  Chartres,  who,  with  his  father  the  duke  of  Orleans,  had  been 
recently  banished  from  court  ibr  refusing  to  accompany  Mau- 
peou's  parliament  at  the  performance  of  obsequies  in  honor  of 
Louis  XV^ 

Great  was  the  joy  of  the  capital  at  the  restoration  of  the  Pari- 
sian magistracy  ;  and,  as  it  was  followed  by  similar  concessions 
to  the  other  parliaments,  exultation  was  diffused  over  the  whole 
kingdom.  Louis  was  compared  with  the  patriotic  Henry  IV.; 
and  happy  times  were  fondly  expected.  In  Bretagne,  the  dis- 
play of  satisfaction  was  particularly  marked.  M.  dela  Chalotais 
made  a  triumphal  entry  into  Rennes,  preceded  by  above  two 
bun' 'red  young  men  on  horseback,  and  followed  by  a  train  of 
noblesse  in  coaches;  and  fire-works,  illuminations,  and  festivi- 
ties, indicated  prevailing  joy. 

The  lower  classes  of  people  would  have  rejoiced  more  cor- 
dially on  this  occasion,  if  the  difficulty  of  subsistence  had  not 
abridged  their  comforts.  The  new  administrator  of  the  finances 
endeavoured  to  relie\e  the  poor  in  this  respect.  He  repressed 
the  injurious  system  of  monopoly,  and  took  other  measures  for 
reducing  the  exhorbitant  prince  of  corn.  But  his  efforts  were 
not  immediately  successful.  !t  w  as  ev  en  pretended,  that  his  al- 
lowance of  a  free  trade  for  corn  in  the  interior  of  the  kingdom 
had  increased  the  general  distress,  while  it  proved  advantagef)us 
to  individuals.     The  farmers-general  whose  rapacity  he  had 
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checked,  augmented  by  their  arts  the  popular  irritation,  which 
was  also  embittered  by  the  spirit  of  party,  Uiots,  in  various  pro- 
vinces, alarmed  the  friends  of  order.  At  Dijon,  many  ^f. 
lives  u  ere  lost  in  a  conflict  between  the  soldiery  and  the  ^  * 
populace.  The  metropolis  was  not  free  from  commotion.  The 
parliament  passed  an  arret  on  the  occasion  ;  but  the  king  dis- 
countenanced the  spontaneous  interference  of  that  body,  and  ad- 
justed with  his  ministers  the  means  of  repressing  tumult.  Troops 
were  posted  in  the  districts  where  disorder  was  most  prevalent: 
all  who  had  corn  in  their  possession  were  desired  to  dispose  of 
it  at  a  moderate  price  :  a  bounty  was  allowed  upon  importa- 
tion ;  and  a  pardon  was  offered  to  all,  except  the  principal  and 
most  active  disturbers  af  the  peace.  Some  of  the  rioters  were 
punished  with  death  ;  and  the  continued  diffusion  of  military 
terrors  concurred  with  an  increasing  supply  of  corn  to  restore 
tranquillity''. 

An  act  by  which  Louis  and  Turgot  deserved  and  acquired 
public  applause,  was  the  suppression  of  the  corvee,  or  compul- 
sory reparation  of  the  highways;  a  service  for  which  the  labor- 
ers received  no  pay.  The  continuance  of  that  oppressive  usage 
in  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  added  to  a  scarcity  of  provisions,  pro- 
duced at  this  time  an  insurrection  against  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment. The  first  measures  of  the  court  were  lenient :  but  rigor 
was  subsequently  exercised  ;  and,  after  a  considerable  effusion 
of  blood,  the  riots  were  quelled.  By  a  new-  edict  of  Maria  The- 
resa, the  odious  service  was  reduced  from  four  days  to  three;  and 
the  poor  peasants  were  obliged  to  be  content  with  this  concession. 

The  situajiion  of  the  French  protestants  interested  the  feelings 
of  the  king  and  his  benevolent  minister.  Turgot  strongly  re- 
commended the  grant  of  complete  toleration  to  those  sectaries: 
but  the  catholic  clergy  opposed  the  favor,  and  the  count  de  Mau- 
repas  refused  to  agree  to  it,  alleging  that  it  might  be  dangerous 
to  the  church.  Even  Louis,  while  he  wished  to  relieve  the  pro- 
testants from  some  disabilities,  objected  to  Turgot's  proposal, 
as  hazardously  extensive. 

The  American  contest  already  excited  the  attention  of  the 
French  cabinet.  It  was  debated  among  the  ministers,  whether 
the  king  should  take  an  open  and  active  part  in  support  of  the 
injured  colonists.  Such  an  interfeience  was  then  deemed  pre- 
cipitate ;  and  Turgot  contended,  that  it  would  be  both  impru- 
dent and  unjust. 

His  catholic  majesty  was  equally  observant  of  the  progress 
of  the  new  war  :  but  he  waited  the  ultimate  decision  of  France 
on  the  subject.  At  present,  he  was  involved  in  a  contest,  not 
indeed  of  very  high  importance,  but  one  which  called  for  con- 
siderable supplies  of  men  and  money.  The  emperor  of  Moroc- 
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CO,  in  concert  with  the  dey  of  Algiers,  had  threatened  to  dispos- 
sess the  Christians  of  all  their  settlements  on  the  northern  coast 
of  Africa  ;  and  the  war  commenced  with  the  siege  of  Ceuta. 
Meliila  was  afterwards  invested:  but  the  attacks  of  the  besiegers 
made  litde  impression  on  the  works ;  and,  after  a  great  loss  of 
men,  the  Moorish  prince  retired. 

For  an  attack  of  the  Algerine  capital,  the  Spanish  monarch 
made  such  formidable  preparations,  that  many  politicians  sus- 
pected him  of  intending  to  embark  in  an  European  war.  Fifty- 
one  ships  of  war  (six  of  which  were  of  the  line)  were  equipped, 
and  well  provided  with  stores ;  and  twenty-six  thousand  men, 
exclusive  of  sailors  and  marines,  composed  the  force  destined 
for  the  enterprise.  The  chief  naval  commander  was  don  Pedro 
de  Castijon,  and  the  count  O'Reilly  was  generalissimo,  the 
choice  of  whom  was  more  an  act  of  partiality  than  of  judgment. 
Before  a  descent  was  made,  some  of  the  ships  attacked  three 
batteries  to  the  eastward  of  Algiers,  but  could  not  dismount  a 
single  gun  belonging  to  any  one  of  them.  The  disembarkation 
was  delayed  by  dissensions  among  the  principal  officers.  At 
length  the  first  dirision  of  the  troops  gained  the  shore,  and,  in- 
stead of  waiting  for  the  rest,  inconsiderately  marched  for-  j  ,  p 
ward,  encouraged  by  the  retreat  of  a  body  of  Algerines  "  ^  ' 
in  apparent  disorder.  A  hill  which  commanded  the  landing-place 
might  have  been  secured  ;  but  that  object  was  neglected  ;  and 
the  invaders  were  entangled  in  a  close  country,  in  which  the 
enemy,  advantageously  posted,  kept  up  a  very  brisk  fire.  The 
grenadiers  and  light  infantry  were  repelled  :  but  the  advance  of 
a  part  of  the  second  division  with  artillery,  protected  the  march 
of  the  former.  Attempts  were  now  made  to  dislodge  the  Alge- 
rines  from  their  inclosures ;  and  hopes  were  entertained  of  tri- 
umphing over  barbarian  infidels.  This  prospect,  however,  was 
soon  overcast.  The  increasing  superiority  of  the  enemy  dis- 
couraged the  Spaniards;  and  confusion  spread  among  their  ranks. 
They  no  longer  obeyed  their  officers  :  some  continued  to  ad- 
vance and  fire,  while  the  greater  number  commenced  a  retreat. 
The  wounded  conjured  their  comrades  not  to  leave  them  :  but 
there  were  few  who  could  obtain  the  favor  of  being  conveved  to 
the  entrenchments  which  the  troops  of  the  third  disembarkation 
had  hastily  formed.  A  well-directed  fire  from  these  works,  as 
well  as  from  some  frigates,  rendered  the  retreat  less  dangerous. 
The  Algerines  lost  many  of  their  countrymen  by  venturing  too 
near  the  entrenchments  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  above 
five  thousand  of  their  number  were  slain.  The  Spanish  court 
did  not  deny,  that  twenty-seven  officers  (of  uhom  one  was  the 
marquis  de  la  Romana,)  and  five  hundred  and  one  common  sol- 
diers, lost  their  lives,  and  that  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  were  wounded:  but  it  is  supposed  that  the  loss  was 
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considerably  greater.  All  the  wounded  who  were  not  carried 
oft'  were  massacred  by  the  incensed  barbarians.  General  Vaug- 
han  proposed,  that  the  attack  should  be  renewed  on  the  follow- 
in^  day  :  but  the  other  members  of  a  council  of  war  exploded 
the  suggestion*. 

General  O'Reilly  had  long  been  unpopular ;  and  this  unfor- 
tunate expedition  augmented  the  odium  under  which  he  labor- 
ed. After  his  return  to  Spain,  multitudes  watched  his  move- 
ments, with  a  seeming  intention  of  wreaking  their  vengeance 
upon  his  person  :  but  he  escaped  all  violence,  and  was  removed 
by  the  king  from  the  government  of  Madrid  to  that  of  the  An- 
dalusian  province. 

,  „_-      The  war  with  the  Moors  and  Algerines  languish- 
^'  ^'  ed  into  petty  naval  hostilities:  but  the  Spanish  mo- 

narch continued  to  increase  both  his  army  and  navy,  as  if  he 
meditated  some  other  enterprise.  He  sent  troops  to  the  frontiers 
of  Portugal,  as  the  Brasiliian  subjectsof  that  realm  had  encroach- 
ed on  the  Spanish  territories  in  Paraguay.  The  limits  of  domin- 
ion being  ill  defined  in  that  part  of  South  America,  frequent 
disputes  had  occurred.  In  this  instance,  the  Portuguese  appear 
to  have  been  guilty  of  injustice  and  outrage. 

His  Britannic  majesty,  as  well  as  the  king  of  France,  inter- 
posed between  Spain  and  Portugal  ;  and  the  rising  storm  was 
suspended.  The  former  prince  also  endeavoured  to  accommo- 
date his  own  disputes  with  the  irritated  colonists  of  North  Ame- 
rica ;  but,  as  he  did  not  take  proper  steps  for  that  purpose,  the 
war  was  continued  with  animosity. 

The  question  of  supporting  the  Americans  being  again  dis- 
cussed in  the  French  cabinet,  it  was  resolved  that  hostilities 
should  yet  be  avoided.  The  count  de  Vergennes  agreed  with 
Turgot  on  this  occasion.  Br.th  ministers,  apprehending  that  an 
immediate  adjunction  of  force  to  the  rising  power  of  the  colo- 
nies, might  lead  to  a  reconciliation  between  the  provinces  and 
the  mother  country,  by  prompting  the  court  to  offer  satisfactory 
terms,  proposed  that,  f(;r  the  present,  indirect  aid  should  be  af- 
fored  in  occasional  supplies  of  useful  articles,  and  that,  by  every 
practicable  exertion,  the  French  navy  should  be  re-established. 
While  Turgot  was  employed  in  restoring  order  to  the  finan- 
ces, and  in  promoting  economy,  as  far  as  it  was  consistent  with 
the  intention  of  strengthening  the  marine,  he  was  exposed  to  the 
arts  of  ridicule  and  the  intrigues  of  cabal.  His  coolness,  form- 
ality, and  want  of  address,  his  novelties  of  opinion,  his  pride  and 
obstinacy,  and  pretended  incapacity  for  business,  were  frequent 
topics  of  courdy  censure  and  sarcasm  ;  and  the  clamors  of  the 
clergy  aided  the  arts  of  courtiers.  His  fall  was  promoted  by  the 
freedom  of  his  annnadversions  on  the  prince  of  Conti,  whom  he 
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accused  of"  having  instiirated  or  encoiirai^ed  the  late  riots.  Be- 
inir  dismissed  from  this  post,  he  was  succeeded  by  M.  de  Clug- 
ny,  an  unprincipled  spoliator  of  the  revenue.  iM.  de  Taboureau 
was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  same  office  ;  but  he  soon  ac- 
knowledged his  incapacity.  An  assistant  had  been  given  to  him, 
under  the  denomination  of  director  of  the  royal  treasury.  This 
was  M.  Necker,  a  native  of  Geneva,  an  eminent  banker,  and  a 
commercial  and  political  philosopher,  who,  while  he  opposed 
the  unbounded  freedom  of  trade  recommended  by  Turgot,  was 
a  friend  to  the  public  interest  and  to  general  liberty.  Pleased 
with  his  ideas  of  financial  reform,  Louis  soon  elevated  this  popu- 
lar foreigner  to  the  post  of  supreme  director  of  the  finances. 

Turgot  had  been  cordially  assisted  in  his  various  reforms  and 
innovations  by  M.  de  Malesherbes;  and  their  sway  was  termed 
the  philosophical  administration.  One  part  of  their  plan  was  to 
establish  democratic  municipalities  and  provincial  meetings, 
and  a  popular  assembly  for  the  whole  nation  :  but  the  king 
would  not  listen  to  such  a  scheme.  They  wished  to  abolish  all 
remains  of  the  feudal  system,  and  diminish  the  vve^th  and  pow- 
er of  the  clergy.  These  reformers  had  recommended  a  person 
who  was  less  upright  and  moral  than  they  were,  but  equally  fond 
of  innovation,  to  succeed  the  mareschal  du  Muy  in  the  war  de- 
partment. This  was  the  count  de  St.  Germain,  first  a  Jesuit, 
afterwards  a  soldier  of  fortune,  then  military  superintendant  in 
Denmark.  He  soon  commenced  in  France  a  career  of  reform. 
He  disbanded  the  companies  of  black  and  grey  7nousqiietaires 
and  horse-grenadiers ;  reduced  the  number  of  life-guards  and 
light  horse  ;  and  degraded  the  soldiery  by  ordering  the  inflic- 
tion of  corporal  puni^ihment,  in  imitation  of  the  German  prac- 
tice. He  thus  diminished  the  strength  and  splendor  of  the  throne, 
with  an  inconsiderable  retrenchment  of  expenditure  ;  and  pro- 
pagated discontent  among  the  defenders  of  the  state.  He  re- 
mained in  office  after  the  dismission  of  his  two  friends,  and  at 
length  resigned,  when  he  found  that  Maurepas  had  resolved  to 
discard  him. 

The  next  campaign  in  North  America  was  not  remarkably 
sanguinary  :  but  it  involved  the  erection  of  a  new  state  among 
the  powers  of  the  world.  As  soon  as  the  season  for  action  com- 
menced, general  Washington  hoped  to  dispossess  the  English 
of  Boston  ;  but  he  was  unwilling  so  far  to  comply  with  the  de- 
sire of  yourg  and  rash  officers,  as  to  risque  an  assault.  He  chose 
a  new  position  with  his  usual  judgment,  and  suddenly  fortified 
an  eminence  which  commanded  the  town.  General  Howe  now 
prepared  for  a  retreat.  Mutual  forbearance  was  mani-  lyj  li 7 
fested  on  this  occasion  ;  f  jr,  while  one  commander 
left  the  town  uninjured,  the  other  suffered  the  army  to  retire  un- 
molested. 
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The  recovery  of  the  Massachusetts  capital  was  celebrated 
with  festivities,  and  commemorated  by  medals.  But,  when  the 
Americans  witnessed  the  extraordinary  preparations  of  their 
adversaries  for  a  decisive  campai^^n,  they  had  apparently  little 
reason  to  rejoice.  Of  the  army  which  had  been  assenibled  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  almost  a  fourth  part  suftcred  the  in- 
conveniences of  illness  ;  and  mere  militia,  formed  a  great  pro- 
portion. The  eftective  force,  also,  was  so  divided,  as  not  to 
present  a  very  strong;  front  to  the  enemy  at  any  one  |)oint. 

While  the  British  troops  were  inactive,  the  directors  of  the 
provincial  affairs  meditated  a  striking  change.  To  give  vio;or 
to  the  contest,  repel  danger  by  decision,  and  encourage  foreign 
powers  (who  might  be  disposed  to  aid  them)  bv  die  firm  coun- 
tenance of  an  independent  state,  they  proposed  that  the  colonies 
should  assume  the  form  of  a  distinct  republic.  The  measure 
was  deliberately  canvassed  in  each  province,  and  disapproved 
by  many  respectable  men ;  but  the  zeal  of  its  advocatestri- 
umphed. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  the  philosopher,  who  explained  the  theory 
of  lightning,  had  promoted  with  the  utmost  zeal  the  spirit  of 
opposition  to  Great  Britain.  By  his  persuasions,  the  bold  be- 
came still  more  determined  ;  the  wavering  werCyencouraged  ; 
and  man}'  who  seemed  ready  to  submit  to  the  government,  were 
drawn  over  to  tiie  side  of  liberty^'.  The  proposal  of  indepen- 
dence, offered  to  minds  thus  influenced  by  Franklin  and  other 
popular  writers  and  speakers,  received  the  sanction  of  the  con- 
gress, at  a  time  when  the  Americans  were  almost  without  mo- 
ney, without  a  fleet,  without  allies,  and  could  only  trust  to  the 
courage  of  an  undisciplined  army,  and  to  the  effects  of  a  rising 
spirit  of  freedom.  The  determination  was  announced  y  .  . 
in  a  manifesto  written  with  force,  rather  than  with  neat-  ^  ^  ' 
ness  or  elegance-^. 

An  attempt  to  conciliate  the  offended  provincials  proved  abor- 
tive. Their  commander,  in  a  conference  with  adjutant- general 
Paterson,  observed  that  the  British  commissioners  seemed  to 
be  only  empowered  to  grant  pardon,  not  to  negotiate,  or  to  dis- 
cuss terms;  and  added,  "that  they  who  had  committed  no  fault, 
wanted  no  pardon*^.'' 

The  new  republicans  were  discouraged  by  the  ill  success  of 
their  endeavours  to  defend  Long  Island  and  save  New  York. 
They  were  attacked  near  Brooklyn,  and  defeated.  Sullivan, 
who  commanded  them  in  this  action,  was  made  prisoner,  with 

11  Allurling  both  to  liis  scientific  and  political  exertions,  Turcot  said  of  hiin,  Eripnit 
calo  fnlmen,  max  scejjtra  tijrannis  ,■  that  is,  lie  siialciied  the  lightning  from  lic-ivcn,  and., 
soon  afterward,  the  sceptre  from  'grants. 

12  Life  of  General  Washington,  by  the  chief-justice  Marshall 

13  Life  of  Washington,  by  Dr.  Ramsay. 
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about  a  thousand  of  his  men  ;  and  fifteen  hundred  lost  their 
lives  or  were  wounded.  Washington  then  quitted  his  lines,  and 
hastened  to  New  York.  Some  entrenchments  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  town  were  evacuated  by  the  troops,  on  the  approach  of  a 
party  of  royalists.  The  general,  meeting  them  in  their  flight, 
was  unusually  agitated  ;  and  he  almost  despaired  of  the  preser- 
vation of  the  infant  republic.  Resigning  New  York  to  his  ex- 
ulting enemies,  he  posted  himself  at  Kingsbridge;  and  recover- 
ing his  habitual  coolness,  waited  patiently  for  the  event". 

Some  brisk  skirmishes,  in  w  hich  the  English  had  the  advan- 
tage, were  followed  by  the  reauction  of  two  forts,  and  the  tem- 
porary subjugation  of  ihe  province  of  New  Jersey.  Washington 
nou  became  a  fugitive;  and  the  congress  sought  refuge  in  Mary- 
land. A  change  of  scene,  however,  soon  occurred.  Howe  had 
not  formed  a  proper  estimate  of  the  character  of  the  hostile  ge- 
neral, or  of  the  republican  assembly.  He  imagined  that  he 
might  finish  the  war  at  his  leisure,  with  a  relaxation  of  effort. 
Washington,  circumspect  and  vigilant,  observed  with  joy  the 
distribution  of  the  English  forces  in  distant  cantonments,  and 
exclaimed,  "  Now  is  the  time  to  clip  their  wings  when  they  are 
so  spread.'*  Thus  impelled  by  hope,  he  surprised  a  body  of 
German  subsidiaries  at  Trenton,  and,  by  attacking  some  bat- 
talions at  Princeton,  recovered  New  Jersey". 

The  suspended  war  in  South  America  broke  out  while  the 
British  and  provincial  armies  were  in  winter  quarters.  The 
island  of  St.  Catharine,  on  the  Brasilian  coast,  was  the  scene  of 
hostility.  Here  it  may  be  observed,  that  an  alarming  insurrec- 
tion, four  years  before  this  war  arose,  had  convulsed  the  north- 
ern parts  of  Brasil.  In  the  province  of  Maragnan  or  Maran- 
hao,  the  descendants  of  the  original  natives,  and  the  negro  slaves, 
took  arms  against  the  Portuguese,  by  whom  they  had  long  been 
harshly  treated.  They  fought  with  spirit ;  but,  not  being  well 
armed  or  disciplined,  they  were  repeatedly  routed  by  the  troops 
of  the  government"^.  The  colony  was  free  from  internal  com- 
motions, uhen  a  Spanish  armament  approached  the  southern- 
most province,  and  a  considerable  force  landed  on  the  above 
,.-__  mentioned  island.  The  Portuguese  made  a  feeble 
defence  ;  the  forts  were  quickly  taken  ;  and  some 
settlements  near  the  river  de  la  Plata  were  also  reduced. 


It  Marshall's  lifo  of  Washington — British  accounts. 

15  Ramsay's  life  of  Washington,  chap.  3. 

16  Annual  Rejrister,  vcl.  xr  — It  is  remarkable  that  not  the  lcaf.t  mention  is  made  of  this 
i-ebil  lion  by  Antonio  de  Mnims  Siivn,  a  native  of  Urasil  (who  traiislHS'iJ  from  the  English 
that  iiistory  of  Portiii^Ml,  which  form'!  a  p;irl  ot  the  .Modern  I'liiversal  History,  and  contin- 
ued it  to  (he  year  ISOO,)  or  by  Dr.  Grant,  who  has  in  the  present  year  (1809)  published  an 
historical  and  geogr.vphici>l  account  of  that  cxtensite  and  valuable  colony. 
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Peace  was  restored  by  a  chano;e  in  the  administration  of  Por- 
tujral.     Josepii,  sovereign  of  that  realm,  died  after  a  reign  of 
twenty-six  years,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  A  pompous  p  u    qj 
eulogium  has  been  bestowed  upon  him,  by  one  of  his  '  " 

subjects'' ;  but  it  is  the  effusion  of  partiahty  rather  than  of  truth. 
This  prince  was  entitled  to  little  praise :  he  possessed  spirit,  and 
had  the  sense  to  shake  off  some  prejudices  both  in  politics  and 
religion  :  but  he  was  deficient  in  true  wisdom,  and  did  not  suf- 
ficiently regard,  either  the  laws  of  justice  or  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity. He  was  succeeded  by  his  daughter  Maria,  whose  cha- 
racter was  more  suited  to  the  government  of  a  convent  than  of  a 
kingdom.  She  pleased  her  people,  however,  by  the  first  mea- 
sures of  her  reign,  partitcularly  by  the  dismission  of  the  execrat- 
ed marquis  de  Ponibal,  and  the  liberation  of  stale  prisoners. 
Among  these  were  two  brothers  of  the  late  king,  who  had  given 
offence  to  the  proud  dictator.  The  queen  was  solicited  to  punish 
the  marquis  with  death  :  but,  she  respected,  in  him,  the  friend  of 
her  father.  The  ministers  by  whom  she  was  chiefly  guided 
were  Ayres  de  Sa,  Martin  de  Mello  e  Castro,  and  the  viscount 
de  Villa-Nova.  These  politicians  advised  her  to  accommodate 
all  disputes  with  Spain,  as  Great  Britain  was  unvvillingor  unable 
to  assist  her ;  and  a  treaty  was  concluded,  by  which  ^ 
she  ceded  the  district  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  near  the  ^  ' 
river  de  la  Plata,  and  (in  Africa)  the  isles  of  Annaboa  and  Fer- 
nando-Po,  and  procured  restitution  of  the  isle  of  St.  Catha- 
rine'8. 

The  resumption  of  hostility  in  North  America,  was  at  first 
favourable  to  Great  Britain,  and  afterwards  to  the  American 
republic.  Washington,  suspecting  that  Sir  William  Howe  aimed 
at  the  acquisition  of  Philadelphia,  marched  against  that  general, 
and,  with  an  inferior  force,  hazarded  a  battle  near  the  o 
Brandywine.  Twoof  his  divisions  did  not  display  that  P' 
energy  which  the  danger  required;  and  all  the  efforts  of  the  other 
corps,  could  not  prevent  a  defeat.  About  1250  of  his  men  were 
killed,  wounded,  or  made  prisoners;  and  a  farther  loss  was  sus- 
tained in  a  subsequent  conflict.  The  English  now  seized  Phila- 
delphia ;  and,  their  post  at  Germantown  being  attacked  by 
Washington,  they  defended  it  so  effectually,  that  the  republi- 
cans were  routed  with  great  loss. 

For  these  disasters  the  congress  soon  received  compensation. 
General  Burgoyne,  having  reduced  Ticonderoga,  advanced  to 
the  southward  to  join  Howe's  army.  He  moved  slowly,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  difficulties  which  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy  threw  in  his  way  ;  but,  after  losing  many 

17  Antonio  de  MopRt-s  Siiva. 

18  Voyage  tlu  ci-(ievaut  due  Chatelet  en  Portugal,  tome  I. 
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of  his  men  in  skirmishes,  he  reached  the  heights  of  Saratoga, 
c\n(\  pursued  his  course  to  Freeman's-farm,  where  he  was  attack- 
ed b}'  colonel  Arnold,  w  horn  he  could  not  easily  repel.  General 
Gates  now  approached  w  ith  a  considerable  force,  with  a  view  of 
surrounding  the  diminished  army  of  Burgoyne,  who,  being  in 
w  ant  of  provisions,  and  not  being  joined  by  colonel  St.  Leger, 
found  himself  in  an  unpleasing  and  hazardous  predicament. 
Having  in  vain  waited  for  assistance  from  Howe,  he  resolved  to 
force  his  wa}-,  if  possible  through  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  A 
detachment,  being  ordered  to  advance,  did  not  long  contend  be- 
fore a  retreat  became  necessary.  This  action  was  rendered 
particulorly  unfortunate  by  the  fall  of  Fraser,  to  whose  memory 
an  elegant  and  pathetic  tribute  of  respect  was  paid  by  the  afflict- 
ed general.  The  Americans  then  assaulted  the  lines:  and,  when 
ihey  had  forced  the  part  w  hich  the  Germans  defended,  Burgoyne 
r")  t  ifi  ^^^'  ^^^^  ^°  Saratoga,  where  lie  agreed  to  a  cessation 
of  hostilities,  and  consented  that  hismen,  whose  num- 
ber amounted  to  5750,  should  give  up  their  arms,  and,  being 
conveyed  (with  an  exception  of  the  Canadians)  to  Great  Britain, 
should  w  ait  for  a  regular  exchange  before  they  could  resume 
operations  against  the  Americans. 

Those  members  of  the  French  cabinet  who  had  long  wished 
for  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  exulted  in  the  recent  success  of 
the  xAmericans.  M.  de  Sartine,  the  naval  minister,  w-as  eager 
to  renew  the  contest  for  maritime  superiority.  The  count  de 
Maurepas,  supported  in  his  recommendation  by  the  queen  and 
the  principal  nobles,  advised  the  king  to  embark  openly  in  the 
American  cause,  and  humble  British  arrogance  :  the  count  de 
Vergennes  concurred  in  the  advice,  alleging  that  the  conjunc- 
ture was  highly  favourable  ;  and  the  weak  king  suffered  his 
ow  n  opinion  to  be  over-ruled.  Necker  was  not  a  friend  to  the 
war  ;  but,  being  a  protestant,  he  had  no  voice  in  the  cabinet. 

The  commissioners  who  had  been  sent  to  France  by  the  con- 
gress, V.  ere  now  acknowledged  as  diplomatic  ministers.  These 
were.  Dr.  Franklin,  Deane,  and  Lee,  with  whom  the  French 
ministry  not  only  made  arrangements  for  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce, (granting,  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
facilities\\hich  had  hitherto  been  enjoyed  by  the  most  favored 

T        -^^    i^^n  nations),  but  also  concluded  a  trcatv  of  close 
Jan.  oO,  1  /78.    ,,•        ' 
'  alliance. 

In  the  American  contest,  the  powers  of  Germany  and  the 
Nf  rth  avoided  all  hostile  inference.  They  were  content  to 
see  Great  Britain  weakening  herself  by  impolicy,  and  blindly 
imjrairing  her  true  interest.  The  emperor,  indeed,  seemed  more 
ii. dined  than  his  mother  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty.     In  a  visit  to  the  French  court,  he  was  treated 
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by  Louis  with  visible  coolness,  arising  from  a  jealousy  of  that 
enterprising  spirit  which  he  was  expected  to  display  after  the 
death  of  Maria  Theresa.  He  returned  to  Vienna  with  an  un- 
favourable opinion  of  the  honour  and  judgment  of  the  French 
cabinet :  but  the  empress  dowager  was  still  intent  on  maintain- 
ing her  favourite  alliance.  The  Prussian  monarch,  desirous  of 
securing  the  amity  of  France,  from  a  conviction  of  the  fragility 
of  his  alliance  with  the  Austrian  princess,  encouraged  rather 
than  checked  the  views  of  that  court  in  behalf  of  the  contending 
provincials. 

The  northern  courts  had  no  inclination  to  relinquish  the  ad- 
vantages of  peace.  Bernstorff  still  governed  Denmark  with 
his  usual  attention  to  the  prosperity  of  the  realm  :  and  the  king 
of  Sweden  did  not  conceive  that  either  his  interest  or  glory  re- 
quired him  to  arm  on  this  occasion.  A  doubt  respecting  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Russian  empress  towards  him,  prompted  that 
prince  to  visit  her  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1777.  He  unex- 
pectedly made  his  appearance  at  Petersburg  ;  discoursed  with 
count  Panin  to  little  purpose  ;  and  did  not,  in  repeated  inter- 
views, obtain  the  confidence  or  conciliate  the  regard  of  Catha- 
rine, who  treated  him,  however,  with  exterior  politeness,  and 
amused  him  with  splendid  festivities.  As  she  wished  to  humble 
him,  she  was  not  pleased  to  find  that  he  had  too  hig!i  a  spirit  to 
be  subservient  to  her  caprice. 

The  empress  had  long  been  employed  in  preparing  a  new 
code  of  laws  ;  and,  of  the  regulations  emanating  from  her  wis- 
dom, and  that  of  her  native  counsellors  and  foreign  correspon- 
dents, many  were  judicious  and  beneficial.  She  rendered  the 
courts  of  judicature  less  dependent  on  the  crown,  and  gave  the 
people  a  better  chance  of  obtaining  speedy  and  impartial  jus- 
tice. She  abolished  (as  did  also  the  kings  of  France  and  Prus- 
sia, and  other  potentates)  the  absurd  and  inhuman  practice  of 
endeavouring  to  draw  confessions  from  supposed  criminals  by 
torture.  New  corporations  were  formed,  with  greater  privileges 
and  immunities  than  had  before  been  allowed  ;  and  the  middle 
class  was  more  distincdy  marked,  and  more  encouraged  in  its 
advances  to  respectability.  The  vassals  of  the  crown  were  gra- 
tified with  an  alleviation  of  their  servitude  ;  and  the  means  of 
enfranchising  the  peasants  were  facilitated.  Schools  were  erected 
for  general  instruction ;  and  particular  care  was  taken  to  render 
the  eleves  of  the  church  more  capable  of  the  due  discharge  of 
their  functions.  Physicians  and  surgeons  were  stationed,  at  the 
expense  of  the  crown,  in  the  different  governments  of  the  em- 
pire ;  and,  while  the  czarina  thus  attended  to  the  health  of  the 
lowest  of  her  subjects,  she  improved  their  situation  by  restrict- 
ing the  tyrannous  authority  of  the  nobles''-^. 

19  The  first  xiai  t  of  die  new  Russiaa  code  appearc!  in  1775  ;  thu  sccnn<!  part  in  178f^. 
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Her  [government  in  that  part  of  Poland  which  she  had  seized, 
was  in  j^eneral  moderate  and  humane  ;  and,  in  the  country 
which  she  and  her  rapacious  confederates  left  to  Stanislaus  and 
the  diet,  she  exercised  her  authority  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
overawe  faction  and  repress  the  licentiousness  of  the  natives  : 
b\it,  if  she  had  sincerely  wished  to  promote  the  happiness  of  the 
Polish  community,  she  would  have  suffered  its  rejjresentaiives 
to  frame  a  new  constitution,  wisely  calculated  for  permanent  be- 
neiir,  and  would  have  sanctioned  it  with  her  cordial  i^uaranty. 

The  Porte,  aw  are  of  her  insatiate  ambition,  watched  her 
conduct  with  susjjicious  anxiety.  Her  encroachments  on  the 
independence  of  the  khan  of  the  Crimea  did  not  escape  notice; 
and  her  endeavours  to  annihilate  the  authority  of  the  Porte 
over  the  princes  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  were  also  ob- 
served by  the  grand  signor  with  disgust  and  indignation.  But 
the  majority  of  the  divan  dissuaded  him  from  a  renewal  of  the 
war  ;  and  the  French  court  also  advised  him  to  abstain  from 
hostilities. 

The  princes  and  states  of  Italy  remained  in  peace,  and  at- 
tended to  the  improvement  of  their  respective  countries.  The 
Swiss  cantons  were  also  tranquil :  nothing  disturbed  the  even 
tenor  of  their  government.  With  this  republic,  in  1777,  the 
French  concluded  a  close  alliance,  in  which  the  Protestant  can- 
tons, who  had  refused  to  enter  into  the  league  of  1715,  were  in- 
cluded. Appenzel  and  Glarus  meanly  consented,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  receive  subsidies  or  pensionsju. 

20  Coxe'3  Travels  ill  Switzerland . 
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Jlistortj  of  Great  Britain  and  its  American  Co/o?nes,  also  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  of  Europe  in  general,  to  the  Death 
of  Maria  Theresa,  in  1780. 

THE  undiscerning  politicians  of  the  British  court  had 
concluded,  that  none  of  the  continental  powers  would  be  in- 
clined to  enter  into  a  war  with  this  country  in  defence  of  the 
oppressed  provincials ;  but  more  penetrating  observers  foresaw, 
that  France  would  not  neglect  so  proiuising  an  opportunity  of 
injuring  an  ancient  enemy,  of  whose  maritime  and  colonial 
power  she  was  particularly  jealous ;  and  it  was  predicted,  that 
even  Spain  would  take  arms  against  Great  Britain,  without 
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sufficiently  adverting  to  the  influence  which  such  conduct  might 
have  on  her  own  remote  dependencies.  His  cathohc  majesty, 
however,  was  not  prepared  to  join  the  most  Christian  king  in 
immediate  hostilities,  but  waited  to  see  the  eftect  of  the  earlier 
exertions  of  the  French. 

The  court  had  received  no  intelligence  of  the  actual  forma- 
tion of  a  confederacy  between  France  and  the  United  States, 
when  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  proposed,  with  a  view  of 
conciliating  the  Americans,  that  the  right  of  raising  a  general 
revenue  should  be  conceded  to  their  assemblies,  and  that  per- 
sons of  rank  and  respectibility  should  be  invested  with  full 
powers  of  negotiation,  calculated  to  render  British  supremacy 
compatible  with  colonial  freedom.  Mr.  Fox  testified  his  appro- 
bation of  these  proposals,  but  apprehended  that  the  period  for 
their  probable  acceptance  had  elapsed.  Bills  for  those  pur- 
poses were  expedited  :  but  the  public  did  not  suppose  that  they 
would  be  effectual.  When  they  had  received  the  royal  assent, 
that  connection  which  they  were  intended  to  prevent,  was  in- 
sultingly announced  by  the  diplomatic  representative  of  Louis; 
and  the  result  was  a  parliamentary  determination  to  provide 
with  spirit  for  the  new  branch  of  the  war. 

Amidst  the  preparations  for  the  extension  of  hostilities,  both 
parties  attentively  observed  the  conduct  of  the  earl  of  Chatham. 
His  prophecy  of  French  interference  was  recollected  ;  his  able 
management  of  a  former  war  could  not  be  forgotten  :  his  at- 
tachment to  the  interests  of  the  Americans  rendered  it  probable 
that  he  might  reclaim  them  to  a  constitutional  dependence  on 
Great  Britain ;  or,  if  his  remonstrances  should  not  avail,  it 
was  concluded  that  the  vigour  of  his  arm  would  more  effectu- 
ally chastise  the  revolters  and  their  arrogant  allies,  than  would 
the  imbecility  of  the  existing  cabinet.  However  strongly  he 
wished  for  colonial  liberty,  he  was  disgusted  at  the  claim  of  in- 
dependence. To  counteract  the  suggestions  of  those  members 
of  the  Rockingham  party  who  were  inclined  to  admit  this  claim, 
he  suffered  himself  to  be  conducted  to  the  house  of  lords,  at  a 
time  when  a  due  attention  to  his  health  would  rather  have  con- 
fined him  to  his  apartment.  He  spoke  with  animation  upon  a 
subject  which  interested  his  feelings,  and  indignantly  reprobated 
the  idea  of  surrendering  the  rights  of  his  country.  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  trusted,  still  had  the  means  of  supporting  those  rights  : 
and  none  but  cowards  and  traitors  would  refuse  to  act  in  sucls 
a  cause.  A  fit  prevetited  his  farther  exertions  :  he  was  convey- 
ed to  his  house,  and  died  within  five  weeks  from  this  alarming 
attack.  Posthumous  honours  were  voted  by  the  parliament : 
and  the  pension  which  had  been  settled  upon  him  was  augment- 
ed, for  the  benefit  of  his  successors  in  the  peerage. 

The  peer  whose  memory  was  thus  honoured,  certainly  deser- 
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ved  the  admiration  of  his  contemporaries,  and  his  fame  u  ill  be 
transmitted  to  the  latest  posterity.  His  mind  was  penetrating 
and  comprehensive  :  he  had  a  stron_8;  head,  a  bold  heart,  and  a 
vigorous  hand.  He  examined  an  object  with  the  eye  of  genius; 
and,  soaring  above  trivialities,  collected  its  chief  features  into 
one  view.  When  he  had  formed  his  plan,  no  dangers  or  diffi- 
culties could  deter  or  discourage  him  :  he  resolutely  persevered 
to  its  accomplishment.  He  called  forth  all  the  resources  of  the 
country,  all  the  energies  and  talents  of  the  people.  He  selected 
able  instruments  for  the  execution  of  his  schemes,  and  inspired 
the  agents  with  his  own  vigor.  His  commanding  and  decisive 
character  acquired  an  influence  with  hereditary  connections 
and  family  interest  could  not  have  secured.  He  overawed  the 
aristocracy,  guided  the  democracy,  and  seemed  to  subdue  even 
the  animosities  of  party.  He  humbled  the  house  of  Bourbon, 
and  raised  to  an  extraordinary  height  the  glory  of  Britain. 

His  eloquence  was  of  a  bold  and  elevated  species.  It  warmed, 
animated,  and  transported,  the  hearers;  expressing,  with  ease 
and  dignity,  lofty  sentiments  and  noble  thoughts.  Deliberate 
reasoning,  or  regular  argumentation,  did  not  frequentlv  occur 
in  his  speeches  :  they  were  more  splendid  than  logical,  more 
specious  than  convincing.  He  was  not  a  man  of  deep  learning: 
yet  he  had  some  classical  knowledge,  and  a  taste  for  elegant  li- 
terature. I(  hehad  cultivated  poetry  wiih  diligence,  he  would 
probably  have  excelled  in  it:  but  he  only  made  slight  attempts 
in  that  pleasing  branch  of  composition. 

Both  in  private  and  public  life,  he  was  regardless  of  economy, 
which  he  seemed  to  consider  as  an  unnecessary  virtue.  If  he 
had  practised  it,  he  v\  ould  not,  perhaps,  have  contested  with  an 
injured  famih  the  possession  of  an  estate  be(|ueathed  to  him  by 
one  of  his  political  admirers.  He  did  not  embezzle  the  na- 
tional treasure  ;  boasting,  u  ith  truth,  that  it  did  not  stick  to  his 
hands.  He  was  justly  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  a  patriot ; 
but  he  ne[>lected  the  opportunity  of  supplying  some  obvious  de- 
ficiencies in  the  bill  of  rights,  and  of  establishing  the  liberties 
of  the  people  on  a  broader  basis  than  that  on  which  they  stood 
at  the  com  mencement  of  his  administration. 

The  court  agreed  with  the  earl  in  his  re])iignance  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  American  independence,  and  in  his  willingness 
to  n^.eet  all  the  dangers  of  a  war  with  the  house  of  Bourbon.  A 
res])ectable  fleet  was  sent  to  cruise  in  the  channel,  under  the 
command  of  Keppel,  who  was  selected  from  the  ranks  of  oppo- 
sition ;  and  the  public  expected  to  be  gratified  with  the  intelli- 
,  ,  £^„  gence  of  victory.  The  result,  however,  of  an  engage- 
•  ment  off"  the  isle  ofUshant,  did  not  prove  very  fortunate. 

The  French,  indeed,  had  the  superiority  of  number;  but  the  En- 
glish admiral  might,  in  all  probability,  have  signally  triumphed, 
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if  his  own  negligence,  and  the  disobedience  of  sir  Hugh  Palliser, 
had  not  given  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  escape.  Yet  the  ac- 
tion had  one  good  effect ;  for  the  retreat  of  the  French  to  their 
own  coast  secured  some  valuable  fleets  from  capture. 

The  dissension  between  Keppel  and  Palliser,  and  the  zeal  of 
their  respective  partisans,  led  to  the  trial  of  those  officers.  The 
former  was  absolved  from  all  delinquency  by  the  unanimous 
verdict  of  a  court  martial.  The  latter  was  acquitted  of  actual 
guilt ;  but  his  judges  censured  him  for  not  apprising  the  admi- 
ral of  those  circumstances  of  naval  damage  v/hich  had  induced 
him  to  disregard  the  signal  "  for  coming  into  the  Victorv's 
wake."  Sir  Hugh  seems  to  have  followed  the  example  of  Les- 
tock  ;  while  Kej:)pel,  though  his  courage  was  unquestionable, 
did  not  act  uith  the  ardent  spirit  of  Matthews'. 

The  British  cause,  in  North  America,  was  supported  by  a 
new  commander  in  chief.  Sir  William  Howe  having  requested 
to  be  recalled,  sir  Henry  Clinton,  an  officer  of  reputation,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  him.  The  retreat  of  the  gallant  knight  of 
the  Bath  was  honoured  by  a  miscliianza  (so  called  from  its  be- 
ing a  miscellaneous /'('/'<:',)  given  at  Philadelphia  by  his  chief 
officers,  who  admired  his  military  talents,  and  were  pleased 
with  his  personal  character.  The  first  step  of  the  neu  general 
was  the  dereliction  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  city  he  con- 
ducted the  army  to  Nev\/'-York.  Washington  was  unwilling  to 
attack  him,  from  an  apprehension  of  being  drawn  into  a  general 
engagement:  but,  when  an  opportunity  of  harassing  the  troops 
in  their  retreat  seemed  to  be  offered,  he  ordered  an  assault  to 
be  made,  near  the  court-house  in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  up- 
on the  division  which  protected  the  baggage.  The  attack  Vv'as 
repelled  ;  and  the  American  cavalry  were  also  routed.  The  ap- 
proach of  Washington,  and  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  wea- 
ther, checked  the  efforts  of  the  British  troops.  No  farther  moles- 
tation was  suffered  by  the  army,  in  its  progress  to  New- York. 

The  reduction  of  Rhode  Island  being  one  of  the  chief  objects 
of  the  provincial  campaign,  general  Sullivan  invested  Newport 
with  about  ten  thousand  men ;  and  the  count  d'Estaing  seemed 
ready  to  assist  him.  This  commander,  with  a  fleet  considera- 
bly superior  to  that  of  lord  Howe,  had  not  sufficient  spirit  to 
attack  the  admiral  in  the  port  of  New- York  ;  and,  when  the 
latter  with  an  augmented  squadron,  had  reached  Rhode  Island, 
a  tempest  prevented  an  engagement.  The  damaged  French 
fleet  then  retiring  to  Boston,  the  discouraged  republicans  de- 
sisted from  the  siege,  and  quitted  the  island. 

D'Estaing  expected  to  meet  with  great  success  in  the  West 
Indies.     Dominica  was  taken  without  his  assistance  in  the  en- 

]  See  Part  II.  Letlcr  XXVU. 
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terprise  ;  and  he  was  preparing  for  the  reduction  of  some  other 
islands,  when  he  was  informed  that  St.  LiirJ.i  >\  as  in  danger. 
Both  as  an  admiral  and  a  general,  he  was  baffled  in  reiterated 
attempts  for  the  preservation  of  that  island. 

The  congress  had  hitherto  little  reason  to  exult  in  the  fruits 
of  its  alliance  with  the  French  :  yet,  as  the  cause  was  not  in- 
jured, the  people  cherished  the  hope  of  the  establishment  of  the 
republic.  The  prevailing  zeal  for  independence  frustrated  that 
negotiation  which  the  earl  of  Carlisle  and  his  fellow  commission- 
ers had  endeavoured  to  promote.  In  answer  to  a  letter,  promis- 
ing "  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  privilege  short  of  a 
total  sepi'iration  of  interest,"  and  stating  the  obvious  superiori- 
ty of  "a  firm,  free,  and  perpetual  coalition  with  the  parent 
state,  to  an  insincere  and  unnatural  foreign  alliance,"  the  con- 
gress expressed  a  desire  of  peace,  *' notwithstanding  the  unjust 
claims  from  which  the  war  originated,  and  the  savage  maiuwr 
in  which  it  had  been  conducted^"  but  signified  a  determined 
intention  of  maintaining  the  independence  of  the  confederate 
states.  A  reconciliation  on  such  terms  not  being  the  wish  of  the 
court,  the  commissioners  declared,  that  the  members  of  the  con- 
gress were  res])onsible  to  the  world  and  to  God  for  all  the  mi- 
series which  might  result  from  the  continuance  of  the  war;  and, 
leaving  forty  days  to  the  provincials  for  the  acceptance  of  re- 
newed offers,  and  menacing  them,  in  case  of  refusal,  w'ith  the 
desolation  of  their  country,  they  returned  to  England  with  feel- 
ings of  wounded  pride  and  indignant  wrath. 

During  this  indecisive  campaign  in  North  America,  a  war 
broke  out  in  the  heart  of  Europe.  The  death  of  Maximilian 
Joseph,  elector  of  Bavaria^,  had  extinguished  the  male  line  of 
his  family  ;  but  a  lawful  successor  was  found  in  the  person  of 
Charles  Theodore,  elector  Palatine,  a  collateral  relative  of  the 
defunct  prince.  The  emperor,  thirsting  for  territorial  acquisi- 
tion, pretended  that  the  house  of  Austria  might  jusdy  claim  the 
inheritance  of  Lower  Bavaria,  on  the  foundation  of  duke  Al- 
bert's right,  which  had  been  confirmed  by  the  emperor  Sigis- 
mund;  that  various  parts  of  the  Upper  Palatinate,  considered 
as  fiefs  of  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia,  ought  to  revert  to  that 
crown  ;  and  that  some  other  possessions  of  the  late  elector  had 
legally  devolved  to  the  empire.  Trusting  to  the  terrific  influ- 
ence of  a  numerous  and  well-disciplined  army,  the  rapacious 
Joseph  urged  his  unjust  claims  ;  and  the  new  elector  was  so 

2  Farther  proofs  of  the  justruss  of  tliis  imputation  Appeared  (after  the  date  of  this  an- 
swer) in  tho  sur[)risMl  mid  luussacre  of  a  conip-.iny  of  Baylor's  light  horse  by  major-general 
Krey,  andof  I'uhihki's  light  infantry  by  captain  I'atrick  Ferguson.  Dr.  Bisset  si*ys,  on  this 
occasion — '  It  does  not  appear  that  any  act  was  commitleil  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of 
■war  :"  but  i(  tnay  more  justly  be  obseived,  that  tlie  laws  of  open  and  honourable  war  con- 
demn such  wanton  c^u^lti''s.  These  airociiics  had  no  eff  ct  ii.  subchiing  the  general  re- 
sistance of  the  pi^vincials,  whose  keen  rescnlmont  whs  mflamed  by  the  barbarity  of  lUcir 
enemies.  3  Deceinbei  30,  1777. 
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unwilling  to  engage  in  a  war,  that  he  signed  a  convention  to 
secure  a  continuance  of  peace.  Regardless  of  his  own  rii^hts 
and  those  of  his  presumptive  heir,  (the  duke  of  Deux  Fonts,)  he 
consented  to  a  surrender  of  the  territories  so  arrogantly  de- 
manded, and  left  an  opening  for  farther  claims.  The  duke  was 
on  the  point  of  ratifying  this  agreement;  but  he  was  dissuaded 
from  the  mean  compliance  by  the  remonstrances  of  the  king  of 
Prussia,  who  resolved  to  support  with  vigour  the  constitution 
of  the  empire,  and  prevent  the  success  of  flagrant  usurpations*. 

After  an  interchange  of  notes  between  the  courts  of  Vienna- 
and  Berlin,  Frederic,' alarmed  at  the  ambition  of  the  emj)eror, 
began  to  put  his  troops  in  motion.  The  command  of  one  great 
army  he  gave  to  prince  Henry,  of  another  he  assumed  the  per* 
sonal  direction.  While  he  was  in  his  camp,  several  letters 
passed  between  him  and  Joseph  ;  and,  when  he  found  that  this 
prince,  in  affecting  to  treat,  wished  to  gain  time  for  assembling 
his  forces,  he  insisted  on  an  immediate  dereliction  of  all  claims 
upon  the  Bavarian  succession.  The  negotiation  being  broken 
off,  the  opposite  armies  prepared  for  action.  The  king  invaded 
Bohemia,  and  threatened  the  very  strong  post  of  the  enemy  be- 
tween Konigingratz  and  Jaromirz  ;  and,  as  the  emperor  was 
unwilling  to  weaken  his  main  army,  marechal  Laudohn  was 
not  enabled  to  oppose  the  career  of  prince  Henry,  who,  leaving 
general  Platen  to  cover  Dresden,  advanced  toward  the  Bohe- 
main  confiiies,  seized  various  posts,  and  captured  1400  men, 
Laudohn  then  abandoned  Leutmeritz  to  Platen,  who  pushed 
his  vanguard  to  the  vicinity  of  Prague,  and  filled  that  capital 
with  consternation*. 

A  renewal  of  negotiation  now  arose  from  the  apprehensions 
ef  Maria  Theresa  for  the  safety  of  her  son.  She  sent  baroa 
Thugut  to  the  king,  proposing  a  speedy  settlement  of  all  dis- 
putes ;  but  he  vvould  not  agree  to  her  terms.  Joseph  ventured 
to  reprimand  her  for  soliciting  peace,  and  was  encouraged  by 
prince  Kaunitz  to  assume  a  high  and  imperious  tone.  Yet  he 
was  so  overawed  by  the  military  fame  of  his  great  opponent, 
that  he  resolved  to  stand  on  the  defensive,  and  submit  to  the  in- 
sults of  the  foe,  rather  than  risk  a  general  engagement. 

Having  discovered  the  weakest  part  of  the  imperial  entrench- 
ments, the  king  hoped  to  force  a  passage  over  the  Elbe,  and,  by 
a  junction  with  his  brother,  to  menace  Joseph  both  in  flank  and 
rear,  so  as  to  reduce  him  to  the  necessity  either  of  fighting,  or 
quitting  his  post  for  a  less  secure  station.  With  this  view,  he 
advanced  toward  Hohenelbe;  but,  when  the  Austrians,  suspect- 
ing his  intention,  had  posted  themselves  in  great  force  on  the 
neighbouring  hills,  it  became  expedient  to  relinquish  the  scheme. 

4  ffinvres  iiostlinnies  du  roi  de  Prusse. 

5  ffi'ivrcs  fiii  iiicme  autettr. — Qoxe's  History  of  the  House  nf  Austria. 
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His  troops  then  foraged  the  country,  without  the  least  molesta- 
tion from  those  of  the  emperor ;  but,  when  he  had  commenced 
his  retreat,  some  of  his  divisions,  particularly  that  which  was 
conducted  by  the  heir  of  his  crown,  were  occasionally  harass- 
ed. Tiie  prince  defended  himself  so  as  to  obtain  the  approba- 
tion of  his  uncle  ;  and  the  whole  army  took  post  in  Silesia  for 
the  winter". 

The  czarina,  being  involved  in  disputes  with  the  grand  signor, 
did  not  take  a  direct  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  empire,  before  the 
French  and  Prussian  courts  had  prevailed  on  the  Porte  to  re- 
n,.      ^.    ,  YYQ  s^o^"^  some  ships  which  had  been  seized  at  the 

'  ■  ^  '  'Dardanelles,  and  acknowledge  the  khan  of  the 

Crimea,  to  whom  Catharine  has  promised  her  support.  She 
then,  by  her  ambassadors  at  Vienna  and  Ratisbon,  requested 
that  all  schemes  of  imperial  usurpation  might  be  renounced,  as 
she  would  otherwise  act  with  vigor  in  support  of  her  Prussian 
ally,  and  for  the  restoration  of  the  tranquility  of  Germany. 
Prince  Repnin  was  ordered  to  keep  his  army  in  readiness  for 
marching  ;  but  he  soon  made  his  appearance  at  Teschen  as  a 
negotiator,  when  Maria  Theresa  had  solicited  the  mediation  of 
A 4.  ,  ^q  Russia,  in  concert  with  France.  A  treaty  was  con- 
^  *  eluded,  after  delays  arising  from  the  reluctance  of  Jo- 
seph. It  was  stipulated  that  the  territory  of  Burghausen  should 
be  ceded  to  the  house  of  Austria  ;  that  all  claims  upon  other 
parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  late  Bavarian  prince  should  be  re- 
nounced ;  that  the  Saxon  elector  should  receive  from  the  court 
of  Vienna  six  millions  of  florins,  as  a  compensation  for  his 
claims ;  and  Frederic's  right  of  eventual  succession  to  the  mar- 
quisates  of  Anspach  and  Bareuth  should  be  recognised^ 

By  this  treaty  the  house  of  Austria  profited,  but  in  a  much 
less  considerable  degree  than  Joseph  wished.  He  had  flattered 
himself  with  a  hope  of  the  connivance,  if  not  the  support,  of 
France  ;  but  that  court,  on  the  contrary,  seemed  more  desirous 
of  clipping  his  \\  ings,  than  disposed  to  encourage  his  flight. 
What  he  obtained,  he  derived  from  the  influence  of  his  sister. 
Few  had  sujjposed  that  the  king  of  Spain  would  long  remain 
neutral  in  the  American  contest.  After  the  French  ambassador 
had  avowed  the  connexions  formed  beween  his  court  and  the 
United  States,  the  Spanish  resident  in  London  disclaimed  all 
concern  in  those  negotiations,  and  asserted  his  sovereign's  reso- 

C  Mr.  AVraxall  speHks  highly  of  the  skill  with  which  the  retreat  of  Frederic  was  conrliicl- 
ed  -'Evi-ry  inuvciiKiit  (li<  siJys)  was  niuilc  wiili  tlie  accuracy  of  machiuory,  unaccompa- 
nii'd  by  hurry,  enibai-rassment,  or  ccmfiisio'i."  The  king's  brother  also  evinced  skill  and 
Jiidgnieiii  in  retiring  out  ot  Bohemia,  with  little  molestaiioii  from  Laudohn,  who,  indeed, 
had  a>.  opportunity  ol  attacking  hiiii,  but  was  prevented  by  the  caution  or  military  in^xpe- 
rienci:  ot  Joseph. 

7  Gillies'  view  of  the  reign  of  Frederic,  chap.  7. 
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lution  of  preserving  peace,  with  this  proviso,  that  such  forbear- 
ance should  not  impair  the  dignity  or  the  rights  of  his  crown,  or 
prevent  him  from  affording  that  protection  which  his  people,  in- 
jured at  sea  and  in  his  colonies  by  the  subjects  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, might  justly  claim.     As  lord  Weymouth  seemed  to  insi- 
nuate a  desire  of  the  mediation  of  Spain  between  the  contending 
monarchs,  the  resident  was  ordered  to  demand  an  unequivocal 
intimation  of  such  a  wish,  and  of  the  points  which  would  be 
brought  forward  as  the  basis  of  a  negotiation.    The  mediation, 
when  it  was  offered,  was  not  rejected  ;  but  its  sole  fruit  was  the 
proposal  of  a  truce  with  France,  and  with  the  colonies,  in  a 
mode  which  favoured  the  high  pretensions  of  the  latter.    This 
proposition  being  deemed  too  inconciliatory,  his  catholic  majesty 
ceased  to  mediate ;  and,  throwing  off*  the  mask,  directed  the 
marquis  d'Almadovar  to  announce  hostile  intentions.  The  am- 
bassador's memorial  stated,  that  the  British  cabinet,  instead  of 
granting  redress  for  foriner  injuries  and  ordering  a  discontinu- 
ance of  encroachments,  had  suffered  many  recent  additions  to 
be  made  to  those  grounds  of  complaint ;  and  that  the  king  of 
Spain  was  thus  reduced  to  the  "  disagreeable  necessity  of 
making  use  of  all  the  means  intrusted  to  him  by  the  Almighty, 
to  obtain  that  justice  which  he  had  long  solicited  without  ef- 
fect." Letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  were  now  issued  against 
the  Spaniards  ;  who,  on  their  part,  were  not  slow  in  naval  pre- 
parations. 

The  debates  of  the  parliament,  in  this  session,  were  very  spi- 
rited ;  and  various  attempts  were  made  by  the  leaders  of  oppo- 
sition to  procure  votes  of  censure  against  lord  North  and  his 
chief  associates.  The  conduct  of  the  war  was  arraigned  in  the 
most  severe  and  pointed  terms  ;  and  inquiries  were  instituted 
on  the  subject;  but  the  influence  of  the  court  baffled  the  utility 
of  investigation  ;  and  mismanagement,  error,  and  absurdity, 
continued  to  prevail. 

Some  of  the  ministers  still  thought  that  the  x'\merjcans  might 
be  subdued  or  reclaimed:  but  the  prudent  and  cautious  Wash- 
ington still  maintained  his  ground,  and  increased  his  reputation 
for  defensive  ability.  He  was  aware  of  the  serious  mischief,  if 
not  ruinous  effect,  with  which  a  general  trial  of  strength  might 
be  attended;  and  therefore,  suffered  the  king's  troops  to  seize 
different  posts,  ravage  the  country,  and  destroy  ships  and  stores. 
He  re-took  Stony  Point  by  the  medium  of  Wayne,  a  brave  and 
skilful  officer ;  but  at  Fort  La  Fayette  and  Paulus  Hook,  the 
Americans  were  less  successful;  nor  could  they  prevent  the  re- 
duction of  Georgia.  That  province  had  been  invaded  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  its  chief  towns  seized  ;  but  an  invasion  of 
South  Carolina  by  the  troops  wh.icli  had  been  so  far  successful, 
was  not  equally  prosperous. 
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The  French  were  wholly  inactive  in  the  West  Indies  during 
the  spring ;  but,  in  the  summer,  M.  d'Estaing  emerged  from  his 
secure  retreat  at  Fort  Royal.  He  first  sent  a  small  armament 
to  reduce  the  isle  of  St.  Vincent,  \'  hich  was  given  up  without  a 
blou  by  Mr.  Valentine  Morris,  who  had  shown  himself  an  ac- 
tive and  useful  governor  in  time  of  peace,  but  did  not  shine  as  a 
military  defender  of  the  colony:  alleging,  in  vindication  of  his 
conduct,  that  the  people  were  unwilling  to  assist,  that  the  Ca- 
ribbs  were  hostile,  and  the  garrison  weak.  The  French  admi- 
ral then  sailed  with  a  powerful  fleet  and  army  to  Grenada,  which 
lord  Macartney  in  vain  defended.  Tobago  would,  perhaps,  have 
been  quickly  added  to  these  conquests,  if  admiral  Byron  had  not 
encountered  d'Estaing,  and  cooled  his  ardor.  The  former  could 
not  make  the  action  so  general  as  he  wished  ;  but,  in  some  of 
his  ships,  the  guns  were  so  well  served,  that  2500  of  the  eneiny 
are  supposed  to  have  been  killed  or  wounded.  The  French 
commander,  though  he  claimed  the  victory,  did  not  venture  to 
attack  any  of  our  remaining  islands,  but  retired  to  Cape  Fran- 
(^ois.  When  he  re-appeared,  his  course  was  directed  to  the 
northward;  and,  in  his  way  to  the  American  continent,  he  cap- 
tured a  ship  of  fifty  guns  and  three  frigates.  Arriving  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Savannah,  he  led  an  army  toward  the  town 
of  that  name  ;  but  all  his  exertions,  even  with  the  co-operation 
of  a  provincial  force  under  Lincoln,  a  respectable  general,  were 
insufficient  to  ensure  success.  The  town  had  been  strengthen- 
ed by  the  skill  of  major  Moncrieff,  and  was  gallantly  defended 
by  general  Prevost,  who  repelled  a  fierce  assault  with  decisive 
vigor.  The  Polish  count  Pulaski  fell  on  this  occasion  ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  British  general  lost  colonel  Maitland,  not 
indeed  by  the  sword,  but  by  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate.  This 
officer  had  recently  distinguished  himself  by  maintaining  an  in- 
sular post,  in  South  Carolina,  against  an  extraordinary  superi- 
ty  of  number. 

The  efforts  of  the  Spaniards,  in  the  western  hemisphere,  are 
scarcely  worthy  of  mention.  An  irruption  into  the  province  of 
West  Florida  had  litde  effect ;  and  the  garrison  of  Fort  Omoa, 
near  the  bay  ol  Honduras,  suffered  a  small  party  of  English  to 
take  the  place  by  assault ;  but  it  was  soon  abandoned  by  the 
captors. 

A  formidable  Spanish  fleet,  joined  by  an  inferior  number  of 
French  ships,  rode  for  some  weeks  triumphant  in  the  English 
channel.  The  British  fleet  under  Hardy,  not  exceeding  thirty- 
six  sail  of  the  line,  could  not  cope  with  sixty-six.  Plymouth 
was  insulted,  and  seemed  to  be  endangered;  but  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  people  did  not  produce  despondency. 

After  Spain  had  thus  entered  into  the  war,  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty applied  to  the  states-general  of  the  United  Provinces  for 
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that  assistance  which  they  were  bound  (by  the  treaty  of  1678,) 
to  afford.  No  attention  was  paid  to  the  demand ;  for  the  Dutch, 
jealous  of  British  superiority,  and  desirous  of  profiting  by  the 
American  trade,  were  more  inclined  to  assist  than  attack  either 
the  revolted  provincials  or  the  foreign  enemies  of  this  cou'itry. 
Engelbert  van  Berkel,  pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  was  at  the 
head  of  the  party  which  opposed  the  stadt-holder  ;  and  he  had 
alreadv  formed  commercial  enq-ao-ements  with  the  conQ-ress,  in- 
consistent  with  the  British  alliance.  But  this  negotiation  had 
not  yet  been  discovered  by  our  ministers,  who,  therefore,  mere- 
ly remonstrated  against  occasional  instances  of  clandestine  traf- 
fic, and  the  neglect  of  former  stipulations. 

In  the  ensuing  parliamentary  session,  the  complaints  of  minis- 
terial misconduct  were  loud  and  vehement ;  and  it  was  affirmed 
that,  as  folly  and  ignorance  alone  could  not  have  occasioned 
such  mischief  and  disgrace,  a  suspicion  of  treachery  might 
justly  arise ;  a  charge  which  lord  North  repelled  with  more  than 
usual  emotion.  The  most  remarkable  occurrences  of  the  ses- 
sion were  .the  adjustment  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  the  at- 
tempts to  restrain  the  influence  of  the  crown. 

The  Irish  had  for  many  years  been  discontented ;  and  a  nu- 
merous body  of  armed  volunteers  now  demanded  a  free  trade  and 
an  independent  parliament.  The  British  legislature  thought 
proper  to  accede,  in  a  general  view,  to  the  former  demand ;  but 
the  latter  requisition  was  not  at  this  time  granted. 

The  presentation  of  petitions  from  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  led  to  the  discussion  of  the  question  ^*  • 
of  influence.  Public  economy,  which  the  same  petitions  strong- 
ly recommended,  was  also  the  subject  of  repeated  debates.  The 
commons  voted',  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  had  increased ;  was  still  increasing,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  diminished.  This  result  of  the  debate  was 
considered  as  a  great  victory  on  the  part  of  opposition ;  but  the 
arts  of  courtly  emissaries  were  exercised  with  such  assiduity 
and  effect,  that  the  ministry  re-obtained  a  superiority  of  votes, 
and  frustrated  the  views  of  the  popular  party.  The  efforts  of 
Mr.  Burke  to  procure  the  suppression  of  various  offices  which 
only  served  to  extend  the  royal  influence,  were  in  vain  support- 
ed bv  the  charms  of  oratory.  His  bills  of  reform  were  reject- 
ed ;  and  the  wishes  of  the  greater  part  of  the  nation  were  con- 
temptuously disregarded. 

Some  of  the  leaders  of  the  anti-ministerial  phalanx  were  sus- 
pected, but  very  unjustly,  of  promotingthe  mischievous  and  dis- 
graceful riots  which  arose  from  fanaticism  and  intolerance.  Two 
years  before,  the  parliament  had  unanimously  agreed  to  a  bill 
calculated  for  the  gratification  of  the  catholics  of  England  and 

8  By  a  majority  of  18.    The  numbers  being  233  and  215, 
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Wales,  wlio,  on  abjuring  the  temporol  jurisdiction  of  the  pope, 
denyini^  the  claim  of  the  pretender,  and  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  reigning  prince,  were  permitted  to  exercise  their 
religious  functions,  keep  schools  for  their  youth  and  inherit  or 
acquire  lands'.  The  report  of  an  intention  of  granting  the 
same  relief  to  the  Scottish  catholics,  gave  such  disgust  to  many 
of  the  devotees  of  the  kirk,  that  they  instigated  the  rabble  of 
Edinburgh  to  destroy  the  habitations  of  the  votaries  of  the  Ro- 
mish faith.  Associations  were  formed  in  the  chief  towns  of 
North  Britain  for  the  protection  of  the  protestant  religion  ;  and 
lord  George  Gordon,  who  had  formerly  served  in  the  navy,  and 
had  lately  exposed  himself  in  parliament  by  absurd  and  violent 
speeches,  became  president  of  the  bigoted  confederacy.  A  pro- 
testant association  was  also  organised  in  England ;  and  this 
wild  zealot  was  suffered  to  direct  its  proceedings.  A  petition 
being  framed  at  one  of  the  meetings  for  the  repeal  of  the  late 
J  ^  bill,  an  immense  multitude  repaired  with  it  to  the 
^'  house  of  commons  :  and,  at  night,  the  impatient  rabble 
set  fire  to  the  chapel  of  the  Sardinian  ambassador.  This  was 
merely  the  beginning  of  mischief.  For  several  days,  the  most 
alarming  outrages  convulsed  the  city.  As  first,  the  panic- 
stricken  magistrates  neglected  that  military  aid  which  they 
might  legally  have  demanded ;  but  they  were  at  length  convinced 
of  its  necessity.  iMany  chapels  and  houses  of  catholics,  the  ha- 
bitations of  the  chief  justice  Mansfield,  and  of  inferior  magis- 
trates, and  the  chief  places  of  imprisonment,  were  burned  by 
the  ferocious  mob.  To  prevent  farther  devastation,  the  sol- 
diery were  authorised  by  the  privy  council  to  lire,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  formality  of  reading  the  act  against  riots,  or  for  an 
order  from  the  civil  power.  Above  three  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
sons are  supposed  to  have  lost  their  lives  before  the  riots  were 
suppressed  ;  lout  not  all  of  these  were  shot ;  for  many  died  in  a 
state  of  intoxication  at  the  destruction  of  the  two  houses  of  Lang- 
dale,  a  catholic  distiller :  and  some  were  overwhelmed  by  ruins 
in  diti'erent  parts  of  the  city.  Twenty-nine  of  the  rioters  after- 
wards suffered  death  in  a  more  regular  mode,  in  consequence 
of  the  verdicts  of  juries.  Lord  George  Gordon  was  also  tried  : 
but,  for  want  of  legal  evidence  of  his  having  encouraged  the 
atrocities  of  the  mob,  he  was  acfjuitted.  If  he  had  been  found 
Sfuiltv,  he  would  have  died  unlamented. 

9  Ml".  Unrke,  speaking;  of  the  generwl  assent  given  to  the  bill,  says,  "  With  this  mover 
(sir  (Tfi)ig;<'  Saville)  and  this  seconder  (Mr.  Durming)  agi-eecl  the  whole  houst-  of  commons, 
ihe  wliole  house  of  lords,  the  whole  hench  of  bishops,  the  king,  the  ministry,  the  O|)position, 
all  the  distinguished  clergy  of  the  estnblishnicnt,  all  the  eminent  lights  (I'nr  they  were  con- 
sulted) <ii  thi-  dissenting;  chur'<'hes.  This  according;  voice  of  nationul  wisdom  ourIiI  to  be  lis- 
tened to  »i;h  reverence."  The  citizens  of  Bristol,  whom  the  orator  thus  addressed,  were 
nnt  sndicieiitly  liberal  to  appreciate  the  wistlom  or  admit  the  expeiliency  of  the  mcHSure  ; 
and,  partly  on  tiiis  aceonnt,  and  |]:irlly  from  disgust  at  his  favouring  the  trade  of  Ireland,  re- 
fused to  rt-elecl  Mr.  T.urkc  tur  ihjir  representative. 
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These  riots,  exaggerated  aiforeign  courts,  made  an  impression 
unfavorable  to  the  wishes  of  tiie  British  sovereign,  who  hearing 
that  the  king  and  i)eople  of  Spain  were  inclined  to  peace,  had 
employed  Hu^sey,  an  Irish  cailujlic,  in  the  promotion  of  a  sepa- 
rate treaty  with  that  nation.  Mr,  Cumberland,  the  dramatist, 
was  deputed  to  Madrid  for  the  ^ame  purpose  ;  but,  before  he 
entered  Spain,  he  was  directed  to  inquire  whether  his  catho- 
lic majesty  was  disposed  to  insist  on  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar. 
Finding  that  this  point  was  not  to  be  brought  forward  as  an  es- 
sential preliminary  to  negotiation,  he  presented  himself  to  the 
Spanish  court ;  and  the  treaty  (he  says)  "  was  in  shape,"  when 
the  magnified  account  of  the  riots  reached  Spain.  The  count 
de  Florida  Blanca  then  hinted,  that  it  was  not  safe  or  honorable 
to  treat  with  a  government  so  unsettled  and  unpopular,  or  with 
a  people  so  bigoted  and  prejudiced;  and  he  was  more  inclined  to 
listen  to  the  insinuations  of  the  count  d'Estain,  who  promised 
that  the  French  would  cordially  assist  in  the  reduction  of  Gib- 
raltar. The  negociation,  however,  w'as  not  immediately  dis- 
continued, though  it  was  generally  supposed  that  it  would  not 
be  successfuP". 

The  war,  in  the  mean  time,  raged  both  by  sea  and  land,  in 
the  East  and  in  the  West.  In  1778,  not  only  the  inferior  setde- 
ments  of  the  French  in  India  had  been  reduced,  butPondicherri 
also  was  obliged  to  surrender.  In  the  same  year,  the  India 
company  carried  on  a  new  war  against  the  Mahrattas.  A 
treaty  soon  followed;  but  it  was  quickly  violated;  and  consider- 
able success  attended  the  subsequent  hostilities  of  the  English 
and  sepoys.  The  Mahrattas,  however,  were  dissuaded  by  Hy- 
der  AUi  from  the  meanness  of  suing  for  peace  ;  and  that  enter- 
prising chieftain,  desirous  of  checking  the  encroachments  of  the 
company,  declared  himself  a  friend  to  all  the  native  powers  that 
would  oppose  the  ambitious  intruders.  Having  ravaged  the 
Carnatic,  he  hoped  to  overpower  the  small  army  by  which  it 
was  defended.  With  a  great  multitude,  particularly  of  cavalry, 
Tippoo  engaged  Baillie,  but  disgraced  himself  by  retreating. 
Both  the  father  and  the  son,  soon  after,  encountered  Baillie  and 
Fletcher,  and,  not  without  great  difficulty,  slew  or  g^  ^^ 
captured  the  whole  force  commanded  by  those  gallant  ^ 
officers.  As  the  company's  troops  contended  against  ten  times 
their  numbei  '^.jove  two  thousand  five  hundred  were  left  dead 
upon  the  field. 

In  the  West,  the  conquest  of  a  considerable  town  gratified  the 
promoters  of  the  war.  The  siege  of  Charleston  was  formed  in 
the  spring  by  general  Clinton  and  admiral  Arbuthnot.  The 
place  was  strong  by  its  natural  situation  and  by  artificial  works  : 

10  Memoii'S  of  Richard  Cumbeiland,  written  by  liiiixself. 

Vol.  V.  R 
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and  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  might  have  been  defended  by  a 
squadron  ;  but  that  object  was  unaccountably  neglected. 

The  approaches  were  made  in  a  scientific  manner,  under  the 
eye  of  Moncrieff :  the  batteries  played  with  vigor  and  efficacy; 
and,  the  communication  of  the  garrison  Avith  the  country  by 
means  of  Cooper's  river  being  at  length  precluded,  a  general 
assault  was  threatened,  w  hich  the  Americans  averted  by  capi- 
tulation. The  siege  was  not  very  destructive,  only  seventy 
six  of  the  English  and  Germans  being  killed,  and  eighty  nine 
of  the  provincials,  from  the  1st  of  Aj)ril  (w  hen  the  troops  first 
broke  ground)  to  the  12th  of  May,  when  major-general  Leslie 
took  possession  of  the  toun'^* 

Three  detachments  were  now  sent  to  complete  the  reduction 
of  South  Carolina.  Two  of  these  bodies  easily  tranquillised  the 
districts  into  which  they  marched  ;  and  the  third  routed  colonel 
Burford,  after  a  short  but  fierce  engagement.  A  more  important 
.  .  -  conflict  occurred  near  the  town  of  Camden,  where  earl 
°*  ■  Cornwallisand  lord  Rawdon  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  alertness,  zeal  and  courage.  With  about  2000  men, 
those  officers  engaged  5000  ;  but  only  a  part  of  the  latter  force 
displayed  the  energy  of  disciplined  combatants.  In  less  than  an 
hour,  the  republicans  were  totally  routed  ;  and  the  pursuit  was 
rapid  and  sanguinary.  About  eight  hundred  were  deprived  of 
life,  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty,  including  the  wounded  became 
prisoners.  To  this  amount,  colonel  Tarleton  added  a  hundred 
and  fifty  victims  in  a  subsequent  action  near  the  Catawba  ford, 
and  three  hundred  captives.  The  Americans,  by  cutting  off  a 
detachment  near  the  frontiers  of  North  Carolina,  took  some  re- 
venge for  these  losses,  and  checked  the  advance  of  the  British 
troops  into  that  province.  Washington,  in  the  mean  time,  re- 
mained for  the  most  part  inactive,  seeking  (but  not  finding)  an 
opportunity  of  reducing  Ntw  York'^ 

The  retreat  of  a  brave  and  able  officer  from  the  American 
service,  excited  great  attention  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 
Arnold,  being  a  man  of  unsteady  ]irincij)les,  and  more  attentive 
to  his  own  interest  than  to  that  of  the  new  republic,  had  offered, 
in  the  hope  of  an  ample  recompense,  to  surrender  to  the  royal- 
ists the  posts  and  the  troops  that  he  commanded.  Major  Andre 
had  a  conference  with  him  on  this  interesting  subject  ;  but  was 
intercepted  on  his  return,  tried  by  martial  law,  and  hanged  as 
a  spy'^. 

11  London  RHZctle  oFJnne  Ifi. 

I5i  l.ondun  gizi  itf  of  October  9.— Marshall  "s  lif,-  of  Wasliiitgton. 

is  The  Ann-ntan  chietjustice  M:irsli:ill,  speaking;  of  the  melancholy  fate  nfihit  officer, 
obseivi  s,  thai  the  in<  mht  is  of  the  court  niniiitl  "lamented  the  sentence  which  the  usages 
ot  WHr  compelled  lliem  to  pronounce  ;  and  jn  rlians  on  no  occasion  ot  his  life  did  the  com- 
mandtrin  chief  obey  with  more  reluctance,  ihe  slero  tuaDdatcs  of  duty  and  policy." 
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The  consideration  of  the  serious  injury  which  the  republican 
cause  might  have  suffered  by  the  intended  treachery,  steeled  the 
heart  of  the  commander  in  chief,  who  was  severely  censured  for 
his  rigor.  As  the  mischief  was  prevented,  mercy  might  safely 
have  been  extended  to  Andre.  But  the  British  officers  had  no 
right  to  blame  the  inexorable  general ;  for,  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  war  was  carried  on  against  the  obnoxious  pro- 
vincials, there  is  no  doubt  that,  if  an  American  officer  had  been 
detected  in  similar  conduct,  he  would  have  been  put  to  death 
without  hesitation.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  earnestly  requested 
that  the  major's  life  might  be  spared,  would  have  rejected  u  ith 
scorn  the  solicitations  of  a  rebel  commander,  or  of  a  congress 
of  republican  traitors*'*. 

Washington  had  expected  naval  aid  against  New  York  from 
the  count  de  Guichen,  who  had  a  fleet  capable  of  material  ser- 
vice. Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney  thrice  engaged  this  noble- 
man. In  the  first  conflict  he  broke  the  French  line,  but  made 
not  a  single  capture :  in  the  second  and  third  actions,  the  victory 
was  still  less  decided.  Before  the  admiral  thus  encountered  the 
French,  he  had  triumphed  over  the  Spaniards  near  Cape  St. 
Vincent.  He  added  four  of  their  largest  ships  to  the  British 
navy:  two  more  were  taken,  but  driven  on  shore;  and  one  ship 
of  the  line  blew  up  in  the  heat  of  action.  By  this  success  he  ac- 
quired great  reputation;  but  this  was  not  the  acme  of  his  fame. 

As  the  maritime  power  of  Great  Britain  rendered  her  an  ob- 
ject of  envy,  and  as  even  the  fair  exercise  of  her  rights,  in  time 
of  war,  gave  umbrage  to  the  neutral  powers,  an  association  was 
formed  to  check  her  supposed  encroachments.  Stimulated  by 
the  count  de  Vergennes,  and  encouraged  by  the  king  of  Prussia, 
the  czarnia  gave  public  notice  of  her  intention  of  rescuing  the 
commerce  of  her  subjects  from  those  vexations  and  restrictions 
to  which  it  was  exposed  by  the  war.  She  disclaimed  all  thoughts 
of  violating  the  law  of  nations,  but  claimed  a  freedom  of  trade, 

14  In  a  late  publication,  it  is  affirmed,  that  major  Andre  went  out  "  under  every  fair  and 
justifiable  sanction,  and  unquestionably  ought  to  have  been  returned  upon  the  d.'maud  of 
sir  Henry  Clinton,  as  a  pris'inT  of  war:''  hut,  as  the  business  was  of  h  traitorous  nature  on 
the-  part  of  Arnold,  and  not  altogether  honourable  on  that  of  the  major,  whose  change  of 
dress  and  assumption  of  a  different  name  argut^d  his  sense  of  the  impropriety  or  irregularity 
of  his  proceedings,  the  assertion  is  not  strictly  warran'ed.  The  author  vindicates  the  unfor- 
tunate officer  on  this  ground,  that  stratagems  are  allowable  in  war  :  but  Andre,  although  a 
man  of  honour  in  his  general  conduct,  appears  to  have  gone  beyond  the  cxteitt  nt  alloivable 
.stratagems.  See  the  J\farrative  of  the  causes  ivhkh  led  to  the  death  of  major  Jlndre,  writ- 
ten bv  Joshua  Hett  Smith,  who  accompanied  that  officer  on  his  return  from  the  interview 
•with  Arnold.  He  asseits,  that  naajnr-general  Greene,  the  president  of  the  court-martial, 
eagerly  promoted  the  destruction  i>f  Andre,  and  concealed  from  Washington  the  particulars 
of  the  strong  application  made  by  sir  Henry  Clinton,  through  the  medium  of  lieutenant-ge- 
neral Robertson,  for  the  life  of  the  devoted  victim. 
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even  from  one  of  the  ports  of  a  belligerent  power  to  another,  in 
all  articles  not  contraband.  Not  only  the  eftects  of  her  mer- 
chants, but  also  those  which  belonged  to  the  subjects  of  the  con- 
tending nations,  were  (she  said)  to  be  deemed  free  goods:  ves- 
sels were  not  to  be  searched  when  they  were  under  convoy  ; 
and  ports  were  to  be  considered  as  blocked  up,  (and  conse- 
quently not  free  for  general  trade,)  only  when  the  hostile  ships 
so  obstructed  the  approach  of  any  other  vessels,  as  to  make  it 
dangerous  for  them  to  enter^^. 

In  answer  to  this  declaration,  his  Britannic  majesty  affirmed, 
that,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  he  had  given  the  most 
precise  orders  for  an  observance  of  the  law  of  nations  and  of 
his  particular  engagements  with  Russia;  and  he  promised  that 
all  maritime  grievances  should  be  equitably  redressed.  The 
kings  of  France  and  Spain,  pleased  with  a  scheme  which  suited 
their  present  views,  as  it  would  contribute  to  the  security  of 
their  commerce,  and  to  the  diminution  of  the  naval  pre-eminence 
of  great  Britain,  expressed  their  high  approbation  of  the  prin- 
ples  and  views  which  influenced  the  empress,  and  panegyrised 
her  regard  for  the  rights  (if  nations.  The  Danish  court  readily 
adopted  the  propositions  of  the  czarina  :  and  the  king  of  Swe- 
den engaged  to  maintain  the  system  which  she  recommended. 
Fleets  were  now  fitted  out  by  the  northern  confederates,  and  by 
the  other  states  which  acceded  to  the  league.  Among  these 
armed  neutrals  were  the  Dutch;  but  they  were  soon  obliged  to 
assume  the  more  decided  character  of  a  belligerant  power.  The 
courts  of  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Naples,  and  the  republic  of  Ve- 
nice, entered  into  a  confederacy  ;  in  which  even  the  Portuguese 
joined,  their  court  yielding  in  this  instance  to  influence  of  the 
French  and  Spaniards. 

While  the  empress  was  congratulating  herself  on  the  success 
of  the  maritime  project,  she  listened  to  the  overtures  of  the  Au- 
strian court,  and,  having  met  Joseph  in  Poland,  invited  him  into 
Russia.  Various  schemes  of  ambition  were  discussed  in  frequent 
interviews.  Prince  Potemkin  promoted  the  intimacy  of  the  two 
courts,  while  count  Panin  preferred  the  Prussian  alliance.  The 
former  of  these  courtiers  had  succeeded  to  the  influence  which 
Gregory  Orloff"  had  long  possessed ;  and  the  count's  exhorta- 
tions had  so  little  effect,  that  his  disgust  induced  him  to  secede 
for  a  time  from  the  cabinet.  Jealous  of  the  emperor's  views, 
the  king  of  Prussia  sent  the  heir  of  his  crown  to  visit  the  czari- 
na ;  but  she  received  him  with  a  coolness  bordering  on  contempt. 

The  connexion  between  Austria  and  Russia  had  not  long 
Nov  2Q    bc^" '"^"^^^ed,  when  Maria  Theresa  died  of  the  disor- 
der of  the  lungs,  combined  with  the  dropsy,  after  a 
reign  of  forty  years,  and  a  life  of  sixty-three. 

16  Tooke's  Life  of  Catharine  II,  vol,  ii." 
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This  princess  was  handsome  in  her  youth  ;  but  her  features 
U'ere  afterwards  disfigured  by  the  small  pox  and  by  an  acci- 
dental fall  during  a  journey.  Her  talents  were  respectai:)le, 
and  her  judgment  sound  ;  and  she  was  so  far  conscious  of  her 
political  abilities,  that  she  would  not  suffer  even  prince  Kaunitz, 
of  whose  merit  she  had  a  high  opinion,  to  exercise  in  every  case 
a  dictatorial  sway  over  her.  She  \\  as  courteous  in  her  manners, 
and  correct  in  her  private  morals  ;  compassionate  and  munifi- 
cent ;  an  affectionate  wife  and  mother,  a  kind  mistress  and 
friend.  She  certainly  had  both  great  and  good  qualities  :  but 
she  was  sometimes  too  selfish  in  her  politics  ;  and  her  catholic 
bigotry  led  her  into  habits  of  intolerance. 


LETTER  VI. 


J  Continuation  of  the  History  of  Europe,  to  the  Peace  of  1783. 


WHEN  I  informed  you,  my  dear  son,  of  the  evasive  and 
faithless  behaviour  of  the  Dutch  toward  Great  Britain,  and  of 
their  good  will  to  the  American  cause,  you  had  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  a  farther  discovery  would  be  made  of  their  sinister 
practices,  and  that  a  consequent  denunciation  of  hostility  would 
arise  from  the  offended  state. 

Captain  Fielding,  having  described  a  fleet  with  a  convoy,  in- 
sisted upon  a  search  ;  and,  when  the  Dutch  had  fired  at  the 
boats  sent  for  that  purpose,  he  fired  a  shot  a-head  of  their  com- 
modore's ship.  A  broadside  was  given  in  return  :  Fielding  an- 
swered it ;  and  the  Dutch  ships  of  war  struck  their  colours. 
The  trading  vessels  which  had  not  sailed  away  when  the  Eng- 
lish approached,  were  now  searched  ;  and  such  as  had  articles 
not  allowed  to  be  sent  to  an  enemy,  were  prevented  from  con- 
tinuing their  voyage.  The  remonstrances  of  the  British  court, 
on  this  occasion,  were  spirited  and  severe  ;  but  the  Hollanders 
bore  them  with  \  hlegmatic  indifference. 

An  American  packet  being  taken  near  Newfoundland,  the 
papers  of  Henry  Laurens,  a  member  of  the  congress,  were  ex- 
amined ;  and  they  furnished  evidence  of  the  treaty  which  had 
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been  adjusted  with  the  revolted  colonies.  The  kin{^,  attributing 
this  conduct  to  Van  Bcrkel  and  the  Amsterdam  faction,  desired 
that  it  mi^^ht  be  disavowed  in  form  by  the  states-general,  as  it 
*'  w  as  no  less  contrary  to  their  mf)st  sacred  engagements,  than 
repugnant  to  the  Dutch  constitution."  He  also  demanded 
*'  speedy  satisfaction,  adecjuate  to  the  offence,  and  the  exempla- 
ry punishment  of  Van  Berkel  and  his  accomphces,  as  disturb- 
ers of  the  public  peace,  and  violators  of  the  rights  of  nations." 
As  the  influence  of  that  minister  counteracted  ail  ideas  of  sub- 
mission to  a  power  already  assailed  by  a  formidable  confede- 
racy, these  demand  were  neglected;  and  successive  memorials, 
presented  by  sir  Joseph  Yorke,  were  merely  taken  ad  referen- 
dmn.  The  ambassador  was  therefore  recalled,  after  a  residence 
of  twenty  seven  years  in  Holland  ;  during  the  greater  part  of 
Avhich  period,  he  had  enjoyed  extensive  influence,  and  had  act- 
ed as  a  cabinet  minister  to  the  stadtholder.  His  character  was 
aspersed  by  the  opposite  party  ;  and  the  friends  of  the  prince 
blamed  him  for  suffering  the  French  ambassador  to  triumph 
over  him,  and  lead  the  states-general  into  a  war.  His  man- 
ners and  address  w  ere  not  so  courtly  or  conciliatory  as  those  of 
a  French  diplomatist ;  but  he  had  a  greater  share  of  genuine 
liberality,  and  was  more  upright  and  honourable. 
^  -^  A  manifesto  now  appeared,  reprobating  the  encour- 
IJec.  Jxj.  gggj^gj-jt  given  by  the  states  to  the  mal- practices  of  the 
Amsterdam  party,  and  lamenting  that  it  was  impossible  to  re- 
sist the  aggression  of  so  considerable  a  part,  w  ithout  contend- 
ino*  with  the  whole.  Reprisals  were  ordered  in  the  usual  form; 
and  the  naval  force  of  the  country  was  diligently  augmented. 

The  war  w  ith  Holland  was  censured  in  the  iieiv  parliament ; 
(for  a  dissolution  had  been  deemed  expedient,  after  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  riots  had  strengthened  the  authority  of  the  crown); 
but  the  public  in  general  did  not  seem  inclined  to  admit  that  the 
ministry  had  wantonly  extended  the  war.  Although  the  people 
agreed  with  the  court  in  this  respect,  they  were  not  pleased  with 
the  rejection  of  a  judicious  bill  of  retrenchment  in- 
A.  D.  1781.  Produced  by  Mr.  Burke,  or  with  the  disregard 
shown  to  a  petition  from  the  delegates  of  those  counties  which 
had  formed  associations  against  the  encroaching  and  increasing 
influence  of  the  crown\ 

These  subjects  were  debated  with  spirit;  and,  on  another  oc- 
casion, the  conduct  of  the  court,  in  directing  military  execution, 

1  Mr.  Ailolphus  stylts  these  delegates  "  mock  representatives  of  unconstitutional  constitu- 
ents:" bill,  with  iill  his  knowli  dge  ol  ihe  law  aiul  constiiuiion,  he  would  find  it  difficult  to 
prove  that  men  who  had  assoiiiit<  d  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  piirliament  were  guilty  of 
any  infraction  of  the  Bill  of  Ri-hts,  or  any  act  unwoiiliy  of  pMiiots  or  of  freemen,  lie 
also  ohserves,  not  v,:ry  liberally,  ihat  Mr.  Ad.im  "justly  stigmatised  these  committees  for 
.spreading  baleful  effects  over  the  vhole  country." 
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at  the  time  of  the  riots,  excited  animadversion,  which  was  re- 
pelled w  ith  plausibility  of  argumentation  and  remark.  In  this 
debate  Mr.  Sheridan  distinguished  himself.  He  had  already 
obtained  a  high  rank  among  dramatists :  and  he  now  began  to 
shine  as  a  parliamentary  speaker.  At  this  time,  indeed,  he  did 
not  evince  that  readiness  and  fluency  which  he  afterwards  dis- 
played ;  but  he  gave  strong  indications  of  oratorical  ability. 
He  exercised  the  weapons  of  argument,  of  wit,  and  of  satire. 
His  reasoning  was  not  destitute  of  force  ;  his  remarks  and  al- 
lusions were  pointed  and  appropriate. 

The  Dutch  soon  experienced  the  effects  of  British  hostility. 
Their  island  of  St.  Eustatius  was  taken^  ;  and,  as  it  was  a  rich 
depot  of  varied  merchandise,  the  loss  was  severely  felt.  A  ge- 
neral spoliation  was  ordered,  even  the  property  of  British  sub- 
jects not  being  spared,  as  it  was  pretended  that  they  traded  with 
the  enemy  :  and  by  this  arbitrary  measure  the  two  commanders 
(Rodney  and  Vaughan)  exposed  themselves  to  a  multiplicity  of 
law-suits,  some  of  which  were  productive  of  decrees  of  restitu- 
tion. The  number  of  trading  ships  that  were  taken  exceeded  a 
hundred  and  fifty  ;  but  a  sixth  part  of  this  fleet  rewarded  the 
vigilance  of  the  French,  who,  in  the  preceding  year,  had  also 
been  fortunate  in  point  of  naval  capture. 

The  insular  settlements  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba,  and  the  con- 
tinental colonies  of  Berbice,  Essequibo,  and  Demarara,  were 
likewise  added  to  the  British  territories.  But,  in  Africa,  the 
Hollanders  were  able,  with  Gallic  aid,  to  secure  their  valuable 
settlement  at  the  southern  cape. 

The  states-general  were  at  the  same  time  embroiled  with  one 
of  the  most  ambitious  and  powerful  princes  of  the  continent, — 
the  head  of  the  house  of  Austria.  The  ample  inheritance  of 
Maria  Theresa  had  descended  to  her  son  Joseph,  whose  promi- 
sing talents,  and  apparent  goodness  of  disposition,  flattered  his 
subjects  with  the  hopes  of  a  splendid  and  patriotic  reign.  He 
commenced  his  administration  with  various  reforms.  Without 
reflecting  on  those  important  differences  which  precluded  an 
identity  or  simplification  of  government  in  his  dispersed  terri- 
tories, he  endeavoured  to  amalgamate  them  into  one  great  body, 
and  subject  them  to  an  uniform  system.  He  suppressed  useless 
tribunals  and  unnecessary  offices,  and  abolished  some  that  were 
worthy  of  being  retained.  He  abridged  the  power  of  the  nobles, 
and  emancipated  the  peasants  from  the  rigours  of  feudal  servi- 
tude. He  released  commerce  from  injudicious  restrictions;  es- 
tablished new  manufactures  ;  promoted  agricultural  industry, 

2  This  island  had  suffered  severely,  in  the  preceding  autumn, from  Ihe  violence  of  a  hur- 
ricane ;  and  extraordinary  devastation,  with  a  great  loss  of  lives,  arose  from  the  same  cause 
III  Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  and  otiier  British  islands  ;  and  also  in  some  of  the  West  Indian  set- 
tk-ments. 
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and  encouracjed  the  skill  of  artisans  of  every  description.  He 
framed  literary  and  scientific  institutions  ;  and,  in  a  i^reat  mea- 
sure, t;;a\  e  freedom  to  the  press.  Less  bii^oted  than  his  mother, 
he  f^ranted  to  all  sects  of  christians,  and  even  to  Jews,  the  free 
exercise  of  their  relii^iou  ;  and  the  former  were  pronounced  eli- 
gible to  all  employments.  Justly  crmsiderinj^  monasteries  as  too 
numerous,  he  suppressed  the  majority  ot  those  foundations  ; 
and,  in  those  which  were  suffered  to  remain,  he  considerably 
diminished  the  number  of  monks  and  nuns'. 

In  takini^  a  view  of  foreisjn  politics,  he  was  doubtful  whether 
he  should  adhere  to  the  connexion  with  France  :  but,  having 
formed  an  intention  of  annulling  that  treaty  which  provided  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Netherland  barrier,  and,  which,  he 
thought  rendered  him  meanly  dependent  on  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  he  was  induced  to  continue  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
court  of  Versailles.  In  a  visit  to  his  sister,  he  was  flattered 
into  a  belief  of  the  cordial  regard  of  the  French  cabinet  for  his 
interest ;  and,  being  strongly  persuaded  to  execute  his  new 
scheme,  he  ordered  the  towns  to  be  dismantled,  and  the  Dutch 
garrisons  to  retire^. 

An  invasion  of  Jersey  by  the  French,  served  to  evince  the 
courage  of  its  defenders,  who,  after  their  foes  had  in  a  manner 
seized  the  island,  engaged  them  in  the  town  of  St.  Helier,  and 
forced  them  to  resign  their  supposed  conquest.  The  siege  of 
Gibraltar  by  the  Spaniards  did  not  lead  to  the  conclusion  which 
they  desired.  Relief  was  repeatedly  afforded  to  the  garrison  : 
the  fortifications  were  diligendy  and  skilfully  repaired  after  all 
the  attacks  of  the  besiegers,  whose  successive  works  were  de- 
stroyed in  spirited  sallies.  Minorca  was  invaded  by  the  troops 
of  both  powers :  but  the  courage  of  the  garrison  delayed  the 
surrender  of  the  chief  fortress  of  the  island,  until  six  months 
had  nearly  elapsed  from  the  investment.  Disease  then  enforced 
submission  ;  and  the  Spanish  flag  was  again  hoisted. 

An  engagement  with  the  Dutch  in  the  British  ocean,  and  one 
with  the  French  in  the  West  Indies,  were  the  chief  naval  actions 
of  the  year.  In  the  former,  Hyde  Parker  contended  against 
Zoutman,  \\ho,  with  eight  sail  of  the  line,  could  not  though  his 
men  fought  with  great  spirit,  defeat  or  repel  six,  and  lost  one  of 
his  ships  in  consequence  of  the  damage  which  it  had  received. 
In  the  other  conflict,  sir  Samuel  Hood  was  the  antagonist  of  the 
count  de  Grasse,  who,  thouti;h  his  fleet  bore  to  the  English 
squadron  the  proportion  ot  four  to  three,  and  had  also  the  ad- 

3  Coxe'sHistory  of  the  house  of  Austria,  vol.  ii.  cha\».  45. 

4  In  most  of  thf  towns,  the  fortificntinns  wcro  in  a  ruinous  state,  not  having  been  repair- 
ed since  ihr  iv.aty  ol  Aix-l^-Cli  •!>«  Ik- ,  eillui  h\  the  Ausirians  or  by  the  Dutch.— See  Part 
n.  Letter  XXIfl.  where  the  barrier  treaty  is  repeatedly  mentioned. 
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vantage  of  the  wind,  kept  a  cautious  distance,  so  that  only  the 
van  of  his  opponent,  and  a  part  of  the  centre,  could  get  into  ac- 
tion. Five  of  Hood's  ships  were  so  injured,  that  the  French 
commander  seemed  inclined,  on  the  follouing  day,  to  risk  a 
close  engagement ;  but  sir  Samuel  made  such  niovenients  as 
checked  and  disconcerted  the  count.  In  the  nijht,  the  Knglish 
retired,  and  the  French  pursued  with  more  ostentation  than  ef- 
fect. M.  de  Grasse  afterwards  sailed  toward  Tobago,  to  pre- 
vent the  relief  of  that  island  ;  v\hich,  though  bravely  defended 
by  govenu;r  Ferguson,  w  as  reduced  after  a  course  of  devasta- 
tion. Encouraged  by  this  success,  the  admiral  resolved  to  as- 
sist Washington  in  a  grand  scheme  for  the  retrieval  of"  the  af- 
fairs of  the  republic,  injured  by  the  depreciation  of  paper  cur- 
rency, by  fre(]uent  ravages  and  depredations,  and  by  a  decline 
of  popular  zeal. 

The  provincials  had  commenced  the  campaign  in  Carolina  by 
a  defeat  of  colonel  Tarleton  at  the  Covvjiens  :  and,  though  they 
were  not  victorious  when  they  engaged  Cornwallis  at  Guilford, 
(with  as  great  a  superiority  of  number  as  they  had  in  the  battle 
of  Camden),  they  made  considerable  havock  among  his  troops. 
That  commander  having  advanced  into  Virginia,  where  Arnold 
the  American  then  acted  in  the  British  service,  they  hoped  to 
overwhelm  lord  Ravvdon  :  but  herounted  theiTi  at  Hobkirk;  and 
colonel  Stuart,  meeting  them  at  Eutaw,  repelled  them  after  a 
fierce  contest. 

The  closing  scene  of  the  American  war  now  began  to  open. 
General  Washington,  in  several  letters  which  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  English,  pretended  that  New- York  would  speedily  be  at- 
tacked by  the  allies  ;  and  Clinton,  anxious  for  the  preservation 
of  that  post,  suffered  earl  Cornwallis  to  remain  unassisted  in 
Virginia.  The  station  chosen  by  this  officer  was  York-town, 
whic'i,  as  well  as  Glocester  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  York 
river,  he  fortified  against  a  sudden  attack. 

A  powerful  army  at  length  appeared  near  York-town.  Wash- 
ington, acted  as  generalissimo  of  the  united  force  ;  and  the  chief 
commanders  of  the  French  troops  were  the  count  de  Rochairi- 
beau,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  St.  Simon.  The  last  of 
these  officers  had  brought  a  reinforcement  from  the  West  Indies 
under  the  convoy  of  M.  de  Grasse,  who,  while  the  troops  were 
passing  up  the  river  James  to  the  camp,  sustained  an  attack 
from  admiral  Graves.  The  engagement  was  far  from  being 
general,  as  the  French  wished  to  avoid  a  collision  ;  and  it  had 
not  the  effect  of  preventing  de  Grasse  from  blocking  up  the 
Chesapeake  against  British  intrusion. 

York  and  Glocester  were  now  besieged,  and  a  constant  can- 
nonade was  kept  up  from  batteries  abounding  with  artillery. 

Vol.  V.  S 
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The  garrison  of  each  post  resisted  for  some  weeks  ;  but,  when 
the  slate  of  the  works  precluded  a  longer  defence,  Cornw  allis 
n  0  pr^P^^^<^^  ^  capitulation.  The  troops  were  considered 
as  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  about  six  thou- 
sand men  ;  and  the  ships  in  the  harbour  became  prizes  to  the 
Fre-nrh. 

Thi>b  disaster  made  a  strong  impression  upon  the  public  mind 
in  Great  Britain.  It  tended  to  produce  a  general  conviction  of 
the  impolicy  of  continuing  the  war,  and  a  regrrt  for  the  useless 
sacrifice  of  lives  and  consumption  of  treasure  \\  ith  which  its  pro- 
tracted course  had  been  attended.  Yet  the  obstinacy  of  the  mini- 
sters seemed  invincible.  They  v^ere,  indeed,  less  arrogant;  but 
foll\  and  prejudice  were  still  the  chief  ingredient  in  their  com- 
position. They  hoped  to  retain  the  confidence  of  a  submissive 
senate  ;  but  in  this  respect  they  were  disappointed  ;  for  a  major- 
ity of  the  house  of  commons  at  length  refused  to  support  them. 
-.^nr,  I^  ^^"^^  voted*,  on  the  motion  of  general  Conway, 
A.  D.     /  —  ^j^,^^  ^1^^  ^^,^^  ought  no  longer  to  be  prosecuted  for 

the  impracticable  purpose  of  subduing  the  colonies. 

The  parliamentary  tide  having  thus  turned  itself  against  the 
ministers,  they  reluctamlv  resigned  their  offices.  The  two  posts 
^  ,  ^„  which  lord  North  had  so  long  filled  were  respect- 
*  ively  transferred  to  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  and 
lord  John  Cavendish.  Mr.  Fox  succeeded  lord  Stormont  as 
secretary  of  state  f'T  foreign  affairs,  while  the  earl  of  Shelburne 
followed  the  earl  of  Hillsborough  in  the  home  department. 
Lord  Camden  u  as  placed  at  the  head  of  the  council  :  the  duke 
of  Grafton  became  keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond master  of  the  ordinance,  Conway  chief  commander  of  the 
army,  and  Keppel  first  lord  of  the  admirality. 

A  general  pacification,  the  repression  f)f  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  the  grant  of  the  claims  of  Ireland,  were  expected 
from  the  marquis  and  his  associates.  To  accelerate  the  first 
object,  a  negotiator  was  despatched  to  Versailles  ;  the  second 
aim  was  promoted  by  several  judicious  statutes  ;  and,  after  a 
due  investigation  of  the  other  busines,  all  control  over  Ireland 
was  relinquished  by  the  British  legislature. 

The  marquis  did  not  long  enjoy  his  high  station.  He  died 
about  three  months  after  his  appointment,  respected  as  a  man  of 
honor  and  integrity,  and  beloved  for  his  private  virtues.  He 
was  succeeded  by  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  who,  on  the  resigna- 
tion of  lord  John  Cavendish,  procured  for  Mr.  William  Pitt 
(son  of  the  popular  earl  of  Chatham)  the  post  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer. 

The  earl  of  Shelburne  not  having  acquired  the  full  confidence 
of  the  Whig  leaders,  Mr.  Fox  disdained  to  act  with  him  5  and, 

5  By  a  inajorjtj  of  19. 
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retirinj^  from  office,  renewed  his  opposition  to  the  court.  This 
conduct,  which  had  an  air  of  disinterestedness,  was  justly  im- 
puted by  the  pubhc  to  disappointed  ambition.  Mr.  Fox  wished 
for  the  nomination  of  an  ostensible  premier  who  would  submit 
to  be  guided  by  his  dictates;  but  his  majesty  did  not  consult  that 
aspiring  minister  on  the  subject. 

The  maritime  success  of  this  period,  though  the  despatchesof 
Rodney  were  brought  while  Mr.  Fox  was  in  power,  was  not  de- 
rived from  his  administration ;  for  an  order  had  been  sent  for  the 
removal  of  the  gallant  admiral  from  his  command.  Hood  had 
been  unable  to  prevent  the  reduction  of  St.  Christopher's,  which 
the  French,  however,  did  not  gain  without  a  considerable  loss  of 
men.  After  its  surrender,  Rodney,  Hood,  and  Drake,  took 
signal  vengeance  on  the  enemy.  Their  fleet  exceeded  that  of 
the  count  de  Grasse  in  number:  but  all  their  ships  could  not  be 
brought  into  action.  Between  Gaudaloupe  and  Marie-galante, 
the  French  were  drawn  into  an  engagement  by  the  manoeuvres 
of  Rodney;  and,  when  a  close  fight  had  continued  for  »  .,  .  ^ 
five  hours,  his  own  ship  and  three  others  broke  their  ^ 
line,  gained  the  wind,  and  threw  their  whole  fleet  into  disorder. 
Yet  for  six  hours  and  a  half  more,  they  resisted  with  desultory 
efforts ;  and  then  a  confused  retreat  announced  the  triumph  of 
their  antagonists,  who  sent  one  ship  to  the  bottom  by  a  single 
broadside,  took  the  celebrated  Ville  de  Paris  and  four  other 
ships  of  the  line,  and  greatly  damaged  the  vessels  that  escaped 
from  the  battle,  two  of  which  were  captured  in  the  following 
week.  Six  thousand  of  the  vanquished  (9000  by  some  accounts) 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  nearly  one  thousand  of  the  victors, 
Rodney  hastened  with  the  captive  count  to  Jamaica,  where  he 
was  hailed  as  a  deliverer ;  for  the  inhabitants  had  been  mena- 
ced with  an  attack  from  an  eventual  junction  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  fleets. 

The  defence  of  Gibraltar  by  land  procured  to  general  Elliot 
a  reputation  equal  to  that  which  Rodney  had  acquired  by  his 
exploits  on  the  ocean.  A  formidable  attack,  in  a  new  mode,  re- 
quired every  exertion  that  he  could  make.  M.  d'Argon,  who 
was  reputed  a  skilful  engineer,  had  superintended  the  construc- 
tion of  ten  naval  batteries,  or  floating  towers,  provided  with 
above  two  hundred  guns,  and  so  elaborately  formed  and  fortifi- 
ed, that  bombs  and  even  red- hot  balls,  it  was  thought,  would  not 
penetrate  the  sides  or  materially  injure  the  roof.  The  allied  be- 
siegers, to  the  number  of  forty  thousand  men,  were  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  the  effect  of  these  machines,  and  storm  the 
fortress.  Aided  b}-  a  fierce  cannonade  from  the  land,  the  float- 
ing batteries  fired  with  great  regularity  upon  the  M'orks  which 
defended  the  rock  ;  but  the  garrison  sustained  the  at-  ^^  vq 
tack  with  firmness,  and  sent  forth  continued  vollies  of     "  *   '  * 


liO  THE  HISTORY  OF  part  HI. 

shells  and  iwlls  from  the  morning  until  after  midnight.  From 
two  of  the  battering  ships  flames  were  then  seen  to  issue  ;  and 
the  alarmed  Spaniards  intimated  their  danger,  to  the  confederate 
fleet  in  the  bay,  by  numerous  rockets.  Bouts  were  sent  to  take 
away  the  men  ;  but  the  British  flotilla  advanced  to  obstruct  the 
effc;rts  of  the  enemy  for  the  rescue  of  those  unfortunate  indivi- 
duals. When,  however,  most  of  the  other  ships  were  in  flames, 
the  English  desisted  from  hostility,  and  saved  as  many  of  their 
foes  as  they  were  able  to  relieve.  All  the  floating  machines 
were  at  length  destroyed,  and  the  confident  hopes  of  the  besieg- 
ers annihilated,  particularly  after  lord  Howe,  though  he  had  only 
thirty  four  sail  of  the  line  to  contend  v\  ith  forty-four,  had  increa- 
sed the  strength  and  supplied  the  wants  of  the  garrison. 

The  war  in  India,  at  the  same  time,  did  not  languish.  The 
appearance  of  sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the  Carnatic,  checked  tht  con- 
quests and  ravages  of  the  enemy  ;  and  that  commander,  in  the 
summer  of  the  year  1781,  thrice  attacked,  with  a  small  force, 
the  troops  of  Hyder.  He  drove  them,  on  each  of  those  occa- 
sions, from  the  field  of  battle  ;  and,  in  the  succeeding  year,  he 
again  prevailed  over  the  army  of  the  Mysorean  chief.  Tippoo, 
however,  continued  the  war,  after  his  father's  death,  with  un- 
broken spirit,  and  with  occasional  success. 

Four  engagements  occurred  between  the  British  and  French 
fleets  in  the  Indian  seas,  after  sir  Edward  Hughes,  who  com- 
manded the  former,  had  assisted  in  the  reduction  of  Negapatami 
and  Trincomale.  Much  blood  was  shed  in  these  actions,  w  ith- 
out  naval  capture.  Suflfrein  found  an  opportunity^  of  retaking 
Trincomale  which  he  restored  to  the  Dutch. 

The  prospect  of  peace  w  as  for  aw  hile  obscured;  but  its  cheer- 
ing light  at  length  broke  forth.  The  emperor  of  Germany,  hav- 
ing contracted  a  partiality  for  France,  saw  w  ith  pleasure  the 
difficulties  in  which  Great  Britain  had  involved  herself,  and 
encouraged  other  pow  ers  to  treat  her  with  disrespect ;  but  he 
thought  proper  to  oflTer  his  mediation,  as  did  also  the  unfriendly 
czarina.  The  king  accepted  their  offers,  which,  however  had 
little  influence  on  the  treaty. 

During  the  negotiation,  the  French  court  bestowed  great  at- 
tention upon  the  affairs  of  an  inconsiderable  state,  not  however 
undistinguished  in  history.  For  a  long  period,  the  dissensions  of 
the  aristr.rratic  and  democratic  parties  had  seriously  agitated 
the  republic  of  Geneva. — Rousseau  favoured  the  latter;  but,  the 
council  having  condemned  his^';/??7cand  his  Contrat  *Sbaa/,and 
ordered  the  seizure  of  his  person,  he  found  it  expedient  to  ab- 
scond. The  people  remonstrated  against  the  decree  of  arrest, 
and  proposed  :\  reference  of  the  case  to  the  general  assembly. 
The  senate  and  the  council,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed  a  right 
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of  with-holding  from  that  assembly,  at  their  discretion,  any  of 
the  representations  or  proposals  of  the  citizens.  This  and  other 
points  were  contested  with  great  bitterness  of  animosity.  At 
length  (in  the  year  1768),  the  popular  party  so  far  prevailed, 
that  the  right  of  annually  electing  four  members  of  the  senate, 
and  that  of  remonstrating  against  grievances,  were  allowed  to 
the  citizens  and  burghers.  The  formation  of  a  new  code  of  law, 
however,  continued  for  many  years  to  be  a  ground  of  dispute. 
The  aristocratic  leaders  were  apprehensive  that  the  privileges 
of  the  higher  classes  might  be  injured  by  a  general  improve- 
ment of  legislation  ;  and  one  code  was  therefore  rejected  :   but 

they  still  pretended  to  be  desirous  of  gratifying  the  people. 

Both  parties  were  intemperate  in  their  conduct ;  and  their  mu- 
tual animosity  threatened  serious  consequences. 

To  the  French  king,  the  allied  protector  of  the  republic,  the 
ruling  party  applied  for  assistance.  The  count  de  Vergennes 
advised  Louis  to  maintain  with  a  high  hand  his  guaranty  of  the 
aristocratic  government ;  and  the  court  of  Turin,  and  canton  of 
Berne,  v\ere  ready  to  support  the  same  cause.  The  reformists 
sent  Claviere  and  Du-Coudray  to  Versailles,  to  treat  with  the 
French  minister,  who  amused  them  with  plausible  speeches, 
while  he  prepared  to  crush  their  party.  Inflamed  by  alleged 
provocations,  they  took  arms  against  the  senate  in  1781,  and 
obtained  the  advantage  in  an  insurrection  ;  but  could  not  pro- 
cure the  concessions  which  they  desired.  In  a  subsequent  com- 
motion, they  seized  the  town-house,  intruded  into  the  hall  where 
the  senate  met,  and  carried  off  some  aristocratic  hostages". 

A  committee  of  safety,  named  by  the  democratic  party,  for 
some  time  administered  the  public  affairs  :  but  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  a  superiority  which  was  the  effect  of  violence, 
would  be  long  borne  with  patience  by  an  aristocracy,  so  power- 
fully supported.  An  army  of  French,  Piedmontese,  and  Ber- 
nese, advanced  to  the  Leman  Lake,  and  menaced  Geneva  with 
a  vigorous  attack.  The  popular  chiefs  were  ordered  to  release 
and  reinstate  the  imprisoned  senators  and  magistrates,  to  deli- 
ver up  all  arms,  and  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  republic.  To 
these  terms  they  refused  to  agree;  and  a  spirit  of  hostility  seem- 
ed to  animate  the  people.  It  was  resolved,  in  a  council  of  citi- 
zens, that  the  town  should  be  defended  with  the  utmost  vigor 
and  perseverance  :  but,  when  the  leaders  of  the  partv  y  ^  \ 
had  quitted  the  assembly  to  prepare  for  action,  those  -' 
who  remained,  re-considered  the  important  question,  and  all 
thoughts  of  a  resolute  defence  were  abandoned.  The  hostages 
were  released,  the  cannon  spiked,  and  officers  recalled  from^ 
their  posts.  In  the  night,  an  emigration  commenced  ;  and, 
when  the  Piedmontese  troops  marched   into  ttie  city  in  the 

5  Histoire  de  Louis  XVI.  tome  i. 
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morning,  few  were  found  in  ic  except  the  partisans  of  the  aris- 
tocicK  y,  or  those  who  had  not  been  active  on  either  side.  The 
town  house  and  magazines  were  seized  by  the  invaders  ;  and, 
when  the  French  and  Bernese  had  also  entered,  the  citizens 
were  disarmed,  and  the  senate  and  council  re-established.  The 
three  generals  now  adjusted,  in  concert  with  those  assemblies, 
various  political  regulations,  which  were  confirmed  in  a  garbled 
^  ^.  meeting  of  national  representatives.  The  concessions 
of  the  year  1768  were  revoked  :  the  power  of  the 
council  was  augmented  ;  public  meetings  were  prohibited  :  the 
people  were  disarmed  :  and  foreigners  were  suffered  to  com- 
pose the  garrison  of  the  city^. 

So  unwilling  were  the  democrats  to  acquiesce  in  a  settle- 
ment ordained  by  foreign  powers,  that  a  great  number  retired 
into  Germany  and  the  Netherlands.  Above  a  thousand  having 
applied  for  admission  into  Ireland,  the  parliament  of  that  realm 
assigned  lands  for  a  colony  :  but,  after  some  progress  had  been 
made  in  the  erection  of  a  new  town,  the  scheme  was  relinquish- 
ed, from  the  caprice  or  the  unreasonable  demands  of  the  Gene- 
vans. The  few  who  had  landed  in  Ireland,  returned  to  their 
native  country  ;  and,  indeed,  of  those  vvho  found  refuge  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  the  majority  did  not  long  remain  in  exile. 

The  cantons  of  Sw  itzerland  were  less  agitated  in  point  of 
politics  than  the  Genevan  state.  Even  in  the  aristocratic  com- 
munities, the  government  was  in  general  mildly  administered; 
and  the  people  seemed  inclined  to  trust  to  time  and  chance  for 
an  improvement  of  their  political  condition.  In  the  canton  of 
Friburg,  however,  commotions  arose'  from  the  eagerness  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Gruyeres  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of 
the  secret  chamber,  which  (says  Mr.  Coxe),  "  though  not  any 
public  or  responsible  part  of  administration,  was  yet  the  con- 
cealed spring  that  put  the  wheels  of  government  in  motion." — 
The  malcontents,  headed  by  Chenaux,  endeavoured  to  surprise 
Friburgh,  but  found  the  magistrates  upon  their  guard  ;  and,  on 
the  arrival  of  a  body  of  soldiers  from  Berne,  the  insurrection 
was  easily  quelled. — The  leader  was  killed  in  a  contest  with 
three  of  his  accomplices,  who  wished  to  surrender  him  to  the 
officers  of  government.  By  the  mediation  of  the  cantons  of 
Berne,  Lucerne,  and  Soleure,  the  obnoxious  chamber  was  ren- 
dered less  arbitrary,  and  the  constitution  less  oligarchical'. 

The  government  of  France  required  reform  more  essentially 
than  that  of  the  cantons.  The  endeavours  of  M.  Necker  for 
that  purpose,  were  checked  by  his  opponents  at  court.  He  had 
labored  with  sedulous  zeal  to  bring  the  expenditure  within  the 
compass  of  the  receipts.     He  simplified  the  collection  of  reve- 

7  Coxe's  Ir.'ivels  in  Switzerland,  letter  65.  8  In  April,  1781. 

0  Coxe's  travels,  letter  53. 
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nues  ;  endeavoured  to  clear  the  channels  through  which  they 
pabsed  ;  and  systematically  promoted  rigid  economy.  Louis 
was  very  willing  to  submit  to  retrenchment;  but  his  relatives 
were  less  compliant  in  that  respect,  and  the  courtiers  were  not 
pleased  with  arrangements  which  checked  their  avidity.  The 
public  in  general  applauded  the  conduct  of  Necker  :  yet  some 
politicians,  not  without  reason,  condemned  his  attachment  to  tiie 
practice  of  funding,  too  prevalent  in  this  country.  He  alleged, 
as  an  excuse,  that  the  war  could  not  otherwise  be  carried  on, 
and  that  the  interest  of  each  loan  would  be  defrayed  by  various 
retrenchments,  without  requiring  particular  imposts.  In  an 
account  presented  to  the  king,  after  three  years  of  war,  he 
stated,  that  the  established  revenues  exceeded,  by  425,000 
pounds  sterling,  the  ordinary  annual  expenses  of  the  state  ;  and 
he  thus  provided  a  basis  for  future  loans. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  attended  to  other  objects  of  importance. 
He  formed  the  plan  of  new  assemblies,  which  (he  says)  "  fur- 
nished all  the  provinces  with  paternal  guides  and  protectors,  at- 
tached the  citizens  to  the  public  interest,  and  rendered  general 
knowledge  subservient  to  the  advancement  of  national  prospe- 
rity." This  scheme  was  censured  by  some  as  too  democratic; 
but  no  one,  we  may  suppose,  disapproved  the  efforts  of  the  same 
minister  for  diminishing  the  distance,  in  point  of  comfort,  be- 
tween the  poor  and  the  rich,  by  new  institutions  of  charity,  and 
beneficence,  and  by  a  reform  of  those  which  already  existed. 

The  count  de  Maurepas  did  not  cordially  concur  with  the 
financial  minister.  Indolent,  selfish,  inattentive  to  the  general 
interest,  and  ready  to  connive  at  abuses  in  every  department, 
the  aged  statesman  had  nearly  lost  the  popularity  with  which  he 
commenced  his  administration.  The  public  did  not  view,  with 
continued  complacency,  the  great  influence  which  he  exercised 
over  the  easily  governed  king ;  nor  was  his  concern  in  the  re- 
newal of  \\  ar  remembered  to  his  advantage.  Comparing  the 
zeal  of  Necker  w  ith  the  count's  indifference  and  want  of  public 
spirit,  the  people  wished  that  the  former  might  enjoy  greater 
power  at  court  than  the  dictator  allowed.  Maurepas  occasion- 
ally checked  and  discouraged  the  financier ;  with  whom,  like- 
wise, Vergennes  and  Miromesnil  were  not  on  friendly  terms. — 
Yet,  as  his  utility  seemed  to  be  acknowledged,  he  was  not  only 
suffered  to  retain  his  post,  but  was  allowed  to  displace  Sartine, 
whwm  he  deemed  an  incapable  naval  minister,  and  bestow  the 
appointment  on  the  mareschal  de  Castries. 

Intrigue  and  cabal  at  length  effected  the  removal  of  Necker^", 
The  brothers  of  Louis  encouraged  Bourboulon,  one  of  their  de- 
pendents,  to  attack  his  calculations  and  statements  ;  and,  when 
the  punishment  of  this  assailant  for  calumny  had  been  in  vain 

10  In  1781. 
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demanded  by  the  offended  minister,  he  resigjned  his  employment. 
Mourepas,  pretending  not  to  consent  to  what  he  really  desired, 
declared  that  he  would  not  communicate  the  resiirnation  to  the 
king  :  but  Necker  requested  her  majesty  to  procure  the  royal 
assent  to  his  retreat  from  public  business.  M.  de  Fleury  was 
his  successor,  being  recommended  to  the  court  by  the  cardinal 
de  Rohan.  The  new  financier  was  more  agreeable  to  the  magi- 
stracy than  Necker,  whose  provincial  arrangements  had  dis- 
gusted the  parliaments  of  the  realm. 

Among  the  French  ministers,  the  chief  promoter  of  peace  was 
the  count  de  Vergennes,  who,  finding  that  the  war  had  ceased 
to  be  popular,  and  being  satisfied  with  the  emancipation  of  the 
Americans,  vigorously  counteracted  in  the  cabinet  the  efforts  of 
the  advocates  of  sanguinary  hostility.  The  original  repugnance 
of  Louis  to  thenar,  may  be  supposed  to  have  rendered  him  zea- 
lous in  the  same  cause.  No  prince,  indeed,  more  earnestly  wish- 
ed for  peace  than  this  benevolent  and  unambitious  monarch. 

When  provisional  articles  had  been  adjusted  with  the  Ameri- 
can commissioners  at  Paris,  preliminaries  of  peace  with  France 
T       9n   IVR*?   and  Spain  were  signed  by  Mr.  Fitzherbert,(after- 
'  *  w  ards  lord  St,  Helen's,)  and  were  approved  by  the 

house  of  peers,  but  not  by  the  commons.  The  definitive  trea- 
ties, and  even  the  preliminaries  with  Holland,  were  delayed 
above  seven  months  from  that  time.  The  most  important  sti- 
pulation were  of  the  following  tenor.  The  thirteen  colonies 
were  declared  to  be  "free,  sovereign,  and  independent  states;" 
and  their  limits  were  marked  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova-Scotia,  passing  toward  one  of  the  heads  of 
the  Connecticutriver,  thence  to  Lake  Ontario,  through  the  mid- 
dle of  that  great  body  of  water,  and  of  the  Lakes  Erie  and  Hu- 
ron, to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  thence  to  the  Mississippi, 
which  was  to  form  a  boundary  as  far  to  the  southward  as  Fort 
Mobile  and  the  borders  of  Florida.  The  right  of  taking  fish 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  thegulph  of  St.  Laurence, 
was  conceded  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  republic  ;  and  the 
Mississij)pi,  from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  was  left  open  to  both 
nations.  The  loyalists  were  in  a  manner  abandoned  by  the  court 
which  they  had  served :  for  their  interests,  in  point  of  restitution 
of  property  and  rights,  were  merely  recommended  to  the  provin- 
cial assemblies.  The  French  were  indulged  with  a  restitution 
of  Pondicherri  and  their  other  settlements  in  the  East  Indies,  of 
St.  Lucia  in  the  West,  and  of  Goree  in  Africa.  Tobago  was 
ceded  to  them  ;  and,  with  this  exception,  they  consented  to  re- 
linquish all  the  West  Indian  islands  which  they  had  reduced 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  The  Spaniards  were  not 
required  to  restore  Minorca  ;  and  the  whole  territory  of  Florida 
was  again  subjected  to  their  sway.     They  had  endeavoured, 
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during  the  negotiation,  to  prevail  upon  the  court  to  resign  Gib- 
rahar  :  but  the  proposition  was  rejected  with  disdain.  The 
treaty  with  the  Dutch  left  them  in  possession  of  all  their  former 
territories,  except  Negapatani'^ 

For  some  years  after  the  close  of  the  war,  the  American  re- 
public rather  declined  thaii  advanced  in  dignity  and  prosperity. 
The  congress  could  not  maintain  national  credit,  jMocure  due 
respect  from  foreign  powers,  or  enforce  the  submission  of  the 
different  provinces  to  its  authority.  Attentively  considering  this 
state  of  affairs,  Mr.  Washington,  then  a  private  citizen,  ear- 
nestly recommended  a  revision  of  the  federal  system.  A  con- 
vention was  proposed  for  the  improvement  of  the  confederacy; 
a  plan  which  gave  greater  power  to  the  congress,  and  rendered 
the  provinces  less  independent  and  more  connected,  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  well  disposed  majority  ;  and  Washington  was  unani- 
mously chosen  president  of  the  United  States.  The  influence 
arising  from  his  character  and  reputation,  added  to  the  power 
which  the  new  constitution  allowed  him,  elevated  him,  on  this 
occasion,  almost  to  the  rank  of  a  sovereign. 

In  his  journey  from  Mount  Vernon,  in  Virginia,  to  Phila- 
delphia, he  was  hailed  as  the  guardian  of  his  country  by  the 
spectators  who  thronged  the  roads.  He  was  escorted  by  per- 
sons of  high  character  and  distinction;  praised  in  the  addresses 
of  corporations  ;  and  honoured  with  triumphal  arches.  After  a 
short  indulgence  in  the  festivities  of  the  Pennsylvanian  capital, 
he  crossed  the  Delaware  into  New-Jersey,  and  proceeded  to 
New- York,  where  he  was  inaugurated  and  proclaimed  presi- 
dent. He  formed  his  cabinet  of  able  men  :  namely,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, general  Knox,  colonel  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Rand(jlph. 

The  republic  was  then  at  war  with  the  savages,  and  had  dis- 
putes with  the  Spaniards  on  the  subjects  of  boundaries  and  navi- 
gation, and  also  with  Great  Britain  on  supposed  infractions  of 
treaty.  To  put  an  end  to  the  war,  the  president  sent  negotia- 
tors; but  it  was  not  before  the  year  1790,  that  the  Creek  bar- 
barians would  agree  to  a  treaty.  As  late  as  the  year  1794, 
hostilities  were  continued  by  various  tribes;  but  general  Wayne 
then  restored  peace.  With  the  British  government,  it  was  sti- 
pulated in  the  same  year,  that  the  posts  occupied  by  the  subjects 
of  our  sovereign  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
should  be  relinquished,  and  that  compensation  should  be  made 
for  irregular  naval  captures  :  but  French  goods  were  still  to  be 
seized  in  American  vessels;  a  freedom  which  so  exasperated  the 
French  (who  acrimoniously  censured  their  old  allies  for  submit- 
ting to  it)  that  it  re  juired  all  the  address  of  the  president  to 
prevent  a  war  with  that   nation.     With  the  Spanish  court  a 

11  Appendix  to  the  Ainual  Register,  vol.  xxvi. 
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treaty  was  concluded  in  1795,  by  whiclj  the  limits  of  dominion 
were  settled  in  a  satisfactory  manner  (or  the  Americans,  uho 
were  also  gratified  with  the  free  navij^ation  of  the  Mississippi'^ 
The  hii^h  character  of  the  president  entitles  him  to  encomi- 
astic notice.  Judgment,  fortitude,  integrity,  and  correctness  of 
morals,  formed  the  chief  features  of  his  portrait.  He  pursued 
with  undeviating  steadiness  what  he  conceived  to  be  right; 
and,  in  the  grand  object  of  his  political  life,  his  perseverance 
commanded  success.  As  a  warrior,  he  uas  brave,  without  rash- 
ness ;  as  a  commander,  cautious  and  vigilant;  strict,  without 
inordinate  severity;  humane,  without  facility  of  compliance  or 
weakness  of  indulgence.  As  a  statesman,  he  attended  to  prac- 
tical advantage  rather  than  to  speculative  perfection.  If  Great 
Britain  had  allowed  to  the  Americans  the  full  benefit  of  her  con- 
stitution, he  would  not  have  renounced  her  controul  or  resisted 
her  authority.  But  he  knew  that  they  had  a  fair  claim  to  just 
government ;  and,  for  his  strenuous  efforts  in  support  of  that 
claim,  his  memory  will  never  be  reproached  by  the  manly  ad- 
vocates of  honourable  freedom. 

12  Dr.  Ramsay's  Life  of  W'ashington,  chap.  11,  I". 
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History  of  the  Contment  of  Europe,  from  the  Peace  of  Y^^^^f 
the  Settlement  of  the  Affairs  of  Holland^  in  1787. 

THE  American  revolution,  my  dear  son,  tended  to  embody 
that  spirit  of  reform  which  had  been  for  some  time  floating  on 
the  political  surface  of  France.  Even  the  most  unreflecting  in- 
habitants of  that  ill-governed  kingdom  could  not  be  blind  to  the 
abuses  or  insensible  of  the  grievances  which  prevailed.  They 
were,  in  general,  ready  to  acknowledge  the  good  intentions  of 
their  sovereign:  but  they  lamented  that  he  was  surrounded  by 
men  less  patriotic  than  himself,  and  that  he  had  not  the  spirit 
to  resist  the  advice  of  artful  courtiers.  Not  content  with  mur- 
muring, they  sw  elled  their  voices  into  the  loudness  of  clamour, 
and  called  for  a  participation  of  that  liberty  which  they  had 
contributed  to  procure  for  the  subjects  of  another  prince.  The 
middle  class,  enlightened  by  free  and  j)hilosophic  writings,  less 
enervated  by  luxury,  and  less  depraved  by  profligacy,  than  the 
higher  orders,  and  more  impressed  with  a  sense  of  honour  and 
dignity  than  the  populace,  more  strongly  felt  these  sentiments 
than  the  rest  of  the  nation.  The  ministers  of  Louis  were  alarm- 
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ed  at  the  grovvinpj  zeal ;  but  they  flattered  themselves  with  the 
hope  of  restrainiiii^  it  within  reasonable  limits. 

In  Germany,  the  illuminati  had  propaj^ated  a  general  freedom 
of  thinking  :  and  many  of  the  princes  of  that  country  were  dis- 
posed to  mitigate  the  rigours  of  stern  authority.  The  elector  of 
Bavaria,  influenced  by  the  {philanthropy  of  an  American  philo- 
sopher\  promoted  in  various  instances  tlie  accommodation  and 
happiness  of  his  people.  He  rendered  his  court  and  household 
less  burthensome  to  the  nation  ;  reformed  the  military  establish- 
ment, so  as  to  connect  the  interests  of  the  soldier  w  ith  tliose  of 
the  citizen ;  improved  the  condition  and  morals  of  the  poor ; 
and  encouraged  the  arts  and  sciences.  He  was  sometimes  se- 
duced into  acts  of  oppression  and  impolicy  by  designing  priests, 
whom  he  suffered  to  harass  the  protestants  in  the  I^alatinate  : 
but  this  conduct  arose  from  deficiency  in  judgment  and  in  vi- 
gour of  mind,  rather  than  from  ill  intentions.  The  government 
of  Saxony  was  less  arbitrary  than  that  of  Bavaria  ;  and  the 
country  more  obvir)usly  flourished  in  every  respect.  Frederic 
Augustus,  who  had  been  elector  from  the  year  1763,  had  a  bet- 
ter understanding  than  Charles  Theodore  ;  was  less  bigoted, 
less  indolent,  and  less  attached  to  i)leasure.  The  electors  of 
Mentz,  Treves,  and  Cologne,  though  priests,  suffered  the  sug- 
gestions of  philosophy  to  ameliorate  their  respective  govern- 
ments. Into  the  Hanoverian  electorate,  in  imitation  of  British 
maxims  of  policy,  the  regency  introduced  (says  the  baron  Von 
Riesbeck)  a  spirit  of  liberty  which  formed  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  system  pursued  in  the  generality  of  the  German  states. 
The  landgrave  of  Hesse  Casel  was  more  a  military  despot  than 
a  patriotic  prince.  The  duke  of  VVirtemburg  had  been  disso- 
lute, prodigal,  and  not  unfrequently  tyrannical ;  but  he  sudden- 
ly reformed  his  conduct,  and  acquired  the  esteem  of  his  people: 
their  affection  he  had  not  lost,  even  while  he  oppressed  them. 
His  neighbour,  the  margrave  of  Baden,  was  a  prince  of  a  bene- 
volent disposition  and  an  enlightened  mind. 

Joseph  boldly  prosecuted  his  career  of  innovation,  in  every 
department  of  public  affairs.  His  ordinances  of  religious  reform 
embroiled  him  with  the  court  of  Rome.  Pious  VI.  could  not 
overlook  the  innovations  of  a  son  of  the  church  ;  but  that  pon- 
tiff" had  not  the  power  to  prevent  or  repress  them  ;  nor  was  his 
mental  vigour  adequate  to  the  prosecution  of  a  spirited  contest. 
He  had  some  capacity  and  knowledge,  and  his  address  and 
manners  were  pleasing:  but  he  was  not  calculated  to  extend  the 
triumphs  or  secure  the  prerogatives  of  the  holy  see.  He  seemed 
to  think  himself  a  great  man,  because  he  had  an  imposing  ex- 
terior, a  dignified  demeanour,  and  specious  eloquence.  He  had 
all  the  litdeness  of  vanity,  without  the  greatness  of  genius.  His 

1  Known  by  the  title  gf  count  RumforJ. 
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administration  did  not  involve  a  redress  of  flagrant  grievances, 
or  an  improvement  of  the  general  state  of  his  dominions.  Of 
avidity  and  rapacity  he  exhibited  frecpient  instances.  Nepotism, 
\\hich  had  disappeared  under  Gaiigimelli,  degraded  the  sway  of 
BrasiChi.  His  prodigality  disordered  his  finances  :  the  debts  of 
the  apostolical  chamber  increased  ;  and,  though  the  taxes  were 
not  very  heavy,  the  j^eojile  had  reason  to  complain  of  oppres- 
sion. He  diminished  the  duties  levied  by  the  great  land  hold- 
ers upon  commodities  passing  through  their  domains  ;  and  he 
encouraged  some  branches  of  art  and  manufacture  ;  but  he  was 
not  consistent  or  judicious  in  his  schemes  of  this  kind.  His 
most  mem.orable  work  was  the  draining  of  the  Pomj)tine  (or 
Pontine)  marshes — an  undertaking  which  Julius  Caesar  had 
meditaied.  After  some  years  of  labour,  little  progress  seemed 
to  be  made  in  the  work  :  new  inundations  ol)structed  its  suc- 
cess :  but  the  pope  was  not  discouraged.  He  restored  the  ad- 
mirable road  called  the  Appian  Way  ;  cut  canals  through  the 
morass  ;  and  rendered  a  considerable  part  fit  lor  cultivation^. 

This  great  undertaking  was  still  in  progress,  when  the  pope 
resolved  upon  a  journey  to  Vienna^,  in  the  hope  of  restraining, 
by  adn>onitions  and  remonstrances,  the  zeal  of  Joseph.  'I'he 
prohibition  of  applying  to  the  court  of  R(jme  for  dispensations, 
the  grant  of  an  exclusive  C(;ntroul  over  monasteries  to  the  bi- 
shops, the  bui  'jection  of  (he  prelates  to  the  sole  authority  of  the 
emperor,  and  (jiher  attacks  upon  the  supj)osed  rights  of  the  pa- 
pacy, had  aroused  the  indignation  of  Pius,  and  impelled  him  to 
a  personal  vindication  of  his  dignity.  If  he  had  accurately 
known  the  character  {>f  Josej^h,  he  n.ight  have  foreseen  the  ill 
success  of  the  \  isit.  The  cardinal  de  Bernis  exhorted  him  to 
revoke  his  determination,  as  the  journey  v\ould  be  useless  with 
rei^ard  to  is  object,  and  \\  ould  entail  contempt  on  the  pontifical 
digiiitv.  Bi  t  the  pope  persuaded  himself,  that  his  eloquence 
and  the  ditiuity  of  his  station  would  have  some  influence  over  his 
imperial  majesty  :  he  was  eager  to  display  his  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  Catholicism,  and,  thought,  with  vain  self  complacency,  of  the 
enjoyment  of  frequent  opportunities  of  exhibiting  his  elegant 
person,  and  of  the  veneration  which  ihe  sanctity  of  his  charac- 
ter would  excite  in  his  progress.  Seven  cardinals,  (it  is  said) 
without  mutual  communication,  concurred  in  recommending 
the  pious  journey,  in  their  respective  answers  to  his  solicitation 
of  advice. 

Having  committed  the  government  of  his  territories  to  cardi- 
nal Colonna,  while  Pallavicini  continued  to  act  as  secretary  of 
state,  he  made  hisw  ill,  and  implored  the  assistance  of  the  Apos- 

2  Mcmoiics  Historiques  et  Philoaopliiq'ic  sur  Pic  Xl.  el  son  Pontificat,  chap.  7, 8,  9. 

3  In  February,  1782. 
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ties.  He  was  attended  to  his  carriage  by  the  grand  diike  of 
Russia,  and  escorted  to  Otricoli  by  his  nobles.  Visiting  Loretto, 
he  added  to  the  vveahh  of  the  shrine  ;  and,  when  he  had  passed 
through  the  Venetian  dominions,  he  was  received  at  Goritz  by 
count  Cobenzel  and  a  train  of  Austrians.  The  emperor  and  the 
archduke  Maximihan  met  him  at  Newkirchen,  and  conducted 
him  in  pompous  procession  to  Vienna,  where  he  was  splendidly 
lodged  and  sumptuously  entertained.  He  courted  Joseph  by 
flattery,  but  could  not  subdue  his  inflexibihty.  Having  glad- 
dened the  hearts  of  the  populace  by  frequent  benedictions,  he 
took  leave  of  the  court,  and  repaired  to  Munich,  where  the  elec- 
tor treated  him  with  reverential  regard.  He  returned  by  the 
way  of  Venice,  and  re-entered  Rome  at  a  time  when  the  high 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  rendered  the  government  unpo- 
pular. His  fruitless  and  expensive  journey  became  the  subject 
of  ridicule  and  invective  ;  and,  while  he  was  assailed  with  bitter 
pasquinades,  he  was  incensed  at  the  continued  reforms  of  the 
emperor,  who  even  presumed  to  style  himself  "supreme  guar- 
dian of  the  church  and  administrator  of  its  temporalities*." 

In  return  for  the  honor  of  this  visit,  Joseph  undertook  a  jour- 
ney to  Rome,  and  suddenly  presented  himbelf,  in  military  uni- 
form, at  the  door  of  the  pope's  apartment.  The  surprise  was 
not  disagreeable  to  the  pontiff,  but  the  result  of  this  and  other 
interviews  did  not  shake  the  firm  purpose  of  the  Austrian  po- 
tentate, who  wished  to  make  the  church  a  branch  of  the  state. 
Pius  had  also  been  involved  in  disputes  with  the  courts  o*'  Ber- 
lin and  Petersburg.  Frederic  wished  that  the  Jesuits  in  Silesia, 
and  in  his  portion  of  Poland,  might  remain  on  the  saine  footing' 
as  before  the  dissolution  of  their  order.  To  this  indulgence  the 
pope  would  have  had  no  objection,  if  the  French  and  Spanish 
courts  had  not  remonstrated  against  it.  He  required  that  they 
should  relinquish  the  habit  of  their  fraternity,  and  should  be  re- 
stricted in  point  of  preaching  and  of  sacramental  administra- 
tion ;  and  the  king  acquiesced  in  these  points,  on  condition  of 
their  remaining  embodied.  The  czarina  having  permitted  the 
Jesuits  of  White  Russia  to  take  novices,  his  holiness  complain- 
ed of  this  disobedience  to  the  bull  of  suppression.  The  dispute 
long  continued  ;  but,  as  Catharine  deemed  it  a  point  of  honor 
to  protect  the  persecuted  fraternity,  she  prevailed  over  the  op- 
position of  the  allied  catholic  courts. 

That  princess  (you  may  thus  observe)  did  not  neglect  the  con- 
cerns of  religion:  but  she  paid  greater  attention  to  politics.  Her 
present  views  were  directed  to  the  acquisition  of  the  Crimea. 
She  had  fomented  disturbances  in  that  country,  and  encouraged 
one  competitor  against  another.  Souvoroff,  who  commanded  a 

4  Memoires  sur  Pie  VI.  cliap.  II,  12,  &c. 
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division  of  her  troops,  posted  near  Prekop,  marched  against  the 
adherents  of  Dolot  Gherai,  and  i)ut  them  to  flight  without  a 
battle.  That  prince  hastened  to  Constantinople  ;  and  Saheni 
uas  proclaimed  khan.  The  Russian  general  was  afterwards 
stationed  at  Kopyl,  near  the  Black  Sea  ;  and  he  extended  his 
lines  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Cuban.  He  obtained  a  more 
important  command  on  the  return  of  prince  Prosorowski  to  Pe- 
tersburgh;  for  he  succeeded  thatgeneral  in  the  task  of  encroach- 
ing on  the  peninsula.  The  grand  signor,  considering  the  con- 
duct of  the  Russians  as  a  breach  of  treaty,  sent  an  army  into 
Moldavia,  and  a  fleet  into  the  Euxinc.  His  admiral  protested 
against  the  continuance  of  the  czarina's  troops  in  the  Crimea, 
and  of  her  ships  in  a  sea  which  was  exclusively  subject  to  the 
Porte.  Souvoroff  alleged,  that  his  mistress  had  been  requested 
by  the  Tartars  to  aid  them  with  a  military  force,  and  that  her 
fleet  merely  cruised  for  the  protection  of  the  army.  The  sultan 
Avas  not  satisfied  with  this  vindication;  but,  as  he  wished  on  far- 
ther reflection  to  avoid  a  war,  he  acquiesced  (as  I  hinted  in  a 
former  letter)  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  new  khan.  Souvoroff" 
was  then  sent  to  Astracan,  to  observe  the  state  of  Persia,  where 
different  chieftains  contended  for  pre-eminence.  As  no  oppor- 
tunity of  a  fortunate  expedition  seemed  to  present  itself,  he  re- 
moved to  Casan,  where  he  commanded  when  new  commotions 
arose  in  the  Crimea.  The  life  of  Sahem  was  so  endangered  by 
the  success  of  the  insurgents,  that  he  left  his  capital,  and  fled 
across  the  sea  of  Azoph  to  a  Russian  fortress.  His  elder  bro- 
ther seized  the  sovereignty  :  but  the  usurper  was  soon  deposed 
by  the  Moscovites  ;  and  Mohammed  Gherai,  the  leader  of  the 
insurrection,  was  stoned  to  death.  Sahem  resumed  his  power, 
only  for  the  purpose  of  abdication.  He  pretended  that  he  re- 
signed his  authority  from  his  own  free  will  :  but  this  assertion 
was  not  strictly  true.  His  renunciation,  vvhich  was  the  effect 
of  Russian  influence  and  terror,  was  followed  by  the  seizure  of 
the  principality  and  the  sul:)jugation  of  the  Nogay  Tartars^ 

This  i.nportant  acquisition  of  territory  was  announced  to  the 
world  in  a  manifesto,  stating  the  danger  to  which  the  Russian 
frontiers  were  exposed  by  the  restless  dispositions  of  the  Tartars, 
and  by  their  inability  of  making  a  proper  use  of  the  independ- 
ence conceded  to  them  ;  and  asserting  the  expediency,  for  the 
prevention  of  constant  discord  with  the  Porte,  of  annexing  to 
the  czarina's  dominions  the  peninsula  of  Crim  Tartary,  the  Cu- 
ban province,  and  the  isle  of  Taman.  The  Porte  remonstrated 
against  this  usurpation,  and  threatened  war:  but  the  Russians 
defeated  the  Nogays  (whom  Sahem,  repenting  of  his  resigna- 
tion, had  persuaded  to  take  arms  in  his  cause),  and  intimidated 

5  Histoiie  des  campagneB  du  comle  Alexander  SuworoffRvmnikski,  tome  i.  cliap.  5,6. 
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the  grand  signer  into  forbearance.     A  treaty  was  \7Rd 

signed,  bv  which  the  empress  secured  her  acquisi- 
tions.    Her  ambition  was  further  gratified  by  a  transfer  of  the 
homage  of  some  of  the  Georgian  and  Circassian  princes  from 
the  Porte  to  Russia^ 

Catharine  had  been  supported  by  Josepli  in  her  views  of  ter- 
ritorial aggrandisement.  He  had  a  strong  desire  of  extending 
his  dominions,  though  they  were  already  too  extensive  to  be 
properly  governed  by  him.  The  decline  of  the  Turkish  power 
seemed  to  ofter  a  favourable  prospect;  and,  that  he  might  with 
the  aid  of  Russia  take  advantage  of  the  weakness  of  the  Porte, 
he  had  adjusted  with  the  empress  a  secret  convention  of  close  al- 
liance, before  her  troops  seized  the  Crimea.  It  was  now  his 
turn  to  receive  an  accession  of  territory  :  but  Catharine  was 
far  from  being  so  ready  to  assist  him  as  she  was  to  serve  her- 
self; and  the  French  court,  jealous  of  his  views,  threatened  to 
-excite  a  formidable  confederacy  against  him,  if  he  should  pre- 
sume to  encroach  on  the  Turkish  dominions.  This  menace 
awed  him  into  forbearance. 

The  distance  of  the  Netherlands  from  the  Austrian  duchy,  and 
from  the  Bohemian  and  Hungarian  realms,  rendered  an  ex- 
change of  those  provinces  for  Bavaria  a  desirable  measure;  and 
Joseph  prevailed  on  the  elector  to  consent  to  his  gratification  in 
that  respect.  He  also  procured  the  assent  of  France  to  the  mea- 
sure ;  but  his  great  adversary  on  this  occasion  was  the  king  of 
Prussia,  who,  aware  of  the  advantage  which  the  its'; 

house  of  Austria  would  derive  from  the  exchange,  in 
point  of  territorial  connexion  and  compactness,  resolved  to  op- 
pose it  with  spirit,  and,  by  expatiating  on  the  arbitrary  views  of 
the  emperor,  diffused  among  the  German  princes  a  general 
alarm.     Under  his  auspices,  a  league  was  concluded  r  ,    ^o 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  indivisibility  and  indepen-       ^ 
dence  of  the  Germanic  body^.     The  electors  of  Saxony  and 
Mentz,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  his  electoral  capacity,  the 
duke  of  Deux-Ponts,  and  other  princes,  concurred  in  this  con- 
federacy; and  the  states-general  readily  adopted  the  same  cause. 
This  opposition  deterred  Joseph  from  his  purpose,  which  he 
relinquished  with  sullen  discontent*. 

In  the  views  which  he  entertained  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Dutch,  the  emperor  was  not  altogether  so  unfortunate,  as  he  ob- 
tained some  points  by  waving  others.  His  violation  of  the  bar- 
rier treaty  had  been  followed  by  encroachments  on  the  Dutch 

6  Tnoke's  Life  of  Catharine,  vol.  iii. 

7  His  chief  minister  Hf-itzberg,  who  zealously  promoted  this  league,  informs  us  that  the 
fiist  hint  of  ii  came  from  the  prince  of  Prussia,  Frederic  William, 

8  Coxe's  History  of  the  House  of  Austria,  vol,  ii.  chap.  47. 
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territories,  and  by  various  pretensions  and  demands,  which  the 
republic  opposed  as  vexatious  and  unjust.  While  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  two  i^overnments  were  negotiating,  Joseph  pro- 
mised to  relinquish  his  other  claims,  if  the  states-general  would 
permit  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  to  be  opened,  and  consent 
to  the  prosecution  of  a  direct  commerce  between  his  Netherland 
subjects  and  the  Dutch  settlements  in  the  East  Indies.  No  such 
permission  or  consent  were  the  states  inclined  to  grant ;  and, 
when  two  vessels  attempted  to  pass,  one  up  the  river,  and  the 
other  down,  they  were  instantly  seized  by  the  Hollanders®.  Jo- 
seph sent  an  army  to  avenge  the  insult;  and  the  states,  secretly 
encourged  by  Frederic,  made  preparations  for  their  defence. 

These  disputes  were  prevented,  by  the  interposition  of  the 
French  court,  from  rising  into  a  war.  Louis  wished  to  repress 
the  ambition  of  his  brother-in-law,  and  to  strengthen  his  own 
interest  in  Holland,  where  the  republican  party  (which  he  sup- 
ported against  the  stadtholder)  began  to  prevail  over  the  court. 
He  therefore  menaced  Joseph  with  his  resentment,  if  he  should 
persist  in  his  aims.  The  emperor  so  far  yielded  to  the  king's 
remonstrances,  as  to  relinquish  the  grand  point  respecting  the 
■wj  p  Scheldt;  and  a  treaty  was  at  length  adjusted,  by  which 
JMov.  o.  ^^  obtained  a  pecuniary  grant  in  lieu  of  one  of  his  ter- 
ritorial claims,  a  small  sum  to  indemnify  his  subjects  who  had 
suftered  injury  from  the  inundations  made  by  the  Dutch,  and  an 
inconsiderable  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Netherlands'". 
The  count  de  Vergennes,  by  whose  policy  this  treaty  was 
^  ^  promoted,  also  advised  Louis  to  form  a  close  alliance 
JNov.  10.  ^^j^i^  ^^^  states-general.  It  was  accordingly  stipulated, 
that  the  king,  in  case  of  any  act  of  aggression  against  the  Dutch, 
should  assist  them  with  an  army  consisting  of  twelve  thousand 
men,  and  a  fleet  composed  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line  and  six  fri- 
gates, or,  in  a  dangerous  crisis,  with  his  whole  force ;  that,  in 
ordinary  cases,  either  six  thousand  men,  or  an  equivalent  sum 
of  money,  should  be  sent  by  the  states  to  the  aid  of  France,  and, 
on  extraordinary  occasions,  a  greater  number,  but  not  more 
than  twenty-four  thousand  men  ;  and  that,  in  a  naval  war  in 
which  either  party  should  be  concerned,  the  liberty  of  the  seas 
should  be  guarantied  to  each. 

"I'he  king  of  Prassia,  did  not  oppose  this  alliance,  though  he 
disapproved  the  views  of  France  with  regard  to  the  state  of  par- 
ties in  Holland.     This  prince  now  approached  the  end  of  his 

9  In  October,  1784. 

10  Coxt's  History  of  the  House  of  Austria. — History  of  the  Revolution  of  1787  in  the 
Dutch  Hi'public. 

Thf  iii-omised  money  amounted  to  ten  millions  of  florins  (about  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  ihousaud  five  hundred  pouuds  sterling^  four  tenths  of  which  sum  were  to  be  paid  by  the 
French  court. 
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life.  He  had  for  some  years  been  troubled  with  occasional  fits 
of  the  gout :  and  he  was  frequently  harassed  by  a  difficulty  of 
digestion.  On  his  return  from  a  review  in  Silesia,  soon  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Germanic  alliance,  he  caught  cold 
from  exposure  to  heavy  rain,  and  was  seized  with  a  fever,  of 
uhich  he  long  felt  the  effects.  It  was  succeeded  by  a  violent 
cough,  which  weakened  his  frame,  but  difl  not  prevent  him 
from  attending  with  his  usual  diligence  to  affliirs  of  state.  Be- 
fore five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  constantly  gave  audience 
to  one  of  his  secretaries,  and  dictated  letters  on  foreign  con- 
cerns. Another  secretary  then  entered,  uith  whom  he  adjust- 
ed points  of  internal  government.  With  a  third  minister,  he 
discussed  military  arrangements. 

On  one  of  these  occasions,  the  secretary  fell  dead  at  his  feet 
in  presenting  a  paper  to  him.  The  king,  thus  reminded  of  his 
own  fate,  did  not  seem  shocked  at  the  accident,  but  coolly  order- 
ed the  body  to  be  removed,  sent  for  another  secretary,  and  con- 
tinued his  labors. 

When  he  had  been  thus  employed  for  three  hours,  and  had 
even  answered  letters  received  from  the  meanest  of  his  subjects, 
he  used  to  give  instructions  to  the  commandant  of  Potzdam  and 
other  officers.  His  health  was  the  next  object  of  consideration ; 
and,  although  he  had  no  high  opinion  of  medical  aid,  he  daily 
consulted  some  eminent  professors  of  the  healing  art.  He  then 
conversed  with  select  friends,  in  an  easy  and  familiar  manner. 
He  dined  alone;  and,  after  signing  the  letters  and  other  papers 
which  he  had  dictated  in  the  morning,  re-enjoyed  the  pleasures 
of  society.  Before  he  retired  to  rest,  the  works  of  the  ancients 
were  read  to  him. 

Such  were  his  daily  occupations,  during  his  last  illness,  even 
to  the  day  which  immediately  preceded  his  death.  While  the 
tomb  seemed  ready  to  open  for  his  feeble  body,  the  strength 
and  activity  of  his  mind  embraced  every  useful  object,  and  al- 
lowed him  still  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  king. 

He  began  to  despair  of  his  recovery,  when  an  habitual  noc- 
turnal perspiration  ceased.  A  difficulty  of  breathing  followed ; 
and  in  this  state  he  passed  the  winter.  In  the  spring,  his  indis- 
position increased.  Hydropic  symptoms  at  length  iTSfi 
appeared;  and,  ashe  could  no  longer  breathe  in  bed, 
he  was  obliged  to  take  rest  in  an  arm-chair.  When  his  legs 
were  alarmingly  swollen,  he  desired  that  incisions  might  be  made 
in  the  skin,  with  a  view  of  allaying  the  pain  which  he  felt. 
The  surgeon  having  objected  to  the  operation,  as  dangerous,  the 
right  leg  soon  discharged  a  great  quantity  of  matter  ;  and,  while 
the  courtiers  conceived  hopes  from  this  effort  of  nature,  the  phy- 
sicians formed  a  different  opinion.    The  weakness  of  their  pa- 

VoL.  V.  U 


154  THK  HIS'lOUY  OF  tart  iii. 

lieiit  was  now  extreme  :  he  lost  his  appetite  ;  and,  when  he  had 
lingered  in  this  state  lor  three  weeks,  be  exhibited  signs  of  ap- 
proat  hint^  death.  After  he  had  been  for  many  hours  in  a  lethar- 
gic siate,  Kngel  toi.ched  his  legs,  and  found  them  cold.  With 
a  falterini^  voice,  he  asked  what  this  surjjjeon  thopi^ht  of  his  legs. 
The  answer  was,  that  they  remained  in  the  same  state.  He 
shook  his  head,  and  spoke  nnintelliyjibly.  Froni  this  time,  his 
,„  respiration  liraduallv  became  weaker:  and  he  died 
f^*         without  apparent  a.sjony*'. 

In  his  will,  w  hich  bore  the  date  of  1769,  he  requested  that  his 
wife  mii^ht  receive  from  his  successor  an  annual  addition  of  ten 
thousand  crow  ns  to  her  jointure.  "  She  has  never  (said  he) 
given  me  any  cause  of  uneasiness  or  complaint,  and  deserves 
respect,  attachment,  and  esteem."  After  assiy;ning  various  lega- 
cies, he  adds,  '*  These  are  the  litUe  saving  of  ceconomy  out  of 
the  public  treasure  :  the)  properly  belong  to  the  state." — "  To 
be  a  y^m^,"  he  afterwards  observes,  *'  is  an  adventitious  distinc- 
tion.    Never  forget,  my  dear  nephew,  that  you  are  a  ma?i.'' 

This  monarch  was  equal  to  any  of  the  princes  of  his  time  in 
sagacity  and  abilities,  and  superior  to  most  of  them  in  the  arts 
of  w  ar  and  government.  He  had  a  spirit  of  philosophy,  which 
enabled  him  to  perceive  causes  and  foresee  consequences;  and, 
when  he  had  formed  his  plans  w  ith  judgment,  he  could  prosecute 
them  with  decision  and  energy.  He  a\  as  prompt  to  take  advan- 
tage of  every  favorable  circumstance;  and,  if  good  fortune  seem- 
ed to  desert  him,  he  could  extricate  himself  from  danger  by  op- 
portune expedients  and  artful  contrivances,  and  could  find  re- 
sources in  every  emergency.  Like  Antaeus,  he  seemed  to  rise 
strengthened  after  every  fall  ;  but  he  did  not,  like  that  fabled 
hero,  suffer  his  enemies  to  strangle  or  destroy  him  when  he  had 
risen.  His  ambition  and  rapacity  may  justly  be  blamed  ;  but, 
when  the  fervor  of  his  youth  had  abated,  he  endeavoured,  with 
studious  zeal,  to  repair  the  e\  ils  w  hich  his  fondness  for  war  had 
occasioned,  and,  in  the  case  of  Poland,  to  atone  for  the  injustice 
of  territoral  seizure  by  introducing  a  more  regular  and  settled 
government  than  that  which  had  s\ibsisted  before  the  partition. 
He  was  still  a  despot  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war*- ;  but  he  check- 


11  We  de  Frederic,  Roi  de  Pinsse,  tome  iv. 

12  Or  (iillits  is  sopai  tinl  lo  his  liero,  tir  I  hi-  will  not  allow  the  government  to  have  been 
dpsjioUc  uiiiliT  this  prince.  It  is  diflRctiii,  howt-ver,  to  conciivf  «  more  comphte  despotism. 
Fndcric  solicnul  ii  hy  atlci.ding  to  the  welfare  and  Hceutiiindation  ot  his  sulijfcts  :  but  he 
did  not  iIk'  less  consi.ler  himself  «s  iheir  niast'  r.  The  writer  represents  the  r.  gular  convo- 
Cati'in  of  ihe  provincial  stales  to  give  a<lvicf  to  the  king,  as  a  proof '>f  the  limitation  of  the 
inon:<rchic!d  power:  lilt  he  thought  himself  at  full  liheriv  eiiher  to  accept  or  disregard  the 
adxice  wliich  ihev  hulnl(l^  iiifi  red  him.  They  Ka\e  him  intoiination,  when  he  expressed  a 
vish  for  ii :  fh'  y  suggested  hints,  «hicli  he  might  rij'  cl  from  capi  ice,  or  adopt  from  »  con- 
viction of  ••xiiedittiey.  Viigostus  wasslill  a  despnt,  when  hefl-iitered  the  senalO'S  and  pre- 
servi  d  th'  fi.rn.siif  the  republic.  Slaves  are  better  Heated  by  some  masters  than  by  others: 
but  they  are  still  sJates. 
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ed  the  tyranny  of  the  nobles,  dispensed  justice  to  all  ranks,  en- 
courai^ed  learninj^  and  science,  promoted  industry  and  general 
improvement.  His  character,  in  point  of  religion,  was  that  of 
a  free  thinker.  Indeed,  he  not  only  disbelieved  and  derided 
Christianitv,  but  v\as  disposed  to  deny  the  existence  of  a  Deity. 
His  court  was  at  once  a  school  of  philosophy  and  a  seat  of  im- 
piety. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew  Frederic  William,  who  was 
then  in  the  maturity  of  his  a!J;e,  having  nearly  completed  his 
forty-second  year.  The  father  of  the  new  king  was  VV^illiam, 
Augustus,  who  was  unequal  in  abilities  to  his  renowned  brother, 
but  v\as  more  agreeable  in  his  manners,  and  more  amiable  in 
his  character.  "  Unlike  Frederic  (says  Mr.  Wraxall)  he  ma- 
nifested a  decided  passion  for  the  pleasures  of  women  ;  and  his 
gallantries  uere  no  less  public  than  they  were  numerous."  His 
death  was  accelerated  by  the  harsh  treatment  which  he  received 
from  his  unfeeling  brother,  who,  because  the  prince  was  not 
sufficiently  active  in  the  campaign  of  1757,  told  him  that  he  de- 
served to  lose  his  head,  and  contemptuously  dismissed  him  from 
the  military  service". 

Fredeiic  William  had  been  obliged  to  pass  through  the  sub- 
ordinate ranks  of  the  army  to  the  dignity  of  a  general.  Impli- 
cit obedience,  and  a  strict  attention  to  discipline,  had  been  as 
much  expected  from  him  as  from  the  meanest  soldier  ;  but,  by 
his  punctuality  and  patience  in  his  drudgery,  or  by  his  subser- 
viency in  other  respects,  he  had  not  acquired  the  esteem  of  the 
royal  warrior,  who  testified  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  his  abili- 
ties, and  treated  him  with  reserve  and  neglect.  He  did  not, 
therefore  very  poignantly  regret  the  loss  of  his  uncle. 

The  first  acts  of  his  reign  were  pleasing  to  his  subjects.  He 
gave  his  confidence  to  Hertzberg  and  other  able  statesmen;  re- 
formed some  abuses  ;  alleviated  the  burthen  of  taxation  ;  paid 
the  debts  which  he  had  contracted  before  his  accession ;  dis- 
tributed money  among  the  indigent :  removed  those  restrictions 
to  which  commerce,  even  by  Frederic,  had  been  unwisely  sub- 
jected; and  diligently  attended  to  all  the  concerns  of  govern- 
ment. But  he  did  not  long  continue  thus  to  act.  Indolence, 
and  love  of  pleasure,  diverted  him  from  public  duties ;  and  he 
quickly  lost  the  reputation  which  he  was  beginning  to  acquire'*. 

Prince  Henry  advised  the  king  to  pursue  the  system  of  his 
predecessor,  and  aim  at  detaching  France  from  the  Austrian 
connexion:  but,  apj^rehending  that  the  prince  wished  to  rule  at 
court,  he  treated  him  with  coolness,  and  neglected  his  counsels. 

13  Wraxall's  Memoirs,  letter  v. 

14  Histoire  des  principaux  eveneinens  (lu  regne  de  Frederic  Guillaurae  II.  roi  de  Prasse 
par  L.  P.  Segur. 
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Hertzberg  preserved  his  influence  for  a  time,  but  did  not  expect 
loncj  to  reUiin  it. 

The  aft'airs  of  the  United  Provinces  appeared  sufiiciently  in- 
teresting, even  to  the  indolent  and  vcjlupluous  monarch,  to  ex- 
cite his  occasional  attention.  He  was  earnestly  desired  by  his 
sister,  the  princess  of  Orange,  to  exert  him  self  in  the  cause  of 
her  husband,  and  prevent  the  French  from  domineeiing  in  Hol- 
land; and  Hertzberg  concurred  in  recommending  his  interference. 

The  success  of  the  Americans,  in  shaking  off"  the  British 
yoke,  had  stimulated  the  zeal  of  a  powerful  party  among  their 
Dutch  allies,  to  make  the  constitution  more  decidedly  republican 
than  the  authority  of  the  stadtholder  allowed  it  to  be.  In  argu- 
ing against  the  impolicy  of  submitting  to  the  sway  of  one  man, 
the  leaders  of  this  party  were  obliged  to  discuss  the  origin  of 
government,  and  refer  to  the  rights  of  the  people :  and  an  op- 
portunity was  thus  afforded  to  inferior  individuals  for  the  asser- 
tion of  popular  claims,  and  the  formation  of  a  democratic  party, 
not  altogether  agreeing  with  the  aristocratic  opposers  of  the 
prince  of  Orange.  Both,  however,  concurred  in  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  weakening  the  power  of  the  stadtholder,  whose  conduct 
during  the  war  was  supposed  to  have  been  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  republic. 

Three  men  of  talents,  weight,  and  spirit,  headed  the  aristocratic 
party.  These  were  the  pensionaries  of  Amsterdam,  Dodrecht, 
and  Haarlem — Van  Berkel,  Gyzlaar,  and  Zeebergen — to  whom 
the  rhingrave  of  Salm,  an  intriguing  adventurer,  had  strongly 
attached  himself.  Van  Bleiswyk,  the  grand  pensionary  of  Hol- 
land, was  so  fully  under  the  inffuence  of  Van  Berkel,  that,  al- 
though considerably  superior  in  official  dignity,  he  was  compa- 
ratively insignificant.  Prince  Louis  of  Bruns  \  ick,  being  still 
the  chief  adviser  of  the  stadtholder,  was  particularly  obnoxious 
to  these  confederates,  who  therefore  aimed  at  his  removal  from 
the  territories  of  the  republic.  Complaints  of  his  arbitrary 
proceedings  and  improper  advice  were  loudly  repeated ;  and  it 
was  discovered  that  William,  when  his  minority  ceased,  had 
promised  to  the  field-marshal,  as  an  inducement  to  his  continu- 
ance at  court,  constant  protection,  and  support  against  eventual 
allegations  and  charges.  The  states  of  Holland  and  Friseland 
stigM.atised  this  promise  as  unconstitutional  :  and  the  former 
assembly  prohibited  the  troops  from  obeying  prince  Louis,  who 
was  also  personally  excluded  from  the  province.  The  states  of 
Utreicht  having  pronounced  a  similar  vote,  he  resigned  his  trust, 
and,  taking  advantage  of  the  pretext  offered  for  his  retreat  by 
the  rupture  between  the  I^utch  and  the  emperor,  quitted  a  coun- 
try in  which  for  thirty-three  years'^  he  had  enjoyed  a  command- 

15  Flora  the  death  of  William  IV.  in  1751.  to  17SV. 
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ing  influence.  Retiring  to  Aix-la  Chapelle,  he  gratified  his  in- 
clination for  mihtary  parade  by  attending  the  reviews  of  the 
imperial  troops.  It  w  as  afterwards  reported  by  his  enemies, 
that  he  had  conspired  to  betray  Maestricht  into  the  hands  of  the 
emperor.  The  rhingrave  of  Salm  alleged,  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  had  informed  him  of  the  intended  treachery;  but,  when 
the  affair  was  investigated,  no  proof  of  such  a  plot  could  be 
discovered'^. 

The  spirit  of  reform  was,  at  this  time,  particularly  active  in 
the  prov"nje  of  Utrecht.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  capi- 
tal and  other  towns,  deeming  the  formation  of  the  senate  or 
council  too  aristocratic,  proposed  that  the  members  should  be 
chosen  by  the  burghers  at  large :  but  neither  the  senate  nor  the 
stadtholder  would  accede  to  this  demand.  At  Utrecht,  the  con- 
test was  warmly  maintained  ;  and  Ondaatje,  the  democratic 
leader,  was  committed  to  prison  upon  a  charge  of  sedition. — 
The  council  of  Amersfort,  still  more  imperious  than  that  of 
Utrecht,  desired  the  states  of  the  province  to  procure  from  the 
prince  of  Orange  the  immediate  aid  of  troops,  for  the  repression 
of  popular  turbulence.  A  committee  of  the  states  having  appli- 
ed in  the  name  of  the  whole  assembly,  William,  too  readily, 
sent  a  body  of  horse  and  foot  to  Amersfort.  This  measure, 
being  considered  as  unnecessarily  violent,  excited  a  general 
alarm,  and  produced  strong  remonstrances  from  different  states 
of  the  union*''. 

The  senate  of  Utrecht,  affecting  moderation,  authorised  some 
of  its  members  to  frame  regulations  of  reform,  in  concert  with 
delegates  named  by  the  citizens.  Provisional  articles  were 
drawn  up,  and  submitted  to  public  inspection  :  but  the  senate 
did  not  seem  disposed  to  carry  them  into  effect.  A  promise  of 
compliance  was  given  :  it  was  soon  retracted;  and  the  burghers 
were  threatened  with  military  coercion.  The  firmness  of  the 
latter,  however,  procured  from  the  council  a  confirmation  of  the 
new  ordinances.  Still  the  scheme  was  not  executed ;  and  the 
delay  so  incensed  the  democratic  party,  that  recourse  was  had 
to  means  of  intimidation.  The  burghers,  appearing  under 
arms,  degraded  thirty  of  the  senators,  and  elected  new  mem- 
bers, who  swore  to  the  observance  of  the  recent  regulations. — 
The  provincial  states,  offended  at  these  bold  proceedings,  ad- 
journed their  meeting  to  Amersfort'^ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prince's  opponents  in  the  province  of 
Holland  were  not  inattentive  to  what  they  considered  as  the  in- 
terest of  the  republic.  By  the  medium  of  M.  de  Maillebois,  who, 

Ifi  History  of  the  internal  ;iffniis  of  the  United  Provinces,  from  the  yearl~80,  to  the 
commencement  ot  hostilisies  in  June  1787  ;  sec.  3  and  4. — History  of  the  revolution  of  1787 
in  the  Dutch  revublic,  sec.  2.  3. 

17  History  ot  the  United  Provinces,  sec.  4. 

18  Memoire  de  M.  Caillard  sur  la  revolution  d'HoIlande,  pnblie  par  Segar. 
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during  tlie  contest  with  the  emperor,  had  been  sent  From  France 
with  the  acquiescence  of  the  stadtholder,  tocominaiid  the  Dutch 
army,  they  proposed  the  formation  of  a  n -w  military  board  ; 
and,  when  this  scheme  had  i^een  rejected  by  a  committee  of  the 
states  general,  because  it  encroached  on  the  authority  of  the 
council  of  state,  their  eff  )rts  were  ea^^erly  directerl  to  the  re- 
vival of  those  armed  associations  among  the  buighers,  v\  hich 
had  been  deemed  necessary  during  the  war,  and  were  now  de- 
clared to  be  useful  for  the  prevention  of  tumults.  The  spirit  of 
arming  thus  encouraged,  spread  through  the  chief  towns  of  Hol- 
land, Over-Yssel,  Groningen,  and  Utrecht ;  and  the  states  of 
the  first  of  those  provinces  \oted,  lh.it  guards  should  do  duty  at 
the  Hague,  and  that  the  council  of  deputies  should  issue  orders 
for  this  purpose.  The  stadtholder  protested,  without  effect, 
against  a  resolution  which  derogated  from  his  military  autho- 
rity. He  soon  after  repaired  to  Breda;  while  the  princess  turn- 
ing a  deaf  ear  to  all  proposals  tending,  on  j)retence  of  allowin.^ 
her  a  high  degree  of  power,  to  disunite  her  from  her  husband, 
retired  into  Friseland.  In  this  province,  the  majority  of  the  re- 
gents voted  a  memorial  to  the  prince,  roprobating  the  ambitious 
aims  of  his  adversaries*^. 

The  views  of  the  French  were  now  turned  to  India,  where, 
they  thought,  the  power  of  the  Dutch  might  be  rendered  subser- 
vient to  a  great  diminution  of  that  of  Britain.  The  duke  de 
Choiseul,  with  that  intent,  had  proposed  a  close  union  betw  een 
the  French  and  Dutch  East  India  companies,  not  long  after  the 
peace  of  Paris;  but  the  scheme  had  been  relinq.iished  as  unsea- 
sonable. Van  Berkel  now  endeavoured  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
He  proposed,  that  the  company  should  send  to  the  East  Indies 
about  three  thousand  soldiers;  but  the  directors,  pleading  pover- 
ty, refused  to  agree  to  the  pro|5osal,  and  prepared  a  memorial, 
requesting  the  permission  of  the  states  general  for  a  new  loan, 
to  provide  for  those  expenses  which  the  war  with  Britain  had 
rendered  them  unable  to  defray.  Instead  of  attending  to  the 
memorial,  the  states-general,  influenced  by  the  pensi>>nary,  de- 
cWed  that  the  distress  of  the  company  was  the  consequence  of 
directorial  mismanagement,  and  therefore  voted  that  a  b<.ardof 
conu"ol  should  be  nominated  by  the  states  of  Holland.  The  di- 
rectors, at  first,  strongly  opposed  this  tneasure,  but  were  pre- 
vailed upon  to  agree  to  it  with  some  modifications.  The  French 
party  advised,  that  an  armament  should  be  immediately  sent 
out,  and  the  charges  be  defrayed  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Holland  :  that  an  alliance  should  be  negotiated  with  the 
sultan  Tippoo  and  other  princes  ;  and  that  the  chief  Eng'ish 
settlements  Should  beat  once  attacked  by  the  confederates.  This 

19  History  »fthe  Dutch  Revolution,  sect.  3. 
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scheme,  however,  was  too  serious  and  important  to  be  hastily 
adopted.  Even  among  those  who  were  disaffected  to  the  staclt- 
holder,  many  began  to  be  jealous  of  the  increasing  influence  of 
France,  and  to  disapprove  the  dangerou'S  projects  of  Gallic  am- 
bition. This  jealousy  prompted  the  major  part  of  the  council 
of  Amsterdam  to  gratify  the  prince  with  an  acknowledgment  of 
his  rii>ht  to  the  command  of  the  garrison  at  the  Hague.  The 
minority,  howexer,  jjrotested  against  it;  and,  being  supported 
by  the  associations  ax  free  corps^  prevailed  (n  er  the  less  resolute 
majoritx .  It  was  ordered  by  the  states  of  Holland,  that  no  mili- 
tary honors  should  be  paid  to  the  prince  at  the  Hague;  and  his 
arnjs  were  effaced  from  the  colours  of  the  guards*". 

A  renewed  promise  of  support  was  now  received  from  France; 
and  M.  de  Ver.c  v\  as,  at  the  same  time,  desired  to  present  a  me- 
morial to  the  states-general.  Intimating  that  Louis  would  neither 
trouble  himself  with  the  internal  disputes  of  the  republic,  nor 
suffer  any  other  prince  or  state  to  interfere.  The  British  en- 
voy, in  a  spirited  memorial,  disclaimed  all  intentions  of  impro- 
per interference,  but  expressed  an  anxious  wish  that  the  "  go- 
vernment should  be  preserved  in  those  hands  to  which  it  had 
been  intrusted  by  the  constitution,  and  founded  on  principles  es- 
tablished by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  nation."  To  this  me- 
m<  rial  a  respectful  answer  was  proposed  to  be  given;  and  the 
assembly,  in  opposition  to  the  states  of  Holland,  voted  that  the 
legion  com  mandedbytherhingraveofSalm  should  be  disbanded. 

The  conduct  of  the  states-general  alarmed  the  three  pensiona- 
ries, who  called  upon  the  associations  to  come  forward,  and  re- 
solved to  preserve  the  legion  as  a  provincial  corps.  The  death 
of  the  great  Frederic,  which  occurred  at  this  crisis,  did  not  tend 
to  retard  their  operations.  From  an  unwillingness  to  embroil 
himself  with  the  French  court,  he  had  recommended  moderation 
to  the  stadtholder's  party  ;  but  the  new  king  was  more  disp'^sed 
to  act  in  defence  of  the  dignity  of  his  sister,  and  in  support  of 
the  prince's  claims.  Van  Berkel,  however,  hoped  to  intimidate 
Frederic  William,  by  boasting  of  the  expected  aid  of  France  for 
the  patriotic  cause. 

In  the  province  of  Guelderland,  the  towns  of  Hattem  and  EI- 
burg  shook  off  the  yoke  of  the  stadtholder,  at  the  instigation  of 
Gyzlaar  :  but  they  did  not  long  remain  independent.  General 
Spengelen  was  preparing  to  invest  the  former,  when  the  free 
corps  retired  from  it ;  and,  with  equal  ease,  he  took  possession 
of  the  latter.  A  bold  attack  was  soon  after  made  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  prince  by  the  states  of  Holland.  Ha\  ing  procured 
an  order  from  the  states-general  for  the  removal  of  luelve  regi- 
ments into  that  province,  they  ventured  to  suspend  him  from  the 

20  History  of  the  Dutch  Revolution,  sect.  4, 
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office  of  captain-general,  and  put  the  military  departments  into 
commission-'. 

The  French  court  directed  M.  de  Rayneval  to  propose  terms 
of  accommodation  :  but  the  conditions  were  incompatible  with 
the  prince's  pretensions,  and  his  desire  of  continued  power.  He 
therefore  rejected  them  without  hesitation,  trustinp^  to  the  aid  of 
Great  Brit£.in  and  Prussia.  From  sir  James  Harris  he  received 
assurances  of  viojorous  support ;  and  count  Gortz,  who  was  de- 
puted from  Berlin  to  negotiate,  was  equally  lavish  of  professions 
and  promises. 

The  influence  of  the  prince's  adversaries  in  the 
A.  D.  I'O'' ^^^seji^l^lyof  thestates of  Hoiland,did  not  prove  suf- 
ficient to  procure  the  adoption  of  two  proposals,  one  of  which 
tended  to  make  the  members  responsible  to  the  people  for  their 
conduct,  while  the  other  related  to  the  occupancy  of  the  Hague 
by  the  rhingrave's  legion.  Another  question  was  productive  of 
long  debates.  The  magistrates  of  different  towns  and  provinces 
had  entered  into  a  public  confederacy,  and  had  named  a  com- 
mitte  for  the  prosecution  of  every  object  connected  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  and  the  general  interest ;  and  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Amsterdam,  with  the  same  professed  view, 
had  called  for  an  extraordinary  commission  of  inquiry.  It  was 
now  proposed,  in  the  meeting  of  the  states,  that  fifteen  members 
of  that  body  should  be  empowered  to  investigate  and  ascertain 
the  just  prerogatives  of  the  stadtholder  ;  but,  after  a  protracted 
discussion,  his  opponents  could  not  obtain  such  a  committee  as 
they  wished. 

Vigorous  measures  were  deemed  necessary  by  the  party  for 
the  reparation  of  declining  credit.  The  establishment  of  a  pa- 
ramount authority  in  Amsterdam  being  an  object  of  the  highest 
concern,  spirited  attempts  were  made  to  procure  a  majority  in 
the  council.  The  burghers,  surrounding  the  town-house,  en- 
forced by  clamor,  the  resignation  of  nine  members,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  successors  friendly  to  the  cause  of  the  pensiona- 
ries. At  Rotterdam  similar  steps  were  taken  ;  and,  by  these 
and  other  measures,  the  party  recovered  its  ascendency  in  the 
states  of  Holland. 

In  the  province  of  Utrecht,  the  collision  was  more  violent,  as 
the  adherents  of  the  court  were  less  submissive.  The  states  at 
Amersfort  retracted  their  promise  of  accepting  the  mediation  of 
the  rest  of  the  provinces,  and  resumed  an  air  of  boldness  and  de- 
fiance. Irritated  by  this  conduct,  the  senate  of  Utrecht  order- 
ed, that  the  quota  of  revenue  payable  by  the  citizens,  should 
no  longer  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  seceding  states.  This  prohi- 
bition was  so  resented,  that  troops  were  put  in  motion  for  the 

21  History  of  the  Dutch  Kevolution,  sect.  4.— History  of  the  luternal  Affairs  of  the  United 
ProTiDces,  sect.  5  and  6. 
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siege  of  the  city.  The  states  of  Holland  resolved  to  support  the 
senate  by  military  aid  ;  and,  when  the  states- general  had  de- 
creed, that  no  troops  should  march  from  one  province  to  ano- 
ther without  the  consent  of  the  representative  assembly  of  the 
latter,  only  a  limited  acquiescence  was  given,  dependent  on  the 
forbearance  of  all  hostile  operations  by  the  soldiery  of  one  pro- 
vince against  the  inhabitants  of  another,  even  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  states. 

The  conduct  of  the  court  precipitated  hostilities.  The  count 
d'Eft'eren  was  ordered  by  the  stadtholder,  with  the  consent  of 
the  assembly  of  Amersfort,  to  seize  the  posts  of  Vreesvvyk  and 
Jutphaas.  A  detachment  of  the  burghers  of  Utrecht,  advancing 
to  obstruct  this  seizure,  received  the  fire  of  the  count's^  ^  „ 
party,  but  soon  put  the  enemy  to  flight.  The  states 
of  Holland  now  sent  troops  to  garrison  those  posts,  and  defend 
Utrecht ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  speedy  assistance  was  solicited 
by  Amersfort  leaders  from  the  rest  of  the  provinces. 

While  the  two  parties  were  thus  inflamed,  a  riot  arose  at 
Amsterdam,  where  thirty-three  thousand  persons  had  signed  an 
address  to  the  states,  in  support  of  the  prince's  authority.  The 
ship-builders  and  other  workmen,  instead  of  waiting  the  effect 
of  this  apj)lication,  patroled  the  streets  in  a  disorderly  manner, 
insulted  those  passengers  who  favored  the  republican  cause,  and 
wounded  some  of  them  with  various  weapons,  but  were  at  length 
routed.  A  scene  of  pillage  ensued,  many  of  the  houses  of  b^  )th 
parties  being  plundered  by  diflferent  divisions  of  the  populace. 
The  armed  burghers  now  appeared  ;  and  an  attack  was  made, 
both  with  cannon  and  musquets,  on  those  who  had  commenced 
the  riot.  Lives  were  lost  on  both  sides,  and  some  of  the  rioters 
were  judicially  punished. 

As  officers  in  a  regular  army  are  frequendy  more  disposed  to 
obey  their  chief  commander  than  the  legislative  assembly  by 
which  they  are  supported,  the  major  part  had  refused  to  side 
with  the  states  of  Holland ;  and  almost  two-thirds  of  the  com- 
mon soldiers  were  now  found  to  be  equally  refractor3\  General 
Van  Ryssel  diligently  strove  to  check  this  courtly  propensity ; 
and  the  remaining  troops  were  assisted  by  the  spirit  of  the  vo- 
lunteers and  armed  burghers.  Five  delegates,  stationed  at  Wo- 
erden,  were  not  onlv  authorised  to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the 
armv,  but  to  exercise  every  branch  of  executive  power. 

If  the  republic  had  been  left  to  itself,  the  stadtholder  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  been  reduced  to  submission,  notwith- 
standing his  influence  over  the  army  :  but,  as  Great  Britain  and 
Prussia  had  so  peremptorily  interfered,  the  pensionaries  had  no 
hope  of  success  without  military  aid  from  France.  To  that 
court,  therefore,  thev  made  frequent  applications ;  but  the  rq- 
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plies  u  ere  unsatisfactory.  One  answer  was,  that  the  French 
could  not  interfere  with  propriety,  when  desired  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  republic;  and  that  the  party  had  not  yet  ac- 
fjuired  a  preponderance  in  the  states-general.  Another  was, 
tliat  Louis  would  join  Frederic  William  and  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty in  the  work  of  mediation. 

The  intriguing  spirit  of  the  English  ambassador  was  now 
exerted  with  considerable  effect.  He  wished  to  lead  the  king  of 
Prussia  into  immediate  hostilities;  and,  with  that  view,  advised 
the  princess  of  Orange  to  repair  to  the  Hague,  and  take  an  ac- 
tive part  in  support  of  the  stadtholder.  He  thought  it  not  im- 
prol:)ab]e,  either  that  she  might  be  stopped  in  her  journey,  or 
that,  if  she  should  be  suffered  to  pass,  the  populace  of  the  Hague 
might  be  influenced,  by  her  appearance  and  the  arts  of  her  em- 
issaries, to  rise  in  defence  of  the  stadtholder's  authority.  The 
opposite  party  fell  into  the  snare,  contrived  by  diplomatic  craft. 
J  ^o  The  princess  was  stopped  near  Schoonhoven,  by  a 
""^  *  detachment  of  burghers ;  and,  after  a  short  detention, 
being  debarred  from  pursuing  her  intended  journey,  she  re- 
turned to  Nimeguen^\ 

This  insult  aroused  the  indignation  of  the  Prussian  monarch, 
■who  declared  that  he  considered  the  offence  as  committed  against 
himself,  and  ordered  the  baron  be  Thulemeyer  to  demand  com- 
plete reparation  from  the  states  of  Holland.  The  requisition, 
being  tv^  ice  evaded,  was  repeated  in  a  firm  tome  ;  and  even  the 
French  recommended  an  apology  to  the  princess,  to  avert  or 
delay  the  hostilities  of  Prussia.  No  satisfaction  being  given, 
the  duke  of  Brunswick  began  his  march  toward  the  Dutch 
frontiers  with  eighteen  thousand  men. 

The  king  of  France  was  willing  to  gratify  the  republican 
party  with  all  the  aid  that  he  could  afford  without  engaging  in 
war ;  and,  therefore,  still  exhorted  the  leaders  to  aim  at  an  ac- 
commodation. The  count  de  Vergennes  was  more  disposed  than 
his  master  to  enter  with  zeal  into  the  cause  of  the  Dutch  patri- 
ots ;  and,  after  the  death  of  that  minister,  the  count  de  Mont- 
morin  advised  the  equipment  of  an  army.  The  marechal  de 
Stgur,  minister  of  war,  repeatedly  applied  for  the  pecuniary 
means  of  forming  a  camp  at  Givet ;  but  the  archbishop  of  Tou- 
louse studiously  delayed  the  decision  of  the  council  on  this  sub- 
ject, pretending  that  the  menace  of  arming  would  be  sufficient 
to  intimidate  the  court  of  Berlin.  Mr.  Barthelemy,  however, 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  London,  announced  that  succours 
o         ,^    would  be  given  to  the  Dutch  ;  and,  upon  that  intima- 

•^  *  '  tion,  Great  Britain  prepared  a  fleet  and  embodied  an 
nrmy. 

2'2  Histoire  du  Ktgnc  de  Fiederic  Guillauine,  par  Segur.chap.  5. 
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Before  this  delusive  declaration  was  made,  the  state  of  Hol- 
land consented  to  write  to  the  princess  an  apologetic  letter  ;  but 
the  baron  de  Thulemeyer  had  already  been  ordered  to  present 
a  note,  requiring,  beside  an  humble  and  explicit  apology,  the 
exemplary  punishment  of  the  republican  leaders,  and  direaten- 
jng  the  invasion  of  Holland,  if  a  satisfactory  answer  should  not 
be  given  within  four  days.  At  a  meeting  of  the  states,  Van 
Berkel  declared  that  this  note  was  too  insulting  to  deserve  con- 
sideration; and  it  was  merely  resolved,  that  two  deputies  should 
be  sent  to  Berlin  to  explain  every  circumtsance  connected  with 
the  interruption  of  the  journey  meditated  by  the  princess". 

Finding,  from  the  report  of  officers  sent  to  reconnoitre  t!ie 
camp  at  Givet,  that  all  apprehensions  of  the  march  of  a  French 
army  were  groundless,  the  duke  of  Brunswick  put  his  troops  in 
motion,  on  the  receipt  of  the  last  answer  from  Holland.  From 
the  drynessof  the  summer,  the  inundations  to  which  the  adverse 
party  had  recourse  were  not  effectual ;  and,  from  the  choice  of 
a  commander  on  whom  no  dependence  could  be  placed,  die  city 
of  Utrecht,  which  might  have  been  defended  for  a  considerable 
time,  was  given  up  without  a  blow.  Other  defensible  towns 
were  taken  with  equal  facility  ;  and  the  partisans  of  the  stadt- 
holder  prognosticated  rapid  and  complete  sucsess. 

The  states-general,  pleased  at  the  progress  of  the  Prussians, 
supported  the  prince's  cause  by  some  spirited  resolutions  ; 
and  the  states  of  Holland,  despairing  of  the  accomplishment  of 
their  schemes,  annulled  all  votes  prejudicial  to  his  interest.  The 
free  corps  at  the  Hague  being  disbanded,  the  populace,  more 
courtly  than  republican,  gave  way  to  riotous  exultation.  Wil- 
lian  gladly  re-appeared  in  the  seat  of  his  former  power ;  and 
the  princess  afterwards  made  her  public  entry,  in  a  carriage 
drawn  by  women. 

Hostilities,  however,  did  not  immediately  cease.  As  it  was 
still  supposed  that  the  French  court  would  send  some  assist- 
ance, the  republican  chiefs,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  better 
terms,  resolved  to  make  a  stand  at  Amsterdam.  The  avenues 
to  that  city  were  rendered  as  inaccessible  as  partial  inundations 
and  various  modes  of  defence  could  make  them;  and  the  cheva- 
lier de  Ternant,  an  officer  of  merit,  was  entrusted  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  garrison.  But  the  troops,  consisting  chiefly  of  free 
corps,  were  not  in  a  high  state  of  discipline,  or  habituated  to 
strict  obedience ;  and  the  commandant  was  in  some  degree  fet- 
tered by  the  authority  of  the  council  and  the  will  of  the  citi- 
zens. The  duke  of  Brunswick,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the  un- 
controlled director  of  that  regular  piece  of  mechanism,  a  Prus- 
sian army. 

23  History  of  the  Dutch  Revolution,  sect,  5, 
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Tlie  only  practicable  approaches  w  ere  by  six  roads  running 
alonj^-  cl\  kcb  ;  and  tlie  defences  iormed  three  parts  of  a  circle 
froni  the  north-east  to  the  south  west,  while  the  inlet  Ci'lled  the 
Y,  secured  the  town  on  the  northern  side.  A  verv  important 
post  was  the  Half  Wetien  Sluys,  which  connected  the  lake  of 
Haarlem  w  iih  the  Y.  This  was  well  fortified  in  point  of  works, 
but  had  not  a  sufficient  garrison.  About  eight  hundred  men, 
being  sent  in  boats  at  night  to  the  back  of  this  post,  made  a 
fierce  attack  on  its  surprised  occupants,  and  soon  reduced  it. 
The  station  ot  Amstelveen  w  as  so  strong  in  front,  that  an  as- 
sault upon  that  part  seemed  hopeless.  The  duke,  however,  made 
p.  preparations  to  attack  it  in  person,  while  a  detachment, 

'  passing  upon  a  branch  of  the  lake,  approached  the  rear^ 
The  latter  corps,  having  stormed  a  battery  and  seven  traverses, 
haltfd  near  die  village.  An  entrenchment  in  front  was  quickly 
forced  by  the  duke  ;  but,  in  assaulting  another,  he  was  exposed 
to  an  incessant  cannonade  in  various  directions  for  four  hours, 
while  he  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  detachment,  which  had 
been  stopped  b}  mistake  of  others.  When  the  long  expected 
division  renev.  ed  its  operations,  the  village  was  forced,  and  the 
whole  post  taken.  Other  assaults  were  made  on  the  same  morn- 
ing ;  but  the  decisive  success  of  the  enemy  occurred  at  Half- 
Wegen  and  Amstelveen.  The  unaccountable  neglect  of  the 
lake  of  Haarlem  by  the  Hollanders,  principally  occasioned  the 
duke's  speedy  triumph^*. 

Small  loss  was  sustained  on  the  side  of  the  Prussians,  if  that 
account  be  true  w  hich  limits  the  number  of  slain  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  loss  was  nuich  greater 
on  the  ])art  of  the  Dutch.  The  citizens  evinced  great  humanity 
in  their  treatment  of  the  wounded  Prussians,  who,  in  return, 
feelingly  acknowledged  the  obligation. 

The  consternation  of  the  magistrates  and  citizens  led  to  an 
agreement  of  surrender.  The  representatives  of  the  town  made 
their  appearance  at  the  Hague,  in  the  provincial  assembly,  and 
gave  their  assent  to  the  recent  votes  of  the  states.  After  some 
delay,  a  capitnlation  wa.>  signed,  by  which  the  three  pensiona- 
ries, their  bold  associate  Visscher,  and  thirteen  other  individu- 
als, were  j)recluded  from  ever  acting  in  the  ])ublic  service. 
G\  zlaar  and  some  others  of  the  parly  retired  from  a  country 
which  they  considered  as  ensla\ed:  Van  Berkel  and  Zeebergen 
were  among  those  w  ho  remained.  Manv  other  persons,  disaf- 
fected tc)  the  stadiholder,  were  removed  from  official  stations  in 
the  different  provinces  :  not  only  former  prerogatives  were  re- 
stored, but  new  powers  were  granted  to  him  ;  and  each  of  the 
provincial  assemblies  guarantied  the  whole  government  of  the 
republic. 

24  Memoire  dc  M.  Caillarcl. — Histoiyof  the  Datch  Revolution,  sect.  5. 
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The  triumph  of  the  stadtholder  evinced  the  decline  of  the 
French  interest  :  it  also  proved  that  the  spirit  of  the  court  was 
at  a  low  ebb.  If  Louis  had  acted  with  the  vij^our  of  some  of 
his  brave  and  resolute  ancestors,  the  kinj^  of  Prussia  would  have 
relinquished  the  contest. 

To  the  interior  affairs  of  France,  I  now  call  your  attention. 
That  kingdom  visibly  laboured  under  various  disorders.  The 
government  was  unsteady,  vacillatin.a;  from  one  system  to  ano- 
ther, or  rather  influenced  by  no  res^ular  system  or  aell- digested 
plan.  The  burthens  of  the  war  were  still  feh  :  public  credit  was 
at  a  lov\  ebb  :  many  grievances,  even  under  a  patriotic  monarch, 
called  for  redress;  commerce  and  the  arts  languished;  and  dis- 
content perv  aded  the  realm.  The  state  of  the  finances  occa- 
sioned much  discussion,  both  in  the  cabinet  and  throughout  the 
country  ;  and  the  uneasiness  arising  from  this  source  was  ag- 
gravated by  the  failure  of  the  Caisse  d'Escompte,  a  bank  insti- 
tuted in  1776,  which  had  acquired  sufficient  credit  for  its  stock 
to  rise  above  par.  The  inconvenience  of  this  failure  was,  indeed, 
soon  remedied  ;  and  all  financial  embarrassments  might  have 
been  gradually  removed  by  circumspect  deliberation  and  en- 
lightened policy:  but  the  ministry  did  not  display  that  wisdom 
or  judgn^ent  which  the  case  required. 

While  the  count  de  Vergennes  (who  after  the  death  of  Mau- 
repas  in  1781,  enjo\ed  the  chief  confidence  of  Louis)  directed 
foreign  affairs,  JM.deCalonne  succeeded  d'Ormesson  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  finances^^  The  queen's  interest  procured  for 
him  an  appointment  not  very  desirable  at  such  a  conjuncture. 
He  had  acted  with  ability  as  a  solicitor  and  advocate  in  some 
provincial  councils  and  parliaments,  and  after vvards  as  an  inten- 
dant ;  and,  was  supposed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  consti- 
tution, laws,  and  interests  of  France.  He  was,  however,  more 
attached  to  pleasure  than  to  business.  He  vvas  agreeable  in  his 
manners,  not  strict  in  his  morals ;  lively,  insinuating,  and  elo- 
quent; quick,  bold,  and  resolute.  His  friends,  particularly  the 
fair  sex,  pretended  to  foretell  that  he  would  soon  restore  order 
to  the  finances,  supply  all  deficiencies  of  revenue,  and  make  the 
state  flourish.  Not  such  was  the  general  opinion  ;  for  the  levity 
of  his  character  seemed  to  forbid  the  hope  (^f  deriving  substan- 
tial or  permanent  benefit  from  his  administration. 

Announcing  his  readiness  to  meet  the  danger,  M.  de  Calonne 
made  some  provision  for  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt,  by 
the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund;  but,  by  having  recourse  to  a 
considerable  annual  loan  even  in  time  of  peace,  he  increased 
the  national  encumbrances.  He  amused  the  court  with  plausi- 
ble promises,  while  the  volcano  which  he  vvas  inadvertently 

ii  In  November,  17S3. 
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nursing,  threatened  to  explode.     He  smiled  at  the  peril,  and 
ridiculed  the  alarm. 

His  attention  to  the  commerce  between  France  and  the  East 
Indies,  which  had  for  twelve  years  been  free,  and  had  in  his 
opinion  been  injured  by  a  want  of  uniform  regulations,  induced 
him  to  erect  a  new  India  company^®:  but,  as  the  growing  desire 
of  general  liberty  included  freedom  of  trade,  the  renewal  of 
monopoly  excited  disapprobation  and  clamour.  The  commer- 
cial treaty  with  Great  Britain  also  disgusted  the  nation,  as  it 
was  deemed  injurious  to  the  rising  manufactures  of  France. 

During  the  administration  of  Vergennes  and  Calonne,  a  re- 
markable affair  occurred,  which  subjected  the  queen's  character 
to  animadversion  and  obloquy.  Bohmer,  jeweller  to  the  court, 
offered  a  diamond  necklace  to  her  majesty  for  1,600,000  livres. 
She  was  pleased  with  it,  but  declined  the  purchase.  Madame 
de  la  Mothe-Valois,  an  indigent  and  artful  woman,  pretended  to 
be  a  confidential  agent  of  the  queen,  in  whose  name  she  pro- 
duced a  letter,  desiring  the  jeweller  to  give  up  the  necklace, 
the  value  of  which  would  be  paid  by  instalments.  When  Boh- 
mer demanded  security  for  the  payment,  he  was  referred  to  the 
cardinal  de  Rohan,  m  ho,  hoping  to  recover  the  favour  of  Marie 
Antoinette,  which  he  had  lost  by  speaking  too  freely  of  the  court 
of  Vienna,  engaged  to  indemnify  the  suspicious  tradesman.  The 
bargain  was  concluded  for  1,400,000  livres  ;  and  the  necklace 
was  delivered  to  Madam  de  la  Mothe,  on  the  presentation  of 
spurious  notes.  She  declared,  that  she  ga\  e  it  to  the  queen, 
who  afterwards  returned  a  part  of  it  in  loose  diamonds  :  but 
it  does  not  clearly  appear  that  her  majesty  ever  had  it  in  her 
possession.  On  the  non-payment  of  the  first  note  by  M.  de 
Rohan,  Bohmer  stated  the  case  to  a  lady  of  the  household;  and, 
when  the  cardinal  appeared  at  court  as  high  almoner,  he  was 
interrogated  by  his  royal  mistress,  who  asked  him  how  he  could 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  she  should  employ,  in  such  a  nego- 
tiation, a  person  to  whom  she  had  not  spoken  for  eight  years, 
and  a  woman  who  was  an  intriguing  and  unprincipled  adven- 
turer. "  I  find,"  said  the  prelate,  "  that  I  have  been  cruelly 
deceived."  He  was  reprimanded  by  the  king  for  his  folly  and 
presumption,  and  sent  to  the  Bastille.  The  affair  being  submit- 
ted b\'  the  cardinal  himself  to  the  investigation  of  the  Parisian 
parliament,  he  was  acquitted  of  criminality,  but  was  banished 
to  his  abbey  of  Chaise-Dieu:  madamede  la  Mothe  was  whipped 
and  branded:  and  her  accomplice,  the  imposter  Cagliostro,  was 
exiled  from  France". 

26  In  the  vear  1785. 

2~  111  Mai,  1786.— Histoirc  <le  Louis  X^^.  tome  ii.— In  the  year  1791,  Cagliostro  was 
trieil  at  Konie  for  a  supposed  conspiracy  against  the  state,  and  for  his  connexions  with  the 
treemasoDS  and  the  Ulwninati ;  and  he  was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment. 
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The  imprisonment  and  prosecution  of  a  member  of  the  sacred 
college  gave  offence  to  the  zealots  of  the  hi'erarchy ;  and  the 
pope  thought  it  his  duty  to  take  serious  notice  of  such  insults. 
A  hint  of  the  expediency  of  forbearance  was  given  by  the 
French  court ;  and  his  zeal  was  moderated  by  the  advice  of 
tlie  cardinals  de  Bernis  and  Buoncompagni.  He  resolved,  how- 
ever, to  stigmatise  the  accused  prelate  by  suspending  him  from 
his  dignity,  for  having  voluntarily  submitted  his  cause  to  an  in- 
competent tribunal.  The  vote  of  a  consistory  to  this  effect, 
though  considered  as  derogatory  from  the  rights  of  the  parlia- 
ment and  the  independence  of  the  Gallican  church,  was  disre- 
garded, but  not  expressly  censured.  On  the  acquittal  of  Rohan, 
he  was  restored  to  his  rank  by  the  pope ;  and  the  dispute  was 
thus  terminated. 

When  the  parliament  of  Paris,  transferring  its  attention  to 
the  affairs  of  the  treasury,  seriously  opposed  the  system  of  bor- 
rowing, the  minister  of  finance  felt  a  decline  of  his  usual  confi- 
dence and  spirit.  Louis  signified  his  approbation  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  confroleur-generaly  and  insisted  on  the  registration 
of  the  edict  for  a  new  loan ;  but  the  apprehensions  of  farther 
opposition  from  the  magistracy  prompted  Calonne  to  advise  that 
the  notables  should  be  summoned — an  assembly  of  reputable  and 
distinguished  persons,  selected  by  the  sovereign  from  the  privi- 
ledged  orders.  Before  they  met,  the  count  de  Ver-  ,,  .  ,„ 
gennes  died,  more  lamented  by  the  king  than  by  the 
queen,  to  whose  views  for  her  brother's  advantage  he  had  not 
been  tamely  subservient. 

This  minister  was  an  able  statesman  ;  cool,  reflecting,  and 
artful:  less  bold,  impetuous,  and  domineering,  than  the  duke  de 
Choiseul,  but  more  fertile  in  expedients,  equally  eager,  to  exalt 
the  glory  and  promote  the  supposed  interest  of  France,  and,  in 
some  respects,  more  attentive  to  the  internal  benefit  and  happiness 
of  the  community.  He  had  been  accused  of  avarice  and  rapacity; 
but  his  biographer  has  refuted  the  charge.  He  was  indefatigable 
in  his  ministerial  duties,  orderly  and  methodical  in  his  arrange- 
ments, decorous  in  his  behaviour,  plain  and  unaffected  in  his  man- 
ners.    His  private  virtues  are  said  to  have  been  exemplary^^ 

I  cannot  refrain  from  adding,  that,  in  encouraging  Louis  to 
form  an  alliance  with  the  American  revolters,  M.  de  Vergennes 
showed  an  interested  and  time-serving  policy,  and  a  very  cen- 
surable disregard  to  the  faith  of  treaties.  He  concluded  that 
Great  Britain  would  be  so  weakened  by  the  contest,  as  to  afford 
France  an  opportunity  of  signal  triumph.  The  desire  of  giving 
liberty  to  oppressed  provincials  could  not  be  supposed  to  actuate 
a  French  minister  :  it  was  a  wish  to  take  vengeance  for  the 
former  success  of  Britain,  that  stimulated  the  leading  members 

28  Vie  publique  et  privee  du  comte  de  \'crgennes,  par  M.  de  Mayer. 
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of  the  cabinet  of  Louis.  The  k'mg  foresaw  the  ill  consequences 
of  such  a  war;  but  he  weakly  gave  way  to  sinister  advice. 

M.  de  Veri^ennes,  durint^  his  last  illness,  frequently  spoke  of 
the  expected  meeting  of  the  notables^  and  exjM'essed,  a  wish  that 
he  Height  live  to  witness  their  deliberations  :  but  this  place  was 
17  1  99  occupied  by  the  count  de  Montmorin.  When  the  ex- 
pected meeting  took  place,  M.  de  Calonne  mentioned 
the  great  extent  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the 
revenues  for  the  annual  expenses  of  the  nation.  The  ckjicit,  he 
said,  amounted  to  a  hundred  and  fifteen  millions  of  livres  in  a 
year.  To  restore  the  equilibrium,  [he  best  impost  that  he  could 
devise  was  a  land  tax  fairly  adjusted,  from  which  there  should 
be  no  exemption  ;  and  he  also  recommended  new  stamp  duties. 
As  the  privileged  orders  had  hitherto  paid  much  less  than  their 
fair  proportion,  a  just  mode  of  assessment  displeased  the  self- 
interested  assembly.  Necker,  referring  to  the  state  in  which 
he  had  left  the  treasury,  accused  the  financial  minister,  of  gross 
mis-statement  or  of  wanton  extravagance.  The  notables  inveigh- 
ed against  Calonne,  demanded  exact  accounts  from  him,  and  re- 
fused to  agreed  to  his  proposal  for  the  convocation  of  provincial 
«  ..-assemblies.  Louis,  yielding  to  the  clairjor,  dismissed 
*  'the  financier,  who  was  glad  to  escape  from  the  king- 
dom. He  also,  to  evince  his  impartiality,  banished  Necker  to 
the  distance  of  twenty  leagues  from  Paris^^' 

On  the  disgrace  of  Calonne,  the  king  was  advised  to  appoint 
M.  de  Fourquex  to  the  management  of  the  finances  :  but  the 
count  de  Montmorin  remonstrated  against  the  choice,  alleging 
that  the  task  was  too  arduous  for  the  capacitv  and  the  strength 
of  that  worthy  magistrate;  and  recommended  Necker  as  the  per- 
son whom  the  nation  wished  again  to  see  in  that  department. 
Louis  expressed  his  disgust  at  the  pride  and  domineering  spirit 
of  the  Swiss  banker ;  and,  not  being  stronj^ly  pressed  by  one, 
who,  new  in  office,  felt  some  timidity  on  the  occasion,  he  refused 
to  re-admit  him  into  power.  AL  de  la  Milliere  had  declined  the 
post;  but  Fourqueux  didnot  so  strenuously  resistthe  importuni- 
ties of  the  court.  He  found  himself,  upon  trial,  unequal  to  the 
task  ;  and  the  public  credit,  under  his  short  administration, 
hastened  to  ruin.  The  king  then  seemed  inclined  to  recall 
Necker  ;  but  the  baron  de  Breteul  convinced  him  that  such  a 
step  would  tend  to  the  annihilation  of  his  authority,  as  a  proud 
and  vain  man,  finding  that  his  services  were  deemed  necessary, 
and  knowing  himself  to  be  supported  by  the  general  voice, 
would  rise  above  all  control.  M.dsBrienne,  archbishop  of  Tou- 
louse, being  recommended  in  preference,  was  accepted  by  Louis, 
who  did  not,  however,  cordially  approve  the  nomination^". 

20  Histoire  dc  Louis  XVI.,  tome  ii. — Mtiinoires  de  Marmontcl,  livre  xii. 
30  jMemoircs  de  MarmoiiteJ,  livre  xii. 
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The  prelate  who  was  thus  favored,  had  displayed  some  share 
of  talent  in  the  stales  of  Lanjjjaedoc,  and  in  assemblies  of  the 
clergy.  But  his  ideas  were  not  profound  ;  he  had  no  extraordi- 
nary share  of  general  knowledge:  he  was  more  violent  than  ener- 
getic, more  self-interested  than  patriotic*.  Like  Calonne  (says 
M^rmontel,)he  had  an  imposing  quickness  and  vivacity  of  man- 
ner ;  but  his  address  was  less  pleasing.  He  pretended  to  enter- 
tain great  views ;  yet  he  had  so  little  originality  in  his  politics, 
that  his  chief  schemes  were  borrowed  from  that  minister.  Ha- 
ving endeavoured,  without  eft'ect,  to  procure  the  assent  of  the 
notables  to  the  stamp  duties  and  the  land  tax,  he  advised  a  disso- 
lution of  the  assembly,  and  resolved  to  govern  by  his  ryj  ^  ^^^ 
own  arbitrary  will 

While  France  felt,  in  various  instances,  the  ill  effects  of  the 
war,  Spain  was  less  sensible  of  injury  from  that  source,  and  less 
deranged  in  her  government.  Charles,  indeed,  like  Louis  found 
difficulty  in  raising  suplies ;  for  a  small  loan,  which  his  trea- 
surer negotiated  in  1783,  was  scarcely  more  than  half  filled  in 
two  years  ;  and  a  national  bank,  instituted  by  the  advice  of  Ca- 
banus,  a  young  Frenchman,  could  not  obtain  general  confidence. 
The  king,  however,  prosecuted,  with  zeal  and  spirit,  various  im- 
provements in  commerce  and  political  economy,  and  in  the  ele- 
gant as  well  as  useful  arts.  The  prejudices  of  the  people  ob- 
structed some  of  these  improvements:  but,  by  the  perseverance 
of  the  court,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  intelligent  part  of  the 
community,  several  beneficial  schemes  were  carried  into  effect. 

The  weak  and  bigoted  queen  of  Portugal  was  less  intent  upon 
reform  :  yet  she  checked  the  exorbitancy  of  papal  power  in  her 
dominions,  promoted  industry  and  trade,  and  encouraged  some 
laudable  institutions.  Being  advised  to  repress,  by  seasonable 
and  exemplary  severity,  the  horrible  practice  of  assassination, 
she  declared  that  she  would  never  pardon  any  one,  of  whatever 
rank,  who  should  be  guilty  of  a  deliberate  murder :  but  she  did 
not  strictly  adhere  to  this  resolution ;  for  the  malignity  of  pri- 
vate revenge  was  still  suffered,  on  many  occasions,  to  shed  blood 
with  impunity. 

Her  eldest  son  Joseph,  prince  of  Brazil,  was  a  youth  of  con- 
siderable merit,  and  promised  to  be  a  more  enlightened  sovereign 
than  his  mother:  but  he  died  of  the  small  pox  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven,  two  years  afrer  the  death  of  Don  Pedro,  the  titu- 
lar king.  Joseph  had  espoused  his  aunt,  but  left  no  issue.  His 
brother  John,  before  he  became  heir  to  the  cro.vn,  gave  his 
hand  to  a  grand-daughter  of  the  king  of  Spain  ;  and  another 
marriage  strengthened  the  friendship  of  the  tvvo  courts,  Don 
Gabriel  of  Spain  being  united  to  a  daughter  of  the  queen  of  Por- 
tugal.   The  count  de  Florida  Blanca  v^/as  the  chief  promoter  of 
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these  matrimonial  connexions.  He  had  before  procured  the  ac- 
cession of  France  to  the  last  treaty  between  the  courts  of  Ma- 
drid and  Lisbon,  so  that  the  houses  of  Bourbon  and  Brae^anza 
were  now  closely  connected  :  yet  Great  Britain  still  enjoyed 
sufficient  influence  to  secure  the  principal  share  of  the  com- 
merce with  Portugal. 

The  catholic  king  and  her  most  faithful  majesty  agreed  to 
unite  their  forces  in  an  attack  upon  the  infidels  of  Barbary.  In 
one  expedition,  indeed  (that  of  the  year  1783,)  the  Spaniards 
were  unaided  by  the  Portuguese.  Don  Antonio  Barcelo  bom- 
barded the  Algerine  capital  f'.r  a  week,  with  greater  fury  than 
effect ;  and  then  returned  to  Carthagena.  In  the  following  year, 
the  Spanish  armament  was  reinforced  by  Portuguese,  Neapoli- 
tan, and  Maltese  vessels  ;  and  seven  attacks  were  made  upon 
the  place,  which,  however,  was  so  well  defended,  that  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Christian  combatants  were  fruitless. 

The  republic  of  Venice  did  not  join  in  the  war  against  the 
Algerines,  its  hostile  resentment  being  at  that  time  more  parti- 
cularly directed  against  the  Tunisine  state.  Of  the  incidents  of 
this  petty  war  I  can  find  no  precise  account ;  nor  would  the  par- 
ticulars be  interesting.  A  contest  had  also  arisen  between  the 
Venetians  and  the  Dutch,  in  consequence  of  some  mercantile 
debts  and  claims  which  were  disallowed  by  the  senate  :  but  the 
dispute  did  not  proceed  to  actual  hostilities. 

The  insults  and  depredations  of  the  corsairs  did  not  so  far 
alarm  the  pacific  sovereign  of  Tuscany,  as  to  prompt  him  to 
send  out  a  fleet  against  them.  That  prince  continued  his  re- 
forms; and  he  now  distinguished  himself  by  the  enactment  of  a 
new  code  of  laws.  Long  before  the  promulgation  of  this  cele- 
brated edict,  his  humanity  had  prompted  him  to  abolish  capital 
punishment,  and  mitigate  in  other  respects  the  rigour  of  the  pe- 
nal laws.  Observing  the  good  effects  of  these  regulations,  he 
extended  and  confirmed  them  in  an  edict  consisting  of  a  hundred 
and  nineteen  articles.  He  allowed  informations  ex  officio^  ex- 
cept for  slight  offences;  dimiiished  the  frequency  and  increased 
the  solemnity  of  oaths;  facilitated  to  accused  persons  the  means 
of  defence  ;  prohibited  the  admission  of  presumptive  proofs  in 
anv  case  whatever ;  opposed  all  delays  of  justice  :  exploded  the 
practice  of  torture  for  procuring  confessions;  annulled  the  right 
claimed  by  individuals,  of  killing  outlawed  robbers  and  assas- 
sins; would  not  sufter  even  jjerpetrators  of  murder  to  be  punish- 
ed with  greater  severity  than  that  which  was  included  in  the 
sentence  of  hard  labor  for  life  ;  abolished  branding,  mutilation, 
and  the  strappaclo^^:  restricted  the  modes  of  punishment  to  fla- 
gellation (private  or  public,)  the  pillory,  fine,  imprisonment,  ba- 
nishment, and  labor:  limited  the  period  of  accusation  for  higher 

31  Straiuing  ordislocaiion  of  limbs  by  ihe  coi"d  and  pulley. 
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offences  to  ten  years,  and,  for  inferior  acts  of  delinquency,  to 
five  years^i. 

This  code,  upon  the  whole,  is  highly  honorable  to  the  memory 
of  Leopold.  It  rendered  justice  more  prompt,  regular  and  cer- 
tain ;  checked  arbitrary  imprisonment  and  oppression  ;  secured 
life,  civil  liberty,  and  property.  But,  with  reference  to  mur- 
der, it  did  not  make  such  a  distinction  as  the  case  required. 
Other  crimes  may  properly  be  punished  without  the  sacrifice  of 
the  offender's  life  :  but  wilful  homicide  is  a  crime  of  so  black  a 
dye,  that  nothing  short  of  death  can  be  an  adequate  punishn:ient 
for  it.  Those  who  are  guilty  of  such  an  enormity,  are  wholly 
unworthy  ot  a  continuance  of  life. 

Leopold's  brother  Joseph  also  aimed  at  the  high  character  of 
a  legislator.  His  code  abolished  the  question  or  torture,  and 
nearly  excluded  death  from  the  number  of  penal  inflictions  ;  but 
it  ordained  very  severe  punishments  for  small  offences,  and  gave 
too  great  authority  to  the  judges  in  the  direction  and  manage- 
ment of  trials.  In  these  two  respects  it  resembled  the  Turkish 
system  ;  but  it  did  not  lead  to  such  flagrant  abuses  as  prevailed 
under  that  government,  although  the  reigning  sultan  had  re- 
dressed some  grievances,  and  endeavoured  to  reform  the  conduct 
of  his  oflSicers  and  magistrates. 

Joseph's  northern  ally,  the  aspiring  Catharine,  was  employed 
in  the  enforcement  of  her  own  code,  and  in  providing  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  farther  schemes  of  ambition.  She  kept  her  subjects 
in  submission  while  she  encroached  on  the  rights  of  her  Turkish 
neighbours.  Aware  of  the  amity  between  Sv\  eden  and  Turkey, 
she  courted  and  soothed  Gustavus,  with  whom  she  had  an  inter- 
view on  the  frontiers.  She  had  no  apprehensions  of  molestation 
from  the  Danes,  whose  court  she  had  long  overawed.  That  na- 
tion now  enjoyed  the  beneficent  sway  of  Frederic,  the  prince 
royal,  who,  being  supported  by  a  considerable  number  of  the 
nobility,  and  by  the  generality  of  the  people,  had  subverted  the 
power  of  the  queen -dowager'^,  and  procured  a  decree,  import- 
ing that  no  orders  of  the  council  of  state  should  have  effect  un- 
less they  should  be  signed  both  by  the  king  and  his  son.  The 
authority  which  the  prince  thus  acquired,  was  exercised  with 
such  moderation,  equity,  and  judgment,  that  his  popularity  was 
highly  augmented,  and  fixed  on  a  firm  basis. 

32  Editto  dato  in  Pisa,  Nov.  30,  1786,  per  Pietro  Leopoldo,  Granduca  di  Toscana. 

33  In  the  year  1784. 
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History  of  France  from  the  Dismission  of  the  Notables  to  the 
Dissohition  of  the  Constituent  Assembly^  in  1791. 

THE  agitation  of  tiie  public  mind  in  France,  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  court,  and  the  unsettled  state  of  the  adminis- 
tration, seemed  to  portend  a  speedy  and  important  change.  The 
g'anng  inequality  of  taxation,  and  the  numerous  abuses  which 
bad  long  prevailed,  could  not  be  expected  to  subsist  unaltered 
or  uncorrected,  aj^  the  eyes  of  the  peojjle  were  now  opened. 
The  privileged  orders,  ho\vevei"  unwilling  to  make  concessions, 
were  sensible  of  the  expediency  of  allaying  that  popular  ferment 
which  might  otherwise  lead  to  a  resolute  assertion  of  rights ; 
and  the  court,  though  its  tone  was  high  and  its  language  arbi- 
trary,  could  not  avoid  acknowledging,  in  moments  of  cool  re- 
flection, that  it  was  politic  to  lower  the  one  and  soften  the  other. 

When  the  notables  uere  dismissed,  they  carried  into  their  re- 
spective provinces  some  neu  information  respecting  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  some  degree  of  discontent,  mingled  with  the  seeds 
of  freedom.  The  liberty,  however,  which  they  desired,  was  not 
that  of  the  whole  nation,  but  only  of  the  higher  classes.  Such 
limited  patriotism  was  not  very  honourable  to  their  characters. 

The  archbishop  hoped  that  the  parliament  of  Paris  would  not 
refuse  to  register  his  two  edicts;  and  he  w  as  so  confident  in  this 
expectation,  that  he  did  not  exert  his  usual  arts  to  procure  as- 
sent. The  air  of  arrogance  which  he  assumed  disgusted  the 
magistracy.  To  a  demand  of  the  financial  accounts  he  refused 
to  agree,  although  it  certainly  uas  reasonable  that  those  who 
were  desired  to  confirm  new  imposts  should  know  whether  they 
were  really  necessary.  By  ancient  practice  (says  M.  Necker,) 
the  minister  was  allowed  to  withhold  this  communication;  but, 
as  he  had  disdained  the  alliance  and  sanction  of  die  72otables,-dnd 
thus  committed  a  serious  error,  it  would  have  been  better  for 
him  to  yield  to  the  wish  of  the  parliament,  than  to  engage  in  a 
quarrel  with  the  sovereign  courts,  at  a  time  when  the  govern- 
ment had  lost  the  support  of  public  opinion^ 

The  desired  assentof  the  parliament  not  being  given,  the  king 

^o-  held  a  bed  of  justice,  and  commanded  instant  re- 

^*  ^'     '     *  gistration.     The  magistracy  protested  against  this 

act  of  power,  and  declared  that  the  enforced  record  was  illegal 

and  null.     The  prelate  advised  his  majesty  to  disperse  the  re- 

1  Dc  la  Revolution  Francoisc,  par  Necker,  tome  i.  sect.  1. 
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fractory  members;  but  Lamoignon  alleged  that  they  would  thus 
be  less  accessible  to  negotiation,  and  propos'id  that,  if  any  step 
should  be  taken  in  consequence  of  the  royal  displeasure,  it  should 
only  be  the  removal  of  the  tribunal.  Louis  then  tranferred  the 
parliament  to  Troyes  ;  and  the  archbishop,  by  promising  the 
dismissal  of  Lam.oignon  (who,  by  being  an  advocate  for  the  sim- 
plification of  legal  process,  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to 
all  the  courts  ol  law,)  procured  assent  to  the  collection  of  two 
twentieths.  A  dispute,  however,  arose  respecting  the  mode  of 
assessment.  The  parliament  wished  it  to  remain  on  the  old 
basis,  which  favored  the  privileged  orders;  while  the  minister 
wished  for  such  an  inquiry  into  the  exact  amount  of  property, 
as  might  render  the  tax  less  partial.  He  proposed  that  the  pro- 
vihces  should  compound  for  the  impost :  but  this  compromise 
was  not  satisfactory  ;  and  the  flame  of  opposition  was  sj)reading 
over  the  country,  when  the  king  promised  that  the  twentieths 
should  be  collected  in  the  established  mode'. 

Amidst  this  dispute,  the  parliament  called  for  a  meeting  of  the 
states-general,  less  perhaps  from  a  sincere  wish  for  the  convo- 
cation  of  a  national  council,  than  from  temporary  irritation. 
The  nobles  and  the  clergy  joined  in  the  call,  without  expecting 
that  it  would  be  regarded.  The  people,  inflamed  with  that  zeal 
for  liberty,  which  had  been  gradually  diff'using  itself  for  many 
years,  resolved  to  insist  upon  the  king's  compliance  with  a  con- 
stitutional request,  and  exulted  in  the  hope  of  procuring,  from 
the  labors  of  their  representatives,  a  reform  of  the  government 
and  a  regeneration  of  the  state. 

M.  de  Brienne,  intending  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  four  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  of  livres,  to  be  advanced  by  instalments  in 
the  course  of  five  years,  promised  that,  on  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  the  states  of  the  realm  should  be  convoked.  A  vr  ,  i  n 
royal  sitting  was  proclaimed  :  it  proved  tempestuous.  "'  ^^' 
Many  of  the  members  arraigned  the  conduct  of  the  ministry,  and 
some  spoke  on  this  occasion  with  extraordinary  vehemence.  M. 
d'Epremesnil  said,  that  the  loan  would  readily  be  sanctioned,  if 
it  should  be  understood  that  the  king  would  speedily  assemble 
the  states.  Louis  gave  no  promise  of  that  kind ;  and  having 
ordered  the  edict  to  be  registered  without  a  calculation  of  votes, 
he  banished  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  Villers-Cotteret  for  an  un- 
courtly  protest,  and  imprisojied  Freteau  and  Sabatier  for  the 
freedom  of  their  remarks^. 

As  the  other  parliament  sympathised  with  that  of  Paris,  and 
the  people  partook  of  the  rising  indignation  against  the  court, 
the  archbishop  and  the  keeper  of  the  seal  prepared  to  oppose  the 
league  with  spirit.     Various  schemes  were  discussed  in  the  ca- 

2  Memoires  de  Marraontel,  livre  xiii. 
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biiiet ;  and  it  was  at  length  resolved,  that  bailiwics 
A.  D.  I/O  •  shoyitj  be  formed,  with  a  view  of  diniinishint^the  au- 
thority and  jurisdiction  of  the  parliaments,  and  also  that  a  ple- 
nary court  should  be  erected,  consistin^^  of  individuals  selected 
by  the  king  from  the  courts  of  law,  the  chief  officers  of  state  and 
of  the  army,  the  principal  nobility,  and  knights  of  different  or- 
ders. It  was  intended  that  these  resolutions  should  be  kept  se- 
cret until  a  bed  of  justice  should  be  holden;  but  M.  d'Ejjremes- 
nil,  having  discovered  the  object  of  the  ministerial  consultations, 
prevailed  upon  the  Parisian  magistracy  to  protest  by  anticipa- 
tion against  whatever  might  be  proposed  at  the  approaching  so- 
lemnity. For  this  bold  act  he  was  arrested  even  in  the  seat  of 
justice,  and  sent  to  a  distant  prison  ;  and  similar  violence  was 
exercised  on  M.  de  Monsanbert. 

,  -  _  The  proclaimed  session  took  place,  and  the  two 
y  schemes  were  enforced.  The  new  tribunal  became 
the  object  of  general  odium.  The  emissaries  of  the  parliament 
excited  commotions  in  the  cai)ital;  and,  in  the  provinces,  alarm- 
ing associations  were  formed  against  the  court.  The  nobles  of 
Bretagne  deputed  twelve  of  their  number  to  complain  of  the  late 
arbitrary  measures.  The  province  of  Beam  assembled  its 
three  estates  ;  and,  in  that  of  Dauphine,  a  meeting  was  called 
which  served  as  a  model  for  a  national  assembly.  The  twelve 
Breton  deputies  being  sent  to  the  Bastile,  fifty-four  others  were 
directed  to  remonstrate  ;  and  the  former  were  released.  Appre- 
hending serious  disturbances,  the  premier  gave  up  the  cour  ple- 
nicre^  and  announced  the  king's  intention  of  convoking  the 
states- general  in  the  following  year.  At  the  same  time,  the  in- 
crease of  financial  embarrassment  urged  him  to  propose  the  re- 
call of  Necker,  w  ho  declared  in  reply,  that  he  would  not  act 
with  such  a  minister.  "  This  answer,"  said  the  archbishop, 
^_  "  is  my  sentence  :  I  must  instantly  resign."  He  lett 
Aug.  ^b.  ^^  cabinet  in  confusion,  and  the  treasure  nearly  in  a 
state  of  exhaustion*. 

The  retreat  of  the  minister  excited  riotous  joy.  The  popu- 
lace burned  his  effigy,  and  intended  to  set  fire  to  his  house  and 
that  of  his  brother;  and  the  soldiery  (|uelled  the  disturbance  by 
killing  many  of  the  rioters.  This  interference  was  deemed  too 
precipitate  ;  and  the  commandant,  being  blamed  for  that  mur- 
derous violence  which  might  have  been  avoided,  was  dismiss- 
ed to  another  station. 

The  first  objects  of  Necker's  attention  were  the  affairs  of  jus- 
tice and  of  finance.  The  parliaments  were  restored  to  their 
authority  ;  and  the  laws  resumed  their  ordinary  course.  In- 
stead of  notes  promised  by  the  late  minister,  the  payments  from 
the  treasury  were  made  in  cash  ;  and  seasonable  measures  were 

4  Necker,  sect,  i.— jVIarmoutel.— Histoii-e  de  France,  par  Anquetil  tome  xiii. 
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taken  to  remove  the  dread,  not  only  of  brankruptcy,  but  of  fa- 
mine. The  next  consideration  respected  the  states-ireneral.  If 
the  kinsij  had  not  promised  that  such  a  meeting  should  take  place, 
the  idea  of  its  necessity  would  perhaps  have  died  away.  The 
gradual  reforms  to  which  Louis  was  patriotically  inclined, 
mis^ht  ha\e  contented  the  generality  of  the  people;  and  with  the 
preservation  of  peace,  the  country  might  have  flourished.  But 
the  promise,  having  been  deliberately  and  publicly  gi^  en,  could 
not  be  revoked  without  dishonour,  or  annulled  without  offence, 
particularlv  as  it  provided  for  a  recurrence  to  the  sound  prin- 
ciples of  the  monarchy.  The  king,  indeed,  had  no  thought  of 
retraction  or  evasion  ;  and  Necker  was  too  fond  of  a  popular 
government  to  dissuade  him  from  the  strict  observance  of  his 
promise. 

Questions  arose  with  regard  to  the  form  and  composition  of 
the  states — whether  the  model  of  1614  (in  which  year  was  the 
last  meeting  of  the  kind)  or  some  preferable  plan,  should  be  fol- 
lowed. The  parliament  of  Paris  insisted  upon  an  adherence  to 
the  plan  of  that  year ;  but  the  public  in  general,  and  Necker  in 
particular,  adverting  to  the  importance  of  the  commons  of  the 
realm,  proportionally  far  transcending  that  of  former  ages, 
wished  for  the  delegation  of  a  number  of  popular  representatives 
at  least  equal  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  ecclesiastical  and  no- 
ble deputies.  For  the  adjustment  of  this  and  other  points,  the 
^c^G!^/^^  were  again  summoned.  The  majority  of  that  -^t  „ 
body  proposed,  that  each  order  should  depute  an  equal 
number.  In  this  opinion  the  count  d'Artois,  the  princes  of 
Conde  and  Conti,  concurred;  but  the  count  de  Provence  voted 
for  the  double  representation  desired  by  the  generality  of  the 
people.  With  regard  to  the  mode  of  voting,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  suffrages  of  each  order  should  be  separate,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  votes  of  the  members  of  all  the  orders  should 
not  be  reckoned  together.  No  resolution,  it  was  added,  could 
take  effect,  unless  tiie  majority  of  each  body  should  agree  to  it; 
the  dissent  of  one  order  would  annul  any  measure  in  which  the 
other  two  assemblies  had  joined.  On  the  subject  of  elections, 
a  very  small  degree  of  property  was  allowed  to  be  sufficient  for 
the  constituent  and  the  deputy. 

The  notables  did  not  inquire  what  number  of  deputies  ought 
to  be  allowed  for  the  whole  kingdom;  and  as  they  were  divided 
in  opinion  with  regard  to  the  proportional  number  of  represen- 
tatives of  each  order,  the  council  of  states  afterwards  discussed 
those  points.  It  was  determined  that  the  amount  of  the  tiers- 
etat,  or  third  estate,  should  equal  that  of  the  nobles  y.  ^- 
and  clergy  conjoined.  To  the  mode  of  voting  by  all 
the  orders  unitedly,  the  king  refused  to  accede,  as  it  threatened 
to  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  commons,  after  he  had  allowed 
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them  to  form  so  large  a  proportion  as  six  hundred,  being  one 
half  of  the  whole  body  of  national  representatives.  The  ad- 
junction of  such  nobles  and  ecclesiastics  as  they  might  easily 
influence,  would,  he  apprehended,  give  too  great  a  degree  of 
power  to  factious  leaders,  who,  amidst  the  present  ferment  in 
the  minds  of  men,  and  the  prevailing  desire  of  freedom  might 
be  prompted  to  an  inordinate  restriction  of  the  royal  authority. 
.  _pp        To  the  meeting  of  the  states,  the  people  looked 

*     *  *  forward  with  anxious  eagerness.  Almost  every  one 

now  became  a  politician,  capable,  in  his  own  opinion,  of  discuss- 
ing important  questions  of  government,  of  inquiring  into  the 
rights  of  man  and  the  laws  of  society.  Ambitious  and  intrigu- 
ing men  encouraged  this  political  passion,  from  a  hope  of  rising 
by  popular  favor  to  eminence  and  power. 

The  persons  deputed  to  the  assembly  formed  three  classes. — 
The  aristocratic  members  composed  one  great  division,  consist- 
ing of  the  majority  of  the  nobles  and  superior  clergy.  The  po- 
pular party  formed  another  class,  active  and  spirited  ;  and  indi- 
viduals more  moderate  than  either,  not  disposed  to  be  partial  to 
the  crown  or  to  depress  it,  formed  the  third  and  less  numerous 
division. 

The  first  of  these  parties  found  a  great  enemy  in  a  prince  of 
the  blood,  the  most  opulent  subject  of  the  kingdom,  from  whom 
the  friends  of  aristocracy  might  reasonably  have  expected  sup- 
port. This  was  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  had  lost  the  king's 
favor  by  his  pn^fligacy,  and  was  hated  by  the  queen  for  having, 
among  other  offences,  insulted  her  (it  is  said)  with  declarations 
of  criminal  love. 

The  duke  was  not  a  man  of  talents  or  judgment ;  his  head 
was  as  weak  as  his  heart  was  depraved.  He  affected  politeness 
of  demeanor,  but  was  deficient  in  true  elegance  and  refinement 
of  manners.  He  aimed  at  the  character  of  a  politician,  but 
was  merely  an  intriguer,  and  a  dupe  to  the  arts  of  those  who 
ffattered  him  with  the  prospect  of  power  and  pre-eminence.  On 
pretence  of  promoting  liberty,  he  wasted  his  finances  in  the  en- 
couragement of  faction  and  the  subversion  of  social  order.  He 
was  prodigal  without  generosity,  splendidly  ostentatious  without 
dignity,  sensual  without  taste,  amorous  without  sensibility. — 
Bold  in  vice,  and  daring  in  faction,  he  yet  was  destitute  of  that 
personal  courage  for  which  the  nobles  of  France  were  long  re- 
nowned. 

This  nobleman  was  suspected,  not  without  reason,  of  having 
instigated  the  populace  to  a  riot  in  the  suburb  of  St.  Antoine, 
not  l(jng  before  the  expected  meeting.  He  probably  wished  to 
feel  the  pulse  both  of  the  mob  and  the  soldiery.  The  paper 
manufactory  of  Reveillon  (w  ho  had  reproved  the  democratic  spirit 
of  his  workmen)  and  the  house  of  Henriot,  another  respectable 
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citizen,  were  plundered  and  destroyed;  and  the  rioters  did  not 
desist  before  many  of  their  associates  were  killed  by  a  milit  .ry 
detachment. 

The  three  orders  at  lens^th  met  at  Versailles.  The  v|  „  - 
speech  u ith  uhich  the  kint;  opened  the  long  expected  ' 
meeting  deserves  notrce.  It  was  the  address  of  an  upright, 
humane,  and  patriotic  prince,  to  a  res()sctable  assemljiajj^e  of 
his  subjects,  by  whose  political  and  lej^islative  exertions  he 
hoped  to  improve  the  state  of  the  nation.  Althouj^h  the  convo- 
cation of  the  states- general  had  fallen  into  disuse,  he  was  in- 
clined, he  said,  to  restore  a  custom  from  which  the  realm  mii^ht 
derive  new  vigor,  and  which  might  be  productive  of  an  increase 
of  hapj)iness  to  his  people.  The  general  anxiety  and  prevailing 
spirit  of  innovation  would,  he  feared,  terminate  in  a  serious  dis- 
traction of  opinions,  if  speedy  recourse  should  not  be  had  to  an 
union  of  wise  and  temperate  counsels.  He  applauded  the  wil- 
lingness of  the  nobles  and  the  clergy  to  relinquish  their  pecu- 
niary privileges,  and  trusted  that  all  the  orders  would  unite  for 
the  public  good.  Lamenting  the  growing  magnitude  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  that  consequent  augmentation  of  taxes  which 
had  rendered  the  inequality  of  the  burthen  more  sensible,  he 
had  given  orders  for  important  retrenchments  in  the  expenses  of 
the  state ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  most  rigid  economy,  his 
power  of  relief,  he  apprehended,  would  long  be  inadequate  to 
his  wishes.  He  therefore  hoped  that  his  auditors  would  pay  im- 
mediate attention  to  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  take  measures 
for  the  establishment  of  public  credit.  Such  an  assembly,  he 
added,  would  without  doubt,  properly  appreciate  his  character 
and  views,  listen  only  to  the  dictates  of  prudence  and  wisdom, 
and  discarding  all  sinister  aims,  adopt  a  spirit  correspf)nding 
with  the  real  sentiments  of  a  generous  nation,  remarkable  for 
attachment  to  its  sovereigns. 

A  long  but  not  very  luminous  discourse  from  Necker,  follow- 
ed a  short  and  unimportant  speech  delivered  by  M.  Barentin, 
who  had  succeeded  Lamoignon  as  keeper  of  the  seal.  He  in- 
vestigated the  grand  question,  which  had  excited  such  a  contra- 
riety of  opinion, — whether  the  three  orders  should  deliberate  and 
vote  united  or  separately.  The  dispute,  he  thought,  would  be 
best  settled  by  a  compromise.  In  such  cases  as  might  require 
promptness  of  determination  and  unity  of  action,  a  joint  consul- 
tation would  be  preferable,  particularly  after  the  promised  re- 
nunciation of  pecuniary  privileges  by  the  higher  orders  should 
have  produced  an  equality  of  interest.  On  other  occasions,  it 
might  be  expedient,  with  a  view  of  restraining  the  spirit  of  in- 
novation and  rashness  of  decision,  to  vote  by  orders.  For  the 
re-establishment  of  financial  credit,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  tp 
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be  absolutely  necessary  to  convoke  the  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion: but  he  trusted  that  such  a  meeting  would  effectually  secure 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  kingdom. 

The  verification  of  the  powers  of  the  deputies  soon  disturbed 
the  harmony  of  the  states.  The  commons  requested  that  the 
other  orders  would  join  them  in  that  formality  ;  for  they  thought 
that  a  separation  of  this  preliminary  business  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  their  scheme  of  forming  one  assembly .  Acrimoni- 
ous debates  arose  upon  this  point :  and  conciliatory  conferences 
were  repeated  without  effect.  The  desire  of  an  united  verifica- 
tion was  renewed  in  a  peremptory  manner :  and  although  the 
nobles  disregarded  this  bold  requisition,  some  members  of  the 
clerical  order  joined  the  iiers-ktat.  The  ascertainment  of  pow- 
ers being  at  length  completed  by  the  commons,  they  were  urged 
by  the  abbe  Sieyes  to  assume  the  title  of  the  National  Assem- 

T  .^  bly.  This  motion  receiving  general  assent,  it  was 
'  voted,  that,  as  the  meeting  consisted  of  representa- 
tives returned  by  almost  the  whole  French  community,  the  ab- 
sence of  some  deputies,  or  even  of  someclasses  of  citizens,  ought 
not  to  preclude  the  members  who  were  ])resent  from  exercising 
all  their  rights ;  that  those  only  who  had  proved  the  validity  of 
their  election  were  authorised  to  interpret  the  public  will ;  and 
that  the  national  representation  being  one  and  indwisible,  no 
deputies  of  any  class  had  a  right  to  act  separately  from  the  as- 
sembly thus  constituted.  Target  then  proposed  an  oath,  which 
all  the  members  readily  took,  declaring,  before  God,  their  coun- 
try, and  the  king,  that  they  would  discharge  their  duty  with 
conscientious  zeal*. 

The  commons  now  entered  upon  the  national  business  with 
a  plenitude  of  assumed  authority  ;  and,  continuing  provisionally 
the  existing  taxes,  promised  to  provide  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
public  debt.  Louis,  who  could  not  approve  of  the  usurpatory 
proceedings  of  the  tiers-etat,  gave  notice  of  a  royal  sitting  in 
the  hall  of  the  states,  and  prohibited,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
meeting  of  any  of  the  orders.  M.  Bailly  the  astronomer,  who 
was  president  of  the  commons,  demanded  admission  into  the 
hall,  that  the  business  of  the  nation  might  not  be  neglected  ; 
and,  when  the  officer  on  guard  had  refused  to  open  the  door, 
about  two-thirds  of  the  deputies  met  in  a  tennis-court,  and 
bound  themselves  by  oath  not  to  separate  finally,  until  they 
should  have  performed  the  task  of  political  regeneration,  and 
firmly  settled  the  constitution. 

r  ]  .  no        1 J^^  king's  renewed  appearance  was  attended  with 
"^       *  thepresentationofaschemeof  government,  calculated 

5  Annals  of  the  French  Revolution,  translated  by  Dallas  from  the  original  manuscript  of 
Bertrand  de  Moleville,  minister  of  state,  chap.  3, — Histoire  de  la  Revolution  Francoise, 
par  Rabaut,  livre  ii. 
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to  combine  popular  liberty  with  monarchical  power.  He  en- 
gaged to  avoid  the  imposition  of  any  new  taxes  without  the 
consent  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation,  to  permit  an  equa- 
lization of  the  imposts,  allowed  a  general  liberty  of  the  press,  and 
forbear  (with  an  exception  of  extraordinary  cases)  the  emission 
of  lettres  de  cachet.  He  proposed  that  the  provincial  assemblies 
should  be  rendered  more  democratic  than  they  were ;  and  that 
the  crown  should  be  debarred  from  violating  or  eluding  the  acts 
of  the  states-general.  Other  articles  of  consequence  were  com- 
prehended in  the  royal  scheme;  but  it  was  not  offered  as  a  com- 
plete project ;  for  Louis  added,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  circum- 
scribe the  zeal  of  the  states  within  the  circle  which  he  had 
traced,  but  would  gladly  adopt  every  other  just  or  beneficial 
measures  which  they  might  propose*. 

One  part  of  the  scheme,  though  strictly  constitutional,  dis- 
gusted the  commons.  His  majesty  insisted  on  the  continuance 
of  the  ancient  distinction  of  the  three  orders,  and  annulled  the 
late  votes  of  the  tiers  e tat.  The  popular  leaders,,  intent  on  the 
formation  of  only  0!ie  assembly,  detained  the  third  order  in  the 
hall  after  tiie  nobility  and  clergy  had  retired  ;  and  licentious 
speeches  were  followed  by  a  declared  determination  of  adhering 
to  the  votes,  and  by  a  resolution  pronouncing  the  persons  of 
the  deputies  inviolable. 

The  orders  met  separately  on  the  following  day.  The  clergy 
debated  the  question  of  joining  the  commons ;  and,  notwith- 
standing all  the  influence  of  the  dignitaries,  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  out  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  ecclesiastics  voted 
for  an  union.  Nine  at  first  refused  to  vote  either  for  or  against 
it ;  but,  being  apprehensive  of  popular  outrage,  for  which  the 
supposed  friends  of  the  court  were  marked  out,  they  consented 
to  support  the  proposal  of  association.  The  president  had  pre- 
viously adjourned  the  assembly,  declaring  that  the  question  was 
decided  by  one  hundred  and  forty-three  voices  in  the  negative: 
but,  the  democratic  party  insisting  on  a  renewal  of  suffrage, 
and  putting  a  temporary  president  in  the  chair,  the  addition  of 
nine  turned  the  scale.  The  majority  of  nobles,  on  the  other 
hand,  voted  for  separate  deliberations  :  but  the  minority,  con- 
ducted by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  joined  the  tiers-etat  in  defiance 
of  the  vote.  This  accession  was  no  great  cause  of  exultation 
to  the  commons,  as  only  forty-four  out  of  three  hundred  had 
joined  them.  They  hoped,  however,  by  intrigue  and  by  intimi- 
dation, soon  to  behold  in  their  hall  the  greater  part  of  the  noble 
deputies.  They  now  began  to  make  frequent  use  of  a  term,  not 
offensive  or  odious  in  itself,  to  designate  all  who  did  not  fully 

G  Private  Memoirs  relative  to  the  Reign  of  Lonis  XYI,  by  Bertnmd  de  Moleville  ;  Ap- 
pendix, Xo.  1. 
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concur  in  the  scho  es  of  depressini^  and  humbling  the  court. 
Not  onlv  every  courtier  was  baid  to  be  an  aristocrat^  but  every 
moderate  nuui  was  pointed  out  as  an  object  ot  odium  under  that 
appellation. 

The  clamors  of  the  peo):)le  at  length  induced  the  king  to  re- 
qr.ebt,  and  even  to  order,  hat  the  uubles  would  join  the  tiers- 
etat  imd  the  cleigy,  to  accelerate  the  accomplishment  of  his 
views  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  Many  of  them  foresa\\  the 
mischiefs  that  w  ould  follow  their  compliance  ;  but  the  majority 
J  ^„  ai^reed  to  the  measure,  and  the  union  was  hailed  by 
the  democrats  vMth  peculiar  joy\ 

The  p(^pi.lar  cause  seemed  now  to  be  triumphant.  The  mi- 
nisters dre^ided  the  immod-^rate  circumscription  of  the  royal 
power,  and  held  anxious  consultations  respecting  the  means  of 
Gb\  iating  the  danger.  The  leaders  oi  the  opposing  party  had 
secured  the  aid  of  the  rabble  ;  and  wiih  a  machine  so  easily 
m()\ed,  they  expected  to  peform  great  exploits,  and  to  meet 
with  rapid  success.  To  check  the  spirit  of  turbulence,  Louis 
commanded  the  advance  of  several  reginients  towards  the  capi- 
tal, and  st;itioned  troops  \\  ith  artillery  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Versailles.  Mirabeau,  called  the  attention  of  the  assembly  to 
these  acts,  of  precaution,  exaggerated  the  number  of  the  sol- 
dier) ,  and  misrepresented  the  object  of  the  prej)arations  ;  and 
an  address  was  voted,  conjuring  his  majesty  to  send  back  the 
troops  to  their  former  posts,  and  trust  to  the  loyalty  of  the  citi- 
zens. The  answ  er  imported,  that  none  but  ill-disposed  persons 
would  persuade  the  people  to  misinterpret  the  motives  for  as- 
sembling troops,  as  a  military  force  was  obviously  requisite  to 
secure  the  public  tranquillity,  amidst  popular  agitation  and  dis- 
order. Not  satisfied  u  ilh  this  answ  er,  the  leaders  of  the  assem- 
blv,  propagated  new  apprehensions  of  a  scarcity  of  provisions, 
in  consequence  of  the  extravagant  consumption  of  different  ar- 
ticles by  the  troops  cantoned  near  Paris  :  but  this  artifice  had 
no  eflect. 

M.  Nerker's  conduct  having  excited  doubts  of  his  ministerial 
capacity,  and  even  of  the  rectitude  of  his  intentions,  the  king 
was  advised  to  dismiss  him.  He  had  absented  himself  from  the 
late  royal  sitting,  u  hich  he  had  recommended  :  had  courted  the 
coiumoris  by  an  obsequious  letter  to  their  j^resident ;  and  seem- 
ed more  sensible  of  the  idle  gratifications  of  vanity,  than  capa- 
j  J  , ,  ble  of  acting  well,  or  disposed  to  do  his  duty.  By  a 
^  *  royal  letter,  he  was  discarded,  and  desired  to  retire 
from  France. 

So  great  was  the  popularity  of  this  minister,  that  his  dismis- 
sion occasioned  loud  clanKTs  and  furious  commotions.  Ca- 
mille  Des-Moulins,  haranguing  the  Parisian  rabble,  added  fuel 

7  Bertraods  Annals,  chap.  5, — Memoirs  deMarmontel,  livre  xv. 
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to  the  bursting  flame.  Some  barriers  were  set  on  fire ;  but  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  checked  the  effervescence  of  Ucentiousness. 
The  eagerness  of  the  prince  de  Lambesc,  in  pursuit  of  the  reti- 
ring populace,  inflicted  wounds  (it  is  said)  on  some  inoffensive 
individuals.  According  to  another  account,  the  prince,  after  re- 
pelling an  attack  from  a  disloyal  party  of  French  guards,  pa- 
tiently sustained  farther  aggression  from  the  insolence  of  the 
multitude,  until  the  danger  became  so  urgent  as  to  prompt  him 
to  make  use  of  his  sabre  upon  a  forward  assailant.  This  point 
is  not  very  material,  as  it  has  been  ascertained  who  were  the 
aggressors  in  subsequent  commotions  of  a  much  more  serious 
nature. 

Clamorous  for  bread,  a  riotous  mob  afterwards  attacked  the 
convent  of  St.  Lazare,  plundered  and  burned  it.  Another  dis- 
orderly party  carried  off  arms  from  the  Gard-Meuble  :  a  third 
set  rushed  into  the  hotel  de  la  Force,  and  liberated  the  prisoners, 
but,  instead  of  granting  the  same  favor  to  those  of  the  Chatelet, 
assisted  the  keeper  in  preventing  their  escape,  and  even  killed 
some  who  were  pushing  forward  with  that  view^ 

The  perturbations  of  the  metropolis  furnished  the  electors  of 
thttiers-etat  w  ith  a  pretencefor  the  assumption  of  high  authority. 
They  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  to  the  restoration  of  tran- 
quillity ;  issued  orders  to  the  sixty  districts  into  which  Necker 
had  divided  Paris  ;  and  prepared  to  organise  a  numerous  body 
of  militia,  for  which,  however,  they  condescended  to  solicit  the 
assent  of  the  national  representatives.  Deputies  were  sent  by 
the  assembly,  in  consequeme  of  this  application,  to  request  that 
the  king  would  withdraw  the  troops,  and  establish  the  militia, 
Louis  replied,  that  the  proposed  measures  did  not  appear  to  be 
necessary.  The  assembly  censured  the  answer,  and  renewed  its 
oflensive  resolutions. 

The  effect  of  the  seditious  machinations  of  ambitious  men  now 
appeared,  in  the  execution  of  a  scheme  calculated  to  confound  the 
court.  The  populace  seized  all  the  arms  deposited  in  the  hotel 
of  Invalides,  where  not  only  musquets,  but  cannon  also,  were 
found.  Many  passed  over  a  wall  into  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
Bastille ;  and  some  of  these  intruders  were  wounded  r  ,  ,  ^ 
by  a  discharge  from  the  casde.  The  artillery,  now 
began  to  play  upon  the  fortress;  and,  after  a  short  defence,  the 
marquis  de  Launay,  having  a  very  insufficient  garrison  under 
his  command,  offered  tf)  surrender,  on  terms  of  safety  for  him- 
self and  his  soldiers.  Such  a  promise  being  given,  he  ordered 
a  drawbridge  to  be  lowered,  and  the  besiegers  took  possession 
of  the  place^. 

No  real  foundation  appears  for  the  charge  of  treachery  im- 
puted to  the  governor.  As  the  great  danger  of  such  an  act  was 

8  Mai'raontel. — Bertrand,  9  Bertrand's  annals,  chap.  8. 
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evident,  it  is  hif^hly  improbable  that  he  would  have  ordered  his 
men  to  lire  upon  the  people,  after  many  had  been  admitted  on  a 
promise  of  his  forbearance;  for  this  is  the  import  of  the  accusa- 
tion. He  was  obnoxious  to  the  infuriate  rabble,  merely  for  hav- 
]\vr  dared  to  defend  the  Bastille.  Torn  from  the  protection  of 
some  v\  ho  had  acted  as  officers  at  the  siepje,  he  was  bitterly  re- 
viled, u  ounded,  and  beheaded.  Many  of  his  soldiers  are  said  to 
Ivave  been  put  to  death  for  the  same  offence  :  but  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  [guards  saved  the  rest.  M.  de  Flesselles,  who  had 
presided  in  the  committe  of  electors,  being  suddenly  suspected 
of  (or;  as  some  sav,  detected  in)  a  correspondence  with  the  court, 
could  noT  escapethefury  of  the  multitude:  he  was  shot  as  he  was 
retiring  from  the  town  hall. 

So  comparatively  mild  had  been  the  government  of  Louis  that 
only  seven  prisoners,  four  of  whom  were  accused  of  forgery, 
were  found  in  the  Bastille".  As  its  dungeons,  however,  had 
formerly  been  the  receptacles  even  of  innocent  objects  of  tyran- 
ny, the  odium  of  the  name  produced  the  destruction  of  the  edi- 
fice and  its  fortifications. 

This  exploit  was  not  yet  known  at  Versailles,  when  Louis, 
having  received  another  application  for  a  removal  of  the  troops, 
merely  ordered  the  departure  of  the  regiments  from  the  Champ 
de  Mars.  The  assembly  demanded  the  retreat  of  other  divisions 
of  the  army  ;  and,  the  next  morning,  a  full  knowledge  of  the  in- 
surrection of  the  Parisians  prompted  the  territied  monarch  to 
court  the  protection  of  the  popular  representatives,  and  dismiss 
all  the  troops  from  the  environs  of  Paris  and  of  Versailles. 
Thus  did  that  portentous  revolution  commence,  which  has  since 
produced  such  wonderful  effects". 

Deputies  were  sent  to  Paris  to  communicate  to  the  citizens 
the  pleasing  intelligence  of  the  king's  submission  to  the  domi- 
neering assembly,  and  restore  peace  and  subordination.  The 
marquis  de  la  Favette,  whose  services  in  the  cause  of  American 
freedom  pointed  him  out  as  a  proper  person  for  the  command  of 
the  new  militia  or  city  guard,  had  accepted  the  appointment  with 
joy;  and,  addressing  the  Parisians  in  the  town  hall,  he  an- 
nounced the  patriotic  intentions  of  their  sovereign,  which  ex- 
cited rapturous  applause. 

When  Necker  was  dismissed,  M.deMontmorinand  two  other 
ministers  had  also  been  desired  to  resign ;  and,  in  the  new  ar- 
rangements, the  baron  de  Breteuil  had  been  authorised  to  act  as 
premier.  The  assembly  now  requested  that  the  new  niinisters 
might  be  removed,  and  Necker  recalled.  The  king  readily  com- 
plied with  the  demand;  and,  to  testify  his  exterior  joy  at  the  late 
reconciliation,  visited  Paris  with  a  train  of  deputies.     The  keys 

10  Marmontel,  tivre  xvii. — Bertram). 

1 1  llistoire  de  la  revolution,  par  Kabaut,  livic  Ui. 
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of  the  city  were  presented  to  him  by  the  new  mayor,  M.  Bailly, 
who  observed  that  they  were  the  same  keys  which  had  been  de- 
livered to  Henry  IV.  "  That  prince  (he  added)  conquered  his 
people  ;  but  now  the  people  have  conquered  their  kinp^."  This 
language  could  not  be  agreeable  to  Louis;  nor  did  he  seem  pleas- 
ed at  the  substitution  of  the  cry  of  Five  le  nation  !  for  Five  le 
Roi !  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate,  that  he  disregarded  the  inte- 
rest of  the  nation,  or  considered  it  as  separate  from  his  own  : 
but  he  probably  thought  that  the  exclaimers  were  disposed  to 
treat  him  as  an  insignificant  appendage  to  the  all-grasping  as- 
sembly. When  he  appeared  in  the  town  hall,  he  was  welcomed 
with  congratulatory  and  applausive  speeches,  among  which  that 
of  Lally  Tolendal  was  eminently  distinguished.  In  return  for 
the  acclamations  of  the  numerous  auditors,  he  said  with  visible 
emotion,  "  My  people  may  always  depend  upon  my  regard  and 
affection.'' 

The  endeavours  of  the  commandant  of  the  Parisian  guard, 
for  the  repression  of  turbulence,  were  exerted  with  greater  dili- 
gence than  success.  He  wished  to  rescue  M.  Foulon  from  the 
hands  of  the  murderous  rabble,  not  from  any  esteem  for  his  cha- 
racter, but  because  he  thought  every  accused  or  suspected  per- 
son had  a  right  to  a  fair  trial.  That  unfortunate  old  man,  and 
his  respectable  son-in-law,  Berthier,  were  put  to  death  for  their 
connexion  with  the  ministers  who  had  succeeded  Necker  and  his 
associates,  notwithstanding  all  the  entreaties  and  remonstrances 
of  la  Fayette  and  of  Bailly. 

Returning  from  exile,  Necker  was  gratified  with  a  flattering 
reception  from  the  people  and  from  the  assembly  ;  and  he  pro- 
cured, for  his  friend  the  archbishop  of  Bourdeaux,  the  office 
keeper  of  the  seal,  while  M.  Paulin  was  constituted  director  of 
the  military  department.  Soon  after  these  appointments,  the 
privileges  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and  it  was  resolved,  with  few  exceptions,  that  \  ^  a 
they  should  be  abolished;  and  those  of  provinces  and  *  ^' 
of  towns  were  also  annulled.  These  votes  involved  an  extraor- 
dinary change  in  the  state  of  property.  Persons  of  every  de- 
scription were  pronounced  equally  admissible  to  military,  civil, 
and  ecclesiastical  employments  ;  and  the  prince  from  whose  pa- 
triotism these  and  other  concessions  were  obtained  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  was  proclaimed  the  restorer  of  French  Liberty. 

While  the  late  important  resolutions  were  yet  unsanctioned 
by  the  king,  the  extent  of  the  negative  to  be  allowed  to  him  was 
frequently  debated  ;  and  three  questions  upon  that  head  were 
put  to  the  vote.  One  was,  whether  he  might  refuse  his  assent 
to  the  acts  of  the  assembly;  which  passed  almost  unanimously. 
The  second  was,  whether  the  refusal  should  be  absolute  or  mere- 
ly suspensive  ;  and  it  was  determined  according  to  the  latter 
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mode.  The  third  point  related  to  the  term  of  suspension  ;  and 
this  was  fixed  for  two  assemblies. 

The  votes  for  the  annulment  of  privilej^es  were  not,  in  every 
particular,  agreeable  to  Louis:  but,  as  he  approved  their  jjjeiieral 
spirit,  he  ordered  their  promulgation.  He  was  aware,  indeed, 
that  resistance  would  be  of  little  use.  He  had  in  a  manner  dis- 
armed himself,  and  bared  his  breast  to  the  blows  of  democracy. 

A  financial  report  from  Necker  did  not  greatly  retard  the  con- 
stitutional setdement ;  for  his  plan,  instead  of  being  amply  dis- 
cussed, was  accepted  through  confidence  in  him,  corroborated 
by  die  opinion  of  a  committee.  His  calculations  were  not  very 
consolatory  to  the  nation  ;  for  he  estimated  the  annual  deficien- 
cy at  sixty  one  millions  of  livres,  and  stated  the  necessity  of 
levying  eighty  millions  by  immediate  taxes,  as  a  new  loan  was 
impracticable.  The  clergy  offered,  toward  the  supply,  all  the 
plate  w  hich  did  not  appear  to  be  indispensibly  necessary  for  the 
exterior  purpose  of  divine  worship ;  and  contributions  from  ail 
parts  of  the  kingdom  were  sent  to  the  assembly. 

With  a  view  of  having  the  king  more  completely  in  their  pow- 
er, the  revolutionary  chiefs  resolved  to  procure  a  removal  of  the 
assembly  to  the  metropolis,  where  riots  might  easily  be  excited 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidation.  Malouet,  and  other  members 
who  did  not  w  ish  for  the  humiliation  of  their  sovereign,  proposed 
in  private  meetings,  that  Tours  should  be  fixed  upon  as  a  moi-e 
tranquil  spot ;  and  it  was  expected  that  above  three  hundred  of 
the  commons,  besides  a  majority  of  the  nobles  and  clergy,  would 
concur  in  the  proposal.  Louis  objected  to  the  measure,  alleging 
that  it  was  unnecessary,  and  might  create  dirturbance.  A  hint 
of  the  scheme  being  given  to  Mii'abeau,  he  propagated  a  report 
of  a  conspiracy  to  carry  off  the  king  to  a  fortified  town,  and  as- 
semble an  army  for  the  subjugation  of  the  national  representa- 
tives. He  continued  his  machinations  for  the  production  of  such 
a  riot  as  might  over-awe  the  court,  and  draw  the  royal  family 
and  the  assembly  to  Paris.  Louis,  to  secure  himself  against  an 
attack,  sent  for  a  regiment  of  I'egular  troops.  The  officers  of 
ihe  garde  clu- corps  having  given  an  entertainment  at  the  palace 
to  those  of  the  newly  arrived  soldiery,  the  loyal  festivity  which 
prevailed  was  misrepresented  as  an  insult  to  the  nation  ;  and  it 
was  pretended  thai  the  king  and  queen,  who  appeared  at  the 
lively  scene,  encouraged  the  hostile  intentions  of  the  jovial  party 
against  the  patriots.  Invidious  mention  was  made  of  this  ban- 
quet to  the  assembly,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  vote  by 
which  it  might  be  stigmatised:  but  the  majority  decl'ned  to  ani- 
madvert upon  it,  and  took  into  consideration  the  answ  er  which 
had  been  given  by  his  majesty  on  the  subject  of  some  new  politi- 
cal  regulations.  He  would  only  assent  to  them  on  condition  of 
the  allowance  of  sufficient  dignity  and  power,  in  the  general  re- 
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suit  of  the  settlement,  to  the  royal  administrator  of  the  national 
affairs.  This  reply  was  so  unsatisfactory,  that  the  assembly 
sent  a  deputation  to  the  palace,  to  procure  an  unconditional 
assent' ^ 

The  intrigues  of  the  democratic  faction  were  prosecuted  with 
success.  Men  and  women  of  the  lowest  class  were  instigated  to 
go  to  Versailles  to  demand  bread  ;  and  a  fi)rmidable  bodv  com- 
menced for  that  purpos-  a  disorderly  march.  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
whom  the  ministry  had  lately  courted  to  assist  the  king  against 
the  violent  party,  was  requested  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  national 
guard  to  accompany  them  to  Versailles.  He  expostulated  with 
them  in  vain,  and  consented,  at  the  desire  of  the  municipality, 
to  undertake  the  journey.  A  party  of  females  first  appeared  in 
the  avenues  to  the  hall  of  the  assembly  ;  and  their  leader  Mail- 
lard,  presenting  himself  at  the  bar,  implored  relief  for  the  starv- 
ing Parisians.  Mounier  was  sent  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  to 
inform  the  king  of  the  distresses  of  his  people ;  and  his  majesty 
not  only  ordered  corn  to  be  sent  to  the  capital  from  various 
places,  but  gave  the  desired  assent  to  the  constitutional  articles'^. 

When  La  Fayette  arrived  with  the  Parisian  guard,  he  found 
the  hall  partly  occupied  by  the  rabble.  The  royal  guards  had 
been  insulted  by  the  populace;  but  their  patience  and  moderation 
prevented,  at  that  time,  serious  mischief;  and,  though  some 
grounds  of  apprehension  remained,  the  king  and  his  family, 
trusting  to  the  professions  of  the  popular  commandant,  retired 
to  rest.  The  next  morning,  the  mob  approached  the  palace 
with  hostile  intentions.  Two  of  the  guards  were  attack-  ^  ^ 
ed  at  the  entrance  ;  and,  when  one  of  them  had  fallen, 
pierced  with  many  wounds,  the  assailants  entered  the  palace, 
denouncing  vengeance  against  the  queen.  She  had  opportunely 
escaped  to  the  king's  apartment,  where  her  children,  at  her  ear- 
nest request,  were  brought  to  her.  In  defending,  the  approaches 
to  this  place  of  refuge,  some  of  the  guards  were  wounded,  and 
one  was  killed;  but,  by  the  efforts  of  a  party  of  grenadiers,  who 
were  induced  to  believe  that  the  guards  had  no  ill  intentions 
against  the  people,  the  rioters  were  driven  out  of  the  palace. 
Many  of  the  royal  soldiers  were  pursued  through  the  streets  by 
the  populace,  and  by  the  disloyal  militia  of  Versailles  :  but  La 
Fayette,  having  shaken  off  that  sleep  in  which  he  ought  not  to 
have  indulged  himself,  saved,  by  his  remonstrances  and  exer- 
tions, the  endangered  defenders  of  their  sovereign^^* 

12  Bertrand's  annals,  chap.  15.  13  Bprtratitl,chap  16. 

14  Bertrand,   chap.    17. Anqnetil,  tome    xiii. De   la  Revolution    Francoise,  par 

Necktr,  tome  ii.  sect.  2. liistoire  de  la  conjiirat'iDn  de  Louis  Pliilipi)e  Josiph  d'Orleans, 

.\ccordii)g  to  Borirand's  account,  onlj'  two  of  the  guards  lost  their  lives,  and  some  others 
Were  wounded  ;  and  one  of  the  bviganck  fell  by  a  shot  intended  for  a  royalist.  Proiulhomnie 
siiys,  that  fourteen  of  the  guards  perished. 
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While  Louis  was  consulting  his  ministers  at  this  crisis,  the 
tutored  insurgents  called  out,  "The  king  must  go  to  Paris.'' 
Before  he  complied  with  this  offensive  and  imperious  requisition, 
lie  desired  the  assembly  to  deliberate  on  the  subject  in  the  pa- 
lace :  but  the  influence  of  the  artful  Mirabeau  produced  a  con- 
trary vote  ;  and  the  king  then  consented  to  repair  to  the  capital. 
The  duke  of  Orleans,  for  whom  Mirabeau  wished  to  procure  the 
dignity  of  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom,  entered  the  royal 
apartment  toobserve  the  efiect  of  the  conspiracy:  buthe  was  soon 
repelled  by  looks  of  contempt  and  gestures  of  indignation.  The 
assembly,  being  informed  of  the  king's  determination,  voted  itself 
inseparable  from  the  court;  and  preparations  were  made  for  the 
immediate  progress  of  one  hundred  members,  in  company  with 
the  royal  family.  The  heads  of  the  two  victims  were  carried 
upon  pikes  by  the  advanced  guard  of  the  rabble  :  the  Parisian 
militia  followed  ;  "  and  the  royal  captives  (in  the  forcible  and 
indignant  language  of  Burke)  were  slowly  moved  along,  amidst 
the  horrid  yells,  and  shrill  screams,  and  frantic  dances,  and  in- 
famous contumelies,  and  all  the  unutterable  abomination  of  the 
furies  of  hell,  in  the  abused  shape  of  the  vilest  of  women." 

This  triumph  of  faction  over  royalty  so  disgusted  many  of  the 
representatives,  that  they  seceded  from  the  assembly.  The  de- 
liberations were  now  transferred  to  Paris ;  and  an  inquiry  was 
ordered  to  be  made  into  the  late  riots  and  outrages ;  but  it  was 
not  expected  that  the  conspirators  would  be  punished.  The  king 
was  constrained  to  dismiss  the  gardes-du-corps  from  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  palace  :  his  ministers  were  harassed  with  suspi- 
cions and  calumnies  ;  and  his  views  and  intentions  were  stu- 
diously misrepresented'*. 

In  the  progress  of  varied  arrangements,  important  alterations 
were  made  in  the  state  of  the  church,  in  law  and  policy,  and  in 
almost  every  object  that  could  be  comprehended  within  the  scope 
of  legislative  consideration.  The  property  of  the  church  excited 
the  eaily  cupidity  of  the  assembly;  and  it  was  proposed  by  Tal- 
^  _  leyrand,  bishop  of  Autun,  that  all  ecclesiastical  and 
^  °^'*  '  monastic  possessions  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
nation,  w  ith  the  proviso  of  a  competent  allow  ance  to  the  minis- 
ters of  religion,  and  to  the  expelled  monks  and  nuns.  This  mo- 
tion was  strongly  opposed  ;  but  it  passed  by  a  majority  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-two.  The  parliaments,  and  assemblies  of 
the  provincial  states,  were  suppressed;  and,  though  some  courts 
of  law  w  ere  suffered  to  act,  justice  could  scarcely  be  said  to  be 
administered.  Financial  difficulties  and  embarrassments  led  to 
the  emission  of  assignats,  as  substitutes  for  money; — a  delusive 

15  Rabaut,  in  his  history,  endeavours  to  pei-potuate  those  misrepi-estntations :  but  the  ju- 
dicious readers  of  his  work  will  Ue  on  Iheirguard  against  his  prejudices. 
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and  mischevious  contrivance.  The  most  oppressive  of  the  old 
taxes  were  abolished.  Companies  for  excl'.sive  commerce 
were  dissolved,  and  various  branches  of  monopoly  annulled. 
A  new  form  was  g:iven  to  municipal  corporations ;  and  other 
changes  were  rapidly  introduced. 

The  French  were,  perhaps,  of  all  the  European  nations,  ex- 
cept the  Turks,  the  most  incapable  of  profiting  by  a  revolution. 
Being  of  warm  and  impetuous  dispositions,  they  were  ready  to 
rush  into  violent  changes.  Having  little  patience  and  less  judg- 
ment, they  did  not  give  a  fair  trial  to  their  innovations,  or  re- 
flect with  coolness  on  the  nature  of  their  crude  schemes.  In- 
stead of  a  deliberate  correction  of  abuses  and  a  gradual  reform, 
they  blindly  and  j^recipitately  destroyed  old  establishments,  root- 
ed up  the  wheat  with  the  tares,  and  annulled  at  once  both  2;ood 
and  bad  institutions.  By  absurd  and  inconsistent  regulations, 
they  weakened  the  effect  of  those  parts  of  the  new  government 
which  were  unobjectionable,  and  introduced  such  confusion  as 
paved  the  way  for  the  appeal  of  artful  men  to  the  passions  of  the 
rabble,  and  for  the  rise  of  arbitrary  power  in  an  altered  form. 

The  labors  of  the  assembly  were  not  accompanied  with  na- 
tional tranquillity.  Commotions,  which  you  will  not  expect  me 
to  particularise,  arose  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  from  the 
effervescence  of  faction,  from  a  spirit  of  licentiousness,  and  the 
rancor  of  animosity.  Disputes  led  to  the  effusion  of  blood.  Ra- 
pacity and  malice  occasioned  the  pillage  and  destruction  of  many 
of  the  seats  of  nobles.  To  exemplify  this  havoc,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  mention,  that  sixty-seven  mansions  were  burned  to  the 
ground  within  the  narrow  compass  of  the  Maconnois  and  Beau- 
jolois.  The  populace  seemed  to  think  that  the  privileged  orders 
were  combined  in  a  league  with  the  king  to  smother  liberty  in 
its  cradle.  On  a  charge  of  this  kind,  the  marquis  de  Favras, 
the  count  de  Puy  segur,  marechal  Broglio,  and  others  .  _q^ 

were  tried  by  the  judges  of  the  Chatelet;  and,  if  the 
first  of  these  had  not  been  condemned  and  executed,  the  ferocioiis 
rabble  would,  without  doubt,  have  hanged  him  a  la  lanterne^^. 

These  commotions  deeply  affected  Louis ;  and,  in  the  hope  of 
allaying  the  ferment,  he  resolved  to  concur  without  reserve  in 
the  views  of  the  assembly,  and  gratify  the  people  by  a  frank  and 
full  assent  to  the  new  system.  Repairing  to  the  hall,  he  ad- 
dressed the  members  in  a  long  speech,  in  which  he  took  a  re- 
view of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  feelingly  lamented  the  , ,  ,  ^ 
distractions  of  the  realm,  but  hoped  that  effectual  re- 
form and  improvement  might  be  prosecuted  without  farther  con- 
vulsions or  disturbances.  He  declared  his  approbation  of  the 
scheme  for  dividing  the  kingdom  into  eighty- three  departments, 

IG  Histoiredes  crreursj  desfantes  ct  descrimes.  commis  pendaot  lanivolulion  Francoisg^ 
Home  iii. 
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and  introducing  such  an  uniform  organization  as  would  much 
better  connect  the  whole  than  the  former  provincial  divisions,  in 
which  i.u)  inconvenient  dissimilarity  of  laws  and  usages  prevail- 
ed. He  urL;ed  his  hearers  to  devote  their  whole  attention  to  the 
public  good  ;  to  establish  a  degree  of  freedom  not  incompatible 
with  social  peace  and  order,  reclaim  the  imthinking  and  deluded 
portion  of  the  community  to  a  due  sense  of  propriety  and  jus- 
tice, and  put  an  end  to  those  vexations  and  oppressions  which 
had  already  impelled  many  citizens  to  seek  security  in  a  foreign 
land. 

One  effect  of  the  royal  speech  was  the  adopti'^n  of  a  new  oath, 
importing  that  every  representative  would  be  faithful  to  the  na- 
ti(Mi,  the  law  and  the  king,  and  would  maintain  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power,  the  constitution  decreed  by  the  assembly,  and  accept- 
ed by  his  majesty.  Another  effect  was  the  presentation  of  ap- 
plausive addresses  from  the  different  municipalities  :  but  the  im- 
pression made  by  the  conduct  of  Louis  was  not  permanently 
beneficial. 

In  the  financial  discussions,  the  prodigality  of  the  court  was 
censured  ;  and  the  red  book  was  demanded  by  the  king's  adver- 
saries, to  remove  all  doubts  upon  that  subject.  It  was  pretend- 
ed, when  the  book  had  been  examined,  that  the  annual  expendi- 
ture, with  common  prudence  and  economy,  might  have  been 
diminished  in  the  proportion  of  one  fifth  :  but  moderate  and 
unbiassed  members  affirmed,  that  the  charge  was  ill  founded. 

By  the  oratorical  plausibility  of  Necker,  the  means  of  sup- 
plying the  deficiency  of  the  revenue  were  magnified  ;  and  the 
prospect  of  a  speedy  restoration  of  order  to  the  finances,  and  of 
providing  funds  for  the  gradual  liquidation  of  the  public  debt, 
removed  from  the  sanguine  the  dread  of  a  dangerous  insolvency. 
The  king,  being  desired  by  the  assembly  to  fix  the  civil  list  on 
such  a  basis  as  would  correspond  with  the  dignity  of  his  throne, 
replied,  that  he  would  studiously  endeavour  to  combine  economy 
with  a  respectability  of  appearance  worthy  of  the  head  of  a 
great  nation.  But,  while  the  royal  dignity  was  th'is  allowed  to 
be  maintained,  the  annulment  of  titles  and  the  extinction  of  he- 
reditary nobility  weakened  one  of  the  props  and  safeguards  of 
J  ,^  the  throne.  Lambel  having  made  a  motion  for  this 
purpose,  the  democrats  would  scarcely  suffer  it  to  be 
debated,  and  it  was  sanctioned  by  a  commanding  majority'^. 

As  the  anniversary  of  the  revolution  (which  was  reckoned 
from  the  reduction  of  die  Bastile)  approached,  great  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  the  celebrity  of  a  national  confederation^  a 
public  covenant,  or  constitutional  league.  A  spacious  amphi- 
theatre was  erected  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  :  mass  was  solemly 
peribrmed  ;  and,  when  the  king  had  taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 

17  Bertrand's  Aunals,  chap.  25, 2C. 
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the  constitution,  the  assembly,  the  delegates  who  had  been  in- 
vited from  the  provinces,  the  resjular  troops,  the  militia  and  the 
spectators,  bound  themselves  by  a  similar  sanction. 

After  an  interval  of  comparative  tranquillity,  new  disturb- 
ances arose.  These  were  chiefly  imputed  to  the  arts  of  a  demo- 
cratic society,  notorious  for  the  profligacy,  villany,  and  cruelty, 
not  of  it's  original  members,  but  of  the  individuals  of  whom  it 
was  subsequently  composed.  It  was  the  offspring  or  continua- 
tion of  a  club  instituted  in  the  year  1789,  by  the  Breton  depu- 
ties ;  and,  as  its  place  of  meeting  was  the  hall  of  an  edifice 
lately  occupied  by  Jacobin  monks,  this  designation  was  assumed 
by  the  society.  Some  of  the  members  soon  seceded  from  it,  and 
formed  a  new  society,  which  was  eclipsed  by  the  superior  abi- 
lity and  influence  of  the  Jacobins.  The  latter  took  every  op- 
portunit}  of  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people,  not  only  against 
the  court,  but  even  against  the  assembly,  when  its  proceedings 
and  resolutions  were  not  so  bold  or  violent  as  to  suit  the  v  lews  of 
the  ambitious  incendiaries  of  the  club.  Societies,  correspond- 
ing with  the  Jacobin  fraternity  of  Paris,  u  ere  established  in  the 
provinces.  Seditious  intrigues  and  machinations  prevailed.  The 
soldier  and  the  seaman,  the  tradesman  and  the  mechanic,  were 
seduced  from  their  allegiance  ;  and  the  members  of  liberal  pro- 
fessions were  courted  to  assist  in  the  ereat  work  of  reformincr 
and  perfecting  political  institutions. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  whose  great  opulence  had  been  devoted 
to  the  purposes  of  faction,  had  been  denounced  by  the  moderate 
reformists  as  an  enemy  of  the  state  :  but  he  continued  his  in- 
trigues for  power,  calumniated  the  character  and  conduct  of  his 
royal  relative,  and  even  aimed  at  the  acquisition  of  sovereignty, 
which  he  hoped  to  attaiii  amidst  the  disorders  and  confusion  of 
the  realm^^ 

That  spirit  of  insubordination  which  was  thus  artfully  pro- 
moted, was  particularly  evinced  at  Nanci.  The  garrison  muti- 
nied against  the  officers;  extorted  from  them,  on  pretence  of  a 
lawful  claim,  considerable  sums  of  money;  and  seized  the  chests 
of  the  regin;ents.  Complaint  was  made  of  these  proceedings  to 
the  assembly;  and  consequent  orders  were  given  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  a  x\t\w  decree  against  military  treason  or  rebelUon. — 
The  marqjis  de  Bouille,  having  in  vain  demanded  the  surren- 
der of  the  chief  mutineers,  and  the  release  of  the  oflicers  whom 
they  had  imprisoned,  advanced  toward  Nanci  with  a  small 
army.  On  his  approach,  the  officers  were  liberated  ;  the  gar- 
rison seemed  ready  to  leave  the  town ;  and  an  accommodation 
was  confidendy  expected.  But  the  obstinacy  of  two  battalions 
of  Swiss  led  to  a  different  result.  They  declared  that  they 
would  not  submit,  and  urged  the  rest  of  the  garrison  to  support 

18  Histoitc  de  lu  conjuration  lie  Louis  Philippe  Joseph  d'Orleans. 
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them  in  their  resistance.  Posted  at  one  of  the  gates,  they  con- 
mencedhostilities,  when  they  weresummoned  to  open 
Aug.  v)l.  j^ .  ^j^^^i  j-^u'^^,  of  Bouillt's  men  were  killed  by  a  furious 
discharge  of  cannon  and  musquetry.  Enraged  at  this  assault, 
the  rest  of  his  soldiers  rushed  into  the  town,  and  slew  all  whom 
they  met.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  fired  upon  them  from  the 
houses ;  and  for  three  hours  a  dreadful  conflict  raged.  Four 
battalions  belonging  to  the  garrison  took  no  part  in  the  action, 
but  remained  in  their  barracks,  anxiously  watching  the  pro- 
<'Tess  of  the  battle.  If  they  had  joined  the  Swiss,  the  marquis 
might  perhaps  have  been  overpowered^^ 

Having  subdued  all  resistance,  M.  de  Bouille  reinstated  the 
municipality,  which  had  lost  its  authority  during  the  mutiny. — 
He  not  only  received  the  thanks  of  the  king  for  his  services  on 
this  occasion,  but  was  complimented  with  the  approbation  of  the 
ruling  assembly.  The  populace,  however  inveighed  against 
him  as  a  sanguinary  aristocrat,  who  deserved  to  lose  his  head 
for  the  horrible  massacre  committed  by  his  orders. 

From  a  different  cause.  Angers,  in  the  following  week,  be- 
came a  scene  of  riot  and  bloodshed.  The  people  called  for  a 
diminution  of  the  high  price  of  bread  ;  the  magistrates  reduced 
it ;  and  the  clamor  seemed  to  subside.  But  a  renewal  of  tumult 
followed  ;  and  the  red  flag  was  hoisted  in  terror  em.  A  body  of 
workmen,  not  intimidated,  fired  upon  the  soldiers,  without  mor- 
tally wounding  any  of  them.  The  troops  returned  the  fire,  and 
killed  fifty-one  persons'". 

The  inquiry  into  the  riot  at  Versailles  had  occupied  for  a 
considerable  time  the  court  of  the  Chatelet ;  and  an  elaborate 
report  was  at  length  presented  to  the  assembly.  It  sufficiently 
appeared  that  the  outrages  arose  from  a  plot  of  the  Orleans  fac- 
tion, not  from  casual  or  unpremeditated  turbulence:  but  the  arts 
and  influence  of  the  violent  party  obstructed  the  demands  of 
justice  ;  and  not  only  the  chief  conspirators,  but  also  the  most 
active  agents  in  the  riot,  were  suftered  to  avoid  merited  punish- 
ment. 

As  Necker  was  unfriendly  to  some  of  the  innovating  decrees 
of  the  assembly,  and  was  not  a  violent  democrat,  he  had  lost  his 
influence  in  the  national  council ;  and,  as  he  was  the  object  of 
satirical  effusions  and  libellous  attacks,  he  found  his  situation 
very  un])leasing,  and  even  dangerous.  The  revival  of  commo- 
tion furnished  a  pretence  for  imputing,  to  his  want  of  energy 
and  to  the  inability  of  his  colleagues,  the  obstacles  which  re- 

19  Memoires  leluling:  «o  tlic  French  revolution,  translated  from  the  manuscript  of  the 
niiniiiis  (!.•  liouille.— llisloire  (Its  »  rreurs,  des  fautes,  ct  dcs  crimes  dc  la  rtvoliition,  tome 
i-,i_l>,Midhomnu' says,  that  fifteen  hundred  persons  were  killed  on  bolli  bides.  Tweniy. 
rhive  of  ".he  SwiaS  insurgents  were  afterwards  condorancd  to  death. 
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tarded  the  regeneration  of  the  state.  Thus  assailed',  he  resign- 
ed all  concern  in  the  administration,  and  returned  to  his  native 
country. 

An  insurrection  at  Brest  hastened  the  retreat  of  the  naval  mi- 
nister, M.  de  la  Lucerne,  who  was  succeeded  by  Fleurieu.  M. 
de  la  Tour  du  Pin  afterwards  relinquished  the  direction  of  mili- 
tary affairs ;  and  M.  du  Portail  was  appointed  to  that  station. 
Duport  du  Tertre  became  keeper  of  the  great  seal ;  an-d,  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  Blondel  was  named  minister  of  the  interior, 
on  the  resignation  of  M.  de  St.  Priest,  who  was  too  firm  a  roy- 
alists to  please  the  ruly  party.  Lambert  regulated  the  finances 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  gave  way  to  M.  de  Lessart. 

The  disgust  of  the  clergy  at  the  seizure  of  their  property,  and 
at  the  alterations  made  by  the  assembly  in  the  disposal  of  bene- 
fices and  in  spiritual  discipline,  increased  the  public  disorder. — 
They  refused  to  acquiesce  in  the  new  decrees,  and  exclaimed 
against  the  violent  spirit  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation.-— 
The  debates  of  the  assembly,  with  reference  to  the  clerical  or- 
der, were  very  animated  Voidel  stigmatised  the  refractory 
spirit  of  the  majority  of  the  ecclesiastics  ;  urged  them  to  re- 
nounce their  prejudices,  and  think  no  more  of  the  privileges 
and  opulence  of  which  they  had  been  justly  deprived  ;  and,  in 
the  name  of  a  committee,  proposed  a  decree,  commanding  them 
to  take  the  new  oath  without  delay,  on  pain  of  losing  their  sti- 
pends, being  subjected  to  farther  penalties,  and  declared  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  public  office.  The  motion  was  ably  oppo- 
sed by  Maury  and  other  speakers;  but,  being  artfully  defended 
by  the  democratic  orators,  it  received  general  assent,  -wr  <^- 
The  king  delayed  his  sanction  to  it,  on  account  of  its  '  " 

importance  and  severity:  but,  to  prevent  importunities  and  cla- 
mors, he  confirmed  it.  Sixty  representative  ecclesiastics  now 
took  the  oath  ;  but  it  was  declined  by  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
clerical  body  in  the  assembly.    Two  months  were  ._q 

allowed  for  reconsideration  ;  and  the  decree  was  ^  '     ' 
then  enforced  by  the  appointment  of  constitutional  bishops  and 
priests. 

Mirabeau  had  been  one  of  the  most  strenuous  supporters  of  ec- 
clesiastical reform:  but  his  zeal  in  the  cause  seemed  to  abate;  and 
he  endeavoured  to  allay  the  violence  of  the  storm  which  threaten- 
ed the  clergy.  He  was  now  chosen  president  of  the  assembly;  and 
was,  at  the  same  time,  engaged  in  a  secret  negotiation  with  the 
court.  A  friend  having  represented  him  as  one  who  might  easily 
be  brought  back  to  monarchical  principles,  if  those  of  public  li- 
berty should  still  be  preserved,  Louis  made  such  overtures  as  in- 
duced him  to  devote  himself  to  the  royal  service.  Having  a 
satisfactory  pledge  of  the  king's  good  intentions,  he  expressed  a 
hope  of  checking  revolntionary  extravagance  and  licentious- 
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ness  ;  but  he  found  it  necessary  to  disguise  his  sentiments,  that 
he  mi.2;ht  not  lose  that  pojjularity  which  mij^ht  enable  him  to  act 
\\  iih  iJjreater  efficac}  .  In  a  masterly  memorial,  he  discussed  the 
subject  of  the  revolution,  exposed  the  views  of  the  different  ])ar- 
ties,  and  illustrated  the  i^eneral  state  of  affairs  ;  and,  to  remedy 
die  evils  which  had  arisen,  he  proposed  the  convocation  of  an 
assembly  better  constituted  than  the  present,  and  the  formation 
of  a  new  code  of  law  and  t^overnment,  according  to  die  wishes 
of  the  people,  signified  in  the  instructions  of  the  electors.  The 
minister  Muntniorin,  and  Malouet,  were  apprehensive  of  the 
danger  of  dissolving  the  assembly  ;  and  Louis  declared  that  he 
would  not  adopt  any  scheme  which  might  lead  to  a  civil  war : 
but  Mirabeau  was  encouraged  to  form  a  party  with  zeal  and 
diligence. 

The  chair  was  filled  by  this  distinguished  deputy  with  impres- 
si\  e  dignity;  and  he  ably  steered  between  the  extremes  of  court- 
ly subserviency  and  democratic  zeal.  The  king  did  not  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  his  conversion  ;  and  the  leading  party  still  con- 
sidered him  as  friendly  to  the  popular  cause,  though  he  some- 
times took  an  oj^portunity  of  reprehending  the  spirit  of  faction. 

In  a  debate  on  the  ])ropriety  of  restraining  emigration,  he 
spoke  more  decisively  than  either  party  seemed  to  expect.  The 
democrats  wished  to  prevent  any  person  from  quitting  the  king- 
dom, as  emigration  would  be  invidious,  and  might  injure  the 
public  cause:  but  the  president  condemned  the  proposed  restric- 
tion as  tyrannical,  and  asserted  that  a  general  law  of  that  kind 
would  be  disregarded,  and  indeed  ought  not  to  be  obeyed.  It 
was  postponed  after  a  clamorous  meeting. 

Emigration  being  considered  as  an  insult  to  the  prevailing 
party,  renewed  attempts  were  made  lo  prevent  it  ;  and  the  in- 
tended departure  of  Adelaide  and  Victoire,  the  king's  aunts, 
aroused  a  malignant  spirit  of  opposition.  Those  pri'icesses 
were  known  to  have  supported  their  father  and  the  chancellor 
Maupeou  in  the  arbitrary  proceedings  against  the  parliaments  ; 
and  it  was  strongly  suspected  that  they  had  advised  their  nephew 
to  check,  by  firmness  and  vigor,  the  progress  of  democracy.  Af- 
fecting fo  dread  the  operation  of  their  political  intrigues  in  foreign 
courts,  the  majority  of  the  sections  of  Paris  requested  the  king 
and  the  assembly  to  prohibit  their  departure  ;  but,  after  warm 
debates,  they  were  allowed  to  commence  their  journey.  At  Ar- 
nai,  they  w  ere  stopped  in  their  progress,  until  a  courier  arrived 
from  Paris  with  full  permission  for  their  departure.  x\t  the  foot 
of  Mount  Cenis  they  were  met  by  the  count  d'Artois,  who  had 
already  emigrated.  While  they  were  at  Turin,  the  encourage- 
ment supposed  to  be  given  to  their  countrymen  by  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  occasioned  a  riot  at  Chamberi;  and,  by  the  violent  in- 
terference of  the  troops,  about  fifty  persons  were  wounded.  The 
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princesses  hastened  to  Rome,  and  were  treated  by  the  pope 
with  hhjrh  respect^^ 

The  negotiation  with  Mirabeau  being  continued,  emissaries 
were  employed  in  sounding  the  inclinations  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants of  the  departments  ;  and  M.  de  Bouille  took  an  active 
part  in  the  promotion  of  the  scheme  calculated  to  restore  the  ba- 
lance, in  favour  of  royalty.  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  also  meditat- 
ing a  political  plan,  but  not  in  concert  with  Mirabeau,  for  whom 
he  had  no  regard,  and  bv  u  hom  he  was  despised.  He  wished  to 
consolidate  the  re\<)!ution  in  such  a  mode  as  might  preserve 
the  monarchy,  which,  however,  he  was  too  much  inclined  to 
depress.  This  commander  kej)t  the  king  almost  a  prisoner  at 
the  Thuillf^ries.  When  some  commotions  had  alarmed  his 
majesty,  about  three  'mndred  royalists  hastened  to  defend  him  : 
but  the  officers  of  the  national  guard  insisted  on  their  retiring, 
after  the  surrender  of  their  arms  to  the  king,  who  was  not  only 
obliged  by  La  Fayette  to  deliver  up  the  arms,  but  was  j^rohibit- 
ed  from  admitting  anv  strangers  into  the  j)aiace.  Tliese  insults 
made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  feelings  of  the  haras.-.ed 
prince,  who  was  soon  after  seized  with  a  fever.  His  recovery 
was  celebrated  w  ith  illuminations  ;  and  even  the  assembly  ex- 
pressed joy  on  the  occasion. 

While  the  king's  new  friend  was  maturing  his  important 
scheme,  he  contracted  an  illness  which  hurried  him  to  his  grave. 
The  suspicion  of  his  being  poisoned  was  wholly  un-  ,  ..,  ^ 
founded.  His  death  was  generally  lamented  ;  and  his  • 
memory  was  honored  by  a  public  and  magnificent  funeral.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  abilities,  a  commanding  orator,  a  powerful 
reasoner,  and  an  intelligent  statesman.  But  his  private  charac- 
ter was  not  the  most  honorable  or  correct ;  for  he  was  faithless, 
selfish,  and  profligate.  Ambition  led  him  to  promote  revolu- 
tionary disorder  :  but  he  was  ready  to  support  the  royal  cause 
when  attractive  offers  appealed  to  his  self-interest. 

Aftected  at  the  loss  of  Mirabeau's  expected  services,  and 
weary  of  captivity,  Louis  was  inclined  to  seek  comfort  and  pro- 
tection at  a  distance  from  his  turbulent  capital.  He  was  advised 
by  ^L  de  Montmorin  to  propose  to  the  emperor  the  formation  of 
such  a  league  among  the  continental  powers,  as  might,  without 
actual  war,  intimidate  the  assembly  into  respect  and  moderation. 
All  the  arts  of  persuasion,  and  all  the  efficacy  of  bribes,  were  in 
the  m.ean  time  to  be  employed  in  influencing  the  deputies,  the 
Jacobin  club,  the  national  guard,  and  the  coinmime  of  Paris.  On 
pretence  of  averting  hostilities,  the  king  was  to  negotiate  vvith 
the  combined  powers,  and  to  put  the  army  on  an  orderly  and  re- 

21  Memoires  Historiqucs  de  Mcs-Daraes  Adelaide  et  Victoire  de  France,  Filles  de 
Louis  XV. 
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spectal)le  footing.  He  was  then  to  proceed  to  the  frontiers,  com- 
mand the  emigrants  to  return  and  join  his  troops,  form  a  new 
administration,  and  summon  the  assembly  to  deliberate  under 
his  eye.  The  electoral  assemblies  were  to  be  consulted  ;  and  a 
plan  of  government,  providing;  for  the  continuance  of  the  mo- 
narchy, yet  not  inconsistent  with  reasonable  liberty,  was  to  be 
settled  with  general  consent.  After  the  adjustment  of  an  accom- 
modation with  foreign  powers,  Louis  was  to  return  to  Paris  : 
and  affairs,  it  was  fondly  hoped,  would  then  proceed  in  a  pros- 
perous train. 

The  emperor  was  pleased  with  the  propositions,  and  pro- 
mised to  treat  with  those  princes  who  were  unfriendly  to  demo- 
cratic usurpation.  M.  de  Gilliers  was  authorised  to  disclose 
the  scheme  to  the  emigrants,  in  general,  and  to  the  count 
d'Artois  in  particular.  This  prince  was  eager  to  promote  the 
confederacy  ;  but  he  rather  hoped  than  expected  that  it  would 
have  the  desired  effect. 

.  ..,  „o  A  declaration  which  Montmorin  was  ordered  to 
P  ^'  send  to  the  French  ambassadors  at  different  courts, 
tended  to  degrade  the  king,  as  it  asserted  known  falsehoods; 
and  it  produced  no  effect  to  his  advantage.  In  consequence  of 
an  offer  of  service  from  the  brothers  of  the  name  of  Lameth, 
xvho  had  considerable  influence  over  the  assembly,  he  declared 
that  he  was  happy  "dwiSfree  (at  a  time  when  he  was  agitated  with 
chagrin  and  anxiety,  and  was  not  even  suffered  to  make  an  ex- 
cursion from  one  palace  to  another,  or  follow  his  own  will  in  any 
respect,  if  it  did  not  agree  with  that  of  the  people  or  their  repre- 
sentatives), and  thathe  cordially  approved  the  constitution  which 
had  been  framed  by  the  wisdom  of  patriotic  delegates.  The  ap- 
plause of  the  assembly  was  lavished  on  him  for  his  kindness  and 
condescension  ;  and  the  president,  observing  that  the  hydra  of 
fiiction  had  a  hundred  heads,  congratulated  him  on  having 
stricken  off  the  last.  This  speaker  either  did  not  mean  what 
he  said,  or  was  not  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 

Montmorin,  who  had  reluctantly  complied  with  the  earnest 
entreaties  of  Louis,  in  signing  a  declaration  which  militated 
against  his  scheme,  continued  to  treat  w  iih  the  count  de  Merci ; 
-jy*.  ,(^p.and,  during  this  negotiation,  AL  d'Artois  had  an  inter- 
^  view  at  Mantua  with  the  emperor.  The  chief  points  of 
the  conversation  w  ere  committed  to  writing  by  M.  de  Calonne  ; 
anda/;rq;V?,  corrected  by  his  imperial  majesty,  was  transmitted  to 
the  French  court.  Leopold  engaged  to  send  thirty-five  thousand 
men  to  the  frontiers  :  Spain  and  other  powers  agreed  to  put  ar- 
mies in  motion  :  a  declaration  was  to  be  prepared  in  the  name  of 
the  family  of  Bourbon,  and  to  be  succeeded  by  a  manifesto  of  the 
allies,  stating  the  motives  and  the  expediency  of  their  interfe- 
rence :  the  parliaments  of  the  realm  were  to  be  re-assembled  ; 
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and  the  king,  resuming  his  authority,  nas  to  regulate  it  accord- 
ing to  his  own  wish,  with  a  reasonable  attention  to  the  desires 
already  expressed  by  the  electors  of  the  states-general". 

The  assembly,  in  the  mean  time,  hastened  to  complete  the 
constitution.  The  people  loudly  called  for  despatch  ;  and,  in 
compliance  with  the  general  wish,  a  time  was  fixed  for  the  con- 
vocation of  primary  assemblies,  that  the  constituent  body  might 
be  succeeded  by  a  legislative  council,  from  which  the  present 
national  representatives  should  be  excluded. 

Disgusted  at  the  insults  to  which  he  was  subjected,  and  desi- 
rous of  a  full  freedom  of  action,  Louis  had  formed  the  resolution 
(in  compliance  with  the  suggestions  of  Mirabeauand  other  ad- 
visers) of  retiring  from  Paris  to  a  less  turbulent  town,  where  he 
might  be  surrounded  by  loyal  troops  and  well-disposed  subjects. 
Having  great  confidence  in  M.  de  Bouille,  he  imparted  the 
scheme  to  that  nobleman,  and  desired  him  to  fix  the  place. 
Bouille  answered,  that  an  amicable  invasion  of  France  on  the 
part  of  the  emperor  would  furnish  a  pretence  for  levying  an 
army;  that  the  king  might  assume  the  personal  command  of  this 
force,  and,  thus  supported,  might  obtain  from  the  assembly  a 
sufficient  degree  of  power  to  ensure  his  independence  and  re- 
spectability. The  journey  was  so  long  delayed,  that  the  time 
when  it  was  undertaken  was  very  unfavourable  to  its  success. 
The  Jacobins  had  augmented  their  influence  and  extended  their 
power:  a  general  distrust  of  the  king^s  views  seemed  to  prevail : 
and  the  loyalty  even  of  the  army  under  Bouille  visibly  declined". 

On  the  departure  of  Louis  and  his  family,  a  declaration  was 
addressed  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  France,  exhibitins:  a  view  of 
the  calamitous  effects  of  the  revolution — the  violation  of  proper- 
ty and  of  personal  securiry,  the  imjDunity  of  crimes,  the  want  of 
a  regular  government,  the  annihilation  of  the  authority  of  a 
prince  who  had  given  the  strongest  testimonies  of  regard  for  his 
people,  and  the  ruin  of  that  executive  power  which  might  have 
crushed  faction  and  preserved  order.  The  journey  was  repre- 
sented by  the  king  as  the  means  of  recovering  liberty  for  the 
court,  and  of  enabling  himself  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  internal  peace  and  security. 

The  king  and  queen,  with  their  children  and  the  princess 
Elizabeth,  left  Paris,  in  the  hope  of  reaching  Mont  j  ^, 
Medi.  They  proceeded  without  molestation  to  Varen- 
res,  but  were  stopped  at  that  town  in  consequence  of  the  unfor- 
tunate discovery  of  their  rank  by  the  post- master  Drouet,  who, 
concerting  measures  with  Sause,  the  attorney  or  agent  of  the 
cojntmme,  alarmed  the  country,  and  found  means  to  assemble  fif- 
teen thousand  men,  furnished  with  various  offensive  weapons. 

22  Bertrand's  annals,  chap.  Af>.  '23  Memorrs  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille, 
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Louis  would  not  suffer  his  guards  to  attack  the  obstructors  of  his 
progress;  and  Bouillc  was  prevented  by  the  militia  and  the  pea- 
santry ki>m  rescuing  his  endangered  sovereitijn,  who  was  de- 
taiiied  by  the  municipality  until  instructions  arrived  from  the 
caj)itaP.  }^ 

It  lias  been  suspected,  bv  partial  writers,  that  M.  de  la  Fay- 
ette was  acquainted  with  the  king's  intention  of  retiring,  and, 
having  suffered  him  to  commence  his  journey,  took  measures 
for  its  frustration  :  but  there  is  no  proof  of  this  act  of  treachery. 
He  inforn.ed  the  assembly,  however,  that  the  ro\al  fam'ly  had 
disappeared  from  the  Thuilleries  ;  adding,  that  the  vigilance  of 
the  people  would  probably  soon  discover  the  fugitives. 

Surprise  was  the  first  sensation  of  the  Parisians  on  the  occa- 
sion: indignation  then  arose  ;  and  a  calm  followed,  as  if  the  peo- 
ple had  been  relieved  from  a  burthen.  The  Jacobins  were  pleas- 
ed at  the  flight,  as  it  tended  to  promote  their  views  of  republi- 
canism. The  assembly  decreed  that  the  ministers  should  not 
attend  to  any  orders  v\hich  they  might  receive  from  the  king. 
Couriers  were  sent  to  all  the  departments,  to  stop  travellers,  and 
put  the  n^agistrates  and  peoj^le  on  their  guard  ;  and  an  oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  nation  was  exacted  from  every  individual  in  the 
army  or  in  oftice^^. 

The  royal  fugitives  w-ere  escorted  back  to  Paris  by  the  sol- 
dier) and  the  rabble.  By  torturing  the  import  of  an  article  of 
the  new  code,  the  king's  adversaries  endeavoured  to  prove  that 
he  had  abdicated  the  throne;  but  the  efforts  of  Barnave  and  other 
deputies,  who  at  this  time  joined  the  party  of  La  Fayette,  from 
a  disapprobation  of  the  view  s  of  the  Jacobins,  and  formed  the 
moderate  and  constitutional  club  of  Feuillans^  baffled  the  views 
of  the  opposers  of  royalty. 

The  repvibiican  violence  of  the  Jacobins  urged  them  to  repre- 
sent the  king's  flight  as  a  sufficient  ground  for  his  dethronement. 
Pethion  did  not  scruple  to  propose,  that  Louis  should  be  brought 
to  trial,  as  his  declared  inviolabilitv  could  only  be  applied  to  acts 
of  royalty:  but  the  assembly  rejected  the  motion  as  unconstitu- 
tioiial.  At  a  meeting  of  the  seditious  club,  Brissot  maintained, 
in  a  studied  haraneue,  that  if  was  not  merely  lawful,  but  an  act 
nf  dui),  10  try  the  king:  and  pamphlets  to  that  effect  were  in- 
dustriously dispersed.  The  friends  of  the  constitiuion  discou- 
raged such  doctrines,  without  manifesting  that  spirit  which  the 
danger  cf  their  sovereign  required  them  to  exert. 

The  Jacobin  club,  the  society  of  Cordeliers  (so  called  from 
meeting  in  a  convent  formerly  belonging  to  that  order),  and 
other  democratic  associations,  continued  to  inveigh  against  the 

24  ^^c•rll<(i^s  ol  the  Marquis  d<-  Uoiijlle. — Meraoires  Pciitiqucs  et  Militaires,  pour  servir 
a  I'H  stoire  sici-  t<   (It  m  kt-voluiu  .i  France  se,  tome  i. 
05  Histoire  du  dernier  Ittgne  de  la  Monarchic  Francoise,  chap.  i. 
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king,  and  demand  his  punishment.     Their  arts  and  clamors 
havingoccasloneda  tumultuous  nieetino;  in  the  Champde  iMars, 
the  mayor  proclaimed  martial  law;  the  national  guard  t  ,     ,- 
attacked  by  the  mob,  fired,  and  killed  or  wounded  thir- 
ty or  forty  of  the  rioters.    For  this  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people,  Bailly  was  never  forgiven  by  the  Jacobins. 

A  continuance  of  deliberation  and  discussion  at  length  com- 
pleted the  expected  code.  A  deputation  being  escorted  by  troops 
to  the  palace, Thouret  thus  addressed  the  king:  "The represen- 
tatives of  the  nation  present  to  your  majesty  the  constitutional 
act,  which  consecrates  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  French  peo- 
ple, tends  to  establish  the  true  dignity  of  the  throne,  and  rege- 
nerates the  government  of  the  empire.''  Louis  promised  to  ex- 
amine it,  and  state  his  opinion  of  it  with  all  reasonable  despatch. 
After  an  interval  of  ten  days,  he  declared  his  acceptance  of  it. 
Kit  had  been  presented  to  him  at  the  moment  of  his  departure 
from  Paris,  he  could  not  have  prevailed  upon  himself  to  accept 
it :  but,  as  it  had  been,  since  that  time,  improved  in  various  re- 
spects, had  been  rendered  more  promotive  of  good  government 
and  order,  and  had  secured  a  more  general  sanction  in  the  pub- 
lic opinion,  he  now  engaged  to  maintain  it  at  home,  defend  it 
against  attacks  from  abroad,  and  endeavour  to  carry  it  into 
corpplete  effect.  He  added,  however,  that  he  did  not  perceive, 
in  the  means  allowed  to  the  executive  power,  all  the  energy  ne- 
cessary for  concentration  and  unity;  and  he  subjoined  a  caution 
against  that  discord  which  might  lead  to  anarchy.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  he  appeared  in  the  hall  of  the  assembly,  ^  t  ^A 
took  an  oath  for  the  observance  of  the  new  constitution,  ' 
and  signed  the  act.  The  president,  in  a  posture  of  nonchalance^ 
without  rising  from  his  seat,  congratulated  Louis  on  his  enjoy- 
ment of  the  most  desirable  crown  in  the  universe,  secured  by 
the  permanent  and  decisive  authority  of  a  constitution  freely 
decreed. 

A  ceremonious  proclamation  followed.  The  Parisian  munici- 
pality announced,  with  military  parade,  that  the  national  assem- 
bly, having  finished  (within  the  space  of  two  years  and  two 
months)  their  constitutional  labours,  had  consigned  the  act,  con- 
firmed by  the  king,  to  the  fidelity  of  the  legislative  body,  as  a 
sacred  deposit^ — to  the  vigilance  of  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
families,  the  affections  of  the  young  citizens,  and  the  courage 
and  zeal  of  all  Frenchmen. 

At  the  time  of  completing  this  boasted  work  of  human  wisdom, 
or  (as  some  have  termed  it)  monument  of  human  folly,  an  act  of 
revolutionary  rapacity  was  committed  by  the  assembly:  I  allude 
to  the  seizure  of  the  Comtat  Vernaissin.  A  motion  for  its  union 
with  the  French  monarchy  had  before  been  rejected  by  the  mo- 
deration of  the  majority;  but  this  forbearance  was  not  perma 
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nent.  An  intestine  war  had  arisen  in  the  comtaf^  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  Jacobin  faction.  An  army  of  revohitionists  from 
Avigjnon  had  attacked  Cavaillon,  and  massacred  many  of  the 
inhabitants.  Jonrdan,  a  sanj^iiinary  ruffian,  besiei^ed  Carpen- 
tras,  and  perpetrated  horrible  outray^es  ;  and  most  of  the  towns 
of  the  Venaissin  were  at  ienj^th  intimidated  into  an  application 
for  such  a  setdement  as  mi^^ht  extinguish  in  that  territory  the 
power  of  the  pope. 

From  the  death  of  Ganganelli  to  the  prosecution  of  the  cardi- 
nal de  Rohan,  no  important  or  serious  contest  had  occurred  be- 
tu  een  the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Rome  :  and,  after  that  ex- 
traordinary affair,  Louis  and  Pius  were  again  on  friendly  terms. 
B'.it  when  the  revolution  had  broken  out,  the  very  nature  of 
the  explosion  presaged  a  breach  between  the  altered  government 
and  the  administrator  of  a  superstitious  system.  The  discon- 
tinuance of  the  payment  of  first-fruits,  and  the  vote  which  de- 
clared the  possessions  of  the  church  to  be  national  property, 
gave  great  disgust  to  the  pope ;  ancj  the  proceedings  of  the  as- 
sembly, on  the  subject  of  his  territories  in  France,  filled  him 
with  indimiation.  After  the  renewal  of  commotions  at  Avis:- 
non,  it  was  proposed  that  the  whole  Venaissin  should  be  re-an- 
nexed to  the  Gallic  realm  ;  and,  because  the  measure  was  con- 
venient, it  was  pronounced  to  he  just  and  lawful. 

Louis  seemed  now  to  have  recovered  his  popularity.  He  was 
considered  as  a  constitutional  king,  and  hailed  as  a  friend  to 
his  country.  But  he  was  still  in  a  state  of  anxiety.  He  dread- 
ed the  intrigues  of  the  Jacobins,  and  apprehended  great  danger 
from  their  restless  and  violent  spirit.  He  saw  the  defects  and 
absurdities  of  the  constitution,  and  did  not  expect  to  be  allowed 
freely  to  exercise  the  power  which  it  assigned  to  him. 
^  „        He  again  attended  the  assembly,  to  witness  its  dis- 

P  *  *  solution.  "  Return  to  your  families,"  he  then  said, 
"  and  tell  your  fellow-citizens,  that  I  have  no  interest  but  that 
©f  the  nation  ;  that  I  will  exert  all  the  powers  with  which  I  am 
intrusted  to  give  full  efficacy  to  the  new  system,  and  will  prove, 
in  every  thing,  that  I  can  rejoice  only  when  my  people  are 
happy.'' 

Although  the  constitution  thus  ordained  did  not  promise  to  be 
permanent,  some  notice  must  be  taken  of  its  chief  contents,  and 
some  remarks  are  due  to  the  importance  of  the  subject.  A  de- 
claration of  rights  formed  the  first  article  :  these  were  declared 
to  be  liberty,  property,  security,  and  resistance  to  oppression. 
After  an  exemplification  of  these  rights,  as  modified  by  a  regard 
to  social  order,  fundamental  regulations  were  enacted,  import- 
ing that  all  persons  who  had  virtue  and  talents  were  admissible 
to  public  employments ;  that  all  taxes  should  be  fairly  divided 
among  the  citizens,  in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  paying  them; 
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that  the  same  crimes  should  be  punished  in  the  same  manner, 
by  whatever  mdividuals  they  were  committed  ;  that  every  one 
might  freelv  speak,  write,  and  publish  his  thoughts,  and  might 
exercise  that  religious  worship  to  which  he  was  attached ;  that 
citizens  might  elect  ministers  of  their  own  persuasion  ;  and  that 
a  plan  of  public  instruction,  partly  gratuitous,  should  be  orga- 
nised. The  general  freedom,  it  was  added,  was  not  to  pre- 
clude punishment  for  acts  invasive  of  the  rights  of  others,  or 
injurious  to  the  public  safety. 

Each  community  of  French  citizens,  in  towns  and  the  neigh- 
bouring districts,  might  make  choice  of  municipal  officers,  for 
the  management  of  public  concerns.  The  quality  of  a  citizen 
might  be  lost  by  legal  penalties  which  involved  degradation,  by 
a  sentence  (jf  contumacy,  by  naturalization  in  a  different  coun- 
try, or  bv  an  association  with  foreign  orders  of  chivalry,  nobi- 
lity, or  religion.  Marriage  was  pronounced  to  be  solely  a  civil 
contract. 

The  sovereignty  was  acknowledged  to  reside  in  the  people  : 
but,  as  thev  could  only  exercise  their  powers  by  delegation,  they 
were  to  be  represented  by  an  assembly,  consisting  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  individuals,  freely  chosen  for  two  years.  In 
the  election  of  a  third  part  of  the  number,  the  proportion  of  ter- 
ritoy  was  to  be  followed  ;  with  regard  to  another  third,  popula- 
tion was  to  be  the  criterion  :  and  the  rest  were  to  be  chosen  ac- 
cording to  the  direct  contribution  to  the  exigencies  of  the  state. 
Primary  assemblies,  composed  of  active  citizens  (who  had  com- 
pleted twenty- five  years  of  age,  ])aid  taxes,  were  not  in  a  servile 
station,  and  were  in  the  list  of  the  national  guard),  were  to  no- 
minate one  elector  for  every  hundred  of  those  who  did  or  might 
attend  the  meeting.  The  electors  were  to  be  far  superior,  in 
point  of  property,  to  the  ordinary  citizens  ;  and  they  were  to 
choose  representatives  from  the  active  citizens  of  the  department 
to  which  they  belonged.  Ministers  of  state,  and  all  public  offi- 
cers, were  to  be  excluded  from  the  national  assembly.  The 
members  were  required  to  pronounce,  in  a  body,  an  oath  inti- 
mating that  they  vvould  live  free  or  die,  and,  individually,  to 
swear  fidelity  to  the  new  constitution,  to  the  nation,  the  law. 
and  the  king.  Inviolability  was  so  far  annexed  to  the  character 
of  a  representative,  that  he  was  not  to  be  examined,  accused, 
or  judged,  at  any  lime,  for  what  he  had  said,  written,  or  done, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  functions.  For  a  crime  he  might  be 
seized  in  the  act,  or  arrested  by  order;  but  immediate  notice 
was  to  be  given  to  the  legislative  body,  which  vvould  be  allowed 
to  decide  whetSier  a  sufficient  ground  of  accusation  existed. 

As  the  sovereignty  be'cjnging  to  the  nation  was  declared  to  be 
one  and  indivisible,  so  was  the  royalty  :  but,  while  the  fortner 
was  inalienable  and  imprescriptible,  the  latter  might  be  forfeited 
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or  lost  in  vajious  ways ;  namely  by  not  taking  the  constitutional 
oalli  within  a  month  alter  a  request  from  the  le,^islature,  or 
by  rctraciini^:  it, — by  acting  with  an  army  against  the  nation, 
or  not  opposing  hostile  measures  taken  in  the  royal  name, — or 
bv  not  returning  within  two  months  after  leaving  France.  The 
person  of  the  king  was  pronounced  sacred  and  inviolable  :  he 
could  only  be  tried  for  acts  posterior  to  abdication.  He  was  to 
enjoy  the  supreme  executive  power,  promulgate  the  la\\s,  ap- 
point ministers,  command  the  army  and  navy  (without  naming 
all  the  officers  in  those  departments),  and  superintend  all  the 
administrative  bodies  of  the  realm.  He  might  propose  war,  but 
not  dechire  or  commence  it  without  the  assent  of  the  legislature; 
and,  whenever  the  assembly  should  desire  peace,  he  was  bound 
to  commence  a  negotiation  for  that  purpose.  He  might  nego- 
tiate ;  but  no  treaty  of  peace,  alliance,  or  commerce,  could  have 
eftect  without  the  ratification  of  the  assembly.  His  refusal  of 
enactment  to  any  decree  of  the  legislati\  e  body  could  only  sus- 
\)endf  not  annul  it.  His  ministers  were  responsible  for  all  the 
acts  or  measures  of  the  cabinet :  no  order  from  the  king  could 
protect  or  indemnify  them  :  but,  to  prosecute  them  criminally, 
a  decree  of  the  assembly  w  as  necessary. 

Justice  was  to  be  gratuitously  administered.  The  people 
vv-ere  to  appoint  the  judges  and  public  accusers  ;  and  trial  by 
jury  was  allowed.  No  person  could  be  apprehended  or  de- 
tained, without  an  order  from  some  tribunal,  the  officers  of  po- 
lice, or  the  legislature.  Examination  was  to  follow  arrest  with- 
in twenty-four  hours  :  and,  if  no  grounds  of  suspicion  should 
be  apparent,  the  individual  was  to  be  restored  to  liberty. 

As  all  human  institutions  occasionally  require  alteration  and 
reform,  it  was  ordained,  that,  when  three  successive  legislative 
bodies  should  have  concurred  in  wishing  for  the  change  of  any 
constitutional  article,  a  fourth  legislat-ire,  consisting  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  members  added  to  the  ordinary  number, 
should  be  authorised  to  perform  the  task  of  revision  and  im- 
provement ;  and,  that  as  soon  as  the  object  in  question  should 
be  completed,  the  supernumerary  deputies  should  resign  their 
seats. 

This  fabric  of  power  was  ill-cemented  and  unsound.  It  was 
denominated  a  monarchy;  but  it  contained  so  strong  a  mixture 
of  democracy,  that  the  former  term  was  inapplicaiile  to  the  sys- 
tem. It  rendered  the  king  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  a 
domineering  assembly  :  his  prerogative  was  inefficient,  and  his 
authority  inadequate  even  to  the  preservation  of  order  and  tran- 
quillity. A  vetOj  to  be  useful,  ought  to  l?e  absolute  ;  for  a  tern- 
porary  prohibition  of  enactment  cannot  command  respect,  ex- 
cept from  a  well-constituted  assembly.  I  am  aware  that  the 
-suspensive  veto  has  been  applauded  by  the  vanity  of  its  propo- 
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set^^  as  a  happy  effort  of  political  sagacity,  calculated  to  give 
time  for  the  zeal  of  a  popular  assembly  to  subside  into  mode- 
ration :  but  I  am  rather  disposed  to  consider  it  as  a  feeble  tie, 
invidious  without  being  authoritative,  seemingly  arbitrary 
without  the  energ-y  of  perseverance. 

The  constitution  had  a  multiplicity  of  parts;  but  they  did  not 
form  a  regular  chain ;  they  did  not  smoothly  slide  into  each 
other.  The  theory  could  not  easily  be  reduced  to  practice. 
Indeed,  if  the  code  had  been  truly  excellent,  and  much  more 
practicable  than  it  was,  the  exorbitancy  of  Jacobinical  ambi- 
tion, and  the  anarchical  licentiousness  of  faction,  would  not  long 
have  suffered  it  to  be  operative  and  efficacious. 

26  M.  Necker. 
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History  of  France^  continued  to  the  Trial  and  Death  of  Louis 
XV I.^  and  the  Commencement  of  the  f Far  with  Great  Britain 
and  Holland. 

THE  progress  of  the  constitution,  and  the  eventful  scenCvS 
which  occurred  while  it  was  yet  unfinished,  gave  the  French 
ample  time  to  reflect  on  the  nature  and  tendency  of  their  revo- 
lution. The  royalists  for  obvious  reasons,  could  not  view  it 
with  satisfaction:  the  nobility  were  not  pleased  at  being  reduced 
to  a  level  with  the  mass  of  the  people ;  and  the  clergy  com- 
plained of  the  diminution  of  their  privileges  and  revenues; 
while  the  nation  in  general  still  hoped  and  expected  to  derive 
benefit  from  the  change. 

When  the  newly-elected  assembly  commenced  its  career, 
three  parties  were  distinctly  obser\  able  among  the  mem-  ^  . 
bers — the  friends  of  the  ntw  constitution  (including  the 
Feuillans)  the  independents,  and  the  violent  faction,  which  con- 
sisted of  Jacobins  and  Cordeliers.  Dumas,  Dimiolard,  and  Gi- 
rardin,  headed  the  first  party  :  La  Croix  was  the  chief  director 
of  the  second  :  Brissot  (for  Robespierre  was  not  among  the  de- 
puties) had  the  principal  influence  over  the  thirds 

The  constitutional  code,  being  presented  in  form  to  the  new 
legislature,  was  hailed  as  the  pledge  of  peace  and  union.  Ce- 
rutti  then  moved,  that  thanks  should  be  voted  to  the  constituent 

1  Histoire  du  dernier  Regne  de  la  Monarchic  Francoise,  chap.  2, 
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assembly  for  having  saved  and  regenerated  the  French  empire, 
for  having  destroyed,  by  the  labours  of  three  years,  the  abuses 
of  fourteen  centuries,  and  paved  the  way  for  ages  of  happiness. 
The  motion  was  applauded,  and  readily  sanctioned;  and  a  mere 
doubt  expressed  by  Chabot,  whether  the  constitution  was  the 
most  perfect  of  all  works,  prod:iced  general  murmurs.  This 
was  literally  a  modest  hint  from  on^  who  was  considered  as  a 
man  of  extraordinary  impudence^ :  but  it  was  deemed  a  profa- 
nation of  the  gospel  of  the  constitution. 

In  a  judicious  speech  from  the  king,  proper  objects  were  re- 
commended to  the  attention  of  die  deputies.  He  requested  them 
to  facilitate  the  operations  of  government,  strengthen  the  army 
and  navy,  establish  public  credit,  improve  the  civil  laws,  render 
the  attainment  of  justice  more  prompt  and  easy,  and  frame  a 
system  of  national  education.  To  this  advice  litde  attention 
was  paid.  The  assembly  evinced  a  deficiency  of  wisdom  and  of 
patriotism;  frequently  discussed  trifles  and  decreed  absurdities  ; 
enacted  unjust  laws  ;  connived  at  the  licentiousness  and  bruta- 
lity of  the  rabble  :  insulted  and  degraded  the  king  ;  and  encou- 
raged factious  anarchy. 

An  early  attack  was  made  upon  the  emigrants,  many  of  whom 
were  embodied  in  Germany.  Their  supposed  views  of  hostility 
were  mentioned  with  indignation  in  the  assembly  ;  and  it  was 
^  ^  Q  decreed  that,  if  they  should  remain  in  a  body,  and  not 
'return  into  France  before  the  first  day  of  the  next  year, 
they  should  be  punished  with  death  wherever  they  might  be 
found^.  This  infom.ous  law  originated  with  Brissot's  party ; 
and  a  decree  for  the  punishment  of  all  priests  who  refused  to 
take  the  civic  oath,  or  who  excited  disturbances,  arose  from  the 
intolerant  spirit  of  the  same  faction.  From  these  ordinances 
Louis  withheld  his  sanction  ;  and  his  refusal  did  not,  at  first, 
seem  to  give  serious  disgust. 

The  preparations  of  the  emigrants  continued  to  be  productive 
of  warm  debates,  and  formed  the  chief  feature  of  a  manifesto 
written  by  Condorcet,  and  adopted  by  the  assembly.  In  this 
Y.  OQ  composition  plausible  professions  of  general  modera- 
tion were  mingled  with  vindictive  denunciationsagainst 
the  rebels  who  menaced  their  native  country  with  sanguinary 
convulsions.  The  hostile  views  imputed  to  the  emperor  were 
also  a  subject  of  animated  discussion.  Some  vassals  of  the  em- 
pire having  complained,  that  their  feudal  rights  in  Alsace  and 
Lorrain  had  been  invaded  by  the  constituent  assembly,  Leopold 
promised  to  assert  their  claims;  and,  not  approving  the  indem- 
nification oft'ered  by  Louis,  he  demanded  a  re-establishment  of 

'2  Till  fx-  Capncin  (RnysNcckcr)  d'lmc  rare  im/mdence. 
.1  De  l;i  Uc^voliiiioii  Fnuicoisc,  par  Nt-cker,  tome  ii.  sect.  4. 
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those  possessions  on  the  footing  prescribed  by  treaties.  He  also 
intimated  a  desire  that  the  elector  of  Treves  mi^ht  not  be  at- 
tacked, as  that  prince  had  engai^ed  to  put  a  stop  to  the  assem- 
bling of  emigrants  in  his  dominions.  In  communic:uing  the 
imperial  despatches  to  the  legislative  body,  the  king  declared, 
that,  if  the  elector  should  not  fully  perform  his  ])romi!5e,  he 
would  have  recourse  to  arms.  M.  de  Narbonne,  the  minister 
of  war,  was  sent  to  the  frontiers  to  examine  the  state  of  the 
army  and  fortified  towns.  He  made  a  favourable 
report,  and  assured  the  assembly  tha:  the  French  '  '  '  '  *" 
were  well  prepared  to  resist  aggression. 

The  ambition  of  Brissot  urged  him  to  depress  and  humble  the 
king,  that,  by  his  influence  over  the  assembly,  he  might  himself, 
in  a  great  measure,  act  the  part  of  a  sovereign.  He  was  a  man 
of  low  birth,  but  not  ill  educated.  He  had  served  as  an  attor^ 
ney's  clerk :  he  afterwards  became  a  journalist,  and  was  admit- 
ted into  the  household  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  by  whose  interest 
he  was  chosen  a  representative  of  Paris.  He  had  already 
evinced  an  inclination  for  a  republican  government;  and,  by 
promoting  a  war  with  Austria,  he  hoped  to  embarrass  and  con- 
found the  court,  as  it  would  be  easy  to  find  opportunities  of  ca- 
lumniating a  prince  who  would  be  the  ostensible  director  of  hos- 
tilities which  in  his  heart  he  disapproved.  He  was  supported 
in  his  views  by  the  most  eloquent  members  of  the  assembly;  but, 
in  the  Jacobin  club,  Robespierre  opposed  him  on  this  subject, 
alleging  that  the  court  would,  in  case  of  war,  betray  the  na- 
tion, and  that  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  wait  until  the  people 
had  fully  established  their  rights,  and  secured  their  interest  in 
the  government. 

By  the  intrigues  of  Brissot,  an  address  was  procured  from 
the  assembly,  desiring  Louis  to  remonstrate  with  the  emperor 
upon  his  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  concluded  with 
France  in  the  year  1756,  and  demand  an  explicit  answer  to  the 
question,  whether  he  intended  to  live  in  peace  and  amity  with 
the  French  nation.  In  reply  to  the  king's  remonstrances,  Leo- 
pold declared  that  he  had  no  intention  of  assisting  the  elector  of 
Treves,  unless  the  French  should  attack  that  prince,  even  after 
he  had  dismissed  the  emigrants,  or  restrained  them  from  assem- 
bling ;  and  that  the  concert  of  princes  had  now  in  a  great  mea- 
sure ceased,  as  the  French  monarch  seemed  to  be  no  longer  in 
captivity  ;  but  that  it  was  still  expedient  to  guard  against  the 
artifices  of  a  violent  faction,  which,  establishing  a  state  within 
a  state,  and  founding  its  illegal  ascendency  on  troubles  and 
confusion,  had  no  other  means  of  supporting  itself  amidst  the 
embarrassments  and  commotions  in  which  it  had  involved  the 
nation,  than  the  excitation  of  still  more  serious  disturbances, 
calculated  to  forward  its  schemes  for  the  subversion  of  the  mo- 
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narch}'.  These  intellii^ible  hints  inflamed  the  wrath  of  the  Ja- 
co' 'ins,  who  loudly  called  fVir  a  speedy  war^. 

M.  De-Lessart,  who  had  been  appointed  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  on  the  resignation  of  Montmorin,  had  endeavoured  (as 
we  are  informed  by  M.  Bertrand  de  M»)leville,  then  minister  of 
the  marine)  to  draw  Brissot  and  some  of  his  friends  into  the 
court  party  by  pecuniary  offers  :  but  the  pay  which  they  de- 
manded being  deemed  too  high  by  De  Lessart,  the  negotiation 
failed  ;  and  he  became  the  object  of  peculiar  animosity.  The 
court  seemed  less  eager  to  form  an  association  with  M.  d'Or- 
leans,  v\ho  had  made  overtures  for  that  purpose;  but,  if  he  had 
been  fully  determined  on  a  reconciliation,  it  might  have  been 
easily  adjusted. 

On  pretence  of  his  being  too  pacific  for  the  honor  of  France, 
and  of  his  having  betrayed  the  interest  of  his  country,  De-Les- 
sart was  impeached  and  imprisoned.     Molevilie  resigned  his 

M,^    office,  after  he  had  ablv  defended  himself  against  Ja- 
ar.  10.       I  •  •     I  J  •  .•     -^   XT    u  J-      •       II 

cobinical  denunciation.    Narbonne  was  dismissed  by 

the  king,  for  courting  the  party  of  Brissot,  though  it  does  not 
appear  that  his  motives  were  disloyal.  The  other  ministers  at 
the  same  time  retired  ;  and  the  cabinet  was  filled  with  the  asso- 
ciates or  the  friends  of  Brissot. 

Dumouriez,  who  was  a  man  of  talents,  and  a  moderate  (not 
an  anarchical)  Jacobin,  now  became  minister  for  the  foreign  de- 
partment. De-Grave,  a  young  and  inexperienced  man,  suc- 
ceeded Narbonne:  to  La-Coste  was  committed  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  navy:  Duranthon  and  Claviere  were  the  new  minis- 
ters of  justice  and  finance;  and  Roland,  an  old  man  who  enjoyed 
a  greater  reputation  fc^r  integrity  and  virtue  than  he  deserved, 
was  gratified  with  the  administration  of  the  interior.  The  last- 
named  politician  \\  as  governed  by  his  wife,  a  bold  revolutionist, 
who  studiously  propagated  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  the  king, 
encouraged  u  ild  speculations  and  disorganising  schemes,  and 
made  her  house  the  rendezvous  of  faction. 

Dumouriez  had  n(;t  long  been  in  power,  when  such  instruc- 
tions were  sent  to  M.  de  Noailles,  the  French  ambassador  at 
Vienna,  as  tended  to  precipitate  a  war.  Complaint  was  made 
of  Leopold's  military  preparations,  which  were  not  discontinued 
by  his  successor  Francis ;  and  this  prince  was  desired  to  annul 
all  treaties  or  conventions  derogatory  from  the  honor,  interest, 
or  safety  of  France,  and  not  reinforce  his  troops,  or  assemble 
them  on  his  frontiers.  No  satisfactory  answer  being  given, 
Louis  was  advised  by  his  ministers  to  propose  to  the  assembly 
a  declaration  of  war  against  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia. 
A  1  on  I*  ^^'^s  voted  with  little  deliberation  ;  and  the  decree 
"*  ^         *  intimated,  that  the  French  were  compelled  to  take 

4  Coxc's  History  oi  Uie  House  of  Austria. 
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arms  by  the  counter-revolutionary  proceedings  and  unequivo- 
cally  hostile  views  of  the  young  monarch*. 

The  Feuillans  did  not  venture  to  oppose  the  v/ar  in  the  as- 
sembly :  but  they  took  other  opportunities  of  condemning  it  as 
rash  and  unnecessary,  and  also  unconstitutional,  because  it  was 
not  merely  defensive.  On  these  grounds,  some  general  officers 
of  that  party  resigned  their  commissions  :  but  la  Fayette,  hav- 
ingacquired  the  regard  of  the  soldiery,  and  being  fond  of  power, 
was  unwilling  to  relinquish  his  command.  The  marechal  de 
Rochambeau  likewise  consented  to  act,  although  he  disapproved 
the  war.  The  former  wished  to  enjoy  the  chief  command;  but 
Dumouriez  did  not  consider  him,  from  his  character  or  talents, 
as  entitled  to  that  distinction.  He  obtaine  I  it  in  effect,  how- 
ever, on  the  indisposition  of  the  mareschal*.  L;j  Fayette  was  di- 
rected by  the  minister  of  war  (or  rather  by  Dumouriez,  who 
made  a  cypher  of  M.  de-Grave,)  to  commence  the  campaign 
with  an  attempt  upon  Namur,  while  lieutenant-general  Biron, 
with  a  smaller  force,  was  to  attack  Mons.  When  this  officer 
approached  the  heights  near  that  city,  two  regiments  »  .. 
of  dragoons  suddenly  began  to  retreat,  exclaiining  ^ 
that  they  were  betrayed  ;  and  the  disordered  infantry  joined  in 
the  flight.  Some  of  them  even  fired  at  the  officers  who  endea- 
voured to  rally  them.  Pursued  by  five  hundred  Austrian  ckas' 
seurs,  they  hastened  to  Valenciennes,  and  gave  a  loose  to  that 
spirit  of  mutiny  which  arose  from  the  calumnious  insinuations 
of  the  anarchists.  Dillon,  who  had  previously  marched  from 
Lisle,  was  more  unfortunate  than  B'ron  ;  for  his  troops,  after  a 
disgraceful  flight,  murdered  him  and  one  of  his  officers,  and 
perpetrated  other  enormities^. 

La  Fayette,  instead  of  reducing  Namur,  remained  for  some 
weeks  unemployed;  and,  u  hen  his  troops  began  to  act,  M.  Gou- 
vion  was  surprised  near  Philippeville.  The  same  officer  was  a 
second  time  attacked  with  loss ;  but,  in  a  different  part  of  the 
Netherlands,  marshal  Luckner  made  some  progress.  The  towns 
which  he  reduced,  however,  were  not  retained  ;  for,  after  gene- 
ral Jarry  had  burned  the  suburbs  of  Couriray,  the  French  re- 
tired within  their  own  frontiers. 

The  minister  of  war  who  succeeded  M.  de  Grave  was  Servan, 
an  intelligent  but  factious  man.  He  was  influenced  by  Madame 
Roland  to  oppose  Dumouriez;  with  whom  her  husband  and  Cla- 
viere  were  disgusted  for  his  ascendancy  in  the  cabinet.  He  pro- 
posed to  the  assembly  that  an  encampment  of  twentv  thousand 
men  should  be  formed  near  Paris.     The  Feuillans  resisted  the 

5  Appendix  to  thp  Annual  Register,  vol.  xxxiv. 

6  La  vie  <)i'  M.  Dumouriez   livie  iv.chap.  2,  3, 

7  Vie  <Je  M.  Dumourkz,  livre  iv.  chap.  i. 
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motion  ;  but,  as  the  independents  joined  the  jacobins  in  its  sup- 
port, it  uas  adopted  by  the  majority.  The  king  declared  his 
disai)probation  of  this  scheme,  and  of  an  ordinance  for  the  trans- 
portation or  imprisonment  of  ecclesiastical  non-jurors.  Roland 
importuned  him  on  these  unpleasing  subjects,  and  also  insulted 
him  in  an  acrimonious  letter,  which, although  that  minister  pro- 
mised to  keep  it  secret,  was  published  with  views  of  seditious 
irritation.  Louis  had  been  recently  offended  by  a  dismissal  of 
his  guards  ;  and  he  declared  that  he  could  no  longer  submit  to 
the  insolence  of  the  three  factious  ministers,  whom  he  therefore 
discarded  with  indignation.  Dumouriez  v\as  requested  to  name 
,  ^    successors  ;  but  he  urged  the  king,  at  the  same  time, 

"^  *  to  sanction  the  two  decrees,  as  his  refusal  would  give 
the  jacobins  a  pretence  for  inveighing  against  him  \\  ith  increased 
asperity.  As  Louis  was  firm  in  his  opposition  to  one  decree, 
because  it  threatened  to  enslave  him,  and  to  the  other,  because 
it  tended  to  the  ruin  of  conscientious  men,  Dumouriez  resign- 
ed his  office  in  disgust.  He  was  now  courted  by  the  Feuillans 
to  join  them  ;  but  he  rejected  the  overture  with  disdain^ 

Incensed  at  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  and  the  assembly.  La 
Fayette  sent  a  letter  from  his  camp,  imputing  all  the  disorders 
of  France  to  the  arts  and  malignity  of  the  jacobins,  and  exhort- 
ing the  national  representatives  to  shake  off  the  disgraceful  yoke 
of  that  vile  faction,  restore  the  energy  of  law,  and  save  their 
country  and  their  king*.  The  majority  of  the  deputies  applaud- 
ed the  epistle  :  but  the  gloomy  hall  of  the  Jacobin  club  resound- 
ed with  clamor  and  invective  against  the  bold  denunciator  of 
incendiary  guilt. 

The  dismission  of  the  three  friends  of  Brissot,  and  the  attack 
upon  the  factious  leaders,  accelerated  the  explosion  of  an  insur- 
rective  conspiracy.  Danton,  who,  during  a  former  administra- 
tion, had  received  occasional  bribes  for  favoring  the  court  in  the 
debates  of  the  clubs,  concurred  with  Chabot  and  Santerre  in 
stimulating  the  rabble  of  the  suburbs  to  such  acts  of  sedition  as 
might  either  intimidate  the  king  and  his  new  ministers  into 
humble  acquiescence,  or  provoke  a  resistance  which  might  be 
misconstrued  into  tyrannical  hostility.     Brissot  was  an  abettor 

8  Del!)  devolution  Francoisc,  par  Nccker,  tome  ii.— Dumomicz. 

9  Mr  Ad-'lphus,  in  his  IJiogiaphical  Memoirs  of  tlie  French  Revolution,  affirms,  that  the 
indiiinalinii  of  La  Fayette  was  "directed  rathei  stgainst  the  person,  than  the  principles  of  the 
•lacobninUrs,"  and  that  "  he  wasas^ain  ready  to  have  nssuimd  the  lead  of  a  factious  popu- 
lace." Thi-sc  observations  require  a  comment,  as  the  writer  is  a  man  of  mi  rit  and  ri.puta- 
tinn.  He  confounds  oiii-  of  the  primary  actors  in  the  revolution, — one  whose  intentions  ap- 
pear  to  have  be<  n  n|)nght,  however  he  may  have  occasionally  erred, — with  vili  conspirators 
and  sanguinary  .marthi'sts  Hnl  La  Fayette,  like  Mr.  Fox,  had  riared  to  sp.ak  of  the  sacred 
dutij  ofiiiswi-tctioii;  and  such  a  remark,  although  it  was  confined  to  cases  of  flagiani  oppres. 
sion'  and  lyrann)  ,  can  never  be  pardoned  by  courll>  writers.  If  the  discrimination  of  this  au- 
thor hail  been  unclouded  by  prejudice,  he  would  have  perceived  a  wide  difference  between 
La  Fayette  and  Brissot,  and  a  still  greater  dissiiuularity  betwe«Q  the  formei-  and  Robes- 
pierre. 
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of  the  scheme.  He  was  hurried  by  ambition  into  violations  of 
public  tranquilly  and  of  social  order,  without  reflecting  that  he 
afifirded  a  precedent  for  future  insurrections,  by  which  his  own 
pou  er  and  security  mi_s;ht  be  endangered.  He  taught  the  peo- 
ple to  believe  that  the  king  was  guided  by  an  Austrian  commit- 
tee, and  that  the  most  nefarious  plots  were  in  agitation  among 
the  royalists,  who  ought,  therefore,  to  be  crushed  by  the  power 
of  the  patriots. 

A  multitude  of  armed  men,  appeared  with  a  petition  against 
the  king,  were  suffered  to  pass  in  array  through  the  hall  of  the 
assembly.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  palace,  un-  t  ^p. 
restrained  by  rethion,  the  mayor,  who  was  satisnea 
with  assurances  that  property  would  be  respected.  Lajarre,  the 
minister  of  war,  as  soon  as  the  ruffians  had  forced  their  way 
into  the  apartments,  placed  a  party  of  grenadiers  about  the 
royal  person,  which  was  menaced  with  sanguinary  violence. 
Louis  faced  the  storm  with  unusual  spirit.  Unmoved  by  re- 
proaches and  insults,  he  declared  that  he  would  observe  the  con- 
stitution, which  justified  him  in  the  use  of  a  suspensive  veto.  No 
fear  of  personal  injury,  he  said,  should  induce  him  to  violate  his 
conscience,  or  agree  to  what  he  considered  as  injurious  to  the 
national  interest.  Elizabeth,  his  affectionate  sister,  stood  by  his 
side,  manifesting  equal  fortitude.  The  queen  and  her  children 
were  in  another  apartment,  exposed  to  the  insolence  of  San- 
terre.  At  length  Pethion  arrived,  and  desired  the  citizens  to 
quit  the  palace,  not  w  ithout  praising  their  intentions  and  their 
conduct'®. 

The  king's  behaviour  on  this  occasion  elevated  his  charactet 
in  the  opinion  of  all  unprejudiced  men  ;  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  violent  party  were  severely  arraigned.  The  friends  of  the 
constitution  more  eagerly  promoted  his  cause.  La  Fayette, 
leaving  the  camp,  repaired  to  the  metropolis,  and,  in  the  name 
of  the  soldiery,  requested  the  assembly  to  punish  the  authors  of 
the  late  disgraceful  tumults.  But  his  address  was  ineffectual ; 
and  his  private  offers  of  service  to  the  royal  family  whose  escape 
from  Paris  to  the  army  he  hoped  to  facilitate,  were  coolly  re- 
ceived. 

Violent  schemes  were  still  entertained  by  the  Jacobins  and  the 
Cordeliers ;  and  their  views  were  promoted  by  the  alarm  of 
Prussian  hostilities.  Frederic  William,  having  engaged  to  co- 
operate with  Francis,  had  levied  a  great  army,  of  which  the 
duke  of  Brunswick  assumed  the  command.  The  union  of  these 
despots  enraged  the  French;  and  the  duke's  manifesto  excited 
the  strongest  reprobation.  In  this  arbitrary  proclama-  t  i  or 
tion  the  troops  and  the  people  were  peremptorily  de- 
sired to  return  to  their  former  habits  of  loyalty  and  submission, 

10  Necker,  tome  ii. 
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and  all  the  representatives  of  the  ni\tion,  members  of  the  depart- 
ment, di'itrict  and  municipality  of  Paris,  and  the  national  j^uard, 
were  threatened  with  death,  if  the  kin^  should  not  be  imme- 
diately and  fully  restored  to  power  ;  and  the  dreadful  excesses 
of  military  outrage  were  denounced  aajainst  the  whole  city.  In 
an  aflditional  declaration,  all  towns  and  places,  through  which 
the  inhabitants  should  suffer  the  king,  or  any  individual  of  the 
royal  famih ,  to  be  carried  off  by  their  enemies,  were  likew  ise 
menaced  with  military  execution.  Such  wild  threats,  and  such 
domineering  arrogance,  were  ridiculed  by  the  violent  party, 
while  moderate  and  well-disposed  citizens  were  grieved  to  find 
that  the  duke  was  on  this  occasion  deserted  by  his  usual  good 
sense. 
.         -        The  emperor  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  a  new 
■  "^'    *  manifesto,  panegyrised  the  patriotic  conduct  of  Louis, 
reprobated  the  continued  injustice  of  the  constituent  and  legis- 
lative assemblies,  and  lamented  the  enormities  which  had  ren- 
dered France  a  scene  of  terror  and  confusion.     They  declared 
that  the  revolution  was  unjust  and   illegal  in  its  principle,  hor- 
rible in  its  means,  and  calarnitous  in  its  effects ;  that  it  was  the 
work  of  a  faction,  not  of  the  nation  :  that  its  leaders  had  syste- 
matically invaded  the  rights  of  foreign  princes  :  and  that  their 
doctrines,  and  their  acts,  threatened  to  convulse  the  civilized 
world,  and  dissolve  all  political  society.     For  these  reasons, 
the  allies  were  fully  determined  to  exert  the  most  vigorous  ef- 
forts forjthe  restoration  of  order  and  security  in  France,  to  pun- 
ish severely  all  resistance  to  their  arms,  and  to  give  up  Paris 
to  the  inflictions  of  terrible  justice,  if  the  least  outrage  or  insult 
should  be  offered  to  the  king  or  his  family. 
.         „        A  declaration  was  also  issued  by  the  emigrant  bro- 
^*    '  thers  and  relatives  of  Louis,  inveighing  against  the 
revolution,  and  ordering,  in  the  name  of  the  captive  king,  an 
immediate  submission  of  the  people  to  his  lawful  authority. 

The  disloyal  party,  far  from  being  inclined  to  acquiesce  in 
the  return  of  Louis  to  a  plenitude  of  royal  power,  prepared  for 
the  extinction  of  his  sway.  Bodies  of  Marseillois  and  other 
provincials,  who  had  arrived  in  Paris  to  commemorate  the  re- 
volution, were  detained  by  Brissot  and  Danton,  for  the  execu- 
tion of  a  scheme  calculated  for  the  abolition  of  royalty. 

The  plan  was  formed  w  ith  deliberate  atrocity.  The  troops 
of  the  Parisian  faiuvboiirgs^  and  their  provincial  confederates, 
were  organised  and  prepared  for  action  ;  and  so  far  were  the 
conspirators  from  affecting  secresy,  that  the  arrangements  were 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  distant  departments  i^or  some  days 
before  the  dreadful  explosion.  Pethion  intimated  to  the  national 
assembly,  that  the  alarm-bell  would  sound  at  midnight;  and  he 
expressed  an  apprehension  of  his  inability  of  repressing  the 
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commotions  which  were  expected  to  arise.  He,  indeed,  did  not 
wish  to  prevent  the  meditated  insurrection  ;  for  he  was  closely 
connected  with  the  conspiring  incendiaries". 

Preparations  for  defence  u  here  not  wholly  neglected  by  the 
court.  The  Swiss  guards,  amounting  to  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  were  reviewed  by  M.  Maillardor,  who  acted  as  command- 
ant in  lieu  of  M.  d'Affry  ;  sixteen  battalions  of  native  troops 
were  sent  by  M.  Mandat  to  the  Thuilleries,  with  orders  to  repel 
every  act  of  aggression.  A  great  number  of  gentlemen  also  re- 
solved to  defend  their  sovereign  against  the  intended  attack. 

At  the  sound  of  the  tocsin,  in  irregular  meetings  of  the  sec- 
tions a  new  revolutionary  municipality  was  formed  under  the 
eye  of  Danton.  Mandat  who  was  not  aware  of  this  ?nanoeiwre, 
obeyed  an  order  for  his  appearance,  and  was  murder-  .  ,^ 
ed  near  the  town-hall,  in  consequence  of  a  signal  from  ""  °' 
Huguenin,  president  of  the  commune.  Santerre  was  appointed 
to  succeed  Mandat  as  commander  of  the  national  guard;  but  he 
was  not  actively  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  plot.  Pethion 
had  attended  the  king  at  the  palace,  and  surveyed  with  a  treach- 
erous eye  the  disposition  for  defence  ;  and  then  presenting  him- 
self before  the  assembly,  made  a  report  of  the  disordered  state 
of  Paris. 

After  a  sleepless  night,  Louis  reviewed  the  troops  in  the 
courts  of  the  palace,  and  consented  that  the  assembled  gentle- 
men should  co-operate  in  his  defence,  under  the  orders  of  the 
mareschal  de  Mailly.  In  a  consultation  with  his  ministers,  he 
was  advised  by  Roederer,  who  attended  him  in  the  name  of  the 
department,  to  seek  protection  among  the  national  representa- 
tives, as  otherwise  he  and  his  family  might  be  in  extreme  dan- 
ger. The  queen,  concluding  that  this  advice  was  intended  to 
facilitate  and  promote  the  success  of  her  assailants,  declared  that 
she  would  rather  be  nailed  to  the  walls  of  the  castle  than  leave 
it :  but,  relaxing  in  her  firmness,  she  agreed  to  accompany  the 
king  to  the  riding-house,  opposite  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries, 
where  the  deputies  were  assembled'^ 

The  departure  of  the  royal  family  was  the  signal  for  insubor- 
dination at  the  palace.  The  spirit  of  defence  seemed  to  be  pa- 
ralysed. The  national  guard  thought  more  of  escape  than  of 
resistance ;  and  even  the  Swiss  gave  way  to  disorder  and  confu- 
sion. But  the  loyalty  of  the  latter  soon  revived :  they  assumed 
a  firm  countenance,  and  prepared  to  resist  the  Marseillois,  who, 
supported  by  six  pieces  of  artillery,  advanced  to  the  front  of 
the  castle.     Some  blood  had  already  been  shed  ;  for  the  abbe 

11  This  conclusion  may  be  drawn  even  from  his  own  Comte  Rendu. 

12  Hisloire  du  dernier  Rignt- de  la  Monarchie  Franchise,  chai>.  iii. — Journal  de  ce  qui 
s'est  passe  a  lar  Tour  du  Temple,  par  M.  Clery. — Histoire  de  la  Conspiration  du  10  Aout, 
par  M.  de  Sainte-Croix. 

Vol.  V.  Dd 


•210  THE  HISTORY  OF  taut  hi. 

Boiiyon  and  eight  other  royalists  had  been  seized  by  tlie  rabble, 
and  put  to  death  at  the  instigation  of"  the  revolutionary  amazon, 
Theroigne  de  Mericourt. 

A  sfniall  party  first  approached,  and  disarmed  the  most  for- 
ward  of  the  Swiss,  who,  on  the  advance  of  a  numerous  body  of 
insurgents,  were  cruelly  murdered.  M.  de  Castelberg  now  or- 
dered his  countrymen  to  fire  upon  the  disloyal  and  sanguinary 
agressors".  'i'he  discharge  had  an  electrical  effect.  The  ruf- 
fians fled  with  dreadful  yells:  musquets,  pikes,  and  grenadiers, 
ca]-)S,  strewed  the  courts:  and  the  quais,  ramparts,  and  streets, 
were  filled  with  fugitives.  In  another  part,  a  body  of  Swiss 
carried  off  three  pieces  of  cannon,  after  the  loss  of  many  lives 
on  both  sides.  One  troop  of  cavalry,  on  hearing  the  sound  of 
artillery,  commenced  a  disgraceful  flight.  Another  troop,  hav- 
ing  lost  nearly  one-fourth  of  its  number  (while  waiting  for  or- 
ders) by  the  firing  from  the  castle  and  from  the  people,  joined 
the  insurgents. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  assembly, in  which  Vergniaud,  Gaudet, 
and  Gensonne,  successively  presided,  acted  with  an  indecision 
which  argued  a  connivance  in  the  conspiracy.  Twelve  commis- 
sar'es  w  ere,  indeed,  sent  to  tranquillize  the  people;  but  no  mea- 
sures adequate  to  the  exigency  were  adopted.  Hearing  the  po- 
pulace cry  out,  Vive  la  jVafinn,  the  members  rose,  in  a  body, 
and  exclaimed,  Five  la  Liberie  !  Again  rising,  all  swore  that 
they  were  ready  to  die  in  defence  of  freedom  and  equality. 

At  a  time  w  hen  the  Sw  iss  w  ere  on  the  point  of  being  victo- 
rious, an  order  arrived  from  the  king  for  the  cessation  of  the 
conflict.  A  party  under  captain  Turler  now  repaired  to  the  as- 
sembly, and,  after  considerable  loss  during  the  march,  submit- 
ted to  the  disgrace  of  being  disarmed.  A  reinforcement  of  men 
and  cannon  having  reached  the  scene  of  action,  the  Swiss  who 
remained,  and  their  associates,  were  re-attacked  with  fury,  and 
at  length  o\  erwhelmed.  In  their  endeavours  to  escajje,  they 
w  ere  assailed  from  all  quarters :  but  about  a  hundred  and  eighty 
of  the  foreigners,  and  the  majority  of  the  gendemen,  saved  their 
lives  by  dispersion  and  concealment. 

This  conspiracy  may  be  said,  in  a  republican  sense,  to  have 
completed  the  revolution.  Tlic  factious  leaders  had  furnished 
themsehesw'id)  a  pretence  for  affirming,  that  the  kinghad  made 
war  upon  his  people,  and  had  thus  forfeited  all  claim  to  indul- 
gence and  to  a  continuance  of  pow  er.  Vergniaud  now  proposed, 
in  the  name  of  an  extraordinary  committee,  that  a  n;itional  con- 
vention should  be  formed,  and  that  the  "  chief  of  the  executive 
power''  should  be  suspended  from  his  functions,  until  the  new 

13  It  has  been  doubted  whether  the  ■NrniseiHois,  or  the  Swiss,  fired  first ;  but  it  appciirs 
'that  the  latter  did  not  fire  before  five  of  their  comrades  had  been  assassinated. 
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assembly  should  take  such  measures  as  mis^ht  seem  expedient 
for  securinir  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  and  the  reign  of  li- 
berty and  equality.  These  and  other  propositions,  calculated  to 
promote  the  views  of  democracy,  were  readily  adopted.  The 
king  and  his  family  were  detained  as  prisoners,  under  the 
*'  guard  of  the  citizens  of  the  law  ;"  and  the  council-general  of 
the  commune  fixed  upon  the  Temple  for  the  scene  of  their  con- 
finement'^ 

Even  the  limited  degree  of  royalty  which  the  constitution  had 
permitted  to  remain  in  France,  novv  ceased  to  exist.  The  mu- 
nicipality of  Paris  domineered  over  the  state  ;  for  the  assembly 
seemed  to  act  rather  as  the  executive  powder  of  the  commiiney 
than  as  the  representative  body  of  the  nation.  Robespierre  and 
his  myrmidons,  indeed,  now  reigned  triumphant. 

When  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  informed  of  the  victory  obtained 
by  the  Jacobins  over  the  royalists,  he  endeavoured  to  secure  the 
fidelity  of  his  troops  to  the  constitution,  by  exacting  from  them 
a  new  oath  for  its  support.  A  man  of  a  decided  and  energetic 
character  would  have  urged  them  to  adopt  the  resolution  of 
crushing  the  sanguinary  faction  which  domineered  at  Paris:  but 
La  Fayette  was  too  imbecile  for  so  bold  an  attempt.  He  had 
not  sufficient  spirit  or  address  to  check  the  accelerated  course  of 
the  revolution.  He  found  that  men  more  daring  than  himself 
had  seized  the  chief  power,  and  enslaved  the  king.  At  a  time 
when  his  troops  were  inflamed  with  indignation,  he  ought  to 
have  directed  the  risinsr  flame  to  the  extinction  of  the  Jacobin 
society  ;  but  his  efforts  were  weak  and  nugatory.  He  merely 
ordered  the  detention  of  three  commissioners  who  had  been  sent 
to  the  army  to  observe  his  conduct ;  and  then  fled  into  the  Ne- 
therlands where  he  was  treated  as  a  prisoner  by  the  Prussians, 
whose  sovereign  considered  him  as  a  betrayer  of  Louis.  Du- 
mouriez,  who  had  caballed  against  him,  was  appointed  his  suc- 
cessor^*. 

By  the  prevailing  party,  Servan,  Roland,  and  Claviere  were 
restored  to  their  offices ;  the  Cordelier  Danton,  now  a  Jacobin, 
was  declared  minister  of  justice;  and  Le  Brun  was  nominated 
to  the  foreign  department.  A  declaration,  written  by  Condor- 
cet,  was  issued  by  the  assembly,  vindicating  the  suspension  of 
royalty  by  allegations  of  the  treachery  of  Louis. 

The  external  enemies  of  France  approached  the  frontiers  with 
a  firm  countenance.  One  division  formed  the  siege  of  Thion- 
ville :  another  body  invested  and  bombarded  Longuy,  which 
was  quickly  surrendered  by  the  terrified  garrison.  Thionville, 
being  well  defended,  escaped  capture. 

14  Histoire  tlu  dernim-  Regne,  chap.  iii. 

15  Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  f  reach  Revolution,  by  Adolphus,  vol  i. 
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Affairs  u  ere  in  a  critical  state  on  the  surrender  of  Longuy 
and  the  desertion  of  La  Fayette.  Faction  divided  the  army  : 
it  was  weak,  and  ill-provided  with  officers:  the  new  i^eneral  had 
never  enjoyed  a  separate  command,  and  his  zeal  and  his  inten- 
tions were  doubted  ;  and  many  of  the  frontier  towns  were  not 
expected  to  be  lonsj  defended.  A  council  of  war  being  called, 
lieutenant-general  Dillon  proposed  that  the  tnjops  should,  by  a 
rapid  march,  reach  Chalons,  defend  the  passage  of  the  Marne, 
and  vvait  for  reinforcements.  The  other  field-officers  concurred 
w  ith  him,  except  Dumouriez  himself,  who,  in  a  subsequent  con- 
sultation wMth  Thouvenot,  represented  the  forest  of  Argonne  as 
the  best  station  that  could  then  be  occupied.  "  That  post  (said 
he)  may  prove  the  Thermopylze  of  France:  if  I  can  seize  it  be- 
fore the  Prussians  arrive  there,  all  will  go  well.''  Thouvenot 
applauded  the  idea  ;  and  arrangements  were  instantly  made  for 
the  execution  of  the  scheme.  While  Dillon's  division  occupied 
Les  Islettes,  near  the  high  road  leading  to  Paris  from  Verdun, 
the  general  took  a  more  advantageous  position  with  the  main 
body  at  Grande-Pre,  near  the  road  to  Reims.  He  was  now  in- 
formed of  the  surrender  of  Verdun,  and  the  death  of  its  com- 
mandant Beaurepaire,  w  ho  being  compelled  by  the  magistrates 
and  the  people  to  relinquish  defence,  had  committed  an  act  of 
suicide.  Concluding  that  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Brunswick 
would  hasten  their  march  towards  Paris,  and  might  think  it  easy 
to  force  his  station,  he  improved  its  defensibility  by  entrench- 
ments and  inundations,  and  disposed  his  comparatively  small 
force  with  caution  and  judgment'^. 

The  French  out- posts  were  attacked;  but  not  one  was  forced. 
Intelligence  of  these  assaults  having  excited  great  consternation 
in  Paris,  Dumouriez  was  desired,  by  mareschal  Luckner  and 
the  minister  of  war,  to  retreat  behind  the  Marne  ;  and  orders 
were  given  for  assembling  an  army  at  Chalons,  that  the  dreaded 
advance  of  the  enemy  might  be  obstructed.  Entrenchments 
were  formed,  and  various  u  orks  thrown  up,  near  Paris ;  and 
that  the  aristocrats  might  have  no  opportunity  of  exciting  com- 
motions, a  great  number  of  suspected  individuals  were  arrested 
and  imprisoned.  A  nefarious  scheme  was  then  formed,  to  di- 
minish the  number  of  the  supposed  enemies  of  the  new  govern- 
ment. 

The  murder  of  the  prisoners  cannot  be  mentioned  without  in- 
dignation and  horror.  The  minister  o^ justice  concurred  with 
the  execrable  Marat  and  ihe  cool-blooded  tyrant  Robespierre, 
with  Billaud  dc  Varennes,  Manuel  Fabre  d'Eglanlinc,  and  Ca.- 
mille  Des-Moulins,  in  these  acts  of  cowardly  atrocity.  Billaud 
Sent  2  ^^"^  tw  enty  objects  of  suspicion,  on  pretence  of  a  plot 
*  '    *  against  the  patriots,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Germain. 

16  La  Vie  du  General  Dumouriez,  lin-e  v.  6,  7. 
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Four  of  these  individuals  were  saved  by  a  committee  of  one  of 
the  sections  :  the  rest  were  assassinated.  Eighty  other  prison- 
ers were  placed  in  a  hall,  and  most  of  these  were  put  to  death. 
On  the  following  day,  other  victims  were  sacrificed,  so  as  to  ex- 
tend the  amount  at  the  abbey  to  a  hundred  and  thirty-one.  At 
the  Conciergerie,  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  were  murdered; 
at  the  Chatelet,  two  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  in  the  Hotel  de  la 
Force,  a  hundred  and  sixty,  of  whom  one  was  the  widow  of  the 
prince  De  Lamballe.  In  other  houses  of  arrest  at  Paris,  above 
five  hundred  persons,  among  whom  were  two  hundred  and  fifty 
priests,  and  thirty-five  women,  were  deprived  of  life  by  demo- 
cratic fury^^. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  assembly  might  either  have  totally 
prevented  these  massacres,  or  at  least  have  gready  diminished 
the  number  of  victims.  But  the  members  seemed  to  be  intimi- 
dated, and  contented  themselves  with  naming  two  deputations 
to  stop  the  career  of  villany.  No  benefit  resulted  from  the  weak 
efforts  of  the  deputies:  the  murders  were  continued  even  before 
their  eyes. 

Instructions  were  sent  by  the  commune  of  Paris  to  many  of 
the  departments,  for  the  execution  of  summary  jm^/zc^  (as  it  was 
called)  upon  the  traitors  who  were  ready  to  co-operate  with  the 
foreign  enemies  of  France.  But  only  a  few  municipalities,  or 
rather  some  Jacobin  leaders  of  the  mob,  adopted  the  sanguinary 
hint.  Fifty-seven  prisoners  were  transferred  from  Orleans  to 
Versailles,  and  murdered  with  twenty-one  others.  The  duke  de 
Brisac  defended  himself  against  the  assassins  with  great  courage, 
but  had  no  hope  of  escape.  Some  fell  at  Rheims,  Meaux,  and 
Lyons;  and  the  once  popular  duke  dela  Rochefoucault  was  kill- 
ed near  Gisors,  by  emissaries  of  the  metropolitan  commune. 

If  Brissot  and  his  friends  did  not  openly  concur  in  these  infa- 
mous acts,  it  is  sufficiently  evident  that  they  connived  at  them, 
or  did  not  (as  men  of  spirit  and  virtue  would)  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent the  perpetration  of  such  enormities.  They  denied  the  con- 
nexion  between  the  massacre  and  the  glorious  revolution  of  the 
10th  of  August ;  and  affirmed,  that  the  recent  outrages,  instead 
of  confirming  it,  tended  only  to  disgrace  it,  and  to  render  its  in- 
fluence less  operative  and  powerful. 

17  Ilistoire  des  EiTeiirs,des  Fates,  et  des  Crimes,  tome  iv. — Prudhomnie  affirms,  that  in 
the  inassaci-e  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Force,  some  Englishmen  in  disguise,  guests  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  were  observed  in  the  crowd,  directing  the  oijerations  of  the  assassins.  This  asser- 
tion is  so  improbable,  tliat,  without  being  suspected  of  national  partiality,  I  may  venture  to 
pronounce  it  a  malij^nant  libel. 

Some  accounts  have  extended  the  number  of  victims  to  five  thousand;  and  it  is  not  impro> 
bable  that  the  amoiuit  considerably  exceeded  Prudhomme's  calculation. 

Neckerand  others  affirm,  that  the  villains  who  thus  thinned  the  prisons  received  pay  from 
the  commune  iav  Ihn'w patriotic  services :  and  the  assetiiou  is  worthy  of  credit. 
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While  Danton  and  his  associates  were  using  every  effort  to 
procure  a  majority  in  the  approaching  convention,  by  bribing 
many  of  the  electors  with  public  money  <^r  the  treasures  of  M. 
d'Orleans,  and  by  intimidating  the  rest,  the  legislative  assembly 
e     ^  Q,    announced  the  termination  of  its  labors.  It  was  a  less 

*  *  '^  '  respectable  body  than  that  which  preceded  it;  and  the 
new  assembly  had  still  less  claim  to  praise.  Thus  the  revolution 
degenerated.  Men  who  had  some  share  of  honor  and  patriotism 
gave  way  to  those  who  had  less  ;  and  these,  having  taken  their 
turn,  were  overpowered  by  the  most  daring  and  profligate  in- 
cendiaries that  ever  infested  society. 

Although  hints  of  having  recourse  to  a  republican  government 
had  been  thrown  out  by  the  factious  leaders,  no  precise  scheme 
had  been  formed  at  their  meetings  :  but,  at  the  first  sitting  of 
the  convention,  when  the  extinction  of  the  monarchy  was  sud- 
denly proposed  by  a  vulgar  and  brutal  Jacobin,  it  met  with  ge- 
neral assent.  "  It  was  a  theatrical  king,  a  crowned  player  (says 
Necker,)  who  proposed  to  the  most  illustrious  of  nations  the 
abolition  of  real  royalty, — the  royalty  of  the  house  of  Clovis,  of 
Charlemagne,  and  of  Capet, — a  royalty  that  could  not  be  strip- 
ped, even  in  its  fall,  of  the  august  character  which  fourteen  cen- 
turies had  impressed  upon  it."  The  motion  of  CoUotd'Herboise 
was  thus  worded  ;  "  Royalty  is  abolished  in  France  ;"  and  it 
was  decreed  by  acclamation,  consequent  on  an  universal  rising 
of  the  deputies*^ 

Although  Brissot  and  Roland  readily  concurred  with  Robes- 
pierre and  Danton  in  voting  for  a  republic,  the  separation  of 
party  was  now  marked.  The  two  former  politicians  began  to 
be  shocked  at  the  sanguinary  spirit  of  the  latter,  and  to  dread 
the  farther  attempts  of  such  villanous  anarchists.  Some  of  their 
adherents  took  an  early  opportunity  of  exposing  the  dictatorial 
and  liberticide  aims  of  the  two  Jacobin  chiefs  and  their  accom- 
plice Marat.  Robespierre  feebly  defended  himself:  Danton  bold- 
ly denied  the  charge;  and  Marat  boasted  ofhis  wishes  and  schemes 
of  slaughter,  until  some  of  the  indignant  members  silenced  him 
by  force.  The  convention,  however,  tamely  suffered  the  trium- 
virate to  escape  its  immediate  vengeance. 

As  some  of  the  chief  supporters  of  Brissot  were  representa- 
tives of  the  department  of  the  Gironde'^  the  name  of  Girondists 
became  the  designation  of  the  party  and  the  faction  of  Robes- 
pierre, from  sitting  on  the  more  elevnted  benches,  received  the 
appellation  of  the  mountain.  The  Girondists  (also  called  Bris- 
sotins  or  Rolandists)  formed  the  majority ;  but  the  minority, 
having  a  more  ferocious  character,  and  a  greater  skill  in  revo- 

18  Xeckcr,  tome  ii.  sect.  vii. 

19  Part  of  ilic  ancient  province  ol'Guienne. 
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lutionary  manceuvres,  pertenaciously  contended  for  victory  and 
pre-eminence. 

The  military  defence  of  the  new  republic  urgently  required 
the  attention  of  its  conventional  rulers;  and  the  minister  Servan 
was  ordered  to  attend  with  zeal  and  diligence  to  all  the  duties 
of  his  station.  The  Prussians  threatened  Grande- Pre,  and  seized 
the  important  post  of  Croix  aux.-Bois,  which  w  as  soon  recovered 
by  Chazot,  but  was  again  lost.  The  division  of  the  Austrian  ge- 
neral Clairfait  might  nou  have  flanked  the  chief  position  of  Du- 
mouriez  ;  and,  if  the  duke  of  Brunswick  had  attacked  him  in 
front  without  delay,  it  is  supposed  that  he  would  have  been  suc- 
cessful. The  French  commander,  sensible  of  his  danger,  order- 
ed Kellermann  and  Beurnonville  to  join  him  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  hastened  to  St.  Menehould.  During  the  retreat,  ten  thou- 
sand of  his  men  fled  in  a  panic  before  fifteen  hundred  of  their 
adversaries  :  but  the  efforts  of  Miranda,  a  brave  South- Ameri- 
can rallied  the  fugitives-". 

A  rainy  season,  and  a  great  scarcity  of  provision  (for  the  in- 
vaders imprudently  trusted,  for  a  considerable  part  of  their  sup- 
plies, to  the  country  through  which  they  passed),  had  seriously 
weakened  the  army  of  Frederic  William.  A  dysentery  and  other 
complaints  prevailed  ;  and,  in  the  lamentable  progress  of  disor- 
der, discouragement  could  not  avoid  obtruding  itself.  The  king 
reproached  the  chief  emigrants  with  having  allured  him  to  an 
invasion  by  false  representatives  of  the  state  of  France.  The 
bulk  of  the  nation,  he  said,  supported  the  existing  government ; 
and  the  prospect  of  a  strong  co-operation  in  the  interior  was 
visionary.  He  resolved,  however,  to  make  another  effort ;  and, 
when  Kellermann  approached  the  heights  of  Valmy,  the  duke  of 
Brunsw^ick  commenced  a  fierce  cannonade,  which  was  warmly 
returned;  but  on  either  side,  the  loss  was  not  very  considerable. 

The  duke  was  now  posted  between  Paris  and  the  French 
army  ;  but  the  march  to  that  capital  was  not  so  easy  as  some 
might  have  supposed.  Various  reinforcements  had  augmented 
the  force  of  Dumouriez  to  fifty  thousand  men  ;  and  other  armies 
were  ready  to  march  from  different  quarters.  The  Prussians 
were  nearly  in  the  centre  of  these  levies,  entangled  in  a  barren 
country,  and  continued  to  be  in  want  of  bread,  water,  and  forage. 
If  they  should  advance  towards  Paris,  they  were  exposed  to  the 
danger  of  being  surrounded.  They  might  gain  a  victory  ;  but 
it  might  be  indecisive  ;  and  a  defeat  might  prove  ruinous.  Re- 
flecting on  these  circumstances,  the  king  sent  colonel  Manstein 
to  treat  with  Dumouriez,  and  request  him  to  join  in  promoting 
a  counter-revolution.    The  general  declined  the  hazardous  pro- 

20  La  Vie  dii  General  Duraouriez,  livre  v.  chap.  viii. — History  of  the  Campaign  of  179*. 
l!>y  J.  Money,  mavechal-de-camp  in  the  service  of  Louis  XVI. 
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posal,  but  intimated  a  wish  for  a  pacification  with  Prussia. 
_  During  the  conferences,  the  duke  of  Brunswick  sent 

P*  '  to  Dumouriez  a  copy  of  an  imperious  declaration,  in- 
sisting on  the  immediate  restoration  of  Louis  to  liberty,  safety, 
and  royal  dignity,  and  declaring  that  a  non-compliance  with 
this  demand  would  entail  just  and  exemplary  vengeance  on  the 
adversaries  of  that  prince.  The  negotiation  was  now  broken  off 
by  the  French  commander ;  and,  two  days  afterward,  the  duke 
commenced  a  retreat=^». 

Dumouriez  remained  in  his  camp  for  five  days  after  the  Prus- 
sians retired,  seemingly  content  with  their  decampment.  But, 
in  his  own  account  of  his  life,  he  represents  himself  as  having 
been  anxious  for  the  ruin  of  the  enemy,  and  blames  Kellermann 
for  having  obstructed  the  execution  of  his  orders  by  the  recallof 
general  Valence,  who  had  begun  to  harass  the  retiring  foe. 
Leaving  fresh  instructions  ^or  a  vigorous  pursuit,  he  returned 
to  Paris.  The  pursuers  were  within  cannon-shot  of  the  duke's 
head-quarters,  when  it  was  agreed  that  the  Prussians  should  not 
be  molested,  if  they  would  restore  Longuy,  and  Verdun.  The 
count  de  Kalkreuth  readily  surrendered  those  towns  ;  and  the 
French  exulted  in  the  enforced  retreat  of  their  enemies. 

The  forces  of  the  emperor  had  obtained  an  advantage  at  the 
camp  of  Maulde;  but  they  were  baffled  by  the  strength  of  Lisle, 
whichthey  fiercely  bombarded  without  the  labour  of  investment. 
Instead  of  invading,  they  were  now  obliged  to  act  against  inva- 
ders ;  for  the  French  soon  directed  their  march  into  the  Aus- 
trian Netherlands. 

After  a  short  continuance  in  Paris,  Dumouriez  resumed  the 
command  of  the  army  for  the  performance  of  a  promise  which 
he  had  made  to  both  parties.  He  had  engaged  to  subdue  the 
Netherlands  before  the  end  of  the  year.  If  he  could  have  sub- 
dued the  Jacobin  phalanx,  he  would  have  deserved  still  higher 
praise.  He  had  exhorted  the  Girondists  to  form  a  close  union 
with  Danton,  whose  commanding  spirit,  and  vigour  of  mind, 
might  enable  them,  he  said,  to  save  the  king  and  country  from 
the  violence  of  the  anarchists  :  but,  instead  of  courting  one  who 
might  have  proved  a  very  useful  auxiliary,  they  thwarted  his 
views,  and  roused  his  resentment.  Disgusted  at  their  impru- 
dence in  this  respect,  and  not  pleased  at  their  neglect  of  his  own 
services,  Dumouriez  left  them  to  their  Machiavelian  intrigues 
and  short-sighted  policy-'. 

With  an  ill-provided  but  numerous  army,  the  enterprising 
general  invaded  Brabant,  and  advanced  to  Gemappe  (or  rather 
Genap),  where  the  Austrians,  under  the  duke  of  Saxe-Teschen, 

2i  La  Vie  ilu  gtneiiil  Dumouriez,  livre  v.  chap.  10.  11.— Uisloire  ties  priucipaux  Evenc- 
mens  du  Regne  «le  Frederic  Guillnume,  tome  ii. 
•2'2  ^'ie  du  General  Dumouriez,  livi-eri.  chap.  1. 
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were  stationed  on  the  heights.  About  twenty  thousand  men  de- 
fended the  post  against  forty  thousand.  Beurnonville,  with  the 
right  wing  commenced  the  attack  ;  but  he  was  so  ha-  -j^^^  g 
rassed  by  the  fire  of  five  redoubts,  that  he  made  Httle 
impression.  The  aged  Ferrand,  with  the  left  division,  seemed 
to  be  so  inactive,  that  Thovenot  was  sent  to  supercede  him  ; 
and  this  officer  assauhed  the  works  at  Quareignon  with  great 
impetuosity.  The  central  body  being  thrown  into  disorder,  the 
active  courage  of  Baptiste  Renard,  the  valet  of  the  general,  ral- 
lied a  retiring  brigade,  and  a  produced  a  spirited  renewal  of  con- 
flict. The  duke  de  Chartres  was  equally  successful  in  restoring 
energy  to  another  column  of  the  centre ;  and  three  stories  of 
redoubts  were  gallantly  stormed.  Observing  the  tardy  progress 
and  the  danger  of  Beurnonville,  Dumouriez  hastened  to  the 
right ;  and  the  republicans  at  length  prevailed  at  every  point 
of  attack.  About  three  thousand  of  their  number,  and  four 
thousand  of  the  Austrians,  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  kill- 
ed or  wounded^^. 

The  effect  of  this  victory  was  greater  than  could  reasonably 
have  been  expected.  The  French  were  received  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Mons  as  protectors  rather  than  as  enemies  ;  and  Du- 
mouriez,  in  return  for  their  good- will,  promised  not  to  violate 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Netherland  provinces.  Lab  )ur- 
dounays,  however,  commenced  at  Tourney  a  system  of  violence 
andofspoliation,which  had  excited  loud  complaints.  Dnmouriez, 
incensed  at  this  injustice,  procured  the  removal  of  the  offender 
to  Lisle,  and  gave  the  command  of  his  division  to  Miranda. 
The  whole  province  of  Flanders  was  quickly  seized  ;  and  that 
of  Brabant,  after  the  capture  of  Anderlecht,  was  weakly  de- 
fended. The  general  entered  Brussels  in  triumph,  and  super- 
intended the  formation  of  such  an  administrative  body  as  the 
citizens  wished  to  establish.  Proceeding  against  the  army  of 
the  duke  of  Saxe-teschen,  he  prevailed  in  a  conflict  near  Tille- 
mont,  and  in  another  at  Roucoux;  and  then  obtained  possesssion 
of  Liege.  The  citadel  of  Antwerp  had  already  surrendered 
to  Miranda ;  and  Namur  was  taken,  after  a  short  siege,  by 
Valence,  who  was  ably  assisted  by  La  Veneur.  Roermond  was 
also  reduced  ;  and  all  the  Netherland  provinces,  except  that  of 
Luxembourg,  were  rapidly  subdued^^. 

The  readiness  of  the  Belgians  to  shake  off  the  Austrian  yoke, 
had  encouraged  the  French  convention  to  propagate  a  xt-        ,  q 
similar  spirit  among  other  communities ;  and  a  decree 
was  promulgated,  promising  aid  to  all  people  who  wished  to 

23  Vie  de  M.  Dumouriez,  livre  vi.  chap.  5. 

24  La  Vie  de  M.  Dumouriez,  livre  vi.  chap.  6,  9.— Money's  History  of  the  Campaign, 
second  Part. 
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])rocure  that  liberty  which  their  rulers  withheld  from  them. 
Another  decree,  equally  arrogant,  and  still  more  subversive  of 
y^  ,^  the  independence  ofother  nations,  soon  followed.  This 
^'  edict  not  only  ordered,  in  all  countries  invaded  by 
French  troops,  a  suppression  of  the  constituted  authorities,  an 
abolition  of  all  aristocratic  privileiijes,  and  a  convocation  of  pri- 
inary  assemblies,  but  declared  that  the  republic  would  consider 
as  enemies  all  who,  refusins:^  the  offered  boon  of  freedom,  should 
continue  to  submit  to  tyrants^*.  Such  a  decree  ccmbined  glaring 
insolence  with  atrocious  injustice. 

The  French  pretended  to  declare  the  Belgic  territories  inde- 
pendent :  but,  in  the  case  of  Savoy,  they  displayed  a  desire  of 
conquest.  General  Montesquieu  was  ordered  to  chastise  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  whose  alliance  with  the  royal  family  of  France 
and  strong  aversion  to  democratic  principles,  had  induced  him 
to  grant  protection  to  the  emigrants,  and  promote  the  concert 
of  princes.  The  mere  invasion  of  Savoy  was  equivalent  to  a 
conquest,  as  the  inhabitants  did  not  resist  the  intruders.  The 
city  of  Chamberi  tamely  admitted  a  foreign  garrison:  the  whole 
l)rovince  was  democratised,  and  added  to  the  list  of  French  de- 
partments. 

An  easy  success  also  attended  the  march  of  general  Anselme, 
who,  having  passed  the  Var  with  the  van  of  his  army,  sum- 
moned the  governor  of  Montalban  to  surrender  that  fortress, 
and  quickly  obtained  his  wish.  He  then  seized  Ville  Franche, 
and  took  Nice  w^ithout  opposition.  The  troops  of  the  king 
of  Sardinia  had  formed  a  line  from  Saorgio  to  Tende  ;  but 
they  did  not  quit  their  entrenchments  to  attack  the  invaders, 
who  repaired  the  fortifications  of  Nice,  and  acted  as  masters  of 
the  country.  Deputies  were  sent  to  Paris,  by  the  provisory 
administrators  of  the  cajjital,  to  solicit  the  union  of  the  county 
w'ah  the  French  republic:  but  the  application  was  rejected,  as 
it  did  not  proceed  from  regular  rejiresentatives  of  the  people. 

Admiral  Trogoffe  was  less  successful.  He  sailed  to  Sardi- 
nia, and,  appearing  before  Cagliari,  bombarded  and  pillaged 
that  capital,  but  was  constrained  to  retire  without  subduing  the 
island. 

Hostilities  had  also  arisen  in  Germany.  A  considerable  ma- 
gazine being  deposited  at  Spire,  for  the  service  of  the  Austrian 
troops,  lieutenant-general  Custine  (uho  had  served  under  Ro- 
^hambeau  in  the  American  war)  was  ordered  I)y  Biron  to  take 
l)ossession  of  it,  without  regard  to  the  neutrality  of  the  empire. 
He  soon  repelled  the  small  force  stationed  near  the  city,  forced 
open  the  gates,  and,  after  some  skirmishes  in  the  streets,  over- 
powered all  resistance.  He  sent  two  thousand  five  hundred  pri- 
.'^oners  into  France,  that  they  might  imbibe  revolutionary  ideas ^: 
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planted  tlie  tree  of  liberty  in  the  town,  and  exacted  five  hun- 
dred thousand  livres  from  the  bishop,  the  religious  communi- 
ties, and  the  magistrates.  Influenced  by  the  persuasions  of  some 
German  mal-contents,  who  represented  Worms  as  an  asylum  of 
French  emigrants,  he  sent  a  detachment  to  demand  a  large  sum 
of  money  from  the  superior  classes  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and,  as 
they  could  not  immediately  grant  the  u  hole  demand,  they  were 
obliged  to  give  hostages  for  their  future  compliance.  Hearing 
that  Mentz  was  ill  garrisoned,  and  that  a  great  proportion  of 
the  inhabitants  were  disposed  to  assist  him,  he  turned  his  arms 
against  that  city,  and  summoned  the  governor  to  surrender  it, 
offering  the  alternative  of  fraternity  or  destruction.  Not  with- 
out general  surprise,  a  capitulation  was  speedily  ad-  q  j^, 
justed  for  a  large,  strong,  and  well-garrisoned  place. 
Custine  was  now  advised  to  attack  Coblentz,  which  he  might 
easily  have  reduced  :  but  he  was  more  inclined  to  improve  the 
fortifications  and  the  defensibility  of  Mentz.  From  motives  of 
rapacity,  however,  he  made  an  excursion  to  Frankford,  where 
he  compelled  the  principal  citizens  to  pay  various  sums,  on  pre- 
tence of  their  having  favored  the  emigrants.  He  then  issued  a 
general  manifesto,  addressed  to  the  people  of  Germany,  whom 
he  invited  to  assist  "  a  generous  nation"  in  crushing  tyrants, 
and  establishing  the  reign  of  universal  liberty.  In  a  particular 
address  to  the  soldiers  of  Hesse- Cassel,  he  exclaimed  against 
the  inhuman  despotism  of  a  prince  who  trafficked  in  the  blood  of 
his  subjects,  and  offered  ample  stipends  and  liberal  treatment  to 
all  who  were  willing  to  enter  into  the  French  service^^. 

The  towns  which  the  French  had  seized  were  left  for  some 
time  to  their  former  government :  but  this  affected  moderation 
at  length  ^r^xe  way  to  a  desire  of  assimilating  the  administration 
to  that  of  France  ;  and  municipalities  were  formed  by  the  direc- 
tion of  Custine.  While  he  thus  domineered,  he  was  alarmed  as 
the  advance  of  an  army  of  Prussians  and  Hessians,  who  soon 
re-took  Frankfort,  and  threatened  Mentz.  This  city,  and  the 
neighbouring  post  of  Cassel,  were  capable  of  a  long  defence  ; 
and,  to  superintend  the  efforts  of  the  garrison,  Reubel  and  two 
other  deputies  were  sent  by  the  convention'''. 

The  success  of  Custine  in  Germany  encouraged  the  assembly 
to  extend  its  views  to  farther  conquests  :  but  its  present  atten- 
tion was  chiefly  devoted  to  the  impolitic  and  unjust  process 
against  the  deposed  representative  of  the  house  of  Bourbon. 
When  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  be  tried  for  his  offences 
against  the  state,  Robespierre  and  other  Jacobins  denied  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  trial  ;  alleging  that  his  criminalitv  was  by  no  means 
doubtful,  and  that  immediate  condemnation  was  the  proper  treat- 

26  Memoires  Posthnmes  dii  General  Francois.  Coi^Ue  de  Ciisline  ;  rediges  par  un  de  se« 
Aidfs  du  Camp; — totue  i 
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ment  of  a  tyrant.  But  the  Girondists,  while  they  admitted  his 
jTuilt,  insisted  on  a  previous  inquiry. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  process,  the  leaders  of  the 
Gironde  party  had  an  opportunity  of  crushing  the  kint^'s  chief 
adversaries,  if  energy  of  character  had  accompanied  their  orato- 
rical talents.  Information  of  the  violent  schemes  and  arbitrary 
vieu  s  of  Robespierre  being  communicated  to  the  convention,  in 
a  memorial  from  Roland,  he  declared  that  every  part  of  the 
charge  was  calumnious,  and  that  no  member  would  dare  to  ac- 
cuse him  to  his  face.  A  short  and  slender  figure,  with  a  pale 
countenance,  fixed  his  indignat  eyes  on  the  sanguinary  dicta- 
tor, and  exclaimed,  "  I  dare  accuse  you."  Robespierre,  ap- 
palled by  the  boldness  of  this  member  and  the  murmurs  of  the 
deputies  retired  from  the  tribune ;  and,  Danton  having  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  pre\  ent  Louvet  from  being  heard,  this 
accuser  traced  the  progress  of  the  demagogue  from  his  first 
appearance  in  the  Jacobin  club,  detailed  his  arts  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  his  influence,  imputed  to  his  instigation  the 
massacre  of  the  prisoners,  and  reproaclied  him  with  aiming 
at  the  proscription  of  the  true  friends  of  the  republic.  If  Pe- 
thion,  Gaudet,  and  Vergniaud,  had  answered  Louvet's  repeat- 
ed calls,  and  had  boldly  declared  what  tliey  knew  of  the  enor- 
mities of  the  pretended  patriot,  he  and  Danton,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  have  been  instantly  arrested.  But  the  assembl}' 
gratified  Robespierre  with  a  week's  delay  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  strengthened  his  interest  by  intrigue  and  by  intimida- 
tion. On  the  day  assigned  for  his  defence,  he  filled  the  gallery 
with  his  partisans  of  both  sexes.  In  an  artful  harangue,  he 
vindicated  his  patriotism,  calumniated  his  adversaries,  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  his  endeavouring  to  make  himself  a  dictator,  and 
apologised  for  some  acts  of  popular  outrage,  as  the  usual  con- 
comitants of  great  revolutions,  but  denied  that  he  had  any  con- 
cern in  the  death  of  the  prisoners.  The  timid  Girondists,  affect- 
ing; to  think  that  Robespierre,  even  if  the  charges  should  be  re- 
linquished, would  be  so  disgraced  as  to  lose  his  influence,  suffer- 
ed him  to  escape  by  passing  to  the  order  of  the  day;  an  instance 
of  weakness  which  proved  tliem  to  be  unfit  to  contend  with  the 
Jacobin  faction-^^ 

Thus  encouraged  by  the  imbecility  of  their  opponents  the  Ja- 
cobins prepared  to  w  reak  their  vengeance  on  the  royal  prisoner. 
When  the  enunciation  of  facts  (or  the  indictment)  had  been  read, 
Barrere,  the  president,  said  to  the  king,  "  Louis,  you 
'  are  accused  by  the  French  nation  of  having  committed 
a  multitude  of  crimes  for  the  purpose  of  re-establishing  your  ty- 
ranny by  the  destruction  of  liberty.     Soon  after  the  meeting  of 
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the  states- general,  you  encroached  on  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple by  suspending  the  assemblies  of  their  representatives;  you 
presented  two  declarations  subversive  of  all  liberty  ;  you  order- 
ed troops  to  march  against  the  citizens  of  Paris,  and  did  not 
withdraw  your  army  before  the  transactions  at  the  Bastille  had 
announced  that  the  people  were  victorious."  — "  No  existing 
laws,"  replied  Louis,  "  prohibiting  me  from  acting  as  I  did.  I 
had  no  wish  to  injure  my  subjects,  no  intention  of  shedding  their 
blood." — "  You  eluded  for  a  long  time,"  said  the  president,  "  the 
execution  of  the  decrees  for  the  abolition  of  personal  servitude, 
of  tithes,  and  of  feudal  usages  and  claims:  you  long  refused  to 
agree  to  the  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man  :  you  augmented 
the  number  of  your  guards,  and  suffered  them  in  their  orgies  to 
blaspheme  the  nation:  you  gave  occasion  for  a  new  insurrection: 
you  took,  at  the  confederation,  an  oath  which  you  did  not  ob- 
serve; and  you  encouraged  Mirabeau  to  project  a  counter-revo- 
lution.— "These  points  and  incidents,  if  true,"  said  the  king, 
*'  were  anterior  to  my  acceptance  of  the  constitution^^." 

The  flight  from  Paris  being  adduced  as  a  weighty  charge 
against  Louis,  he  did  not  specifically  vindicate  himself  from  it, 
but  merely  referred  to  the  answers  which  he  had  given  on  that 
subject  to  the  constituent  assembly.  To  a  conspiracy  on  his 
part,  the  eftiision  of  blood  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  was  imputed; 
and  it  was  affirmed,  that  he  had  paid  enormous  sums  for  jour- 
nals and  pamplets,  to  discredit  the  assig7iats,  support  the  cause 
of  the  emigrants,  and  check  the  progress  of  liberty.  These 
charges  he  disclaimed,  as  well  as  the  imputation  of  having  con- 
nived at  counter-revolutionary  disturbances  at  Nimes  and  other 
places.  When  his  silence  with  regard  to  the  convention  of  Pil- 
nitz  was  represented  as  criminal,  he  replied  that  he  had  given 
notice  of  it  as  soon  as  it  came  to  his  knowledge,  and  that  his 
ministers,  by  the  constitution,  were  responsible  for  it.  He  was 
accused  of  having  sent  money  for  the  use  of  \hQ  ci-devant  gai'des- 
du-corps^  and  also  to  M.  de  Bouille  and  other  enemies  of  the  re- 
volution. To  the  guards,  he  said,  he  had  discontinued  his  remit- 
tances as  soon  as  he  was  informed  of  their  being  embodied  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine;  and  of  the  latter  part  of  the  charge 
he  had  no  consciousness  or  recollection.  An  alleged  correspon- 
dence with  his  brothers,  subsequent  to  the  enactment  of  the  con- 
stitution, he  disavowed.  The  imputed  neglect  of  the  military 
and  naval  service  he  denied.  A  concurrence  in  the  coalition  of 
foreign  powers  against  France,  an  encouragement  of  refractory 
priests  and  fanatics,  and  attempts  to  suborn  many  of  the  depu- 
ties, were  asserted,  not  proved,  against  him.  His  non-confir- 
mation of  various  decrees  he  justified  by  his  own  sense  of  their 
impropriety  or  inutilit}-,  and  by  his  allowed  constitutional  pre- 

29  Hisloire  t'u  dernier  Regne  tic  la  Monanhic  Fianpoise,  chap.  5. 
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roG;ative.  On  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  his  palace,  he  men- 
tioned it  as  his  duty  to  make  some  measures  of  precaution,  when 
it  was  threatened  with  an  attack.  He  certainly  was  not  an- 
swerable for  the  effects  of  a  conflict  v^hich  he  earnestly  wished 
to  avoid.  Of  a  great  number  of  papers  shown  to  him  by  order 
of  the  president,  he  declared  that  he  had  no  knowledti^e  ;  and 
some  which  he  had  before  seen,  contained  no  proofs  of  his  cri- 
minality. 

Three  persons  of  respectability  were  allowed  to  plead  in  be- 
p.       ^-    half  of  the  accused  prince.  M.  De  Seze  entered  fully 

^^'  ^  '  into  every  part  of  the  subject,  and  demonstrated  the  in- 
validity and  injustice  of  the  charges.  Louis  then  rose,  and  said, 
with  s(jme  emotion  :  "  As  you  have  thus  been  informed  of  the 
grounds  of  my  vindication,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  re-state 
them.  In  addreesing  you  perhaps  for  the  last  time,  I  declare 
that  my  conscience  does  not  reproach  me  with  any  crime,  and 
that  my  advocates  have  not  transgressed  the  bounds  of  truth.  I 
have  never  been  unwilling  to  submit  my  \\  hole  conduct  to  public 
examination :  but  my  feelings  have  been  particularly  wounded 
by  finding,  in  the  act  of  accusation,  that  I  am  charged  with  being 
eager  or  ready  to  shed  the  blood  of  my  people,  and  that  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  10th  of  August,  are  attributed  to  my  aggression. 
The  multiplied  proofs  of  my  regard  for  my  people,  and  the  whole 
course  of  my  behaviour  and  conduct,  would,  1  thought  have 
convinced  every  one,  that  I  would  have  risqued  my  own  safety 
to  spare  their  blood,  and  ought  to  have  shielded  me  against 
such  an  imputation." 

Unmoved  by  this  affecting  appeal,  Duhem  proposed  that  the 
convention  should  instantly  do  justice,  and  that  the  members 
should  individually  answer  the  questions,  whether  Louis  should, 
or  should  not,  be  punished  with  death.  Lanjuinais,  very  pro- 
perly, advised  a  reference  to  the  primary  assemblies.  After  a 
tumultuous  debate,  it  was  resolved  that  the  discussion  should  be 
opened  without  delay,  and  continued  in  preference  to  ordinary 
business.  Vergniaud  and  other  eloquent  members  denied  the 
competency  of  legislators  to  act  as  judges  :  but  their  arguments 
„„„  had  not  sufficient  w eight  with  the  assembly.  It  was 
A.  D.  1/Jo.  vote(3^t]^at;thenationai  representatives  should  judge 
the  important  cause,  determine  the  propriety  or  expediency  of 
an  appeal  to  the  people,  and  fix  the  mode  of  punishment. 

The  first  question  w^as  thus  stated:  Is  Louis  guilty  of  treason 
,  -    against  the  nation,  and  of  a  conspiracy  against  the 

June  15.  g.^jpgjy  ^f  jj^g  g^^^g  2  The  names  of  the  deputies  being 
called  over  according  to  the  order  of  the  departments,  some  de- 
livered to  the  secretaries  a  written  opinion;  others,  mounting 
the  tribune,  orally  stated  their  sentiments.  Fauchet,  a  constitu- 
tional bishop,  said,  "  As  a  citizen  and  legislator,  I  answer  the 
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question  in  the  affirmative:  but,  as  a  judge,  I  am  not  competent 
to  determine.''  Du-Bois  du-Bais  declared  that  Louis  was  guil- 
ty, but  did  not  consider  the  convention  as  authorised  to  decide 
upon  his  fate.  Taveau  said,  "  he  has  drawn  our  enemies  upon 
us  :  they  have  ravaged  our  frontiers  :  fifty  thousand  Frenchmen 
have  lost  their  lives  :  I  therefore  pronounce  him  guilty.''  Of  his 
criminality  Chambon  had  no  doubt :  Salicetti,  the  Corsican,  de- 
clared against  him,  thinking  that,  as  a  citizen,  h'e  was  bound  so 
to  determine:  Giroust  voted  to  the  same  purpose,  as  a  legislator  ; 
Le-Marechal,  from  a  regard  for  the  public  safety  ;  and  Pelet,  as 
member  of  a  legislative  and  political  body,  gave  a  similar  suf- 
frage. Osselin  thus  commenced  the  declaration  which  he  sign- 
ed :  "  Among  the  serious  charges  against  Louis,  I  have  particu- 
larly noticed  that  which  relates  to  the  pay  allowed  by  him  to  his 
guard,  though  it  had  been  disbanded,  and  though  almost  all  the 
individuals  who  composed  it  had  not  merely  emigrated,  but  were 
employed  at  Coblentz  or  had  enlisted  in  the  hostile  army."  De- 
la-Haye  said,  "  I  read  upon  the  walls  of  Paris  these  words,  trac- 
ed with  the  blood  of  our  brethren — Louis  is  guilty.''''  Noel,  though 
he  had  lost  a  son  by  the  war,  declared  that  he  could  not  act  as  a 
judge  of  one  who  might  be  considered  as  the  principal  author 
of  that  death  which  he  lamented.'' 

After  these  and  other  speeches,  the  unfortunate  prince  was 
stigmatised  as  guilty  by  the  votes  of  six-hundred  and  eighty- 
three  members,  while  only  thirty-seven  of  those  who  were  pre- 
sent were  inclined  to  think  more  favorably  of  his  conduct. 

The  second  question  was,  whether  an  appeal  should  be  made 
to  the  people  on  the  momentuous  subject.  Dubois  Crance  ex- 
claimed, "  Such  an  appeal  is  treason  against  the  nation  !"  Bau- 
din  more  properly  remarked,  that  four  years  of  experience  in 
the  primary  assemblies,  compelled  him  to  vote  for  a  reference  to 
the  body  of  the  nation.  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne  said,  "  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  people  did  not  intend  to  confer,  on  their  repre- 
sentatives, the  functions  of  accuser,  judge,  and  jurors;  and,  as  no 
insults  or  menaces  shall  ever  deter  me  from  doing  my  duty,  I 
boldly  vote  in  the  affirmative."  Ysarn-Valadi,  with  equal  bold- 
ness, said,  "  I  am  neither  the  friend  of  kings,  nor  the  infamous 
tool  of  any  of  the  ambitious  incendiaries  who  surround  us.  On 
great  occasions,  tiie  judicial  power  ought  to  revert  to  its  source, 
in  a  regenerated  community  :  let  us  now  begin  the  practice." 
Barbaroux  thus  spoke  :  "  The  oath  which  I  took  in  an  electoral 
assembly  to  judge  Louis  Capet,  does  not  exclude  the  sanction  of 
the  people.  I  therefore  vote  for  that  sanction,  because  it  is  time 
that  people  of  all  the  departments  should  exercise  their  aggre- 
gate sovereignty,  and  by  the  manifestation  of  their  supreme 
will,  crush  a  faction  in  the  midst  of  which  I  perceive  Philip  of 
Orleans,  and  which  I  denounce  to  the  republic,  coolly  devoting 
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myself  to  the  poignards  of  its  murderous  members.  At  the  same 
time,  I  declare  that  the  tyrant  is  odious  to  me  ;  that  I  strenuous- 
ly co-operated  for  his  dethronement ;  and  that  I  will  doom  him 
to  the  severest  punishment."  De-Perret  voted  for  the  appeal, 
out  of  respect  for  the  people,  and  also  because  he  saw  a  Crom- 
well behind  the  curtain'". 

La  Rivitre  said,  "  As  a  statement  of  reasons  or  motives 
\vouid  weaken  a  self-evident  j)roposition,  I  announce  my  wish 
merely  by  sayin_^  aye  to  the  question."  Milhaud  represented 
the  sovereignty  of  nature  as  paramount  to  that  of  the  people, 
who  had  no  ritjhl  to  pardon  tyrants.  Even  if  a  national  decla- 
tion  should  authorise  impunity  to  a  royal  delinquent,  nature, 
he  said,  would  reserve  to  every  citizen  the  right  of  imitating 
the  example  of  Brutus.  The  short  speech  of  the  ferocious  Car- 
rier was  to  this  effect :  "  As  I  fear  no  one,  and  can  arm  myself 
against  a  future  tyrant,  whatever  denomination  he  may  assume, 
I  say  noP  Bellej^arde  excited  a  laugh  by  saying,  "  With  all 
possible  force  oS.  affirmation^  I  maintain  the  negatived  Bernard 
thought  that  the  crime  and  the  criminal  would  be  too  much  ho- 
nored, if  the  people  should  be  required  to  meetfor  the  purpose  of 
judging  Louis.  "  The  best  mode  of  doing  homage  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  people,"  said  Julien,  "  is  to  exercise  it  ourselves 
for  the  preservation  of  the  republic."  Vallt^e  said,  that  tlie  peo- 
ple could  not  convenienUy  try  Louis  in  a  judicial  way,  but  might 
easily  determine  what  steps  ought  to  be  taken  after  conviction. 
Pethion  wished,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  tranquillity,  that  the 
votes  which  should  prevail  in  this  question  might  be  much  more 
numerous  than  he  apprehended  they  would  prove  to  be.  He 
added,  that  an  appeal  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  words  of  Lan- 
juinais  were,  "  I  say  yes,  if  you  condemn  Louis  to  death,  in  the 
contrary  case,  I  say  no. 

Louvet  voted  for  the  proposed  reference,  because  it  was  not  a 
judicial  act  upon  which  the  people  were  to  be  consulted,  but 
only  a  measure  of  general  safety.  "  I  am  of  opinion,"  said 
Salle,  "  that  the  only  method  of  giving  to  the  people  an  attitude 
truly  republican,  is  to  demand  their  interference  in  this  cause." 
Lequino  resisted  the  appeal,  because  foreign  powers  were  likely 
to  take  advantage  of  it,  for  the  propagation  of  discord.  Poul- 
tier  said,  "  If  I  wished  for  the  revival  of  royalty,  I  would  say 
yes:  but,  as  I  am  a  republican,  I  say  ;20."  Aoust  gave  the  same 
vote,  because  the  revolution  was  not  completed.  Massieu  al- 
leged, as  a  reason  for  his  negative,  an  apprehension  of  the  effect 
of  English  guineas,  German  florins,  and  Spanish  piastres,  and 
also  a  dread  of  civil  war.  Anacharsis  Cloots,  a  Prussian  en- 
thusiast, said,  "  I  know  no  other  sovereign  than  the  human 
race  ;  that  is,  universal  reason.     I  say  7/0." 

.10  Histoire  du  dernier  Regne  chap.  u. 
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Bourdon  d  I'Oise  argued,  that,  as  a  judgment  was  an  appli- 
cation of  the  law,  and  the  law  was  the  general  will,  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  have  recourse  to  the  sovereign  power  for  the  ap- 
plication of  its  o.vn  already-understood  will.  Manuel  said, 
"  As  much  for  the  honor  as  for  the  safety  of  the  people,  I  de- 
mand their  sanction.''  Billaud- Varennes  thought,  that  no  one 
ought  to  hesitate  in  this  case,  as  the  elder  Brutus  did  not  scru- 
ple to  sacrifice  even  his  own  children.  Marat  accused  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  appeal,  of  being  the  tyrant's  accomplices.  "  De- 
legated individuals  (said  Couthon)  have  no  right  to  transform 
the  constituent  power  into  a  simple  constituted  authority.  Such 
conduct  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  general  welfare,  and 
would  lead  the  republic  into  an  abyss  of  evils."  Bancal  said, 
that,  as  individual  wills  were  contending  against  the  general  will, 
the  only  means  of  extinguishing  such  factious  contests,  would 
be  an  appeal  to  the  will  of  the  nation  ;  that  as  a  more  serious 
war  than  that  of  the  j)receding  year  was  approaching,  the  peo- 
ple, to  support  it,  mu.^t  rise  in  a  body  ;  that  a  sense  of  this  dan- 
ger would  tend  to  strengthen  the  national  union  and  the  indivi- 
sibility of  the  republic  ;  but  that  no  danger  would  attend  the 
consultation  of  the  primary  assemblies  on  the  fate  of  Louis. — 
Biroteau,  dreading  the  attempts  of  ambitious  men  to  rise  upon 
the  fall  of  Louis  to  individual  power,  and  having  a  better  opini- 
on of  the  people  than  to  suppose  that  the  majority  were  either 
aristocrats  or  factious  men,  wished  for  the  appeal.  "  Justice, 
reason,  and  policy,"  said  Laurent,  "  require  that  we  should  de- 
finitely judge  Louis." 

Gorsas  pointedly  observed,  that,  as  royalty  and  faction  could 
not  be  legally  or  effectually  swept  away  from  the  territory  of  the 
republic  before  the  people  had  declared  that  they  would  neither 
have  kings  nor  factions,  nor  be  subject  to  any  species  of  tyran- 
ny,— as  the  mere  idea  of  an  eventual  civil  war  from  an  appeal 
was  an  insult  to  the  nation, — as  such  a  reference  would  on  the 
contrary  be  a  due  homage  to  that  sovereignty  which  he  much 
more  sincerely  and  cordially  acknowledged,  than  those  who  had 
the  phrase  continually  in  their  mouths, — and  as,  amidst  the 
dangers  of  anarchy,  it  was  a  mark  of  courage  to  give  a  vote 
contradictory  to  the  wishes  and  destructive  of  the  aims  of  anar- 
chists,— he  insisted  on  the  subjection  uf  the  case  to  popular  de- 
liberation. 

Being  of  opinion  that  the  people  ought  never  to  act  as  judges, 
Boileau  affected  to  prophesy,  that,  if  the  convention  should  ap- 
peal to  them,  they  would  be  seduced  by  aristocratic  intrigues  to 
exercise  an  indulgence  which  might  have  ruinous  consequences; 
that  anarchy  would  thus  be  prolonged  ;  that  the  precinct  of  the 
Temple  would  be  the  garden  of  the  Hesperides;  Louis  would  be 

Vol.  V.  F  f 
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the  golden  lleece  ;  and  all  the  aristocrats,  at  home  and  abroad, 
would  incessantly  endeavour,  like  so  many  Ar<^onauts,  to  obtain 
the  prize  to  the  mischievous  annoyance  of  good  citizens. 

When  the  numbers  were  reckoned,  it  appeared  that  the  vio- 
lent party  had  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  not 
so  ample  as  to  be  sufficient  for  the  honorable  attainment  of  it's 
purpose,  but  adequate  t(j  the  accomplishment  of  its  sinister  vievvs. 
The  votes  were,  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  against  the  ap- 
peal, and  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  for  it. 

The  mode  of  punishment  furn  ed  the  third  question.  Royer 
thus  commenced  the  debate :  "  The  result  of  deliberation  I  res- 
pect, whatever  the  opinion  may  be.  In  abolishing  loyalty,  we 
have  decreed  the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  republic  :  we 
have  recognised  the  sovereignty  of  the  people :  u  e  have  deman- 
ded their  sanction  to  the  constitution.  I  was  inclined  to  think 
that  my  duty  to  my  constituents,  required  me  to  consult  them 
upon  the  judgment  which  we  are  going  to  pronounce  :  but,  as 
you  have  not  allowed  such  an  appeal,  I  vote  for  the  confinement 
of  Louis  during  the  war,  and  for  his  banishment  at  the  ret'  rn 
of  peace.*'  Condorcet  said,  "  Death  is  the  usual  punishment  of 
conspirators ;  but,  as  such  a  sentence  is  repugnant  to  my  prin- 
ciples, 1  never  will  concur  in  it.  For  detention  I  cannot  vote, 
as  there  is  no  law  for  it.  I  therefore  propose  the  infliction  of 
the  severest  punishnient  in  the  penal  code,  that  cannot  effect 
life."  Dupin  agreed  to  this  proposition,  from  a  dread  of  the 
factious  convulsions  which  would  follow  the  capital  condemna- 
tion of  Louis.  Serres  exclaimed,  "  I  love  my  country  ;  I  hate 
t\  rants  ;  and  I  have  a  conscience.  Thus  impelled,  I  vote  for 
imprisonment  and  subsequent  exile.*'  Saint-Martin  said,  "  I 
am  content  that  Louis  should  live,  because  his  pretentions  to 
royalty  will  not  be  dangerous  while  they  rest  on  that  contempti- 
ble head.  Let  him  remain  a  prisoner."  Gaston  said,  "  In  my 
opinion,  reason,  justice,  humanity,  the  laws,  heaven,  and  earth, 
condemn  Louis  to  death."  Rabaut  recommended  detention  and 
banishmentb,  because  the  example  of  a  tyrant  suffered  to  live  in 
ingnominy  would  afford  a  more  instructive  lesson  to  the  world 
than  that  of  his  death.  "  I  wish  to  disj)lay  to  my  contrymen," 
he  added,  "  not  the  ferocity  of  a  murderous  tiger,  but  the  dis- 
dainful cour;ge  of  a  licju,"  Lobchet,  boasting  of  his  consciencious 
regard  for  justice  and  the  public  interest,  proposed  that  Louis 
should  be  put  to  death  w  ithin twenty-four  hours.  Du-Prat  voted 
for  the  deaili  of  the  traitor.  Barbaroux,  besides  concurring  in 
thi.t  vote,  wished  for  the  expulsion  of  the  whole  family  of  Bour- 
bon. Du-mont  thought,  that  the  execution  of  Louis  would  pro- 
voke a  diingtrous  war,  and  that  it  was  politic  to  keep  him  as  a 
hostage  for  tiie  neuirality  of  Great-Britain,  Holland,  and  Spain^'. 

31  Histoire  du  dernier  Regne,  chap.  12. 
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No  punishment  less  severe  than  death,  seemed  to  Bazire,  to 
promise  tranquillity  to  the  repul)lic.  L'lidet  protested  a^jainst 
moderation,  as  onlv  serving  to  embolden  t\ rants,  and  lead  to 
mischief;  and  De  la  Croix  reprobated  ihat  p-cirtiality  which 
would  save  a  royal  offender,  and  condemn  an  ordinary  conspi- 
rator. 

Brissot  lamented  the  rejection  of  the  motion  of  appeal,  say- 
ing, *'  The  evil  genius  which  influenced  the  maj'irity  so  to  vote, 
has  prei)ared  incaIcuLii:)le  mischiefs  for  France."  He  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  in  confinement  he  saw  the  germ  of  troubles, 
and,  in  a  sentence  of  death,  the  signal  of  a  dreadful  war,  which 
might  be  prevented  by  an  appeal  to  the  people,  as  the  tyrants 
would  be  constrained  to  respect  a  j.>dgment  sanctioned  by  a 
whole  nation.  He  had  long  reflected  on  that  kind  of  punishinent 
which  would  mosteffccliiallv  tendto  unite  justice  with  the  inililic 
interest;  and  he  was  inclined  to  vote  for  death,  with  the  proviso 
suggested  by  Louvet, — that  it  should  be  postponed  until  the 
people  should  have  accepted  the  new  constitution.  This  suspen- 
sion, he  thouc_ht,  would  put  the  judgment  of  the  convention  un- 
der the  national  shield,  give  it  an  air  of  disinterestedness  and 
magnanimity,  and  secure  to  it  that  weight  and  sanction  which 
would  tend  to  allay  internal  commfUions,  and  repel  external  in- 
sults and  injuries.  *'  My  opinion,"  he  added,  "  will  be  calum- 
niated :  but  I  will  answer  all  calumnies  by  an  irreproachable 
life,  by  honourable  poverty,  and  by  an  indefatigable  zeal  f  jr  the 
maintenance  of  a  system  of  order,  without  which  a  republic  is 
only  a  den  of  brigands.  Upon  this  point  I  insist :  if  we  do  not 
extirpate  that  disorganising  principle  which  now  assails  us,  the 
republic  will  soon  cease  to  exist." 

Vergniaud  and  Guadet  admitted,  that  death  was  the  punish- 
ment decreed  by  law  for  the  offences  of  which  Louis  had  been 
guilty;  but  both  concurred  with  Mailhe  in  recommending  a  sub- 
sequent deliberation  of  the  assembly  on  the  expediency  of  en- 
forcing, or  suspending,  the  execution  of  such  a  sentence.  Cam- 
baceres  wished  for  a  suspension  until  hostilities  should  cease  ; 
but,  if  France  should  be  actually  invaded,  he  was  willing  to 
acquiesce  in  an  immediate  enforcement  of  the  law. 

The  opinion  of  Robespierre  was  anticipated  by  every  one.  He 
ridiculed  that  distinction  between  a  judge  and  a  representative 
politician,  which  found  an  individual  guilty,  and  would  yet  for- 
bear to  inflict  merited  punishment.  "  I  cannot,"  he  added,  "  so 
far  outrage  reason  and  justice  as  to  deem  the  life  of  a  despot 
more  valuable  than  that  of  a  simple  citizen,  or  torture  my  un- 
derstanding to  devise  the  means  of  rescuing  the  greatest  of  cri- 
minals from  the  punishment  pronounced  by  law  for  offences  com- 
paratively trivial.  I  am  inflexible  toward  oppressors,  because 
I  feel  compassion  for  the  oppressed.     I  am  not  inspired  with 
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that  kindof  humanity  which  puts  the  people  to  death,  and  spares 
the  hves  of  despots.  No  dread  of  the  appearance  of  future  or 
unknown  tyrants  ought  to  prevent  me  from  condemning  one  who 
has  been  convicted  by  an  almost  unanimous  assembly.  Real  or 
imaginary  factions  are  no  reasons  for  sparing  him  ;  for  such  in- 
dulgence tends  rather  to  multiply  them.  I  advise  you,  in  the 
first  place  to  crush  the  king's  faction;  and,  secondly,  to  erect 
and  consolidate  the  republican  edifice  upon  the  ruin  of  all  anti- 
popular  parties.'' 

Danton  would  allow  no  compromise  with  a  tyrant :  Collet 
d'Herbois  affirmed,  that  the  death  for  which  he  conscientiously 
voted  would  be  the  means  of  destroying  all  factions  :  Camilla 
desMoulins  hinted,  that  the  sentence  which  he  hoped  would  now 
be  pronounced,  would  be  too  late  for  the  honor  of  the  convention; 
an  unfeeling  and  illiberal  insinuation,  for  which  he  was  called 
to  order  bv  some  of  his  indignant  hearers.  M.  Egalite  (for  the 
duke  of  Orleans  had  assumed  that  name)  said,  "  Solely  intent 
on  my  duty,  and  convinced  that  all  who  inxade  and  counteract 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  deserve  death,  I  vote  for  the  in- 
fliction of  that  punishment,"  The  cool  barbarity  of  this  be- 
trayer of  his  family,  disgusted  every  moderate  member  of  the 
convention. 

"  If  the  manners  of  the  French,''  said  Barrere,  "  were  suffi- 
ciently mild,  and  public  education  sufficiently  perfected,  to  admit 
a  high  improvement  of  social  institutions,  1  would  vote  for  the 
abolition  of  capital  punishment,  and  give  an  opinion  less  bar- 
barous than  that  which  the  existing  law  now  obliges  me  to  pro- 
nounce." It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  the  blood-thirsty  Robes- 
pierre had  hypocritically  proposed  to  the  constituent  assembly 
that  abolition  which  some  humane  philosophers  have  recom- 
mended. "  By  natural  as  \\ell  as  positive  law,"  Barrere  added, 
*'  he  who  unjustly  causes  human  blood  to  flow,  is  deemed  a 
proper  object  of  exemplary  and  capital  severity.  To  this  consi- 
deration I  sacrifice  the  mildness  of  my  private  sentiments." 

"  Faithful  to  the  declaration  of  rights,"  said  Ferraud,  "  I 
vote  for  deat'i." — Chasset  did  not  concur  in  the  policy  of  such  a 
sentence,  however  just  it  might  be ;  and  he  therefore  recom- 
mended the  confinement  of  Louis  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Patrin 
affirnied,  with  an  unfeeling  disregard  to  truth,  ihat  the  accused 
prince  had  deserved  death  a  thousand  times;  but  he  added,  that, 
as  the  misfortunes  and  innocence  of  the  son  might  render  him 
an  object  of  compassion  and  interest  after  the  father's  death,  it 
would  be  prudent  to  avoid  the  infliction  of  capital  punishment. 
The  clerical  revolutionist  Sieyes,  the  metaphysical  advocate  of 
the  rights  of  man,  voted  for  death  satis  phrase,  without  entering 
into  any  discussion.  Pocholle,  adverting  to  the  apprehended  at- 
tempts of  some  ambitious  man  to  acquire  the  sovereignty  after 
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the  death  of  Louis,  could  not  conceive  how  the  chastisement  of  a 
tyrant  could  operate  as  an  encouragement  to  usurpation  ;  nor 
could  he  believe  that  the  French  would  be  so  mean  as  to  sijbmit 
to  a  new  tyrant,  when  they  still  shuddered  at  the  recollection  ot 
their  slavery. — In  the  sequel  of  the  history,  my  son,  you  will 
find  that  M.  Pocholle  had  not  the  gift  of  prophecy. 

The  votes  being  calculated,  it  was  announced  that  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  members  had  voted  absolutely  for  death; 
thirty-five  for  the  same  punishment  conditionally  ;  and  three 
hundred  and  twenty-two  for  detention.  This  calculation  being 
deemed  inaccurate  by  some  members,  all  were  required  to  re- 
peat their  suffrages  ;  and  it  then  appeared,  that  three  hundred 
and  sixty-one  (or  according  to  some  accounts,  three  hundred 
and  sixty-six),  voted  peremptorily  for  death,  out  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  deputies  who  were  present^^  When  the 
president  had  pronounced  the  fatal  j.-.dgment,  a  respite  was  de- 
manded ;  and  the  debates  were  renewed  with  spirit. 

It  was  urged  by  Cordorcet,  that  prudence  and  policy  required 
a  suspension  of  the  enforcement  of  the  severe  decree,  as  the  des- 
pots who  were  unfriendly  to  the  revolution  would  be  enabled, 
by  the  horror  which  an  act  of  regicide  would  excite,  to  injure 
the  new  republic.  Casenave  said,  that  such  an  act  would  not 
only  be  the  signal  for  intestine  convulsions,  but  for  the  hostile 
movements  of  all  Europe.  Biirbaroux,  on  the  other  hand,  main- 
tained that,  as  the  decree  had  been  pronounced,  it  ougiu  to  be 
carried  into  effect  without  delay  ;  for  tlie  desired  respite  would 
not  save  France  from  the  intended  hostilities  of  the  powers  that 
detested  herrevolution  :  and  Thuriot  strongly  opposed  a  respite, 
as  it  might  afford  to  the  tyrant  the  means  of  escape. 

Buzot  called  the  attention  of  the  assembly  to  a  point  which 
he  thought  highly  important.  No  decision,  he  justly  observed, 
ought  to  prevail  in  a  case  of  death,  unless  it  should  be  pro- 
nounced by  a  much  more  considerable  majority  than  that  which 
the  ascertained  calculation  of  votes  exhibited.  He  hinted  that, 
if  every  member  had  been  uninfluenced  by  faction  and  unawed 
by  terror,  even  the  small  majority  against  Louis  would  not  have 
been  obtained.  Brissot  called  for  a  respite,  not  only  because 
the  death  of  the  ci-devant  king  would  be  useless  to  the  cause  of 
liberty,  but  because  it  would  give  the  tyrants  of  Europe  an  ojjptjr 
tunity  of  rendering  the  war  popular  among  their  subjects.  Tho- 
mas Paine,  whose  republican  zeal  had  procured  for  an  English 
outlaw  a  seat  among  the  representatives  of  France,  did  not  think 
that  the  interest  of  the  new  government  required  the  death  of 

32  For  (leti-mion,  awl  banishment  on  Ihe  conclusion  of  peace,  or  for  immediate  exile,  or 
for  perpetual  imprisonment,  with  a  proviso  (from  many  of  the  tlepiuies)  for  the  infliction  ot 
death  it  the  country  shoidd  he  iiivadt-d,  two  huncU-ed  and  eighty-eigiit  votes  were  given,  an<l 
seventy-two  decreed  dtati),  hnl  with  a  respite. 
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Louis.  Liberty,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  more  effectually  pro- 
moted by  humanity,  moderation,  and  magnanimity,  than  by  v  in- 
dicti\e  rii^or  or  cruelty.  He  did  not  wish  tor  a  formal  appeal 
to  the  primary  assemblies  on  the  subject  ;  but,  as  a  new  consti- 
tution would  soon  be  offered  for  i^cneral  acceptance,  and  a  new 
national  assembly,  acquainted  v\  iththe  sentiments  of  the  people, 
would  succeed,  the  important  affair  mijj'ht  then  be  regularly 
decided.  Barrere  professed  to  argue  the  case  coollv  ;  and  he 
counteracted,  with  unfeeling  ease,  all  suspension  of  the  decreed 
punibhment^^ 

T  ,  g  The  votes  for  a  speedy  execution  of  the  sentence 
amounted  to  three  hundred  and  eighty  :  while  those  for 
a  postponement  to  various  periods  did  not  exceed  three  hundred 
and  ten.  It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  result  of  these  proceed- 
ings should  be  intimated  to  Louis,  and  that  he  should  suffer 
death  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  notification.  M.  De- 
Seze  now  came  forward  to  finish  his  duty,  as  an  advocate  for 
his  royal  master  ;  presenting  a  written  appeal  from  Louis  to  the 
nation,  against  that  judgment  of  its  representatives  which  im- 
j)utedto  him  such  crimes  as  he  was  not  conscious  of  having  com- 
mitted. The  paper  was  read,  uith'^ut  making  the  desired  im- 
pression. De-Seze  contended  for  the  propriety  of  attending  to 
so  reasonable  a  request ;  and,  adverting  to  the  sniall  majority, 
maintained  that,  as  the  penal  code  required  the  concurrence  of 
three-fourths  of  the  jurors  in  a  verdict  against  an  ordinary  in- 
dividual, there  ought  at  least  to  be  as  great  a  majority  in  the 
present  case.  Malesherbes  also  wished  to  call  the  assembly  to 
a  sense  of  justice;  but  he  found  himself  so  ctinfused,  that  he  re- 
quested to  be  heard  at  the  next  sitting,  as  his  idsas  would  by 
that  time  be  methodised  and  mtaured.  Robespierre  pardoned 
the  zeal  of  the  defenders  of  Louis,  but  declared  that  the  decree 
was  irrevocable,  and  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  be  called  in 
question.  A  reference  to  the  people,  besides  being  unnecessary, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  pregnant  with  mischief.  *'  I  therefore  de- 
sire, citizens,  (said  he,)  that  you  will  reject  the  pretended  appeal 
now  intimated  to  you,  as  repugnant  to  the  true  principles  of  pub- 
lic power,  to  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  the  authority  of  popu- 
lar representatives  ;  and  that  you  will  prohibit  every  person 
whatever  from  the  prosecution  of  it,  on  pain  of  being  brought  to 
justice  as  a  disturber  of  the  general  tranquillity."  Guadet  op- 
posed the  appeal,  as  leading  to  an  entire  revision  of  the  process. 
The  tribunal  which  had  already  pronounced  a  verdict  of  guilt, 
could  have  no  superior,  he  said,  in  the  hierarchy  of  judicial  or- 
der. No  ratification  was  requisite  ;  yet  the  affair  of  the  majo- 
rity might  be  reconsidered.  The  appeal  was  disallowed,  and 
no  farther  hearing  granted  to  the  defenders  of  Louis^*. 

S.1  Histoire  do  dernier  Regne,  chap.  13-  34  Ibid,  cliap.  t* 
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M.  de  Malesherbes,  from  whom  Louis  expected  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  against  him,  threw  himself  with  a  melancholy 
aspect  dt  the  feet  of  the  deposed  prince,  unable  from  emotion  to 
speak.  At  length  he  said,  "  The  fatal  judgment  cannot  be  con- 
cealed from  you." — "it  is  well,"  replied  Louis;  "I  am  no 
longer  in  suspense."  When  Clery,  his  faithful  valet^  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  sentence  might  be  superseded,  he  said,  "  I  do 
not  amuse  myself  with  hopes  ;  but  I  am  shocked  to  think  that 
one  of  my  oun  relatives  could  be  induced  to  vote  for  my  death." 
Clery  observed,  that  the  people  in  general  condemned  the  infa- 
mous conduct  of  M.  d'Orleans  :  that  loud  clamors  had  arisen  in 
the  city  against  the  convention  ;  and  that  a  popular  insurrection 
seemed  to  be  threatened.  "  I  deprecate,"  said  Louis,  "  such  a 
calamity;  for  then  diere  will  be  new  victims.  For  myself,  I  am 
not  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  death;  but  1  cannot  think,  with- 
out horror,  of  the  sufferings  to  which  my  familv,  and  all  who 
are  attached  to  me,  will  be  exposed.  The  people  I  fore>^e,  will 
be  a  prey  to  anarchy,  will  become  the  victims  ot  every  faction  ; 
crimes  will  succeed  crimes  ;  and  France  will  be  convulsed  with 
long  dissensions.  My  God  !  is  this  the  reward  for  all  my  sacri- 
fices, for  all  my  endeavours  to  ensure  the  happiness  of  the 
nation"  ?" 

The  late  decrees  of  the  convention  being  announced  to  Louis 
by  the  executive  council,  the  charge  of  conspiring  against  the 
people  excited  on  his  countenance  a  smile  of  contempt.  He 
heard  without  emotion  the  denunciation  of  death;  and,  having  in 
vain  requested  a  delay  of  three  days,  coolly  prepared  for  his 
fate.  With  his  family  he  had  an  affectionate  and  mournful  in- 
terview ;  and  he  promised  to  renew  it  in  the  morning,  but  his 
afflicted  wife,  his  sister,  and  his  children,  saw  him  no  more. 
He  slept  calmly  for  some  hours  ;  rose  early  ;  sent  for  his  con- 
fessor Edgeworth  ;  and  performed  devotional  exercises^^ 

Paris  resounded  with  the  beat  of  drums,  the  clash  of  j 
arms,  and  the  bustle  of  preparation.  The  gates  of  the  ^"* 
Temple  were  opened:  the  commandant  Santerre  entered,  with  a 
party  of  soldiers  and  some  municipal  officers.  Passing  slowly 
in  a  carriage  through  streets  lined  with  troops,  the  devoted  vic- 
tim arrived  with  his  confessor  at  the  Place  de  Louis  XV^  or  (as 
newly  styled)  the  Square  of  the  revolution.  As  soon  as  he  had 
alighted,  he  sternly  ordered  the  drummers  to  desist :  they  obey- 
ed; but  resumed  their  employment  at  the  more  authoritative  com-' 
mand  of  Santerre.  Finding  that  he  could  not  be  heard,  he  ex- 
claimed, <'  What  treason  !  I  am  ruined  !"  He  knelt  down  to  re- 
ceive the  last  blessing  from  the  priest,  and  then  with  a  firm  step 

35  Journal  de  ce  qui  s'est  passe  a  la  Taiir  du  Temple,  i>en<lant la  Ciptivite  dc  J.otiis  XVI. 
par  M .  Clery. 

36  Joarnai,  par  ]M.  Q\^Yy. 
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mounted  the  scaffold.  He  seemed  to  feel  a  sudden  shock  when 
one  o*  the  execiitionr-rbbei^an  to  bind  his  hands;  but,  recovering 
himself,  he  said,  "  You  may  do  whatever  you  please."  He  then 
fnade  a  signal  for  a  cessation  of  drummint^,  and  said,  in  a  spirit- 
ed tone,  "  I  die  perfectly  innocent  of  all  the  pretended  crimes  of 
w  hich  I  am  accused.  I  fors^ive  those  who  have  caused  my  mis- 
fortunes. I  even  hope  that  the  effusion  of  my  blood  will  contri- 
bute to  the  happiness  of  France".  And,  you,  unfortunate  peo- 
ple''  The  progress  of  his  speech  v\  as  stopped  by  the  brutal 

commandant,  \^  ho  called  out,  "  I  brought  you  hither  not  to  ha- 
rangue, but  to  die."  The  drums  again  thundered  ;  the  execu- 
tioners rudely  took  hold  of  him,  and  fixed  him'  upon  the  plank; 
and  he  was  instandy  decapitated. 

The  first  misfortune  of  this  prince,  arose  from  that  jealousy 
which  had  usually  prompted  the  French  court  to  withhold,  from 
the  heir  of  the  crown,  all  concern  in  the  administration.  Aftrr  he 
had  ascended  the  throne,  that  misfortune  long  remained  without 
an  adequate  remedy:  for  the  count  de  Maurepas,  taking  advan- 
tage of  his  sovereign's  inexperience,  studiously  kept  him  in  the 
back-ground,  and  treated  him  as  a  child  or  a  cypher,  rather  than 
as  a  man  or  a  king.  Yet,  when  Louis  ventured  to  display  him- 
self, or  to  act  without  ccmtrol,  he  generally  manifested  sense  and 
knowledge.     If  he  had  checked  the  prodigalitv  of  his  brothers 
and  the  rapacity  of  his  courtiers,  his  own  prudence  and  econo- 
my might  have  averted  the  ruin  of  his  finances.     If,  instead  of 
yielding  to  the  importunities  of  his  counsellors,  he  had  observed 
a  strict  neutrality  during  the  American  war,  the  horrors  of  the 
revolution  might  have  been  avoided.  He  was  ill  served  by  the 
majority  of  his  ministers  :  and  his  people  made  an  ill  return  for 
that  regard  \\  hich  he  showed  to  their  interest.   His  gei^.eral  con- 
duct falsified  the  imputation  of  tyranny:  and  his  convocation  of 
the  states-general,  so  long  discontinued,  ought  alone  to  have  se- 
cured him  from  the  murderous  rage  of  faction.  He  thus  afford- 
ed to  his  people  an  opportunity  of  correcting  gross  abuses,  and 
even  of  framing  a  new  constitution.  It  may  be  said,  that  he  did 
not  spontaneously  assemble  the  states  of  his  realm,  and  that,  in 
this  respect,  he  reluctantly  comj)lied  with  the  general  wish.  But, 
if  he  had  been  (as  the  orators  of  the  convention  styled  him)  a 
tyrant,  he  might,  as  easily  have  precluded  the  session  of  the 
states,  as  Louis  XV.  prevented  the  parliaments  from  continuing 
to  sit.  He  was  disposed,  however,  to  yield  to  the  desires  of  his 
jTCople  ;  from  whom,  in  return,  he  only  met  with  ingratitude. 

The   murder  of  Louis  excited  general  horror.     Despotic 
princes  would  have  inveighed  against  the  atrocity  of  the  act, 

3"  "  Jc  mi'urs  parfnitt-'ment  innocent  de  tons  les  prtiteiulus  crimes  tlont  on  m'a  >  li;«i^. 
.If  pardonne  a  ivux  qui  sent  la  cause  (if  m«es  inlortiiii'S.  J'espt-re  meme  que  refftision  de 
mou  sang  contribueia  au  bonUeur  de  la  France."     Histoire  du  dernier  Rcgue.chap.  15, 
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even  if  the  royal  sufferer  had  been  a  blood-thirsty  tyrant :  but 
all  tjovernments concurred  incondennnino;  the  conduct  of  the  re- 
gicides. The  voice  of  detestation,  however,  did  not  check  the 
career  of  the  sanguinary  faction;  nor  did  the  Girondists,  whose 
want  of  spirit  had  given  the  Jacobins  an  opportunity  of  triumph- 
ing over  the  king,  neglect  the  means  of  a  vigorous  hostility,  as 
they  foresaw  that  the  war  would  soon  be  extended.  They  con- 
cluded, from  the  dismission  of  Chauvelin,  that  the  indignation 
of  his  Britannic  majesty  against  revolutionary  regicides  would 
prompt  him  to  take  arms,  and  therefore  resolved  to  accelerate, 
what  they  could  not  long  prevent. 

A  report  from  the  co.nmittee  of  general  defence,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  British  court,  was  presented  to  the  convention 
by  Brissot,  who,  inveighing  against  the  inimical  spirit  and  hos- 
tile views  of  his  majesty  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  enumer- 
ating their  various  "  acts  of  aggression,"  proposed  21  -p  i  , 
declaration  of  war  on  the  ground  of  self  defence.  The 
proposal  was  received  with  applause,  and  a  consequent  decree 
promulgated^^ 

The  court  of  Madrid,  which  had  interceded  in  behalf  of 
Louis,  now  manifested  an  inclination  to  take  arms  against  the 
French.  It  was  therefore  declared  by  the  convention,  that  "  the 
■^1.  u  -7  republic  was  at  war  with  the  king  of  Spain  :''  and 
'  strict  orders  w  ere  given  to  the  executive  council  to 
repel  every  aggression,  and  support  the  dignity  and  interest  of 
the  nation. 

Amidst  the  contests  of  party,  a  conspiracy  was  at  this  time 
formed,  of  which  different  accounts  have  been  given.  It  has 
been  severallv  attributed  to  the  royalists,  to  the  Brissotins,  to 
the  Jacobins  ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  contrived  by  the  last 
of  these  factions  and  by  the  Cordeliers,  who  wished  for  the 
speedy  overthrow  of  the  Girondists.  An  insurrection  for  that 
purpose  was  intended  to  commence  at  Paris ;  and  it  was  to  be 
diffused  am.ong  the  departments,  wherever  the  adherents  of 
Brissot  had  the  chief  power.  Some  movements  were  made  by 
the  conspirators  :  but  the  ministers  w  ere  upon  their  guard, 
troops  were  ready  for  defence,  and  the  violent  scheme  proved 
abortive". 

To  the  influence  of  the  Jacobins,  who  had  not  so  matured  this 
conspiracy  as  to  render  it  effectual,  may  be  ascribed  the  forma- 
tion of  a  revolutionary  tribunal,  from  w  hich  no  a])peal  was  al- 
lowed. It  was  decreed  that  the  judges  of  this  court,  as  well  as 
the  public  accuser,  should  be  appointed  by  the  convention;  and 

3S  See  the  remarks  on  the  question  of  aggression,  in  Letter  X. 
39  Memoiics  siu-  la  lievolution,  \y»v  J.  D.  Garat. 

Vol.  V.  Gg 
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that  the  verdict  in  every  trial  should  be  pronounced  by  twelve 
jurors  or  three  substitutes. 

By  the  interest  of  the  Girondine  party,  an  order  was  soon  after 
procured  from  the  convention,  for  the  arrest  of  the  members  of 
a  committee  self-styled  that  of  insurrection^  The  object  of  this 
decree  was  well  understood  :  but  Garat  pretended  that  no  such 
committee  existed.  He  had  not  the  courage  or  (as  he  says)  the 
means  of  arresting  the  Jacol)in  club,  to  which  the  order  evident- 
ly referred.  That  club,  indeed,  and  its  extensive  ramifications, 
had  shot  forth  with  such  potent  luxuriancy,  as  to  defy  all  at- 
tempts at  eradication,  except  from  hearts  and  hands  endued 
with  the  most  determined  vigor. 


LETTER  X. 


A  view  of  the  affairs  of  Great-Britain^  fom  the  Peace  of  1783  ^ 
to  the  Commencement  of  the  TFar,  in  1793,  betiveen  that  king- 
dom and  the  French  Republic. 

THE  articles  of  peace  were  condemned  by  the  spirit  of 
party,  rather  than  by  unbiassed  reason  and  argument. 

The  aspiring  Fox  had  formed  a  coalition  with  lord  North, 
that  he  might  force  his  way  into  the  cabinet.  He  became  the 
friend  of  one  whom  he  had  frequently  called  the  enemy  of  his 
country,  and  was  glad  to  profit  by  the  assistance  of  men  who 
had  shown  themselves  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  to  that  constitution  which  he  professed  to  admire.  The  two 
factions  who  thus  coalesced  against  the  Shelburne  party,  vilified 
the  j)reliminary  treaty  ;  and,  by  procuring  a  majority  in  the 
house  of  commons,  constrained  the  king  to  discard  the  ministers 
who  had  superintended  the  negotiation.  It  may  here  be  observ- 
ed, that  the  peace  of  the  year  1763,  was  inadequate  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  war  which  preceded  it;  that  of  the  year  1783  was 
less  censurable,  because  it  followed  an  ill-conducted  and  unfor- 
tunate war. 

The  successor  of  lord  Shelburne  was  the  duke  of  Portland*. 


sane* 
ail 
ted 


1  Abftve  fife  \ve»-kselnpseil  from  ihe  condi  mnntion  of  the  peace,  before  his  majesty  sa 
lioiiiMl  the  »r»'utiseniciits  jiroposeil  liy  Mr.  Fox  ;  ami  the  party  found  it  necessary  to  vole 
a(!i!n  ss,  rcqiusliiig  ihat  li)f  kinj;  would  take  into  his  serious  consideration  "  the  distracu- 
am;  unieit'fd  siMle  of  the  eni|iiri',  alter  a  lonj;  and  exiiaustiii'^  war,"' and  conipiy  witli  the 
Avibhrs  ol  ilic  house,  "  hy  forming  an  aihninistration  entitled  to  the  coiilidence  of  the  peo- 
ple.'' As  I'le  I  oval  aiiswer  was  not  sufiiciently  explicit,  the  earl  of  Surrey  proposed  an  ad- 
dr.  ss  couched  in  more  foicihle  and  peremptory  terms;  to  which  the  majoril}'  would  have 
apeed,  if  it  had  not  been  hinted  that  the  sovereign  was  on  the  point  of  yielding  to  the  desire 


of  llie  houi^ 
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Lord  John  Cavendish  regained  his  former  post :  Mr.  Fox  and 
lord  North  were  the  two  secretaries  of  state  ;  and  lord  Stornnont 
was  appointed  president  of  the  council.  The  duke  of  Manches- 
ter was  sent  to  France  to  conclude  definitive  treaties  on  the 
basis  of  the  prelinimaries  ;  for  the  new  ministers  thought  tiiem- 
selves  bound  to  adhere  even  to  articles  which  they  highly  dis- 
approved. The  prohibitions  of  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
thirteen  provinces  were  revoked ;  and  the  king  was  authorised 
to  regulate  the  intercourse. 

The  new  ministry  paid  little  attention  to  those  objects  of  re- 
form which  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party  had  frequendy  represented 
as  necessary.  A  bill  was  enacted  for  the  regulation  of  the  ex- 
chequer by  a  reduction  of  salaries  and  perquisites  ;  but  its  ten- 
dency to  a  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  crown  was  very 
inconsiderable.  A  more  general  Ijill  ol  reform  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Pitt ;  but  though  it  was  suffered  to  pass  through  the 
house  of  commons,  it  did  not  so  far  obtain  the  support  of  the 
cabinet,  as  to  make  its  way  through  the  upper  house. 

A  great  share  of  ministerial  attention  \\  as  devoted  to  the  af- 
fairs of  British  India.  The  government  of  that  country,  and 
the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  company,  required  a 
change  of  system  to  secure  the  establishment.  To  prevent  the 
mischiefs  which  might  flow  from  the  unrestrained  career  of  the 
directors,  Mr.  Fox  proposed  that  the  authority  of  those  incapa- 
ble managers  should  be  suspended,  and  that  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  parliament  should  enjoy  full  power  of  superin- 
tendence and  control.  The  scheme  being  adopted  by  the  caJM- 
net,  two  bills  were  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  both  houses. 
One  prescribed  a  variety  of  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the 
governors  of  India  and  the  other  servants  of  the  company, 
while  the  second  transferred,  to  seven  friends  of  the  ministry^, 
a  degree  of  power  which  ambition  might  envy,  and  provided  for 
their  continuance  in  the  directorial  functions  during  four  years, 
without  the  riscjue  of  being  superseded,  unless  an  address  should 
be  voted  by  either  house,  requesting  the  king  to  dismiss  them. 

The  opponents  of  the  coalition  attacked,  with  great  asperity, 
the  bill  which  thus  encroached  on  the  rights  of  the  company. — 
They  inveighed  against  what  they  termed  the  bold  iniquity  and 
dangerous  ambition  of  the  minister,  who  wished  to  disfranchise 
a  chartered  body  without  proof  of  guilt,  and  to  secure  to  him- 
self an  extent  of  power  and  patronage  which  might  enable  him 
to  over-awe  his  sovereign.  These  points  were  urged  with  great 
eloquence,  but  not  with  such  eflfect  as  to  convince  the  majority 
of  the  impropriety  of  suspending  the  operation  of  a  charter 

2  EarlFifzwilliam,  Mv.  Frederic  Montagu,  loid  Lewisham,sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  sir  Henry 
Fletcher,  Mr.  Robert  Gregory,  and  the  cifk'il  eun  of  lord  North. 
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^vhich  had  been  grossly  abused  (particularly  one  which,  by  the 
grant  of  a  monopoly,  interferred  u  ith  general  rights,)  or  to  ex- 
cite an  apprehension,  that  the  balance  of  constitutional  po-*.  er 
M  ould  be  lost.  The  bill,  being  voted  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  six,  uas  sent  to  the  peers  ;  by  whom,  though  it  was 
strongly  supported  by  many  resjjectable  members  of  their  house, 
it  was  rejected  as  a  violent  measure'. 

As  it  was  known  that  the  declared  opinion  of  the  king,  on 
the  subject  rf  this  bill,  had  principally  occasioned  its  failure, 
the  advocates  for  the  scheme  resoh  ed  to  stigmatise  a  conduct 
\Ahich  was  deenied  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution;  and, 
by  a  considerable  majc.-rity,  a  vote  of  censure  was  pronounced. 
The  courtier  who  had  privately  reported  the  opinion  of  his 
sovereign,  was  carl  Temple,  who  at  the  same  time  advised  that 
Air.  Pitt  should  be  taken  into  his  majesty's  service. 

Disgusted  at  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Fox  and  lord  North,  the 
kirti,  sent  a  messenger  to  require  their  instant  resignation  ;  and 
the  marquis  of  Carmarthen  and  Mr.  Townshend  (created  baron 
Sydney)  were  the  new  secretaries.  Lord  Thurlow,  who  had 
^varmly  opposed  the  Indian  bill,  was  again  declared  chancellor 
of  the  realm  ;  and  earl  Gow  er  w  as  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
privy  council,  while  the  eloquent  son  of  the  first  earl  of  Chat- 
ham, young  in  point  of  existence,  but  supposed  to  be  old  in 
wisdom,  was  appointed  to  the  direction  of  the  treasury,  and  to 
the  chief  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  great  nation. 

The  leaders  of  the  coalition,  confiding  in  their  parliamentary 
strength,  resolved  to  obstruct  the  career  of  their  rivals  by  spi- 
rited and  vigorous  efforts.  They  procured,  from  the  majority 
of  the  commons,  an  address  against  a  prorogation  or  dissolution 
T"84-  of  the  parliament.  The  business  of  the  treasury  was 
impeded  byrestrictivevotes:  the  bill  againstmutiny 
was  deferred  :  a  bill  framed  b}  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  British  India,  was  exploded  ;  and  strong  resolutions 
were  fulminated  against  the  court,  for  encouraging  ministers 
who  did  not  enjoy  'he  confidence  of  an  assembly  that  represent- 
ed the  nation  and  spoke  the  sense  of  the  people.  But,  as  the 
king  found  that  the  house  did  not  on  this  occasion  utter  the  po- 
pular voice,  he  firmly  resisted  every  appliciuor;  for  a  change ; 
and  his  perseverance  subdued  the  sj)irit  of  his  adversaries,  who 
did  not  dare  to  withhold  the  supplies  requisite  for  the  public 
service. 

The  strength  of  the  party,  although  the  number  of  its  sup- 
porters had  gradually  declined  during  the  contest,  appeared  to 
the  court  to  be  sufficiently  formidable  to  require  an  appeal  to 

3  The  flifFcrcnce  of  votes  did  not  exceed  nineteen,  ninety-five  being  against  the  bill,  and 
seventy-six  for  it. 
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the  people  ;  and,  when  a  dissolution  had  resulted  from  the  law- 
ful exercise  of  the  prerogative,  so  many  of  the  friends  of  the 
two  discarded  secretaries  were  succeeded  by  politicians  of  the 
opposite  party,  that  Mr.  Pitt  considered  himself  as  securely 
established  in  the  plenitude  of  power. 

After  a  tumultuous  contest  for  Westminster,  Mr.  Fox  would 
have  been  excluded  from  the  house  by  a  scrutiny  which  one  of 
his  opponents  demanded,  if  an  admiration  of  his  abilities  and 
supposed  patriotism  had  not  procured  him  the  unexpected  honor 
of  being  elected  for  some  associated  boroughs  in  North-Britain. 
He  accused  Mr.  Pitt  of  having  endeavoured  to  disgrace  him 
from  motives  of  malignant  animosity ;  and  the  debates  on  the 
subject  were  embittered  by  the  acrimony  of  reproach.  Ashamed 
of  the  prolongation  of  the  scrutiny,  the  house  (but  not  before 
the  next  year)  ordered  the  high  bailiff  to  close  it;  and,  in  the  re- 
turn signed  by  that  officer,  Mr.  Fox  was  declared  member  with 
sir  Samuel  Hood,  who  had  acquired  fame  and  an  Irish  peerage 
by  his  exertions  in  the  West  Indies. 

The  chief  points  stated  in  the  royal  speech,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  were  these  : — the  expediency  of  checking  *'  the 
alarming  progress  of  frauds  in  the  revenue,"  and  the  propriety 
of  adjusting  the  affairs  of  the  India  company,  which  formed 
"  an  object  of  deliberation  deeply  connected  with  general  inter- 
ests of  this  country." 

To  the  repression  of  clandestine  trade  three  statutes  were  di- 
rected. One  of  these  acts  allowed  the  officers  of  the  revenue  to 
make  seizures  as  far  as  six  leagues  from  the  coast,  and  restrict- 
ed the  building  arid  arming  of  vessels.  By  another  bill,  the  du- 
ties on  British  spirits,  and  on  those  which  might  be  imported 
from  the  West  Indies,  were  so  modified  as  to  render  smuggling 
less  likely  to  be  risqued  ;  and,  by  the  third  act,  tea,  the  favorite 
beverage  of  the  nation,  was  only  taxed  in  a  comparatively  small 
degree  ;  but  the  people  were  obliged  to  pay  for  this  reduction 
of  duty,  as,  in  lieu  of  it,  the  admission  of  the  common  benefit 
of  light  into  a  house  was  additionally  charged.  These  mea- 
sures had  a  considerable  effect  in  checking  fraudulent  evasions 
of  dutv. 

The  India  bill  of  reform  was  strongly  contested.  It  seems  to 
have  been  the  original  uish  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  transfer  to  the  crown 
the  influence  which  Mr.  Fox  would  have  given  to  the  two 
houses,  and  to  render  the  company  entirely  dependent  on  minis- 
terial commissioners  appointed  by  the  king :  but  he  condescend- 
ed, on  farther  consideration,  to  allow  the  directors  some  degree 
of  power,  in  addition  to  the  management  of  commercial  affairs'*. 
He  affected  an  earnest  desire  of  punishing  offences  committed  in 

4  From  the  declaratory  bill  of  1788,  it  appears  that  he  did  not  really  intend  to  allow  them 
pven  the  power  of  refusing  to  pay  for  what  thty  did  not  authorise  or  approve. 
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India,  with  a  rigor  wliich  mia;ht  ensure  future  propriety  of  con- 
duct :  but  the  tribunal  which  he  proposed  did  not  promise  im- 
partiality of  decision  or  strict  justice.  He  consented  to  some  al- 
terations of  his  bill  in  its  progress  to  enactment;  and,  in  a  sub- 
sequent session,  it  w  as  supposed  to  require  various  emendations 
to  render  it  more  generally  acceptable  to  the  company  and  the 
public. 

A  reform  of  the  pojiular  representation  in  parliament  had 
been  repeatedly  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  when  he  was  not  in  the 
enjoyment  of  political  power.  An  investigation  of  the  subject 
was  now  recommended  by  Mr.  Sawbridge  :  but  the  minister 
wished  it  to  be  jwstponed  ;  and  when  he  brought  forward  his 
own  plan  in  the  following  years,  it  was  exploded  after  a  spirit- 
ed debate. 

The  disordered  state  of  Ireland  demanding  the  king's  atten- 
tion, the  minister  proposed  that  the  two  nations  should  be  more 
closely  connected  by  commercial  ties  than  they  already  were. 
The  people  of  the  former  realm  had  not  derived  that  rapid  be- 
jiefit  which  they  expected  from  the  indulgences  allowed  to  them, 
in  point  of  trade,  in  the  year  1779.  Artisans  complained  of  a 
deficiency  of  employment ;  and  agreements  were  concluded 
against  the  importation  of  British  manufactures.  The  embar- 
rassments still  continuing,  propositions  were  framed  for  as  close 
a  conjunction  of  commercial  interests  as  the  difference  of  parti- 
_Qj-  cularcircumstancesw'ould  permit.  The  Irish  house 
A.  D.  1/6  .  Qf  commons  voted  ten  resolutions  on  this  subject; 
the  first  of  which  imported,  that  "the  trade  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  should  be  encouraged  nnd  extended  as  much  as 
qwssible,  and  the  intercourse  and  commerce  be  finally  regulated 
and  settled,  on  permanent  and  equitable  principles,  for  the  mu- 
tual benefit  of  both  countries."  In  the  nine  articles  founded  on 
tills  basis,  the  outlines  of  the  schemes  w^ere  given;  and  Mr.  Pitt 
afterwards  developed  the  plan  to  the  representatives  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation.  It  was  opposed  by  our  merchants  and  manufactu- 
rers, as  being  too  favourable  to  the  Irish,  who  would  be  enabled 
to  undersell  them  both  at  home  and  abroad;  and  the  anti- minis- 
terial party  unreasonably  declaimed  against  an  additional  arti- 
cle which  required,  that  the  British  laws,  both  old  and  new,  for 
regulating  trade  and  navigation,  if  they  operated  equally  on  the 
subjects  of  each  realm,  should  also  have  validity  in  Ireland,  on 
being  re-enacted  by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom.  Although 
this  stipulation  was  the  fair  result  of  a  system  of  commercial 
equality,  it  was  represented  as  an  infringement  of  that  compact 
which  had  established  the  legislative  independence  of  Ireland. 
'I'he  articles  were  sanctioned  by  both  houses;  but  the  commons 
of  Ireland,  misled  by  the  animated  eloquence  of  Grattan  and  the 
cool  plausibility  of  Flood,  only  voted,  by  a  majority  of  nineteen^. 
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for  the  presentation  of  the  bill  which  rncluded  the  various  ar- 
rangements. The  ministry  considered  this  division  as  a  defeat 
rather  than  a  victory,  and  ceased  to  prosecute  the  scheme. 

Still  intent  on  commercial  views,  Mr.  Pitt  resolved  to  open  a 
negotiation  with  the  French.  When  the  ministers  of  queen 
Anne  concluded  a  peace  with  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  they  also  ad- 
justed a  treaty  of  commerce  :  but  it  was  not  confirmed  by  the 
parliament.  The  attempt  was  now  renewed  ;  and  some  judi- 
cious arrangements  were  made  for  that  important  purpose.  The 
treaty,  however  was  not  completed  before  the  autumn  of  the 
following  year. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  chief  promoter  of  this  negotiation  en- 
couraged a  scheme  of  a  less  amicable  nature,  calculated  for  the 
defence  of  the  island  against  the  French  or  any  other  enemies. 
The  master  general  of  the  ordnance  (the  duke  of  Richmond)  re- 
flecting on  the  danger  of  which  the  chief  naval  arsenals  had  been 
exposed,  when  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  rode  triumphant 
in  the  channel,  had  proposed  a  great  extention  of  the  fortifica- 
tions of  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  :  but,  when  his  scheme  was 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  commons,  it  _„ 

was  ridiculed  and  reprobated  by  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
other  speakers,  as  ill-judged,  unnecessary,  and  degrading  to  the 
maritime  service.     The  votes  being  equal,  Mr.  Cornwall,  who 
filled  the  chair  of  the  house,  turned  tlie  scale  against  it ;  and 
public  applause  attended  his  decision. 

One  branch  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  argument  against  the  duke's 
scheme  was  its  tendency  to  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people; 
and  a  similarity  of  reasoning  was  urged  against  the  extension  of 
martial  law  to  officers  who  had  only  the  king's  brevet,  instead 
of  a  regular  commission  for  service.  This  was  termed  an  en- 
croachment on  civil  and  constitutional  rights  :  but  it  was  voted 
by  a  considerable  majority. 

The  domineering  influence  of  the  crown  had  been  checked, 
soon  after  the  retreat  of  lord  North  from  the  cabinet,  by  the 
enactment  of  bills  against  the  parliamentary  election  of  contrac- 
tors and  the  votes  of  revenue  officers.  For  the  same  reasons, 
Mr.  Marsham  now  introduced  a  bill  to  annul  the  votes  of  the 
holders  of  places  in  the  navy  office  and  in  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment :  but  the  house  deemed  it  unnecessary  and  improper. 

As  the  enormous  increase  of  the  national  debt,  in  consequence 
of  the  late  war,  rendered  the  taxes  severely  oppressive,  it  became 
the  urgent  duty  of  the  minister  to  lighten  the  burthen.  Of  the 
appropriated  taxes,  not  one,  he  thought,  could  be  conveniently 
taken  off;  nor  was  it  his  wish  or  intention  to  pay  ofl',  imme- 
diately, any  part  of  the  debt :  but  his  object  was  the  formation 
of  a  fund,  similar  to  that  sinking  fund  which  had  been  created 
(not  established)  by  sir  Robert  Walpole.  He  proposed,  tb^at,  iu 
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raising  the  supplies,  a  million  should  be  annually  reserved  as  a 
growing  fund,  which,  by  the  gradual  accession  of  compound  in- 
terest, would  at  length  form  a  very  large  sum,  applicable  to  the 
relief  of  the  burthened  public.  The  scheme,  in  the  adjustment 
of  which  he  had  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Price,  was  approved  by 
the  parliament ;  and  its  progress  flattered  the  hopes  of  the  san- 
guine, while  those  who  apprehended  that  a  fresh  accumulation 
of  debt  might  arise  at  a  period  not  very  distant,  still  admitted 
the  partial  utility  of  the  measure. 

At  a  time  when  the  chief  speakers  of  opposition  seemed  to  be 
at  a  loss  for  new  grounds  of  attack,  a  subject  was  brought  for- 
ward, in  which  they  did  not  expect  the  concurrence  of  the  pre- 
mier. This  was  an  accusatory  process  against  Mr.  Hastings, 
who,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Burke  and  other  politicians,  had  been 
guilty  of  great  enormities  while  he  acted  as  governor-general  of 
British  India.  When  all  the  charges  had  been  presented  to  the 
house,  two  were  debated  in  this  session.  The  war  against  the 
Rohilla  nation  was  condemned  by  Mr.  Burke  with  all  the  ener- 
gy of  just  indignation,  and  all  the  warmth  of  manly  eloquence. 
He  pronounced  ittobe  a  combination  of  injustice,  treachery  and 
criielty,  more  disgraceful  to  an  English  governor  than  to  the 
Indian  despot*,  whom,  he  had  assisted,  and  highly  injurious  to 
the  British  name  and  character.  But  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers did  not  concur  in  these  censures  ;  and  the  house  refused  to 
impeach  Mr.  Hastings  upon  this  article.  In  anodier  charge  the 
accuser  was  less  unfortunate.  Mr.  Pitt  condescended  to  pro- 
mote the  purposes  of  justice,  by  supponting  the  charge  of  rapa- 
city in  the  case  of  the  rajah  of  Benares,  over  whom  the  governor 
had  also  tyrannised  in  other  respects;  and  it  was  no.v  voted  that 
he  should  be  impeached  for  his  conduct  toward  that  zemindar^. 
In  the  following  session,  Mr.  Sheridan  in  a  very  long  and  im- 
pressive harangue,  developed  the  oppressions  and  cruelties  to 
which  the  begums  (the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  vi- 
zir) had  been  subjected  by  the  arbitrary  and  rapacious  spirit  of 
Hastings.  The  ill-treatment  of  the  nabob  of  Farruck-abad,  and 
of  Fizoula,  the  rajah  of  Rampour  ;  the  systematic  prodigalitv  of 
the  governor  ;  his  acceptance  or  rather  extortion  of  valuable 
presents  from  the  native  princes  and  their  ministers  ;  and  his 
encouragement  of  the  mal-administration  of  Oude  ;  were  the 
subjects  of  other  charges  which  the  house  voted.  It  was  then 
resolved,  that  he  should  be  impeached  ;  and  preparations  were 
made  for  hib  trial:  but  it  did  not  commence  before  the  year  1788. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  king  was  not  pleased  with  the  im- 
peachment; but  that  circumstance,  whatever  effect  it  might  have 
upon  the  decision  of  the  cause,  did  not  impede  its  regular  pro- 

5  The  niler  of  Oude,  usually  styled  the  nabob  vizir. 

6  A  bolder  of  Untls,  not  as  sovereign,  but  with  qualified  or  limited  right's. 
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gress.  While  the  affair  was  depending  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, his  majesty  had  an  opportunity  of  receiving  proofs  of  ge- 
neral affection,  if  a  multiplicity  of  loyal  addresses  may  be  con- 
sidered as  criteria  of  popular  regard.  These  addresses  were 
presented  in  congratulation  of  his  escape  from  the  peril  with 
which  he  was  threatened  by  an  attack  from  a  woman  disordered 
in  her  intellects  ;  who,  not  beir)g  deemed  intentionally  guilty, 
was  subjected  to  perpetual  confinement  as  a  dangerous  lunatic. 
Amidst  the  joy  which  arose  from  the  king's  safety,  intelligence 
arrived  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France. 
As,  from  the  unsettled  state  of  that  kingdom,  the  treaty  was  not 
permanently  effective,  I  shall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  its  provi- 
sions, but  shall  merely  observe,  that  the  French  considered  it  as 
less  beneficial  to  them  than  to  our  countrymen;  that  it  was  sup- 
ported, as  might  have  been  expected  by  a  commanding  majority 

in  parliament :  and  that  the  arguments  of  its  chief  ,  _o« 

-1       *u     *i       f  ■      I  •     ♦•  A.  D.  1787. 

opposers  were  cavils  rather  than  tair  objections. 

While  the  British  and  Gallic  nations  seemed  thus  to  relinquish 
their  mutual  animosity,  a  political  connexion  with  an  old  ally 
was  endangered  by  the  intrigues  of  the  French,  who  had  so 
strengthened  their  influence  in  Holland,  that  the  power  of  the 
prince  of  Orange  w^as  nearly  annihilated.  A  British  fleet,  and 
a  Prussian  army,  were  therefore  equipped;  and,  as  I  stated  in  a 
former  letter,  the  authority  of  the  stadtholder  was  restored  and 
extended. 

The  pusillanimity  of  the  French,  in  the  contest  with  Great 
Britain  and  Prussia,  respecting  the  setdement  of  the  affairs  of 
Holland,  excited  the  ridicule  of  Europe.  It  was,  however,  suf- 
ficiently accounted  for,  by  that  derangement  of  the  finances,  and 
that  disordered  state  of  the  government,  which  led  to  the  convo- 
cation of  the  notables.  The  English  minister,  reflecting  with 
pleasure  on  his  own  financial  arrangements,  compared  the  state 
of  Britain  (even  after  a  disastrous  war)  with  that  of  France,  and 
exulted  in  the  contrast. 

The  chief  features  of  the  ensuing  session  of  parliament  were 
the  declaratory  bill  and  the  trial  of  Hastings.  The  bill  was  pro- 
fessedly intended  to  declare  the  true  meaning  of  Mr.  Pitt's  act 
respecting  India,  as  the  power  of  the  board  of  control  had  been 
disputed  by  the  company.  The  commissioners  had  sent  out 
troops,  for  whose  establishment  the  directors  refused  to  pay. 
The  minister  insisted  upon  their  compliance,  and  i7«q 

brought  forward  the  new  bill  to  enforce  their  obe- 
dience. It  was  contended  by  the  speakers  of  opposition,  that,  if 
the  prior  act  gave  the  power  in  question,  it  diminished  the  com- 
pany's rights  much  more  than  its  framer  then  pretended  to 
wish ;  and  that,  if  it  did  not,  there  was  an  insidious  meanness 

Vol.  V.  Hh 
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in  claiming  new  rights,  not  openly  and  manrully,  but  under  the 
pretence  of  only  declaring  what  was  law  before.  The  debates 
on  the  subject  were  very  long  and  vehement :  one,  in  particular, 
continued  about  sixteen  hours.  The  court  triumphed  on  everv 
division;  but  Mr.  Pitt's  credit  was  impaired  by  the  measure. 

The  trial  was  opened  by  Mr.  Burke  with  an  eloquence  which 
charmed  his  auditors.  At  the  first  four  meetings  of  the  court  of 
peers,  he  ably  expatiated  on  the  history  of  India  and  the  delin- 
quencies of  the  governor-general.  Mr.  Fox  afterwards  illus- 
trated and  enforced  the  Benares  charge  :  Mr.  Grey  also  expos- 
ed the  rapacity  and  tyranny  to  which  the  rajah  had  been  sub- 
jected ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  with  indignant  sarcasm,  lively  wit, 
and  spirited  eloquence,  traced  the  conduct  of  Hastings  towards 
the  begums  of  Oude.  The  process  might  have  been  concluded 
in  one  year,  if  the  managers  had  been  disposed  to  expedite  it : 
but  it  was  prolonged  for  many  years. 

During  the  session,  the  king  took  measures  for  cementinghis 
»  rji  1  r  alliance  with  the  Dutch  republic.  It  was  agreed,  that, 
"  *  *  ifthe  subjects  or  dominions  ofthe  states- general  should 

be  at  anytime  attacked,  his  Britannic  majesty  should  send  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  infantry,  two  thousand  cavalry,  twelve 
ships  of  the  line,  and  eight  frigates,  within  two  months  after  a 
demand  of  aid  ;  that,  if  these  succours  should  appear  to  be  in- 
sufficient, they  should  be  successively  augmented,  so  as  to  com- 
prehend the  whole  force  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  that  the  states 
should  not,  on  any  occasion  whatever,  be  required  to  furnish 
above  ten  thousand  foot-soldiers,  two  thousand  horse,  sixteen 
sail  of  the  line,  and  the  same  number  of  frigates.  It  was  also 
stipulated,  that  Great  Britain  should,  in  the  most  effectual  man- 
ner, guarantee  the  dignity  of  hereditary  stadt-holder  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  secure  to  him  all  the  rights  lately  con- 
firmed b\  the  states.  In  point  of  trade,  each  nation  engaged  to 
treat  the  other  as  the  most  favored  community,  until  a  regular 
commercial  treaty  should  be  concluded\ 

After  the  prorogation,  their  majesties  repaired  to  Cheltenham; 
and  in  that  part  of  the  country  they  remained  five  weeks.  The 
springs  of  the  i)lace  did  not  relieve  the  king,  whose  health  had 
been  for  some  time  declining.  In  the  autumn,  he  became  more 
seriously  indisposed  ;  and  his  disorder  at  length  assumed  the 
aspect  of  delirium.  Sir  George  Baker,  Dr.  VVarren,  and  other 
eminent  physicians,  declared  that  they  could  not  ascertain  the 
cause  of  his  malady,  and  could  not  even  give  a  plausible  opinion 
upon  the  subject;  but  Dr.  Willis,  "from  a  very  particular  detail 
of  his  majesty's  mode  of  life  for  twenty-seven  years,''  imagined, 
that  "  \\  eighty  business,  severe  exercise,  too  great  abstemious- 
ness, and  little  rest,  had  been  too  much  fi)r  his  constitution."' 

7  Appendix  to  the  Annual  Il«^ister,  vol.  XXX. 
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As  the  kin^  was  thus,  by  the  visitation  of  God,  rendered  inca- 
pable of  exercising  his  political  fanctions,  the  consideration  of  a 
rejrency  occupied  the  thoughts  of  persons  of  all  ranks.  When 
the  affair  was  mentioned  in  the  house  of  commons,  Mr.  Fox  af- 
firmed that  the  prince  of  Wales  had  an  unquestionable  right  to 
the  regency.  The  eagerness  of  that  aspiring  senator  to  obtain 
ministerial  power,  prompted  him  to  express  a  wish  for  the  im- 
niediate  assumption  of  the  reigns  of  government  by  the  heir  ap- 
parent. Mr.  Pitt  exclaimed,  with  warmth,  that  such  an  opinion 
nearly  amounted  to  treason  against  the  constitution.  Mr.  Fox 
then  qualified  his  assertion  by  saying,  he  did  not  mean  that  ihe 
prince  ought  to  assume  the  regency  before  the  two  houses  had 
recognised  the  claim  :  yet  he  was  inclined  to  treat  this  recogni- 
tion as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  not  requiring  deliberation,  or  ad- 
mitting refusal.  The  minister,  however,  contended  that  the 
prince  had  no  more  right  than  any  other  subject,  and  that  the 
lords  and  commons  had  the  privilege  of  selection  ;  and  he  resol- 
ved to  submit  the  point  to  regular  discussion.  He  allowed,  that 
no  cases,  exactly  agreeing  wiih  the  present,  appeared  on  record. 
There  were  instances  of  occasional  incapacity  in  the  sovereign  ; 
but  there  was  then  no  heir  apparent  of  full  age  :  yet,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  two  houses  had  formerly  supplied  the  defi- 
ciency, it  was  evident  that  they  claimed  the  power  of  acting  at 
discretion.  At  the  Revolution,  also,  the  chief  power  of  the  state 
was  considered,  by  the  true  friends  of  the  constitution,  as  resid- 
ing with  those  assemblies  until  they  had  renewed  the  integrity 
of  the  executive  power. 

Three  resolutions,  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  were  adopted  by 
both  houses.  The  first  merely  stated  the  fact  of  the  king's  tem- 
porary inability  of  governing.  The  second  was  thus  worded: 
"  It  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great 
Britain,  now  assembled,  and  lawfully,  fully,  and  freely  repre- 
senting all  the  estates  of  the  people  of  this  realm,  to  provide  the 
means  of  supplying  the  defect  of  the  personal  exercise  of  the 
royal  authority,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  exigency  of  the  case 
may  appear  to  require."  The  third  resolution  was  of  the  folio  .v- 
ing  tenor  :  "  For  this  purpose,  and  for  maintaining  entire  the 
constitutional  authority  of  the  king,  it  is  necessary  that  the  lords 
and  commons  should  determine  the  means  whereby  the  royal 
assent  may  be  given  in  parliament  to  such  bill  as  may  be  pass- 
ed by  the  two  houses  respecting  the  exercise  of  the  powers  and 
authorities  of  the  crown,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the 
king,  during  his  majesty's  present  indisposition." 

When  these  constitutional  points  had  been  settled,  the  chan- 
cellor put  the  seal  to  a  commission  for  opening  and  .  _q^ 
holding  the  parliament,  in  defiance  of  all  the  objec- 
tions of  the  prince's  party.     A  bill  was  then  brought  forward, 
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by  which  the  prince  was  restricted  in  the  grant  of  employments 
and  the  honors  of  peerage,  and  exposed  to  the  opposition  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  household,  who  were  to  act  under  the  queen's 
orders.  This  bill,  however,  was  not  completed  ;  for,  after  an 
indisposition  of  four  months,  the  king  recovered  his  intellects. 
A  thanksgiving  was  ordered  in  consequence  of  this  fortunate 
event;  and  the  royal  family  publicly  expressed  fervent  gratitude 
to  Heaven  in  the  principal  church  of  the  metropolis. 

After  the  revival  of  a  regular  parliament,  few  very  interesting 
debates  occurred ;  and  only  the  case  of  the  dissenters,  and  the 
slave  trade,  seem  to  require  specific  notice.  The  test  act,  and 
that  which  concerned  the  members  of  corporations,  were  so  of- 
fensive to  the  non-conformists,  that  they  renewed  their  endea- 
vours for  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  clauses.  Their  pretensions 
were  plausibly  supported.  It  was  alleged,  that,  as  every  man  had 
a  right  to  judge  for  himself  in  the  affairs  of  religion,  it  was  un- 
just to  punish  or  stigmatise  any  one  for  the  exercise  of  that 
right;  that  a  denunciation  of  official  disability  was  not  merely  a 
stigma,  but  a  punishment  for  opinions  which  were  not  prohibit- 
ed; that,  as  dissenters  were  allowed  to  sit  in  parliament,  there 
\vas  an  inconsistency  in  declaring  them  incapable  of  office ;  and 
that  their  regard  for  the  constitution,  and  for  the  reigning  fami- 
ly, obviated  all  apprehension  of  danger  from  the  grant  of  their 
requests.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  denied  that  the  exclusion 
was  either  a  disgrace  or  a  punishment,  as  only  those  could  justly 
expect  to  be  employed  who  were  ready  to  accede  to  such  con- 
ditions as  every  government  had  a  right  to  impose  ;  and  it  was 
affirmed,  that  the  acts  in  question  could  not  be  annulled  without 
danger  to  the  establishment.  By  a  majority  of  t\\  enty,  the  mo- 
tion for  relief  was  exploded. 

The  enemies  of  the  slave  trade  had,  in  May  1787,  formed  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Granville  Sharp,  Mr.  Clarkson, 
and  ten  other  gentlemen.  They  were  so  intent  on  the  promo- 
tion of  their  philanthropic  purpose,  that  they  held  fifty-one  meet- 
ings in  thirteen  months,  and  distributed  (besides  reports  and 
other  small  papers)  above  fifty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty  copies  of  pamphlets  or  books.  Their  appeals  to  the  public 
were  so  far  successful,  w  ithin  the  time  specified,  as  to  produce 
(says  Mr.  Clarkson)  "  a  kind  of  holy  flame  or  enthusiasm,  to  a 
degree  and  to  an  extent  never  before  witnessed.  Of  the  purity 
of  this  flame  (he  adds)  no  better  proof  can  be  offered,  than  that 
even  bishoj)s  deigned  to  address  an  obscure  committee,  con- 
sisting principally  of  Quakers,  and  that  churchmen  and  dissen- 
ters forgot  their  difference  of  religious  opinion,  and  joined  their 
hands,  all  over  the  kingdom,  in  its  support." 

To  the  honor  of  Mr.  Wiiberforce  be  it  mentioned,  that  he 
readily  oftbred  to  submit  the  report  to  the  notice  of  the  commons-. 


LET.  X.  MODERN  EUROPE.  245 

and  to  promote  with  the  utmost  zeal  the  abohtion  of  the  nefarious 
trade.  He  harangued  the  house  with  ability,  and  represented 
the  trade  as  one  mass  of  iniquity  from  the  beginninp^  to  the  end. 
From  the  evidence  adduced  before  the  privy  council,  he  framed 
twelve  propositions;  intimatint^;,  that  the  number  of  slaves  annual- 
ly carried  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  British  vessels,  amounted 
to  thirty-eight  thousand,  of  which,  upon  an  average,  tweniy-iwo 
thousand  five  hundred  were  conveyed  to  the  British  islands:  that 
these  slaves  consisted  of  prisoners  of  war,  free  persons  sold  for 
debt  or  for  supposed  oft'ences,  servants  sold  by  their  masters  ar- 
bitrarily or  for  alleged  criminality,  and  individuals  made  slaves 
by  the  violence  or  fraud  of  African  princes  or  private  persons, 
or  by  the  avarice  of  European  traders ;  that  the  traffic  so  carried 
on  had  necessarily  a  tendency  to  occasion  wars  among  the  na- 
tives, to  encourage  injustice  and  oppression,  and  obstruct  the 
civilization  of  the  people  and  the  improvement  of  the  country  ; 
that  Africa  was  adapted  to  the  production  of  various  articles  of 
commerce,  which  might  be  advantageously  taken  (instead  of 
slaves)  in  return  for  our  commodities;  that  the  trade  in  question 
was  peculiarly  destructive  to  seamen,  as  the  mortality  had  been 
found  much  greater  in  the  slave  ships  than  in  any  British  vessels 
employed  upon  the  same  coast  in  any  other  service  or  traffic  ; 
that  the  mode  of  transporting  the  negroes  to  the  West  Indies 
exposed  them  to  grievous  sufferings,  for  which  no  regulations 
could  provide  an  adequate  remedy,  and  which  had  occasioned 
the  annual  loss  of  a  considerable  number  during  the  voyage  : 
that  many  of  the  slaves  also  perished  in  the  West  Indian  ports, 
from  the  diseases  contracted  in  the  voyage,  and  this  loss  amount- 
ed to  four  and  a  \rd\i^ per  cent,  of  the  imported  negroes  ;  that  the 
loss,  within  the  three  first  years  after  importation,  bore  a  large 
proportion  to  the  whole  number  imported ;  that  the  natural  in- 
crease of  population,  among  the  slaves  in  the  islands,  appeared 
to  have  been  checked  by  the  ill-treatment  which  they  received, 
by  that  dissoluteness  of  manners  which  their  emplo}'ers  suffered 
to  prevail  instead  of  encouraging  matrimony,  and  by  other  causes; 
that,  in  Jamaica,  the  annual  excess  of  deaths  above  births  might 
be  estimated,  on  the  average,  atseven-eighths^erce/i^;  that,  in 
Barbadoes,  the  proportion  was  rather  less:  and  that,  upon  a  sur- 
vey of  the  present  state  of  those  islands,  and  also  of  Dominica, 
Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  and  the  Leeward  Isles,  united  with  a  con- 
sideration of  the  means  of  obviating  the  causes  which  had  imped- 
ed the  natural  increase  of  the  number  of  slaves,  and  of  lessoning 
the  demand  for  manuel  labor,  without  diminishing  the  profits  of 
the  planters,  no  considerable  or  permanent  inconvenience  would 
result  from  discontinuing  the  importation  of  negroes. 

As  the  question  seemed,  to  the  majority  of  the  members,  too 
important  to  be  hastily  decided,  it  was  postponed  to  the  next 
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year ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  both  houses  renewed  a  bill  which 
had  lately  been  enacted  for  givins^  the  slaves  a  greater  space  in 
the  ships,  and  better  accommodation. 

The  affairs  of  Great  Britain,  diirint^  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  were  not  strikingly  important.  The  kin^j  had  no  relapse  ; 
and  the  people  in  general  enjoyed  comfort  and  tranquility.  All 
ranks  vvat<  hed  the  progress  of  the  French  revolution  ;  and  the 
reasoning  and  reflections  of  politicians  were  eng;rossed  by  that 
momentous  subject.  It  was  transiently  noticed  by  the  king  in 
17Q0  '^'^  ^P^^ch  to  the  lords  and  commons;  and,  in  several 
'  debates  on  other  topics,  it  was  introduced  with  high 
praise  or  with  strong  censure.  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  differ- 
ed so  seriously  in  their  opinions  of  it,  that  the  friends  of  both 
orators  apprehended  a  dissolution  of  their  long  subsisting 
friendship. 

Another  subject  superceded,  for  a  time,  that  of  the  revolution. 
The  Spaniards  had  seized  four  British  ships,  and  also  a  fort,  at 
Nootkd  Sdund,  on  pretence  of  a  prior  right  to  the  North  Ameri- 
can coast  from  California  to  a  great  extent  beyond  the  disputed 
spot.  The  parliament  and  the  nation  resented  the  affront,  and 
insisted  upon  satisfaction  ;  and,  as  there  was  no  prospect  of  as- 
sistance from  France,  the  king  of  Spain  not  only  engaged  to 
n  ake  plenary  restitution,  but  allowed  the  subjects  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  colonise  any  part  of  the  country  situated  to  the  northward 
of  the  Spanish  settlements,  and  conceded  a  greater  latitude  for 
the  whale  fishery  in  the  South  Pacific.  This  agreement  was 
censured  as  not  sufficiently  precise  or  definite  in  its  terms  ;  but 
it  received  the  honor  of  parliamentary  approbation. 

His  majesty's  endeavours  were  at  the  same  time  exerted  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  Austrians  and  the  Turks. 
His  mediation,  and  that  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  promoted  the 
adjustment  of  the  convention  of  Reichenbach;  but  the  two  princes 
found  the  empress  of  Russia  unwilling  to  agree  to  a  |)acification. 
They  alternately  soothed  and  threatened  her.  A  British  arma- 
I'Ql  ^^^^  ^^"^^  ^^  length  equipped  ;  and  the  czarina  was 
*  peremptorily  desired  to  relinquish  Oczakoff  and  its 
dependencies.  The  anti-ministerial  speakers  vehemently  oppos- 
ed a  war  with  Russia  ;  and,  as  the  nation  manifestly  concurred 
with  them,  the  court  gave  up  the  point,  although  a  considerable 
majority  in  each  house  supported  the  armed  interference. 

In  this  session,  which  was  the  first  of  a  new  parliament,  both 
parties  supported  a  bill  tending  to  the  relief  of  those  catholics 
who  protested  against  the  disloyal  and  dangerous  opinions  im- 
puted to  their  sect.  By  the  new  act,  they  were  exempted  from 
all  penal  inflictions,  except  those  which  excluded  them  from 
civil  and  military  employments,  on  condition  of  their  abjuration 
of  the  following  mischievous  doctrines:  namely,  that  princes 


LET.  X.  MODERN  EUROPE.  247 

excommunicated  by  the  pope  may  lavfully  be  deposed  and 
murdered  by' their  subjects  ;  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with 
heretics  ;  and  that  the  church  may  dispense  with  moral  duties, 
or  absolve  a  person  from  heinous  sins. 

The  government  of  the  Canadian  province  had  frequently 
been  a  subject  of  parliamentary  consideration.  A  bill  was 
enacted  in  the  year  1774,  for  the  gratification  of  the  French 
inhabitants  rather  than  the  British  colonists.  It  legalised  the 
Catholic  faith,  and  did  not  sufficiendy  provide  for  the  enjoyment 
of  civil  liberty.  It  was  therefore  strongly  condemned  by  the 
leaders  of  opposition,  who  alleged  that  the  constitution,  tending 
to  establish  popery  and  arbitrary  power,  was  very  unfit  for  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  The  Americans  of  the  thirteen  pro- 
vinces represented  it  in  the  most  odious  light,  and  pronounced 
it  to  be  one  of  the  leading  features  of  the  iniquitous  plan  of  the 
court  for  the  extention  of  despotism  over  all  the  British  settle- 
ments. Several  attempts  were  made  in  parliament  to  procure 
a  repeal  of  the  act ;  but  the  zeal  of  lord  North  and  his  associ- 
ates frustrated  every  effort  of  that  kind.  Mr.  Pitt,  more  atten- 
tive to  the  wishes  of  the  friends  of  freedom,  now  framed  a  bet- 
ter constitution  for  the  Canadians  of  both  descriptions.  An  as- 
sembly of  representatives,  the  right  of  internal  taxation,  and  the 
benefit  of  the /ifl/^cfl*  cor/j//^  act,  were  allowed  both  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada.  When  the  house  of  commons  discussed  the  new 
bill,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  digressed  from  the  immediate  sub- 
ject into  that  of  the  French  revolution  ;  and,  after  an  inter- 
change of  acrimonious  reflections,  the  latter  solemnly  renounced 
the  friendship  of  one  who  could  applaud  the  infamous  conduct 
of  traitors  and  incendiaries. 

The  generality  of  the  dissenters  concurred  with  Mr.  Fox  in 
his  favourable  opinion  of  the  recent  revolution  ;  and  many  fes- 
tive meeting  took  place  on  the  anniversary  of  the  demolition  of 
the  Bastille.  At  Birmingham,  however,  the  populace  inspired 
with  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Burke,  affected  to  apprehend  danger  even 
from  these  convivial  associations ;  and  tumultuously  rising, 
destroyed  two  meeting  houses,  and  the  dwellings  of  Dr.  Priest- 
ley and  other  dissenters.  These  outrages,  being  perpetrated 
by  men  who  were  supposed  to  be  orthodox  and  loyal,  did  not 
excite  such  loud  or  general  clamors  as  would  have  followed  a 
sectarian  tumult. 

The  next  session  of  parliament  was  rendered  par- 
ticularly interesting  by  the  state  of  the  public  mind,  •  •  *  — 
on  the  subject  of  political  reform.  The  example  of  France;  had 
stimulated  the  zeal  of  some  active  spirits  in  Great  Britain  ;  and 
publications  exaggerating  the  imperfections  of  our  constitution, 
denying  or  ridiculing  the  boasted  liberties  of  British  subjects, 
and  recommending  such  changes  as  would  weaken,  if  not  de- 
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story,  the  monarchical  pan  of  the  system,  were  eagerly  disse- 
minated, and  read  with  avidity.  Dreadinj^  the  effect  of  these 
aj}peals  to  the  people,  the  ministry  procured  from  the  king  a 
jiroc  lamation  against  seditious  writings  ;  and,  although  some 
respectable  members  pronounced  this  edict  unnecessary  and  in- 
\idious,  both  houses  highly  approved  it.  Against  Paine,  who 
had  vilified  the  constitution  in  his  Rights  of  Man,  a  legal  pro- 
cess vvas  instituted.  Notwithstanding  an  able  defence  from 
Erskine,  he  was  pronounced  guilty  ;  and,  as  he  did  not  make 
his  appearance,  he  was  subjected  to  outlawry. 

The  proceedings  of  various  associations  alarmed  the  timid 
and  the  loyal.  The  London  Corresponding  Society,  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  and  several  other  self  constitu- 
ted bodies,  actively  propagated  the  doctrine  of  the  rights  of 
man,  openly  applauded  the  conduct  of  the  French  revolution- 
ists, and  claimed  a  more  popular  government,  and  a  greater 
degree  of  freedom,  that  the  English  constitution  allowed.  A 
society  which  took  its  name  from  the  Revolution  was  more  con- 
stitutional in  its  views  ;  and  its  members  were  more  respecta- 
ble than  most  of  the  individuals  who  composed  the  above  men- 
tioned combinations.  The  Friends  of  the  People  were  still 
higher  in  point  of  respectability  ;  and  they  confined  their  views 
to  parliamentary  reform  ;  for  the  promotion  of  which  object, 
Mr.  Grey  (in  the  following  year)  made  a  fruitless  appeal  to  the 
house  of  commons. 

The  zeal  of  the  Corresponding  Society,  and  of  the  other  de- 
mocratic associations,  roused  the  defensive  energy  of  the  friends 
of  the  existing  government;  and  numerous  pamphlets  were  pub- 
lished, warning  the  people  of  the  danger  to  which  the  constitu- 
tion was  exposed  from  the  designs  of  "  republicans  and  level- 
lers.'^ These  pieces  were  not  altogether  useless  ;  but,  as  they 
tended  to  promote  a  zeal  for  war,  their  utility  was  diminished 
by  concomitant  mischief. 

While  the  spirit  of  party  was  high,  and  the  thoughts  of 
crushing  the  new  revolution  by  hostilities  were  entertained  by 
the  aristocracy,  intelligence  arrived  of  the  fortunate  conclusion 
of  a  war  which  had  arisen  in  the  year  1790,  between  the  India 
company  and  Tippo,  the  sultan  of  Mysore,  who  had  attacked 
the  rajah  of  Travancour,  an  ally  of  the  English.  It  was  af- 
firmed in  parliament,  that  this  was  a  war  of  ambition  on  the 
part  of  the  company  ;  but  the  majority  declared  it  to  be  just 
and  necessary.  Many  forts  were  taken  from  the  Mysoreans  : 
various  advantages  were  obtained  over  them  in  the  field  :  and 
at  length  the  sultan  was  besieged  in  Seringapatam.  Thus  en- 
dangered, he  implored  peace,  which  was  concluded  on  terms 
very  advantageous  to  the  English,  and  to  their  confederates, 
the  nizam  and  the  Mahrattas  :  for  they  divided  among  them- 
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selves  not  only  about  four  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  but  also 
a  moiety  of  his  dominions.  "  The  terms  of  this  treaty,"  said 
the  king  when  he  opened  the  ensuing  session,  "  are  peculiarly 
satisfactory  to  me,  from  their  tendency  to  secure  the  future 
tranquillity  of  the  British  dominions  in  India.'' 

When  the  parliament  met,  the  formation  of  a  republic  in 
France,  the  process  against  the  deposed  king,  and  the  corres- 
pondence between  British  societies  and  the  Galhc  revolvition- 
ists,  not  only  excited  general  attention,  but  seriously  alarmed 
the  court  and  the  aristocracy.  His  majesty,  besides  summon- 
ing the  two  houses  before  the  time  originally  fixed,  had  called 
out  a  considerable  part  of  the  militia,  as  if  great  danger  threat- 
ened the  realm.  He  earnestly  exhorted  each  assembly  to  adopt, 
without  delay,  "  such  measures  as  might  be  necessary  for  en- 
forcing obedience  to  the  laws,  and  for  repressing  every  attempt 
to  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom." 

To  prevent  the  intrusion  of  foreign  emissaries  of  sedition,  a 
seasonable  bill  was  brought  forward  by  lord  Grenville.  While 
it  was  in  its  progress,  JVl.  Chauvelin  sent  a  note  to  that  mi- 
nister, intimating  the  wish  of  the  executive  council  of  France 
to  preserve  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  Britain,  and  la- 
menting the  apparent  disinclination  of  the  English  cabinet  to 
an  amicable  agreement.  The  recal  of  lord  Gower,  the  refusal 
of  acknowledging  the  envoy  as  minister  of  the  republic,  the 
stoppage  of  supplies  of  corn,  and  the  encouragement  supposed 
to  be  given  by  the  court  to  Austria  and  Prussia,  had  alarmed 
and  disgusted  the  French,  and  now  produced  an  application 
for  an  unequivocal  answer  to  a  plain  question — whether  the 
French  were  to  consider  Great  Britain  as  a  neutral  or  hostile 
power.  Explanations  of  the  two  degrees  (mentioned  in  my 
preceding  letter)  were  at  the  same  time  offered  by  Chauvelin  : 
but  they  were  not  satisfactory  to  the  English  secretary,  who 
hinted  that  the  conduct  of  France  precli\ded  the  neutrality  of 
the  neighbouring  nations,  and  advised  her,  if  she  really  wished 
to  be  at  peace  with  Britain,  to  "  show  herself  disposed  to  re- 
nounce her  views  of  aggression  and  aggrandisement,  and  to 
confine  herself  within  her  own  territory,  without  insulting 
other  governments,  without  disturbing  their  tranquillity,  with- 
out violating  their  rights." 

In  a  note  from  the  executive  council,  reference  was        ^  -q„ 
made  to  the  conduct  of  the  king  of  Spain,  who  had^'^  ' 

treated  with  a  minister  of  the  republic,  and  adjusted  a  conven- 
tion of  neutrality  ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  Great  Britain  would 
not  scruple  to  follow  the  example  of  "  a  power  of  the  first 
rank."  Farther  explanations  of  the  disputed  points  were  offer- 
ed.    It  was  affirmed,  that  the  idea  of  encouraging  sedition  was 
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bv  no  means  entertained  by  the  framers  ot"  that  decree  which 
promised  assistance  in  the  cause  of  liberty  ;  that  the  general 
will  was  very  different  from  sedition,  which  was  only  the  com- 
motion or  rising  of  a  small  number  against  the  majority  of  a 
nation  ;  that,  when  Henry  IV.  of  France  and  the  English  queen 
ElizalDeth  supported  the  Dutch  against  Philip  II.,  they  were  not 
considered  as  promoters  of  sedition  ;  and  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  one  state  to  give  aid,  when  the  greater  part  of  a  community 
w  ished  to  reform  or  improve  its  government.  It  was  added, 
with  regard  to  the  Scheldt,  that  the  French  would  only  inter- 
fere when  the  people,  whose  natural  rights  were  invaded  by 
treaties  in  which  they  had  not  concurred,  should  demand  the 
free  navigation  of  the  whole  course  of  the  river ;  that  neither 
the  English  nor  the  Dutch  had  a  right  to  controul  the  Belgians ; 
and  that  the  states-general,  indeed,  had  no  intention  of  opposing 
the  meditated  opening. 

To  these  observations  lord  Grenville  replied  in  a  spirited 
tone.  Being  accompanied  with  threats,  they  involved,  he  said, 
new  grounds  of  offence,  which  would  prove  a  bar  to  every  kind 
of  negotiation.  The  pretended  explanations  were  insults  rather 
than  concessions  or  apologies ;  and  the  motives  which  had  in- 
duced his  sovereign  to  prepare  for  violent  extremities,  still  ex- 
isted in  full  force  ;  nor  w  ould  the  preparations  be  discontinued 
or  omitted,  while  the  French  retained  that  turbulent  and  ag- 
gressive spirit  which  threatened  danger  to  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope. 

By  a  subsequent  communication  in  the  king's  name,Chauve- 
lin  was  ordered  to  quit  the  realm  within  eight  days.  This  man- 
date was  considered  by  the  French  as  equivalent  to  a  declara- 
tion of  war  ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  intelligence  reached  Paris,  the 
convention  declared,  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
stadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces,  were  to  be  treated  as  ene- 
mies of  the  republic. 

Whether  the  war  might  have  been  avoided  by  more  tempe- 
rate conduct  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  is  a  point  which 
merits  inquiry.  An  eminent  divine  has*endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  our  sovereign  had  no  alternative. 

He  afhrms  that  the  king  had  no  concern  in  the  negotiations 
at  Pilnitz,  and,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  emperor  Leo- 
pold, was  determined  on  the  observance  of  a  strict  neutrality. 
To  this  assertion  I  do  not  object,  because  it  seems  sufliciently 
clear  that  our  court,  at  that  time,  had  no  intention  of  acting 
against  the  Frenc  h. — He  represents  "  the  early  and  friendly 
answer"  of  the  British  court  to  the  letter  in  w  hich  Louis  an- 
nounced his  acceptance  of  the  new  constitution,  as  indicative  of 
a  w  ish  to  maintain  peace  ;  and  he  draws  a  similar  inference 
from  the  aquiescence  of  the  same  court  in  the  evasions  of  sa- 


jLET.  X.  MODERN  EUROPE.  251 

tisfaction  for  an  infringement  of  the  commercial  treaty  :  but  he, 
properly,  lays  no  great  stress  on  either  of  these  points. — He 
speaks  of  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  seamen  and  soldiers, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  1792,  as  another  indica- 
tion of  pacific  views  ;  but  the  facility  of  augmenting  the  force 
of  the  realm,  and  an  unwillingness  to  excite  early  suspicions  of 
a  decided  hostility  to  the  redress  of  French  grievances,  may  be 
considered  as  detracting  from  the  alleged  presumption  ;  and 
Mr.  Pitt's  mention  of  fifteen  years,  as  the  probable  duration  of 
peace,  may  be  treated  as  a  ridiculous  delusion.  If  no  revolu- 
tion had  occurred  in  France,  he  would  have  found,  in  a  much 
shorter  period,  various  pretences  for  war. 

The  advocate  of  the  ministry  proceeds  to  observe,  that  his 
majesty  did  not  accede  to  the  supposed  treaty  of  Pavia  ;  and  in 
this  point  I  really  agree  with  him. — He  asserts  the  continu- 
ance of  strict  neutrality,  on  the  part  of  our  court,  after  the 
French  had  declared  war  against  the  king  of  Hungary.  The 
neutrality,  however,  might  outwardly  subsist,  and  a  secret  wish 
for  war  be  entertained. — With  regard  to  the  proclamation 
against  seditious  writings,  he  treats  it  as  "  a  mere  act  of  na- 
tional police,''  of  which  the  French  nation  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain. Indeed,  Chauvelin  did  not  seriously  complain  of  it ;  and 
he  disclaimed  all  concert  between  the  government  and  the  mdi- 
vidiials  alluded  to  in  the  proclamation  [sundry  persons  in  foreign 
parts). — The  request  of  British  mediation  is  the  next  topic ;  and 
the  refusal  of  it  is  vindicated  and  commended.  But  it  is  not 
improbable,  that  such  interference  would  have  had  a  good  effect: 
and  the  repugnance  of  the  cabinet  tended  to  excite  suspicion. 

The  recal  of  lord  Gower  is  an  important  consideration.  The 
reverend  writer  supports  the  propriety  of  the  recal,  and  con- 
tends, that  this,  of  three  modes  of  proceeding,  was  decidedly 
the  best,  as  the  king,  to  whom  the  envoy  was  accredited,  had 
lost  his  power.  But  his  reasoning  in  this  instance  appears  to 
me  to  resemble  more  the  quibbling  of  a  barrister  than  the  sound 
argumentation  of  a  logical  politician.  "  All  authorities  in 
France  (he  says)  were  at  that  time  merely  transient ;  and  even 
the  executive  council  was  only  provisional.  Yet  that  council 
was  allowed  to  exercise  the  whole  power  of  the  state,  and  might 
lawfully  accept  new  credentials.  He  adds,  that,  if  the  envoy 
had  remained  at  Paris  in  an  official  character,  and  had  thus  ac- 
knowledged the  existing  government,  he  might  have  been  ac- 
cused by  the  next  ruling  party  of  having  "  treated  with  fiic- 
tionists,  and  of  intermeddling  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France." 
This,  however,  is  a  gratuitous  supposition.  The  new  party, 
we  may  rather  suppose,  w  ould  have  considered  him  as  having 
properly  acquiesced  in  the  prevailing  authority  of  the  time. 
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The  French  spirit  of  conquest  and  aggrandisement,  the  in- 
tended encroachnjent  on  the  established  rights  of  the  Dutch,  the 
promise  of  assisting  the  governed  against  the  governors,  and  the 
pubhc  encouragement  given  by  the  convention  to  tlie  democratic 
societies  of  this  country,  are  afterwards  discussed,  and  repre- 
sented as  sufficient  grounds  for  war  on  the  part  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. Those  instances  of  Gallic  arrogance  and  injustice  must, 
indeed,  excite  strong  disapprobation  ;  but  measures  of  internal 
defence  uould  have  obviated  the  danger,  without  the  necessity 
of  preventing  the  conveyance  of  corn  to  supply  the  \\  ants  of  the 
French,  or  of  giving  other  indications  of  disgust  and  repug- 
nance, exceeding  the  fair  limits  of  neutrality. 

A  great  plan  is  mentioned  by  the  same  author  ;  '*  which  con- 
sisted, first  in  the  overthrow  of  the  British  and  Dutch  govern- 
ments, and  then  in  the  subjugation  of  the  two  countries."  But 
this  was  rather  a  scheme  in  embryo,  dependent  on  an  attack 
from  Britain,  or  a  mere  display  of  the  good  wishes  of  some  of 
the  orators  of  the  convention,  than  a  regular  project  of  that 
assembly  or  of  the  executive  council.  "  The  existence  of  the 
British  empire  (he  says)  was  at  stake ;"  but  its  power  was 
sufficiently  established  to  enable  it  to  defy  such  abused  menaces. 
The  Dutch,  it  may  be  allowed,  were  more  immediately  and 
specifically  menaced,  as  the  council  sent  orders  for  the  actual 
invasion  of  Dutch  Brabant.  In  that  case,  the  states- general 
had  a  right  to  demand  some  assistance  from  Great  Britain. 

On  the  subject  of  negociation,  this  writer  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  British  ministers  gave  every  facility  which  could  have  been 
expected  from  a  friendly  nation,  and  testified  an  earnest  desire 
of  accommodation,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  the  French  did 
not  seriously  wish  to  adjust ;  and,  after  a  series  of  quotation 
and  reasoning,  he  concludes,  that  "  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  cabinet  to  j)revent  a  rupture  with  France.''  He  adds,  that 
the  reciprocal  accusation  (between  the  Brissotins  and  Jacobins) 
of  having  involved  France  in  a  war  with  Britain,  is  a  tacit  ac- 
knowledgment from  both  parties,  that  not  to  the  British,  but  to 
the  French  government  alone,  its  origin  must  be  assigned. 

Both  the  rulers  of  France  and  the  British  ministers  seem  to 
have  been  in  fault.  The  former,  taking  fire  at  every  appear- 
ance of  unfriendliness  to  thetevolution,  cherishing  some  remains 
of  the  ancient  animosity  of  the  two  nations,  and  presuming  on 
the  spirit  and  energy  with  which  tlie  people  would  be  animated 
in  the  fancied  cause  of  liberty,  were  not  so  willing  as  they  ought 
to  have  been  to  avoid  a  war.  The  latter  apprehending  the  ill 
effects  of  the  new  opinions  upon  old  establishments  and  existing 
institutions,  and  hating  the  very  name  of  reform,  were  less  in- 
clined to  negotiate  than  to  enter  into  a  war,  and  even  while  they 
pretended  to  treat,  manifested  an  obvious  reluctance,  which  ren- 
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dering  it  probable  that  the  king  would  soon  add  his  weight  to 
the  confederacy  of  Austria  and  Prussia,  induced  the  convention 
to  anticipate  his  supposed  views. 

But  even  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  war  was  involuntary  on 
the  part  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  he  was  obliged  to  send  an  army  to  the  continent,  or 
to  carry  on  any  other  than  a  naval  war.  There  was  little  proba- 
bility of  any  decisive  result  from  the  co-operation  of  his  troops 
with  those  of  Austria  and  Prussia  ;  or,  if  it  should  be  allowed 
that  their  aid  was  calculated  to  make  a  great  impression,  that 
effect  was  likely  to  be  over-balanced  by  the  levy  en  masse^ 
which  so  potent  a  coalition  would  suggest ;  and  this  considera- 
tion may  induce  some  to  suppose,  that  more  would  have  been 
done  without,  than  with,  the  participation  of  Britain. 
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History  of  Europe  in  general^  with  an  Exception  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  FrancCyfrom  the  Year  1787  to  1793. 

AT  the  time  of  the  revolution  in  favour  of  the  stadtholder 
there  seemed  to  be  a  prospect  of  a  few  years  of  peace,  if  not  ot 
durable  tranquillity.  France,  Spain,  and  Great  Britain,  were 
desirous  of  repairing  the  mischiefs  and  losses  attendant  on  the 
late  war.  The  Austrian  potentate,  and  the  czarina,  were  in- 
deed fond  of  power  and  dominion,  and  looked  with  an  eye  of 
avidity  at  the  European  provinces  of  the  totterin_£,  empire  of 
Turkey  ;  but  they  had  no  wish  Xo  precipitate  hostilities.  The 
king  of  Prussia  was  more  addicted  to  pleasure  than  to  war ;  and 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  terrors  of  a  strong  confederacy  would 
secure  the  Porte  against  an  attack. 

The  hopes  of  peace,  however,  were  transitory  and  delusive. 
The  pompous  procession  of  Catharine  into  the  Crimea,  her  con- 
ferences with  Joseph,  and  the  journey  of  her  ambassador  Bul- 
gakoff  from  Constantinople  to  meet  her  at  Cherson,  alarmed 
the  grand  signer.  The  connexions  of  France  with  Russia,  ana 
the  adjustment  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  granting  to  the  subjects 
of  Louis  such  advantages  as  had  long  been  exclusively  enjoyer 
by  the  English,  strengthened  the  suspicion  of  danger.  The 
British  and  Prussian  ministers  insinuated  to  the  sultan,  that  the 
empress  had  detached  the  French  court  from  his  interest,  and 
would  probably  soon  attack  him,  in  concert  with  the  ambitious 
Joseph.  Thus  (says  Segur)  mere  appearances  were  mistaken 
for  realities,  and  actual  war  arose  from  the  apprehension-of  it. 
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The  encroachments  of  the  Russians  on  the  rights  of  the  Porte 
and  its  vassal  provinces,  had  been  tlie  subjects  of  repeated  ex- 
postulation ;  and,  when  Catharine  began  to  find  that  the  grand 
signor  had  a  serious  intention  of  taking  arms,  she  promised  to 
desist  from  her  pretensions,  and  remove  all  grounds  of  offence. 
Bulkagoff,  with  Segur  and  the  Austrian  envoy  Herbert,  con- 
certed a  plan  of  accommodation  :  but,  as  it  did  not  include  a  re- 
signation of  all  authority  over  the  Crimea,  and  as  the  divan  did 
not  entertain  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  honor  or  the  sincerity  of 

A.,~  nA  TTo"  the  czarina,  war  was  declared  in  form,  and  pre- 
Aug.24, 178/.  .  '  1       -.1       *         T  1      •. 

parations  were  made  with  extraordinary  alacrity, 

for  its  commencement  and  prosecution.  The  people  blamed  the 
government  for  not  having  arrested  the  progress  of  Catharine 
in  the  Crimea,  and  obstructed  her  arrogant  and  vain-glorious 
triumph.  They  called  for  vengeance  upon  an  enemy  whose  am- 
bition was  never  at  rest,  and  who  evidently  aimed  at  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  Turkish  empire. 

Although  the  empress  was  thus  hurried  into  a  war  when  she 
wished  to  remain  at  peace,  she  resolved  to  face  the  storm  with 
spirit.  Prince  Potemkin  encouraged  her  with  hopes  of  success, 
and  boasted  that  he  would  quickly  humble  the  pride  of  theCres- 
Sent  1 "  ^^'""t*  A  manifesto  was  issued,  accusing  the  Porte  of 
*  '  'a  general  disregard  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  of  a 
particular  wish  to  annul  all  conventions  subsequent  to  the  treaty 
of  Kainargi ;  imputing  to  the  rash  ministers  of  the  grand  signor 
the  whole  blame  of  hostilities;  and  prognosticating  the  triumph 
of  the  Russian  arms  in  a  cause  of  justice  and  of  self-defence. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Turks  commenced  hos- 
tilities near  Kinbiu'n,  where  Souvoroff  then  commanded.  They 
fiercely  bombarded  that  town  ;  and  five  thousand  men,  selected 
from  the  garrison  of  Oczakoff,  began  to  form  trenches  for  a 
siege.  Being  attacked  while  they  were  thus  employed,  they 
fought  bravely,  and  were  on  the  point  of  overwhelming  the 
Russians  :  but  the  latter,  being  seasonably  reinforced,  cut  off 
about  four-fifths  of  the  partv  ;  and  Kinburn  was  saved. 

The  armed  adherents  of  the  Porte  were  also  employed  in  de- 
sultory actions  in  other  parts  of  Tartary.  The  sheik  iMansour 
appeared  within  the  Russian  frontiers  at  ihe  head  of  seven  thou- 
sand men;  and  three  conflicts  ensued,  in  all  of  which  the  troops 
of  the  empress  had  the  advantage. 

It  was  th,e  oj:)inion  of  the  Turkish  cabinet,  that  the  emperor  of 
Germ.any  w  ould  only  take  part  in  the  war  as  an  auxiliary  :  but 
jt  soon  appeared  that  this  prince  intended  to  act  with  vigor  as  a 
principal.  He  ordered  four  armies  to  be  prepared  for  action, 
and  eagerly  looked  forward  to  a  participation  of  the  spoils  of 
Turkey.  He  had  no  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  forbearance  of 
the  Turks  at  a  time  when  their  arms,  added  to  those  of  the  for- 
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iTiidable  enemies  of  his  mother,  might  have  decisively  turned  the 
scale  against  the  house  of  Austria  ;  and  he  resolved  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  declining  state  of  their  empire.  He  even  began  the 
war  with  an  act  of  treachery.     General  Alvinzi,  tutored  by  a 
prince  whose  ambition  overpowered  his  sense  of  honor,  silently 
crossed  the  Save  at  night  with  a  select  body  of  infantry, -p.      ^ 
and  waited  for  the  arrival  of  another  corps  at  the  con- 
fluence of  that  river  with  the  Danube.  The  expected  troops  not 
appearing,  the  general  awkwardly  apologised  to  the  governor  of 
Belgrade  for  his  freedom  in  approaching  the  town,  and  hastily 
retired  within  the  Austrian  confines^     An  attempt  was  after- 
wards made  to  surprise  Gradisca  ;  but  the  Turks  17«q 
were  ready  to  receive  the  assailants,  who  were  re-     '     * 
pelled  with  loss. 

When  Joseph  thought  proper  to  declare  war,  he  did  p  ,  ,^ 
not  pretend  to  affirm  that  any  injuries  or  provocations 
had  been  offered  to  himself  or  his  subjects  :  he  merely  alleged 
that  he  was  bound  to  assi.^^t  his  ally,  who  had  made  fair  propo- 
sals of  accommodation,  and  who  was  willing  to  adhere  to  trea- 
ties, which  the  grand  signior  was  determined  to  violate.  He 
affected  to  lament  the  failure  of  his  negotiatory  endeavours, 
and  to  think  that  he  deserved  success  for  the  rectitude  of  his 
conduct. 

He  endeavoured  to  rouse  the  Italian  powers  to  a  sense  of  the 
expediency  of  opposing  the  irreconcileable  enemies  of  Christia- 
nity, Venice  he  particularly  wished  to  draw  into  the  confede- 
racy, that  her  ports  might  be  at  the  command  of  Russia  :  but 
the  republic  withstood  all  attempts  to. make  her  a  belligerent 
power.  Genoa  promised  to  gratify  the  Russians  with  the  use 
of  her  harbours,  without  embarking  in  the  war.  None  of  the 
states  of  Europe,  indeed,  would  join  the  imperial  confederates  in 
hostility.  On  the  contrary,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that 
some  powers  would  oppose  them  with  spirit. 

Being  desirous  of  witnessing  the  exertions  of  his  troops,  the 
emperor  exchanged  the  peaceful  scenes  of  his  capital  for  the  tur- 
moils and  dangers  of  the  camp.  He  assisted  at  the  siege  of 
Schabatz,  were,  after  the  town  had  been  taken  by  assault,  the 
garrison  surrendered  the  citadel  at  discretion.  Dubicza  was 
more  bravely  defended.  The  besiegers,  endeavouring  to  enter 
the  place  by  a  breach,  v.'ere  driven  back  by  the  fury  of  the 
Turks,  who,  bein^  reinforced  in  the  night,  sallied  out  after  day- 
break, destroyed  the  works  of  the  Austrians,  and  compelled 
them  to  raise  the  siege. ^ 

Yusef,  the  grand  vizir,  was  at  this  time  encamped  near  Silis- 
tria,  with  an  intention  of  acting  chiefly  on  the  defensive.  In  the 
mean  while,  various  conflicts  arose  between  detached  parties  ; 

I  Coxe's  History  of  tlie  House  of  Austria,  vol.  ii.  cliap.  49. 
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and  much  blood  was  shed  to  little  purpose.  It  was  expected 
that  the  siege  of  Belgrade  would  be  formed  without  delay ;  and, 
indeed,  such  preparations  and  dispositions  were  made  as  seemed 
to  threaten  that  fortress.  For  the  protection  of  so  important  a 
frontier  town,  the  vizir  advanced  into  Servia,  and  took  an  ad- 
vantageous station,  with  his  left  extending  to  the  Save,  and  his 
right  to  New  Orsova.  The  emperor  now  fortified  his  camp  at 
Semlin,and  contented  himself  with  employing  his  troops  in  par- 
tial and  desultory  engagements. 

The  seeming  want  of  vigor  in  the  Austrian  army,  encouraged 
the  Turks  to  rush  into  the  territory  of  Temeswar,  where  they 
attacked  the  troops  stationed  near  Old-Orsova,  and  slew  about 
four  thousand  men.  They  afterwards  made  an  attempt  to  storm 
the  heights  of  Mehabia,  where  general  Wartensleben  was  post- 
ed ;  but  they  were  so  warmly  opposed,  that  they  retreated  in 
confusion  after  a  considerable  diminution  of  their  number.  Ano- 
ther attempt  was  also  frustrated ;  but  the  assailants  at  length  ac- 
complished their  purpose^. 

Alarmed  at  this  irruption,  and  hearing  also  of  an  invasion  of 
Transylvania,  Joseph  left  thirty  thousand  men  at  Semlin,  and 
hastened  with  a  numerous  army  to  the  valley  of  Caransebes, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Wartensleben,  who  had  retired  from 
Mehadia  without  suffering  any  great  loss.  He  now  called  a 
council  of  war,  and  was  advised  by  all  the  staff-officers,  except 
Lacy,  to  risque  a  general  engagement :  but  he  disregarded  this 
advice,  and  exposed  himself  to  the  mortifying  insults  of  the  infi- 
dels, who,  having  erected  batteries  on  some  commanding  emi- 
nences, cannonaded  and  bombarded  his  camp  for  two  days  with- 
out an  hour's  intermission,  and  endeavoured  by  a  bold  ma- 
noeuvre, to  out-flank  him.  He  baffled  all  their  efforts  for  this 
c      Qi   purpose;  but  the  menace  and  movements  of  the  enemy 

P*  induced  him  to  order  a  retreat,  which  was  so  ill  con- 
ducted as  to  be  disgraceful  to  the  Austrian  arms.  Many  of  his 
soldiers  were  killed  in  the  night,  in  a  conflict  between  parties 
that  mistook  each  other  for  the  foe  :  others  were  cut  off  by  the 
pursuers  ;  and,  when  the  fugitive  prince  reached  Lugos,  four 
thousand  of  his  men  no  longer  appeared.  Before  he  decamped, 
he  lost  Vipalanka,  a  town  of  some  strength  near  the  Danube. 
When  it  had  been  re-taken  by  count  Harrack,  the  army  return- 
ed to  Semlin  ;  and  a  partial  armistice  was  concluded\ 

Mareschal  Laudohn  had  no  opportunities  of  signal  achieve- 
ment in  this  campaign.  To  the  conquest  of  Dubicza  he  added 
that  of  Novi ;  but  he  besieged  Gradisca  too  late  in  the  season 
to  command  success. 

3  London  Gazette,  for  September,  1788,  ai\d  also  for  October. 
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An  army  oF  Austrians  and  Russians,  acting  on  the  frontiers 
of  Poland,  invested  Choczim,  and  soon  destroyed  a  great  part 
of  the  town ;  but  the  garrison,  even  amidst  the  horrors  of  famine, 
defended  the  place  above  two  months,  and  then  pro-  o  *  go 
cured  honorable  terms.  The  success  of  the  prince  de  ^  * 
Saxe  Cobourg  on  this  occasion,  did  not  sufficiently  console  Jo- 
seph for  the  disgrace  of  his  principal  army.  The  fatigues  which 
he  had  shared  with  the  meanest  soldier, — his  exposure  at  one 
time  to  oppressive  heat,  and  at  another  to  the  pernicious  exha- 
lations of  marshes, — that  activity  of  mind  which  encroached  on 
the  time  that  ought  to  have  been  appropriated  to  repose, — and 
the  agitation  of  anxious  feelings, — produced  a  fever  which  irre- 
parably injured  his  health. 

In  moments  of  chagrin,  he  complained  that  he  had  not  been 
properly  supported  by  the  Russians  :  but  their  exertions  against 
the  Turks  were  obstructed  by  the  bold  operations  of  a  new  ad- 
versary, which  occasioned  a  diversion  of  force  unfavorable  to 
the  execution  of  the  great  plan  of  conquest  projected  by  the  two 
imperial  courts. 

The  king  of  Sweden  had  offered  his  mediation  between  Rus- 
sia and  the  Porte :  and,  when  the  empress,  who  perhaps  did  not 
think  him  sincere  in  the  offer,  had  contemptuously  rejected  it, 
he  was  encouraged  by  the  king  of  Prussia  and  the  grand  signer 
to  attack  a  princess  uh.:'  viewed  him  with  an  unfriendly  eye, 
who  had  endeavoured  to  excite  discontent  in  his  realm,  and 
whose  power  aroused  his  jealousy  and  apprehension.  Conceiv- 
ing that  the  time  was  favorable  for  such  a  war,  he  made  both 
naval  and  military  preparations,  and  privately  informed  the  Da- 
nish court,  that,  as  he  was  apprehensive  of  an  attack  from  the 
Russians,  he  intended  to  anticipate  the  blow.  This  secret  was 
disclosed  to  the  empress,  who  immediately  ordered  count  Razu- 
moski,  her  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Stockholm,  to  remonstrate 
with  Gustavus,  and  appeal  to  the  nation  against  the  dangerous 
ambition  of  its  sovereign.  The  king,  resenting  the  arrogance  of 
the  envoy,  declared  that  he  would  no  longer  acknowledge  the 
count  in  that  capacity,  and  insisted  on  his  departure  from  Swe- 
den. Hostilities  soon  followed  in  Finland.  The  Swedes  took 
several  small  towns,  and  pretended  to  threaten  even  the  Russian 
capital.  The  duke  of  Sudermania,  brother  to  Gustavus,  bore 
away  with  fifteen  sail  of  the  line  in  quest  of  the  fleet  which  ad- 
miral Greig  commanded,  consisting  of  seventeen  ships  of  that 
description,  furnished  with  a  much  greater  weight  of  metal.  The 
Russians  were  favored  by  the  \\  ind,  before  it  subsided  into  a 
dead  calm.  A  furious  engagement  arose,  near  the  isle  of  Ek- 
holnien;  and  the  result  was  the  capture  of  a  ship  by  each  party. 
After  great  slaughter  on  both  si.les,  each  claimed  the  victorv. 

Vol.  V,       '  K  k  ' 
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In  a  subsequent  conflict,  off  Sweaborg,  the  Russians  had  ob- 
viously the  advantage  ;  and  they  maintained  their  superiority  to 
the  end  of  the  year*. 

The  king's  hopes  of  military  success  were  baffled  by  the  dis- 
affection of  many  of  his  officers,  who,  alleging  that  he  had  no 
right  to  involve  the  nation  in  war  without  the  consent  of  the 
stales  of  the  realm,  refused  to  obey  his  orders  for  the  direction 
of  the  campaign.  He  was  also  thwarted  in  his  views  by  the  op- 
position of  the  prince  of  Denmark,  whom  he  had  in  vain  courted 
to  join  him,  and  who  ordered  prince  Charles  of  Hesse-Cassel  to 
invade  Sweden  on  the  side  of  Norway,  inconsequence  of  a  trea- 
ty of  alliance  which  h.-^/J  been  concluded  long  before  with  the 
court  of  Petersburg.  The  empress  at  the  same  time  recalling  a 
part  of  the  force  which  she  had  sent  against  the  Turks,  Gusta- 
vus  was  so  embarrassed,  that  he  scarcely  knew  how  to  act. 

A  Russian  fleet  had  been  intended  for  the  Mediterranean:  but 
the  refusal  of  Great  Britain  and  Holland  to  furnish  store  ships, 
and  promote  in  other  respects  the  equipment  of  the  fleet,  ob- 
structed the  views  of  the  empress.  If  the  Spanish  throne  had 
been  filled  with  an  active,  spirited,  and  enterprising  monarch,  he 
would  also,  perhaps,  have  checked  the  advance  of  her  armament, 
as  it  w  as  by  no  means  the  w  ish  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  that  the 
Russians  should  become  powerful  in  the  Mediterranean.  Charles 
lU.  was  still  in  existence  ;  but  he  was  in  the  decline  of  life,  and 
unw  illing  to  interfere  on  this  occasion.  His  eldest  son  Philip 
having  been  declared  incapable  of  reigning,  on  account  of  an 
extraordinary  deficiency  of  intellect,  his  second  son  Charles  suc- 
ceeded him  before  the  close  of  the  year^.  The  father  of  these 
two  princes  did  not  possess  a  strong  mind  or  a  cidtivated  under- 
standing :  but,  if  he  displayed  not  the  illumination  of  genius,  he 
exhibited  occasional  gleams  of  good  sense.  Charles  IV.  was  a 
weak  prince,  led  by  his  ministers,  who  did  not  deem  it  prudent 
to  assist  the  Turks  against  the  empress.  The  queen  of  Portu- 
gal was  equally  disposed  to  be  neutral;  and  neither  court,  in- 
deed, ought  to  be  blamed  for  this  forbearance. 

In  the  Euxine  -di  Jiotilla  was  equipped  by  the  czarina,  who  in- 
trusted it  to  the  command  of  the  prince  of  Nassau-Siegen.  A 
naval  engagement  occurred  in  the  summer  near  Oczakoff.  The 
capitan  juisha,  with  fifty-seven  small  vessels,  bore  down  upon 
the  prince  of  Nassau,  w  ho,  not  dismayed  by  the  great  superiori- 
ty of  the  Turkish  fleet  in  point  of  number,  and  disregarding  the 
advantage  which  his  adversary  derived  from  a  leading  wind, 
fought  w  ith  such  spirit  for  five  hours,  that  the  Turks  were  glad 
to  escape  to  their  grand  fleet,  after  six  of  their  vessels  had  been 
burned,  and  two  captured.  About  two  thousand  of  dieir  number 
fell  in  the  engagement;  while  the  Russians  did  not  lose  two  hun- 

?  Annual  Uegisler,  vol  XXX.  0  On  the  13lh  of  December. 


LET.  XI.  MODERN  EUROPE.  259 

dred  and  fifty.  In  another  conflict,  Hassan  lost  three  thousand 
men;  one  of  his  ships  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates,  were  taken : 
three  sail  of  the  line  blew  up ;  and  other  serious  damage  was 
sustained.  In  two  subsequent  actions,  some  frigates  and  galleys 
were  burned,  and  others  captured^. 

At  an  advanced  part  of  the  season,  a  numerous  army  of  Rus- 
sians advanced  from  the  banks  of  the  Bog,  to  the  investment  of 
Oczakoff,  with  a  formidable  train  of  heavy  artillery.  ^        ^g 
Thesiege  was  superintended  by  prince  Potemkin,  who       '^* 
left  it,  however,  to  be  conducted  by  his  lieutenants.   As  provi- 
sions could  not  easily  be  found  for  so  great  an  army,  many  of 
the  besiegers  Vv'ere  enfeebled  by  the  w  ant  of  sufficient  nourish- 
ment ;  and  extreme  cold  concurred  with  scarcity  to  send  a  con- 
siderable number  prematurely  to  the  grave.  Observing  that  the 
weakest  part  of  the  place  was  on  the  side  of  the  Li  man,  the 
prince  gave  orders  for  an  assault,  when  access  was  yy       17 
facilitated  by  the  strength  of  the  ice  ;  and  the  grena- 
diers and  chasseurs  selected  for  the  service  forced  their  way  into 
the  town,  after  a  long  contest  on  the  ramparts.     The  conflict 
was  continued  with  vigor  in  the  streets  ;  and  the  Russians  lost 
about  four  thousand  eight  hundred  men  on  the  occasion,  while 
the  Turks  lost  thrice  that  number.     Many  of  the  inhabitant^; 
were  put  to  the  sword  by  the  fierce  assailants,  who  rioted  for 
three  days  in  carnage,  rapine  and  debauchery^. 

St.  Nicholas,  the  guardian  saint  of  the  Russian  empire,  re- 
ceived the  solemn  thanks  of  the  conquerors  of  Oczakoft^for  the 
success  with  which  they  were  gratified  on  the  day  appropriated 
to  his  honor  :  and  the  em]3ress  was  so  pleased  with  her  new  ac- 
quisition, that  she  resolved  to  retain  it  as  a  valuable  frontier 
town,  useful  also  for  commercial  purposes.  She  rewarded  the 
prince  with  a  liberal  present,  and  conferred  on  him  the  dignity 
of  hetman  of  the  Cossacks;  and  every  officer  who  had  any  con- 
cern in  the  enterprise  received  marks  of  her  bounty  and  regard. 

Her  Swedish  adversary,  quitting  the  camp  in  Finland,  had 
returned  to  Stockholm,  and  appealed  to  the  loyalty  of  the  citi- 
zens against  the  disaffection  of  the  nobles  and  officers.  To  their 
protection  he  committed  his  family;  and  they  took  measures  for 
putting  the  capital  in  a  proper  state  of  defence.  The  kin^  then 
hastened  into  the  province  of  Dalecarlia,  to  rouse  the  inhabitants 
against  the  Danes.  He  was  soon  joined  by  three  thousand  of 
their  number  :  but  they  were  ill-armed  and  undisciplined.  A 
Danish  army  now  appeared  on  the  Swedish  frontiers,  and  seiz- 
ed Stromstadt ;  and  Gothenburg  was  only  saved  by  the  oppor- 

7  Hisloire  des  Campagnesde  Suworow,  tome  ii. 

8  Vie  de  Catharine  11.  par  Castera,  tome  ii.— Uistoire  des  CampagQCS  de  Suworow^ 
tome  ii. 


260  THE  HISTORY  OF  pakt  iij. 

tune  arrival  of  the  king.  Sweden,  however,  was  still  so  far  en- 
danj^ered  by  this  invasion,  that  Great  Britain,  Prussia,  and  the 
states- general,  thought  proper  to  interpose.  Here  it  mav  be  ob- 
served, that  the  first  of  these  powers,  after  the  renewal  of  con- 
nexion with  Holland,  had  aejreed  to  a  treaty  of  confederacy  with 
the  court  of  Berlin,  which  had  also  formed  an  alliance  with  the 
states.  Mr.  Hugh  Elliot  hastened  to  the  seat  of  w  ar,  and  de- 
clared in  the  names  of  the  allies,  that  Denmark  should  be  attack- 
ed, if  the  operations  against  Sweden  should  be  continued.  The 
prince-royal  who  acco.npanied  the  army,  now  reluctantly  agreed 
to  a  truce,  n  hich  was  repeatedly  prolonged.  Gustavus,  though 
rescued  from  peril,  did  not  seem  pleased  with  an  armistice  which 
precluded  the  gratification  of  his  \  engeance. 

.  „j.Q  A  diet  being  ctjnvoked  by  the  offending  king,  he 
'  '  demanded  the  punishuient  of  the  chief  malcontents. 
The  order  of  nobility,  instead  of  gratifying  him,  seceded  from 
the  assembly  ;  while  the  three  other  bodies  of  the  diet,  although 
they  did  not  consent  in  form  to  all  his  wishes,  suffered  him  to 
imprison  a  great  number  of  nobles  and  officers,  suppress  the  se- 
nate, and  exercise  an  absolute  authority.  The  nobles  were  soon 
liberated  :  but  some  of  tlie  disobedient  officers  were  punished 
with  deaths 

The  forces  of  the  grand  signor  commenced  a  new  campaign 
with  a  mixture  of  hope  and  anxiety.  In  various  skirmishes 
they  acted  with  an  appearance  of  spirit ;  but  the  loss  of  their 
best  troops  enfeebled  the  operations  of  the  survivors.  The  vizir, 
incompliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  people,  had  been  subjected 
to  a  trial  for  his  evacuation  of  the  territory  of  Temeswar,  and 
his  supposed  neglect  of  the  defence  of  OczakofF;  but,  being  ac- 
quitted, he  was  allowed  to  resume  the  command  of  the  army. 
»     •. ,-  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  the  sultan  ;  but  he  now  lost 

^        *  his  imperial  friend,  who  died  in  an  apoplecdc  fit. 

Abdul-hamed  was  a  prince  of  some  merit,  but  not  uninfected 
with  the  barbarism  of  his  country.  He  is  said  to  have  imbibed 
a  tincture  of  science,  some  degree  of  learning,  and  a  general 
knowledge  of  affairs  :  But  he  has  been  praised  beyond  his  de- 
serts ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  been  too  severely  stigma- 
tised by  the  philosophic  king  of  Prussia,  who  represents  him  as 
little  better  than  an  idiot.  He  evinced  a  regard  for  justice,  and 
a  spirit  of  humanity.  He  did  not  oppress  his  christian  subjects  ; 
nor  did  he  tyrannise  over  the  great  mass  of  slaves  that  composed 
the  M(jhammedan  part  of  the  nation.  Selim,  who  was  now  en- 
throned, did  not  immediately  follow  the  example  of  his  uncle  ; 
for  he  marked  the  beginning  of  his  reign  with  acts  of  cruelty  and 
rapacity.     He  put  the  vizir  to  death,  and  seized  his  immeji^e 
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property  ;  and  other  individuals  fell  victims  to  his  inhuman  ca- 
price or  his  insatiate  avidity.  He  made  choice  of  new  oflicers 
of  state  without  regard  to  desert  or  qualification.  He  altered 
the  intended  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  resolved  that  it  should 
be  defensive  against  the  Austrians  and  offensive  toward  the 
Russians.  The  governor  of  Widin,  being  appointed  grand  vizir, 
prepared  to  follow  his  sovereign's  instructions  ;  but,  if  the  plan 
had  been  less  injudicious  than  it  was,  he  was  not  qualified  for 
its  execution. 

In  Moldavia,  the  Russians  made  a  great  impression  upon  the 
enemy.  General  Dorfeldon  obtained  a  victory  near  the  ri\er 
Sereth  ;  and  he  improved  his  success  by  attacking  a  fortified 
camp  w  ith  such  vigor,  that  two  thousand  Turks  were  killed  or 
wounded,  and  the  post  was  completely  forced.  The  siege  oi 
Gradisca  was  resumed  by  the  Austrians;  and  a  furious  cannon- 
ade and  bombardment  so  terrified  the  garrison,  that  the  place 
was  suddenly  evacuated  at  a  part  which  was  not  invested.  Lau- 
dohn  was  astonished  at  his  speedy  success  on  this  occasion:  and 
he  was  more  particularly  pleased,  as  it  promoted  his  views  upon 
Belgrade. 

In  Walachia,  the  Austrians  and  their  allies  were  active  and 
successful.  The  prince  de  Saxe-Cobourg,  being  joined  by  Sou- 
voroff,  advanced  against  the  Turkish  camp  near  Focksani.  His 
right  wing  engaged  and  routed  a  numerous  body  of  cavalry  ; 
and  the  left  met  with  similar  success.  The  assailants  y  ,  ^, 
of  the  camp  were  exposed  to  a  furious  cannonade  ;  -  "  * 
but,  the  artillery  not  being  well  served,  they  scarcely  felt  its 
effects,  and  soon  forced  the  entrenchments  by  the  use  of  the 
bayonet.  The  fortified  convent  of  St.  Samuel  was  afterwards 
attacked.  A  powder  magazine  within  the  building  exploded, 
with  the  loss  of  many  lives  ;  but  the  defence  was  protracted  by 
the  spirit  of  the  commandant.  The  gate  being  forced,  the  con- 
federates put  the  garrison  to  the  sword.  Another  convent  was 
stormed  by  an  Austrian  battalion,  and  two-thirds  of  its  defend- 
ers were  massacred.  About  two  thousand  Turks  were  killed  in 
this  engagement.  The  spoils  of  the  camp  and  the  stores  in  the 
convents,  were  valuable ;  and  the  victory  was  hailed  as  a  re- 
trieval of  the  honor,  of  the  Austrian  arms^". 

When  SouvorofF  had  retired  toward  the  Pruth,  the  grand  vizir 
took  the  opportunity  of  entering  Walachia,  in  the  hope  of  crush- 
ing the  prince's  army.  The  Russian  general,  apprised  of  the 
danger  which  threatened  the  Austrians,  hastened,  to  rejoin  them; 
and  he  advised  their  commander  to  anticipate  the  enemy's  inten- 
tions by  an  immediate  attack.  The  Russians,  whose  number  did 

10  Hist0ir6  des  Campagnes  du  Comte  Alexander  Suworow  Rymaikski,  tome  ii.  chap.  ii?. 
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not  exceed  seven  thousand  five  hundred,  were  arranp;ed  in  three 
lines,  as  were  also  the  Austrians,  w  hose  force  consisted  of  twen- 
ty thousand  men.  The  former  commenced  the  conflict  by  rush- 
c    ^^  on    '"f?  upon  a  l)ody  of  Janisaries  who  were  mounted  en 

V  '  "^  '  croupe  behind  the  Spahis,  and  who,  instantly  leap- 
ing  down,  fou,[i:l\l  for  an  hour  before  they  were  put  to  flijjjht. — 
x^t  the  postol  Tyrkoi^uko!i,tuelve  thousand  Turks  were  quick- 
ly thrown  into  confusion  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  pasha  Os- 
man,  who  with  five  thousand  Spahis  had  turned  the  left  wing  of 
the  Russians,  could  not  secure  himself  against  a  saui^uinary  re- 
pulse. Near  Bnchsa  the  prince  encountered  the  vizir  :  but  he 
was  in  frequent  danger  of  being  overpowered,  and  repeatedly 
summoned  Souvoroff  to  his  aid.  The  count  at  length  oppor- 
tunely reached  the  spot  where  the  Austrians  were  bravely  com- 
bating ;  and,  preventing  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  turn  his 
right  wing,  advanced  to  the  entrenchments  in  front  of  a  wood. 
The  allies  now  leaped  over  the  fosses  and  parapets,  stormed  the 
post,  pursued  the  Turks  with  vigour,  and  killed  almost  every 
one  whom  they  overtook^ \ 

About  eight  thousand  of  the  fugitives  were  drowned  in  the 
Rynma  and  the  Buseo  ;  and  seven  thousand  others  fell  in  the 
battle  and  the  ])ursuit.  The  whole  Turkish  army  exceeded 
eighty  thousand  men,  the  majority  of  whom  abandoned  the 
vizir  after  his  defeat.  The  victors  are  said  to  have  lost  only 
two  hundred  and  seven  men  ;  and  even  their  wounded,  it  is 
affirmed,  were  only  four  hundred  and  ten  ;  but  such  a  state- 
ment is  not  altogether  credible. 

So  great  a  victory  filled  the  Austrian  and  Russian  courts 
with  joy.  The  emperor  conferred  on  Souvoroft'the  dignity  of 
count  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  ;  and  the  czarina  sent  to  each 
of  the  commanders  a  sword  enriched  with  diamonds.  The  sol- 
diers were  publicly  praised  for  their  gallant  eftbrts,  and  reward- 
ed with  pecuniary  presents. 

Laudohn  had  invested  Belgrade  before  this  engagement  sig- 
nalised the  campaign ;  and  he  carried  on  his  operations  with 
such  vigor,  that  all  the  outworks  were  taken  much  sooner  than 
the  besiegers  expected.  The  body  of  the  place,  being  very 
strong,  was  capable  of  enduring  a  longer  siege  than  it  actually 
sustained  :  but  the  dispirited  governor,  not  considering  it  as 
Q  o  defensible  against  the  formidable  artillery  and  deter- 
mined spirit  of  the  enemy,  soon  surrendered  it,  when 
honorable  terms  were  oflfered  to  him.  Property  was  secured  to 

11  Campagnes  de  Snworow,  tome  ii.  chap.  5. — By  the  Austrians  this  is  called  the  battle 
of  Marliiiesti.  Mr .  Tooke  speaks  of  this  eiisagcment  as  a  diffei  eiu  baiile  fi-om  that  which 
took  place  near  iht^  Hymna  ;  :iii  erior  Hi-ising  iVo«n  that  blind  and  liasiy  luode  of  compilaliosi 
which  is  loo  evident  lu  his  Lite  ot  Calhai'iae. 
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the  inhabitants  ;  and  the  troops  obtained  a  safe  conveyance  to 
Orsova. 

In  other  quarters  the  Turkish  arms  \vere  likewise  unsuccess- 
ful. Hasan,  the  distinguished  naval  commander,  who  had  also 
acquired  laurels  in  Esjypt  by  subduing  the  refractory  beys,  as- 
sumed the  direction  of  a  considerable  military  force  in  Bessa- 
rabia, and  encountered  at  Tobak  the  princes  Potemkin  and 
Repnin  :  but  he  was  defeated  in  spite  of  all  his  exertions.  Ben- 
der and  other  stroni^  towns  in  that  province  were  afterwards 
reduced  by  the  Russians,  while  their  allies  gained  possession  of 
the  VValachian  capital. 

Gustavus,  who  was  aided  by  pecuniary  supplies  from  the 
grand  signor,  had  renewed  hostilities  in  Finland,  and  obtained 
an  advantage  over  the  Moscovites  in  a  very  fierce  engagement. 
On  another  occasion,  his  troops  also  remained  masters  of  the 
field :  but  he  was  afterwards  driven  back  within  his  own  fron- 
tiers. His  brother  met  a  hostile  fleet  on  its  way  from  Revel  to 
join  another  squadron  :  but  he  covild  neither  bring  on  a  close 
encounter,  nor  prevent  the  intended  junction.  When  the  king 
had  asain  entered  Russian  Finland,  he  was  attended  ulon<r  the 

^  .  .  .  .  * 

coast  by  a  flotilla,  which,  being  attacked  by  the  prince  of  Nas- 
sau, could  not  effectually  resist  his  superior  force.  The  Swedes 
were  also  harassed  by  land  ;  and  the  hopes  of  Gustavus  were 
again  frustrated. 

While  the  emperor  exulted  in  the  general  success  of  the  cam- 
paign, the  state  of  aflfairs  in  the  Netherlands  seriously  alarmed 
him.  The  innovating  spirit  of  that  prince  was  highly  unpleas- 
ing  to  his  Belgic  subjects.  The  different  provinces  had  long 
enjoyed  distinct  privileges,  which  Great  Britain  and  Holland 
had  guarantied,  after  the  conijuest  of  the  country  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Anne.  Joseph  had  bound  himself  to  the  support  of  the 
constitution  of  each  province:  but,  having  exalted  ideas  of  pre- 
rogative, he  thought  himself  at  liberty  to  make  any  alterations 
on  pretence  of  improvement.  He  formed  nine  territorial  divi- 
sions, and  ordered  a  new  government  to  take  place  in  each,  su- 
perseding the  power  of  the  states  or  provincial  representatives*^ 
In  lieu  of  the  university  of  Lou  vain,  he  instituted  a  new  theo- 
logical seminary,  exempt  from  hierarchical  control,  and  subject 
to  the  direction  of  foreigners.  By  these  and  other  ordinances, 
he  disgusted  all  ranks  of  the  community,  and  excited  such  cla- 
mors as  portended  a  revolt. 

Joseph  was  proceeding  to  Cherson,  to  confer  with  his  Rus- 
sian ally,  when  he  received  intelligence  of  the  forcible  suppres- 
sion of  his  seminary  at  Louvain,  of  the  eruption  of  tumults  in 
other  towns,  and  of  the  general  demand  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances.    After  his  return  to  his   capital,  he  was  informed  that 

12  Tn  Msvcli    irsr. 
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the  people  had  actually  taken  up  arms  against  his  authority, 
and  intimidated  the  ruling'  power  at  Brussels  into  submission  ; 
and  that  prince  Kaunitz  had  pledged  himself  for  the  redress  of 
all  grievances.  Condemning  the  weakness  of  his  minister,  he 
declared  that  he  would  enforce  his  schemes  of  reform ;  and, 
sending  troops  to  the  Netherlands,  ordered  the  slates  to  inti- 
mate their  wishes  by  a  deputation,  and  submit  to  his  control. — 
The  deputies  \\  ere  treated  with  contemptuous /zaw^cwr,  and  mor- 
ii(ied  by  imperious  demands  :  but,  in  another  audience,  he  as- 
sumed a  conciliatory  air,  and  promised  to  restore  the  ancient 
government.  Count  Murray,  having  suppressed  some  commo- 
tions at  Brussels,  issued  an  edict  confirmatory  of  the  privileges 
of  the  provinces  :  and  the  inhabitants  were  apparently  pacified'^ 

Soon  throwing  off  the  mask,  the  emperor  recalled  Murray, 
deputed  count  Trantmansdorff  to  act  as  governor,  and  gave  the 
command  of  the  army  to  an  officer  of  a  harsh  and  unfeeling 
spirit,  who  boasted  that  he  would  quickly  reduce  the  w  hole 
country  to  unconditional  submission.  This  was  an  Hibernian 
of  the  name  of  Dalton,  who  was  not,  however,  countenanced  by 
Trantmansdorff  in  his  violent  schemes.  The  latter  having  sus- 
pended,for  three  months,a  decree  for  the  re-establishment  of  the 
seminary,  Joseph  ordered  him  to  enforce  it  without  farther  de- 
lav.  As  the  council  of  Brabant  refused  to  concur  in  it,  Dalton 
prepared  to  carry  it  into  effect  by  military  coercion.  A  tumult 
arising  in  the  streets,  the  soldiery  shed  some  blood ;  but  the 
count  prevented  the  conflict  from  being  more  sanguinary  by  de- 
claring that  he  would  not  press  the  adoption  of  the  decree. 

Another  interval  of  tranquillity  ensued.  The  university  of 
Louvain  was  then  superseded  by  the  seminary,  after  the  murder 
of  manv  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  troops  of  the  despot.  At 
Mechlin  and  Antwerp,  the  old  colleges  were  also  shut  up, 
amidst  the  murmurs  of  the  clergy  and  the  people. 

These  grounds  of  offence  did  not  prevent  the  states  in  the 
majority  of  the  provinces,  from  granting  the  usual  subsidies  to 
their  sovereign.  The  states  of  Hainault,  refusing  to  allow  what 
they  thought  he  did  not  deserve,  were  dissolved  by  force;  and 
the  privileges  of  the  province  were  annulled.  The  three  orders, 
in  Brabant,  did  not  at  first  agree  in  their  votes ;  but  they  at 
length  joined  in  opposing  the  court,  when  an  immediate  change 
in  their  constitution  was  threatened.  As  they  refused  to  approve 
the  edicts  oftered  for  their  assent,  the  assembly  was  dissolved, 
and  the  constitution  declared  void. 

While  the  Netherlands  were  thus  agitated,  the  French  revo- 
lution broke  out.  The  example  of  the  Gallic  ad\  ersaries  of  the 
court,  and  the  hope  of  aid  from  a  free  nation,  encouraged  the 
Bel"-ians  to  counteract,  with  redoubled  zeal,  the  views  of  the 

13  Coxe's History,  vol.  ii.  chap.  50. 
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emperor.  The  emissaries  of  Prussia  and  of  Holland  fanned  the 
rising  flame  ;  and,  in  several  towns,  the  people  attacked  the  sol- 
diery, and  did  not  desist  before  many  lives  were  lost. 

An  advocate,  named  Vander  Noodt,had  been  condemned  on 
a  charge  of  treason  but  had  escaped  by  flight  the  vengeance  of 
the  government.  Being  protected  by  the  Dutch,  he  organized 
at  Breda  a  considerable  body  of  Belgic  emigrants,  and  prepared 
to  return  triumpiiantly  to  Brussels.  The  command  of  this  force 
was  given  to  Vander-Mersch,  who  had  obtained  some  military 
reputation.  A  manifesto  was  issued,  in  the  name  of  the  Bra- 
ban^ons,  intimating  that  a  prince  who  had  evinced  no  regard 
for  their  rights  and  priviliges,  had  no  just  claim  to  their  alle- 
giance. 

Some  forts  near  the  Scheldt  were  seized  by  a  party  of  insur- 
gents, while  Vander-Mersch,  advancing  with  about  three  thou- 
sand men,  encountered  fifteen  hundred  of  the  armed  adherents 
of  Joseph,  and  prevailed  in  the  conflict.  When  a  greater  force 
approached,  the  revolters  returned  into  Dutch  Brabant.  Ex- 
pecting to  be  favoured  by  the  inhabitants  of  Gent,  Vander-Mersch 
sent  a  part  of  his  army  lo  attempt  the  reduction  of  that  town. 
The  garrison  did  not  long  defend  either  the  city  or  the  fort ;  and 
Brugos  and  other  towns  were  soon  taken  by  the  opponents  of  an 
arbitrary  court.  The  states  of  the  province  of  Flanders  now 
agreed  to  a  vote  of  independence,  and  invited  the  rest  of  the  Ne- 
therlands to  concur  in  shaking  off  an  oppressive  yoke'"*. 

General  Dalton  and  count  TrautmansdorlFdid  not  act  in  unison 
at  this  crisis.  The  former  was  still  inclined  to  be  rigid  and  coer- 
cive :  the  latter,  temperate  and  conciliatory,  suppressed  the  new 
seminary,  and  revoked  other  innovations.  The  general  marched 
to  attack  Vander-Mersch,  whohad  re-entered  Austrian  Brabant: 
but  on  farther  deliberation,  he  resolved  to  oppose  the  insurgents 
in  the  Flemish  province.  Before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
tion, however,  the  adverse  party  found  means  to  draw  offa  great 
number  of  his  men  ;  and,  upon  those  who  remained  under  his 
nominal  command,  he  knew  not  how  far  he  might  depend. 

The  possession  of  the  Belgic  capital  being  eagerly  desired  by 
the  revolters,  the  emissaries  of  Vander- Noodt  roused  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  city  to  arms.  Aided  by  military  deserters,  the  peo- 
ple re-attacked  different  parties  cf  the  soldiery,  and  at  length 
met  with  success.  Dalton  capitulated  for  a  safe  retreat  y^ 
with  his  small  army,  and  plundered  the  country  in 
his  way  to  Luxemburg.  Vander-Noodtand  Vander-Mersch  now 
returned  to  Brussels  with  elation  of  spirits  ;  and  the  states  of 
Brabant  declared  the  province  independent.  Hainault,  Lim- 
burg,  and  other  Belgic  territories,  were  also  rescued  from  Aus- 

14  Cuxe,  vol.  ii,  chap.  50. 
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trian  tyranny  :  but  Luxemburg  did  not  withdraw  itself  from  the 
yoke.  An  alliance  was  formed  by  the  emancipated  provinces; 
and  the  new  administrators  of  public  aflairs  devoted  their  atten- 
tion to  the  re-establishment  of  order  and  tranquillity. 

In  another  portion  of  the  emperor's  territories,  similar  discon- 
tent prevailed.  He  had  acknovvleged  the  privileges  of  the  Hun- 
garians on  his  accession  to  their  throne;  but  he  had  given  offence, 
to  that  nation,  by  refusing  to  be  crowned  (that  he  might  not  be 
obliged  to  confirm  those  privileges  by  the  solemnity  of  an  oath); 
by  removing  the  regalia  from  native  custody  to  the  Austrian  ca- 
pital ;  by  ordering  a  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  the  Hungarian 
language  in  public  acts  and  records;  by  introducing  new  modes 
of  judicial  process,  and  altering,  in  various  points,  the  ancient 
constitution  of  the  country.  The  rigors  of  military  conscription, 
and  the  exorbitancy  of  taxation,  at  length  elevated  the  murmurs 
of  the  people  into  loud  clamors  ;  and  an  insurrection  seemed  to 
be  on  the  point  of  breaking  out. 

Declining  in  health  and  in  spirits,  Joseph  was  keenly  affected 
by  the  intelligence  of  the  state  of  Hungary,  and  confounded  at 
the  news  of  the  Belgic  revolt.  He  sent  count  Cobenzel  into  the 
Netherlands  to  promise  a  full  restoration  of  constitutional  rights: 
but  no  regard  was  paid  to  professions  \v  hich  were  deemed  insin- 
cere. He  consented  to  a  re-establishment  of  the  Hungarian  con- 
stitution, and  sent  back  the  insignia  of  royalty,  with  a  declara- 
tion of  a  willingness  to  be  crowned,  and  to  take  the  accustomed 
oath  of  just  and  legal  government.  But  he  had  no  opportunity 
of  performing  his  provinces,  even  if  he  had  been  so  inclined.  His 
lungs  had  been  gradually  decaying  :  he  had  been  harassed  by  a 
slow  fever,  \\  hich  was  followed  by  an  asthma  and  a  fistula. 
1  "00  '^^^^^  afflicted  in  his  person,  agitated  also  with  men- 
tal inquietude,  he  approached  the  close  of  life.  No 
longer  fretful  and  irritable,  he  resolved  to  meet  with  firmness  a 
fate  which  he  could  not  prevent.  He  died  in  the  tenth  year  of 
Feb  "^0  ^^^^  reign  over  his  hereditary  dominions,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years^*. 

The  countenanceof  Joseph  was  expressive;  his  manners  were 
courteous  :  and  he  was  in  general,  temperate,  chaste,  and  at- 
tentive to  exterior  decorum.  His  abilities  might  have  raised 
him  to  a  high  rank  among  modern  potentates,  if  his  judgment 
had  been  more  mature  and  correct.  But  his  spirit  was  so  rest- 
less, and  his  rage  for  reform  so  violent,  that  he  did  not  suffi- 
ciently consider  the  luUure,  tendency,  or  propable  efficacy  of  his 
schemes,  or  examine  hou  far  one  was  consistent  with  another ; 
and  his  disposition  was  so  arbitrary,  that  he  would  not  conde- 
scend to  adapt  his  innovations  to  the  temper  or  wishes  of  his 
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people,  but  seemed  to  think  that  his  will  and  pleasure  constitut- 
ed an  ample  recommendation  of  all  the  projects  or  whims  with 
which  his  brain  teemed^*. 

As  he  left  no  issue,  by  either  of  his  wives,  Austria  and  its  de- 
pendencies devolved  to  his  brother,  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany. 
Wisdom  and  policy  were  essentially  requisite  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  disordered  affairs  of  a  part  of  those  territories  ;  and 
Leopold  was  not  altogether  deficient  in  such  qualities. 

The  grand  duke  had  been  involved,  by  his  reformative  spirit, 
in  a  contest  with  the  pope.  He  had  made  some  progress  in  the 
restriction  of  the  power  of  the  holy  see,  when  he  met  with  a  pre- 
late who  was  warmly  disposed  to  second  him  in  that  species  of 
reform.  This  was  ScipioRicci,  bishop  of  Pistoia,  whose  altera- 
tions of  discipline  exposed  him  to  papal  animadversion,  which, 
hou  ever,  he  disregarded  and  despised.  He  even  ventured  to 
propagate  opinions  not  exactly  agreeing  with  the  received  doc- 
trines of  the  catholic  church  ;  and,  in  a  diocesan  synod,  his  in 
novations  were  readily  adopted.  Pius  threatened  him  with  ex- 
communication, but  was  deterred,  by  the  firmness  of  Leopold, 
from  proceeding  to  that  extremity.  A  general  synod  being  con- 
voked at  Florence,  three  archbishops  and  ten  bishops  gratified 
the  pope  by  dissenting  from  those  reforms  which  the  grand  duke 
wished  to  establish  ;  and  the  populace,  exclaiming  against  Ricci 
as  a  heretic,  plundered  his  palace  :  but  he  interceded  with  his 
sovereign  for  the  pardon  of  the  rioters.  In  the  progress  of  the 
contest,  Leopold  published  all  appeals  to  Rome,  deprived  the 
nuncio  of  all  spiritual  privileges  and  power,  and  annihilated  all 
dependence  of  the  members  of  religious  orders  on  foreign  supe- 
riors ;  and,  not  forgetting  temporal  affairs  and  worldly  advan- 
tages, he  claimed  the  dutchy  of  Urbino  as  an  original  appendage 
of  the  Tuscan  principality.  But,  when  he  was  called  by  his  bro- 
ther's death  into  a  wider  field  of  action,  he  desisted  from  his 
territorial  pretensions^^ 

The  new  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  endeavoured  to  con- 
ciliate the  subjects  of  the  former  realm,  and  the  Belgians,  by 
disclaiming  all  intention  of  pursuing  the  projects  of  their  defunct 
sovereign,  and  promising  to  govern  them  with  j  ustice  and  equity. 
He  intimated,  to  Great  Britain  and  the  States- general,  that  he 
wished  to  be  on  terms  of  amity  with  them,  and  would  accept 

16  "  He  himself  (says  Mr.  Coxe)  bore  witness  to  the  folly,  the  inconsistency,  and  the  Im- 
practicability of  his  BcheiTi'  s,  when,  at;  the  clost,-  of  his  life,  he  said,  1  would  have  engraven 
on  my  tomb,  Here  lies  a  .sovereign,  who,  with  the  best  intentions,  never  carried  a  single 
project  into  execution. 

He  married  the  princess  Elizabeth  of  Parma,  grnnd  daugliter  of  Philip  of  Anjou,  king  of 
Spain  ;  and  Maria  of  Bavaria,  daughter  of  the  unfortunate  emperor  Charles  VII.  To  the 
former  he  was  particularly  attached  ;  but  he  had  no  afTectiou  for  his  second  wife,  chiefly 
because  her  person  was  disagreeable. 
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their  mediation  for  the  re-establishment  of  peace.  He  assured 
them  that  he  had  no  high  degree  of  ambition,  and  that  his  de- 
mands would  not  be  unreasonable.  To  the  Prussian  monarch 
he  applied  for  an  explanation  of  the  precise  object  of  a  late  al- 
liance with  the  Porte  ;  and,  that  he  might  be  prepared  for  an 
eventual  Avar  w  ith  that  prince,  he  ordered  an  army  to  be  assem- 
bled in  Bohemia ;  requesting,  at  the  same  time,  that  Frederic 
William  would  assist  him  in  obtaining  the  imperial  dignity. 
The  king  promised  to  vote  for  him  on  this  occasion  ;  but  was 
less  compliant  in  other  points. 

Being  eager  to  prosecute  the  war  against  the  Turks,  while 
fortune  favoured  the  Austrian  arms,  Leopold  objected  to  a  truce 
proposed  by  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  made  preparations  for 
vigorous  hostilities,  before  the  Prussian  potentate  seemed  to  be 
fully  determined  upon  action.  He  hoped,  by  a  display  of  courage 
and  spirit,  to  confound  the  hopes  of  those  who  derived  confidence 
from  his  embarrassments.  Aware  of  the  Anti-Austrian  zeal  of 
Hertzberg,  he  directed  baron  Spielman,  the  confidential  agent 
of  the  Veteran  Kaunitz,  to  exert  all  his  address  in  weakening 
the  credit  of  the  opposing  minister,  and  counteracting  the 
schemes  of  Prussian  hostility.  As  Bischoffsuerder,  and  the  ii- 
lummes  of  the  court,  concurred  with  Spielman  on  this  occasion, 
the  king  after  expensive  preparations,  desisted  from  his  high 
dem/ands:  suffering  Leopold  to  restrain  every  district  in  Poland 
which  his  mother  had  seized,  and  to  procure  from  the  Porte  a 
cession  of  the  territory  of  Old  Orsova  ;  and  not  insisting  on  his 
adoption  of  violent  measures  to  compel  Russia  to  make  peace^*. 

In  the  third  campaign  of  the  war,  the  Austrians,  having  re- 
dused  Orsova,  formed  the  sieges  of  Widin  and  Giurgewo  ;  but 
the  besiegers  of  the  latter  place  were  so  fiercely  assaulted,  that 
they  retired  in  confusion.  The  mediation  of  Great  Britain  and 
her  allies  prevented  farther  disgrace  or  additional  success.  A 
convention  was  signed  at  Reichenbach,  by  Mr.  Ewart,  count 
Hertzberg,  the  baron  de  Reede  and  Spielman,  providing  for  a 
J  ,    <^„  speedy  treaty  of  peace  between  Leopold  and  Selim,  al- 

^  '  most  entirely  on  the  basis  of  the  status  quo  ante  helium. 
An  armistice  followed  ;  and  a  negotiation  for  a  definitive  treaty 
commenced  at  Szistova^^ 

The  Russians  continuing  the  war,  various  incidents  occurred 
in  its  progress  ;  of  w  hich  the  most  memorable  was  the  siege  of 
Ismael,  a  strong  and  well-garrisoned  town  in  Bessarabia.  At 
this  scene  of  action,  the  courage  and  cruelty  of  Souvoroff  were 
strikingly  displayed.  Prince  Potemkin  had  besieged  it  for 
seven  months,  and  was  so  far  from  despairing  of  success,  that 

18  nistoire  fles  pi-incipaux  Evcnemcns  de  Regne  clc  Fi-^deric  Guillaurae,  tome  ii. 
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he  ordered  the  count  to  reduce  the  town  within  three  days.  The 
besieging  army,  including  the  marines  in  the  squadron  of  rear- 
admiral  Ribas,  consisted  of  twenty-eight  thousand  men  ;  while 
the  garrison  amounted  to  forty -three  thousand.  To  a  demand 
of  surrender  it  was  said  in  reply,  that  the  Danube  would  stop 
its  course,  and  the  heavens  begin  to  fall  toward  the  earth  before 
Ismael  would  surrender.  Smiling  at  this  bravado,  SoavorofF 
coolly  made  preparations  for  the  hazardous  assault.  Before 
day-break,  six  columns  advanced  on  the  side  of  the  land,  and 
three  from  the  banks  of  the  Danube.  In  approaching  y.  , , 
the  ramparts,  they  sustained  some  loss  from  a  brisk 
cannonade.  The  first  column  having  passed  two  fosses  and 
leaped  over  a  chain  of  palisades,  seized  one  bastion  and  attack- 
ed a  second  with  vigor.  The  fourth  and  fifth  columns  met  with 
an  obstinate  resistance.  They  were  driven  back  from  the  ram- 
part into  a  deep  fosse  ;  and  the  Turks,  sallying  through  one  of 
the  gates,  slew  many  of  the  assailants.  Assisted  by  a  body  of 
reserve,  those  columns  repelled  the  enemy,  and  secured  a  bas- 
tion. The  other  Russian  divisions  pushed  forward  with  alacri- 
ty ;  and  all  at  length  forced  a  passage  into  the  town.  Conflicts 
followed  in  every  street,  and  blood  was  prodigally  shed.  A 
stone  cavalier,  and  several  fortified  houses  built  of  the  same  ma- 
terial, remained  to  be  taken.  One  of  these  withstood  every  as- 
sault for  two  hours,  being  defended  by  the  personal  exertions  of 
a  veteran  pasha,  who  when  he  had  surrendered  himself  to  cap- 
tivity, lost  his  life  in  an  accidental y^'aca*.  The  cavalier  was  so 
furiously  attacked  by  Ribas,  that  the  governor  of  Ismael,  who 
had  retired  to  this  post,  yielded  it  to  save  its  defenders  from 
massacre.  Within  eleven  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the 
assault,  all  opposition  of  moment  ceased:  but  occasional  conflicts 
occurred  for  three  days,  during  which  the  victorious  general 
permitted  his  soldiers  to  pillage  the  town'°. 

It  was  computed,  that  thirty-three  thousand  Turks,  among 
whom  were  many  women,  were  sacrificed  in  this  dreadful  as- 
sault. About  ten  thousand  soldiers,  besides  the  inhabitants, 
were  made  prisoners  ;  and  these  were  ordered  by  the  Russians, 
as  the  frost  rendered  it  difficult  to  dig  the  earth,  to  throw  the 
dead  bodies  into  the  Danube.  SouvorofF reported,  that  only  four 
thousand  three  hundred  of  his  men  were  killed  or  wounded:  but 
some  accounts  have  extended  the  number  to  fifteen  thousand. 
The  place  abounded  with  all  kinds  of  stores;  and  the  spoils  were 
estimated  at  two  millions  sterling. 

The  Russians  were  also  gratified,  in  this  year,  with  naval 
success.  Near  the  isle  of  Andros,  indeed,  their  flotilla  was  de- 
feated by  a  superior  Turkish  and  Algerine  force  ;  but,  in  the 

20  Histoire  des  Campagnes  tie  Suworow,  tome  ii.  chap.  6. — Vie  de  Catharine,  par  Qfis- 
(era,  tome  ii. 
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Black  Sea,  they  disabled  and  dispersed  a  considerable  Ottoman 
armament,  destroyed  the  admiral's  ship,  and  bore  off  two  prizes, 
with  the  loss  of  only  twelve  men.^\ 

On  the  part  of  the  Swedes,  some  resolute  efforts  marked  the 
remainino;  course  of  the  war.  They  defended  Karnankoski,  a 
post  on  the  borders  of  the  lake  Saima,  against  ten  thousand 
men,  who  were  repelled  by  about  three  thousand.  The  gallant 
prince  of  Anhalt,  who  commanded  the  assailants  under  general 
Igelstrom,  fell  on  this  occasion.  Gustavus  afterwards  encoun- 
tered a  fleet  of  small  ships  near  Fredericksham,  and  captured 
or  destroyed  forty  vessels  ;  but  the  duke  of  Sudermania,  in  an 
attack  upon  the  port  of  Revel,  lost  two  ships  of  the  line.  The 
two  brothers  then  united  their  squadrons,  and  were  stationed  at 
the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Wyborg,  where  the  king  had  m  ide  a 
fruitless  attempt  to  destroy  a  coasting  flotilla.  The  division  of 
the  prince  of  Nassau  having  approached  the  grcmd  Russian  fljet, 
commanded  by  Chitchakoff,  the  retreat  of  the  Swedes  became 
diflicult  and  dangerous.  On  each  side  of  a  strait  through  which 
thev  were  to  pass,  were  two  Russian  sail  of  the  line,  which, 
however,  did  not  materially  injure  the  Swedish  van  in  its  ])ro- 
irress  from  the  bay.  Tiie  duke  endeavoured  to  burn  those  ships; 
but  the  vessels  employed  in  that  service  were  driven  upon  two 
of  his  ships,  which  quickly  blew  up.  In  the  confusion  that  en- 
>ued,  four  Swedish  sail  of  the  line  struck  upon  the  rocks,  and 
were  taken  :  and  two  more,  besides  a  great  number  of  small 
vessels,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy^^ 

Between  the  prince  of  Nassau,  and  the  monarch  whose  fleet 
thus  narrowly  escaped  total  destruction,  an  engagement  took 
place  in  the  following  week  near  Swensk-Sund,  chiefly  with 
small  ships.  Gustavus  was  assisted  by  Sir  Sydney  Smith  and 
other  British  officers,  whose  example  stimulated  the  hereditary 
valour  of  his  subjects.  He  captured  or  destroyed  forty-two 
ships,  and  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  a  fleet  v\hich  far 
ovit-numbered  his  own. 

The  peace  of  the  north  was  soon  restored  after  this  action. 
By  the  mediation  of  the  Spanish  minister  at  Petersburg,  and 
urider  the  influence  of  the  convention  of  Reichenbach,  prelimi- 
naries were  concluded  in  the  summer  ;  but  the  empress  was  not 
inclined  to  an  immediate  pacification  w'wh  the  Porte,  unless  she 
should  be  permitted  to  retain  some  important  conquests. 

Leopold  was  engaged  in  the  task  of  conciliating  the  opposers 
of  his  late  brother,  when  his  dignity  and  power  were  augmented 
„  Q  by  the  acquisition  of  the  imperial  crown.  He  now  re- 
•  nevved  his  declaration,  that  he  would  restore  those  pri- 
vileges which  the  Belgic  provinces  had  enjoyed  under  the  go- 

21  Loiulon  Gazette  for  October.  1790. 
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vernment  of  his  respected  mother  ;  and  on  that  ground  he  de- 
manded, by  a  fixed  day,  the  return  of  the  inhabitants  to  their 
allegiance.  The  king  of  Prussia  and  his  allies  had  bound  them- 
selves, in  the  late  convention,  to  a  guaranty  of  that  constitution 
which  Charles  VI.  had  engaged  to  maintain,  when  the  Nether- 
lands were  transferred  to  the  house  of  Austria :  but  Leopold 
wished  to  elude  that  part  of  the  agreement :  and,  as  dissensions 
pervaded  the  provinces,  and  superstition,  prejudice,  and  igno- 
rance, rendered  the  people  in  a  great  measure  unfit  to  enjoy  the 
blessing  of  independence,  he  hoped  to  prevail  by  the  terrors  oi 
his  power.  He  found  the  British  court  not  very  rigid  on  the 
subject :  he  disregarded,  in  this  respect,  the  indignation  of  Fre- 
deric William  ;  and  gained  the  point  at  which  he  aimed.  His 
troops  recovered  Brussels :  and  exterior  submission  was  re- 
stored. He  had  already  pacified  the  Hungarians  whom  ^.^ 
he  overawed  by  a  force  collected  in  the  tranquil  king- 
dom  of  Bohemia;  and  he  received  their  crown  upon  his  own 
terms". 

In  these  negotiations  and  transactions,  Leopold  was  unin- 
fluenced by  the  advice  of  prince  Kaunitz,  wko  now  ceased  to 
sway  the  cabinet.  This  statesman  had  acted  as  minister  for  fo- 
reign affairs  from  the  year  1753  ;  and,  three  years  after  his  ap- 
pointment, he  had  the  chief  concern  in  uniting  the  long-divided 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles.  His  address  and  perseverance 
on  this  occasion,  procured  him  great  applause.  He  certainly 
possessed  a  clear  head  and  an  enlarged  mind ;  was  capable  of 
great  application,  and  too  firm  to  be  discouraged  by  the  appa- 
rent difficulties  of  a  scheme  or  enterprise.  He  was  superior  to 
the  mean  arts  of  intrigue,  and  did  not  cherish  the  malignity  of 
ministerial  vengeance.  He  was  not  rapacious,  or  fond  of  pecu- 
niary accumulation,  though  he  knew  that  he  had  the  purse  of 
the  empress,  in  a  great  measure,  at  his  command. 

As  the  allies  had  influenced  Leopold  to  make  peace,  with  the 
Turks,  they  expected  to  be  able  to  check  the  ambition  of  the 
czarina  :  but  she  was  not  disposed  to  submit  to  their  dictates. 
Imputing  the  aggression  to  the  enemy,  she  claimed  the  right  of 
prosecuting  the  war  until  she  should  be  able  to  obtain  favorable 
terms,  in  return  for  an  enormous  expenditure  and  the  sacrifice 
of  so  many  of  her  subjects.  She  refused  to  re"^tore  Oczakoft', 
though  the  king  of  Great  Britain  commanded  a  fleet  to  be  fitted 
out  with  views  of  intimidation.  She  ordered  her  ire-  ,  „„ , 

nerals  to  commence  another  campaign,  that  her  in- 
fidel foes  might  be  humbled.     With  unabated  spirit,  she  also 
resolved  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  repressing  the  political 
innovations  of  the  Polish  patriots,  uhose  cause,  she  knew,  was 
favored  bv  the  confederates  and  bv  the  Porte. 

9.3  Coxej  vol,  T:.  chap.  C3.  5i. 
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After  the  partition  of  Poland,  Catharine  had  been  the  chief 
administratrix  of  the  new  constitution  which  the  three  powers 
had  framed  for  the  remaining  kingdom  ;  and  the  licentiousness 
of  her  troops,  and  their  contemptuous  treatment  of  the  nation, 
had  excited  general  odium.  Hence,  when  the  czarina,  embar- 
rassed by  the  war,  and  thwarted  by  Great  Britain  and  Prussia, 
proposed  a  treaty  of  close  alliance  with  Stanislaus,  the  diet,  con- 
sidering the  offer  as  merely  dictated  by  a  sense  of  danger,  had 
no  inclination  to  accept  it.  Hertzberg  resolved  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  reluctance  ;  and  the  artful  Lucchesini,  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Prussian  monarch  at  Warsaw,  was  ordered  to  in- 
flame the  disgust  and  animosity  of  the  Polanders,  and  amuse 
them  with  the  hope  of  being  delivered  from  the  Russian  yoke, 
and  restored  to  a  state  of  independence,  by  the  friendly  zeal  of 
his  sovereign.  Hailes,  the  British  minister,  promoted  the  same 
object  with  less  insincerity  ;  and  the  ardent  desire  of  freedom 
peivaded  the  Polish  nation.  This  spirit  produced  a  confederacy, 
which  was  attended  with  important  effects,  not,  however,  ulti- 
mately corresjwnding  with  the  wishes  of  the  associated  patriots^^. 

It  was  proposed  in  the  diet,  that  the  army  should  be  augment- 
ed from  twenty  thousand  to  sixty  thousand  men  ;  and,  notwith- 
standing all  the  efforts  of  the  partisans  of  Russia,  a  vote  for  that 
purpose  was  adopted.  It  was  afterwards  resolved,  that  the  per- 
manent council  should  be  abolished ;  and  the  correction  of  va- 
rious abuses  occupied  the  deliberations  of  the  assembly.  To 
provide  for  the  military  expenditure,  and  for  the  new  arrange- 
ments in  other  departments,  a  considerable  land  tax  was  im- 
posed ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  the  clergy  evinced  their  public 
spirit  by  the  ordinary  free  gift,  exclusive  of  their  proportion  of 
the  recent  impost. 

The  expediency  of  a  new  constitution  for  Poland  being  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  the  king  was  requested  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, whose  attention  should  be  directed  to  that  desirable  ob- 
ject. Eleven  individuals  were  accordingly  selected";  and  the 
important  work  was  undertaken  with  a  judicious  and  temperate 
spirit.  Many  plans  were  discussed,  many  proposals  rejected  ; 
and  above  nineteen  months  elapsed  before  the  diet  voted  all  the 
constitutional  articles.  It  was  then  agreed,  that  the  crown 
--      „  should  not  be  generally  elective,  but  should  be  confined 

'^y  to  the  house  of  Saxony;  and  the  king  received,  from 
the  new  code,  a  degree  of  power  which  rendered  him  more  re- 
spectable and  dignified.  The  nobility  had  no  longer  in  their 
hands  the  potent  means  of  tyranny  which  they  had  long  enjoy- 
ed: the  middle  class  became  more  considerable;  and  all  the  pea- 
sants were  admitted  to  the  protection  of  the  law.  The  majority 

24  Histoirc  du  Kegiie  de  Frederic  Guillaame,par  S6gur,  tome  ill 
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of  tlie  nation  exulted  in  the  change  :  but  the  apprehensions  of 
Rus>ian  hostility  allayed  the  rising  joy. 

The  troops  of  the  empress  prosecuted  the  war  on  the  banks 
of  the  Danube,  with  a  vigor  which  did  not  seem  to  be  diminished 
by  the  secession  of  the  Austrians;  Prince  Repnin,  with   r  .       ^ 
about  twenty  five  thousand  men,  routed  seventy- thou-        ^ 
sand  Turks  at  Maczin,  after  a  consicierable  advantage  had  been 
obtained  over  another  army  at  Babada  in  Walachia  ;  and,  on 
the  side  of  the  Crimea,  the   Moscovites  were  also  victorious. 
Catharine  then  condescended  to  agree  to  preliinina-    . 
ries  of  peace,  under  the  mediation  of  the  Danish       ^* 
court ;  and  a  congress  was  holden  at  Yassi  for  the  completion 
of  the  treaty. 

During  the  congress,  the  minister,  whose  sway  in  Russia  had 
long  been  almost  unbounded,  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which, 
from  his  intemperance  and  his  neglect  of  the  judicious  advice  of 
his  physicians,  soon  became  dangerous.  On  his  way  to  Nico- 
layef  for  better  air,  he  found  himself  extremely  ill.  Alighting 
from  the  carriage  in  which  he  rode  with  the  countess  Branicka, 
one  of  his  nieces,  he  threw  himself  despairingly  on  the^  .- 
grass,  and  died  in  the  arms  of  the  afflicted  lady.  '     ' 

Prince  Potemkin  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  men  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived.  His  character  was  a  compound  of 
opposite  qualities.  Avarice  and  ostentatious  pmdigality,  haugh- 
tiness and  complacency,  reserve  and  communicativeness,  rigor 
and  remissness,  boldness  and  timidity,  licentiousness  and  super- 
stition, activity  and  indolence,  coarseness  and  refinement,  were 
among  the  features  of  his  portrait.  He  had  talents,  if  not  ge- 
nius ;  and  his  information  was  extensive  ;  but  a  very  small  part 
of  it  was  derived  from  reading  He  could  converse  plausibly  on 
all  subjects,  without  being  profoundly  acquainted  with  any.  He 
evinced  his  political  address  in  detaching  the  French  cabinet 
from  its  connexion  with  the  Porte,  and  in  procuring  for  his  mis- 
tress the  friendship  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  He  promoted  the 
military  success  of  his  country,  but  in  a  great  measure  disorga- 
nised the  army.  He  conceived  good  schemes,  but  deranged  the 
finances  and  disordered  the  government.  His  ambition  was 
high,  but  inconsistent.  His  thoughts  wandered  from  one  ex- 
treme to  another;  one  embryo  scheme  was  rapidly  succeeded  by 
a  rival  fancy.  His  whims  and  inconsistencies  seemed  to  render 
him  more  interesting  to  the  czarina.  At  one  time  he  fluttered 
and  courted  her  ;  at  another,  he  arrogantly  domineered  over  his 
sovereign  and  benefactress.  Satiated  with  luxury  and  with 
power,  he  had  scarcely  a  wish  ungratified  ;  and,  in  the  midst  of 
his  prosperity,  he  was  so  listless  and  uneasy,  that  he  even  seem- 
ed weary  of  existence.    After  an  interval  o^  tosdium  and  torpor. 

Vol.  V.  M  m 
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he  would  suddenly  rouse  himself:  but  fresh  satiety  soon  follow- 
ed. With  such  a  mind,  he  was  not  happy  ;  for  he  was  never 
contented. 

On  the  death  of  Potemkin,  the  empress  did  not  manifest  that 
poignant  t^rief  which,  from  his  lonj^  enjoyment  of  her  favor,  she 
was  expected  to  feel.  She  soon  re-entered  into  the  vortex  of  po- 
litics, and  gave  new  instructions  to  her  ministers.  Her  para- 
mour Zouboft'  being  now  desirous  of  acting  in  the  cabinet, 
Markc'ft"  became  his  political  instructor,  and  obtained  the  confi- 
dence both  of  the  favorite  and  his  mistress. 

The  negotiations  at  Yassi  led  to  a  peace.  Count  Bezborodko 
T  g  -  -qo  "^^'^^  commissioned  to  treat  at  the  congress  ;  and  a 
'  *  definitive  treaty  was  at  length  signed.  The  chief 
articles  imported,  that  the  Niester  should  be  the  boundary  of  the 
two  empires  ;  that  the  privileges  of  the  priixiiple  towns  of  Wa- 
lachia  and  Moldavia  should  be  confirmed,  and  the  inhabitants 
be,  for  two  years,  exempt  from  tribute  ;  that  the  government  of 
the  principality  of  Georgia  should  be  guarantied  by  the  Porte ; 
and  that  the  latter  power  should  endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
depredations  and  outrages  of  the  pirates  of  Barbary.  The  grand 
signer  also  consented  to  pay  twelve  millions  of  piasters  to  Catha- 
rine by  way  of  indemnification  for  the  charges  of  the  war  :  but, 
with  a  disinterestedness  which  excited  the  admiration  of  the 
Turkish  plenipotentiaries,  she  declined  the  acceptance  of  the 
offer-X 

Resuming  her  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Poland,  the  empress 
publicly  expressed  a  strong  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  diet,  and  encouraged  the  discontent  of  the  nobles  ^^  ho  op- 
posed the  new  constitution.  She  resolved  to  counteract  by  open 
arms  the  views  of  the  patriots  ;  but  waited  until  the  war  broke 
out  between  France  and  Austria.  Bulkagoff  then  delivered  a 
^  ^  declaration  to  the  king,  couched  in  a  very  imperious 
^  *  strain.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  diet  were 
reviled,  in  this  hostile  manifesto,  as  factious  men,  who  had  arro- 
gantly usurped  all  branches  of  power,  exercised  the  most  tyran- 
nical sway,  and  completed  their  political  iniquity  by  the  subver- 
sion of  that  constitution  under  which  the  republic  had  for  many 
ages  prospered.  They  were  accused  of  having  harrassed  and 
oppressed  the  subjects  of  Russia,  who  were  lawfully  employed 
in  Poland,  and  of  having  even  offered  to  join  the  Porte  in  the 
war  against  the  empress.  But,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  nation 
did  not  apjiear  to  her  to  concur  in  the  proceedings  of  which  she 
complained,  she  would  have  sacrificed  her  just  resentment  to  the 
hope  cf  seeing  these  grievances  redressed  in  a  new  diet,  if  a  great 
number  of  Polanders,  among  whom  were  many  of  hi<h  distinc- 
tion and  merit,  had  not  implored  the  assistance  of  her  arms  for 

26  Tooke's  Life  of  Catharine,  vol.  iti. 
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the  restoration  of  the  laws  and  hberty  of  the  republic.  She  had 
therefore  ordered  her  troops  to  march  into  Poland,  and  trusted 
that  all  who  had  a  ret^ard  for  the  true  interest  of  their  country 
would  zealously  promote  the  good  cause  in  which  she  had  em- 
barked. 

To  this  declaration  a  temperate  answer  was  given  by  the  diet. 
All  intentions  of  ofl'ending  the  czarina  were  disclaimed;  and,  if. 
any  of  her  subjects  had  been  treated  with  seeming  harshness,  it 
was  because  they  were  engaged  in  seditious  practices.  Her  re- 
gard for  Poland  was  not  disputed ;  but  the  right  of  reforming 
the  government  was  asserted,  and  the  constitution  >vhich  she 
disapproved  was  vindicated  as  the  deliberate  and  prudent  work 
of  patriotism,  consonant  with  the  wishes  of  the  generality  of  the 
nation.  A  firm  resolhtion  of  maintaining  it  was  announced ; 
and,  in  an  address  to  the  people,  the  king  and  the  diet  recom- 
mended the  most  vigorous  exertions  against  the  threatened 
hostilities- 
It  v\  as  not  probable,  however,  that  the  Polanders,  weak  and 
divided,  would  be  able  to  withstand  the  Russians  alone  ;  and,  if 
the  troops  of  the  king  of  Pussia  should  co-operate  with  the  nor- 
thern barbarians,  the  hopes  of  independence  would,  it  was  ap- 
prehended, be  soon  frustrated.  Stanislaus  appealed  to  the  good 
faith  of  that  monarch,  and  expressed  a  confidence  (which  he 
could  not  really  feel)  in  his  guaranty  of  the  Polish  government. 
Frederic  William  denied  that  he  was  bound  to  support  the  new 
constitution,  and  hinted  his  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of  the 
diet.  The  empress,  he  added,  felt  high  and  just  indignation  at 
the  new  arrangements  ;  and  there  was  no  prospect  of  allaying 
her  disgust,  unless  the  Polanders  should  retrace  their  steps,  and 
relinquish  their  innovations.  He  was  willing  to  be  so  far  their 
friend,  as  to  promote  a  reconciliation  between  them,  and  the  Rus- 
sians ;  and  he  would  endeavour  to  interest  the  court  of  Vienna 
in  the  same  cause.  The  king  of  Hungary,  connecting  in  his 
mind  the  revolutions  of  Poland  and  of  France,  notwithstanding 
the  difference  between  them,  advised  Stanislaus  to  aim  at  the 
restoration  of  the  old  government,  if  he  wished  to  avert  the 
miseries  which  threatened  the  nation. 

Not  expecting  that  the  czarina  would  listen  to  any  terms  but 
such  as  would  degrade  and  enslave  Poland,  the  king  and  the  diet 
had  raised  a  considerable  army,  of  which  prince  Joseph  Ponia- 
towski  had  the  command.  Hostilities  soon  arose ;  and  the  first 
conflict  was  favourable  to  the  Polanders  ;  but  subsequent  trials 
of  strength  were  adverse  to  their  interest,  and  the  prince  was 
obliged  to  retreat  until  he  received  a  reinforcement.  He  then 
engaged  the  Russians  for  about  ten  hours  at  Zielime,  and  drove 
them  from  the  field.  One  of  his  officers  acquired  reputation  in 
this  campaign,  by  courage  and  conduct.    This  was  Thaddeus 
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Kosciuszko,  a  poor  gentleman  of  Brzesci,  who  had  served  in 
North  America  under  Washington  :  but  neither  his  exertions, 
nor  iht)se  of  his  patriotic  associates  in  mihtary  command,  could 
Jong  check  the  jjrogress  of  the  enemy,  who  prevailed  over  all 
opposition,  not  only  on  the  side  of  the  Ukraine,  but  also  in 
the  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania,  where  the  capital  was  quickly 
reduced. 

The  intrigues  of  Russian  emissaries  had  in  the  meantime  in- 
creased the  number  of  malcontent  nobles,  by  whom  a  confede- 
racy was  fermed  at  Targowitz  for  the  annulment  of  the  new 
Constitution.  The  king  was  solicited  to  enter  into  this  associa- 
tion ;  and  being  also  menaced  by  Catharine  with  the  warmth  of 
resentment,  he  promised  full  submission.  His  compliance  with 
the  stern  demasid  of  his  former  friend  was  follovvcd  by  the  gene- 
ral acquiescence  of  the  nation.  The  short  war  was  closed;  and 
Stanislaus  again  became  a  cipher,  while  the  Russian  general 
dictated  laws  to  Poland. 

When  1  lately  mentioned  the  king  of  Hungarv,  as  interfering 
in  the  affairs  of  Poland,  1  did  not  allude  to  Leopold.  That 
prince,  after  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  at  Szistova  with  the 
grand  signor"^,  directed  his  chief  attention  to  the  concerns  of 
France.  He  was  disgusted  at  the  revolutionary  politics  and  li- 
centious doctrines  of  the  demagogues,  and  at  the  encroachments 
of  the  national  assembly  on  the  rights  of  the  empire.  Frederic 
W^illiam  also  hated  democracy,  and  wished  to  crush  it  in  France 
while  it  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  He  was  tauglu  by  the  emigrant 
nobles  to  believe  that  the  majority  of  the  nation  favored  the 
cause  of  royalty  ;  that  the  troops,  divided,  undisciplined,  and 
ill  furnished  with  the  requisites  of  \tar,  would  be  unable  to  with- 
stand his  orderly  and  well  appointed  battalions  ;  and  that  his 
exertions  f^r  the  extinction  of  Jacobinism,  and  the  restoration 
of  trancjiiillity  to  France,  would  enoble  and  immortalise  his 
name.  His  favorite,  Bischoffswerder,  promoted  the  influence  of 
these  counsels.  Prince  Henry  was  not  so  sanguine.  He  appre- 
hended that  war  would  rather  aggravate  than  remedy  the  evil  : 
and  M.  deBoufflers,  being  of  the  same  opinion,  warned  the  king 
of  the  danger  in  w  hich  his  armed  interference  would  involve  the 
unfortunate  Louis.  The  persuasions  of  M.  de  Segur,  who  had 
been  sent  by  the  French  ministry  to  infuse  pacific  sentiments 
into  the  court  of  Berlin,  also  contributed  to  cool  the  ardor  of  the 
monarch,  who  declared  that  he  would  not  make  war  upon  the 
French,  unless  they  should  attack  the  emperor  or  some  other 
German  prince.  He  consented,  however,  to  sign  a  declaration*' 
at  Pilnitz  (where  he  had  an  interview  with  Leopold)  intimating 
that,  if  Spain,  Sardinia,  Sw  itzerland,  and  the  Germanic  body, 
would  unite  in  a  cause  which  affected  the  interests  of  every  Eu- 

28  On  t  ="e  4th  of  August,  1791.  29  On  the  2"lh  of  August,  1791. 
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ropean  power,  Austria  and  Prussia  would  act  promptly  and  cor- 
dially with  an  ample  military  force,  in  such  a  manner  as  mi^bt 
enable  the  French  kint^  to  frame  a  government,  consistent  both 
with  the  happiness  of  his  subjects  and  the  rights  of  other 
princes^^ 

The  object  of  this  meeting  was  misrepresented  by  the  leaders 
of  the  national  assembly,  as  a  plan  for  the  partition  of  France. 
Strong  censures  and  invectives  were  lavished  upon  all  the 
framers  and  abettors  of  such  a  scheme  ;  and  war  was  declared 
to  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  nation,  and  the  chastise- 
ment of  the  determined  foes  of  liberty.  Spirited  remonstrances 
passed  between  the  executive  ministers  and  the  court  of  Vienna; 
but  neither  party  derived  from  such  negotiations  any  other  be- 
nefit than  delav.  Leopold  certainly  had  no  strong  desire  of  en- 
gaging in  hostilities  :  he  rather  wished  to  avoid  war  by  seeming 
to  be  prepared  for  it.  His  caution  counteracted  the  eagerness 
of  Frederic  William  :  and  he  died  before  the  sword  ^r  i 
was  unsheathed.  His  disorder  was  a  malignant  fe^er, 
which  closed  his  life  in  the  vigor  of  his  age;  for  he  had  not 
completed  his  forty-fifth  year.  His  son  Francis,  to  whom  Jo- 
seph was  so  much  attached  as  even  to  wish  that  he  might  fill  the 
imperial  throne  in  preference  to  his  father,  now  assumed  the 
joint  titles  of  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  was  soon  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  France.  The  circumstances  which  led  to 
it,  and  the  incidents  of  the  lirst  campaign,  have  been  related  in 
a  former  letter,  as  the  subject  was  intimately  connected  with  the 
affairs  of  the  French  nation^". 

The  Swedish  monarch  was  inflamed  with  an  eager  desire  of 
opposing  by  arms  the  progress  of  the  revolution.  A  prince  of 
his  character,  fond  of  monarchical  power,  could  not  approve  a 
government  in  which  the  king  was  an  inefficient  part  of  the 
state  :  he  therefore  resolved  to  make  an  attempt  for  its  subver- 
sion. He  was  encouraged  in  this  bold  scheme  by  the  king  of 
Spain  and  the  czarina  ;  and  he  conserted  with  M.  de  Bouille  a 
plan  of  operations,  which  argued  greater  spirit  than  prudence. 
He  proposed  a  descent  on  the  northern  coast  of  France,  with 
thirty-six  thousand  Swedes  and  Russians,  and  a  speedy  march 
to  Paris,  during  an  invasion  of  the  different  frontiers  by  the 
troops  of  other  powers''.  But  he  was  not  destined  to  shine  as 
the  Agamenmon  of  the  confederacy.  A  conspiracy  was  formed 
against  him  by  the  counts  Horn  and  Ribbing,  baron  Ehren- 
sward,  colonel  Liljehorn,  and  other  partizans  of  the  aristocracr, 
who  deeply  resented  not  only  his  arbitrary  change  of  the  go- 
vernment in  1772,  but  his  subsequent  violation  of  those  articles 

29  Histoir<?  de  Regne  de  Frederic  Guillauine,  par  Siiguf,  chap.  9. — Coxe's  History  oi 
Austiia,  vol.  ii.  chap.  55, 

30  See  Letter  IX.  31  Memoirs  of  the  Marquis  dc  Bouilh.-, 
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(fiivorabie  to  the  diet  or  the  nation)  which  he  had  then  suffered 
to  be  inchided  in  the  constitutional  act.  Disregarding,  with  the 
courage  of  a  Caesar,  an  intimation  of  his  danger,  he  attended  a 
masquerade  at  the  opera-house,  and  was  shot  by  captain  Ankar- 
stroni,  w  ho,  being  more  incensed  against  his  sovereign  for  a  cri- 
minal prosecution  to  which  he  had  been  subjected,  than  grateful 
for  the  pardon  that  he  had  received,  had  offered  to  the  conspira- 
■X].      9Q   t"^^  ^""'^  regicidal  services'^     After  hngering  above 

''^^'  '^  '  twelve  days,  ihe  royal  victim  died  with  the  resigna- 
tion and  fortitude  of  a  Christian.  He  had  reigned  twenty-one 
years,  and  htd  enterefl  into  the  forty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

The  character  of  Gustavus  soared  above  the  ordinary  stan- 
dard. He  had  a  quickness  of  apprehension,  a  ready  flow  of  elo- 
quence, and  a  considerable  fund  of  knowledge.  He  had  a  taste 
for  literature,  and  a  turn  for  varied  inquiry.  His  manners  and 
address  were  pleasing  and  elegant.  He  had  great  courage,  both 
political  and  military  :  but  his  policy  was  more  artful  than  pro- 
found, and  he  had  not  the  skill  of  a  consummate  general.  Though 
arbitrary,  he  was  not  cruel;  and  he  evinced  his  magnanimity  by 
desiring  that  none  of  the  conspirators  should  be  put  to  death : 
but  his  brother  extorted  from  him  an  assent  to  the  capital  pu- 
nishment of  Ankarstrom.  This  daring  assassin  was  exposed  on 
the  pillorv,  and  subjected  to  repeated  flagellation  ;  his  right 
hand  was  cut  off;  he  was  then  decapitated  and  quartered. 
Count  Horn  and  two  of  his  accomplices  committed  suicide ; 
Ribbing,  Ehrensward,  and  Liljehom,  were  baniiiiied  for  life. 

The  crown  prince  being  only  in  his  fourteenth  year,  tlie  duke 
of  Sudermania  was  constituted  regent ;  and,  instead  of  adopting 
tl>e  warlike  schemes  of  his  brother,  he  abstained  from  all  hosti- 
lities against  the  Gallic  revolutionists.  The  Danibh  court  fol- 
lowed this  example  of  neutrality,  without  approving  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  French. 

The  empress  of  Russia,  although  she  had  so  far  profited  by  a 
revolution  as  to  acquire  a  crown  to  which  from  descent  or  con- 
sanguinitv  she  had  no  pretensions,  was  not  fond  of  democratic 
or  republican  revolutions.  She  loudly  condemned  the  presump- 
tion and  audacity  of  the  leaders  of  the  convention,  who  had  trai- 
torously dethroned  their  king,  and  subverted  the  old  regime. 
She  considered  their  proceedings  as  an  insult  to  the  sovereigns 
of  Europe,  who  were  bound,  she  thought,  to  crush  such  seditious 
vipers  as  had  ungratefully  stung  the  bosom  of  royalty.  But  she 
contented  herself  w  ith  exclamations  and  invectives,  and  did  not 
join  in  a  hostile  confederacy.  When  she  cooly  reflected  on  the 
distance  of  France  from  her  empire,  and  turned  an  ambitious 
eve  towards  less  remote  territories,  she  resolved  only  to  issue 
Anti-Gallican  manifestoes,  while  other  powers  attacked  the  new 

32  Appendix  to  the  Annual'Register,  vol,  XXXIV. 
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republic  with  the  vigor  of  hostility.  The  Spanish  court,  when 
Louis  accepted  the  constitution,  had  receded  from  its  promise  of 
supporting  Gustavus  ;  and,  even  after  the  formation  of  a  repub- 
lic had  annulled  the  authority  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  in  France, 
Charles  IV.  declared  that  he  would  observe  the  strictest  neutra- 
lity in  the  war  which  then  raged.  This  prince  interceded  in  be- 
half of  the  rf)yal  prisoner :  but  all  such  solicitations  were  una- 
availing.  After  the  death  of  Louis,  he  sent  the  French  diplomatic 
minister  out  of  Spain  ;  and  the  convention  soon  v|.  .  «  170^ 
.denounced  war  against  him.  The  court  of  Lis-  '  ' 
bon  wished  to  avoid  a  rupture  ;  but,  as  an  auxiliary,  it  detach- 
ed succours  to  Spain  for  the  defence  of  the  Pyrenees.  By  this 
conduct,  and  by  refusing  to  acknowledge  the  republic,  it  excited 
the  indignation  and  the  menaces  of  France.  The  queen  was  at 
this  time  in  a  state  of  (chiefly  religious)  insanity  ;  and  the  prince 
of  Brasil  exercised  the  supreme  sway. 

With  regard  to  Switzerland  and  Italy,  I  may  observe  that  the 
cantons  for  many  years  found  means  to  preserve  |>eace;  but  seve- 
ral of  the  Italian  powers  were  drawn  into  the  war.  The  king  ol 
Sardinia  became  a  confederate  with  Francis  king  of  Hungary, 
after  the  latter  prince  had  acquired  the  dignity  of  emperor  of 
Germany  ;  bui  Ferdinand,  grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  brother  of 
Francis,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  accede  to  the  coalition. 
The  republics  of  Venice  and  Genoa  were  disposed  to  forbear- 
ance; the  pope  also,  and  the  dukes  of  Parma  and  Modena,  were 
not  very  eager  for  war;  but  the  king  of  Naples  was  easily  per- 
suaded to  embark  in  it,  being  not  only  connected  by  consan- 
guinity with  the  Bourbon  family,  but  closely  allied  to  the  house 
of  Austria  ;  for  he  had  espoused  a  sister  of  Joseph,  had  given 
one  daughter  in  marriage  to  the  new  emperor,  and  another  to 
the  grand  duke,  while  his  eldest  son  was  the  husband  toa  daugh- 
ter of  Leopold. 

In  speaking  of  his  Neapolitan  majesty,  I  am  induced  to  re- 
mark, as  it  serves  to  illustrate  .the  manners  of  the  times,  that 
he  had  been  at  variance  w  ith  Pius  VI.  from  the  commencement 
of  his  pontificate.  The  minister  Tanucci  continued  to  encroach 
on  the  supposed  rights  of  the  holy  see  ;  and  the  pope  thought  it 
his  duty  to  resist  such  encroachments.  Among  other  grounds 
of  dissention,  the  appointment  of  an  arch- bishop  of  N  iples  was 
contested;  and,  when  this  dispute  had  beencompron\ised,it  was 
re-kindled  by  the  refusal  of  a  cardinal's  hat  to  the  new  prelate, 
on  pretence  of  his  being  tainted  with  Jansenism.  The  modeol 
presenting  the  white  palfrey,  the  annual  mark  of  feudal  subjec- 
tion, was  also  productive  of  dispute.  Under  the  administration 
of  the  marquis  della  Sambucca,the  supply  of  several  vacant  sees 
occasioned  afresh  contest;  and  the  king  menaced  ihe  pontiff  with 
actual  hostihties,  if  he  should  continue  tfo  with-hold  his  alfir.ma 
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tion  of  his  royal  appointments.  Tlie  storm  was  warded  off  by 
cessions  from  the  pope.  The  suppression  of  a  great  number 
of  monasteries,  and  the  diminution  of  various  sources  of  papal 
revenue  in  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  continued  to  ex- 
asperate Pius,  who  repeatedly  sf.licited  the  interposition  of  the 
court  of  Madrid.  Charles  III.,  ^\  ho  then  reigned,  desired  his 
son  to  be  moderate  in  his  ecclesiastical  reforms  ;  but  Acton  (the 
son  of  an  Hibernian  physician),  who  had  obtained  greut  influ- 
ence at  the  court  of  king  Ferdinand,  encouraged  him  to  a  reso- 
lute perseverance.  When  this  minister  had  procured  the  dis- 
mision  of  San^bucca  and  the  substitution  of  the  marquis  Ca- 
raccioli  in  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  a  total  rupture  with 
the  court  of  Rome  was  expected.  Count  Galeppi  was  sent  by 
Pius  to  propose  a  new  compromise  ;  but  the  king  declared  that 
the  pontiff's  pretensions  were  inadmissible.  Cardinal  B;ioncom- 
pagni,  who  had  succeeded  Pallavicini  as  secretary  of  state,  was 
equally  unsuccessful  as  a  negotiator  at  Niples.  It  is  unneces- 
sary, however,  to  trace  the  progress  of  these  disputes.  I  shall 
therefore  content  myself  with  informing  you,  that  th^  decline  of 
the  papal  pow  er  and  influence  constrained  the  pope  to  acquiese 
in  the  abolition  of  Neapolitan  vassalage  to  the  holy  see,  and  in  a 
modification  of  his  claims  with  regard  to  the  interference  in  pro- 
motions and  the  grant  of  dispensations  ;  while  he  procured  a 
promise  that  five  hundred  thousand  ducats  should  be  given,  as 
an  offering  to  St.  Peter,  by  every  king  of  Naples  on  his  acces- 
sion to  the  throne. 


LETTER  XII. 


A  Survey  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^  to  the  Revolution  effected  by 
the  French  in  Holland,  in  1795. 

EUROPE  was  now  destined  to  witness  a  remarkable  con- 
test between  a  nation  aiming  at  freedom,  and  a  formidable  con- 
federacy of  powers,  whose  eflTorts,  if  not  directed  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  liberty,  were  certainly  not  employed  to  cherish  the  rising 
flame.  It  was  easy  to  foresee  that  such  a  league  would  not  be 
attended  with  the  desired  success,  as  it  would  rather  tend  to 
rouse  the  resentment  and  invigorate  the  exertions  of  those  who 
imagined  that  they  were  pursuing  a  right  course,  than  to  humble 
their  spirit  to  overawe  them  into  submission.  If  French  licen- 
tiousness excited  apprehensions,  the  malignity  of  hostile  violence 
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did  not  promise  remedial  efficacy.     Contemptuous  forbearance 
mi!j;ht  have  been  more  beneficial. 

The  defence  of  Holland  was  the  first  object  of  the  British  mi- 
nistr)'.  Diimouriez,  who  expected  tosubdr.^the  seven  provinces 
with  as  much  facility  as  he  had  reduced  the  Austrian  Nether- 
lands, had  entered  Dutch  Brabant,  near  the  close  of  the  winter, 
and  sent  Bernernon's  division  to  invest  VViliiamstadtand  Klun- 
dert,  while  colonel  Le  Clerc  formed  the  blockade  of  Bergen -op- 
Zoom  and  Steenbero-,  and  oeneral  d'Ar^on  attacked  Breda. 
After  sustaining  a  feeble  bombardment  for  three  days,  the  count 
de  By  land,  being  informed  by  a  French  officer  that  the  comman- 
der in  chief  was  approaching  with  the  grand  army,  surrendered 
Breda  upon  such  terms  as  were  deemed  honour-  tj'  u  04  1 793 
able,  yet  with  no  honor  to  his  character.  Klun-  '  ' 
dert  was  weakly  garrisoned,  but  briskly  defended.  When  this 
town  had  been  reduced,  Williamstadt  was  besieged,  though  with 
little  effect.  Gertrnvdenberg  made  only  a  short  resistance,  al- 
though (says  Dumouriez)  "  it  had  very  strong  out- works,  and 
a  garrison  of  eight  or  nine  thousand  men,  besides  a  superb  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  the  guards  of  the  stadt-holder."  Here  the 
general  found  a  considerable  flotilla :  with  which,  and  other 
small  vessels,  he  prepared  to  pass  into  the  isle  of  Dor  irecht. 

During  these  operations  on  the  Dutch  frontiers,  the  x-Vustrians 
were  far  from  being  idle.  General  Clairfait  attacked  the  inva- 
ders of  Germany,  and  obtained  some  advantage  over  them. 
The  persona]  exertions  of  the  prince  de  Saxe-Cobourg  led  to  a 
more  important  defeat  of  the  French.  He  rushed  upon  them 
near  the  city  of  Aix-la-Chapelle ;  and  about  three  ]yi^j.^jj  3 
thousand  five  hundred  of  their  number  were  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  conflict.  The  retreat  was  precipitate  and  dis- 
orderly ;  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  men  were  reduced  to 
a  state  of  captivity.  Prince  Frederic  of  Brunswick,  on  the  same 
day,  routed  a  strong  corps  at  Brugge. 

As  soon  as  Dumouriez  was  informed  of  the  event  of  these  en- 
gagements, he  sent  orders  to  Miranda  to  continue  the  bombard- 
ment of  Maestricht  from  the  left  bank  of  the  Maes,  and  take 
such  a  position  near  Tongres  as  might  enable  him  to  arrest  the 
career  of  the  Ausirians.  Miranda,  however,  abandoned  the 
Maes,  and  suffered  the  emperor's  troops  to  seize  the  French 
magazines  in  Liege,  while  he  retired  toward  Louvain.  General 
Champmorin,  who  had  taken  Stevenswaert  and  the  fort  of  St. 
Michael,  evacuated  both  places,  and  retreated  to  Diest. 

Being  desired  by  the  convention  to  hasten  to  Louvain  and  re- 
organise the  army,  Dumouriez  left  De  Flers  to  command  the 
troops  in  Dutch  Brabant,  and  advised  him  to  make  an  imme- 
diate attempt  to  penetrate  to  the  centre  of  Holland.     But  this 
Vol.  V.  Nn 
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officer,  concluding  that  his  advance  would  be  endangered  by  the 
effcrts  of  the  English,  of  whom  a  considerable  number  had  ar- 
rived in  Holland,  and  finding  that  the  Prussians  were  approach- 
ing by  the  way  of  Bois  le-Duc,  threw  himself  into  Breda,  while 
colonel  Tilli  occupied  Gertruydenberg;  and  the  rest  of  the  army 
retired  to  Antwerp. 

The  Austrians  having  advanced  to  Tillemont,  a  partial  con- 
flict ensued,  in  which  they  sustained  a  much  greater  loss  than 
their  adversaries.  Encouraged  by  this  success,  Dumouriez  re- 
A/T-  Vi  1  9  solved  to  risque  a  general  engagement.  His  right 
wing,  commanded  by  Valance,  attacked  Middel- 
Winden  and  Ober- Winden,  and  forced  both  posts,  but  did  not 
long  retain  them.  The  duke  de  Chartres,  with  the  central  body, 
also  seized  Neer-Winden,  without  being  able  to  keep  it.  The 
left  wing,  under  Miranda,  endeavoured  without  effect,  to  turn 
the  right  flank  of  the  Austrians.  In  this  part  of  the  field,  the 
prince  of  Wirtemberg  distinguished  himself;  for,  with  a  detach- 
ment which  scarcely  exceeded  seven  thousand  men,  he  repelled 
above  eighteen  thousand  of  the  French  and  chased  them  to  the 
banks  of  the  Laer.  The  archduke  Charles  likewise  obtained 
praise  for  his  exertions  in  dislodging  the  republicans  from  Ors- 
mael.  The  efforts  of  Clairfait  disordered  the  division  of  Va- 
lence, who  was  wounded  and  obliged  to  retire.  Dumouriez  led 
a  fresh  body  of  cavalry  from  his  centre  to  support  the  right;  but 
the  regiment  of  Nassau  cuirassiers,  with  a  rapid  charge,  pene- 
trated the  French  line,  so  as  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  day.  This 
corps,  however,  suffered  severely  by  the  fire  of  two  batteries.  The 
whole  French  army  at  length  retreated  ;  and,  on  the  following 
day,  the  Austrians  made  a  partial  attack,  during  which  many  of 
the  fugitives  were  drowned  in  the  Geete.  By  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  general,  above  four  thousand  of  the  French  were 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  real 
amount  was  considerable  greater.  It  may  also  be  concluded, 
that  the  Austrians  lost  more  than  they  pretended.  Perhaps,  in 
their  army,  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  lost  their  lives  or 
were  wounded ^ 

So  discouraged  were  the  troops  of  the  republic,  that  they  de- 
serted in  great  numbers.  Danton  and  La -Croix,  who  had  been 
sent  by  the  convention  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  army,  met 
whole  companies  and  battalions  of  deserters,  and  *vere  assured 
by  Dumouriez,  that  he  could  not  prevent  this  misfortune,  as  the 
conduct  of  the  assembly,  in  thwarting  his  operations,  and  not 
furnishing  him  w  ith  a  sufficient  number  of  regular  troops,  or 
with  proper  supplies  in  other  respects,  had  involved  him  in  se- 
rious difficulties. 

1  Dnmouriea's  account  (in  his  Memoires,  tome  ii.)  compared  with  the  narrative  of  an 
Austrian  ofticer. 
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The  prince  de  Saxe-Cobourg:,  who  had  followed  the  French 
general  to  the  neiij;hbourhood  of  Louv  ain,  attacked  him  in  the 
strong  post  of  Pellenbers^,  which  was  so  well  de-  ^^  .  ^9 
fended  that  it  could  not  then  be  forced.  After  a 
night's  respite,  the  assault  was  renewed,  that  the  Austrians  were 
successful.  The  French,  having  lost  above  two  thousand  men, 
were  driven  over  the  D3  le  :  Louvain  was  seized,  and  Brussels 
was  left  defenceless^ 

Findinoj  himself  suspected,  and  even  hated, by  the  two  princi- 
pal parties  that  divided  the  convention,  Dumouriez  prepared  for 
the  execution  of  a  scheme  which  he  ought  to  have  previously 
attempted.  He  lamented  the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  and 
considered  the  constitutional  monarchy  as  better  calculated  for 
their  removal  than  the  sway  either  of  the  Girondists  or  Jacobins. 
He  intended  (if  he  could  procure  the  concurrence  of  the  greater 
part  of  his  army)  to  march  to  Paris,  dissolve  the  convention  and 
the  Jacobin  club,  carry  into  effect  the  constitution  of  1791,  and 
conclude  peace  with  the  combined  powers.  He  disclosed  his 
scheme,  by  the  medium  of  colonel  Mack,  to  the  princes  of  Saxe- 
Cobourg  and  H(-henlohe,  and  solicited  their  assistance,  which 
he  offered  to  purchase  by  a  complete  restoration  of  the  Nether- 
lands to  the  emperor^. 

While  he  remained  at  Tournay,  waiting  for  communications 
from  the  Austrian  generals,  he  was  visited  by  three  emissaries 
of  the  Jacobin  club,  who  came  to  sound  his  intentions,  which 
they  soon  found  to  be  hostile  to  their  society.  Being  summoned 
to  Lisle  by  seven  commissioners  of  the  convention,  he  replied 
that  he  would  answer  in  his  camp  to  any  charges  which  might 
be  adduced  against  him.  He  found  a  great  number  of  the  regu- 
lars disposed,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  to  forward  his  views  ; 
but  the  national  guards  were  decidedly  inclined  to  support  the 
republic.  He  directed  general  Miaczinski  to  prepare  his  divi- 
sion for  the  enforcement  of  the  scheme;  the  disclosure  of  which, 
however,  without  sufficient  caution,  occasioned  thearrrest  of  the 
unfortunate  Polander,  who  was  afterwards  beheaded.  Many 
officers,  u  ho  had  seemed  to  be  attached  to  the  commander  in 
'  chief,  deserted  him  when  they  knew  his  counter-revolutionary 
sentiments  :  and  their  examples  had  a  great  effect  on  the  army 
in  general.  He  had  promised  to  put  the  Austrians  in  temporary 
possession  of  Conde  ;  and  he  endeavoured  to  secure  other  fron- 
tier towns  ;  but  he  failed  in  every  part  of  his  project. 

An  order  for  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the  convention  was 
now  communicated  to  him  by  the  minister  of  war  and  four  mem- 
bers of  that  assembly.  He  had  so  litde  inclination  to  submit  to 
a  trial  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  that  he  declined  obe- 

2  M^moires  du  General  Dtunouriez,  livre  ii.  chap.  8.  3  lb.  chap.  % 
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dienceto  the  mandate.  As  soon  as  the  prevaih'ng  anarchy  should 
give  way  to  a  reg;ular  government,  he  would,  he  said,  give  an 
e^act  account  of  his  conduct  and  his  motives,  and  would  even 
solicit  an  inquiry;  but,  at  present,  such  submission  would  be  an 
act  of  madness.  Camus,  reproving  him  for  his  disobedience, 
suspended  him  in  the  name  of  the  convention  from  all  his  func- 
tions, and  ordered  his  arrest.  "  This  is  not  to  be  borne,"  said 
Dumouriez;  "  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  such  insolence  V*  The 
minister  and  his  companions  were  immediately  seized  by  a  party 
of  hussars,  and  sent  to  the  Austrian  camp  as  hostages  for  the 
safety  of  the  prisoners  in  the  Temple. 

Having  atteed  to  a  meeting  with  the  prince  de  Saxe-Cobourg 
near  Conde,  the  general  rode  toward  that  town  with  a  small 
escort.  Being  discovered  by  a  body  of  volunteers,  he  escaped 
with  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  found  refuge  at  Burry  in  the 
cnm[)  of  a  party  of  Austrian  dragoons.  He  sent  for  colonel 
Mack,  with  whom  headji.  sted  a  proclamation  in  the  name  of  the 
prince  de  Saxe-Cobourg,  disclaiming  all  thoughts  of  conquest, 
and  engaging  only  to  promote  the  true  interest  of  France  by  a 
restoration  of  her   constitutional  king.     It  was  published  as  a 

.     .,  -    sequel  to  an  address  from  Dumouriez  to  the  French 
P        *  nation,   protesting  against  the  tyranny  of  the  disor- 
ganising faction,   and  urging  a   return  to  the  constitution  of 
1791,  "  the  work  of  a  free  people*." 

The  renewed  exhortations  of  the  general,  who  now  visited  the 
camp  of  Maulde,  were  fruitless.  His  troops  had  a  regard  for 
him;  but  their  republican  spirit  would  not  sufl'er  them  to  betray 
the  convention.  Still  acting  as  their  commander,  he  was  em- 
ployed at  Rum.egies  in  dictating  orders,  w  hen  intelligence  arri- 
ved of  the  march  of  the  w  hole  corps  of  artillery  to  Valenciennes, 
and  of  the  declared  zeal  of  other  divisions  in  the  cause  of  the  re- 
public. He  instantly  mounted  his  horse,  and  hastened  to  the 
Austrian  camp,  followed  by  fifteen  hundred  men.  The  prince 
did  not  attempt  to  take  advantage  of  the  confusion  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  French  army.  He  faithfully  observed  the  truce  to 
which  he  had  agreed  w  ith  Dumouriez,  although  it  was  only  con- 
cluded \\  ith  reference  to  the  secret  and  abortive  negotiation.  He 
might  have  pursued  with  effect  the  scattered  battalions;  but  he 
suffered  them  to  be  re-assembled  by  Dampierre,  who,  when  re- 
quested by  Dumouriez  to  concur  in  his  schemes,  had  disdain- 
fully refused. 

Alleging  the  inutility  of  the  late  proclamation,  the  Austrian 
general  now  revoked  it,  and  issued  another,  by  which  the  war 
was  put  upon  the  same  basis  on  which  it  stood  when  he  began 
to  treat  with  Dumouriez.    He  then  prepared  for  a  vigorous  re- 

4  Les  tncmcs  Memoires,  livre  ii.  chap.  12. 
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newul  of  hostilities  ;  and  an  engagement  soon  occurred  in  the 
province  of  Flanders. 

When  Dampierre  assumed  the  command  of  the  army,  he 
found  it  so  disorganised,  as  to  require  all  his  efforts  for  the  res- 
toration of  order  and  discipline.  He  then  attacked  the  advanced 
posts  of  the  allies,  but  met  with  a  severe  check,  which,  however, 
did  not  deter  him  from  assaulting  a  formidable  line  of  posts,  ex- 
tending from  the  Scheldt  to  the  abbey  of  Vicogne  and  St. 
Armand.  KnobelsdorfF(the  Prussian  general)  having  weakened 
his  army  by  detaching  a  considerable  corps  to  support  the  ha- 
rassed Anstrians  near  the  abbey,  the  duke  of  York  seasonably 
advanced  to  assist  him  with  some  brave  and  well  disciplined 
battalions.  The  Coldstream  regiment  distinguished  itself  on 
this  occasion,  and  eminently  contributed  to  check  the  advance 
of  the  enemy.  At  the  abbey,  the  conflict  was  prolonged  till  the 
close  of  the  day ;  and  the  Austrians  under  Clairfait  firmly  main- 
tained their  ground.  Two  days  afterward,  that  general  and 
his  Prussian  associate  attacked  with  success  the  batteries  which 
had  been  recently  erected  along  their  front ;  and  the  republicans 
fell  back  upon  Orchies. 

In  the  battle  of  Vicogne,  Dampierre  was  shot  in  one  of  his 
thighs,  and  died  of  the  wound;  and  three  thousand  five  hundred 
of  his  countrymen,  bat  not  more  than  fifteen  hundred  of  the  al- 
lies, lost  their  lives  or  were  wounded.  Custine  was  now  order- 
ed to  act  in  the  Netherlands.  That  commander  had  made  a 
bold  attack  on  the  posts  near  the  Rhine,  in  the  hope  of  relieving 
Mentz  :  but  he  was  repelled  with  considerable  loss.  He  had 
not  yet  joined  the  army  on  the  French  frontiers,  when  the 
prince  of  Saxe-Cobourg  and  the  duke  of  York  commanded 
four  columns  to  advance  against  the  camp  of  Famars,  which 
served  to  protect  the  town  of  Valenciennes.  One  of  these  divi- 
sions marched  touard  the  entrenchments  which  had  been  formed 
upon  the  right  l)ank  of  the  Ronelle,  and  forced  them  by  a  vigo- 
rous assault.  Other  posts  were  attacked  with  equal  ^,r  ^^^ 
spirit ;  and  all  parts  of  the  line  were  stormed  except  "^  '  ^  "-  - 
a  strong  redoubt,  which  the  enemy  evacuated  in  the  ensuing 
night.  On  this  occasion  Clairfait's  corps  sustained  a  greater 
loss  than  the  other  divisions  of  the  allies  :  but  the  French  suf- 
fered still  more  than  their  opponents. 

The  arbitrary  rulers  of  France  menaced  Custine  with  exem- 
plary vengeance,  if  he  should  suflTer  Valenciennes  to  be  taken : 
but  he  could  not  prevent  the  gradual  approaches  or  the  ultimate 
success  of  tlie  besiegers.  The  place  was  invested  with  the  forms 
prescribed  by  old  engineers;  and  all  the  out-works  were  at  length 
taken.  The  governor,  Ferrand,  then  capitulated,  and  very  re- 
luctantly consented  that  the  garrison  should  become  prisoners 
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of  war.  Tlie  siege  was  not  prolonged  beyond  the  seventh 
"week  ;  but  Conde  was  blockaded  for  a  quarter  of  a  year  before 
it  was  reduced. 

Tiie  conquest  of  these  important  towns  elevated  the  hopes  of 
the  confederates,  the  most  sanguine  of  vvhom  seemed  to  think 
that  the  way  to  Paris  would  soon  be  open.  The  French  were 
alarmed  at  the  apparent  danger  ;  but  they  did  not  sink  into  the 
apathy  of  despair.  Custine  was  put  to  death  for  imputed  neg- 
ligence ;  and  the  terrors  of  the  guillotine  were  displayed  as  in- 
centives to  patriotism. 

The  French  having  retired  to  a  strong  camp  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cambray,  covered  by  the  Scheldt,  and  by  the  wood  and  for- 
tified heights  of  Bourlon,  the  duke  of  York  led  a  body  of  the 
allies  toward  that  post ;  and,  with  little  difficulty,  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  station  was  enforced.  Instead  of  a  warm  pursuit 
of  the  retreating  enemy,  the  Austrian  and  British  commanders 
now  agreed  to  a  division  of  that  force  which,  when  united,  seem- 
ed irresistible.  The  army  of  the  emperor,  in  whose  name  the 
late  conquests  were  made,  marched  to  undertake  the  siege  of 
Le  Quesnoi;  while  the  English  and  Dutch  directed  their  course, 
by  the  way  of  Menin,  to  Dunkirk,  which  had  lonaj  been  a  thorn 
in  the  side  of  Britain.  This  impolitic  attention  to  separate  in- 
terests greatly  injured  the  common  cause. 

During  the  seige  of  Valenciennes,  that  of  Mentz  was  prose- 
cuted by  the  king  of  Prussia,  who,  when  he  retook  the  place, 
only  bound  the  garrison  not  to  act,  for  one  year,  against  him 
or  his  belligerent  associates.  The  subsequent  inactivity  of  that 
prince  gave  the  French  an  opportunity  of  drawing  off  a  great 
force  from  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  Moselle;  and  Houchard 
was  sent  with  a  formidable  host  to  drive  the  invaders  from  the 
Flemish  frontier.  Before  Dunkirk  was  invested,  an  engage- 
ment which  deserves  notice  occurred  near  Menin.  William 
Frederic,  the  elder  of  the  two  sons  of  the  stadtholder,  seized 
Blaton  and  Lincelles,  while  the  duke  was  on  his  march  ;  but, 
being  attacked  at  the  latter  post  by  a  force  which  threatened  to 
overwhelm  him,  he  requested  the  aid  of  some  British  regiments. 
When  these  troops  arrived,  the  Dutch  had  been  compelled  to 
retreat;  but  Lake,  who  commanded  the  detachment,  consisting 
of  the  foot  guards,  assaulted  the  French  without  being  dismay- 
ed by  the  great  superiority  of  their  number,  and  put  them  to 
flight,  though  they  were  defended  by  strong  works. 

While  the  duke  was  besieging  Dunkirk,  an  army  of  Hanove- 
rians remained  to  the  southward  of  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  his  approaches  :  but  he  was  not  seasonably  assisted  by 
sea  ;  and  the  covering  army  could  not  effectually  withstand  the 
repeated  attacks  of  Houchard,  whose  perseverance  at  length  in- 
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volved  the  besiegers  in  such  peril,  that  they  were  glad  o  ^  ^ 
to  escape  with  a  small  loss  of  men,  leaving  the  greater  * 
part  of  their  artillery  and  stores  to  the  exulting  foe.  On  this 
occasion,  gross  misconduct  was  imputed  to  the  conductors  of 
the  siege  and  to  *he  ministry.  The  measure  itself  was,  indeed, 
unadviseable  ;  but  its  ill  success,  perhaps,  was  wholly  occa- 
sioned by  the  extraordinary  number  of  the  enemy. 

The  Austrians,  continuing  the  siege  of  Le  Quesnoi,  were  gra- 
tified with  the  possession  of  the  town  and  the  captivity  of  the 
garrison.  They  afterwards  prepared  to  invest  Maubeuge,  a 
strong  town  on  the  Sambre,  near  which  the  French  had  an  in- 
trenched camp;  but  Jourdan  being  ordered  to  obstruct,  with  ths 
utmost  activity,  their  operations  in  this  quarter,  vigorously  at- 
tacked Clairfait  near  Tirlemont.  His  left  wing  was  defeated, 
and  his  right  met  with  a  severe  repulse  :  but,  on  the  following 
day,  he  prevailed  in  an  obstinate  conflict,  and  drove  back  his 
adversaries  over  the  Sambre.  About  two  thousand  of  their 
number  were  killed  or  wounded,  while  the  French  sustained  a 
more  considerable  loss.  Jourdan  then  harassed  the  allies  at 
Werwick  and  other  Flemish  posts.  At  Nieuport,  however,  he 
was  checked  by  inundation  :  his  attacks  were  repelled  by  the 
garrison,  with  the  aid  of  British  soldiers  and  seamen  ;  and  the 
nocturnal  retreat  was  rapid  and  confused.  On  the  same  night, 
a  detachment  under  Kray  surprised  Marchiennes,  killed  three 
hundred  men,  and  captured  above  sixteen  hundred.  Chatil- 
lon  was  afterwards  seized,  with  the  slaughter  of  most  of  its 
defenders. 

In  the  autumn,  Moreau,  an  officer  of  courage  and  talent,  at- 
tacked the  Prussian  camp  at  Pirmasens,  and  flattered  himself 
with  the  hope  of  forcing  it ;  but,  a  part  of  his  force  being  sud- 
denly surrounded,  the  rest  hastily  retired.  Landau  was  at  this 
time  exposed  to  a  siege;  and  to  accelerate  its  reduction,  general 
Wurmser  assaulted  the  strong  lines  near  the  Lautre.  All  the 
redoubts  were  successively  taken,  and  the  diiFerent  posts  were 
cleared  of  the  enemy  by  the  strenuous  efforts  of  six  well  con- 
ducted columns.  The  town  of  Weissembourg  resisted  till  the 
next  day;  and  the  French,  before  they  quitted  it,  set  fire  to  their 
magazines  in  the  neighbourhood.  Fort  Louis  were  reduced  after 
a  siege  of  four  days  ;  and  four  thousand  men  were  there  taken, 
with  an  abundance  of  artiller\ .  The  duke  of  Brunswick,  being 
twice  attacked  near  Landau,  made  great  havoc  among  the  as- 
sailants :  and  Wurmser,  in  a  conflict  which  continued  from 
morning  till  night,  withstood  every  attempt  to  defeat  him,  and 
drove  the  foe  beyond  Strasbourg.  In  these  battles,  and  in  one 
^at  Rainstein,  above  fourteen  thousand  of  the  French  were  kill- 
ed, wounded,  or  captured. 
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Roche,  a  youth  of  twenty -five,  who  had  distinejuished  himself 
in  the  defence  of  Dunkirk,  was  now  invested  with  the  command 
of  a  great  army  ;  and  his  zeal  and  promptitude  changed  the 
scene.  He  retook  Haguenau  and  Drusenheim,  which  had  been 
lately  seized  by  die  allies  ;  triumphed,  in  repeated  conflicts, 
over  all  opposition  ;  and  compelled  the  invaders  of  Alsace  to 
return  w  ithin  the  imperial  boundaries. 

In  Italy,  the  contest  was  not  invigjorated  by  the  presence  of 
an  Austrian  army,  as  the  emperor  had  full  employment  in  the 
Netherlands.  The  king  of  Sardinia  was  unable  to  recover  Sa- 
voy ;  but  his  generals.  Colli  and  Dellera,  obtained  repeated  ad- 
vantages (n  er  Brunet  at  Raus  and  Auchion  ;  and  he  personally 
opposed  Kellerman  without  serious  loss  or  disgrace.  By  the 
activity  of  Messena,  however,  he  was  dispossessed  of  several 
Alpine  posts  of  apparent  strength. 

This  ])rince  was  assisted  by  his  Catholic  majesty  with  a  fleet, 
which  sailed  in  the  spring  for  the  defence  of  Sardinia,  and  the 
recovery  of  two  of  its  dependent  isles.  The  French  had  made  a 
second  attempt  upon  Cagliari,  but  could  not  make  themselves 
masters  of  the  town,  though  they  reduced  the  isles  of  St.  Peter 
and  Antioch.  Admiral  de  Borgia  now  gratified  the  ally  of  his 
sovereign  by  the  expulsion  of  the  republican  intruders. 

General  Caro  had  been  sent  toward  the  western  Pyrenees,  to 
fortify  the  banks  of  the  Bidassoa,  at  a  time  when  the  French 
had  left  that  frontier  almost  defenceless.  He  was  an  officer  of 
merit ;  but  his  disgust  at  the  rejection  of  a  scheme  of  operations 
which  he  had  proposed  to  the  government,  visibly  relaxed  his 
patriotic  zeal.  After  some  petty  hostilities,  he  passed  the  river, 
and  boasted  that  he  would  soon  defeat  the  French;  but  he  mere- 
ly repulsed  their  advanced  guard,  and  afterwards  lost  the  ho- 
nor of  the  day.  The  rest  of  the  campaign  proved  unimportant, 
in  this  part  of  the  Spanish  frontier*. 

A  Spanish  army,  entering  France  from  Catalonia,  under  the 
command  of  Don  Antonio  Ricardos,  menaced  Perpignan,  and 
reduced  Bellegarde.  That  officer  was  sometimes  successful  in 
the  field,  at  other  times  unfortunate.  Near  Traillas  he  obtain- 
ed a  victory  with  very  small  loss  on  his  side,  compared  to  that 
of  the  enemy  ;  but  the  French  afterwards  prevailed  over  him, 
and  took  several  towns  in  Catalonia.  They  were  subse(^uently 
routed  iuRoussillon  by  Spanish  valour,  and  deprived  of  Colioure 
and  Port-Vendre.  Near  the  western  extremity  of  the  Pyrenees, 
the  Spaniards  in  vain  attacked  St.  Jean  Pied-de-Port,  and  made 
little  impression  on  their  adversaries  in  the  field. 

While  the  war  raged  in  Europe,  its  mischievous  effects  were 
also  felt  beyond  the  Atlantic.  The  danger  of  a  premature  intro- 

5  \Kraoires  Poliiiqnes  Pt  Militaii'cs,  pour  servir  a  I'Histoire  secrete  fie  la  Revolution 
l"")  uncoiso.  tomr  ii. 
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duction  of  liberty  among  the  negroes,  whose  minds  were  not  pre- 
pared for  its  proper  reception,  did  not  deter  the  Gallic  advo- 
vocates  of  freedom  from  instituting  a  society  o^  Amis  des  JVoirs, 
who  professed  a  wish  for  the  emancipation  of  the  blacks.  Some 
of  the  members,  indeed,  were  more  actuated  by  the  hope  of 
throwing  the  colonies  into  confusion,  and  profiting  by  the  spoils 
of  the  chief  planters  and  proprietors,  than  by  liberal  or  philan- 
thropic views.  The  French  division  of  the  Inland  of  St.  Domin- 
go had  proved  much  more  beneficial  to  the  mother  country,  in 
point  of  commerce,  than  any  other  colony  ;  but  the  propagation 
of  the  new  doctrines  soon  obscured  the  pleasing  prospect.  Pro- 
vincial councils  were  formed  at  Cape  Frangois,  Port-au-Prince, 
and  other  towui;  and,  at  St.  Marc,  a  general  assembly  was  con- 
stituted :  but  its  resolutions  were  opposed  by  the  inferior  assem- 
blies. That  of  the  Cape  even  sent  a  military  force,  under  co- 
lonel Mauduit,  to  dissolve  the  superior  council  :  a  majority  of 
the  terrified  members  embarked  for  France,  and  implored  re- 
dress. In  the  mean  time,  a  body  of  mulattoes  took  arms  under 
Oge,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  an  equality  of  privileges  ;  for, 
though  they  were  not  slaves,  tliey  were  excluded  from  all  share 
in  general,  provincial,  or  municipal  government.  They  were 
unable  to  prevail  in  the  contest:  their  leader,  and  his  lieutenant 
Chavane,  were  broken  alive  upon  the  wheel;  and  twenty  of  the 
inferior  insurgents  were  hanged.  The  assembly  of  St.  Marc 
now  seemed  to  triumph  in  the  public  opinion,  while  that  of  the 
Cape  declined  in  credit,  from  its  supposed  concern  intheexcita- 
tion  of  disturbances.  On  the  arrival  of  troops  from  France,  se- 
vere measures  were  pursued  for  the  prevention  of  a  renewal  of 
disorder ;  and  Blanchelande,  the  governor,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion for  a  general  assembly  at  the  Cape.  The  elections  w  ere 
studiously  hastened,  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  a  French 
decree  for  an  equalization  of  rights  :  an  ordinance  which,  by 
alarming  the  white  inhabitants,  and  elevating  the  spirits  of  the 
mulattoes,  filled  the  colony  with  confusion^. 

An  intestine  war  arose,  which  was  marked  with  strong  fea- 
tures of  barbarity.  Men  of  colour  w  ere  shot  like  wild  beasts  in 
the  streets  of  Cape-Town;  and  the  negroes  were  encouraged  to 
assassinate  them,  by  a  present  for  each  head.  But  a  great  army 
of  blacks  was  soon  induced  to  join  them  :  and  the  most  destruc- 
tive ravages  were  committed  by  the  allied  rebels.  From  Au- 
gust to  October  1791,  above  two  thousand  white  persons  (says 
the  English  historian'  of  St.  Domingo)  were  massacred  ;  one 
hundred  and  eighty  sugar  plantations,  and  nine  hundred  settle- 
ments appropriated  to  other  articles,  w  ere  destroyed ;  twelve 

6  Histoire  G6nerale  et  Irapartiale  des  Erreiirs,  des  Fautes,  et  dcs  Ci'ioies   '•oiurnia   nen- 
dant  la  R^volulion  Fiancoisc.  losue  vi. 
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hundred  Christian  famiUes  were  reduced  from  opulence  to  po- 
verty and  misery  ;  ten  thousand  of  the  insurgents  perished  by 
the  sword  or  by  famine  ;  and  some  hundreds  either  suffered  a 
death  of  torture  upon  the  wheel,  or  were  sacrificed  in  other 
modes  to  justice  and  to  vengeance. 

The  repeal  of  the  decree,  by  the  constituent  assembly  of 
France,  gave  new  ferocity  to  the  war,  which,  by  mutual  agree- 
ment, had  for  a  short  time  ceased.  The  most  horrible  cruelties 
were  committed  on  both  sides.  Roume  and  other  commision- 
ers,  who  arrived  in  the  island  from  France,  offered  a  general 
amnesty  ;  but  this  concession  was  derided  by  the  rebels,  who, 
instead  of  submitting,  continued  their  atrocities. 

In  the  legislative  assembly,  Brissot  procured  a  confirmation 
of  the  decree  of  equality  for  the  mulattoes ;  but  it  was  not  deem- 
ed prudent  to  enfranchise  the  negroes.  Santhonax,  Polverel, 
and  Ailhaud,  were  sent  to  enforce  the  ordinance,  and  restore 
peace  to  the  colony.  These  were  their  instructions :  but  their 
real  views  were  those  of  ambition  and  avarice.  Instead  of 
amalgamating  the  rival  classes,  they  encouraged  mutual  animo- 
sity, and  governed  despotically  amidst  the  hostilities  which  they 
excited.  They  introduced  into  the  island  the  distinctions  of 
aristocrat  and  democrat,  and  harassed  the  whites  as  citizens  of 
the  former  designation.  Santhonax  formed  the  siege  of  Port- 
au-Prince,  quickly  reduced  it,  and  suffered  the  mulattoes  and 
negroes  to  murder  many  of  the  inhabitants,  while  others  were 
plundered  and  confined  in  ships.  General  Galbaud,  who  was 
sent  to  the  island  as  governor,  was  immediately  embroiled  with 
the  democratic  commissaries,  whom  he  ordered  to  be  arrested; 
but  they  avoided  the  danger,  and  instigated  their  partizans  to 
set  fire  to  Cape  Frangois.  To  secure  the  negroes  in  their  inte- 
rest they  offered  the  boon  of  liberty,  which  was  abused  to  the 
most  villainous  purposes.  Unable  to  cope  with  the  ruffian  San- 
thonax, the  general  retired  from  the  coast,  with  a  multitude  of 
colonial  emigrants.  Such  was  the  convulsed  state  of  the  French 
portion  of  St.  Domingo  ! 

The  internal  affairs  of  France  were,  in  the  mean  time  suffi* 
ciently  remarkable  to  excite  the  anxious  attention  of  Europe. 
After  the  defection  and  consequent  outlawry  of  Dumouriez,  the 
animosities  of  party  were  carried  to  such  a  height,  that  a  speedy 
explosion  was  apprehended.  Robespierre  and  Marat  called  for 
vengeance  on  the  Brissotins,  whom  they  accused  of  being  ac- 
complices of  the  traitor;  but  the  convention  so  far  favored  the 
latter  party,  as  to  order  the  imprisonment  and  trial  of  Marat^ 
for  exciting  insurrection  and  encouraging  murder.  This  incen- 
diary, however,  was  so  popular,  that  he  easily  obtained  an  ac- 
quittal ;  and  the  influence  of  his  associates  procured  the  presen- 
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tation  of  numerous  petitions  to  the  assembly  for  the  disgrace  or 
the  punishment  of  the  adverse  party. 

Brissot  and  his  friends  were  too  timid  and  spiridess  to  con- 
tend with  effect  against  the  boldness  and  energy  of  the  Robes- 
pierrean  faction.  They  trusted  more  to  eloquence  than  to  ac- 
tion, and  seemed  to  think,  that  the  comparative  goodness  of 
their  cause  would  ensure  their  ultimate  triumph  over  the  encou- 
ragers  of  anarchy  and  popular  licentiousness.  Isnard,  presi- 
dent of  the  convention,  in  vain  addressed  the  nation  in  behalf  of 
his  party,  and  unmasked  the  views  of  the  Jacobin  leaders. 
Equally  fruitless  were  the  attempts  to  silence  the  ruffians  in  the 
galleries,  whose  clamors  overawed  the  Brissotin  majority  in  the 
assembly.  In  consequence  of  incessant  attacks,  this  majority 
gradually  declined  ;  and  the  public  foresaw  the  triumph  of  the 
mountain. 

Twelve  of  the  national  deputies  had  been  commissioned  to  in- 
quire into  plots  or  conspiracies,  and  take  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  assembly,  and  the  preservation  of  general  order  and 
security.  The  Jacobins  importunately  demanded  the  abolition 
of  a  committee  which  tended  to  counteract  their  schemes;  and 
they  instigated  the  populace  to  take  arms  against  the  conven- 
tion. Committees,  illegally  formed  amidst  the  factious  tumults 
cf  the  capital,  had  confided  their  usurped  power  to  a  central 
body,  which  even  dared  to  suspend  the  constituted  authorities. 

Supported  by  a  multitude  of  armed  citizens,  this  body  insist- 
ed on  the  immediate  suppression  of  the  committee  of  twelve^ 
the  trial  of  those  members  and  of  twenty-two  others,  -^  ,  n, 
and  the  regular  formation  of  an  army  of  sans-cidottes.  ^ 
As  these  requests  were  not  granted,  they  were  repeated  on  the 
following  day,  but  without  effect.  Sonje  of  the  obnoxious  depu- 
ties absented  themselves  from  the  next  meeting;  but  others  faced 
the  storm  with  an  appearance  of  courage.  While  Henriot  and 
the  armed  Parisians  blockaded  the  hall,  Couthon,  a  member  de- 
voted to  Robespierre,  whom  he  rivalled  in  malignity  and  cruel- 
ty, proposed  that  Brissot,  Lanjuinais,  Barbaroux,  Vergniaud, 
Rabaut,  Gorsas,  Buzot,  Louvet,  Claviere,  Le  Brun,  and  others 
of  the  Gironde  party,  should  be  arrested  and  confined.  A  vote 
to  this  effect  was  obtained  by  terror  ;  and  the  ascendency  of  the 
violent  faction  was  completed 

The  Jacobin  leader,  concealing  his  sanguinary  intentions,  af- 
fected to  be  desirous  only  of  the  expulsion  of  unpatriotic  citi- 
zens from  the  conventicjn.  The  blood  thirsty  Marat  advised  the 
speedy  infliction  of  capital  punishment  on  the  arrested  deputies; 
but  the  convention  disregarded  his  proposal ;  and  his  career  was 

8  This  institution  had  been  exploded  by  a  fumultuary  rote  ;  but,  on  a  revision  of  the  de- 
cree of  abolition,  the  Girondists  prevailed  in  f;ivor  of  tl)e  committee.     Garat. 

9  Memoires  de  la  Kevo]iiti«n,  par  Garat. — Histoire  Sceretc,  par  Pages. — Moniteur. 
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suddenly  stopped  by  the  hand  of  a  bold  female,  who,  overrating 
his  importance  in  the  state,  imaj^ined  that  his  death  would  con- 
found his  party.  The  name  of  the  heroine  was  Corde.  She 
gloried  in  her  crirr.e,  and  submitted  to  her  fate  with  extraordi- 
nary fortitude.  She  thought,  as  did  colonel  Titus  when  he  wish- 
ed to  rouse  the  people  ai^ainst  Oliver  Cromwell,  that,  in  some 
cases,  ki/lhig  was  no  murder  :  but  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  not 
adopting  her  sentiments  in  this  case,  condemned  her  to  death. 
The  hontrs  paid  to  the  remains  and  the  memory  of  the  monster 
whom  she  destroyed, disgraced  the  convention,  and  stigmatised 
the  French  character. 

The  agitations  of  the  new  republic,  the  vehement  collision  of 
sentiment,  and  the  fierce  contests  of  faction,  were  attended  with 
ahrming  insurrections.  The  friends  of  royalty  and  of  the 
church,  in  La  Vendee,  La  Loire  inferieure,  and  some  neighbor- 
ing departments,  disdained  submission  to  the  assassins  of  their 
kins:  and  the  persec<>iors  of  their  priests.  The  citizens  of  Mar- 
seilles, detesting  the  ferocity  of  the  Jacobins,  took  arms  against 
the  convention;  those  of  Lyons  were  roused  by  the  eloquence  of 
Biroteau  to  similar  exertions  :  at  Mende,  the  people  also  resist- 
ed the  ruling  powers  ;  and,  at  Toulon,  the  government  could 
not  prevent  the  explosion  of  counter-revolutionary  intrigues. 

Pethion,  Louvet,  Lanjuinais,  and  some  other  proscribed  mem- 
bers, having  eluded  the  enforcement  of  the  orders  of  arrest,  fled 
into  Normandy,  and  began  to  excite  commotions;  but  their  pre- 
judices would  not  suffer  them  to  coalesce  with  general  Wimpfen, 
who  was  intent  on  promoting  the  cause  of  royalty.  Nantes,  and 
other  towns  of  Bretagne,  were  attached  to  the  former  party  ; 
and  that  city  was  therefore  besieged,  but  not  reduced,  by  the 
royalists  of  La  Vendt-e,  \^  ho,  after  obtaining  several  victories  in 
the  field,  had  seized  Saumur  and  Angers.  Biron,  being  sent 
against  these  insurgents,  impetuously  drove  them  before  him, 
and  Westermann  committed  inhuman  devastations  in  the  terri- 
tories through  which  he  pursued  them:  but  they  took  vengeance 
in  some  fierce  engagements,  ])articiiliirly  that  of  Mont-aigu,  and 
dispersed  the  republican  army.  The  dissensions  which  arose 
among  their  chiefs  obstructed  their  success;  yet  they  continued 
to  oppose  with  spirit  the  forces  of  the  convention.  At  Chollet, 
they  however  were  routed  by  general  Lechelle,  and  three  of 
their  chiefs  u  ere  mortally  wounded.  They  afterwards  marched 
to  Dol,  in  expectation  of  succour  from  Great  Britain  ;  but,  the 
supplies  not  arriving  in  due  time,  they  returned  toward  the 
Loire.  Near  the  cUise  of  the  year,  they  were  defeated  with 
great  slaughter  at  Mans  and  Savenai  ;  and  their  efforts  then 
seemed  to  be  paralysed,  and  their  power  annihilated*". 

10  Histoire  de  l;i  Guerre  ile  la  Vendee, 'par  Turreau. 
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The  revolt  in  the  south  of  France  drew  violent  decrees  from 
the  exasperated  convention.  JNlarseiiles  and  Mende  were  soon 
tranquillised  :  but  Lvonb  continued  for  four  nionths  in  a  state  of 
insurrection.  It  was  closely  besieged  and  furiously  bombarded; 
and  resistance  at  length  was  found  to  be  ineffi.  acious.  The 
bombs  blew  up  the  arsenal  :  fired  a  hosj)ital  which  was  filled 
with  the  wounded  of  both  parties;  and  destroyed  a  considerable 
part  of  a  city  which  was  the  boast  of  France.  The  sallies  of  the 
garrison  had  little  effect,  and  the  strongest  posts  were  at  length 
forced  by  the  besiegers,  whose  fury  threatened  the  revolters 
with  the  horrors  of  a  general  assault.  About  two  thousand  five 
hundred  of  the  besieged  endeavoured  to  escape  :  but  they  were 
quickly  pursued  with  merciless  rancor  by  bodies  of  cavalry,  and 
scarcely  sixty  of  the  number  found  safety  in  flight.  As  soon  as 
the  convention  had  been  informed  of  the  termination  of  the  siege, 
six  intemperate  resolutions  marked  the  inhuman  spirit  of  the  as- 
sembly, it  was  decreed,  that  five  deputies  should  be  empower- 
ed to  punish  the  counter-revolutionists  of  Lyons  by  the  summa- 
ry process  of  military  law;  that  all  the  inhabitants  should  be  dis- 
armed, except  those  uhohad  been  oppressed  by  the  former;  that 
the  property  of  the  rich  should  be  seized,  the  houses  of  all  but 
the  poor  should  be  demoiished,  and  tlie  remains  of  the  town  be 
called  Ville  Jffi'anchie,  or  the  Freed  City  ;  and  that  a  column 
should  attest  the  crimes  and  the  punishment  of  the  citizens.  By 
the  guillotine,  and  by  fire  arms,  about  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred individuals  were  sacrificed  in  die  devoted  town^^ 

While  the  emissaries  of  the  government  at  Lyons,  under  the 
eyes  of  Collot  and  Fouche,  prosecuted  the  work  of  demolition 
and  massacre,  the  dreadful  engine  of  decapitation  was  fully  em- 
ployed at  Paris;  and  the  queen  herself  was  not  suffered  to  escape 
its  keen  edge  and  decisive  stroke.  When,  in  consequence  of  the 
presentation  of  a  long  delayed  report  respecting  the  arrested  de- 
puties, an  orderhad  been  issuedfor  a  judicial  cognisance  of  their 
delinquency,  Billaud  de  Varennes  praised  the  convention  for  the 
justice  of  this  decree,  and  proposed  a  similar  process  against 
"  the  widow  of  Louis  Capet."  She  was  accused  of  having  sent 
immense  sums  of  money  to  Vienna,  disclosed  to  the  enemies  of 
the  republic  the  views  and  schemes  of  the  government,  and  ex- 
cited intestine  war  in  France.  Being  tried  by  an  arbitrary  tri- 
bunal and  a  prejudiced  jury,  she  was  pronounced  guilty  of  every 
part  of  the  charge.  She  heard  the  sentence  without  the  least 
discomposure,  and  retired  from  the  court  in  dignified  silence. 
In  her  way  to  the  place  of  execution,  to  which  she  was  con- 
veyed in  a  common  cart,  with  her  hands  tied  behind  her,  she 
seemed  wholly  unmoved  by  the  brutal  shouts  of  the  r\  .  -if- 
people;  and,  when  she  reached  the  scaffold,  she  seem-       ^  ' 

11  llistoire  des  Erreurs,  &c.  tome  vi. 
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cd  eager  to  resign  a  life  which  she  could  not  preserve.  She 
had  not  completed  her  thirty-eighth  year  ;  but  her  sufferings 
had  given  to  her  countenance  and  form  the  appearance  of  more 
advanced  age. 

Marie  Antoinette  was  well  formed,  and  had  a  pleasing  and 
dignified  exterior.  In  capacity  she  was  neither  deficient  nor 
pre-eminent.  She  was  not  ill-educated :  but  her  knowledge  was 
not  comprehensive.  In  a  country  where  despotism  was  still 
triumphant,  she  might  have  passed  through  life  with  little  obli- 
quy  or  censure :  but  where,  as  in  France,  the  exercise  of  high 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  crown  began  to  be  opposed,  she  was 
not  calculated  to  be  an  adviser  of  the  sovereign.  She  was  too 
fond  of  power  to  recommend  moderation,  too  giddy  and  gay  to 
be  steady  or  prudent. 

Some  of  the  Girondist  prisoners  endeavoured,  by  interroga- 
tories and  objections,  to  perplex  the  court  which  tried  them  : 
but,  as  they  knew  the  malignity  of  Robespierre,  they  did  not 
expect  to  avoid  condemnation.  Brissot,  Gensonne,  Ducos, 
Carra,  Sillery",  Vergniaud,  Duprat,  the  prelate  Fauchet,  and 
others  of  the  party,  were  sentenced  to  death,  ff)r  having  "  con- 
spired against  the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  republic,  the 
liberty  and  safety  of  the  people."  The  behaviour  of  Le  Hardi 
answered  to  his  name  :  he  was  particularly  bold  and  intrepid. 
f.  o-i  Brissot,  with  a  cool  aspect,  saw  the  blood  of  sixteen  of 
*  his  associates  stream  from  the  scaffold,  before  he  un- 
derwent the  same  fate.  Four  others  were  beheaded  immediately 
afterwards.  Their  fate  would  have  been  more  generally  lament- 
ed on  account  of  their  private  virtues,  if  their  public  conduct 
had  not  plunged  their  country  into  disorder  and  confusion. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  who  was  detested  by  all  parties  for  his 
proRigacy  and  villany,  did  not  long  survive  the  Brissotin  vic- 
tims. He  was  tried  and  condemned  as  an  enemy  of  the  nation. 
He  bore  the  scoffs  and  insults  of  the  multitude  w  ithout  emotion, 
and  evinced,  in  his  last  moments,  a  degree  of  courage  which 
few  supposed  him  capable  of  displaying. 

Many  other  executions  were  ordered;  and  among  the  sufferers 
w  ere  the  eloquent  Rabaut,  the  scientific  Bailly,  the  ex-minister 
Le  Brun,the  generals  Houchard,  Luckner,and  Brunet,  and  the 
deputies  Manuel  and  Barnave.  Madame  Du-Barri  was  also  de- 
capitated :  and  the  politically  intriguing  wife  of  Roland  was  in- 
volved in  the  same  fate.  To  avoid  a  similar  disgrace,  Claviere 
and  that  minister  committed  suicide. 

The  chiefs  of  the  republic  not  only  exercised  their  tyranny 
over  the  bodies,  but  also  over  the  minds  of  the  people.    They 
endeavcMjred  to  prevent  religion  from  diffusing  its  salutary  in- 
fliience  in  the  correction  of  evil  propensities,  and  in  the  promo- 
te Husband  of  the  celebrated  Madame  de  Genlis. 
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tion  of  the  efficacy  of  law.  They  encouraged  the  clergy  to  re^ 
nounce  Christianity  in  form,  and  to  inculcate  only  the  maxims 
of  republican  morality.  Death  was  declared  to  be  an  eternal 
sleep ;  the  wicked  were  taught  no  longer  to  dread  the  judg- 
ments of  another  world,  and  the  good,  no  longer  to  hope  for  a 
blissful  futurity. 

The  constitutional  labours  of  the  convention  tended,  nominal- 
ly, to  the  formation  of  a  democratic  republic,  but  did  not  pre- 
clude the  subjection  of  that  republic  to  the  sway  of  a  few  artful 
men,  or  even  of  one  dictator.  The  rights  of  man,  and  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  people,  were  expressly  recognised  in  the  new 
code  :  liberty  and  equality  were  promised;  the  rights  of  proper- 
ty were  acknowledged  ;  and  justice  was  a  prominent  article. 
The  primary  assemblies  of  the  districts  were  not  to  consist  of 
less  than  two  hundred  or  more  than  six  hundred  citizens;  and 
they  were  empowered  to  name  one  elector  out  of  two  hundred 
persons,  and  so  in  proportion.  These  electors  meeting  \n  the 
sequel,  were  to  fix  upon  one  deputy  for  every  mass  of  forty 
thousand  individuals.  No  law  was  to  be  adopted  by  the  legis- 
lative body  thus  constituted,  unless  it  had  been  approved  by  the 
primary  assemblies  of  more  than  one  half  of  the  departments. 
An  executive  council  was  to  be  formed  out  of  a  list  of  candi- 
dates, named  by  the  electors  of  the  legislature,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  for  each  department. 

The  military  part  of  the  code  declared  that  all  the  French 
were  soldiers;  and,  in  conformity  with  this  declaration,  the  con- 
vention decreed,  that  the  people  should  rise  e7i  masse^  not  in  one 
body,  as  some  translate  the  phrase,  but  in  a  very  numerous  and 
formidable  mass,  in  defence  of  liberty  and  equality,  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  of  national  independence.  To  supply  the  wants  of 
the  great  armies  which  were  now  levied,  a  general  seizure  was 
ordered  ;  or,  if  the  government  condescended  to  pay,  assi^nafs, 
the  revolutionary  paper-currency,  were  given  for  articles  of  ne- 
cessity or  of  use.  The  extraordinary  multiplication  and  sub- 
sequent depreciation  cf  these  notes  seemed  to  threaten  perni- 
cious consequences,  but  did  not  prove  generally  ruinous. 

The  republican  spirit  continued  to  be  energetically  displayed. 
The  English  had  taken  temporary  advantage  of  the  disaffection 
of  the  Toulonese  to  the  new  government,  and  had  obtained  pos- 
session of  a  valuable  sea-port,  which  they  hoped  to  retain  until 
the  house  of  Bourbon  should  be  reinstated,  or  revolutionary 
principles  should  have  subsided  into  nioderatio!].  They  ware 
soon  joined  by  a  Spanish  armament;  and  the  kings  of  2>[aple5 
and  Sardinia  readily  consented  to  reinforce  the  new  garrison. 
The  fortifications  were  rapidly  improved ;  and  as  strong  a  line^ 
of  defence  was  formed,  as  could  be  prepared  by  those  who  were 
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not  in  possession  of  all  the  neii^hbouring  eminences.  Fierce 
sallies  and  brisk  skirmibhes  were  repeatedly  hazarded  ;  and 
these  actions  were  ultimately  advanta^reous  to  the  French. 

Dugommier,vvho  conducted  the  siege  of  Toulon  in  the  name 
of  the  convention,  was  assisted  by  a  young  Corsican  adven- 
turer, who  bore  the  appellation  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  The 
appearance  of  this  extraordinary  character  on  the  public  scene, 
as  a  military  subject  of  that  republic  which  he  afterwards  ag- 
grandised and  enslaved,  calls  for  the  mention  of  his  origin,  and 
a  sketch  of  his  early  life.  He  was  born  in  Corsica,  being  the 
second  son  of  a  gentleman  of  that  island,  who  relinquished  for 
a  time  the  profession  of  the  law,  that  he  might  act  as  a  soldier 
against  the  Gallic  invaders  of  his  country.  Being  taken  under 
the  patronage  of  M.  de  Marboeuf,  the  French  general.  Napo- 
leon was  sent  after  his  father's  decease  to  the  college  of  Autun, 
whence  he  was  removed  to  Brienne.  Here  he  studied  the  sci- 
ences connected  with  war  ;  and,  repairing  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen to  the  metropolis  of  France,  he  diligently  continued  the 
same  pursuits.  For  some  years  prior  to  the  revolution  he 
served  in  a  regiment  of  artillery  ;  and,  when  the  flame  burst 
forth,  he  aft'ected  an  ardent  zeal  for  liberty.  Returning  to  his 
native  island,  he  became  an  officer  in  the  militia  or  national 
guard.  He  served  in  the  second  expedition  to  Sardinia,  and 
being  at  leni2,th  recommended  to  Barras,  as  a  gallant  officer, 
by  Salicetti,  he  was  employed  at  Toulon  in  the  direction  of  the 
artillery. 

His  exertions  during  the  siege  were  honorable  to  his  charac- 
ter ;  but,  after  the  recovery  of  the  place,  he  disgraced  himself 
(if  report  be  true)  by  his  inhuman  zeal  against  the  inhabitants, 
two  thousand  of  w  hom  (men,  women,  and  children,)  being  or- 
dered to  meet  in  the  great  square,  and  deluded  with  hopes  of 
safety,  were  massacred  under  his  eye,  by  order  of  Freron". 

When  the  retention  of  Toulon  became  impracticable,  it  was 
seasonably  evacuated  by  the  allies.  The  Neapolitans  embarked 
■pj  iQ  ^"  ^^^^  ^^^^  °^  ^^y  »  ^^^^  their  associates  in  arms  re- 
tired in  the  night.  The  embarkation  was  well  ma- 
naged, and  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  arsenal 
was  nearly  destroyed  :  nine  ships  of  the  line  were  set  on  fire  by 
the  English  and  Spaniards,  and  not  a  few  were  captured  ;  but 
the  accounts  vary  with  regard  to  the  number.  iVIany  of  the 
inhabitants  were  gratified  with  an  opportunity  of  escape,  while 
the  majority  were  obliged  to  remain,  exposed  to  the  risque  of 
severe  punishment^*. 

13  Bnrre's  Hislory  of  the  Frcnili  Consulate  ;  and  r.iher  publications. 

14  Li  tiei-s  tVom  Loid  Hood,  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  Genei-«l  Dunda?,  in  the  Gazette  oX 
Janiiarv  15,  lT9i. 
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Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  this  retreat  jgirrived 
in  Great  Britain,  the  parliament  re-assembled.  The  •  •  *  • 
king  softened  the  disgrace  of  abandonment  by  remarking,  that, 
"  in  the  circumstances  attending  the  evacuation,  an  important 
and  decisive^^  blow  had  been  given  to  the  naval  power  of  the  ene- 
my by  the  conduct,  abilities,  and  spirit,  of  his  commanders,  offi- 
cers, and  forces,  both  by  sea  and  land.''  Early  in  the  session, 
his  people  were  reminded  of  the  negotiary  times  of  George  the 
First  and  the  Second,  by  the  presentation  of  eleven  treaties  to 
the  two  houses,  the  produce  of  Mr.  Pitt's  ardent  zeal  for  the 
humiliation,  if  not  the  subjugation,  of  France.  The  first  was 
one  which  had  been  negotiated  with  Russia ;  but  it  proved  nu!:^;a- 
tory  from  the  unwillingness  of  the  czarina  to  send  troops  against 
the  French.  By  another  agreement,  the  court  of  Lisbon  engaged 
to  act  with  vigor  ;  but  v.ho  could  expect  vigor  from  such  a  go- 
vernment or  nation  ?  His  Sardinian  majesty  consented  to  receive 
a  subsidy  from  Great  Britain  ;  and  some  of  the  German  princes 
agreed  to  furnish  troops  for  liberal  pay.  The  king  of  Prussia 
had  concurred  in  a  w  arlike  convention  with  our  sovereign^  and 
he  afteru  ards  joined  in  a  more  specific  treaty,  by  which  he  pro- 
mised to  employ  sixty-two  thousand  four  hundred  *  ]  -[q 
men  against  the  French,  on  condition  that  Great  Bri-  "  P 
tain  and  the  states- general  should  jointly  pay  him  fifty  thousand 
pounds  in  each  month,  besides  an  immediate  pecuniary  grant 
for  contingencies. 

A  new  campaign  was  commenced  with  spirit.  In  the  days  of 
Marlborough  andTurenne,  it  was  customary  for  the  invaders  of 
a  country  to  besiege  and  reduce  the  principal  fortresses  before 
they  ^•entured  far  into  the  hostile  territory  ;  but  tiie  French  were 
induced  to  reverse  the  practice.  They  concluded  that,  if  they 
should  be  victorious  in  the  field,  the  garrisons  of  the  fortified 
towns  would  be  intimidated  into  a  speedy  surrender,  and  the 
conquest  of  the  country  would  be  much  sooner  achieved  than  by- 
undertaking  a  variety  of  sieges  before  they  should  risque  a  ge- 
neral engagement.  But  the  chief  causes  of  their  success  were 
their  prompt  activity,  their  preponderance  of  number,  and  the 
skill  of  their  officers.  They  gave  their  enemies  litde  rest ;  and, 
when  the  latter  were  nearly  exhausted,  fresh  troops  poured  upon 
them  with  decisive  effect. 

A  great  force  being  put  in  motion  by  Pichegru  for  an  invasion 
of  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  the  allies  advanced  in  the  spring  to 
oppose  him.  They  met  with  considerable  success  in  some  con- 
nected and  complicated  attacks,  on  the  side  of  the  Cambresis. 
The  emperor  and  the  prince  de  Saxe-Cobourg  forced  several 

15  It  v.a'^  indisputably  a  severe  blow  and  a  signal  advHnta!»e,  but  apparently  not  decisive, 
39  farther  blows  wtre  retj[nisite  to  crush  the  n^val  power  of  France. 

Vol.  V.  P  p 
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strong  ]iosts,  while  the  duke  of  York  assaulted  others  with  equal 
effect.  These  operations,  which  were  intended  to  facilitate  the 
siege  of  Landrecy,  were  attended  with  small  loss  on  the  part  of 
the  confederates,  while  the  enemy  lost  above  two  thousand  men. 
In  an  attempt  to  throw  succors  into  that  town,  the  French  w  ere 
baffled  ;  and,  in  a  conflict  with  a  detachment  near  Cambray, 
about  one  thousand  of  their  number  fell. 
A  -^  c"  An  attack  was  now  ordered  by  the  republican  ge- 
^  *  neral,  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  line  from  Treves 

to  the  sea.  Of  some  of  the  posts,  the  French  obtained  posses- 
sion :  but  this  success  was  transitory  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  they 
met  wiih  considerable  loss.  At  Moucron,  or  Moescroen,  on  a 
subsequent  day,  they  gained  the  advantage  over  general  Clair- 
fait,  whose  retreat  was  followed  by  the  surrender  of  Menin  to 
the  arms  of  the  republic,  when  one  half  of  the  town  had  been 
destroyed  by  bombs. 

The  allies  having  taken  Landrecy,  marched  toward  Tournay 
to  check  the  progress  of  the  French  in  Flanders.  The  British 
prince  bravely  resisted  the  efforts  which  were  made  to  turn  his 
Mav  10  ^^^^  '^"^  ^°  confound  his  centre  :  and  a  gallant  charge 
^  '  from  general  Harcourt  hastened  the  retreat  of  the  foe. 
Clairfait  was  not  so  successful  as  the  duke  ;  for  he  was  driven 
back  to  Thielt  with  serious  loss.  Being  afterwards  ordered  to 
join  the  emperor,  he  advanced  to  Lincelles  :  but,  not  gaining 
exact  information  of  the  movements  of  the  column  with  which 
he  was  particularly  desired  to  co-operate,  he  gave  little  aid  to  a 
grand  attack  planned  by  his  sovereign,  who  wished  to  surround 
the  French  army  in  Flanders.  The  columns  sent  forward  on 
this  occasion  did  not  act  with  proper  concert ;  and  the  termina- 
tion of  the  attack  was  therefore  unfortunate.  The  Austrian  and 
British  troops  suffered  severely  :  but  they  soon  avenged  their 
M  22  losses:  for,  whenPichegru  attacked  them  at  Espierre 
^  *  and  other  posts,  they  sent  prematurely  from  the  world, 
or  wounded,  about  ten  thousand  men  ;  and,  in  an  action  near 
Rouveroi  on  the  Sambre,  those  who  fell  on  the  side  of  the  ene- 
my, or  were  captured,  were  five  thousand  in  number.  In  the 
former  engagement,  his  imperial  majesty  freely  exposed  his 
person,  and  encouraged  his  troops  bv  his  own  exertions. 

Inflamed  by  a  most  inhuman  spirit  of  revenge,  the  French 
W  .  r>r  J^S'slature  now  ordered  that  all  the  military  subjects 
"  "  *  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  when  captured,  should 
be  put  to  the  sword.  The  duke  of  York,  in  announcing  to  his 
troops  this  atrocious  and  horrible  decree,  exhorted  them  "  not 
to  suffer  their  resentment  to  lead  them  to  any  precipitate  act 
of  cruelty  on  their  part,  which  might  sully  the  reputation  they 
-liad  acquired  in  the  world.'"  He  would  not  believe  that  the  French 
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soldiers,  however  enslaved,  would  so  disgrace  themselves  as  to 
obey  the  nefarious  order ;  and  though  it  appears,  from  the  ac 
knowledgment  of  a  French  historian  of  the  campaign*®,  that  a 
general  of  brigade  shot  some  Hanoverian  captives,  the  execra- 
ble law  was  scarcely  In  any  other  instance  carried  into  effect. 

Pichegru  again  endeavoured  to  bring  on  a  general  engage- 
ment. He  encountered  Clairfait  at  Rousselaer,  and  compelled 
him  to  retreat.  Another  conflict  occurred  in  the  same  week, 
more  seriously  unfavorable  to  the  Austrians,  to  whom  victory 
seemed  at  first  to  promise  itself.  Their  hopes  were  frustrated, 
chiefly  by  the  active  vigor  of  Macdonald,  a  north  Britain  in  the 
French  service.  Clairfait  again  took  refuge  at  Thielt ;  and  his 
discomfiture  occasioned  the  loss  of  Ypres  and  the  greater  part 
of  West  Flanders. 

The  Austrians  v.ere  also  opposed  widi  success  in  the  province 
of  Namur.  They  were  twice  routed  by  general  Charbonnier, 
whose  troops,  however,  sustained  considerable  loss.  In  the 
duchy  of  Luxembourg,  the  French  at  first  harassed  Beaulieu  ; 
but  this  officer  afterwards  prevailed  in  two  engagements. 

Jourdan  (not  the  coupe-tete  or  assasin)  distinguished  himself 
in  this  campaign.  In  one  batde,  indeed,  he  lost  the  honor  of  the 
day,  besides  a  great  number  of  men.  But  he  now  returned 
toward  Charleroi,  of  which  he  had  intermitted  to  siege,  and 
attacked  the  place  with  such  fury,  that  the  garrison  ceased  to 
defend  it.  The  prince  de  Saxe-Cobourg,  having  advanced  to 
dislodge  the  besiegers,  with  whose  success  he  was  unacquainted, 
assaulted,  in  five  columns,  Jourdan's  whole  line.  The  t  ^~ 
first  of  these  divisions  drove  the  enemy  from  some 
posts,  but  obtained  no  important  advantage.  The  same  remark 
is  applicable  to  the  second  and  third  divisions  ;  and  the  fourth, 
led  by  the  archduke  Charles,  although  it  stormed  the  heights  in 
front  of  Fleurus,  and  vigorously  attacked  the  entrenchments  be- 
yond that  village,  could  not  make  a  decisive  impression.  Beau- 
lieu,  who  conducted  the  fifth  column,  disordered  the  right  wing 
but  was  repulsed.  The  prince  was  preparing  for  a  new  attack 
upon  the  line,  when  he  found  that  the  town  had  been  reduced: 
he  then  retired  into  Brabant,  lamenting  the  death,  wounds,  or 
captivity,  of  ten  thousand  of  his  men*^ 

A  course  of  rapid  conquest  followed  the  victory  which  Jourdan 
thus  obtained.  Mons  and  other  considerable  towns  were  seized 
by  the  exulting  republicans.  Brussels,  after  a  fierce  conflict  at 
Waterloo,  was  conipelled  to  surrender  ;  and  few  of  the  Nether- 
land  towns  long  re-  isted.  Pichegru  and  Jourdan,  having  united 
their  forces,  attacked  the  British  and  Dutch  troops  near  Lou- 
ie David,  author  of  FHistolre  Clu'onologique  (les  Operations  de  I'.^rmce  du  Nord,  at.  d" 
eetle  de  Sambre  et  Meuse. 

1 7FreDch  and  other  Accounts, 
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vain,  and  drove  them  towards  Breda  ;  and  the  accelerated  pro- 
gvc^b  ot  the  enemy  constrained  the  Austrians  to  retire  across 
the  Maes. 

Ln willing  to  suffer  an  enemy  longer  to  retain  any  part  of  the 
forn)er  territories  of  the  republic,  the  French  now  invested  Lan- 
drecy,  with  a  menace  of  military  execution,  if  the  defence  should 
be  continued  beyond  twenty-four  hours.  The  governor,  having 
only  a  weak  garrison  under  his  command,  complied  with  the 
requisition  of  a  speedy  surrender.  At  Le  Quesnoi,  however  the 
inluin)an  threat  had  no  effect.  The  commandant  did  not  surren- 
der ihe  place  before  it  had  undergone  a  siege  of  twenty -one 
days  :  yet  the  besiegers  did  not  enforce  the  unjustifiable  me- 
nace. Valenciennes,  though  it  was  admirably  fortified,  readily 
obe\  ed  the  demand  of  submission;  and  Conde,  when  summon- 
ed, did  not  resist. 

The  German  campaign  was  less  splendid  than  that  of  the 
Netherlands,  but  not  unimportant.  The  Austrians  assaulted  the 
French  line  in  the  Palatinate  with  little  effect:  but  the  Prussians 
were  more  successful  in  a  simultaneous  attack,  driving  the  con- 
fused enemy  in  different  directions.  After  a  month's  respite,  the 
confederates  repelled  a  fierce  charge  upon  their  extended  line  : 
biit,  in  some  other  actions,  they  were  unable  to  maintain  their 
ground,  and  obliged  to  retreat  to  a  considerable  distance.  Being 
inforrtied  that  the  French  now  aimed  at  the  reduction  of  Treves, 
general  Kalkreuih  hastened  to  protect  that  electoral  capital 
which  he  knew  to  be  iil-garrisoned;  but  lie  could  not  save  it  from 
the  republican  grasp. 

General  Clairfait,  on  the  resignation  of  the  prince  de  Sa::e- 
Cobourg,  was  opposed  to  Jourdan  in  a  fierce  conflict  near  the 
c         ^  (,   frontiers  of  the  empire.  His  centre  and  right  wing  re- 

^  '  *  '  pelled  the  enemy  ;  but  his  left  was  disordered,  and 
even  broken.  He  retired  toward  the  Roer  ;  and,  after  his  rear 
guard,  in  two  engagements,  had  baffled  the  pursuers,  and  made 
considerable  havockam.ong  them, heentrenched himself nearthe 
city  ot  Juliers.  Jourdan  again  attacked  him,  and  triumphed  in  a 
well  contested  battle;  and  not  only  the  duchy  of  Juliers,  but  the 
city  and  electorate  of  Cologne,  were  quickly  subdued  by  the 
troops  of  the  formidable  republic. 

The  bold  demagogues  who  had  crushed  the  Brissotin  faction, 
were  not  at  this  time  in  possession  of  power.  Their  long  con- 
tinued enormities  had  occasioned  their  destruction. 

The  convention  itself  was  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
Robesj)ierre  and  the  committee  of  public  safety.  The  ruffians 
w  ho  composed  this  committee  met  in  the  Thuilleries,  formerly 
an  abode  of  royalty  ;  and,  as  they  ruled  by  terror,  they  guarded, 
by  artillery  and  other  defensive  arrangements,  the  seat  of  their 
power  and  tyranny. 
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All  the  schemes  of  murder  and  rapine,  all  the  great  crimes  of 
the  republic,  originated  in  this  retreat  of  usurpation  and  despo- 
tism. E^ery  corner  of  France  felt  the  effects  of  the  vile  ambi- 
tion and  sanguinary  rage  of  the  gloomy  tyrant  and  his  abandon- 
ed satellites.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  spirit  of  the 
nation  would  soon  have  crushed  these  monsters  :  but  they  were 
supported  by  the  soldiery  and  the  populace,  and  the  rest  of  the 
communitv  seemed  to  be  absorbed  in  apathy  and  stupor. 

Under  the  sway  of  this  committee,  prisons  were  more  nume- 
rous in  France  than  they  had  ever  been,  even  in  the  reigns  of 
the  most  inhuman  oppressors  ;  and  the  treatment  which  the 
wretched  occupants  received,  was  such  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pected onlv  from  the  most  brutal  savages.  Foul  air,  and  a  want 
of  the  common  comforts  of  life,  sent  many  to  their  graves  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  guillotine.  Crowded  in  a  narrow  space,  in- 
sulted and  reviled  by  unfeeling  keepers,  debarred  from  commu- 
nication with  friends  and  relatives,  neglected  in  illness,  or  in- 
jured by  improper  medicines,  the  prisoners  found  their  situation 
calamitous  and  deplorable. 

The  trials  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal  vv'ere  preludes  to 
murder  rather  than  proceedings  of  justice.  Fouquier-Tinville 
acted  the  part  of  public  accuser ;  and  he  was  a  man  in  whose 
zealous  co-operation  Nero  would  have  gloried.  A  jury  was  al- 
lowed to  the  prisoners  :  but  the  jurors  were  of  the  same  stamp 
with  the  judges  ;  and  prosecution  was,  in  general  tantamount,  to 
condemnation.  In  other  countries,  judges  are  pleased  at  the 
acquittal  of  an  accused  person,  when  guilt  is  not  fully  proved  : 
but,  in  France,  innocence  and  merit  could  not  command  even 
an  appearance  of  justice.  The  trials  were  despatched  with  the 
most  indecorous  precipitancy  ;  and  execution  quickly  followed 
the  pronunciation  of  an  unjust  sentence.  Idle  words  were 
deemed  sufficient  grounds  of  condemnation.  Charges,  brought 
forward  by  malice  and  falsehood,  were  eagerly  accepted  by  the 
members  of  the  tribunal ;  and  the  accusers  were  hailed  as  good 
citizens. 

During  fourteen  months,  an  enslaved  people  witnessed  these 
horrid  scenes.  The  greater  number  of  victims  perished  in  the 
capital  :  but  much  blood  was  shed  also  in  the  provinces.  At 
Brest  and  at  L' Orient,  packed  tribunals  condemned  both  the 
innocent  and  tl\e  guilty.  Jean  Bon  St.  Andre  at  one  of  those 
ports,  and  Bon  jour  at  the  other,  encouraged  the  lowest  of  the 
people  to  muliijily  charges  oS.  federalism  (a  wish  for  a  federal 
rather  than  an  indivisible  republic),  incivism,  or  treason.  A 
conspiracy  for  the  surrender  of  Brest  to  the  English,  being  fa- 
bricated by  the  accusers  rather  than  formed  by  the  accused, 
served  to  gratify  that  thirst  of  blood  which  inflamed  the  Jacobin 
commissioner.     Moreau,  a  respectable  magistrate  (father  to 
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the  s^eneral),  many  of  the  municipal  and  departmental  admini- 
slnitojs,  naval  officers,  tradesmen,  and  others,  were  at  different 
times  sent  to  the  scaffold. 

La  Vendee,  and  the  departments  near  the  Loire,  were  ex}K>s- 
ed  to  a  series  of  devastation  and  cruelty.  The  districts  were 
ravaged  with  fire  and  sword  ;  and  the  excesses  of  military  fury 
were  aided  by  the  deliberate  barbarity  of  the  deputies  Hentz 
and  trancastle,  and  of  the  still  more  inhuman  Carrier.  Not 
onlv  many  thousands  of  young  and  old  men,  but  also  a  multi- 
tude of  women  and  children,  were  guillotined,  shot,  or  drowned. 
Republican  marriages  (as  they  were  called)  were  solemnized  by 
the  vile  assassins.  Men  and  women  were  tied  naked  in  close 
embraces,  and,  after  an  hour's  exposure  in  this  state  of  con- 
strained indecency,  were  brutally  assassinated. 

The  department  of  the  Gironde  severely  felt  the  tyranny  of 
Robespierre.  Its  early  remonstrances  against  the  views  of  his 
party  excited  his  resentment ;  and,  after  he  had  obtained  the 
victory  over  his  rivals  at  Paris,  he  sent  some  of  his  partizans  to 
Bourdeaux  to  inflict  vengeance  on  the  federalists.  The  commit- 
tee of  safety,  organized  in  that  town,  disclaimed  the  authority 
of  the  convention  ;  and  this  assembly,  in  return,  ouUawed  all 
the  members  and  abettors  of  that  committee.  Taliien  and  Isa- 
beau,  having  firmed  a  body  of  peasants  and  assembled  the  refuse 
of  the  city,  prevailed  over  the  Brissotins,  filled  the  prisons,  and 
exerci;^ed  a  series  of  tyranny.  The  mayor  u  as  put  to  death, 
chiefly  for  his  opulence  :  others  suffered  because  they  regarded 
Brissot  and  Vergniaud  as  better  citizens  than  Robespierre  and 
IVIarat;  and  many  were  sacrificed  to  the  caluminous  malignity 
of  Jacobin  informers.  Yet  the  commissioners  were  blamed  for 
their  moderation.  Tallien,  indeed,  became  less  ferocious  after 
he  had  been  captivated  by  the  charms  of  Madame  Fontenai, 
whose  soft  persuasions  checked  the  progress  of  the  guillotine. — 
Returning  to  Paris,  he  was  reproved  for  his  weakness  by  Robes- 
])ierre,  who  sent  his  fair  companion  to  prison.  The  instrument 
of  death  was  then  more  active.  Only  a  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
sons had  been  beheaded  before  his  departure  ;  but  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  were  soon  added  to  the  number  of  victims. 

In  the  department  of  Vaucluse,  the  vengeance  of  the  tyrant  was 
inflicted  on  those  w  ho  had  presumed  to  censure  the  murderous 
spirit  displayed  at  Avignon,  where  a  great  number  of  lives  had 
been  wantonly  sacrificed  by  the  Jacobins  soon  after  the  annexion 
of  the  Venaissin  had  been  decreed.  Maignet  wasthe  deputy  who 
superintended  the  barbarities  ordered  at  Orange  by  the  vindic- 
tive Roberpierre  ;  and,  under  his  eye,  three  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen persons  were  guillotined.  Bedouin,  a  flourishing  little 
town  in  the  same  department,  was  condemned  to  the  flames,  and 
totally  destroyed,  because  a  tree  of  liberty  had  been  cut  down. 
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Many  of  the  inhabitants  perished  in  the  conflagration  ;  others 
were' beheaded  or  shot ;  and  the  rest  were  ordered  to  (juit  the 
spot  for  ever.  "  The  conduct  of  Maignet  (said  Robespierre) 
entitles  him  to  the  approbation  of  the  comnnittee  of  pubhc  safe- 
ty." Thus  were  assassins  applauded  and  encouraged  by  an  in- 
famous government  ! 

Leboii,  in  the  mean  time,  filled  the  frontier  departments  of  the 
north  with  terror  and  carnage.  At  Cambray  and  other  towns. 
he  multiplied  executions  with  all  the  cruelty  of  a  French  revo- 
lutionist. Arras,  though  the  birth  place  of  Robespierre,  had 
its  share  of  depopulation. 

These  cruelties  at  length  disgusted  and  incensed  even  those 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  admire  the  character  of  the  incor- 
ruptible patriot.  The  populace  began  to  think  that  he  was  un- 
worthy of  support,  and  to  wish  for  a  termination,  of  the  reign  of 
sanguinary  terror.  But,  as  the  convention,  the  ostensible  go- 
verning power  of  the  couiVry,  was  more  particularly  disgraced 
by  the  flagitious  violence  of  the  usurping  demagogue,  it  was 
proper  that  the  attack  should  commence  in  that  assembly.  The 
sacrifice  of  Danton  and  other  associates  of  the  tyrant  proved 
that  no  dependence  could  be  reposed  on  his  friendship  or  at- 
tachment. His  malignity  suffered  no  one  to  entertain  confident 
hopes  of  safety  :  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  act  with  deter- 
mined vigor  against  him. 

After  the  celebration  of  a  festival  in  honor  of  the  supreme 
Being  (for  even  Robespierre  now  deemed  it  expedient  to  pro- 
mote a  sense  of  religion,)  it  was  hoped,  but  not  expected,  that, 
if  mercy,  one  of  the  great  attribures  of  the  Deity,  should  be 
vvith-hoiden  from  the  guilty,  the  government  would  cease  to 
confound  the  innocent  with  real  delinquents.  All  hopes  of  this 
kind,  however,  were  soon  annihilated;  for  the  infamous  Couthon 
brought  forward  a  plan  for  organising  the  revolution-  t  ,j-. 
ary  tribunal  in  such  a  mode,  that  the  process  would  be 
equivalent  to  condemnation  without  trial,  and  for  so  multiplying 
pretended  crimes,  that  the  most  upright  and  unoffending  indi- 
viduals would  be  in  constant  danger  of  falling  under  the  sen- 
tence of  perverted  law.  Bourdon  de  FOise,  without  inveighing 
against  the  general  injustice  of  the  scheme,  merely  proposed 
that  it  should  be  so  far  amended  as  to  leave  the  national  repre- 
sentatives in  safety  ;  but  it  was  affirmed  that  their  privileges 
were  already  secured.  Bourdon  was  virulently  abused  by  Cou- 
thon and  Robespierre,  for  presuming  to  suspect  the  committee 
of  public  safety  of  an  intention  of  invading  the  privileges  of  the 
convention  ;  and  a  warm  altercation  arose  between  Tallien  and 
the  despot ;  but  the  latter  was  defended  by  BiU^iud  de  Va- 
rennes. 
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The  endeavours  of  Bourdon  and  Tallien  to  form  a  strong- 
party  nu;ainst  Robespierre  might  soon  have  been  baffled,  if  dis- 
cord had  not  arisen  in  the  Jacobin  councils.  Some  of  his  con- 
federates in  iniquity  began  to  be  jealous  of  his  views,  and  to  dis- 
dain Ills  control.  The  members  of  theconmiittee  of  public  safety 
diiVered  on  the  subject  of  particular  victims;  and  when  animosity 
had  once  shown  itself,  other  grounds  of  dissension  could  not  fail 
to  be  introduced.  For  some  w  eeks,  the  meetings  of  the  dark 
cabinet  were  not  attended  by  Robespierre,  who,  leaving  Cou- 
thon  and  St.  Ji'st  to  support  his  interest,  brooded  over  schemes 
of  infernal  vengeance^^  The  guillotine  was  still  in  frequent 
action,  drivir.g  his  inferior  adversaries  from  the  world,  and  de- 
stroN  ing  objects  of  unfounded  suspicion  :  but  he  could  not  im- 
mediately fix  his  determination  with  regard  to  the  grand  scheme 
of  intended  massacre. 

His  enemies,  in  the  mean  time,  were  not  idle.  Encouraged 
by  Coilot,  who  still  pretended  to  be  his  friend,  they  held  meet- 
ings to  ward  off  the  mediated  blow,  and  devise  the  means  of 
extinguihhingthe  reign  of  terror.  Robespierre,  v.ho  had  spies 
in  all  parts  of  the  republic,  was  informed  of  these  consultations  ; 
but  he  suspended  his  revenge  against  the  contrivers  of  his  ruin, 
although  he  still  had  powerful  and  tremenduous  means  of  action. 
The  ancient  observation  quos  Deus  vitlt  perdere^  prius  demai- 
tat^'\ — w  as  verified  in  his  conduct  at  this  crisis. 

Instead  of  acting  with  the  vigour  of  a  Cromwell,  he  harangued 
the  convention  with  declamatory  absurdity,  disclosed  the  divi- 
sions in  the  two  committees^",  complained  of  the  malice  of  ca- 
lumniators and  the  arts  of  the  enemies  of  liberty,  and  desired 
support  with  a  mixture  of  entreaty  and  menace.  Panis  asked 
whether  many  of  the  dej)uties  were  not  marked  out  for  destruc- 
tion. Vadier  and  others  hinted  at  a  scheme  of  that  kind ;  but 
no  regular  accusations  were  decreed  by  the  assembly  against 
either  party. 

18  U  is  affirmed,  in  the  Memoires  Politiques  rt  Militaire?,  that  a  quarrel  with  Billaud 
was  the  inimediate  cause  of  Robespierre's  secession  from  liie  conimiiti'e.  He  wished  lore- 
CJil  Carrier,  whose  sanguiiuu-y  femeity  disgusted  even  the  mHli;>niin(  immolatoi"  of  so  many 
hiMiian  victims.  Billauddtfendeii  the  depnpulatorof  Nantes.  "Yoii  aioiie,"sai(l  Robespierre, 
support  that  moi'sfei."  "  He  is  less  guilty  than  thou  art,"  replied  Billaud :  •' he  did  not 
ffipee  upon  the  nation  the  l.iw  of  the  10th  of  June."  "  You  arc  afraid  that  your  accomplices 
mav  feel  its  effects,"  r'-joined  Robespierre,  who  then  turned  toward  the  other  members  of 
til-- committee,  and  said,  ■' You  seem  to  be  overawed  hy  the  inventor  of  the  revoluti<niary 
}((i\ernnu'nt  (for  Billaucl  was  the  ori!!;itiaI  proposer  of  a  regime  which  suhvt-rted  all  law,  liu- 
iuaniiv,  and  order  :)  if  vou  thus  persist  in  a  system  ol"  bloodshed,  you  will  entail  odium  on 
the  name  ofliljeriv.  1  will  no  longer  remain  with  you."  lie  instantly  retired  with  a  scowl. 
JMi;  aspect. 

19  '•  God  first  takes  away  the  senses  of  those  •«hora  he  wishes  to  destroy." 

20  After  an  al>senee  of  six  weeks,  he  hnd  lately  re-appear<d  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  com- 
mitiO'  s,  and  eai-nestl>  pifjposed  a  reconciliation  :  but  his  adv;inces  were  treateil  by  the  ma- 
ioritv  \*i;h  eontempt.  Collot  amused  him  with  promises  ofconlinued  tiiend.ship,  urged  him 
"toiMiiij^iiibh  by  a  >nW])rose!i|ition  the  last  si)arl<sof  federalisii,  ami  stimulated  hira  to  that 
inipnideut  spt-ecli  which  hastened  his  destruction.  Memoires  Poliiiques  et  MHitaires, 
tome  ii. 
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Another  night  was  suffered  by  the  sanguinary  faction  to  pass 
without  maturing  its  schemes  of  proscription.  The  Jacobin 
club  met;  but  its  deliberations  were  not  so  prf)mpt  or  so  ener- 
getic as  the  danger  of  its  chief  required  from  accomplices  so 
deeply  interested  in  his  fate. 

When  Robespierre  appeared  on  the  following  day  in  j  i  .o-^ 
the  hall  of  the  convention,  murmurs,  which  his  habitual  ^ 
authority  had  long  repressed,  pursued  him  to  his  seat;  and  no 
one  would  condescend  to  sit  near  him.  This  reception  appalled 
his  shrinking  soul;  an  extraordinary  paleness  marked  his  vi- 
sage, and  tremor  shook  his  limbs.  St.  Just,  who  still  adhered 
to  him,  began  to  discuss  the  subject  which  had  been  last  debat- 
ed ;  but  the  bold  impat;tnce  of  Tallien  interrupted  and  con- 
founded the  speaker,  and  brought  the  contest  to  a  point.  "  Your 
guilty  intentions,'*  said  this  deputy,  turning  toward  Robespierre, 
**  cannot  be  concealed.  You  have  added,  to  your  former  atro- 
cities, a  new  conspiracy,  against  the  lives  of  the  national  repre- 
sentatives. But  justice  now  overtakes  you  in  your  criminal 
career."  Billaud  also  inveighed  against  the  flagitious  schemes 
of  the  Jacobin  leader ;  and  when  these  assailants  had  formed  a 
parapet,  behind  which  men  of  less  courage  thought  themselves 
safe,  the  aggression  became  general.  Loud  shouts  announced 
the  rising  confidence  of  victory  ;  and,  when  Robespierre  at- 
tempted to  speak,  the  petrifying  cry,  '*  Down  with  the  tyrant" 
(abas  le  tyranj^  re-echoed  through  the  hall.  Tallien,  exhibit- 
ing a  dagger  in  his  determined  hand,  threatened  to  stab  the  ob- 
ject of  general  odium,  if  the  convention  should  not  have  the 
courage  to  vote  a  decree  of  accusation.  The  sitting  was  declared 
permanent,  until  the  sword  of  the  law  should  have  saved  the 
republic  from  the  fury  of  its  oppressors  ;  and  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  commandant  Henriotand  his  chief  officers,  Dumas,  the 
president  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  some  other  partisans 
of  the  dictator,  should  be  arrested  without  delay.  Robespierre 
again  rushed  to  the  tribune,  and  stigmatised  his  opponents  as  a 
gang  of  brigands  ;  but  he  was  not  suffered  to  continue  his  re- 
proaches. Vadier,  who  had  acted  under  him,  developed  his  in- 
iquities ;  and  a  decree  of  arrest  was  pronounced  against  him. 
His  brother  was  subjected  to  the  same  stigma ;  as  were  also 
St.  Just,  Couthon,  and  Le  Bas"^ 

The  officers  who  were  empowered  to  execute  the  orders  of  ar- 
rest, still  feeling  the  terror  so  long  inspired  by  the  great  power 
of  the  Jacobin  rulers,  would  not  for  some  time  venture  to  lead 
off  the  offenders:  but  the  authority  of  the  convention  prevailed; 
and  the  deputies  were  taken  to  the  prison  of  the  Luxembourg. 

■21  Histoire  Secrete  de  la  Revolution  Fi-ancois,  par  Pages,  livre  xxviii. — De la  Revolution, 
^ar  N  cker,  tome  iii. — Letters  ofllclcn  JNIaiifi  Williams,  vol.  iii. 
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Another  obstacle  soon  arose ;  the  keeper  refused  to  confine 
them  ;  and  the  populace  escorted  them  to  the  town-hall,  which 
was  filled  with  their  adherents.  The  members  of  the  municipa- 
lit}  were  now  avrwedly  in  a  state  of  insurrection;  and  victory 
might  yet  have  attended  their  faction,  if  the  troops  of  the  sec- 
tions had  been  led  asa;^iinst  the  convention  by  a  spirited  and  able 
commander.  But,  fortunately  for  the  interests  of  humanity, 
Robespierre  was  a  coward;  Henriot  was  an  idle  boaster;  and 
the  rest  of  the  party  could  assassinate  more  readily  than  they 
could  fight.  The  insurgent  deputies  and  their  chief  abettors 
were  declared  outlaws;  and  the  effect  of  this  seasonable  decree 
was  instantaneously  powerful.  The  revolters  seemed  to  be  pa- 
ralysed ;  and  the  well-disposed  part  of  the  Parisian  community 
rallied  round  the  convention,  under  the  direction  of  Barras, 
who,  though  by  no  means  an  estimable  citizen,  now  rendered 
himself  useful  to  the  state.  The  night  was  employed  in  pre- 
paration; and,  early  in  the  morning,  the  town-hall  was  recover- 
ed w  ithout  the  trouble  or  the  danger  of  a  conflict.  Robes- 
pierre was  wounded  in  the  jaw  by  a  pistol,  which  he  is  said  to 
have  fired  at  himself.  Henriot  was  thrown  out  of  a  window 
by  the  enraged  Coflinhal,  a  Jacobin  judge,  but  not  being  killed 
by  the  fall,  w  as  reserved  for  the  guillotine.  Le  Bas  shot  him- 
self effectually,  after  refusing  to  fire  at  his  friend  St.  Just.  The 
outlawed  delinquents,  being  identified  by  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, were  condemned  to  death  without  trial,  to  the  number 
of  tv\  enty-two,  and  were  led,  amidst  bitter  maledictions,  to  that 
scaffold  which  t'.iey  had  so  frequently  dyed  with  blood^^ 

Robespierre  could  not  have  acquired  such  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  power,  unless  he  had  possessed  a  considerable  share 
of  ability;  and,  if  his  capacity  had  been  greater  than  it  really 
was,  he  could  not  have  made  himself  a  dictator  in  a  great  re- 
public, if  he  had  not  been  favouied  by  the  state  of  parties,  and 
by  a  remarkable  concurrence  of  circmnstances.  His  eloquence 
was  not  brilliant,  but  it  was  occasionally  forcible  and  impres- 
sive. He  bad  the  art  of  managing  a  party,  and  of  conciliating 
the  regard  of  the  populace.  He  disguised,  under  the  veil  of  pa- 
triotism, the  most  unbounded  ambition;  and,  on  pretence  of  aim- 
ing solely  at  the  public  good,  he  committed  a  series  of  cruelties 
which  cannot  be  remembered  without  the  utmost  horror,  and 
which  have  entailed  an  indelible  stigma  on  the  nation  that  could 
so  long  endure  them.  His  disinterestedness  has  been  praised  ; 
but  this  is  a  trifling  merit,  when  weighed  against  the  practice 
of  continual  murder.     In  departments  which  were  the  seats  of 

22  Histoire  Secrete,  par  Pages. N  ecker Above  seventv  of  theu-  accomplices,  chief- 
ly belorigiiig  If)  the  nmiiicipalil)' of  the  c»|jital,  \vti*e  soon  after  gnillotirnd.  Two  months 
bffore  ilifse  odic.us  offciulers  suflTcred,  llu-ir  lender  liml  consigned  to  the  same  fate  a  priacess 
vhose  virtues  nnjiilcd  a  loi)g  utid  happy  life — Eiizabetl),  sbter  of  the  late  king. 
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insurrection,  he  suffered  men,  who  were  equally  unfeeling  with 
himself,  to  destroy  suspected  persons  in  multitudes,  without  the 
formality  of  a  trial ;  but,  at  Paris,  his  massacres  were  perpe- 
trated with  the  forms  of  law,  and  even  with  the  sanction  of  ju- 
ries. In  this  respect  he  imitated  an  English  tyrant,  who  mur- 
dered his  subjects  under  the  exteriors  of  law  :  I  mean  Henry 
VIII.,  who  thus  added  insult  to  atrocity. 

The  French  dictator  was  puny  in  his  person  ;  had  a  livid  as- 
pect, and  a  look  which  indicated  fear  and  malignity.  His  occa- 
sional gesticulations  and  movements  were  those  of  a  resdess 
and  perturbed  spirit,  conscious  of  villany,  and  sensible  of  the 
odium  which  his  enormities  had  excitedamong  the  just,  the  mo- 
derate, and  the  humane.  He  was  vain,  and  fond  of  flattery  ; 
naturally  proud  and  reserved  (but  occasionally  affable  where  his 
interest  was  concerned) ;  vindictive,  and  destitute  of  all  sense 
of  friendship  or  attachment. 

The  overthrow  of  the  tyrant  did  not  produce  an  immediate 
cessation  of  the  Neronian  system  throughout  France.  Many 
prisoners,  indeed,  were  instantly  liberated  ;  but,  in  different 
parts,  outrages  were  still  committed  by  Jacobin  malignity.  Le- 
nity u  as  pronounced  by  some  of  the  deputies  to  be  highly  dan- 
gerous :  and  the  present  expediency  of  not  exasperating  Bil- 
laud,  Collot,  and  other  tnen  of  bloody  who  had  assisted  in  the 
ruin  of  their  leader,  induced  Tallien  to  yield  in  some  instances 
to  their  arbitrary  counsels. 

Lively  joy  arose  among  our  countrymen  as  soon  as  the  fate 
of  Robespierre  was  known  :  but  the  hopes  of  forbearance  on  the 
part  of  France,  with  regard  to  other  powers,  were  not  very 
strong.  The  characters  of  Tallien,  Bourdon  de  l^Oise,  Freron, 
Le  Gendre,  Merlin  de  Thionville,  and  Le-Cointre,  were  far 
from  being  of  that  upright,  honourable,  and  moderate  cast, 
which  would  lead  them  to  relinquish  the  prospect  of  humbling 
Great  Britain  and  domineering  over  the  continent. 

Before  this  Thermidorian"  revolution  took  place,  the  repub- 
licans had  been  signally  defeated  at  sea  by  that  nation  which 
they  particularly  wished  to  humble  :  for,  while  France  pros- 
pered on  the  continent,  and  acquired,  chiefly  by  her  superiority 
of  number,  a  degree  of  power  which  she  could  not  exercise  with 
dignity  or  moderation,  Great  Britain  still  maintained  her  fame 
on  the  ocean.  Lord  Howe,  in  the  two  precefling  wars,  had  dis- 
played his  courage  and  skill  as  a  naval  commander;  and  he 
now  fully  established  his  reputation.  With  pleasure  he  met  a 
French  fleet,  which,  though  it  did  not  seek  an  engagement,  did 
not  meanly  avoid  it.  In  the  number  of  ships -of  which  each 
fleet  consisted,  there  was  little  difference  ;  for  Villaret  Joyeuse 

23  So  called  from  its  occurring  in  the  month  of  Thertnidor-,  oorrespondinf  with  the  lattfl 
part  of  July,  and  the  former  part  of  August. 
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J  -  had  twenty-six  sail  of  the  line,  while  Howe  had  twenty- 
■  five.  The  British  admiral  broke  the  line  of  the  ene- 
my, and  quickly  secured  the  victory.  Seven  ships  were  taken  ; 
one  of  which  (le  Ven(Teur)soon  after  foundered,  with  the  loss  of 
three  hundred  of  her  men.  Another  ship  of  the  line  was  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  sea  during  the  engagement ;  and  so  rapidly  did 
it  sink,  that,  according  to  lord  Howe's  narrative,  not  a  man  was 
saved.  Not  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  killed  in  the  victo- 
rious fleet ;  but  it  is  probable  that  above  two  thousand  of  the 
enemy  lost  their  lives,  and  that  a  great  number  were  wounded. 

This  triumph  revived  the  declining  spirits  of  the  people.  The 
king  visiting  the  fleet,  personally  thanked  the  chief  conductor 
of  its  operations,  and  applauded  the  valour  of  his  maritime  sub- 
jects. 

About  the  same  time,  his  majesty  acquired  a  new  crown.  The 
discontent  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Corsica, 
under  the  oppresive  yoke  of  France,  had  induced  them  to  wish 
for  a  new  government.  Paoli,  w  ho  had  returned  to  the  island, 
encouraged  their  disaffection,  and  was  therefore  marked  out  for 
the  vengeance  of  the  Parisian  convention  :  but  he  eluded  an  or- 
der for  his  arrest,  and  procured,  from  the  zeal  of  his  country- 
men, the  appointment  of  generalissimo.  Hostilities  broke  out 
between  his  supporters  and  the  friends  of  the  republic  :  and  the 
former  accepted  the  aid  of  admiral  Hood,  who  u  ith  a  small 
force,  wrested  Fornelli  and  San-Fiorenzo  from  the  hands  of  the 
conventional  party.  Bastia,  defended  by  three  thousand  men  and 
by  strong  works,  sustained  a  spirited  siege,  in  which  the  alert- 
ness and  intripidity  of  captain  Nelson  attracted  panegyrical  no- 
tice. After  the  French  had  been  dispossessed  of  this  post,  and 
before  Calvi  was  taken,  which  endured  a  siege  for  seven  weeks, 
the  Corsicans  submitted  to  the  sway  of  the  prince  who  had  as- 
sisted them,  by  the  unanimous  decision  of  an  assembly,  combin- 
ing the  most  general  representation  known  in  the  island. 

Victor  Amadeus  rejoiced  at  the  transfer  of  Corsica  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  coalition.  To  himself,  however,  the  campaign  was 
unfortunate.  The  enemy  failed  in  the  first  attack  of  the  great 
and  little  mountains  of  Cenis,  but  prevailed  on  a  renewal  of 
eflxn't,  and  also  forced  St.  Bernard.  Or.  the  side  of  Nice,  the 
Piedmontese  were  harassed  with  repeated  conflicts  ;  and  neither 
they  nor  their  Austrian  associates  could  prevent  the  French 
from  seizing  various  forts  and  some  important  towns. 

On  the  Pyrenian  frontiers  of  France  and  Spain,  the  war  was 
attended  with  more  remarkable  incidents.  The  count  de  I'Union 
was  posted  with  thirty  thousand  men  on  the  banks  of  the  Tech, 
near  Cerct :  but  he  was  driven  from  his  entrenchments  by  gene- 
ral Dugommier,  leaving  fifteen  hundred  of  his  men,  and  ample 
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spoils,  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  who  also  recovered  Port- Ven- 
dre  and  Colioure.  Bellegrade  made  a  lon^  defence,  under  the 
command  of  the  marquis  de  Vallesantoro.  The  count  endeavour- 
ed to  relieve  that  town  from  blockade;  bathe  was  repelled  by  the 
skill  and  valor  of  Augereau.  The  garrison  being  in  want  of 
provisions,  the  commandant  at  length  surrendered  the  place. 
After  an  interval  of  two  months,  Dugommier  directed  Augereaii 
to  assault  the  works  near  the  Mouga,  that  a  way  might  be  open- 
ed for  the  reduction  of  the  Catalonian  province.  The  detach- 
ment met  with  success:  but  while  the  commander  in  chief  was 
preparing  to  improve  the  advantage,  he  lost  his  life  by  a  random 
shot.  Perignon,  who  succeeded  him,  ordered  a  general  attack, 
and  forced  the  works  by  a  preserving  energy  which  ^^^  ^^ 
despised  the  danger  of  death.  The  count  fell  in  the 
defence  of  his  country,  lamenting  the  disgrace  of  the  army  which 
he  commanded.  Figueras  now  surrendered,  and  nine  thousand 
men  were  made  prisoners.  In  the  western  parts  of  the  Pyrenees, 
Le  Franc  and  other  officers  dislodged  the  Spaniards  from  differ- 
ent posts  :  Moncey  also  pushed  forward  in  defiance  of  all  the 
obstacles  raised  bv  engineers  ;  and  Tregeville  was  equally  for- 
tunate. Fortarabia  was  taken  without  the  labor  of  a  siege ;  so 
was  St.  Sebastian  :  Port-Passage  and  Tolosa  were  likewise 
seized.  The  province  of  Navarre  was  better  defended  than  that 
of  Biscay.  The  duke  of  Ossuna,  indeed,  was  driven  with  con- 
siderable loss  from  Roncevalles  :  but  he  took  some  revenge  in  a 
subsequent  conflict ;  and,  though  again  repelled,  prevented  the 
enemy  from  reducing  Pampeluna. 

The  French  had  some  reason  to  boast  of  their  exploits  in 
Spain  ;  but  their  success  in  Holland  was  more  decisive.  After 
the  conquest  of  the  Netherlands,  Pichegru,  postponing  the  siege 
of  Breda,  resolved  to  drive  the  duke  of  York  over  the  Maes. 
When  he  had  reached  Hoogstraten,  he  attacked  the  outposts 
with  success;  and  the  duke  retired  behind  the  Doinmel.  The 
French  passed  that  river  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  stormed  the 
post  of  Boxtel,  captured  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  baffled 
the  efforts  of  general  Abercromby  for  its  recovery.  The  Bri- 
tish troops  and  their  associates  crossed  the  Maes,  without  any 
serious  molestation  from  the  enemy,  by  wh^m,  however,  Creve- 
coeur  was  quickly  reduced,  and  whom  even  Bois-le-Duc  did  not 
withstand  above  a  fortnight.  Moreau,  whose  division  had  taken 
Sluys,  now  joined  Pichegru  ;  and  these  able  officers  boldly 
pushed  forward  to  the  conquest  of  Holland. 

At  this  crisis,  the  burghers  of  Amsterdam  manifested  their 
disinclination  to  the  existing  government,  and  their  aversion  to 
the  war.  The  hereditary  prince  of  Orange  and  tlie  duke  of 
York  having  repaired  to  that  town,  to  propose  (among  other 
objects)  an  inundation  of  the  neighbouring  country,  they  res'^iv- 
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ed  to  counteract  the  measure,  as  unnecessary  and  dangerous. 
Though  popular  nieetini^s  were  prohibited,  they  assembled  in 
the  square  befor;^  the  stadt-house,  and  voted  a  petition  to  the 
council  of  regency,  not  only  as^ainst  the  scheme  of  inundation, 
but  also  anjainst  the  introduction  of  foreign  troops,  which  f')rm- 
ed  a  part  of  the  stadtholder's  plan.  They  deputed  Visscher  and 
two  other  personrs  to  present  the  remonstrance,  which  was  an- 
swered by  a  denial  of  the  adoption  of  either  scheme.  The  three 
burghers  were  punished  with  imprisonment  for  their  boldness  ; 
but  their  associates  in  opposition  were  so  far  from  being  inti- 
midated, that  they  continued  to  assemble,  not  tu'nultuously, 
but  in  an  orderly  manner,  and  formed  regular  companies  for  the 
protection  of  the  capital. 

A  conflict  which  had  a  considerable  effect  in  the  subsequent 
operations  took  place  near  the  Waal.  Pichegru  disposed  his 
troops  in  four  columns,  and  directed  them  to  the  most  prominent 
parts  of  the  hostile  line,  which  extended  from  Appelthern  to 
Q       ,  ^    Druyten.  Those  and  other  posts  were  vigorously  at- 

^  '  *  tacked  :  a  body  of  emigrants  suffered  so  severely  that 
few  escaped  ;  and  the  ranks  of  some  English  battalions  were 
alarmingly  thinned,  before  the  duke  retreated  across  the  Waal. 
The  investment  of  the  strong  town  of  Grave  was  now  com- 
pleted :  Venlo  was  taken  ;  and  Nimeguen  was  besieged  by  ge- 
neral Souham.  In  the  erection  of  batteries  for  this  siege,  the 
French  were  exposed  to  a  vigorous  attack  from  a  select  corps, 
consisting  chiefly  of  British  soldiers  :  but,  as  they  continued 
their  operations  without  discouragement,  the  duke  thought  pro- 
^  -  per  to  abandon  the  place.  Maestricht  had  already  sur- 
"  ^^'  rendered,  after  a  siege  of  two  months  ;  and  a  short  in- 
terval of  inaction  followed  these  acts  of  warfare^. 

The  middle  class  of  the  Dutch  community  (and  great  in- 
fluence is  usually  possessed  by  this  class  is  a  commercial  repub- 
lic) apparently  wished  for,  rather  than  dreaded  the  arrival  of 
the  French.  That  wish  was  soon  gratified  by  Pichegru's  re- 
newal of  hostilities.  A  frosty  winter  promoted  the  views  both 
of  the  French  convention  and  of  the  disaffected  party  in  Hol- 
land. A  body  of  the  invaders  crossed  the  Waal  in  boats  with 
little  effect.  They  afterwards  passed  it  by  favor  of  the  ice,  but 
were  driven  back  with  loss.  They  re-crossed  it  with  augment- 
.„Q-  ed  force :  and  the  allies  were  constrained  to  retire 
A.  D.  li.o.  ^^.^^  ^j^^  Leek,  and  afterwards  behind  the  Yssel. 

Avoiding  the  delays  that  might  attend  sieges,  the  French  now 

advanced  into  the  province  of  Utrecht ;  and  one  of  their  detach- 

,      ^^     ments  took  easy  possession  of  the  capital  of  that  terri- 

torv.    Pichegru  penetrated  to  Amsterdam,  and  offered 

24  Histoire  Cronologique,  par  David.— London  Gazette. 
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to  the  inhabitants  the  boon  of  Gallic  freedom.  The  prince  and 
princess  of  Orange  fled  to  England,  whither  the  British  troops 
at  length  returned,  after  a  series  of  difficulties  and  dangers,  ag- 
gravated by  an  inclement  season. 

Two  proclamations  were  now  issued  at  Amsterdam,  one  by 
a  revolutionary  committee,  exhorting  the  people  to  remain  quiet, 
and  recommending  elections  of  national  deputies  ;  the  other  by 
those  representatives  of  the  French  republic  who  attended  the 
army.  In  the  latter  it  was  affirmed,  that  the  French  came  as 
friends  of  the  Dutch,  and  only  wished  to  rescue  them  from  the 
tyrannous  yoke  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  by  the  trea- 
cherous stadtholder.  It  was  declared,  that  persons  and  property 
should  be  protected,  religious  freedom  secured,  the  laws  and 
customs  of  the  country  provisionally  maintained  ;  and  that  the 
people,  exercising  that  sovereignty  which  was  their  indisputable 
right,  should  alone  enjoy  the  power  of  modifying  or  altering 
their  constitution. 

The  provincial  representatives  of  the  province  of  Holland 
soon  commenced  their  deliberations  at  the  Hague.  Peter  Pau- 
lus,  whom  they  chose  for  their  president,  congratulated  them 
on  the  event  of  the  campaign,  and  on  the  opportunity  afforded  to 
them,  by  the  wonderful  success  of  the  French  arms,  of  rearing 
the  edifice  of  their  liberty,  amidst  the  influence  of  virtue,  of  rea- 
son, and  philosophy,  and  restoring  peace,  security  and  freedom. 
The  rights  of  men  and  of  citizens,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people,  were  asserted  by  the  assembly :  the  distinctions  of  privi- 
leged orders,  and  various  political  institutions,  were  abolished  ; 
and  committees  of  public  safety,  of  finance,  and  of  military  or- 
ganization, were  appointed  pro  tempore. 

The  new  municipality  of  Amsterdam  labored,  with  zeal  and 
success  for  the  preservation  of  public  tranquility.  A  slight 
tendency  to  a  partial  riot,  arising  from  an  unwillingness  to  sub- 
mit to  a  continuance  of  the  established  taxation,  w  as  easily  sup- 
pressed. The  new  demands  of  provisions,  clothing  and  money, 
for  the  use  of  the  French  army,  were  granted  without  disorder, 
and  with  little  complaint^*.  Inquiries  were  made  into  the  abuses 
of  the  late  government,  and  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank  and  the 
East  and  West  India  companies  ;  and,  when  various  delinquen- 
cies had  been  discovered,  many  officers  were  dismissed;  but  the 
municipality  refused  to  gratif)  the  vengeance  of  the  violent  de- 
mocrats, who  from  political  animosity,  rather  than  )  detestation 
of  crimes,  wished  for  the  punishment  of  the  chief  adherents  of 
the  stadtholder. 

25  In  requisitions  and  contributions  of  various  kinds,  forced  and  voluntary,  the  French 
(says  Mr.  FtII)  wcie  ihoiglit  tohav.-  levied,  in  a  slio.t  period,  a  sum  nearly  amounting  tc 
four  millioDS  sterling. — Tour  through  the  Bataviari  jRcpublic, 
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As  soon  as  deputies  could  conveniently  be  chosen  for  all  the 
provinces,  d  tjeneral  assembly  was  holden  ;  and  one  of  the  first 
votes  ordained  the  abolition  of  the  dignity  of  stadtholder.  This 
decree  was  productive  of  threat  joy  at  Amsterdam  ;  and  a  re- 
publican I'estival  was  celebrated,  to  cement  the  union  between 
the  Dutch  and  ihe  French.  But  the  rising  friendship  suffered 
some  diminution,  on  the  part  of  the  former,  when  the  terms  of 
peace  and  alliance  between  the  republics  were  communicated  to 
the  world.  By  one  of  the  articles,  the  Dutch  were  obliged  to 
pay  one  hundred  millions  of  livers  to  the  French  government, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  charges  of  the  war;  and,  by  ano- 
ther, to  resign  Dutch  Flanders  and  other  parts  of  their  frontier, 
under  the  promise  of  an  equivalent  from  the  French  at  the  epoch 
of  a  general  peace.  They  were  required  to  open  the  Scheldt  to 
the  Belgians  and  the  French,  and  suffer  the  latter  to  garrison 
Flushing  ;  to  employ,  in  aid  of  their  new  allies,  one  half  of  their 
military  force  (subject  to  the  command  of  French  generals)  and 
twelve  ships  of  the  line,  with  eighteen  frigates. 

This  treaty  rendered  the  United  Provinces  completely  depen- 
dent on  the  French  republic.  Gallic  fraternity  proved  a  very 
inefficacious  remedy  for  the  evils  imputed  to  the  l:\te  govern- 
ment. The  trade  of  Holland  declined  after  this  revolution.  The 
people  were  impoverished  by  frequent  defalcations  from  their 
propertv  ;  and,  as  tliev  were  despised  by  their  new  masters,  they 
bad  no  prospect  of  redress  if  they  should  presume  to  complain. 
Their  mislortunes  and  degradation  did  not  excite  the  compas- 
sion of  other  powers  ;  for  they  were  considered  as  accessory 
to  their  own  sufferings  and  disgrace. 

Orders  vvere  now  given  for  the  speedy  equij:>ment  of  a  fleet, 
that  the  tyrants  of  the  sea  might  be  checked  in  their  career.  But 
in  the  reduced  state  of  the  Dutch  navy,  it  require!  a  considera- 
ble time  to  fit  out  a  respectable  fleet ;  and,  when  ready  for  ac- 
tion, its  egress  from  the  port  served  only  to  add  to  the  glory  of 
Britain. 

During  the  operations  of  the  French  on  the  frontiers  of  Hol- 
land, some  individuals  who  were  supjDosed  by  the  malice  of 
party  to  be  well  affected  to  the  French  cause,  and  inclined  to 
promote  the  formation  of  a  republic  in  this  country,  had  been 
accused  of  treason,  and  subjected  to  a  criminal  process^. 

In  every  country,  my  dear  son,  there  are  seditious  spirits, 
eager  to  fish  in  troubled  waters,  and  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
all  the  errors  of  government.  They  studiously  propagate  jea- 
lousy and  suspicion,  magnify  ministerial  delinquency,  and  ex- 
aggerate the  evils  under  which  the  people  labor.  In  this  king- 
dom, fortunately,  such  characters  are  not  very  numerous,  com- 
pared w  ith  the  general  population  of  the  empire  :  and,  even  at 

'2G  In  November,  1794, 
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the  rise  of  the  French  revolution,  when  the  subject  roused  and 
inflamed  the  friends  of  liberty,  they  did  not  compose  such  a  mul- 
titude as  to  excite  a  serious  alarm.  We  must  not  confound  the 
parliamentary  opposers  of  a  minister,  or  the  condemners  of  real 
abuses  and  grievances,  with  the  incendiaries  above-mentioned; 
but,  amidst  the  rage  of  party,  the  distinction  was  scarcely  no- 
ticed :  for  those  who  presumed,  in  either  house,  to  question  the 
patriotism  or  the  political  ability  of  Mr.  Pitt,  were  branded  with 
the  odious  appellation  of  Jacobins,  and  stigmatised  as  enemies 
of  their  country,  though  they  were  apparently  better  friends  to 
the  constitution  than  that  minister  and  his  advocates.  Some 
free  speakers,  not  members  of  the  legislature,  were  at  this  time 
suspected  of  a  u  ish  to  subvert  the  existing  government,  and  in- 
troduce republican  innovations,  while  they  merely  professed  a 
desire  of  parliamentary  reform.  The  premier,  forgetting  his 
own  declarations  of  the  necessity  of  a  reform,  resolved  to  in- 
stitute a  process  against  these  presumptuous  individuals,  who 
wished  to  purify  the  great  council  of  the  nation.  Hardy,  who 
was  the  first  in  the  indictment,  was  tried  for  high  treason,  and 
acquitted:  two  others,  of  uhom  one  w-as  Mr.  John  Home  Tooke, 
were  also  pronounced  not  guilty,  and  the  crown  lawyers  then 
desisted  from  the  prosecution  of  the  rest.  Mr.  Windham,  and 
other  zealots  of  the  prerogative,  still  thought  them  guilty,  and 
lamented  the  inefficacy  of  the  law.  But  the  friends  of  popular 
rights,  the  enemies  of  ministerial  tyranny,  and  the  advocates  of 
impartial  justice,  approved  the  decision  of  the  jury. 


LETTER  Xni. 


A  Continuation  of  European  History  to  the  Treaty  oj  Campo 
Forniio^  in  1797. 

THE  easy  subjugation  of  the  Seven  United 
Provinces  gave  great  pleasure  to  the  convention.  •  •  '  • 
To  the  territories  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  the  French  had  now 
added  the  seventeen  provinces  which  were  formerly  governed 
by  the  house  of  Burgundy.  Holland,  indeed,  was  not  annexed 
in  form  to  the  dominions  of  the  great  republic  :  but  the  leaders 
of  the  Parisian  assembly  intended  and  expected  to  direct  the 
movements  of  the  ostensible  rulers  of  the  newly-fraternised 
state.  They  hoped  to  profit  by  the  aid  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  to 
diminish  the  commercial  facilities,  and  check  the  maritime  tri- 
umphs  of  Great  Britain. 

Vol.  V.  R  r 
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While  the  Dutch  thus  readily  submitted  to  the  sway  of  France, 
the  reluctant  Polanders  were  constrained  to  yield  to  the  arms  of 
potentates  who  affected  to  condemn  the  encroachments  and  the 
violence  of  the  republican  revolutionists.  After  the  hostilities  of 
the  year  1792,  the  northern  empress  and  the  king  of  Prussia  re- 
solved to  lighten,  by  a  second  partition,  the  political  burthen  of 
Stanislaus,  which,  they  pretended,  he  was  unqualified  to  sustain 
with  the  requisite  dignity.  The  Russian  troops  were  therefore 
directed  to  seize  a  great  extent  of  country  from  the  Dwina  to 
the  Niester ;  and  general  Krechetnikoff,  assuming  the  govern- 
ment of  this  territory,  ordered  all  the  inhabitants  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  her  imperial  majesty,  or  retire  from  the 
districts  thus  transferred.  A  Prussian  army  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  spoliation  ;  and  several  provinces,  besides  the  cities  of 
Dantzic  and  Thorn,  were  wrested  from  the  Polish  dominion, 
with  the  assent  of  the  emperor  Francis.  These  acts  of  injustice 
were  pronounced  to  be  necessary  precautions  against  the  conta- 
gion of  Jacobinical  principles,  which  might  otherwise  infect  all 
the  states  bordering  on  Poland.  A  diet  being  convoked  at 
Grodno,  the  deputies  w^ere  exposed  to  military  intimidation,  and 
obliged  to  sanction  the  new  dismemberment  so  imperiously 
prescribed'. 

The  spirit  of  the  people  would  not  suffer  them  to  submit 
tamely  to  the  violence  of  their  enemies.  They  wished  for  a 
leader  who  might  form  them  into  a  regular  confederacy  ;  and 
Kosciuszko  appeared,  to  those  who  had  influence  among  them, 
to  be  well  qualified  for  that  station.  He  had  retired  into  Saxo- 
ny, with  Ignatius  Potocki,  Kolontay,  and  Zajonzek  ;  and  these 
four  resolute  patriots  declared  their  readiness  to  exert  their 
energy  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  Znjonzek  repaired  to  Warsaw, 
and  privately  conferred  with  the  chief  malcontents  ;  while  Kos- 
ciuszko, on  the  frontiers,  anxiously  awaited  the  result  of  their 
consultations.  It  was  resolved  that  an  insurrection  should  be 
risqued  ;  but  as  suspicion  was  excited  among  the  Russians, 
postponement  was  deemed  advisable.  Kosciuszko  retired  into 
Italy,  where  he  remained  until  Zajonzek,  being  ordered,  as  a 
propagator  of  sedition,  to  banish  himself  from  the  Polish  terri- 
tories, informed  him  that  his  countrymen  wished  him  to  appear 
among  them  without  delay,  as  a  better  opportunity  might  not 
soon  arise.  Madalinski,  who  commanded  a  regiment  under  the 
existing  government  refused  to  disband  it,  and  erected  at  Cra- 
cow the  standard  of  revolt.  Kosciuszko,  again  presenting  him- 
self in  Poland,  was  elected  chief  of  die  confederacy.  He  took 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  nation,  and  of  adherence  to  the  princi- 
ples stated  in  the  act  of  insurrection,  by  which  war  was  declared^ 
against  the  invaders  of  the  rights  and  independence  of  Poland, 

1  On  the  21ih  of  Stptember,  1793.  2  On  the  24th  of  Marcb,l794  . 
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and  an  equal  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty  guaranteed  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country.  So  extensive  was  the  power  granted 
to  Kosciuszko,  that,  if  it  had  been  committed  to  any  one  who 
did  not  (like  hini)  unite  equity  and  moderation  with  courage  and 
ability,  patriots  might  have  thought  it  dangerous  to  freedom ; 
but,  in  his  hands,  it  was  only  exercised  for  good  purposes^ 

The  Russians  at  Warsaw  suffered  severely  from  the  animo- 
sity and  rage  of  the  Polanders.  General  Igelstrom  having  ar- 
rested many  suspected  individuals,  the  confederates  seized  the 
arsenal, ^and  attacked  the  Russians,  of  whom  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred fell,  while  the  rest  escaped  to  the  camp  of  the  Prussian  ge- 
neral Wolki.  The  patriot  chief  had  already  routed  seven  thou- 
sand of  the  enemy :  but  he  was  subjected  to  a  similar  misfortune 
by  the  personal  exertions  of  Frederic  William  in  a  battle  near 
Piliczka.  That  prince  Vv^as  afterwards  compelled,  by  the  de- 
fenders of  a  strong  post,  to  retreat  with  some  loss  of  honor. 

Near  Brzesci,  the  Polanders  under  Sirakowski,  formed  in 
three  compact  columns,  were  attacked  by  the  Russians  with 
great  vigour.  One  column  destroyed  many  of  the  assailants,  but 
could  not  elude  defeat.  The  other  two  divisions  retired  to  Co- 
rochin,  and  took  possession  of  an  advantageous  height,  which, 
however,  they  quitted  on  the  approach  of  general  Islenief.  Of 
three  thousand  men  who  composed  one  of  the  retiring  columns, 
very  few  escaped  death,  or  even  deigned  to  implore  mercy:  in 
the  other  corps,  an  opportune  dispersion  rendered  the  slaughter 
less  considerable.  Another  sanguinary  conflict  took  place  in  a 
wood,  to  the  advantage  of  the  Russians  ;  and,  from  Dobrzin, 
thePoIanders  were  dislodged  with  little  difficulty.  In  these 
actions,  above  twelve  thousand  of  the  vanquished  are  said  to 
have  lost  their  lives^ 

After  some  inferior  operations,  an  important  engagement  oc- 
curred at  Matchevitz*.  The  baron  de  Fersen,  hearing  that 
Kosciusko  expected  to  be  joined  by  Poninski,  resolved  to  at- 
tack him  before  the  junction  could  be  effected.  Denisoff's  di- 
vision, animated  rather  than  fatigued  by  a  difficult  nocturnal 
march,  first  assaulted  the  enemy-  The  rest  of  the  army  came 
up  about  sun-rise  ;  and  the  battle  raged  beyond  mid-day.  Kos- 
ciusko was  then  convinced  of  the  inutility  of  ulterior  resistance. 
About  six  thousand  of  his  adherents  lay  dead  on  the  field  ;  and 
sixteen  hundred  were  wounded  or  captured.  He  endeavoured 
to  escape  by  the  swiftness  of  his  horse,  but  was  overtaken  by 
some  Cosacks,  one  of  whom,  not  knowing  him,  thurst  a  spear 
into  his  back.     Falling  senseless  from  his  horse,  he  was  taken 

3  Vie  de  Catharine,  par  Castera,  tome  ii. — Hisloire  de  Regne  de  Frederic  Guilluame, 
par  Sei^ur. 

4  Hisloire  des  Campagnes  de  Suworrow,  tome  ii, 

5  On  the  lOthot'OciolJor,  17'J-i 
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to  a  monastry,  when  one  of  his  officers  liad  intimated  that  he 
was  the  commander-in-chief.  Chirurgical  aid  was  administered 
to  him  ;  and  he  was  conveyed  in  safety  to  Petersburg". 

Tlie  reduction  of  Warsaw  being  the  great  object  of  Souvor- 
oft",  he  sent  orders  to  Dorfelden  and  Fersen  to  join  him  in  his 
way  to  Praga,  a  suburb  of  the  capital.  At  Kobylka,  Islenief 
routed  a  Pohsh  detachment ;  and  other  advantages  were  ob- 
tained over  the  unfortunate  natives.  When  the  two  generals 
arrived  with  their  troops,  Souvoroff  had  twenty-two  thousand 
men  under  his  command  :  and  he  prepared  with  his  usual  ac- 
tivity and  zeal  for  an  attack  of  the  entrenchments  of  Praga.  He 
offered  an  amnesty  to  the  revolutionists,  if  they  would  submit 
without  farther  contest :  but  they  rejected  overtures  which  in- 
volved their  return  to  a  state  of  slavery. 

As  soon  as  the  Russian  army  had  reached  the  suburb,  three 
batteries  were  erected  in  the  night :  the  points  of  attack  were 
then  fixed  ;  and  seven  columns  commenced  their  operations. 
The  two  first  divisions  were  harcissed,  in  every  direction  except 
the  rear,  by  a  vigorous  fire  :  but,  being  well  supported  by  some 
squadrons  of  chasseurs  they  surmounted  all  obstacles,  and,  rush- 
ing into  the  place,  pursued  their  adversaries  through  the  streets, 
slew  about  two  thousand,  and  drove  one  thousand  into  the  Vis- 
tula. The  third  and  fourth  columns,  having  passed  with  diffi- 
culty a  sandy  hill,  penetrated  within  the  works,  put  a  body  of 
horse  to  flight  with  the  bayonet,  seized  one  battery  after  ano- 
ther, and  flanked  the  Polanders.  In  this  scene  of  action,  a  regi- 
ment of  Jews  made  an  obstinate  defence,  and  at  length  suffered 
total  destruction.  The  rest  of  the  divisions  forced  the  entrench- 
ments with  celerity,  cleared  the  space  bet\\een  these  works  and 
the  interior  fortifications  of  the  suburb,  and  filled  the  streets  with 
heaps  of  dead.  Some  thousands,  stopped  by  the  river  in  their 
flight,  were  massacred  h}  their  savage  foes,  who  did  not  even 
spare  the  weaker  sex,  or  helpless  age.  At  least  fifteen  thousand 
persons  Mere  killed  or  drowned  ;  fourteen  thousand  were  made 
prisoners,  the  majority  of  whom  were  soon  released,  and  sent  to 
Warsaw". 

Confounded  by  the  success  of  the  invaders,  the  magistrates 
of  the  capital  sent  deputies  with  offers  of  submission.  Souvoroff 
promised  a  full  security  of  persons  and  property,  if  the  troops 
and  all  the  inhabitants  w^iuld  immediately  deliver  up  their  arms. 
The  soldiery  underWaurochewski, the  successor  of  Kosciuszko, 
were  inclined  to  carry  off  the  king  and  all  the  Russian  prison- 
ers ;  but  the  magistrates  opposed  that  intention,  and  ordered  the 
people  to  resist  the  troops.  The  general  then  resigned  his  au- 
ihorrtv  into  the  hands  of  the  king  and  the  supreme  coimcil,  de» 

n  Hivtniir  dcs  C'anipnp^nes  de  Suworrow,  (ome  ii. 

7  Not.  3>  1794. — Histoire  des  Campagni-s  (If  Suwarrow,  tome  ii. 
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daring  that  he  had  no  farther  means  of  providing  for  the  safety 
of  the  republic.  Stanislaus  now  liberated  the  Russian  captives  ; 
and  Souvoroff  entered  Warsaw  in  triumphal  procession.  The 
keys  of  the  city  were  presented  to  him:  and,  looking  toward  the 
scene  of  the  late  carnage,  he  is  said  to  have  embraced  the  ma- 
gistrates with  a  suffusion  of  tears. 

Thus  was  the  Polish  revolution  terminated  by  the  hand  of  vio- 
lence. The  new  constitution  was  annihilated,  as  inconsistent 
with  the  views  of  the  confederate  powers.  They  declared,  that 
it  was  no  longer  expedient  to  have  a  separate  king  for  Poland  ; 
and  a  third  partition,  a  final  spoliation  ensued.  The  palatinates 
of  Cracow,  Chelin,  and  Lublin,  with  other  territories,  were  as- 
signed to  the  house  of  Austria:  Warsaw  and  other  considerable 
towns  were  included  in  the  Pru?>sian  share:  and  the  czarina  ex- 
tended her  acquisitions  to  the  centre  of  Poland.  The  estates  of 
many  patriots  were  confiscated  :  Kosciusko  and  his  chief  asso- 
ciates were  imprisoned  ;  and  Stanislaus  was  deprived  of  the 
royal  dignity,  receiving  assurances,  however,  of  protection  and 
support. 

In  private  life,  many  (it  is  to  be  hoped)  are  "  too  fond  of  the 
right  to  pursue  the  expedient.'^  But  princes  seem  to  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  they  are  not  bound  by  ordinary  rules  of  rectitude  or 
justice.  Policy  and  expediency  form  the  leading  principles  of 
their  conduct. 

This  settlement  was  highly  satisfactory  to  the  king  of  Prussia, 
who  being  no  longer  inspired  with  the  zeal  of  anti-Gallican  hos- 
tility, was  inclined  to  revert  to  a  pacific  system.  He  even  con- 
sented to  resign  that  part  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves  which  was  sit- 
uated on  the  left  side  of  the  Rhine,  that  the  French  convention 
might  be  induced  to  gratify  him  with  a  pacification.  *  •,  ^ 
That  assembly  acceded  to  his  wish  ;  and  he  also,  at  ^ 
the  request  of  the  imperial  diet,  offered  himself  as  a  mediator 
between  the  republic  and  the  court  of  Vienna. 

The  members  of  opposition,  in  the  British  parliament,  freely 
stigmatised  his  character,  for  the  neglect  of  those  engagements 
by  which  he  had  bound  himself  to  prosecute  the  war  with  extra- 
ordinary vigor  in  the  preceding  campaign  ;  for  he  had  accepted 
the  money  offered  to  him  by  a  prodigal  cabinet,  and  employed 
it  against  the  Polanders  rather  than  against  the  French.  The 
speakers  of  the  same  party  also  censured  the  ministry  for  not 
having  opened  a  negotiation  for  peace;  but  the  majority  of 
both  houses  deemed  the  French  government  too  unsettled  to  au- 
thorise the  hope  of  a  permanent  accommodation.  The  hopes 
rather  than  the  expectatoins  of  the  same  members  were  disap- 
pointed at  the  result  of  a  trial  which  had  been  protracted  to  the 
eighth  year.  Ii  was  generally,  I  may  say  universally,  supposed 
that  the  high  court  of  peers  would  nnt  pronounce  Mr.  Hastings 
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guiltv  of  high  crimes,  or  even  of  misdemeanors  ;  and  indeed, 
after  i\  course  of  nua;atory  Htigation,  he  was  acquitted  of  every 
charge.  The  members  of  such  a  court  do  not  consider  them- 
selves bound  by  the  rules  of  inferior  courts,  in  which,  when 
guilt  is  clear,  character  or  services  do  not  influence  the  verdict. 
They  are  inclined  to  balance  useful  acts  or  judicious  measures 
against  delinquency,  and  to  acquit  the  able  governor  where  strict 
justice  would  condemn  the  plunderer  or  the  oppressor.  I  may  add, 
that  a  wish  to  gratify  the  sovereign  probably  influenced  maiiy  of 
the  noble  judges.  The  declared  opinion  of  the  chief  minister  of 
the  crown,  against  the  accused  person,  had  little  weight  in  this 
instance,  because  it  was  concluded  that  he  was  not  particularly 
desirous  of  the  condemnation  of  the  governor-general. 

The  debates  of  the  convention  was  more  acrimonious  than 
those  of  the  parliament.  The  subverters  of  the  Robespierrean 
dominativon  had  frequent  and  warm  contests  with  those  deputies 
who  were  still  inflamed  with  the  Jacobinical  mania;  and  the  for- 
mer did  not  triumph  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes,  before  the 
Girondist  mem.bers  who  had  been  secluded  by  the  tyrant  (to  the 
number  of  seventy -three)  were  permitted  to  resume  their  seats. 

In  consequence  of  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  accomplices  of  Robespierre,  Le- 
Gendre  proposed  that  Barrere,  Billaud  de  Varennes,  Vadier, 
and  Collot  d'Herbois,  should  be  arrested  as  enemies  of  the  na- 
tion. Barrere  endeavoured  to  exculpate  himself  by  alleging, 
that  he  had  merely  acted  in  compliance  with  the  will  of  the  con- 
vention, and  the  i>;eneral  sense  of  the  people:  but  this  evasive  de- 
fence was  unavailing:  and  the  four  obnoxious  deputies  were  put 
under  a  guard  in  their  own  houses.  It  was  afterwards  voted 
that  they  should  be  banished  ;  and,  when  the  Jacobins  had  in 
vain  attempted  to  rescue  them,  they  were  sent  to  the  coast. 
Carrier  had  already  been  guillotined;  and  Fouquier-Tinville, 
with  fifteen  judges  and  jurors  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  de- 
servedlv  suffered  the  same  punishment. 

The  Jacobins  were  so  enraged  at  these  acts  of  justice,  that  a 
conspiracy  was  formed  against  the  convention.  A  tumultuary 
^  ^^-  assemblageof  men,  and  of  clamorous  women,  approach- 
^  "  ed  the  hall,  demanding  bread  and  the  constitution  of 
the  year  1793.  The  gates  were  forced  ;  and  the  insurgents, 
some  of  whom  trampled  upon  the  deputy  Ferraud,  spread  them- 
selves over  the  exterior  court.  They  were  repelled  by  the 
guards,  but  soon  renewed  the  attack.  They  poured  into  the 
hall,  shot  a  citizen  who  offended  them,  and  also  murdered  Fer- 
raud, who  threw  himself  between  some  musquets  and  the  presi- 
dent. Boissy  d'Anglas  then  filled  the  chair  ;  and,  while  horrid 
imprecations  and  menaces  assailed  him,  he  exhibited  a  philoso- 
phic calmness  and  magnanimity  which  over-awed  the  assassins. 
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They  urj^ed  him  to  give  a  written  assent  to  their  wishes  for  thi 
prevalence  of  the  Jacobin  constitution  and  the  release  of  the  ter- 
rorists. He  peremptorily  refused ;  and  Vernier,  who  after- 
wards took  the  chair,  was  ecjiially  firm.  The  committees  of 
government  dep' lied  Le-Gendre  to  restore  tranquility  ;  but  the 
insurgents  ordered  the  arrest  of  those  administrative  bodies.  A 
faithful  battalion  interfered,  and  apprehended  the  men  who 
were  proceeding  to  execute  that  order;  the  ruffians  retreated  in 
confusion  ;  and  the  convention  voted  the  arrest  even  of  many  of 
its  members.  On  the  succeeding  day,  the  assembly  soothed  by 
concessions,  the  battalions  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine  ;  but, 
when  the  malcontents  of  that  suburb  had  rescued  a  condemned 
assassin  from  the  fate  which  he  deserved,  they  were  disarmed, 
and  obliged  to  surrender  Jacobin  criminals.  Nineteen  of  the 
most  active  malcontents  were  beheaded  ;  and  eight  deputies 
were  afterwards  tried  for  a  concern  in  the  commotion.  Six  of 
these  were  condemned  to  death  ;  three  of  whom  stabbed  them- 
selves to  avoid  a  public  execution. 

The  murders  committed  by  the  Jacobins  had  left  such  keen 
sensations  of  revenge  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  their  country- 
men, that  a  re-action  of  cruelty  commenced  after  the  return  of 
a  great  number  of  individuals,  whose  names  had  been  erased 
from  the  list  of  obnoxious  emigrants.  Regretting  the  losa  of 
their  relatives,  and  finding  their  habitations  occupied  by  assas- 
sins, thev  were  inflamed  with  a  sanguinary  spirit  of  vengeance  ; 
and  assassinations  and  massacres,  in  which  not  a  few  innocent 
victims  were  sacrificed,  were  perpetrated  in  various  provinces, 
but  more  particularly  in  the  southern  departments.  At  Lyons, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  supposed  Jacobins  or  terrorists 
were  sacrificed  by  the  friends  of  monarchy  who  alleged  that  the 
convention,  satisfied  with  the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  lead- 
ing barbarians,  seemed  willing  to  spare  the  subaltern  banditti. 
At  Marseilles,  a  great  number  suffered  :  At  Aix  and  Aries,  si- 
milar scenes  excited  horror.  These  massacres  did  not  consti- 
tute the  proper  mode  of  punishing  guilt :  but  the  anarchists, 
who  had  wantonly  sported  with  the  lives  of  their  fellow- crea- 
tures, had  no  right  to  censure  these  acts  of  retaliation^ 

The  violence  of  the  emigrants  induced  the  legislature,  after 
the  suppression  of  an  iniurrection  at  Toulon,  to  revoke  the  am- 
nesty, as  far  as  it  concerned  the  most  determined  assistants  of 
the  English  in  t'aat  town  ;  and  these  were  declared  to  be  still 
liable  to  capital  punishment  as  traitorous  emigrants.  All  who 
had  been  dispossessed  of  their  newly  acquired  property  on  the 

8  Freron  stigmfitized  the  authors  of  these  barliarities  as  ferocious  and  co-zuard^y  assnssins- 
They  deserved  the  keen  re])roach :  but  he  and  his  associates,  who  directed  the  horrible 
staugliter  at  Toulon  after  the  expulsion  of  the  English,  etjually  merited  such  epithets. 
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return  of  its  former  possessors,  were  ordered  to  be  re  instated 
without  delay  ;  and  the  constituted  authorities  were  desired  to 
attend  with  incessant  vigilance  to  the  establishment  of  tranquil- 
lity and  order.  Much  blood,  however,  continued  to  be  shed 
in  the  south  by  the  virulence  of  party  and  the  fury  of  revenge'. 

The  war  was  renewed  with  vigor  on  the  southern  frontiers, 
with  a  view  of  intimidating  the  Spaniards  into  a  peace.  The 
French  troops  in  that  quarter  had  been  severely  harrassed  by 
disease  ;  and  the  great  loss,  consequent  on  that  dreadful  visita- 
tion, had  delayed  the  opening  of  a  new  campaign  :  but  their  ef- 
forts were  then  so  well  directed,  that,  although  the  Spaniards 
had  sometimes  the  advantage,  additional  conquests  attended  the 
republican  arms.  The  duke  of  Alcudia,  whose  influence  sway- 
ed the  Spanish  cabinet,  now  advised  the  king  to  make  peace. 

The  Italian  branch  of  the  war  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  ter- 
ritories of  Genoa,  whose  neutrality  was  not  respected  by  either 
part)\  General  de  Vins  attacked  the  French  aith  success  near 
Vado:  but,  when  that  commander  engaged  Schererinthe  valley 
of  Loano,  seven  thousand  of  the  Austrians  and  their  associates 
were  killed,  wounded,  or  made  prisoners.  Nelson,  who  served 
on  that  coast  under  admiral  Hotham,  manifested  his  zeal  and 
alertness  in  the  capture  or  destruction  of  store  ships  ;  and  the 
admiral,  in  two  engagements,  diminished  the  naval  force  of  the 
republic. 

At  a  time  when  the  Austrians,  and  the  troops  of  the  empire, 
expected  a  long  respite  from  attack, as  the  French  seemed  to  be 
unprepared  to  cross  the  Rhine,  a  considerable  force  passed  that 
river,  and  seized  Dusseldorff".  Another  army  took  Manheim  ; 
but  the  French  were  soon  after  routed  near  that  city,  and  were 
at  length  driven  from  it :  yet  they  prevented  the  victors  from 
advancingtoLuxembourg,  which  had  been  reduced  early  in  the 
campaign.  Jourdon  was  twice  assailed  in  the  Palatinate  with 
an  impetuosity  which  enforced  his  retreat.  His  troops  en- 
croached on  the  line  of  demarcation  within  which  the  French 
government  had  adjusted  with  the  Prussian  monarch  an  agree- 
ment of  neutrality  ;  and  they  committed  horrible  murders  and 
devastations  in  their  march. 

A  bold  attack  upon  a  strong  camp  near  Mentz  led  to  further 
success  on  the  part  of  the  Austrians.  Clairfait,  assisted  by 
Coloredo,  Wernic,  and  other  able  ofiicers,  made  judicious  ar- 
rangements for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  double  line  of  entrench- 
ments did  not  long  resist  the  simultaneous  efforts  of  four  divi- 
sions.    About  three  thousand  of  the  French  were  killed  or 

9  Ilistoii-c  (le  la  Repnbliqiip  Francni'sp,  depiiis  la  Separation  de  !a  Convention  Xationale, 
jiipqu'  a  la  Conclusion  dc  la  I'aix  eiitra  la  France  et  I'liinijeivur,  ^)ar  Faiilin  des-Odoards  ; 
toiiie  i.  chap.  3. 
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wounded,  and  sixteen  htindred  of  their  adversaries  :  the  prison- 
ers were  two  thousand  in  number,  and  the  artillery  seized 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  six  pieces,  besides  forty-three 
which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  pursuers.  General  NauendorfF 
afterwards  obtained  an  advantas^e  near  K<irch-heim,  and  storm- 
ed the  post  of  Rockenhausen.  Oppenheim  and  other  places  were 
also  taken,  and  the  Palatinate  was,  for  a  lime  fully  recovered. 
The  desultory  and  desolating  war  in  La  Vendee  had  been 
closed,  after  the  death  of  Robespierre,  by  a  treaty  that  was  ad- 
vantageous to  the  insurgents  :  but  it  was  now  renewed,  either 
because  the  terms  of  peace  were  not  strictly  observed  by  the  go- 
verning power,  or  because  the  leaders  of  the  royalists  were  en- 
couraged by  the  British  ministry  with  hopes  of  success.  Before 
there-commencement  of  hostilities,  the  death  of  ^^ej^^^^g 
young  prince,  to  whom  the  adherents  of  the  late  king 
gave  the  designation  of  LouisX  VII.,  was  announced  to  the  world. 
It  was  attributed  to  the  scrofula  by  the  persons^  who  opened 
his  body:  but  the  persecutions  which  he  suflrerefl,and  the  squa- 
lid and  comfortless  state  in  which  he  lived,  evidently  hastened 
his  dissolution^".  His  uncle  Louis  Stanislaus  Xavier,  now  as- 
sumed the  royal  tide,  and  issued  a  proclamation  to  animate  the 
friends  of  his  family.  To  the  supporters  of  the  titular  king 
speedy  assistance  was  promised  by  our  sovereign  :  but  no  one 
could  very  confidently  expect  that  so  small  a  force  as  that 
which  was  sent  to  the  coast  of  Bretagne,  would  effectually  serve 
the  royal  cause,  or  materially  injure  the  interests  of  the  repub- 
lic. Mr.  Windham,  however,  who  was  then  secretary  at  war, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  emigrants  ought  to  make  some  return, 
in  active  zeal,  for  the  protection  which  they  had  received  from 
the  British  government ;  and  it  was  therefore  resolved  that  a 
considerable  part  of  their  number  should  be  transported  to  the 
peninsula  of  Quiberon,  with  such  French  prisoners  as  could, 
without  actual  compulsion,  be  prevailed  upon  to  embark  in  the 
enterprise.  Soon  after  their  landing,  they  were  joined  by  many 
of  the  Breton  insurgents  ;  and  the  count  de  Puisaye  dispersed 
many  copies  of  a  manifesto,  announcing  his  wishes  for  the  res- 
toration of  lawful  government,  and  inviting  his  countrymen  to 
co-operate  in  so  just  a  cause.  Fort  Penthievre  was  taken  after 
a  short  siege  ;  and  various  conflicts  ensued,  while  Hoche  was 
preparing  to  overwhelm  the  enemies  of  the  republic.  Assi^5ted 
by  the  treachery  of  deserters,  he  re-took  the  fort,  and  advanced 
with  an  army  which  the  emigrants  and  their  associates  could 
not  long  withstand.  Sombreuil  kept  t,he  enemy  at  bay  while  the 

10  He  wns  in  the  elevPnlli  year  of  his  nge.  His  eliler  brother  (lied  in  1789,  in  his  ei.i^hth 
year.  His  sister,  Marin  Theresa  Charlotte,  was  excliangHd  tor  the  deputies  by  Dumouriei-. 
sent  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  n^arried  to  her  cousin  the  duke  d'Angoulerae. 

VoT,.  V.  Ss 
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I  ,  o,  British  vessels  were  receiving  numerous  fugitives; 
"  ^  *  and  he  and  his  division  did  not  surrender  before 
Hoche  (as  the  emigrants  declared)  had  promised  that  they 
should  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war.  Of  the  wretched 
captives  who  had  no  opportunity  of  embarking,  about  three 
hundred  (among  whom  were  Sombreuil  and  the  bishop  of  Dol) 
were  quickly  condemned  to  death,  and  shot  at  Quiberon  and  at 
Vannes  ;  and  many  others  afterwards  suffered. 

While  the  French  were  rejoicing  in  this  success,  additional 
joy  arose  from  the  restoration  of  peace  with  Spain.  Tallien  an- 
nounced the  former  intelligence  amidst  rapturous  applause  : 
Treilhard,from  the  committee  of  public  safety,  reported  the  lat- 
ter in  an  animated  tone.  Having  spoken  of  some  operations 
against  the  enemy  beyond  the  Pyrenees,  he  exclaimed,  "  Spain 
is  no  longer  the  enemy  of  France."  The  terms  which  he  recited 
were  favourable  to  the  republic,  which,  for  condescending  to  re- 
store what  its  arms  had  wrested  from  the  Spaniards  in  Europe, 
obtained  a  valuable  grant  of  American  territory, — namely,  the 
Spanish  part  of  St.  Domingo.  This  treaty  was  negotiated  for 
j  ,     fj^    the  French  by  Barthelemi,  envoy  to  the  Swiss  can- 

^  *  tons,  and  signed  at  Basle  by  him  and  don  Domingo 
d'Yriarte^  Barthelemi,  in  the  following  month,  concluded  a  pa- 
cification with  the  landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  who  was  con- 
strained to  withdravi^  his  troops  from  the  British  service. 

The  terms  to  which  his  catholic  majesty  agreed,  were  such 
as  evinced  his  eagerness  for  peace.  He  dreaded  the  effect  of  the 
French  arms,  which  his  people  were  not  sufficiently  warlike  te 
withstand  ;  and,  with  reference  to  the  opinions  which  the  Jaco- 
bins so  industriously  propagated,  he  imagined  that  they  would 
spread  more  rapidly  in  concert  with  victorious  operations  in  the 
field,  than  during  the  prevalence  of  peace.  Impressed  with 
such  sentiments,  he  disregarded  the  persuasions  of  the  British 
court  to  a  continuance  of  hostilities,  and  trusted  to  the  barrier 
of  law  and  usage  which  he  might  erect  against  Jacobinical  doc- 
trines. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  French  government  to  draw  the 
Spanish  monarch  into  an  alliance,  that  his  navy  might  be  em- 
ployed against  the  English.  It  was  therefore  hinted  to  him,  that 
it  would  be  advisable  to  strengthen  his  marine.  In  the  meao 
time,  lord  Bridport,  and  vice-admiral  Cornwallis,  sustained 
against  the  French  the  honor  of  the  British  flag.  The  latter  fell 
in  with  a  fleet  of  very  superior  force  ;  which,  for  a  whole  day, 
made  a  show  of  hostile  intentions,  but  instead  of  seriously  en- 
j  ,„  deavouring  to  overwhelm  him,  merely  kept  up  a  de- 
sultory fire.  His  men  were  in  high  spirits,  and  wished 
to  engage  closely  ;  but  prudence  would  not  allow  him  to  incur 
such  a  risque.  His  readiness  for  action,  and  the  spirited  con- 
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duct  of  sir  Charles  Cotton  and  sir  Erasmus  Gower,  who  com- 
manded the  ships  which  were  most  exposed,  intimidated  die 
French  into  a  cessation  of  conflict.  Bridport  was  more  fortu- 
nate than  the  vice-admiral,  without  possessing  greater  courage 
or  ability.  He  attacked  twelve  ships  of  the  line  with  j  23 
ten  sail,  and  compelled  three  to  surrender  :  the  rest 
escaped  into  the  port  of  I'Oricnt. 

The  contest  for  colonial  power  was  prosecuted  with  spirit. 
An  armament  had  been  sent  to  Martinique,  and  descents  were 
made  on  three  parts  of  the  coast.  When  the  invaders  had  seized 
the  strong  post  of  Souricr,  general  Rochambeau  offered  to  sur- 
render  the  island,  on  condition  that  the  English  would  engage 
to  restore  it  to  Louis  XVII.  if  he  should  ever  be  actual  king,  01 
to  the  nation,  if  the  republic  should  be  acknowledged  at  a  gene 
ral  peace  by  the  chief  powers  of  Europe.  Sir  Charles  Grey  re- 
jected the  limited  offer,  and  demanded  absolute  submission. 
Fort  St.  Louis,  which  defended  the  chief  town  of  the  island,  was 
stormed  by  the  captain  of  the  Zebra  sloop,  (Faulknor,)  whose 
courage  vv-as  so  tinctured  with  ferocity,  that  he  shot  a  seaman 
Mho  seemed  to  shrink  from  the  dangerous  service.  The  gover- 
nor now  consented  to  the  surrender  of  the  remaining  posts.  St. 
Lucia  was  added  to  the  BriUsh  dominions,  without  the  loss  of 
one  life  on  the  part  of  the  invaders  ;  and  Guadaloupe  was  re- 
duced within  ten  days  by  the  active  vigor  and  zealous  co-ope- 
ration of  the  soldiers  and  seamen. 

Disease  soon  embittered  the  military  success  of  the  new  occu- 
pants of  Guadaloupe.  Victor  Hugues,  a  bold  adventurer,  who 
had  risen  from  a  low  station  to  the  rank  of  a  national  represen- 
tative and  republican  commissioner,  landed  with  a  small  force, 
which  he  soon  augmented  by  drawing  mulattoes  and  negroes  to 
his  standard ;  and  the  English,  harassed  by  his  hostilities,  suf- 
fered him,  after  great  loss  on  both  sides,  to  retake  the  island. 

St.  Lucia  was  afterwards  recovered  by  the  French,  who  were, 
however,  again  dispossessed  of  it  in  a  subsequent  year.  A  part 
of  Hispaniola  or  St.  Domingo,  had  in  1793  been  voluntarily 
transfered  to  the  English  by  the  colonists,  amidst  the  dreadful 
dissensions  which  rendered  the  island  a  scene  of  misery;  and  in 
the  next  year,  they  reduced  Port-au-Prince,  where  they  captured 
some  valuable  ships,  but,  by  the  tardiness  of  their  movements, 
gave  the  French  commissioners  an  opportunity  of  carrying  off 
ample  treasures.  For  some  years,  a  shadow  of  power  was  re- 
tained by  the  English  in  divided  settlements. 

Resenting  the  subserviency  of  the  Dutch  or  Batavian  repub- 
lic to  the  French,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ordered  an  attack 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  other  colonies  belonging  to  his 
late  allies.  Mr.  Brooke,  governor,  of  St.  Helena,  without  wait- 
ing for  instructions,  sailed  with  a  ship  of  the  line  and  some  In- 
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diamen,  and  a  small  land  force,  in  the  hope  of  takin_^  the  Cape 
by  I  couj)  de  mam :  but,  learninej  in  his  way  that  sir  George 
Keith  EI[)hinsione  had  been  directed  to  undertake  an  expedition 
for  that  purpose,  he  returned  to  the  seat  of  his  government.  El- 
phinstone  and  general  Craig  took  Simon's-town  ;  but  their  far- 
ther success  was  doubtful,  until  fresh  troops  arrived.  The  Dutch 
c     ^    ,<;    then  behaved  with  pusillanimity  ;  and  the  governor  of 

P  '  '  Cape-town  capitulated.  The  tenitories  belonging  to 
the  Dutch  in  the  island  of  Ceylon  were  also  reduced,  as  well 
those  in  the  peninsula  of  Malacca. 

While  the  leaders  of  the  convention  were  pleased  with  the 
success  of  their  efforts  for  a  diminution  of  the  number  of  their 
foreign  enemies,  they  endeavoured  to  prolong  their  power  by  a 
decree  which  provided  for  the  continuance  of  two-thirds  of  the 
asi.embly  in  a  legislative  capacity.  This  ordinance  gave  great 
ofiencc  to  the  advocates  of  the  right  of  popular  election,  whose 
disiJust  was  inflamed  by  the  suggestions  of  "the  aristocratic  party. 
The  majority  of  votes,  in  the  primary  assemblies,  favored  that 
arbitrary  decree  :  but  the  sections  of  Paris,  affirming  that  the 
suflfrages  had  not  been  accurately  or  fairly  collected,  refused  to 
submit  to  this  decision.  They  declared  their  sittings  permanent, 
issued  proclamations  against  the  tyranny  of  the  convention,  and 
levied  an  army  in  defence  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  The 
leaders  of  the  confederacy  were,  Le  Maitre,  a  Spaniard  named 
Marchena,  the  poet  La-Harpe,  and  La  Fond.  The  acting  ge- 
neral was  Danican,  who  had  served  against  the  royalists  in  La 
Vendee.  According  to  his  account,  the  troops  of  the  sections 
did  not  fire  first ;  but  it  is  affirmed  by  M.  Pages  that  they 
were  the  aggressors.  They  \Aere  destitute  of  artillery,  and  ill- 
provided  with  ammunition  ;  and,  therefore,  the  conflict  was  not 
y-.  -  of  long  duration.  Bonaparte  had  a  considerable  share 
*  in  the  easy  victory  obtained  over  the  insurgents,  of 
whom  two  thousand  five  hundred  were  cruelly  slaughtered. — 
*'  These  victims,"  said  some  members  of  the  national  council, 
*•  were  chiefly  royalists,  and  deserve  no  regret." 

While  the  remembrance  of  this  insurrection  was  yet  lively, 
r\  ^  cfc  the  convention  ceased  to  govern  France;  an  assembly 
which  commenced  its  bold  career  with  an  unjust  pro- 
cess against  a  patriotic  prince,  continued  its  progress  for  three 
years  through  scenes  of  multiplied  horror,  and  perpetrated 
every  excess  of  rapine  and  every  enormity  of  murder,  that  could 
enter  into  the  thoughts  of  the  most  unprincipled  and  unfeeling 
barbarians. 

By  the  new  constitution,  five  hundred  men,  in  the  youthful 
vigour  of  life,  were  to  form  one  legislative  council ;  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  above  forty  years  of  age,  were  to  compose 
another  assembly.     Laws  were  to  originate  in  the  former,  and 
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to  be  submitted  to  the  approbation  or  rejection  of  the  latter. 
Five  directors,  chosen  by  the  legislature,  were  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  executive  power.  These  three  divisions  of  the  politi- 
cal body  were  compared  to  the  imagination  which  conceives,  the 
wisdom  which  deliberates  and  revises,  and  the  movement  which 
executes  and  carries  into  effect.  In  the  convention,  all  powers 
were  absurdly  united  :  but,  in  the  new  plan,  the  executive  and 
legislative  powers  were  not  sufficiently  connected.  The  direc- 
tory had  not  that  close  affinity  with  the  legislature  which  the 
strength  of  government  required,  or  that  allowed  power  which 
would  sway  the  balance  between  the  councils  ;  nor  was  the  re- 
sponsibility of  that  body,  or  of  the  ministry,  precisely  marked, 
or  adequately  settled. 

The  judicial  authority  was  deprived  of  that  permanancv 
which  would  have  rendered  its  administrators  more  respectable 
and  independent;  for  they  were  liable  to  be  removed  after  a  ser- 
vice of  five  years.  The  tribunals  also  were  too  equal  in  point  of 
jurisdicdon,  and  were  not  sufficiently  under  the  controul  of  a 
supreme  court  of  law.  Nor  did  the  code  provide  (as  a  consti- 
tution professedly  popular  ought  to  have  done)  for  the  exist- 
ence of  an  independent  magistracy  bound  to  listen  to  com- 
plaints of  mal-administration  or  grievance,  and  demand  redress 
from  the  government  in  the  name  of  national  liberty.  It  was 
stated,  indeed,  that  the  constituted  authorities  in  the  depart- 
ments, cantons,  and  communes,  had  a  right  to  present  petitions 
to  the  legislature  ;  but  those  authorities  were  too  dependent  to 
be  respectable  ;  and  this  branch  of  liberty  was  so  restricted, 
that  it  could  not  be  used  to  any  purpose  of  general  utility. 

Juries  were  allowed  ;  but  the  mode  of  choice  left  that  valua- 
ble institution  in  danger  of  being  perverted.  An  article,  pre- 
tending to  grant  the  privilege  oS.  Habeas- corpus^  was  introduced; 
but  it  was  so  worded  as  to  leave  personal  liberty  imperfectly 
secured.  In  various  parts  of  the  code,  indeed,  there  was  a 
seemingly f  intentional  deficiency  of  precision. 

While  the  people  were  thus  left  in  a  great  measure  under  an 
arbitrary  yoke,  notwithstanding  reiterated  promises  of  the  most 
desirable  freedom,  the  right  of  occasional  pardon,  the  power  of 
softening  by  mercy  the  rigid  dispensations  of  justice,  found  no 
place  in  the  new  code.  Necker  quaintly  terms  this  omission  a 
defect  of  unction  (un  defaut  (PonctionJ^  and  considers  it  as  a 
remarkable  instance  of  the  dryness  fsecheressej  of  modern 
French  legislation.  A  sense  of  religion,  by  suggesting  a  wish 
for  the  future  participation  of  divine  mercy,  would  (he  thinks) 
have  prompted  the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  assign,  to 
some  high  authority  in  the  state,  the  province  of  pardon  :  but 
religious  ideas  did  not  influence  those  politicians.     A  scene  of 
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humanity,  I  may  add,  mii^ht  have  served  to  point  out  such  a 
subject :  but,  perhaps,  they  thought  that  it  was  necessarily  in- 
cluded in  the  supreme  power. 

The  most  rigorous  part  of  the  code  was  that  which  authorised, 
on  any  pretence  which  the  legislature  might  adduce,  a  general 
military  conscription.  Kvery  citizen  (it  was  said)  was  bound 
to  afford  his  personal  service  for  the  maintenance  of  equality, 
liberty,  and  property,  whenever  the  law  required  him  thus  to 
act  for  his  country.  Such  a  power  is  too  arbitrary  and  exten- 
sive to  be  safel)^  allowed  to  the  rulers  of  any  nation  upon 
earth.  No  government  can  have  a  right  to  force  the  people  in- 
to military  service,  except  when  the  country  is  invaded  or  in 
real  and  undoubted  danger  :  and,  certainly,  a  set  of  French  le- 
gislators, in  revolutionary  times,  were  wholl}  unfit  to  be  trust- 
ed wiih  the  power  of  forcible  conscription,  the  majority  being 
ardent,  rash,  violent,  and  unfeeling. 

The  new  directors  were  not  men  of  honour,  humanity,  or 
viitue  :  but  some  of  them  possessed  considerable  abilities.  Car- 
not,  who  had  superintended  the  military  department,  was  one 
of  the  number  :  the  four  others  were,  Barras,  Revvbell  or  Reu- 
bel,  La-Reveillere  Lepaux,  and  Le-Tourneur.  All  were  regi» 
cides:  but  Le-Tourneur  was  the  leastviolent  of  the  whole  body. 

Four  parties,  at  this  time,  divided  the  French  nation.  The 
first  consisted  of  those  rej)ublicans  who  were  attached  to  the 
new  constitution.  The  approvers  of  the  code  of  1793  formed 
the  second  ;  and  these  pretended  that  they  were  the  only  true 
republicans.  The  politicians  of  the  third  class  were  semi-roy- 
alists, and  wished  to  restore  the  regime  of  the  constituent  as- 
sembly, which  they  considered  as  a  proper  medium  between 
regal  despotism  and  republican  tyranny.  The  fourth  party 
preferred  the  old  system  to  all  the  innovations  which  had  taken 
place  since  the  meeting  of  the  states-general  in  1789.  The 
members  of  this  division,  however,  were  not  very  numerous  ; 
and  most  of  them,  from  a  despair  of  the  success  of  their  views, 
were  ready  to  unite  with  the  third  party. 

The  directors  soon  becj;an  to  extend  their  influence  to  the  ex- 
pense  of  the  two  councils  ;  and,  at  the  same  time  the  executive 
power  in  Great  Britain  procured  an  augmentation  of  authori- 
ty. The  statutes  were  enacted,  one  for  multiplying  penal  in- 
flictions on  pretence  of  treason,  making  even  freedom  of  re- 
mark, when  repeated,  a  misdemeanour  punishable  by  transpor- 
tation ;  the  other  for  subjecting  meetings  of  the  people  to  new 
restrictions. 

An  extension  of  the  rigors  of  the  penal  code  might  suit  the 
arbitrary  dispositions  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Grenviile,  but  did 
not  harmonise  with  the  general  feelings  of  the  nation.  The 
Jaws  against  treason  and   sedition   were  already  sufficiently 
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strong  for  any  regular  government :  and  the  petty  intrigues  o( 
obscure  democrats  did  not  require  or  justify  additional  severi- 
ties. I  am  surprised  that  the  king,  trusting  to  his  remaining 
popularity,  and  to  the  aggrandised  influence  oi'  the  crown,  did 
not  dissuade  his  ministers  from  the  prosecution  of  such  impoli- 
tic measures  :  and,  although  I  would  not  advise  his  majesty  to 
make  a  frequent  use  of  that  branch  of  his  prerogative  whiich  al- 
lows him  occasionally  to  refuse  his  assent  to  the  wishes  of  the 
two  houses,  I  should  have  been  pleased  if  he  had  stigmatised 
with  rejection  the  two  bills  which  militated  against  the  consti- 
tutional rights  of  the  people. 

Complying  in  one  respect  with  the  public  wisli,  .^_^ 

his  majesty  ordered  his  diplomatic  representative  in  '  ' 
Switzerland  to  sound  Barthelemi  on  the  subject  of  a  negotia- 
tion: but  the  overture  failed  in  consequence  of  a  hint,  import- 
ing that  no  territories  which  had  been  annexed  to  the  republic^' 
would  be  restored.  In  the  following  autumn,  negotiatory  con- 
ferences took  place  at  Paris  ;  and  these  also  proved  abortive  foF 
the  same  reason. 

The  republican  directors  were  preparing  for  a  vigorous  cam- 
paign, when  their  power  was  menaced  by  a  conspiracy.  Ba- 
boeuf,  Drouet,  Laignelot,  and  other  turbulent  men,  directed  by 
ex-deputies,  were  the  intended  agents  in  this  plot,  in  which 
both  Jacobins  and  royalists  were  concerned.  Their  views  were 
pointed  to  the  overthrow  of  the  directory  and  the  new  constitu- 
tion, and  to  a  re-establishment  of  the  code  of  1793:  but  the  plot 
was  detected  before  the  conspirators  were  ready  for  nr  ^ 
action,  and  Baboeuf  and  some  of  his  accomplices  were  ^ 
put  to  death.  The  sequel  of  the  scheme  may  here  be  mention- 
ed, though  it  occurred  four  months  afterwards.  About  five 
hundred  armed  men  advanced  to  the  camp  of  Grenelle,  near 
Paris,  intending  probably  to  court  the  soldiery  to  a  junction 
with  them.  They  were  quickly  repelled  with  loss,  and  totally 
defeated.  Three  members  of  the  late  convention  (Huguet,  Ja- 
voques,  and  Cusset)  were  tried  by  a  military  committee  for  a 
concern  in  this  violent  scheme,  and  capitally  punished^^ 

General  Jourdan  was  still  employed  in  Germany  to  maintain 
the  cause  of  the  republic.  About  the  close  of  the  spring,  he 
detached  Kleber  to  attack  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  who  was 
stationed  between  the  Siep;  and  the  Lahn,  The  French  fousjht 
with  such  impetuosity  and  vigor,  that  the  prince  vvas  driven 
from  his  post  with  considerable  loss.  He  retired  to  Uckerath  ; 
and,  when  Kleber  was  preparing  to  surround  him,  hastened  to 
Altenkirchen,  where  he  was  exposed  to  a  fresh  attack.  The 
French  were  a^jain  victorious  :  and  their  success  drew  the  arch- 

o 

11  The  Belgic  pi-ovinces  had  been  thus  iiicorporatsd  in  the  p:-eef<ii;i'i  S'',  t  n.h  r. 
T2  Hisloire  Secrete  dc  la  KeTolni'mn  Francoi«!P.  pav  Pa;  ^^,  to  mi  v. 
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duke  Charles  to  the  Lahn,  that  he  might  check  their  career. 
Ne<ir  Wetzlaer  he  assaulted  a  strong  position  which  Le-Fevre 
had  chosen,  and,  by  repeated  efforts,  obtained  the  advantage. 
He::  soon  after  compelled  Jourdan  to  repass  the  Rhine,  and  sent 
about  twelve  thousand  men,  under  Kray,  to  harass  Kleber,  vvho 
was  retiring  with  twice  that  number  toward  the  Sieg.  The 
French  general  hoped  to  overpower  his  antagonists  ;  and  his 
confidence,  for  a  time,  seemed  to  be  well  founded  :  but  the  cou- 
rage and  firmness  of  three  of  Kray's  battalions  signally  contri- 
buted to  turn  the  tide  of  victory.  Unshaken  by  the  numerous 
artillery  of  the  enemy,  they  rushed  upon  nine  battalions  with 
fixed  bayonets,  and,  by  defeating  that  part  of  Kleber's  army, 
furnished  the  Saxon  and  Austrian  cavalry  with  an  opportunity 
of  rallying.  Those  who  so  lately  exulted  in  the  hopes  of  tri- 
umph, now  made  a  hasty  retreat  toward  Dusseldorffi\ 

An  invasion  of  Suabia  was  undertaken  by  the  gallant  and  ac- 
tive Moreau.  The  fort  of  Kehl  being  weakly  garrisoned,  a 
small  part  of  his  force  renduced  it  without  the  aid  of  cannon. 
He  iinproved  the  works  of  the  ])lace  ;  and  then  advanced  vvidi 
alacrity,  expecting  to  divide  the  imperial  army  of  the  Upper 
Rhine.  Of  the  three  divisions  of  his  army,  the  strongest  was 
that  which  Desaix  conducted.  When  this  officer  had  attacked 
general  Latour  with  advantage  at  Renchen,  he  was  joined  by 
Moreau,  who  engaged  the  same  commander  near  Rastadt,  and, 
after  a  long  conflict,  dislodged  him  from  a  strong  post.  Latour, 
as  he  was  retiring,  was  gratified  with  the  enlivening  presence 
of  the  archduke,  who  stationed  himself  at  Etlingen  to  observe 
the  movements  of  Moreau. 

Encouraged  by  the  departure  of  Charles,  Jourdan  again  cross- 
ed the  Rliine;  and,  driving  the  Austrians  before  him,  also  passed 
the  Lahn;  between  which  river  and  the  Maine,  the  French  forced 
all  the  ])osts  of  their  adversaries,  who,  retiring  to  Frankfort, 
were  soon  dispossessed  of  that  city.  The  archduke  was  now  ap- 
prehensive of  great  danger  from  the  eventual  co-operation  of 
Jourdon  and  Moreau  ;  and,  to  avoid  it,  he  determined  upon  a 
speedy  engagement  with  the  latter  general.  He  had  made  judi- 
cious arrangements  for  that  purpose,  when  Morea  attacked  him 
in  every  point  of  his  position.  Keim,  who  commanded  the  left 
division  of  the  Austrians,  repelled  four  assaults  ;  but,  being  at 
length  out-flanked,  he  retreated  to  Pfortzheim.  Charles  had 
bafiHed  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  on  his  right  and  in  the  centre: 
l)ut  the  retreat  of  the  rest  of  the  army,  and  the  seizure  of  the  moun- 
tains on  his  left,  rendered  it  expedient  for  him  to  quit  the  field, 
when  about  two  thousand  of  his  men  had  been  killed,  wounded, 
or  captured.  In  a  partial  conflict  which  soon  followed,  the 
French  were  routed.     The  Austrian  prince,  however,  retired 
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toward  the  Necker;  and  the  division  of  the  prince  of  Conde  and 
general  Frolich  fell  back  on  the  Danube.  After  various  skir- 
mishes, the  archduke's  movements  were  still  retros^rade ;  and 
the  troops  that  opposed  Jourdan  also  continued  to  retreat;  main- 
taining^, however,  a  communication  with  the  grand  army. 

Near  Allersheim,  Charles  hoped,  by  a  general  action,  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  Moreau  ;  but  the  bad  state  of  the  roads,  in  con- 
sequence of  intervening  rain,  so  retarded  the  advance  of  his 
columns,  that  the  French  general  had  time  to  prepare  completely 
for  defence.  The  Austrian  centre  prevailed,  until  the  right  had 
been  severely  treated  ;  yet  the  latter  division  was  on  the  point 
of  being  reinforced  and  rallied,  when  intelligence  of  the  progress 
of  Jourdan  to  a  junction  with  Moreau,  induced  the  archduke  to 
desist  from  the  conflict,  although  he  found  that  his  left  wing 
had  been  very  successful'*. 

Taming  his  eye  to  the  operations  of  Jourdan,  who  threatened 
an  irruption  into  Bohemia  and  Upper  Austria,  the  heroic  de- 
fender of  Germany  hastened  from  the  Danube  to  the  Naab,  and 
prepared  to  crush  the  bold  invader.  He  sent  three  columns 
against  the  front  of  the  French  army,  and  directed  four  others 
to  turn  it  upon  the  right  and  left.  Jourdan,  however,  was  not 
disposed  to  await  the  dangerous  experiment.  He  precipitately 
retired  to  Amberg,  where  his  pursuers  routed  a  part  of  his  dis- 
couraged host.  At  Sultzbach  he  sustained  farther  loss.  Still 
harassed,  he  reached  the  Maine  by  forced  marches,  and  halted 
near  Schweinforl. 

To  facilitate  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy  from  Franconia,  ge- 
neral Hotze  seized  the  town  of  Wurtzburg,  and  maintained  the 
post  against  an  impetuous  attack  from  Jourdan.  Retiring  to 
Kornach,  the  republican  commander  resolved  to  await,  in  a 
favorable  position,  an  assault  from  the  archduke.  The  Aus- 
trians,  by  a  various  charge,  compelled  the  French  cavalry  to 
retreat,  but  were  themselves  disordered  by  the  fire  from  batteries 
erected  upon  a  chain  of  hills.  The  heights  were  at  length  forced, 
and  Jourdan  was  defeated,  with  only  the  loss  of  about  eight 
hundred  men  on  the  part  of  the  victors,  while  five  thousand  of 
the  French  were  killed,  wounded,  or  made  prisoners.  The  well- 
stored  citadel  of  Wurtzburg  was  now  obliged  to  surrender;  and 
the  Austrians  improved  their  success  by,  a  diligent  pursuit  of  the 
routed  foe. 

If  the  French  had  not  acted  with  iniquitous^violence,  the  mis- 
ries  of  their  retreat  would  have  excited  the  compassion  of  their 
adversaries.  Fatigue,  hunger,  and  the  hostilities  both  of  the 
soldiery  and  the  incensed  peasants,  harassed  and  gready  thinned 
the  retiring  army,  or  rather  the  fugitive  parties.    The  circle  of 
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Franconia  was  soon  freed  from  its  licentious  invaders  ;  and  the 
works  of  Dusseldorff  secured  the  vanquished  general  and  the 
remains  of  his  force. 

When  Charles  left  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  he  had  intrusted 
si;eneral  Latour  with  the  defence  of  Bavaria.  Moreau  passed 
the  Lech,  but  was  prevented,  by  the  arrival  of  a  stronc^  detach- 
ment which  the  archduke  sent,  from  penetrating  beyond  the  Iser. 
Having;  intimidated  the  elector  into  a  retreat  from  his  capital,  he 
granted  to  that  prince  the  indulgence  of  an  armistice,  on  condi- 
tion of  the  gradual  payment  often  millions  of  livres,  and  the  im- 
mediate or  speedy  delivery  of  a  great  quantity  of  corn,  articles 
of  clothing,  and  works  of  art.  Intent  on  this  accommodation, 
the  French  general  neglected  the  concert  which  policy  required 
him  to  maintain  with  Jourdan  ;  and,  for  some  weeks,  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  movements  either  of  that  officer  or  his  brave 
antagonist.  He  was  over-reached  on  this  occasion  by  thesecresy 
and  circumspection  of  Charles;  and  when  he  was  informed  of  the 
defeat  of  Jourdan,  and  apprehended  the  return  of  the  archduke, 
he  began  to  be  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  a  retreat.  In  eluding 
the  approximation  of  his  adversaries,  he  manifested  ability  and 
judgment ;  but  his  celebrated  retreat  deserves  more  distinct  no- 
tice than  such  general  remarks  would  include  or  convey. 

When  Desaix  had  been  attacked  with  success,  in  preparing  to 
join  Moreau,  whose  rear  guard  had  also  been  defeated,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief retired  to  the  Lech.  To  repel  his  pursuers,  he 
again  pushed  forward,  until  the  danger  of  being  surrounded  drove 
liim  back  to  that  river.  He  intended  to  take  the  route  of  Ulm, 
and  pass  through  the  duchy  of  Wirtemberg;  but,  when  the  Aus- 
trians  obstructed  his  course  to  Stutgard,  he  turned  off  to  Bibe- 
rach.  Driven  from  this  town,  he  marched  to  the  south-west ; 
and,  failing  in  an  attack  of  the  van-guard  of  Latour  near  Schus- 
senreid,  made  a  bold  effort  against  the  whole  force  which  that 
general  personally  commanded.  He  defeated  the  right  wing 
near  Riedlingen,  and  constrained  the  left  and  the  centre  to  retire. 
The  corps  of  Condc,  being  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat,  per- 
formed that  service  with  distinguished  spirit,  and  prevented  the 
ruin  of  the  army.  About  three  thousand  live  hundred  of  the 
Austrians  were  made  prisoners  on  this  occasion,  and  five  hun 
dred  lost  their  lives'*. 

The  victory  did  not  so  far  encourage  Moreau,  as  to  prevent 
a  renewal  of  his  retrograde  movements.  He  divided  his  army 
into  three  columns,  which  retired  in  parellel  lines,  the  right  and 
left  opening  the  passage  into  the  Black  Forest,  and  the  centre 
keeping  Latour  in  check.  Desaix  dislodged  general  Petrasch 
from  some  important  posts  ;  but  the  retreat  was  still  exposed  to 
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great  difficulties.  Two  passages  presented  an  alternative  ;  and 
each  was  so  guarded,  as  to  be  pregnant  with  danger.  Moreau 
preferred  the  valley  of  Hell^  not  deterred  by  the  formidable 
name.  His  centre  routed  the  defenders  of  the  pass  and  reach 
ed  Frey burgh,  which  the  Austrians  in  vain  endeavoured  to  pre 
serve.  The  rest  of  his  army  also  affected  a  retreat  to  that  town, 
while  Latour  hovered  on  the  rear. 

The  archduke  now  re-appeared  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  and  find- 
inpj  Fort  Kehl  too  well  guarded  to  be  taken  by  a  coup-demam„ 
ordered  it  to  be  blockaded.  He  then  advanced  toward  the  Black 
Forest,  and,  with  Latour  and  his  chief  associates,  formed  a  line 
from  the  river  to  St.  Peter's  valley.  The  position  of  the  Brisgaw 
was  now  bravelv  contested.  After  some  partial  conflicts,  in  one 
of  which  the  duke  d'Enghien  siajnalised  his  courage,  a  general 
action  took  place.  The  Austrian  right  wing,  conducted  by  La- 
tour, attacked  Kentzingen  ;  but,  being  twice  repelled,  did  not 
succeed  before  the  archduke  had  made  a  furious  charge  at  the 
head  of  the  grenadiers.  The  centre,  under  Wartensleben,  as- 
saulted the  heights  near  Malmertingen,  and  forced  them  by  vigor 
and  perseverance.  Petrasch,  with  the  left  wing,  encountered 
serious  difficulties,  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  him  from 
dislodging  the  well-posted  enemy.  The  woods  above  Keimbach 
were  seized  bv  Meerfeldt :  prince  Frederic  of  Orange  turned 
the  right  of  Moreau  ;  and  Nauendorff,  at  Waldkirch,  baffled 
the  personal  efforts  of  that  able  commander^^. 

Retiring  to  the  southward  along  the  Rhine,  Moreau  made 
choice  of  Eckenhiem,  Steinstadt,  and  some  intermediate  villages, 
for  a  new  position.  The  selection  was  allowed  to  be  judicious  ; 
but  the  strength  of  the  line  did  not  effectually  secure  it.  The 
Austrians  ultimatelv  forced  it;  and  the  French  then  retreated  to 
Huningen,  where  they  passed  the  Rhine  in  the  face  of  a  vigilant 
foe,  and  saved  even  their  artillery  and  baggage. 

After  this  admirable  retreat,  the  attention  of  Moreau  was 
directed  to  the  preservation  of  Fort  Kehl,  which  under  the  arch- 
duke's eye,  was  subjected  to  a  vigorous  siege.  The  general 
having  sent  Desaix  with  a  reinforcement  to  the  garrison,  that 
officer  impetuously  sallied  out,  and  took  three  of  the  redoubts 
erected  by  the  besiegers  ;  but,  after  both  parlies  had  sustained 
considerable  loss,  he  returned  wounded  to  the  fort.  The  siege 
was  continued  for  seven  \a  eeks  ;  and  the  Austrians,  during  thai 
time,  lost  about  ten  thousand  men  by  the  fire  of  the  garrison, 
fatigue,  and  disease. 

The  war  was  carried  on  with  extraordinary  vigor  beyond  the 
Alps.  The?  directory  earnestly  wished,  not  only  to  force  the 
king  of  Sardinia  into  a  peace  beneficial  to  France  in  point  of 
territorial  acquisition,  but  also  to  dispossess  the  Austrians  of  the 
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Milanese,  and  abridt^e  their  power  in  other  parts  of  Italy.  For 
the  accomplishment  of  these  wishes,  an  officer  who  had  great 
courage,  but  little  experience,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  nume- 
rous army.  This  was  Bonaparte,  who,  in  the  vicinity  of  Savo- 
na,  reviewed  his  forces,  and  prepared  them  for  action.  Ashe 
seemed  to  threaten  the  city  of  Genoa,  a  detachment  of  the  allied 
army  advanced  lo  the  suburbs;  and  Beaulieu,  who  had  been  sent 
to  take  the  chief  command  of  the  Austrian  troops,  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  attack  of  the  n  hole  French  line.  The  success  of 
the  plan  depended  chiefly  on  the  exertions  of  Argenteau,  who 
was  ordered  to  assault  three  strong  redoubts,  raised  one  above 
another.  He  forced  two  of  the  number,  but  failed  in  the  attack 
of  the  other.  Beaulieu  was  not  uiisucces-sful  near  Genoa,  as  ge- 
neral Cervoni  fled  l)efore  him  ;  and  Colli,  who  commanded  the 
troops  of  the  Sardinian  prince,  made  some  progress  near  the 
Tarnaro,  until  the  apprehension  oflosing  his  communication  with 
the  Austrians,  in  consequence  of  the  dexterous  movements  of 
Bonaparte,  constrained  him  to  fall  back.  Being  out-flanked  by 
the  French,  Argenteau  was  routed  at  Monte-notte  ;  and  the  rest 
of  the  army  also  found  it  expedient  to  retreat. 

Elate  with  this  victory,  Bonaparte  took  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  acquiring  fresh  laurels.     At  Monte-lezino",  he  broke 
.     .,  .  ,    the  concert  between  the  Piedmoutese  and  the  Aus- 
^  '  trians,  and  having  defeated  the  fc^rmer,  attacked  the 

latter  with  energ)'.  He  did  not  how  ever,  easily  triumph  over 
them.  Colonel  Wuckassovich  distinguished  himself  on  this  oc- 
casion by  his  courage  and  firmness,  and  considerably  thinned 
the  ranks  of  the  battalions  which  assailefl  his  division.  About 
six  thousandmen  in  the  vanquished  army  were  killed,  wounded, 
or  captured. 

The  victorious  general  now  marched  toward  the  Tanaro,  and, 
during  four  successive  days,  iissaulted  a  position  which  the  Pied- 
montese  had  chosen.  They  then  abandoned  it  in  the  night,  and, 
being  closely  pursued,  were  encountered  near  Mondovi.  Una- 
ble to  withstand  the  superior  number  of  the  enemy,  they  formed 
a  strong  line  behind  the  Stura,  from  Coni  to  Cherasco.  The 
safety  of  Piedmont  in  general,  and  of  its  capital  in  particular, 
depended  on  the  preservation  of  this  line  of  defence. 

The  ill  fortune  of  the  allies,  in  this  campaign,  so  depressed 
the  spirits  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  that  he  had  not  the  courage 
to  continue  the  war.  He  found  his  troops  precluded  from  Aus- 
trian aid,  and  did  not  expect  that  they  would  be  able  long  to 
maintain  their  defensive  post.  Even  a  dishonorable  peace,  he 
thought,  was  preferable  to  hostilities  that  might  be  ruinous.  He 
therefore  sent  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  with  the  French  commis- 
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saries  of  Genoa  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  a  truce  was  solicited 
and  obtained  from  Bonaparte,  who  haughtily  demanded,  in  re- 
turn for  his  condescension,  the  surrender  of  three  fortresses, 
and  other  favors.  Of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  soon  Tyr.  .  _ 
followed  the  armistice,  the  terms  were  humiliating  ^ 
and  disgraceful  to  the  unfortunate  king.  He  was  obliged  to  cede 
to  the  republic  the  territories  of  Savoy,  Nice,  Tende,  and  Beuil; 
to  put  the  French  in  possession  of  Coni,  Exilles,  Susa,  Alcbsan- 
drla,  and  other  towns  and  fortresses,  until  a  general  peace  should 
be  concluded  ;  and  was  prohibited  from  erecting  or  repairing 
any  fortiiicaiions  near  the  frontiers  of  France.  Thus  was  Vic- 
tor Amadieus  punished  for  his  hostiUty  to  a  dangerous  and  for- 
midable revolution. 

The  secession  of  the  Sardinian  prince  from  the  confederacy, 
rendered  defensive  measures,  on  the  part  of  the  Austrians,  par- 
ticularly expedient,  until  considerable  reinforcements  should  ar- 
rive from  Germany.  Retiring  behind  the  Po,  Beaulieu  selected 
a  favorable  position,  where  his  troops  rested  upon  their  arms. 
The  armistice  with  Victor  had  allowed  to  the  French  a  free  pas- 
sage through  the  Piedmontese  principality  ;  but,  instead  of  tak- 
ing immediate  advantage  of  the  indulgence,  they  marched  into 
the  dominions  of  the  duke  of  Parma,  and  passed  the  Po  near 
Placentia.  A  truce  was  granted  to  ^he  duke  by  Bonaparte,  who 
when^ Beaulieu  had  retreated  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Lodi, 
in  the  Milanese,  advanced  to  tlie  conquest  of  this  flourishing  ter- 
ritory. The  bridge  of  Lodi  was  so  well  fortified,  that  an  attack 
was  deemed  desperate  by  all  the  field  officers  whom  the  general 
consulted  on  this  occasion  :  but  tlie  grenadiers,  rendered  fear- 
less of  danger  by  potations  of  eau  devie,  stormed  the  ^.^  . 
post.  When  they  had  been  repeatedly  driven  off  '^ 
with  great  loss,  the  aid  of  a  reinforcement  achieved  the  dan- 
gerous work.  The  retreat  of  Beaulieu  being  protected  by  a 
body  of  Neapolitan  cavalry,  he  did  not  lose  so  many  men  as  the 
French,  of  whom  above  three  thousand  five  hundred  were  kil- 
led or  wounded. 

This  victory  was  followed  by  the  acquisition  of  Milan,  and  by 
a  series  of  spoliation  and~Dutrage,  committed  in  that  city  and  in 
other  towns^of  Loaibardy.  Multiplied  acts  of  tyranny  and  vio- 
lence excited  a  spirit  of  vengeance  ;  and  the  inhabitants  rose  in 
arms  against  the  detested  intruders.  In  the  capital,  the  insur- 
rection was  quickly  suppressed;  but,  at  Pavia,  where  the  French 
garrison  had  been  overpowered  and  disarmed,  the  personal  ex- 
ertions of  the  geiieral  were  supposed  to  be  necessary.  He  forced 
open  the  gates,  and  diffused  through  the  place  the  atrocities  of 
massacre.  He  would  have  totally  destroyed  the  city  if  he  had 
not  found  the  garrison  safe.  In  other  towns  and  districts,  manv 
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unfortunate  objects  of  suspicion  were  seized,  and  put  to  death 
by  military  rnflians. 

As  the  effects  of  the  battle  of  Lodi  had  driven  the  Austrians 
into  the  bisl'iopric  of  Trent,  and  left  the  Itahan  states  defended 
only  by  native  troops,  Bonaparte  exercised  his  influence  over 
the  p;rand  duke  of  Tuscany,  insisting  on  the  expulsion  of  the 
KiiL^lish  from  Leghorn,  and  the  exclusion  of  their  ships  from 
that  port;  and  the  supreme  pontiff  of  Christendom  was  subject- 
ed to  the  arrogant  and  rapacious  tyranny  of  one  who  pretended 
to  be  a  devout  son  of  the  cathohc  church.  He  was  required  to 
r  £-,„  purchase  the  favor  of  Gallic  forbearance  by  the  dis- 
graceful surrender  of  Bologna  and  other  towns,  the 
grant  of  twenty-one  millions  of  livres,  and  the  donation  of  three 
hundred  manuscripts  and  pictures.  The  last  species  of  pillage 
was  particularly  injurious  to  the  feelings  of  the  Italians,  whose 
disgust  at  such  rapine  was  proportioned  to  their  admiration  of 
the  works  of  art,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  attractions  which 
those  treasures  held  out  to  foreigners  of  taste.  The  French  ge- 
nerals were  better  judges  of  the  merit  of  paintings  and  statutes 
than  Mummius,  the  unrefined  conqueror  of  Corinth  :  but  their 
desire  of  enriching  the  capital  of  their  republic  at  the  ex])ense 
of  the  unoffending  nations  of  modern  Italy,  combined  illiberal 
insult  with  profligate  rapacity. 

His  Neapolitan  majesty  had  previously  obtained  the  gratifi- 
cation of  a  truce,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  for  the  indul- 
gence :  but  the  duke  of  Modena  was  robbed  of  pictures,  and  re- 
quired to  pay  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  in  money  and  useful  articles,  for  a  cessation  of 
hostilities;  and  the  duke  of  Parma,  when  he  solicited  the  same 
favor,  also  felt  the  rigors  of  republican  rapacity.  Speaking  of 
these  two  princes,  Bonaparte  said  to  his  soldiers,  "  They  owe 
their  political  existence  to  your  generosity  alone/*' 

The  siege  of  Mantua  now  occupied  the  chief  attention  of  the 
invaders  of  Italy  :  but  even  the  sanguine  confidence  of  their  ge- 
neral did  not  expect  its  speedy  reduction.  While  that  town  was 
under  a  partial  investment,  Leghorn  was  seized  by  a  detach- 
ment :  the  effects  of  the  enemies  of  France  who  resided  in  the 
place  were  confiscated ;  and  Vauvois  was  left  with  a  garrison 
to  overawe  the  inhabitants. 

Considerable  reinforcements  being  sent  to  the  Austrian  army  in 
Italy,  Wurmser,  who  was  deemed  better  qualified  than  Beaulieu 
for  the  chief  command,  advanced  to  attack  the  French  who  had 
seized  every  important  post  from  the  lake  of  Garda  to  Legnago, 
on  the  Lower  Adige.  He  dislodged  them  from  some  of  these 
stations :  they  retired  from  others  ;  and  the  siege  was  raised. 
But  Bonaparte  soon  recovered  from  this  check.  D* Allemagne, 
one  of  his  field  ofliicers,  assaulted  an  Austrian  division  at  Lena- 
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to,  and  prevailed  in  the  conflict.  Massena,  three  days  after- 
ward, triumphed  near  the  same  spot :  and,  at  Castiglione,  the 
Austrians  sustained  another  defeat.  In  the  hist  of  ,. 
these  engagements,  general  Serrurier  was  directed  by  "  '^' 
Bonaparte  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  Wurmur,  while  Augereau 
attacked  the  centre  and  Massena  the  right  wing.  These  com- 
bined assaults  w  ere  successful ;  and  the  Austrian  general  retired 
to  the  Tyrolese  frontier,  after  about  fifteen  thousand  of  his  men 
had  in  five  days  been  killed,  wounded  or  captured.  Mantua  uas 
now  re-invested  ;  and  the  victorious  conunander  hoped  not  only 
to  ruin  Wurmser's  army,  but  also  to  penetrate  to  the  banks  of 
the  Danube,  and  assist  the  other  generals  of  the  republic  in 
humbling  the  pride  and  curtailing  the  dominions  of  Austria^^ 

After  a  month's  respite,  the  opposite  armies  again  tried  their 
strength.  The  Austrians,  entrenched  near  the  Adige,  defended 
themselves  with  spirit.  Massena  attacked  their  left  wing  in 
the  defiles  of  San-Marco,  while  Vaubois  marched  against  their 
right,  encamped  at  Mori.  Both  wings  were  dislodged  by  the 
vigor  of  the  assailants,  who  then  pushed  forward  to  Roveredo, 
and  stormed  a  new  post  chosen  by  Wurmsur  for  its  supposed 
defensibility.  The  victors  took  possession  of  Trent,  and  com- 
pelled all  who  had  authority  in  that  city  to  take  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  French  republic. 

The  Austrians  now  made  such  movements  as  drew  off  the 
French  from  the  Trentine  territory.  Wurmser  hastened  to  the 
Brenta,  and  displayed  his  personal  courage  in  the  battle  of  Bas- 
sano:  but  his  central  division  was  at  length  forced,  and  he  found 
it  difficult  to  secure  a  retreat.  He  fled  tovvard  Verona,  ^ 
but  was  excluded  from  that  city  by  the  manoeuvres  * 
of  general  Kilmaine.  Pursuing  his  course  to  Mantua,  he  en- 
couraged the  garrison  by  his  seasonable  appearance,  and  check- 
ed the  besiegers  by  some  spirited  sallies. 

During  the  renewed  siege  of  Mantua,  the  eye  of  Bonaparte 
took  a  general  survey  of  Italy.  Exulting  in  the  conquest  of 
the  Milanese,  he  wished  that  it  might  be  permanently  subjected 
to  the  French  dominion.  In  the  affairs  of  Venice  he  had  al- 
ready interfered  :  and  he  hoped  soon  to  revolutionise  both  that 
republic  and  the  Genoese  state.  The  sovereigns  of  Piedmont 
and  Tuscany  he  did  not  consider  as  formidable  adversaries  ; 
and  the  head  of  the  church  was  still  less  an  object  of  alarm. 
The  king  of  Naples  and  the  duke  of  Parma  courted  his  for- 
bearance:  and  treaties  of  peace  with  those  princes  ^^^  ,,. 
were  now  concluded  at  Paris.  It  was  stipulated  that 
the  former  should  acknowledge  the  French  republic,  and  not  af- 
ford the  least  aid  or  encouragement  to  the  enemies  of  that  state  ; 
and  that  the  latter  should  allow  to  the  French  troops  a  free  pas- 

1'8  Des  Odoarils,  chap,  21. — Europaisclic  .\T<«i:,li'n,  Julii-g;ing  179f>,  von  D.  Passdt. 


336  THE  HISTORY  OF  part  hi. 

sar^e  through  his  territories,  but  that  neither  party  should  j^rant 
such  an  indulgence  to  tiie  enemies  of  the  other.  The  duke  ol" 
JVlodena  not  having  fully  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  ar- 
mistice, the  agreement  was  annulled  by  the  offended  general, 
who  also  instigated  the  inhabitants  of  the  duchy  to  form  a  new 
government.  Thus,  while  one  state  was  erected  in  the  Milan- 
ese, under  the  appellation  of  the  Trans- Padane''  Republic,  an- 
other arose  in  the^  JVIodenese,  including  Massa  and  Carrara,  and 
received  the  name  of  the  Cis-Padane  Republic**. 

Alvinzi  having  assumed  the  command  of  Austrian  army 
in  Italy,  recruited  and  reinforced,  Bonaparte  advanced  from  the 
environs  of  Mantua  to  meet  him.  He  first  attacked  general 
Provera  with  success  ;  and,  afterwards,  near  the  village  of 
^  .  J.  Arcole,  assaulted  a  well-posted  division,  which  kept 
'  him  almost  a  whole  day  in  check.  On  the  following 
day,  the  rage  of  slaughter  again  prevailed,  without  signal  ad- 
vantage on  either  side.  After  a  night  of  little  rest,  Augereau's 
division  re-attacked  Arcole  (which  had  been  taken,  and  then  eva- 
cuated,) but  met  with  a  repulse.  Fresh  troops  came  up,  and 
turned  the  left  of  the  Austrians,  who  retired  in  the  night  to- 
ward Vicenza.  In  these  three  engagements,  about  eight  thou- 
iiand  of  Alvinzi'*s  men  were  killed,  wounded,  or  made  prisoners: 
the  French,  with  the  exception  of  captives,  probably  sustained 
an  equal  loss'^ 

Davidovich  had  been  so  zealous  and  alert  with  a  separate  ar- 
my, that  he  had  recovered  the  greater  part  of  the  episcopate  of 
Trent.  He  distinguished  himself  in  some  conflicts  of  the  fier- 
-j^  ^.  cest  nature:  but  being  at  length  repelled  by  the  united 
*  efforts  of  Massena  and  Vaubois,  he  was  unable  to  af- 
ford relief  to  the  garrison  of  Mantua.  The  defenders  of  that 
city  had  still  opportunities  of  procuring  supplies  by  sallying 
from  the  gates :  but  their  hopes  of  preserving  the  place  now 
ceased  to  be  sanguine. 

Not  only  the  emperor  and  some  of  the  Italian  princes  were 
unfortunate  in  this  year,  but  the  British  monarch  also  lost 
ground  in  Italy,  The  Corsicans  were  soon  weary  of  the  yoke 
which  they  had  imposed  upon  themselves,  although  it  was  cer- 
tainly less  oppressive  than  that  of  France  or  of  Genoa.  They 
listened  to  the  suggestions  of  French  emissaries,  took  arms  in 
various  districts,  and  received  military  aid  from  their  celebrated 
compatriot,  the  conqueror  of  the  Milanese.  After  vain  attempts 
to  reclaim  them,  the  English  retired  from  Corsica  ;  and  the  au- 
thority of  France  was  re-established  in  the  island. 

19  B'-vond  (lie  Po  with  respect  to  Ihe  lieart  ofltnly. 

211  Posswli's  Annnl'-m,  1796. 

21  Des  Qiloiiiils,  cliap.  38. — History  of  ilie  Campaign  of  ir96,  ip  Italy,  chap.  5. 
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Much  greater  injury  than  Great  Britain  could  feel  from  tiie 
loss  of  Corsica  might  have  been  inflicted  by  the  French,  if  a 
large  army  had  made  a  descent  in  Ireland.  Hoche  had  pacified 
La  Vendee  by  the  ruin  of  Charette,  who  was  condemned  to 
death  by  a  court-martial ;  and  the  Jacobin  general  was  after- 
wards appointed  to  command  the  force  intended  for  the  inva- 
sion. But  a  storm  dispersed  the  ships,  some  of  weich  were 
sunk  or  captured  ;  and  the  bold  scheme  was  frustrated. 

The  turmoils  of  war  and  invasion  did  not  disturb  the  Irans- 
quillity  of  the  north.  Sweden  and  Denmark  occasionally  sent 
out  royal  fleets  to  exercise  the  seamen,  but  continued  to  decline 
all  concurrence  in  the  crusade  against  France.  The  duke  of 
Sudermania  governed  with  wisdom,  and  baflled  the  intrigues 
and  plots  of  the  partisans  and  emissaries  of  Russia.  The  baron 
Von  Armfeldt  had  been  recommended  to  the  regent  by  Gustavus 
III.  as  a  confidential  minister  :  but  the  duke  destroyed  the  tes-, 
tamentary  paper  which  contained  the  request,  and  excluded  the 
baron  from  the  council ;  sending  him  into  honorable  exile  as  u 
diplomatist  at  Naples.  The  absent  nobleman  became  a  traitor- 
ous conspirator^^,  and  was  outlawed,  while  Ehrenstrom  suffered 
death  as  his  accomplice,  and  the  countess  Rudenskold  was  con- 
fined for  life.  The  czarina,  being  unable  to  eject  the  duke  from 
tlie  regency  by  seditious  machinations,  endeavoured  to  secure 
the  attachment  of  the  young  Gustavus  by  a  marriage  between 
him  and  Alexandra  Paulowna,  whose  charms  and  virtues  he  ad- 
mired. Repairing  with  his  uncle  to  Petersburg",  the  king  ex- 
pressed an  inclination  to  espouse  the  grand-daughter  of  the  em- 
press :  but,  when  he  found  that  the  free  exercise  of  her  religion 
was  claimed,  he  refused  to  sign  the  contract,  alleging  that  it 
v/as  incompatible  with  the  laws  of  Sweden.  He  was  probably 
influenced  on  this  occasion  by  the  regent,  who  merely  seemed 
to  approve  the  connexion. 

Catharine  had  engaged,  after  her  final  success  in  Poland,  to 
assist  Great  Britain  against  France ;  but  she  did  not  adhere  to 
the  articles  of  the  alliance.  She  attacked  the  Persians  instead 
Gf  the  French,  and  meditated  a  new  war  against  the  Turks  : 
but,  while  she  was  indulging  her  ambitious  fancy  with  dreams 
of  conquest  and  aggrandisement,  she  was  suddenly  called  away 
from  the  splendors  and  vanities  of  the  world.  She  had  re- 
tired into  a  private  apartment,  seemingly  in  good  health  :  her 
protracted  absence  surprised  her  attendants,  who,  entering  the 
room,  found  her  extended  on  the  floor,  speechless  and  torpid. 
She  remained  in  the  same  state  until  the  evening  of  the  follow- 
ing day  ;  and  then  c.>.pired  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  her  age, 
ind  the  thirty-fifth  of  her  reign. 

22  In  17Di.  23  In  August,  178C, 

Vol.  V.  U  ^  ^         ' 
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This  princess  had  a  pleasing  countenance  ;  her  person  was 
well-proportioned,  and  her  deportment  ."raceful  and  die;nified. 
Her  conversation  was  lively  and  agreeable  :  she  could  speak 
pertinently  on  many  subjects  ;  and  had  a  taste  for  literature. 
She  was  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  government,  both  those  of 
an  honourable  kind,  and  those  of  a  less  liberal  description.  She 
not  only  possessed  courage  and  firmness,  but  a  daring  spirit, 
which  did  not  shrink  from  iniquity  and  cruelty.  Even  acts  of 
deliberate  murder  did  not  shock  her,  when  they  were  subser- 
vient to  the  acquisition  or  retention  of  power. 

Paul,  her  only  offspring,  succeeded  to  a  sovereignty  which  he 
was  not  fully  capable  of  exercising.  He  commenced  his  reign 
with  acts  of  justice  and  clemency,  released  Kosciusko  and  other 
prisoners,  and  relieved  the  Livonians  from  some  oppressions  of 
which  they  complained  :  but  he  was  not  steady  or  consistent  in 
his  government  or  conduct. 

Great  Britain  and  Austria  requested  the  czar  to  act  with  vi- 
gor against  the  enemies  of  })eace  and  social  order  :  but,  for  the 
present,  he  disregarded  their  solicitations,  Tiie  former  power 
was  now  menaced  with  the  attempts  of  a  new  foe  ;  for  the  Spa- 
nish potentate  w  as  so  far  overawed  by  the  French  directory, 
^  ^  that  he  consented  to  declare  war  against  the  English. 
*  *  The  navy  and  army  of  Britain  were  augmented ;  and 
a  squadron  was  sent  toward  the  Spanish  coast  under  the  com- 
mand of  sir  John  Jervis. 

The  parliamentary  session  was  enlivened  by  very  spirited  de- 
bates. The  conduct  of  the  prime  minister  was  severely  cen- 
sured :  but,  as  he  triumphed  by  large  majorities,  he  defied  all 
.«Q-  opposition.  The  stoppage  of  pecuniary  payments 
'^*  '  '  '  at  the  bank  exposed  him  to  tlie  acrimony  of  ani- 
madversion, as  it  was  imputed  to  his  mismanagement.  He  de- 
monstrated, however,  the  solvency  of  that  useful  corporation  ; 
and  the  clamor  subsided.  A  greater  consternation  arose  from 
a  naval  mutiny. 

At  a  time  when  the  services  of  our  seamen  were  essentially 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  our  maritime  superiority,  the 
rise  of  discontent  among  tiiem  could  not  but  excite  general 
alarm.  It  first  appeared  in  the  fleet  at  Spiihead.  Combina- 
tions were  formed  in  many  of  the  ships  ;  and  the  men  refused 
to  perform  iheir  ordinary  duties,  unless  thejr  demands  should  be 
granted.  Tiieir  firmness  induced  the  government  to  comply 
with  their  wishes,  by  increasing  their  pay,  and  improving  as 
well  as  enlarging  their  allowance  of  provisions.  But,  in  some 
ships  at  the  Nore,  the  men  were  not  content  with  these  f.\vours. 
Parker  and  other  bold  mal-contents,  besides  urging  some  rea- 
sonable demands  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  arrears  and  the 
division  of  the  money  arising  from  captures,  required  various 
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concessions  which  were  deemed  inconsistent  with  naval  disci- 
pi  ine  and  due  subordination  ;  and,  as  these  points  were  not  al- 
lowed by  the  board  of  admiralty,  a  dangerous  mutiny  subsisted 
for  some  weeks.  The  officers,  when  they  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  stem  the  torrent  of  disloyalty,  were  suspended  from 
their  authority,  and  dismissed  from  the  ships-  As  all  the  muti- 
neers could  not  conversiently  exercise  the  commnad,  their  inter- 
ests were  committed  to  representatives,  who  assumed  the  hono- 
rable appellation  of  delegates. 

This  mutiny  called  forth  all  the  zeal  of  patriotism,  and  allay- 
ed for  a  time  the  mutual  animosities  of  party.  Those  who  dif- 
fered on  the  subject  of  the  war,  on  constitutional  points,  or  eje- 
neral  politics,  concurred  in  the  expediency  of  enforcing  the  sub- 
mision  of  the  nautic  malcontents,  who  endeavoured  to  block  up 
the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and,  besides  detaining  merchant 
ships,  committed  some  acts  of  depredation.  To  strike  terror 
into  the  licetitious  confederacy,  bills  were  enacted,  rendering  the 
seduction  of  seamen  or  soldiers  from  their  duty  a  capital  crime, 
and  likewise  menacing  with  death  all  who  should  deliberately 
communicate  with  them,  or  give  encouragement  to  the  crew  of 
any  of  the  ships  under  the  orders.of  the  delegates.  Parker  still 
used  a  high  tone,  and  exhorted  the  men  to  be  firm  :  but,  as  soon 
as  they  obtained  intelligence  of  these  acts,  many  were  inclined 
to  submit  before  it  might  be  too  late  to  expect  pardon,  particu- 
larly when  such  preparations  were  made  as  indicated  that  the 
confederate  ships  would  be  exposed  to  a  speedy  attack.  Ven- 
geance, it  was  apprehended,  would  then  supersede  mercy. 

Opportunities  were  at  length  found  by  the  occupants  of  seve- 
ral ships,  notwithstanding  the  dissuasions  of  the  delegates,  to 
bear  away  from  the  scene  of  mutiny.  The  example  was  gradu- 
ally followed  ;  and  the  authority  of  Parker  was  disallowed  and 
despised.  Not  having  a  chance  to  escape,  he  was  apprehended, 
tried,  condemned,  and  hanged ;  and  many  of  his  accomplices 
also  suffered  death.  The  acts  of  severity,  with  a  general 
grant  of  pardon,  restored  order  to  the  fleet,  to  the  great  joy 
both  of  the  court  and  the  nation**. 

It  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  for  this  country,  that  the  en- 
emy did  not  profit  by  such  a  serious  mutiny.  While  it  subsist- 
ed, the  hopes  of  Barras,  La-Reveillere,  and  Reubel,  were  high; 
and,  when  they  were  disappointed,  they  consoled  themselves 
with  other  prospects. 

The  war  in  Italy  was  not  discontinued  during  the  winter. — 
Mantua  being  yet  under  blockade,  the  Austrian  generals  made 
preparations  for  its  relief.  Provera  attacked  Casella  and  other 
posts  with  success,  passed  the  Adige,  and  threatened  the  lines 
€)f  the  blockade.     A  different  division  assaulted  the  enemy  near 

24  The  miUiiiy  at  the  Nore  continued  from  the  20th  of  May  to  the  Uth  of  June. 
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Verona  ;  and  spirited  conflicts  occurred  in  other  quarters.  Of 
these  battles,  the  most  important  was  that  which  took  place  in 
J  .     the  neit^hbourhood  of  Hivoli.  Here  the  Austrians  so 

'^"*  *  g^^'l^'idy  contended  for  victory,  that  it  was  on  the 
point  of  crow  ning  their  efforts ;  but  the  address  and  good  for- 
tune of  Bonaparte  prevailed  over  all  the  exertions  of  Alvinzi. — 
The  artillery  of  the  republicans  made  i^reat  havock;  and  their 
adversaries  retired  in  confusion.  The  contest  was  renewed  on 
the  foUowin;^  day,  equally  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Austrians. 
Bonaparte  now  hastened  to  meet  Frovera,  whose  progress  had 
already  been  checked  by  the  defeat  of  his  rear-guard.  That  of- 
ficer assailed  a  part  of  tlie  lines  ;  but  the  garrison  could  not  ef- 
fectually assist  him  :  and  the  French  captured  his  whole  corps. 
-r^  .  „  Alvinzi  now  sought  refuge  in  the  Tyrol ;  and,  the  de- 
^  '**  '  fence  of  Mantua  being  hopeless,  general  Wurmser  ca- 
pitulated. 

The  humiliation  of  the  pope  was  the  next  object  of  the  victo- 
rious general.  His  holiness  had  not  fully  executed  the  stipula- 
tions imposed  upon  him  by  Gallic  arrogance  ;  and  the  priests 
stimulated  his  other  subjects  to  resist  the  encroachments  and 
the  depredations  of  atheistical  republicans.  The  saints  were  in- 
voked for  the  support  of  the  catholic  church  :  holy  images  were 
carried  in  solemn  procession  ;  and  miracles  were  pretended  to 
be  wrought,  that  the  people  considering  their  cause  as  favored 
by  heaven,  might  be  animated  with  pious  enthusiasm,  and  rush 
fearless  on  the  foe.  But  the  French  w  ere  no  more  intimidated 
by  these  arts,  than  the  Romans  were  by  the  frantic  gestures 
and  ejaculations  of  the  Druids  of  Anglesey,  or  the  Saxons  by 
the  prayers  and  denunciations  of  the  Monks  of  Bangor. 

Alleging  that  the  pope  had  systematically  encouraged  the 
crusade  against  France,  and  had  refused  to  listen  to  overtures 
of  peace  from  the  republic,  Bonaparte  declared  that  the  armis- 
tice was  at  an  end,  and  put  his  troops  in  motion  for  an  invasion 
of  the  ecclesiastical  state.  Near  Faenza,  the  troops  of  his  holi- 
ness ventured  to  contend  with  the  enemy :  but  they  were  quickly 
driven  from  their  entrenchments,  and  the  gates  of  the  town  were 
forced.  Cesena,  the  pontiff's  native  town,  was  taken  without 
resistance;  and  not  only  the  province  of  Romagna  was  rapidly 
subdued,  but  the  dutchy  of  Urbino  was  also  over-run.  Having 
seized  the  treasures  w  hich  had  not  been  removed  from  Loretto, 
the  invaders  proceeded  to  Tolentino,  where  there  course  of  con- 
quest was  stopped  by  the  renewed  submission  of  Pius,  who  sent 
Galeppi  and  three  other  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace.  Ge- 
neral Colli,  who  in  vain  had  endeavoured  to  organise  the  pope's 
force,  was  less  displeased  at  the  negotiation  than  at  the  con- 
realment  of  pacific  intentions  from  him.     All  objections  to  uur 
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reasonable  terms  being  over-ruled  by  the  menaces  of  pi     jq 
Bonaparte,  a  treaty  was  signed  without  delay^^ 

The  articles  imported,  that  the  provinces  of  Bologna,  Ro- 
magna,  and  Ferrara,  should  be  ceded  to  France  ;  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  money  promised  when  the  truce  was  granted,  the 
amount  of  fifteen  million  of  livres  bhould  be  paid  by  his  holi- 
ness, in  coin,  diamonds,  and  other  valuable  articles;  and  that 
various  fortresses  and  districts  should  be  delivered  up  to  the 
French,  as  pledges  for  a  strict  compliance  widi  the  agreement. 

A  French  army  being  left  to  enibrce  the  complete  execatiou 
of  the  treaty,  the  subjects  of  the  pope  assaulted,  in  various 
places  the  insolent  intruders,  but  sullbred  severely  for  their  ia- 
surrective  attempts.  Towns  and  villages  were  given  up  to  mi- 
litary rapine  ;  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  put  to  death. — 
In  some  parts  of  the  country,  particularly  in  the  duchy  of  Urbi- 
no,  commotions  arose  from  a  wish  to  shake  off  the  papal  yoke, 
or  at  least,  procure  a  redress  of  grievances;  for  the  niisgovern- 
ment  of  Pius  had  lately  increased,  amidst  the  dangers  of  foreign 
hostihty.  His  secretary,  cardinal  Busca,  advised  him,  after 
peace  was  restored,  to  continue  tiie  seizure  of  plate,  the  property 
of  individuals,  and  force  depreciated  paper  currency  upon  his 
people.  This  minister  being  now  discarded,  Doria  was  ajjpoint- 
ed  to  succeed  him  ;  but  the  government  did  not  become  less 
oppressive^^ 

While  the  pope  was  struggling  with  the  difficulties  of  his  critical 
situation,  Bonaparte,  animated  by  his  success  in  Italy^  and  in- 
flamed with  an  ardent  desire  of  triumphing  over  the  jwotector 
of  Germany,  resolved  to  carry  the  war  into  the  hereditary  states 
of  Francis.  The  archduke,  after  the  loss  of  Mantua,  thought 
only  of  defensive  hostilities.  He  formed  a  chain  of  posts  from 
the  mountains  of  the  country  of  Bormio  to  the  mouth  of  the  Piave; 
and,  behind  this  line,  a  considerable  force  was  posted.  x\Iassena» 
with  the  centre  of  the  French  army,  advanced  to  Belluna,  and 
overwhelmed  the  small  division  of  general  Lusignan,  who,  for 
thirteen  hours,  had  bravely  resisted  a  great  force.  The  right 
wing  then  approached  the  Tagliamento,  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  Bonaparte;  forded  that  river  with  scarcely  any  loss; 
took  Gradisca:  and  quickly  subdued  the  territory  of  Friuii.  The 
left,  commanded  by  Joubert,  defeated  general  Kerpen,  and  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Tyrol^'. 

Massena  was  now  ordered  to  secure  the  two  passages  leading 
from  Friuii  into  Carinthia  across  the  mountains  ;  and  he  was  to 
make  an  attempt  to  turn  the  archduke's  right  fiank,  that  all  the 
reinforcements  which  this  prince  expected  from  vhe  Rhine  might 

25  Memoires  historiques  ct  philosop'.iiqiies  surPie  \  1.  v'iUxi).  '2.  . 

26  Memoires  surPit;  VI.  et  son  Pontificat,  cluij).  27. 

'17  History  of  the  C»TTipaiarn  of  179",  in  Italy  and  Geiraany.  ch!>p.  i.  at!-'  ^. 
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not  be  able  to  reach  him.  His  van,  by  seizini^  Tarvis,  in  corn- 
sequence  of  the  negligence  of  general  Ocskay,  precluded  the  safe 
arri  al  of  two  columns,  which  were  routed  by  a  very  considera- 
ble superiority  of  number.  New  arrangements  being  deemed 
necessary  by  the  prince,  he  disposed  his  army  in  three  divisions, 
by  one  of  which  Carniola  was  to  be  defended,  while  the  second 
and  third,  it  \\as  hoped,  would  protect  the  valley  of  the  Drave, 
Cliigenforth,  and  the  province  of  Styria.  Clagenforlh,  however 
was  taken  with  facility.  Bonaparte,  so  far  fortunate,  yet  not 
inseiisible  of  the  danger  to  which  his  progress  was  liable,  wrote 
to  the  archduke  in  recommendation  of  peace.  His  employers 
did  not  expect  to  suljdue  or  revolutionise  the  hereditary  states, 
but  hoped  to  over-awe  die  emperor  and  extort  his  assent  to  such 
terms  as  France  might  dictate. 

The  letter  intimated  the  wish  of  the  directory  for  a  speedy 
peace, — a  desire  which,  w  hen  signified  to  the  court  of  Vienna, 
hati  been  thwarted  by  the  English  cabinet.  The  miseries  of  war 
not  l^eing  experimentally  known  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
the  ministers  of  that  country,  said  the  general,  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  gratifying  their  interests  and  passions:  but  he  trusted  that 
the  prince  w  hom  he  addressed  would  pay  greater  regard  to  the 
law  s  of  humanit}  ;  and  he  added,  for  his  own  part,  that,  if  die 
present  overture  should  save  the  life  of  a  single  man,  he  should 
pride  himself  more  on  the  civic  crown  to  which  he  might  thus 
be  entitled,  that  on  the  melancholy  glory  resulting  from  martial 
success. 

Having  no  authoritv  to  treat,  Charles  imparted  the  overture 
to  his  brother  :  and  while  an  answer  was  expected,  he  retreated 
before  the  enemy.  He  defended,  with  great  spirit,  a  defile  near 
Freisach,  but  continued  to  avoid  a  general  engagement.  He 
could  not  prevent  the  French  from  over-running  Carinthia,  and 
making  conquests  in  Styria,  Carniola,  and  Istria. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tyrol  rose  en  mafse^ 
for  the  expulsion  of  the  invaders.  Kerpen,  thus  reinforced, 
attacked  Joubert  with  alacrity,  and  quickly  re-took  various 
posts.  Many  of  the  French  fell  in  skirmishes,  and  more  were 
captured  :  and  this  part  of  the  country  was  restored  to  the  Aus- 
trian government. 

When  Bonaparte  had  reached  Judemburg,  the  effect  of  his  letter 
appeared  in  the  emperor's  proposal  of  an  armistice,  which  was 
adjusted  without  delay.  General  Clarke,  who  had  been  com- 
missioned to  treat  at  Vienna  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign, 
but  had  not  been  indulged  with  a  passport  to  that  capital,  now 
acted  as  a  negotiator  with  the  conmiander-in-chief ;  and,  on  the 
other  side,  the  archduke,  major-general  Meerfeld,  and  the  mar- 
*     ■]  1,^   quis  de  Gallo,  treated  at  Leobin,  where  articles,  pre- 

P  *  paratory  to  a  conclusive  treaty,  w'ere  signed. 
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On  the  very  day  which  was  distinguished  by  this  preliminary 
agreement,  Hoche  commenced  hostilities  on  the  Lower  Rhine, 
notwithstanding  an  intimation  from  general  Kray,  of  the  armis- 
tice of  Jiidemburg,  and  of  the  probability  of  successful  negotia- 
tion. He  forced  an  entrenched  camp  at  Neuwied,  while  Cham- 
pionnet  dislodged  tlie  occupants  of  Uckerath  and  Ahenkirchen: 
J»nd,  in  these  actions,  about  four  thousand  of  the  Austrians  fell 
or  were  made  prisoners.  Hastening  to  the  Lahn,  Hoche  took 
Giessen,  and  Le  Fevre  was  preparing  to  seize  Franckfort,  when 
a  courier  announced  the  signature  of  the  preliminaries,  to  the 
great  disappointment  of  the  French  generals,  who  were  exulting 
in  the  rapidity  of  their  progress.  Werneck,  for  supposed  mis- 
conduct in  this  short  campaign,  was  dismissed  from  his  com- 
mand by  a  couiicil  of  war^*. 

The  success  of  Moreau  was  as  rapid  as  that  of  Hoche.  He 
forced  a  passage  over  the  Rhine  amidst  strong  opposition  :  and, 
at  Diersheim,  a  very  obstinate  conflict  ensued;  but  the  Austrians 
failed  in  all  their  attempts  to  drive  back  the  enemy  over  the 
river.  Moreau  easily  reduced  Fort  Kehl,  and  gained  posses- 
sion of  other  posts  of  consequence  before  the  despatches  from 
Leoben  arrested  his  career. 

The  conduct  of  Bonaparte,  in  this  campaign,  calls  for  some 
reflections.  Rashness  was  more  apparent  in  his  conduct  than 
prudence  or  judgment.  Trusting  to  the  superiority  of  his  force, 
and  to  the  fortune  of  the  French  arms,  he  pushed  forward,  as  if 
he  could  quickly  annihilate  all  opposition — as  if  every  thing 
would  bend  to  his  will.  But,  if  a  cessation  of  hostilities  had  not 
been  agreed  to,  the  predicament  in  which  he  had  involved  him- 
self seemed  critically  dangerous.  The  success  of  the  Austrians 
in  the  Tyrol  exposed  his  left  wing  to  peril ;  troops  posted  in  the 
archbishopric  of  Saltzburg  threatened  him  on  the  same  side;  and 
his  centre  and  right  might  indeed  advance,  but  they  might  pro- 
ceed too  far  to  effect  a  safe  retreat  from  a  hostile  country. 
Moreau  w  as  of  opiiiion  that  the  adventurous  Corsican  had  pre- 
cipitately entangled  himself:  but  the  readiness  of  the  court  of 
\'ienna  to  negotiate^  saved  him  from  the  probable  effects  of  his 
indiscretion. 

Ever,  active,  ambitious,  and  enterprising,  Bonaparte  now 
directed  his  revolutionary  views  toward  Venice.  The  modera- 
tion of  the  Venetian  government  was  tried  to  its  utmost  extent 
by  the  arbitrary  ri Tiers  of  France.  After  the  conference  at  Pil- 
nitz,  the  king  of  Sardinia  had  urged  the  republic  to  concur  with 
him  and  other  Italian  princes  in  an  anti-Gallican  league  ;  but  he 
could  not  procure  a  promise  of  acquiescence.  When  the  French 
had  taken  Nice,  the  pope,  without  effect,  made  a  similar  appli- 
cation. The  sePiatf;,  not  aware  of  the  danger  in  which  the  state 

28  History  of  the  Campaign  oil797,  chap,  5. 
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was  exposed,  or  hopins^  to  avert  it  by  forbearance,  resolved  to 
avoid  every  act  that  mi(.j;ht  lead  to  war.  Pesaro,  in  the  Om- 
siilta  de^  Sav't^  or  council  of  the  wise,  repeatedly  proposed  mili- 
tary equipments  ;  but  the  majority  preferred  an  unarmed  neu- 
trality ;  and  the  nation,  enervated  by  a  propensity  to  pleasure, 
applauded  the  tinm.1  vote.  The  temporary  increase  of  commerce, 
autidst  the  conflicts  of  other  powers,  erratified  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers ;  and  all  ranks  seemed  to  repose  in  security,  as 
if  the  storm  of  revolution  would  pass  over  their  heads,  without 
injuring  their  government.  In  the  year  1794,  hov/ever,  the  sup- 
posed  approach  of  danger  occasioned  the  convocation  of  the  con- 
sulfa  77era,  or  black  council,  and  the  promulgation  of  a  decree 
for  augmenting  the  army  and  repairing  the  fortifications.  The 
Venetian  administrators  were  thus  employed  when  the  brother 
of  Louis  XVI.,  styled  the  Pretender,  took  refuge  in  Verona. 
They  were  desired  by  the  French  envoy  to  dismiss  him  :  but 
they  protected  him  for  almost  two  years.  For  their  kindness  to- 
wards this  prince  they  were  severely  reproaclied  l)y  Bonaparte, 
v.hen  he  made  his  appearance  within  their  territories,  after  he 
had  driven  the  Austrians  from  Peschiera.  He  accused  them  of 
being  partial  to  the  enemies  of  France,  and  mttnaced  them  with 
the  fatal  indignation  of  the  directory.  He  quartered  his  troops 
ki  their  towns,  and  instructed  his  officers  to  promote  disaflection 
among  the  people.  He  levied  contributions  for  the  suport  of 
those  who  had  no  right  to  make  even  the  smallest  demand;  and 
he  filled  the  country  with  confusion,  seeminoly  vrishing  for  po- 
pular resistance,  that  a  pretext  might  be  alledged  for  open  hos- 
tihtres^^ 

These  oppressions  at  length  aroused  general  indignation.  Fo- 
reigners were  excluded  from  the  capital:  troops  were  levied  with 
diligence,  and  a  naval  armament  was  equipped.  The  French 
remonstrated  against  these  preparations  :  but  the  government, 
being  now  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  exertion,  continued  them 
with  fepirit.  To  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  heavy  taxes 
were  imposed,  some  monastic  lands  were  sold,  and  the  churches 
ncre  stripped  of  a  great  quantity  of  their  plate. 

A  treaty  being  proposed  to  the  senate,  for  a  confederacy  with 
the  French,  Spaniards,  and  Turks,  a  firm  rejection  was  the  an- 
swer which  the  insidious  application  deserved,  and  which  it  ac- 
cordingly received.  A  memorable  proposal  of  alliance,  from 
the  king  of  Prussia,  was  about  the  same  time  rejected  by  the 
inquisitors  of  state  and  the  savi  without  being  communicated  to 
the  senate. 

The  directory,  considering  the  minds  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Venetian  community  as  sufficiently  prepared  for  a  change  of  go- 
vernment, ordered  the  trooj)s  to  commence  the  work  of  revolu- 

-0  Account  of  ihe  Fall  of  die  Republic  of  Venice,  cliaii.  5.  0,  &<*. 
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tion.  Baraguay  d'Hilliers  introduced  himself  and  his  detach- 
ment into  the  castle  of  Beri^amo;  strent^thened  it  ^a  ith  additional 
works;  and  pointed  his  artillery  against  the  governor's  palace. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  tovvn  were  compelled  to  sign  a  declara- 
tion in  favor  of  liberty  :  the  governor  was  constrained  to  relin- 
quish his  trust :  the  national  troops  were  disarmed,  the  provin- 
cial treasure  and  corporate  funds  seized.  A  body  of  peasants 
advanced  to  support  the  citizens  ;  but,  being  attacked  both  by 
their  malcontent  countrymen  and  the  French,  thev  were  quickly 
repelled. 

A  party  of  Milanese  and  Venetian  conspirators,  whose  in- 
trigues had  accelerated  the  revolution  of  Bergamo,  studif)usly 
promoted  the  same  object  at  Brescia.  The  governor  of  this 
town  and  the  proveditor'^^  were  unable  to  stem  the  torrent ;  for, 
while  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  neither  abetted  nor  op- 
posed the  scheme,  the  boldness  of  a  few  carried  it  into  effect. 
At  Crema  the  tree  of  liberty  was  likewise  planted  ;  but,  at  Salo, 
after  the  standard  of  democracy  had  been  erected  by  some  iires- 
cians,  the  inhabitants  and  the  neighbouring  peasants  tore  the 
flag,  and  resolved  to  maintain  the  old  government.  A  conside- 
rable body  of  Brescians,  denouncing  vengeance,  marched  against 
them,  but  in  a  brisk  conflict,  could  not  prevail  over  the  coun- 
ter revolutionists,  who,  in  their  turn,  formed  the  blockade  of 
Brescia.  Bonaparte  having  demanded  the  liberation  of  the  pri- 
soners taken  in  the  late  engagement,  the  senate  consented,  and 
thus  damped  the  ardor  of  the  friends  of  Venice.  The  released 
democrats  and  a  multitude  of  their  countrymen,  aided  by  a 
French  detachment,  now  reduced  Salo  and  the  whole  Brescian 
territory  to  obedience. 

The  Venetian  metroj)olis  was  still  tranquil;  but  a  storm  im- 
pended over  it.  Bonaparte  sent  Junot  with  a  letter  to  the  doge, 
accusing  the  rulers  of  the  state  of  having  instigated  the  people 
to  take  arms  against  the  French,  and  requiring  an  immediate 
disbandment  of  the  troops.  The  senate  denied  the  charge,  and 
evaded  the  requisition. 

The  Austrian  court,  by  the  medium  of  Grimani,  the  Vene- 
tian ambassador  at  Vienna,  exhorted  the  republic  to  support  the 
counter  revolutionists  with  energy  ;  but  the  despatches  of  that 
minister  were  suppressed  by  the  inquisitors  of  state.  At  this 
crisis,  nothing  ought  to  have  been  concealed  from  the  senate. 

To  accelerate  the  revoluuon,  the  directory  had  sent  a  squad- 
ron into  the  Adriatic,  widiout  any  national  flag.  One  of  the 
ships,  in  defiance  of  a  general  law  for  the  exclusion  of  armed 
vessels,  endeavoured  to  force  a  passage  into  the  port  of  Lido ; 

30  A  public  officer,  so  called  because  he  provides  for  the  general  safety  atjd  defenjg^ 

Vol.  V.  X  x 


346  THE  HISTORY  OF  part  hi. 

but  Laiigier,  who  commanded  it,  lost  his  life  in  the  attempt. 
AViien  the  French  minister  at  Venice  demanded  reparation,  to 
which  tht;  sen;\te  agreed,  he  introduced  Villetard  as  secretary  of 
legation  ;  and  this  artful  intriguer  promoted  with  indefatigable 
zeal  the  revolutionary  views  of  his  employers. 

Verona  had  for  some  time  been  garrisoned  by  French  troops, 
whose  commander,  Bidland,  affected  to  be  the  friend  of  Venice, 
while  he  was  a  determined  enemy  of  the  state.  After  having  in 
vain  endeavoured  to   irritate   the    inhabitants  into    hostilities 
a2;ainst  the  French,  that  a  plausible  ;  round  for  war  might  arise, 
.     .,  .„    he  suddenly  fired  upon  the  town  from  the  castle  of 
P        ''  St.  Felix,  on  pretence  of  a  tumult  which  did  not  af- 
ford the  least  justification  of  such  an  attack.     The  citizens,  be- 
ing aided  by  the  peasants,  and  by  troops  that  had  been  employ- 
ed against  insurgents,  engaged  the  dispersed  French  in  the  town, 
and  considerably  thinned  their  numbers.     A  parley  ensued ; 
and  a  convention  was  drawn  up,  but  not  carried  into  effect. 
The  French  recommenced  the  cannonade  ;  and  the  people  fu- 
riously strove  to  dislodge  them  from  all  the  fortresses.  A  fresh 
carnage  was  followed  by  another  conference.    Hostilities  were 
then  renewed  ;  and  general  Stratico  led  a  small  army  toward 
the  town  to  assist  his  harassed  countrymen  :    but,  as  numerous 
bodies  of  French  approached  from  different  points,  vain  was 
the  hope  of  success,  while  the  Venetian  troops  were  compara- 
tively undisciplined. 

The  magistrates  now  sued  for  peace.  The  French  insisted 
upon  an  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender,  to  which  the 
deputies  from  the  town  agreed  :  but  the  representatives  of  the 
sovereign  power  refused  to  sign  a  capitulation  which  contained 
no  promise  for  the  protection  of  persons  or  the  security  of  pro- 
perty. The  deputies  were  detained  as  hostages  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  inglorious  terms  ;  an  affront  which  wounded  the 
feelings  of  all  who  remembered  the  former  dignity  of  the  Ve- 
netian state. 

Considering  the  French  now  as  masters  of  Verona,  the  re- 
presentatives fled  to  Venice,  and  left  the  people  to  their  fate. 
Unwilling  to  surrender  at  dib>cretion,  the  Veronese  again  sent 
deputies  to  negotiate  ;  and  the  French  promised,  in  writing, 
that  religion  should  be  respected,  and  due  regard  be  paid  to  life 
and  property.  The  victors,  however,  soon  commenced  a  course 
of  depredation,  and  evinced  their  inhumanity  by  the  deliberate 
sacrifice  of  three  respectable  men,  for  having  acted  with  spirit 
in  defence  of  their  country. 

The  reduction  of  Verona  appalled  the  senate.  Vicenza  and 
other  to\^ns  were  left  to  the  intrusion  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  de- 
spairing senators,  having  given  instructions  for  the  last  time  to 
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the  officers  of  state,  discontinued  their  meetings.  Envoys  had 
been  commissioned  to  treat  with  Bonaparte  in  the  Austrian  ter- 
ritories ;  and,  when  they  sent  an  account  of  the  high  demands 
and  menaces  of  the  general,  the  senate  ceased  to  exist.  In  heu 
of  that  body,  a  new  council  began  to  act,  with  the  doge  Manini 
at  its  head. 

The  declared  intention  of  Bonaparte  to  democratise  the  Ve- 
netian government,  u  ould  have  formed  an  interesting  subject  of 
debate,  in  the  srrand  aristocratic  council  which  the  ,»  , 
doge  and  his  associates  now  convoked,  it  the  necessity 
of  compliance  had  not  appeared  to  the  assembly  to  be  so  urgent 
as  to  preclude  discussion.  It  was  decreed,  with  only  seven  dis- 
sentient votes  out  of  six  hundred  and  nineteen,  that  the  envoys 
should  be  empowered  to  adjust  with  Bonaparte  such  political 
regulations  as  mia;ht  seem  expedient.  On  the  same  day,  the  ge- 
neral issued,  at  Pal  ma  Nova,  a  violent  manifesto,  in  which  he 
accused  the  senate  (;f  having  perfidiously  encouraged  the  people 
to  murder  the  French  in  a  most  dastardly  manner,  and  declared 
that  a  government  guilty  of  so  many  outrages  ought  to  be  treat- 
ed as  the  determined  enemy  of  France,  and,  in  the  first  place, 
to  be  deprived  of  all  its  possessions  on  Terra  Firma. 

Prosecuting  their  encroachments  even  during  an  armistice, 
the  French  troops  approached  within  a  few  miles  of  Venice,  and 
excited  such  a  panic,  that  the  counsellors  of  state  were  ready  to 
surrender  even  the  capital  without  defence,  after  they  had  been 
assured  b\'  the  military  and  marine  superintendants,  that  the  ex- 
isting force  was  insufficient  to  quell  an  insurrection  which  there 
was  reason  to  apprehend,  and  that  the  fortifications  and  the  flo- 
tilla could  not  sustain  a  general  attack. 

The  treachery  of  Villetard  had  been  for  some  time  organising 
an  insurrection,  not  only  of  the  citizens,  but  also  of  the  Sclavo- 
nian  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  republic,  whom  his  emissaries 
had  endeavoured  to  persuade  that  the  government  intended  to 
deliver  them  up  to  the  French.  Inflamed  by  this  suggestion,  and 
discontented  at  the  non-payment  of  their  arrears,  those  mercena- 
ries became  clamorous  and  disorderly;  and  sanguinary  mischief 
was  dreaded  from  their  fury.  Some  of  the  counsellors  recom- 
mended an  immediate  dismission  of  the  licentious  soldiery  ;  a 
proposal  to  which  the  majority  agreed. 

Morosini,  the  director  of  the  armed  force  of  Venice,  hastened 
the  ruin  of  the  constitution  by  opening  a  negotiation  with  Ville- 
tard. The  Frenchman  advised  the  speedy  introduction  of  a  de- 
mocratic form  of  government,  as  such  a  measure  would  allay  the 
wrath  of  Bonaparte,  and  stop  the  present  hostilities.  Conditions 
dictated  by  him  were  presented  to  the  counsellors,  who  had  not 
the  spirit  to  reject  them.  The  formation  of  a  provisional  muni- 
cipality, an  invitation  to  the  people  to  elect  representatives,  an 
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amnesty  for  all  political  offences,  the  admission  of  four  thousand 
French  soldiers  into  the  city  as  a  guard  to  tlie  arsenal,  and  the 
subjection  of  the  fleet  to  the  joint  authority  of  the  French  and 
the  native  municipality,  were  the  most  important  of  these  arti- 
-[»!      ,o    cles.  A  great  council  being  called  for  the  ratification 

■^  'of  these  degrading  terms,  the  doge  exhorted  the  no- 
bles to  resign  their  pow  er,  rather  than  expose  their  country  to  the 
combined  evils  of  external  attack  and  internal  insurrection. 
Little  opposition  was  made  to  the  proposal ;  and,  when  it  was 
put  to  the  vote,  the  calculators  of  the  suffrages  called  out,  that 
five  hundred  and  twelve  favored  it,  and  only  twenty  dissented 
from  it.  A  party  of  V  enetian  ofiicers,  hearing  that  the  decrees 
of  abdication  had  passed,  cried  out,  Viva  la  Liberta!  but  the  in- 
dignant populace  exclaimed  in  reply.  Viva  San  Marco  ! 

Enraged  at  the  overthrow  of  the  constitution  by  foreign  arti- 
fice and  violence,  the  multitude  carried  the  sacred  images  of  the 
tutelar  saint  of  Venice  in  triumph  to  St.  Mark's  place,  and  placed 
them  on  the  pedestals  of  the  three  great  standards  of  the  repub- 
lic. Villetard  and  his  countrymen  were  bitterly  reviled  ;  and 
wishes  were  eagerly  expressed,  that  some  courageous  and  patri- 
otic noblen^an  would  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  friends  of 
Venetian  independence.  Every  person  of  distinction  declined 
the  dangerous  pre-eminence.  Thus  unsupported,  the  populace 
gained  nothing  by  riot  and  tumult.  Some  houses  were  destroy- 
ed, and  depredations  committed  :  but,  u  hen  the  expiring  ad- 
ministration had  interfered  for  the  restoration  of  order,  even  the 
spoils  collected  amidst  the  temporary  prevalence  of  disorder 
were  for  the  most  part  delivered  up. 

Venice,  insulted  and  oppressed,  bowed  her  head  to  the  doom 
that  awaited  her.  She  quietly  received  her  pretended  protec- 
tors ;  suffered  her  treasures  to  be  seized,  her  institutions  to  be 
suppressed,  and  her  religion  to  be  profaned.  Her  constitution 
certainly  required  reform  :  but  the  remedy  offered  by  French 
quackery  was  worse  than  the  disease.  An  able  and  patriotic 
statesman  might  have  gradually  alleviated  the  disorders  of  the 
state  :  but  the  rashness  and  violence  of  revolutionary  politicians 
of  the  French  school,  introduced  greater  evils  than  those  w  hich 
were  removed,  and,  for  every  abuse  diat  was  corrected,  substi- 
tuted a  multiplicity  of  grievances.  They  had  not  sufficient  judg- 
ment for  genuine  reform,  or  sufficient  humanity  to  provide  for 
the  welfure  of  the  people. 

After  the  fall  of  Venice,  Genoa  could  not  expect  to  retain  its 
ind'^pendcnce.  Its  senate,  from  timidity,  had  l(jiig  favored  the 
French  amidst  a  nominal  neutraliiy  :  but  its  meanness  did  not 
corriliate  the  directory.  Jacobin  cln'>s,  (organised  by  Gallic 
emissar'es,  paved  the  way  for  a  rev^;lutionar)  change,  li  uas 
apirmed  (as  Paine  said  of  Great  Britain)  that  Genoa  had  no 
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constitution  ;  and  hence  it  was  concluded  that  French  interfe- 
rence was  necessary  for  the  welfiire  of  the  state.  lustirrated  by 
Favpoult,  the  French  envoy,  a  party  of  the  Genoese  rabble,  with 
the  aid  of  incendiaries  from  France  and  the  Cisalpine  «*  ^| 
republic,  excited  a  tumult,  took  possession  of  the  city  ^ 
gates  and  the  arsenal,  elected  new  magistrates,  and  demanded 
a  democratic  constitution.  The  terrified  senate,  having  in  vain 
made  proposalsof  compromise  and  accommodation,  seemed  rea- 
dy to  abdicate  its  power,  when  the  tradesmen  and  respectable 
inhabitants  requested  to  be  armed  and  led  against  the  insurgents. 
Having  taken  a  great  quantity  of  arms  from  the  arsenal,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  opposition  of  the  malcontents,  they  swore  upon  their 
cannon  that  they  would  rescue  their  country  froni  the  rude  grasp 
of  revolutionists.  They  fought  with  such  spirit,  that  the  ban- 
ditti were  put  to  flight :  but  this  dispersion  of  the  populace  did 
not  secure  the  existing  government.  Morando,  a  self-proclaim- 
ed president  of  the  people,  made  application,  in  concert  with 
Faypoult,  to  the  French  troops  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  gene- 
ral Rusca  marched  with  one  division  to  the  gates  of  the  city, 
while  Sahuguet  encamped  with  another  at  an  inconsiderable  dis- 
tance. The  senate  authorised  three  of  its  members  to  frame 
new  political  regulations  with  the  concurrence  of  Bonaparte; 
and  the  appellation  of  the  Ligurian  republic  was  substituted  to 
that  of  Genoa^^* 

To  the  democratised  republics  of  Venice  and  Genoa,  Bona- 
parte was  not  more  attentive  than  to  the  Milanese  state,  to 
which  he  had  given  the  appellation  of  the  Cis-Alpine  republic, 
and  in  which  the  newly  formed  Trans-Padane  and  Cis-Padane 
governments  were  absorbed.  This  he  considered  as  his  own 
oflfspring  ;  and  he  was  particularly  pleased  with  the  opportunity 
of  augmenting  it  by  the  incorporation  of  the  Mantuan  territories. 

Spain  was  soon  punished  for  having  entered  into  a  connexion 
-with  France,  at  the  instigation  of  the  duke  of  Alcudia,  styled  the 
prince  of  peace.  She  lost  eight  of  her  largest  ships,  and  an  im- 
portant colony.  Four  of  those  vessels  were  captured  by  admiral 
Jervis  near  Cape  St.  Vincent.  Havino;  observed  a  larre  fleet 
at  a  distance,  he  quickened  sail  that  the  might  reach  and  encoun- 
ter it.  So  great  was  the  disparity  of  force,  that  very  serious 
danger  attended  a  conflict :  but  skill  and  judgment,  on  the  part 
of  the  English,  compensated  the  inequality  of  numbers.  By  an 
artful  manoiuvre^  nine  ships,  forming  a  third  part  of  the  Spanish 
fleet  were  precluded,  by  a  separation  of  the  line,  from  co-ojse- 
rating  with  the  rest;  and  fifteen  sail  then  engaL^ed  the  remuininp 
eighteen.  Captain  Nelson  established  iiis  fame  by  the  courage 
and  conduct  which  he  displayed  on  this  occasion.  He  ably  as- 

31  History  of  the  Csimpfrign  of  1797, 
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sisted  in  debarring  the  secluded  ships  from  action,  and  in  pro- 
moting the  defeat  of  the  main  body  of  tlie  fleet ;  and  he  boarded 
two  vessels  with  undaunted  alacrity, — The  other  loss  which  I 
mentioned,  was  sustained  at  Trinidad.  Not  only  the  island  was 
surrendered  by  the  Spaniards,  but  they  set  fire  to  three  of  their 
own  ships  of  the  line,  and  one  was  captured  by  the  English^^ 

Porto  Rico  in  the  West  Indies,  and  TenerifFe,  one  of  the  Ca- 
nary islands,  were  attacked,  but  not  reduced.  The  port  of  Cadiz 
was  insulted  by  a  blockade,  and  the  town  was  injured  by  bombs; 
but  the  strength  of  the  place  precluded  the  hope  of  conquest. 

The  Dutch  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  been  disappointed  in 
their  aims  for  the  recovery  of  the  Cape,  and  had  been  dej)rived 
of  three  ships  of  the  line,  besides  four  frigates.  A  much  greater 
loss  now  befell  them  on  their  own  coast.  An  English  squadron, 
of  superior  force,  made  way  between  their  fleet  and  a  lee  shore, 
and,  for  three  hours  and  a  half,  fought  with  great  fury.  Out  of 
fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  eleven  struck:  but,  from  the  irregularity 
of  the  engagement,  and  the  necessity  of  devoting  particular  at- 
tention to  the  means  of  avoiding  the  dangers  of  the  shore,  all 
could  not  be  brought  off'by  the  victors,  who  took,  however,  nine 
of  the  number,  besides  two  frigates.  In  seven  of  the  British 
vessels,  seven  hundred  and  seven  men  were  killed  or  wounded; 
in  the  rest,  only  forty-four.  The  Dutch  victims  and  the  dis- 
abled or  maimed,  more  than  doubled  that  number". 

The  progress  of  the  war,  while  it  enriched  individuals,  and 
extended  the  boundaries  of  the  republic,  had  involved  the  French 
finances  in  extreme  disorder,  and  impoverished  the  nation.  The 
directors  did  not  take  proper  measures  for  remedying  the  evil ; 
and,  indeed,  their  general  administration  was  neither  honorable 
to  themselves  nor  beneficial  to  the  community.  Their  efforts, 
however,  secured  internal  peace;  and,  though  another  conspira- 
cy (if  credit  may  be  given  to  their  own  statement)  was  formed 
against  them,  they  soon  discovered  and  bafiled  it.  They  inti- 
mated to  the  two  councils^*,  that  a  plan  had  been  devised  for  the 
subversion  of  the  government ;  that  Dunan,  Brotier,  Poly,  and 
La  Ville  Heurnois,  had  been  arrested  for  their  concern  in  it ; 
and  that  the  papers  which  had  been  seized  would  demonstrate 
the  extent  and  the  dangerous  nature  of  the  conspiracy.  Ramel 
and  Malo,  two  officers  who  were  supposed  by  the  malcontents 
to  be  friendly  to  the  scheme,  had  obtained  a  communication  of 
the  particulars,  and  had  imparted  their  discoveries  to  Cochon, 
the  minister  of  police.  It  appeared,  that  the  exiled  claimant  of 
the  French  throne  had  many  agents  w  ho  look  every  opportunity 

S2  GazcltP  of  >rr>rc>»  3  ami  27,  1707— Tlie  Uth  of  F.brunrv  was  llie  day  of  victory. 
oS  Gazette  of  Oct.  16.     Tlie  engag^einenl  was  on  the  llili. 
34  On  tl<e  3d  of  February. 
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of  proinotin.^  his  cause  ;  but  the  pretended  plot  was  rather  a 
tissue  of  factious  suggestions  and  intrigues  than  a  dehberate  con- 
spiracy. The  pubhc  ridiculed  the  affair  as  a  chimera,  and  call- 
ed for  lenity  in  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners.  A  council  of  war 
pronounced  them  guilty;  but,  alleging  that  the  frankness  of  their 
confessions,  and  other  extenuating  circumstances,  rendered  ca- 
pital severity  impolitic,  the  government  commuted  the  pain  oi 
death  into  the  confinement  of  the  two  first  for  ten  years,  the  third 
for  five,  and  the  fourth  for  one  year3^ 

As  the  annual  renewal  of  a  third  of  each  council  was  ordained 
by  the  constitution,  the  directors  were  apprehensive  that  the 
elections  might  be  unfavorable  to  the  inordinate  influence  which 
they  wished  to  obtain.     The  result  justified  their  fears  ;  and 
they  were  involved  in  frequent  disputes  with  the  two  assemblies. 
Barthelemi,  who  was  recalled  from  Switzerland  to  a  seat  in  the 
directory,  on  the  ejection  of  Le-Tourneur  by  lot,  was  disposed 
to  join  Carnot  against  Reubel,  Barras,  and  Lepaux  ;  and  the 
majority  of  eacli  council,  thus  encouraged  by  a  division  among 
the  members  of  the  executive  department,  continued  their  op- 
position to  the  misgovernment  of  Reubel  and  his  bold  associ- 
ates, who  had  formed  various  schemes  of  tyranny  and  violence. 
When  the  intentions  of  the  executive  leaders  were  sufficient!}- 
known  to  justify  the  adduction  of  a  formal  charge  against  them, 
some  members  of  the  anti-directorial  party  proposed,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  a  committee  of  inspection,  that  a  vote  of  arrest  should  be 
demanded  from  the  council  of  five  hundred  :  but  the  majority 
had  not  courage  to  make  the  attack,  and  blamed  VVillot  and  De- 
la- Rue  for  wishing  to  be  the  aggressors.     Carnot  was  solicited 
to  take  an  active  part  with  the  malcontents;  but  he  excused  him- 
self, pretending  that  their  intrigues  were  too  obviously  influenced 
by  royalists.     Bourdon  de  FOise  proposed  vigorous  measures, 
as  the  only  means  of  averting  the  storm  which  would  otherwise 
overwhelm  the  most  respectable  representatives;  but  his  advice 
was  ridiculed  and  disregarded. 

Merlin  of  Douay  proposed  that  the  directors  Carnot  and  Bar- 
thelemi, and  many  members  of  the  two  councils,  should  be  accus- 
ed of  conspiring  against  the  government,  and  arrested.  Sotin,  the 
minister  of  police,  hinted,  that  they  ought  to  be  shot  without  he- 
sitation :  but  La-Reveilleie  dissented  from  this  violent  o 
proposal.  Barthelemi  was  seized  in  his  bed,  and  con-  "  ' 
veyed  to  the  Temple.  A  body  of  soldiers,  marching  to  the  place 
where  the  delegated  inspectors  and  some  other  deputies  v.ere  as- 
sembled, seemed  unwilling  to  execute  the  arbitrary  ordersjwhich 
they  had  received  ;  but  general  Augereau  and  his  chief  officers 
rushed  into  the  apartment,  wounded  Rovere,  Pichegru,  and  De- 
La-Rue,  and  arrested  the  whole  committee,  except  Dumas,  whc 

S5  Des-Odoards^  chap.  51,  52. 
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escaped  by  pretending  to  be  an  officer  upon  duty.  Notwith- 
standing the  blockade  of  the  Thiiilleries,  about  thirty  members 
of  the  council  of  five  hundred  took  their  seats  in  the  hall,  Simeon 
acting  as  president.  An  order  for  their  departure  arrived  from 
the  general.  They  declared  that  they  would  not  submit  to  it: 
but  when  they  were  threatened  with  military  execution,  Simeon, 
protesting  against  the  outrage,  dissolved  the  assembly.  As  the 
deputies  were  retiring,  Aubry  was  seized  and  carried  off. 
Kighty  members  met  in  a  private  house,  and  began  to  prepare 
an  address  to  the  nation  :  but,  hearing  tiiat  an  armed  force  had 
invested  the  house,  of  Lafond  Ladebat,  president  of  the  other 
council,  and  had  seized  seven  deputies,  they  thought  it  prudent 
to  adjourn".-"' 

Meeting  under  the  influence  of  terror,  in  places  appointed  by 
the  directory,  a  considerable  part  of  each  council  adopted  the 
views  of  the  tyrants.  Sieyes  and  other  members,  being  com- 
missioned to  inquire  into  the  schemes  of  the  malcontents,  re- 
ported that  an  anti-republican  conspiracy  was  fully  proved,  and 
that  the  state  was  seriously  endangered  by  the  intrigues  of  roy- 
alists, who  wished  to  re-estal)lish  the  old  7-eifime  with  all  its 
abuses  ;  and  they  recommended  exile  as  a  mild  punishment  for 
men  whose  guilt  deserved  all  the  rigors  of  the  law.  The  indi- 
viduals marked  cut  for  this  punishment  were  sixty-four  in  num- 
ber, chiefly  deputies,  among  whom  were  Pichegru,  Des-Mo- 
iieres,  Boissi  d'xA.n^£^las,  La-Riviere,  Bourdon,  Pastoret,  Villa- 
ret  Joyeuse,  Simeon,  Rovere,  and  Lafond.  Pichegru  and  some 
olliers  were  inclined  to  restore  royalty  ;  but  the  majority  of  the 
proscribed  members  do  not  appear  to  have  aimed  at  any  uncon- 
stitutional object.  They  wished  to  give  to  the  councils  their 
proper  sway,  and  repress  the  tyranny  of  the  directory  :  but  this 
was  a  great  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the  triumvirate.  Both  assem- 
blies joined  in  the  vote  of  exile  ;  and  the  directory  ordered  that 
the  colonial  province  of  Guiana  should  receive  the  supposed 
enemies  of  the  mother-country.  "  Guiana,"  said  Bailleul,  one 
of  the  abettors  of  the  triumphant  party,  with  a  smile  of  deri- 
sion, "  is  a  fine  country  ;  and  there  is  nothing  very  alarming  in 
the  proposed  transportation^^ 

The  prisoners  were  harshly  treated  before  their  embarkation : 
in  their  voyage  they  had  little  accommodation  ;  and,  when  they 
reached  the  colony,  they  were  subjected  to  various  deprivations 
and  rigorous  usage.  They  found  the  inhuman  Billaud  de  Va- 
rennes  in  good  health  ;  but  there  were  few  of  the  strangers  who 
could  long  boast  of  that  blessing.     Many  fell  victims  to  the  in- 

35  Anecdotes  Secretes  SUV  la  Revolution  du  dix-huit  Fructidor,  ct  Nouvi-aux  Memoires 
desIX>\»oi'tesa  laGuiatie. 

37  Anecdotes  Secretes. — Des-Odoards,  chap.  6'J. — Many  of  the  obnoxious  deputies  escap- 
ed Uic  staicli  of  the  officers  of  government;  and  some  were  saved  by  an  erasure  of  iheh* 
ijjimcs  lioiu  the  list. 
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salubrity  of  the  climate.  Barthelemi,  Piches^rii,  Ramel,  Willot, 
and  four  others,  at  len^^th  escaped  in  a  boat  to  the  colony  of  Su- 
rinam; and  some  of  these  fus^jtives  even  found  their  way  to  En- 
gland, where  thev  received  protection  from  British  humanity. 

The  injustice  of  the  directory  requires  no  comment.  The  tri- 
umvirs boasted  of  their  cletneucy  in  only  banishint^  men  u  ho 
(they  falsely  said)  "  would  not  have  spared  the  lives  of  any  re- 
piblicans  •/'  but  they  were  si;fRciently  aware  that  a  removal  to 
the  swamps  of  Sinamari  and  Cayenne  would  in  many  instances 
be  a  death-warrant.  They  were,  perhaps,  as  willing  as  Robes-, 
pierre  himself  to  shed  l)lood,  but  they  were  apprehensive  of  the 
effects  of  that  Q:eneral  <xlium  which  would  follow  a  revival  ot 
sanguinary  proscription. 

In  lieu  of  the  displaced  directors,  Merlin  and  Francois  de 
Neufchateau  were  chosed  by  the  legislature  ;  and,  f')r  the  pleni- 
potentiaries employed  at  Lisle  before  the  explosion  of  J:*  ;obini- 
cal  vengeance,  Treilhard  and  Bonnier  were  substituted  by  Reu- 
bel  and  his  associates.  The  new  diplomatists  received  such 
instructions  as  soon  put  an  end  to  the  negotiation.  Lord 
Malmesbury  was  contemptuously  dismissed,  because  he  was 
not  empowered  to  agree  to  a  complete  restitution  of  conquests. 

The  failure  of  this  negotiation  did  not  obstruct  the  conclusion 
of  a  definitive  treaty  with  Austria.  The  emperor  was  earnestly 
desirous  of  recovering  Mantua  ;  but  the  directory  w^ould  not  re- 
sign so  important  an  acquisition.  He  ceased  to  be  very  impor- 
tunate for  it,  when  Venice  was  offered  to  him.  By  the  terms  of 
the  treaty,  now  signed  at  Campo-Formio,  he  was  allow-  ^  _ 
ed  to  become  master  of  the  Venetian  capital,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  Terra  Firma  of  the  late  republic  ;  but  Ber- 
gamo and  other  provinces  near  the  Milanese  were  to  be  annexed 
to  the  Cis-Alpine  state  ;  and  the  French  were  to  possess  Corfu, 
with  the  neighbouring  islands,  and  the  Albanian  establishments 
below  the  gulf  of  Lodrino.  The  Netherlands  were  ceded  to  the 
French ;  the  Brisgaw  was  transferred  to  the  duke  of  Modena  ; 
and  the  limits  of  France  were  extended  to  the  Rhine. 

The  treachery  of  the  French  towards  Venice  cannot  be  men- 
tioned without  the  warmth  of  censure  by  any  historian  who  aims 
at  an  honorable  character.  They  complained,  indeed  of  the 
aggression  of  the  people,  and  chastised  them  for  alleged  acts  of 
outrage  ;  but,  in  promoting  a  pretended  reform  of  the  govern- 
ment, they  professed  themselves  the  friends  and  protectors  of 
the  Venetian  community,  and  the  substitutors  of  freedom  and 
happiness  for  slavery  and  misery.  Yet,  after  these  professions, 
they  transferred  the  nation  to  the  yoke  of  a  prince  whom  they 
had  constantly  branded  as  a  despot  and  a  tyrant.  Was  this  an 
act  of  friendship  and  protection  ?  assuredly  not :  it  was  such 

Vol.  V,  Y  v 
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conduct  as  could  only  have  been  expected  from  men  who  were 
destitute  of  fixed  principles  of  policy,  and  uninfluenced  by  a 
sense  of  honor,  justice,  or  equity. 

As  the  emperor  was  more  intent  nn  the  acquisition  of  territo- 
ry than  on  the  |)roper  s^overnment  of  his  dominions,  he  was  far 
from  beine:  satisfied  w  ith  the  treaty.  He  particularly  lamented 
the  loss  of 'he  Milanese  and  Mantuan  provinces;  without  which, 
hethovio^ht,  his  share  of  the  spoils  of  the  Venetian  rei)ublic  would 
be  insecure.  He  consoled  himself,  however,  with  the  hope  of  a 
change  in  the  fortune  of  the  French,  against  whom  the  tide 
mi[j^ht  suddenly  turn. 

This  treaty  had  not  long  been  concluded,  when  the  king  of 
Prussia,  who  neither  promoted  nor  checked  it,  and  who  seemed 
for  some  years  to  have  withdrawn  himself  from  the  general  po 
Nov  Ifi  ^'^'^'^  ^f  Europe,  died  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his 
age.  The  conduct  of  this  monarch  w  as  not,  in  gene- 
ral honorable  and  exemplary.  Self-interest  was  too  frequently 
his  guide  ;  and  a  regard  to  good  faith  formed  no  part  of  his  po- 
litical creed.  His  propensity  to  despotism  induced  him  to  coun- 
teract the  early  efforts  of  the  French  revolutionists;  and  his 
versatility  ot  disposition  prompted  him  to  conclude  peace  with 
them,  even  when  their  views  became  more  openly  dangerous 
and  alarming.  His  treatment  of  the  Polanders  indicated  shame- 
less rapacity  and  perfidy;  and  his  desertion  of  different  princes 
and  nations  deprived  him  of  all  title  to  respect.  His  private  life 
Mas  degraded  by  dissipation  and  debauchery  :  the  dignity  of 
the  sovereign  was  lost  in  voluptuous  excesses. 


LETTER  XIV. 


Histonj  of  Europe^  to  the  Usurpation  of  the  chief  Power  in 
France^  by  Bonaparte ^  in  1799. 

THE  continental  war  in  Europe  being  closed,  after  six 
sanguinary  campaigns,  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies 
alone  remained  to  employ  the  arms  of  the  enterprising  republic. 
If  the  French  had  been  seriously  impressed  with  ideas  of  the 
moral  and  Christian  duty  of  abstaining  from  human  slaughter, 
they  would  have  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  reverting 
to  the  arts  of  peace,  and  have  exulted  in  the  hope  of  consolida- 
ting their  government,  improving  their  means  of  prosperity,  and 
perfecting,  as  far  as  the  limited  wisdom  of  their  species  would 
allow,  their  revolution  and  their  reform.  But  such  views  did 
not  suit  their  feelings  or  their  passions.     They  were  inflamed 
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with  animosity  asijainst  anti  republican  Britain  ;  and  the  confi- 
dent hope  of  crushing  her,  invigorated  their  resentment.  It"  our 
nation  had  inhabited  the  continent,  incessant  attacks  from  nu- 
merous hordes  of  ferocious  revolutionists  might  have  over- 
whelmed all  resistance:  but  an  insular  kingdom,  defended  by  a 
predominant  navy,  may  support  itself  amidst  the  wreck  of  con- 
tinental states.  Providence,  I  may  add,  waves  over  us  its  pro- 
tecting arm,  and  enables  us  to  maintain  our  independence  and 
our  |)ONver. 

Menaces  of  speedy  invasion  were  now  thrown  out  by  the  di- 
rectory. Troops  uere  assembled  on  the  coasts  of  Flanders  and 
Normandy,  under  the  insulting  denomination  of  *  the  army  of 
England  ;'  and  Bonaparte  was  ordered  to  take  the  command, 
that  the  haughty  islanders  might  be  severely  chastised  and  ef- 
fectually humbled.  But  that  bold  and  fortunate  general  was 
destined  for  other  scenes  of  action.  He  wished  to  be  previously 
employed  in  extending  the  fame  of  the  French  arms  along  the 
banks  of  the  Nile,  and  In  organising  a  republican  government 
among  the  Copts  and  the  Mamelouks,  not  without  an  eye  to  the 
invasion  of  British  India  by  troops  sent  through  the  Persian  ter- 
ritories. The  latter  prospect  was  indeed  distant,  but  not  too 
remote  for  the  eventual  grasp  of  ambition. 

The  boasts  and  the  threats  of  the  French  did  not  intimidate 
either  the  ministry  or  the  people  of  Great  Britain-  Measures 
of  precaution  and  defence,  however,  were  not  neglected  ;  and 
the  enemy  prudently  declined  all  invasive  attempts  upon  this 
island. 

For  the  setdement  of  all  disputes  between  France  and  the 
Germanic  body,  and  the  assignment  of  indemnities  to  such 
princes  as  might  otherwise  suffer  from  Gallic  encroachment  and 
usurpation,  a  congress  now  took  place  at  Rastadt :  but  like 
other  meetings  of  the  same  kind,  it  was  not  productive  of  the 
desired  effect. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  British  parliament,  amidst  varied  deli- 
berations, marked  a  new  session  with  financial  novelties.  The 
magnitude  of  the  annual  loans  had  swelled  the  national  debt 
to  buch  an  enormous  amount,  that  even  the  prodigal  minister 
began  to  apprehend  danger  from  the  continuance  of  the  practice 
of  funding,  unless  future  loans  should  be  reduced  within  mode- 
rate bounds.  He  therefore  proposed,  that  a  considerable  part 
of  the  supplies  should  be  raised  by  an  immediate  tax,  and  that 
only  twelve  millions  should  be  borrowed.  Thenew demand  was 
adjusted  by  the  proportion  of  the  assessed  taxes.  Some  were 
required  to  pay,  besides  the  assessment  of  the  current  year,  a 
threefold  rate  ;  others,  a  quadruple,  and  some  e\  en  a  quintuple 
rate  ;  hut,  from  the  proportion  paid  by  the  greater  number, 
the  tax  was  usually  denominated  the  triple  assessment.     This 
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extraordinary  requisition  was  a  severe  biirlhen  to  the  public ; 
but  those  who  complaimed  of  it  were  stigmatised  as  Jacobins. 
I  ou,o;ht  to  add,  that  an  exemption  from  the  new  impost  was 
allowed  to  every  one  who  had  not  sixty  pounds  of  annual  in- 
come; that  only  a  small  proportional  addition  was  exacted  from 
persons  who  had  less  than  two  hundred  pounds  a-year;  and  that 
no  one  was  required  to  pay  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  his  income. 
To  soothe  and  flatter  the  people  amidst  these  burthens,  the 
kinp;  ordered  a  public  thanksgiviui^  ;  and  the  whole  royal  fa- 
mily, with  the  lords  and  commons,  attended  divine  service  at 
St.  Paul's  church.  The  naval  colours  taken  from  the  French, 
Spanish,  and  Dutch,  were  carried  along  th.e  streets  by  seamen 
who  had  contributed  to  the  splendid  victories  obtained  by  Howe, 
Jervis,  and  Duncan.  Appropriate  sermons  were  preached  on 
the  occasion  in  the  numerous  churches  of  the  realm  ;  and  the 
day  was  closed  with  general  festivity. 

,-gp  As  the  French,  in  the  infancy  of  their  republic, 
had  promoted  the  public  cause  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions, the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  now  followed  the  exam- 
ples of  patriotic  liberality.  Not  only  the  nobles  and  the  gentry, 
but  the  lower  orders  of  the  community,  gave  different  sums  for 
the  service  of  the  state.  Even  many  of  those  who  disapproved 
the  war,  and  considered  the  public  money  as  wantonly  mis- 
spent, sent  to  the  treasury  a  portion  of  their  savings.  From 
an  opulent  nation,  it  might  have  been  expected  that  the  con- 
tributions would  have  been  more  ample  than  they  were  ;  but,  if 
the  enormity  of  concomitant  taxation  be  considered,  the  dona- 
tions w  ill  not  appear  trifling. 

The  redemption  of  the  land-tax  was  another  new  scheme  of 
Mr.  Pitt.  A  more  correct  and  honourable  financier  would  have 
endeavoured  to  equalise  that  impost ;  but  because  the  parlia- 
ment had  suffered  it  to  remain  unequal  for  so  long  a  period, 
he  seemed  to  think  that  it  ought  to  continue  so  for  ever.  Al- 
though it  was  at  first  intended  only  for  a  temporary  tax,  he 
proposed  that  it  should  be  rendered  perpetual,  and  redeemed 
by  the  payment  of  stock.  If  the  proprietor  was  unwilling  to 
redeem  it,  any  person  was  at  liberty  to  purchase  it.  This 
plan,  said  the  minister,  would  tend  to  maintain  the  credit  of 
stock,  by  taking  eighty  millions  from  the  capital,  and  would 
afford  landed  security  in  exchange  for  that  of  the  funds'. 

The  supplies  which  were  deemed  requisite  for  the  year  were 
about  t\^enty-five  millions  and  a  half.  As  1  have  not  usually 
mentioned  the  amount  of  the  annual  exactions,  I  merely  state 
this  en  passant  J  to  show  the  similarity  of  estimate  between  Great 

1  The  scheme  has  been  merely  in  progress  from  that  time  to  tlie  present  daj,  as  there 
are  many  landholders  who  are  not  convinctd  of  its  advantages. 
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Gritain  and  France  for  the  year  1798.  Cretet,  in  enumerating- 
the  various  exigencies  of  the  republic,  represented  about  twenty- 
five  milhons  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  pounds  sterling 
as  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  government  and  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  before  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, demanded  an  additional  sum  of  three  millions. 

The  French  had  occasional  recourse  to  Holland  for  pecunia- 
ry accommodation  ;  but  the  Dutch  were  found  less  subservient 
than  Gallic  arrogance  desired.  It  was  therefore  resolved,  that 
the  ties  of  fraternity  should  be  so  closely  drawn  as  to  include 
full  dependence  on  the  part  of  the  Batavian  republic.  Military 
force  was  preferred,  on  this  occasion,  to  the  mildness  of  exhor- 
tation. Midderich,  president  of  the  Dutch  convention,  held  a 
consultation  with  some  other  partisans  of  the  French  directory ; 
and  orders  were  given  for  the  arrest  of  six  individu-  t  ^n 
als  belonging  to  the  committee  of  foreign  aftliirs. 
Twenty-one  members  of  the  national  assembly  were  then  ex- 
pelled by  a  plurality  of  suffrages ;  and  considerable  changes 
were  made  among  the  administrative  bodies.  These  violent 
proceedings  were  defended  in  an  address  to  the  public,  as  ne- 
cessary for  the  frustration  of  the  schemes  of  the  Orange  party. 
The  purified  assembly  now  commanded  a  new  constitutional 
code  to  be  prepared,  resembling  that  which  had  been  last  fram- 
ed for  the  French;  and  the  people  were  constrained  to  acquiesce 
in  these  arrangements.  In  the  following  summer,  some  other 
changes  took  place.  New  directors  of  the  government  were 
appointed  by  the  influence  of  the  army  ;  and  the  assembly  un- 
derwent a  new  purification. 

The  attention  of  the  Gallic  directory  was  not  confined  to  the 
territories  bordering  upon  France  :  the  pope's  dominions  were 
now  subjected  to  equal  or  greater  tyranny.  The  treaty  impjo- 
sed  upon  the  pontiff  in  the  preceding  year  by  a  revolutionary 
general,  was  an  act  of  flagitious  violence  and  shameless  rapa- 
city. Neither  he  nor  his  employers  had  any  shadow  of  right 
thus  to  treat  a  sovereign  pontift'  or  an  independent  prince.  The 
seizure  of  the  whole  ecclesiastical  state  was  such  a  sequel  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  French  marauders  ;  but  no  ad- 
vocate of  sound  political  morality  can  presume  or  pretend  to 
justify  it.  A  sense  of  gratitude  would  have  prompted  them,  af- 
ter they  had  seized  three  provinces,  to  secure  the  compliant 
pontift'  in  the  possession  of  the  remainder,  and  defend  him 
against  all  attacks.  But  unprincipled  amlVition  disdains  to  be 
guided  by  that  vulgar  quality.  The  overthrow  of  a  long-estii- 
blished  government  was  more  suited  to  the  revolutionary  spin?': 
and  a  course  of  spoliation  was  more  consistent  u-ith  the  orcli 
nary  practice  of  the  directory. 

After  the  peace  of  Tolentino,  revolutionary  opinions  wer^-  jjrr- 
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pagated  at  Rome  by  disaffected  citizens,  some  of  whom  were 
comiTiiuecl  to  .orison.  Tliese  (offenders  were  released  at  the  in- 
terc'.ssion  of  Ji)seph  Bonaparte,  who,  beinj^  sent  to  that  city  as 
ambassador  from  the  French  repubhc,  encouraged  all  malcon- 
tents to  prosecute  their  seditious  schemes.  Within  the  precinct 
allotted  to  him  as  a  public  minister  (and  theroFore  exempt  from 
the  crontroul  of  the  government,)  the  populace  began  to  assem- 
ble, and,  after  receiving  French  cockades  and  money,  seized 
the  arms  that  were  kept  in  the  guard-houses,  and  endeavoured 
to  secure  a  bridge  :  but  a  patrole  of  horse,  attacking  the  riot- 
ers, soon  drove  them  back  toward  the  ambassador's  palace.  He 
and  his  friends  rushed  out ;  and,  as  the  cavalry  fired  upon  the 
mob,  a  general  officer  named  Duphot  was  killed.  Joseph  and 
his  suite  now  retired  from  the  ecclesiastical  state  ;  and  the  j)ope 
foresaw  that  this  accident,  notwithstanding  every  apology  and 
offer  of  satisfaction  on  his  part,  would  be  made  a  pretence  for 
hostility  ^ 

Instead  of  calling  out  the  male  adults  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  his  holiness  seemed  disposed  to  trust  to  spiritual  arms. 
He  ordered  three  of  the  most  sacred  reliques  in  the  catholic  es- 
tablishment to  be  carried  in  pompous  procession  to  St.  Peter's 
church  and  exhibited  on  the  altar  for  eight  days,  that  the  peo- 
ple might  venerate  them  with  devout  zeal,  and  implore  the  di- 
vine assistance  amidst  the  solemnities  of  the  Romish  ritual  and 
the  effusions  of  a  contrite  heart.  "  These  are  our  arms  (said 
the  pontiff,)  holy  and  pacific  arms,  because  they  inflict  not 
death,  but  tend  to  procure  eternal  life  for  every  one  who  will 
make  a  proper  use  of  them,  and  not  unfrequently,  even  in  this 
world,  enable  pious  Christians  to  withstand  violence  and  op- 
pression." 

Willing  to  try  the  effect  of  negotiation,  the  pope  requested 
prince  Belmonte,  the  Neapolitan  minister  at  Rome,  to  treat 
with  Berthier,  whose  approach  was  dreaded.  The  general  pro- 
mised due  respect  to  the  papal  government,  and  declared  that 
he  only  intended  to  chastise  the  authors  and  abettors  of  the  mur- 
der of  Duphot.  Deputies  were  soon  after  sent  for  the  same 
purpose,  but  were  not  honoured  with  an  audience.  A  procla- 
mation was  now  issued  from  the  Vatican,  desiring  the  people 
not  to  give  the  least  cause  of  offence  to  the  French,  who  had 
disclairned  all  hostile  intentions.  The  republican  host,  advan- 
cing to  Rome  procured  an  immediate  surrender  of  the  castle  of 
St.'Angelo,  took  possession  of  all  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  de- 
tained some  cardinals  and  nobles,  as  hostages  for  the  peaceable 
behaviour  of  the  inhabitants,  and  for  the  grant  of  pecuniary  aid 
and  general  relief  to  the  foreign  troops. 

2  Dujipa's  Brief  account  of  the  SubFer»iofv  of  llic  PapRl  Government,  section  1. 
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Berthier,  disregarding  his  promise,  prepared  to  abolish  the 
papal  government.  An  invitation  being  sent  to  him  from  his 
partizans  in  the  city,  he  proceeded  to  the  Capitoline  Hill,  and 
thus  apostrophised  some  of  those  parsonages  whose  merits  had 
ennobled  the  ancient  republic  '*  Shades  of  Pompey,  p^j^  ,  ^ 
of  Cato,  of  Brutus,  of  Cicero,  of  Hortensius!  who  so 
often  on  this  spot  defended  the  rights  of  the  people,  deign  to  re- 
ceive the  homage  of  Gallic  freemen,  who  are  come  to  re-esta- 
blish the  altars  of  liberty,  erected  by  the  first  Brutus."  He 
then,  by  a  proclamation,  restored  the  republic  ;  declared  it  to 
be  an  independent  state,  under  the  especial  protection  of  the 
French  army;  and  sanctioned  the  provisional  government  which 
had  been  previously  concerted  between  him  and  the  chief  mal- 
contents. The  tree  of  liberty  was  planted  before  the  statue  of 
Marcus  Aurelius,  not  amidst  general  acclamations,  but  only 
vvitli  the  shouts  of  a  small  party  of  the  natives. 

The  unfortunate  Pius  was  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  his 
election  to  the  pontifical  dignity,  when  two  officers  entered  the 
chapel  in  which  he  was  enthroned,  and  announced  the  termina- 
tion of  his  power.  His  Swiss  guards  were  dismissed,  and  he 
was  placed  under  the  protection  of  republican  soldiers.  The 
cardinals  were  deprived  of  their  authority  and  possessions,  and 
were  obliged  to  sine^  Te  Deum  Laudamiis  for  the  change  by 
which  they  were  degraded  and  ruined^. 

The  new  government  was  exercised  by  seven  native  consuls, 
by  whom  six  ministers  of  state  and  of  justice  were  appointed. 
For  the  correction  of  the  ancient  code  and  the  formation  of  new 
laws,  which,  however,  were  not  to  be  carried  into  effect  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  French  general,  deputies  were  cho- 
sen by  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  provinces,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  every  aggregate  of  thirty  thousand  persons. 
Rapine  now  became  the  order  of  the  day.  The  Vatican  was 
stripped  of  its  valuable  contents  ;  the  churches  were  pillaged : 
and  not  only  the  effects  of  foreigners  whose  sovereigns  were  at 
war  with  France,  were  confiscated,  but  frequent  and  large  con- 
tributions were  exacted  from  the  natives. 

The  pope  did  not  long  remain  in  the  seat  of  his  power,  a 
witness  to  the  tyranny  of  the  invaders  of  his  country.  The 
French  pretended  that  it  was  his  wish  to  retire  from  the  Ro- 
man territories  ;  but,  if  he  could  have  enjoyed  peace  and  com- 
fort at  home,  he  would  not  have  emigrated.  He  was  escorted  to 
Sienna,  whence  he  was  removed  to  a  monastery  near  Florence. 

In  the  mean  time,  many  of  the  French  officers  and  soldiers, 
not  profiting  as  they  expected  by  the  spoils  of  Rome,  disavowed 

3  Tlie  pope's  nephews,  canlinal  Bra^c'ii  ami  the  duke,  escaped,  by  seasonable    absence 
that  personal  yJotence  which  they  had  cause  to  apprehend. 
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all  participation  in  the  rapine  which  had  dishonoured  the  French 
name,  and,  affirming  that  the  military  chest  was  full  of  treasure, 
demanded  from  the  general  an  immediate  discharge  of  all  arrears 
of  {)ay.  They  also  protested  against  the  nomination  of  Massena 
to  the  chief  command,  on  the  departure  of  Berttiier.  Encouraged 
by  this  discontent  in  the  army,  a  body  of  the  inhabitants,  disgust- 
ed at  the  conduct  of  the  French,  attacked  them  near  the  Tiber, 
but  without  effect.  Other  desultory  assaults  were  made,  not  only 
in  the  city,  but  also  in  the  Campagna  di  Roma.  Many  of  the 
French  were  killed  ;  but  the  slaughter  u  as  more  consideral)le 
among  the  insurgents;  and,  to  deter  the  people  from  a  repetition 
of  such  attacks,  twenty-nine  of  those  who  were  taken  were  put 
to  death  for  rebelling  against  the  constituted  authorities*. 

The  troops  being  pacified  by  the  payment  of  a  part  of  their 
arrears,  and  by  the  appointment  of  general  St.  Cyr  to  supersede 
Massena,  the  ceremony  o^fedkration  took  place.  On  a  tempo- 
rary altar,  in  the  piazza  of  St.  Peter,  the  counsels  swore  eternal 
liatred  to  monarchy,  and  fidelity  to  the  republic.  The  soldiers, 
raising  their  hats  in  the  air  on  the  points  v)f  their  bayonets,  una- 
nimously vowed  attachment  to  the  new  government ;  and  the 
day  was  closed  with  festivity.  Some  alterations  were  then  made 
in  the  constitution.  Two  assemblies  were  formed,  one  consist- 
ing of  thirty-two  senators,  the  other  of  seventy-two  tribunes  : 
but  the  French  general  still  exercised  tlie  supreme  power. 

The  rulers  of  France  also  interfered  in  the  government  of 
Switzerland.  At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution, 
the  cantons  were  in  a  tranquil  state;  but  it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed that  the  doctrines  of  liberty  and  equality,  propagated  among 
t!ie  inhabitants  by  French  emissaries,  would  be  wholly  unim- 
pressive. In  the  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Basle,  the  peasants,  not 
having  any  share  in  the  government,  or  in  the  elections  to  the 
councils,  listened  with  pleasure  to  revolutionary  tenets,  and 
claimed  an  equality  of  privilege  with  the  burghers  ;  and  in  the 
Pays  du  Vaud,  the  gentry  and  citizens,  not  thinking  themselves 
sufficiently  favoured  by  the  rulers  of  Berne,  and  Fnbourg,  began 
to  be  clamorous  for  a  change.  The  different  governments  rather 
fostered  the  rising  spirit  by  mildness,  than  checked  it  by  seve- 
rity. In  did  not  however,  for  some  years,  produce  any  serious 
disturbances.  When  a  war  had  arisen  between  the  French  and 
the  Austrians,  the  Swiss  resolved  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  ; 
and,  after  the  great  extention  of  the  war,  they  adhered  to  their 
resolution,  at  a  time  when  the  allies  were  of  opir.'ron,  that  the  aid 
of  the  cantons  might  be  particularly  useful  to  the  C(immon  cause, 
— that  is,  when  Lyons  and  Toulon  were  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion. Complaints  were  made,  both  by  the  French  and  Austrians, 
of  infractions  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  Swiss  :  but  these 

h  Duppa,  section  6  and  7. 
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charges  were  ill-founded.  The  French  loudly  repeated  the  ac- 
cusation, when,  having  concluded  peace  with  the  em;/eror,  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  executing  a  scheme  which  they  hadform- 
ed  against  the  independence  of  the  Helvetic  state.  Mengaud 
was  then  sent  into  Switzerland  as  representative  of  ilv:  power- 
ful republic  ;  and  he  gave  open  encouragement  to  all  u  ho  wish- 
ed for  a  change  of  government. 

The  discontents  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud  furnished  an  additional 
pretence  for  the  interference  of  the  directory.  The  peop'e  chMin- 
cd  the  right  of  having  an  annual  assei^bly  of  the  states,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  treaty  of  cession  between  the  duke  of  Savoy  an  i  the 
cantons  of  Berne  and  Fribourg,  which  had  been  guarantied  )y 
Charles  IX.  of  France.  The  directory  promised  lo  support  this 
claim,  and  desired  the  two  cantons  to  respect  the  rights  of  the 
Vaudese.  The  sovereign  council  of  Berne  sent  comm  ssioners 
to  ascertain  the  causes  and  the  extent  of  disaffection,  and  d-^vise 
the  means  of  checking  its  progress  ;  and,  when  these  delegates 
had  made  a  favourable  report,  a  general  oath  of  allegiance  was 
ordered  to  be  taken.  A  great  number  of  the  Vaudese  refus  ?d 
to  give  this  testimony  of  obedience;  and,  at  Vevay,a  coma;ioti(jn 
arose,  which  produced  the  release  of  some  malcontents  who 
had  been  imprisoned  for  sedition. 

At  Basle,  where  the  incendiary  Mengaud  chiefly  exerted  him- 
self, the  tribune  Ochs,  VVernard  Huber,  a  democratic  apothecary, 
and  other  intriguers,  formed  a  club  of  Friends  of  Liberty,  and 
instigated  the  peasants  of  the  canton  to  claim  the  "  inalidnable 
rights  of  men,'^  and  demand  a  new  constitution.  Some  of  the 
castles  belonging  to  officers  of  tiie  administration  were  destroyed 
or  damaged  by  the  insurgents,  who  imposed  upon  the  state  a 
provisional  government,  until  the  new  system  should  be  matured. 
*'  Thus  (says  a  native  historian  of  Switzerland)  was  Basle  the 
first  branch  that  dropped  ofi^from  the  venerable  tree  of  the  Hel- 
vetic confederacy,  and  gave  an  example  which  others  soon  fol- 
lowed with  as  much  levity  as  infatuation." 

In  the  territory  of  Zurich,  Bodmer  and  other  malcontents  in- 
sisting upon  a  redress  of  grievances,  the  supreme  council  consent- 
ed to  the  convocation  of  an  assembly  of  one  hundred  persons,  for 
the  purposes  of  reforni ;  and  articles  of  government  were  soon 
drawn  up,  which,  after  various  alterations,  served  for  a  time  to 
amuse  the  people.  In  the  cantons  of  Lucerne  and  SchafFhausen, 
new  modes  of  administration  also  took  place  ;  and,  at  Soleure, 
approaches  were  made  to  the  French  system,  after  strong  oppo- 
sition from  the  privileged  orders. 

To  Berne,  the  most  powerful  of  the  cantons,  the  eyes  of  all 
were  now  directed.  Its  administrators,  sensible  of  the  general 
danger,  issued  a  decree  for  arming  the  whole  Helvetic  nation,  as 
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the  French  threatened  the  country  with  a  fornnidable  invasion. 
In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Weiss  was  sent  to  tranqnillise  and  re- 
claim the  Pays  de  Vaud;  but  his  exertions  had  no  effect  in  allay- 
int;  the  revolutionary  sj)irit.  The  disaffected,  increasing  in  num- 
ber, seized  the  jniblic  funds,  and  requested  Menard,  who  com- 
manded a  French  army  on  the  frontiers,  to  assist  them  in  the 
expulsion  of  the  Bernese  troops.  An  adjutant  being  despatched 
to  desire  the  retreat  of  Weiss,  two  hussars  who  accompanied  the 
messenger  were  killed  in  a  fray,  in  which  they  were  the  aggres- 
sors. Menard,  however,  accusing  the  Swiss  of  aggression,  in- 
vaded the  Pays,  from  which  the  Bernese  retired. 

Vainly  hoping  to  divert  the  French  from  their  scheme,  the 
chief  council  of  Berne,  among  other  concessions,  promised  to 
assimilate  the  government  of  the  canton  to  that  of  the  great  re- 
public. Mengaud,  not  satisfied  with  this  promise,  required  the 
immediate  appointment  of  a  provisional  council,  from  which  the 
present  rulers  should  be  excluded,  and  proposed  for  all  the  can- 
tons a  new  constitution  purdv  democratic.  To  enforce  this 
change,  general  Brune  assumed  the  command  of  the  army  in 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  ;  and,  while  he  waited  for  an  accession  of 
force,  he  amused  with  idle  promises  the  deputies  sent  to  him 
from  Berne. 

As  noconfidence  could  be  reposed  in  the  specious  professions 
of  the  French,  d'Erlach,  the  Bernese  general,  concurred  with 
other  leading  men  in  the  expediency  of  anticipating,  bv  a  speedy 
attack,  the  obvious  intentions  of  Brune.  A  plan  of  nocturnal 
assault  was  formed  :  but  the  council,  intimidated  by  the  prepa- 
rations of  the  enemy,  and  apprehending  a  want  of  support  from 
the  generality  of  the  cantons,  revoked  the  full  powers  which  had 
been  granted  to  the  militar)^  commander,  and  even  acquiesced 
in  Brune's  requisition  of  a  surrender  of  its  authority.  That  ge- 
neral demanding  also  a  dismission  of  the  troops,  the  council  re- 
ceded from  its  late  votes,  and  adopted  the  plan  of  attack  :  but 
when  Brune  had  prolonged  a  truce  which  he  had  granted,  the 
council  revoked  the  orders  of  hostility. 

Gallic  art  had  already  been  employed  with  success  in  weak- 
ening the  attachment  of  the  troops  at  Berne  to  the  government, 
exciting  unfavorable  opinions  of  their  officers,  and  undermining 
the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  patriotism.  D'Erhu;h  endeavoured, 
\vith  litde  effect,  to  restore  confidence  and  subordination.  While 
he  was  thus  empl(\ved,  he  was  informed  that  his  wings,  which 
were  far  apart,  hud  been  attacked  by  the  faithless  enemy,  and 
that  the  castle  of  Dronach  had  also  been  invested.  AtLengnau, 
about  nine  hundred  Swiss  bravely  defended  themselves  against 
more  than  seven  thousand  five  hundred  French,  who,  having  at 
length  overpowered  the  gallant  party,  advanced  to  Soleure,  and 
compelled  the  commandant  to  surrender  the  place,  not  without  a 


LET.  XIV.  MODERN  EUROPE.  365 

favorable  capitulation,  which,  however,  was  not  strictly  observ- 
ed. By  another  French  corps,  the  outposts  of  Fribourg  were 
surprised  ;  and  a  breach  was  made  in  the  wall.  The  Bernese 
part  of  the  i^arrison,  perceiving  the  weakness  of  the  fortitica- 
tions,  and  finding  the  magistrates  indisposed  to  a  vigorous  re- 
sistance, marched  out  of  the  town  ;  and  a  new  government  was 
framed  by  those  citizens  who  wit>nea  for  a  reform,  while  the 
French  seized  the  arms  and  public  stores. 

The  insubordination  of  the  Bernese  army  now  rose  to  the 
height  of  mutiny.  Some  baiiaiions  retired  from  the  service  : 
othc:rs  refused  to  oppose  the  invaders  ;  and  a  retrogade  march 
ensued.  The  council  renewed  ihe  oraer  ior  a  general  assump- 
tion of  arms  :  bui,  as  the  decree  was  not  productive  of  an  effi- 
cient force,  the  membeis  abdicated  iheir  stations  :  and  a  provi- 
sional regency,  formed  b)  a  ha^iv  popular  election,  began  to 
act.  Two  divisions  ot  liie  retiring  army  u^iurdered  their  chief 
ofhcersj ;  and  then,  at  one  ot  the  disputed  posts,  fought  with 
distinguished  courage. 

At  Newenech,  the  Swiss  repelled  the  enemy,  and  ^,  ,  ^ 
slew  many  more  than  they  lost.  I'hey  also  acted  with 
spirit  at  St.  Gines  and  Laupen  :  out,  at  the  pass  of  Grauholtz, 
the  conflict  \vas  more  particularly  obstinate.  Resistance,  how- 
ever, proved  fruitless.  I'tie  French  pressed  forward  with  an 
overwhelming  majoriiy  of  nuinber,  and,  in  the  vicinity  of  Berne, 
massacred  women  and  chiluren  in  their  fury*. 

Berne  was  now  surrendered  by  the  territied  inhabitants  ;  the 
tree  of  liberty  w  as  planted  ;  ana  new  magistrates  were  riomi- 
nated.  Brune  seized  the  treasure  of  the  state,  and  found  ample 
spoils  of  every  description.  Fie  disarmed  the  people,  that  they 
might  not  again  resist  his  countrymen;  and  domineered  over  the 
huniDle  stale. 

The  small  canton  of  Uri,  and  four  others,  considering  their 
governments  as  sufficiently  democratic,  entered  into  a  league 
against  all  innovation.  That  ot  Appenzel  acceded,  but  not  cor- 
dially, to  the  association.  The  confederates  sent  a  declaration 
of  their  sentiments  to  general  Brune,  who  replied  diat  the  French 
had  no  intention  of  molesting  them,  but  merely  expected  that 
they  would  acquiesce  in  the  new  form  of  government,  intended 
for  the  Helvetic  nation.  Although  the  latter  part  of  the  answer 
was  not  strictly  consonant  with  the  former,  the  meaning  of  the 
whole  was  evident. 

The  new  cou'^titution  was  prepared  at  P;'.ris,  not  framed,  as  it 
ought  to  have  been,  by  the  wisdom  and  patrioiisip.  of  the  Swiss. 
By  this  plan,  twenty-two  departments  werf- formed  :  lour  sena- 
tors and  eight  counsellors  were  to  be  deputed,  by  each  of  those 

5  D'Krlaeh  csjaprtl  iVoni  t!i<   ficlfl,  but  was  assasiina  e.l  tjy^ome  of  lii^  countijmen,  *hft 
suspi  ctud  liun  (apiiarinily  wiiljinit  caiisc)  of  treachery. 
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divisions,  to  act  in  a  lej^islative  capacity;  and  five  executive  di- 
rectors w  ere  to  be  periodically  chosen  by  the  lesjislatiire.  Only 
.  ..  -n  ten  departments  sent  representatives  to  Aarau  ;  md 
Apn  1  .  ^i^g^^g  Here  induced  to  confirm  the  French  organisa- 
tion of  the  Helvetic  government. 

Genexa,  long  the  independent  ally  of  the  cantons,  had  obtain- 
ed the  advantages  of  a  reform,  early  in  the  year  1789,  by  the 
spirit  of  the  people.  Amidst  the  effervescence  excited  by  the  in- 
cipient spirit  of  freedom  in  France,  many  of  the  citizens  wished 
for  an  entire  repeal  of  the  system  ordained  in  1782  ;  but  others 
only  desired  a  .nodification  of  it.  Each  party  agreed  to  a  sacri- 
fice of  some  claims  ;  and  the  constitution  was  so  far  altered  as 
to  form  a  reasonable  medium  between  the  systems  of  1768  and 
1782.  The  influence  of  the  French  directory,  however,  now 
procured  from  the  Genevans  a  dereliction  of  their  independence; 
and  the  state  was  incorporated  with  France. 

The  declared  intentions  of  the  French  directory  to  form  all 
the  cantons  into  one  invincible  republic,  w  ith  an  uniform  consti- 
tution, became  a  signal  of  war,  to  the  people  of  Schwitz,  Uri, 
Unterwalden,  Zug,  and  Glarus.  The  representatives  of  these 
cantons  having  in  vain  (in  an  appeal  to  the  directory)  denied 
the  necessity  of  a  reform  of  their  governments,  which  had  alrea- 
dy a  strong  tincture  of  democracy,  recourse  was  had  to  arms. 
The  French  commissioner  Le-Carlier,  in  a  formal  address,  vin- 
dicated the  new  constitution;  and  Schauenbourg  denounced  ven- 
geance against  its  opposers.  The  people  declared  that  it  should 
not  be  forced  upon  them.  "  We  will  not  submit  (they  said)  to  a 
foreign  yoke  :  we  acknowledge  no  other  master  than  God."'  A 
council  of  war  was  formed  at  Schwitz,  to  which  the  four  other 
cantons  sent  deputies  ;  but  those  of  Uri  were  soon  recalled. 
Military  preparations  were  made  with  diligence  ;  yet  the  num- 
ber of  combatants  did  not  exceed  10,000.  With  this  small  force 
the  confederc-ite  leaders  resolved  to  act  offensively  against  the 
French:  but  the  troops  of  Unterwalden  were  previously  desirous 
of  reducing  the  upper  part  of  their  canton,  which  had  submited 
to  the  dictates  of  France.  The  inhabitants  of  this  territory, 
however,  to  avoid  civil  war,  now  agreed  to  join  in  the  patriotic 
league. 

The  allies  advanced  in  three  divisions  with  alacrity.  The 
central  body,  under  Aloys  Reding,  approaching  the  borders  of 
the  canton  of  Lucern,  received  promises  of  assistance  from  the 
people  ;  and,  thus  encouraged,  demanded  a  surrender  of  the 
A  "1  00  ^^^'^^  town.  The  inhabitants  having  complied  with 
^^^^  '  the  requisition,  the  tree  of  liberty  was  thrown  down, 
and  the  arsenal  pillaged.  This  success  was  transitory  :  for,  as 
soon  as  intelligence  arrived  of  the  operations  of  the  French,  who 
had  reduced  the  canton  of  Zug,  the  confederates  hastened  from 
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Lucerne  to  the  defence  of  Schwitz  ;  of  the  inhabitants  of  which 
canton,  the  centre  uas  principally  composed.  This  attention  to 
the  safety  of  a  particular  canton  injured  the  oreneral  cause. 

The  right  wing  having  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  lake  of 
Zurich,  an  engagement  occurred,  in  which  the  Swiss  fought 
with  spirit,  but  v\  ere  put  to  flight.  The  majority  of  the  troops 
of  this  division,  soon  after  the  action,  avoided  farther  hostilities 
by  dispersion. 

Advancing  to  Lachen,  the  French  threatened  to  reduce  Schwitz 
to  speedy  obedience.  Aloys  Reding  exhorted  the  people  not  to 
despair,  but  to  trust  to  their  swords  for  safety.  At  Schindellegi, 
they  bravely  defended  themselves;  but  when  the  imbecillity  or 
the  treachery  of  Herzog,  the  rector  of  Einsiedlen,  to  whose  gui- 
dance the  inhabitants  and  their  neighbours  weakly  trusted,  had 
laid  open  that  town  and  the  defiles  of  Mount  Ezel  to  the  enemy, 
they  were  obliged  to  fall  back  to  Rothenthurm,  where  Reding 
waited  for  an  opportunity  of  action.  Near  Morgarten,  where 
Swiss  valor  had  formerly  been  displayed  with  decisive  effect, 
two  engagements  took  place,  to  the  advantage  of  the  confede- 
rates, notwithstanding  the  inferiority  of  their  numbers.  Other 
conflicts,  however,  were  not  so  favorable  as  to  animate  their 
hopes  ;  and  they  were  therefore  induced  to  desire  an  armistice, 
that  an  accommodation  might  be  adjusted  with  the  French.  A 
general  assemblv  was  holden  at  Schwitz  ;  and  the  result  was  a 
determination  to  accept  the  new  Helvetic  constitution.  Deputies 
being  sent  to  announce  this  vote  loSchauenbourg,  with  a  proviso 
that  life,  religion  and  property,  should  be  secured,  a  capitula- 
tion was  amicably  signed.  The  other  democratic  cantons  ac- 
quiesced in  similar  terms  ;  and  tranquillity  was  thus  restored**. 

Commotions,  however,  arose  from  indignant  discontent,  after 
an  interval  of  seeming  acquiescence.  A  general  oath  (required 
by  the  new  constitution)  being  rejected  !:>y  the  peoi)le  in  the 
lower  division  of  the  canton  of  Unterwalden,  as  an  encroach- 
ment on  their  rights,  Schauenbourg  led  a  considerable  army  to 
enforce  obedience.  The  number  of  opposing  warriors  scarcely 
exceeded  fifteen  hundred  :  l:)ut  as  they  were  inspired  with  the 
most  determined  courage,  they  did  not  shrink  from  the  unequal 
conflict.  They  entrenched  themselves  near  the  lake  of  Lucerne, 
with  their  u  ives  and  children  ;  while  the  enemy,  by  different 
routes,  advanced  to  the  attack"^.  Two  columns  of  the  assailants 
were  rejielled  ;  but  the  Swiss  could  not  prevent  them  from  forc- 
ing the  entrenchments.  Kven  the  wo^nen  now  rushed  among 
the  hostile  battalions,  and  fought  whh  th„'  rage  of  despair  :  ihe 
robust  mountaineers  actually  pressed  Frenchmen  to  death  in- 

6  Zschokke's  History  of  lli.'  Invasion  of  Switzerland  by  llie  Frcn«;Ii,  and  the  Destrucu  r. 
or  the  Dem<ierntio.  Republics  otSchwit?.,  Uri,  and  Unterwalden,  part  iii.  chap.  ^,  3,  Sc-. 
'  On  tlie  9ih  ofSeptpmber. 
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their  arms:  clubs  were  used  by  those  u  ho  had  no  musquets;  and 
some  even  armed  themsehes  u  ith  Vwnb^.  from  the  bodies  which 
overspread  the  field.  fLnrag;ed  at  this  fierce  resistance,  the  in- 
vaders wreaked  their  veni^eance  in  horrible  massacres.  They 
slew  all  whom  they  met  in  the  valley  of  Stantz,  of  both  sexes 
and  every  ai^e.  They  then  plundered  and  burned  the  chief  town 
and  the  villai^es  ;  thus  destroying  the  works  of  man,  after  they 
had  mani>;led  the  imaf^e  of  God.  A  s;allant  partr,  arrivinj^  at 
this  instant  from  the  canton  of  Schwitz,  furiously  attacked  the 
desolatinij;  barbarians  ;  of  whom  more  than  five  hundred  are 
said  to  have  fallen  by  the  hands  of  two  hundred,  before  the  lat- 
ter were  overpowered*. 

Such  was  the  melancholy  termination  of  the  contest  for  the 
independence  of  Switzerland.  A  j^jenerous  and  magnanimous 
nation  would  have  abstained  from  all  attempts  to  new  model  the 
internal  [government  of  the  cantons,  or  alter  the  svstem  of  the 
confederacy.  The  Swiss  had,  indeed,  less  exj)erience  than  the 
French  in  the  art  of  framing  constitutions  ;  but  they  could  not 
easily  have  less  judgment.  The  different  govenmients  were  not 
so  hostile  to  reform  as  to  afford  even  a  pretext  for  the  interfe- 
rence of  any  foreign  nation;  and  the  charlatanerie  of  the  French 
promised  less  real  improvement  than  the  advice  of  any  other 
pe^'ple. 

The  attack  of  Malta  and  the  expedition  to  Egypt  were  equally 
unjustifiable  with  the  invasion  of  Switzerland.  Hompesch  was 
then  sovereign  of  the  Maltese  territories,  being  the  first  grand- 
master ever  chosen  from  the  German  class.  His  first  care,  after 
his  elevation,  was  to  improve  the  favorable  opinion  conceived  of 
the  fraternity  by  the  Russian  emperor,  who  had  considerably 
augmented  the  revenues  of  the  grand  priory  and  conmiandaries 
in  that  part  of  Poland  which  his  mother  had  seized.  Having 
ratified  the  convention  signed  for  this  and  other  purposes,  the 
grand-master  sent  an  ambassador  to  Petersburg,  to  confer  the 
ensigns  of  the  order  on  Paul  and  his  family,  and  declare  him  its 
protector.  This  prince  engaged  to  support  the  establishment 
with  all  his  influence  at  foreign  courts,  and  sent  orders  for  that 
purpose  to  his  envoys.  But  the  hostile  malignity  of  the  French 
baffled  the  views  of  the  friends  of  Malta.  'Phe  seizure  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Maltese  order,  in  France  and  its  dependencies, 
did  not  satisfy  Gallic  rapacity,  or  allay  that  disgust  with  which 
the  votaries  of  democracy  viewed  an  association  of  nobles.  The 
conquest  of  the  island  had  for  some  time  been  meditated  ;  and 
for  this  act  of  violence  an  opportunity  was  afforded,  when  an 
armament  was  prepared  for  a  descent  on  the  coast  of  Egypt. 

In  returning  from  the  Levant  to  take  the  co;nmand  of  the 
grand  fleet,  Brueys  stopped  at  Malta,  and,  with  treacherous 

8  Zwhokke's  Hislni  v,  part  iv.  chap.  1,  2,  &c. 
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views,  assumed  an  appearance  of  neutrality.  He  sent  a  ship  of 
the  line  into  the  port  of  Valetta  to  be  repair^id  ;  a  service  in 
which  the  natives  readily  assisted.  In  the  mean  time,  the  sea- 
men in  chaloupes  were  sounding  the  coasts,  and  Caruson,  the 
French  consul,  was  employed  in  propagating  disaftection  to  the 
government.  After  these  preparatives,  the  French  admiral 
sailed  away,  intimating  his  satisfaction,  and  professing  amity. 
He  found  the  island  apparently  in  a  good  state  of  defence  ;  but 
he  trusted  to  the  efficacy  of  artifice  and  corruption. 

When  the  first  division  of  the  French  armament  appeared  be- 
fore Malta,  declarations  of  friendship  were  renewed  ;  and  sur- 
prise was  expressed  at  the  grand-master's  preparations  for  re- 
sistance. On  the  approach  of  the  remainder,  Bonaparte  re- 
quested the  free  entry  of  the  harbour  and  full  liberty  of  landing. 
Caruson  was  sent  by  the  council  of  state  to  intimate  that  these 
requests  could  not  be  granted  with  a  due  regard  to  the  laws  of 
the  country  ;  and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  informing  the 
Corsican;  that  he  might  depend  on  the  assistance  of  four  thou- 
sand Maltese,  who  would  rise  against  the  knights  as  soon  as 
the  French  should  give  the  signal  bv  throwing  a  bomb  into 
the  town^ 

Having  received  permission  for  only  four  vessels  to  enter  at 
a  time  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  water,  Bonaparte  complain- 
ed of  the  inattention  of  the  grand- master  to  those  principles  of 
hospitality  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  order,  and,  referring 
also  to  a  proclamation  issued  in  1793,  by  the  Maltese  govern- 
ment, which  prohibited  an  intercourse  with  the  French  republic, 
he  declared  that  he  would  substitute  force  for  the  moderation 
which  he  had  intended  to  practise.  He  now  ordered  his  troops 
to  make  a  descent  at  seven  different  points.  Fort  St.  George 
was  instantly  surrendered  by  its  pusillanimous,  or  ra-  j  .  „ 
ther  treacherous  commandant:  and  some  other  fortifi- 
cations were  quickly  seized  by  the  invaders,  who  ranged  over 
the  country,  with  the  disaffected  inhabitants,  committing  depre- 
dations and  outrages.  Many  of  the  knights  had  been  seduced 
from  their  allegiance  :  the  soldiery  and  the  people  were  in  a 
state  of  insubordination  :  die  grand-master,  even  if  he  had  been 
perfectly  well  disposed,  could  not  enforce  obedience;  and  uproar 
and  confusion  prevailed.  Some  attempts  were  made,  however, 
to  harass  the  enemy  both  by  sea  and  land.  The  French  smiled 
at  these  efforts,  and  continued  with  alacrity  to  seize  one  post 
after  another.  In  the  mean  time,  the  populace  in  the  city  at- 
tacked the  knights,  and  murdered  four  of  them  ;  and  the  weak- 
ness of  the  government  appeared  in  the  difficulty  with  which  this 
insurrection  was  quelled.   On  the  following  da)  the  riots  were 

9  History  of  Malta,  by  Louis  dv;  Boisgelin,  book  iii.  chap.  5, 
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renewed  ;  and  dissensions  rose  to  such  a  height  that  the  armed 
natives  even  shot  each  other^". 

The  malcontents  had  not  yet  admitted  the  French  into  the 
city  :  but,  in  the  evenin;^,  they  rushed  toward  the  palace,  dis- 
claimed all  submission  to  the  grand-master  or  the  assembly  of 
the  states,  and  declared  that  they  would  immediately  submit  to 
the  French.  The  council  now  sent  deputies  to  propose  an  ar- 
mistice ;  and,  the  next  day,  a  capitulation  was  signed,  import- 
ing that  Malta,  with  the  isles  of  Goza  and  Cumino,  should  be 
subject  to  the  French  republic;  that  the  privileges  and  property 
of  the  inhabitants  should  be  secured  ;  that  the  plenipotentiaries 
at  Rastadt  should  endeavour  to  procure  for  the  grand-master,  a 
principality  equivalent  to  that  which  he  now  lost ;  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  knights  in  point  of  honorable  maintenance,  should 
also  be  promoted  by  the  French,  as  far  as  their  influence  with 
different  powers  might  extend;  and  that  all  civil  acts  or  ordi- 
nances promulgated  under  the  late  government  should  still  re- 
main in  force^\ 

These  terms  were  soon  violated  by  the  French.  The  laws  of 
the  directory  were  substituted  for  those  which  had  lately  pre- 
vailed ;  and  acts  of  tyranny  and  rapine  were  daily  committed. 
The  chief  administrators  of  public  affairs  were  Ransijat,  a  trai- 
torous knight,  and  St.  Jean  d'Angeli,  a  French  commissary. 
The  people  were  enslaved  by  their  pretended  protectors:  many 
were  compelled  to  join  the  French  army  or  serve  in  the  fleet : 
the  knights  were  driven  from  the  island  ;  and  the  political  scene 
assumed  a  new  aspect. 

When  the  French  resumed  their  voyage,  general  Vaubois  was 
left  with  four  thousand  men  to  garrison  the  Maltese  forts.  A 
tax  imposed  for  the  support  of  the  foreign  troops  increased  the 
discontent  which  had  been  produced  by  the  rigors  of  the  new  go- 
vernment; and,  when  the  treasures  of  one  of  the  ciuirches  in  the 
old  city  were  on  the  point  of  being  sold  by  auction,  a  tumult 
arose,  which  proved  fatal  to  Masson,  the  commandant,  and 
about  sixty  of  the  soldiers.  The  insurrection  spread  over  the 
country;  and,  except  the  capital,  the  whole  island  was  in  a  state 
of  hostility  to  its  late  conquerers. 

Bonaparte,  not  being  discovered  by  the  English  on  his  way, 
arrived  safely  on  the  African  coast  with  the  spoilsof  Malta.  The 
sipht  of  Egypt  animated  the  hopes  of  the  aspiring  general.  Hav- 
ing o-iven  orders  respecting  the  disembarkation,  he  sprang  into 
a  boat,  and  boldly  led  the  way.  No  opposition  was  made  to  the 
landino-  of  the  French  ;  but,  in  their  march  from  the  isle  of  Ma- 
rabout to  Alexandria,  they  were  harassed  by  desultory  attacks. 

10  Boisgelin's  History  of  Malta,  book  iii.  chap.  5,  6. 
H  Boisuelin^book  iii.  chap.  6. 
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When  they  were  within  cannot-shot  of  the  walls,  the  j  ,  ^ 
proposal  of  a  friendly  conference  was  answered,  on  the  ^ 
part  of  the  garrison  and  the  inhabitants,  by  shouts  of  war,  and 
by  acts  of  hostility.  They  knew  that  the  European  general 
would  offer  them  his  protection  ;  but  they  were  not  disposed  to 
accept  an  offer  which  would  involve  their  subjection  to  an  odious 
yoke.  The  invaders  soon  scaled  the  walls,  and,  having  over- 
powered the  resistance  of  the  troops  and  the  people  took  inhu- 
man vene^eance  for  the  justifiable  opposition  which  they  had  sus- 
tained. They  perpetrated  an  indiscriminate  massacre,  in  a  place 
which  they  had  no  right  to  enter.  Even  the  mosques  did  not 
repress  their  fury  :  those  temples  were  not  suffered  to  afford 
protection  to  the  infirmity  of  age,  the  weakness  of  sex,  or  the 
engaging  tenderness  of  chiIdhood'^ 

Having  provided  for  the  retention  of  Alexandria,  and  sent  in- 
structions to  the  admiral  to  moor  the  fleet  in  the  bay  of  Aboukir, 
the  general  prepared  for  more  important  conquests.  Desaix  led 
one  division  across  the  desert ;  and  in  this  march  the  soldiers 
suffered  severely  from  hunger,  thirst,  and  fatigue.  When  the 
Mamelouks  pressed  upon  them,  the  main  body  opportunely 
arrived  to  support  ihem.  The  assailants  were  now  beaten  off, 
and  were  afterwards  routed  at  Shebrissa. 

Morad,  an  enterprising  Mamelouk,  who,  with  the  bey  Ibra- 
him, had  the  chief  management  of  affairs  in  Egypt,  had  levied  a 
considerable  force,  with  uhich  he  posted  himself  at  Embaba 
Bonaparte,  having  a  superiority  in  point  of  number,  did  not  de- 
cline the  combat.  His  opponents  rushed,  with  eager-  y  ,     ^. 
ness  and  alacrity,  upon  the  French  right;  and,  not  dis-       ^ 
mayed  by  the  effects  of  a  steady  fire  from  more  disciplined  ranks, 
continued  to  advance.  The  bayonet  at  length  checked  their  im 
petuosity,  and  pierced  the  most  forward  of  their  number.  Ano- 
ther part  of  the  French  army  attacked  the  village,  and  forced 
the  entrenchments.  The  Mamelouks  were  thus  defeated,  with 
small  loss  on  the  part  of  the  victors,  who  found  rich  spoils  in 
the  camp.     Morad  now  became  a  fugitive  :  Ibrahim  and  the 
pasha  of  Grand  Cairo  also  fled  from  immediate  danger ;  and 
the  inhabitants  of  that  c.pital  relinquished  all  thought  of  de- 
fence". 

As  Ibrahim  was  known  to  be  employed  in  augmenting  his 
army,  Bonaparte,  after  a  i.asiy  organisation  of  Cairo,  marched 
against  him.  His  advanced  guard  skirmished  with  the  rear;  but 
he  could  not  prevent  the  escape  of  the  bey  to  the  confines  of  Sy- 
ria. While  he  was  engaged  in  this  expedition,  he  was  alarmed 
with  intelligence  of  the  maritime  success  of  the  English. 

12  Intercepted  Letters  from  the  army  of  Bonaparte  id  Egypt,  p^rt  i. 

13  Precis  des  Evenemens  Militaires. 
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Keeping  a  vigilant  eye  over  the  preparations  and  movements 
of  the  French,  the  British  monarch  hoped  to  chastise  their  pre- 
sumption, if  they  should  venture  to  contend  with  the  masters 
of  sea. 

Not  wishing;  to  meet  a  foe  in  the  voyage,  they  had  taken  a 
course  by  w  hich  they  expected  to  ehide  an  attack.  They  had 
passed  by  the  way  of  Candia,  and  reached  Egypt  after  Nelson 
had  in  vain  searched  for  them  on  that  coast.  A  subsequent 
search  was  more  fortunate  to  tiie  English,  who  gladdened  with 
a  sight  of  the  republican  fleet,  eagerly  hastened  to  an  engage- 
ment without  the  least  doubt  of  triumphing  over  all  the  difficul- 
ties presented  by  the  situation  and  arrangements  of  the  enemy*. 
Nelson  was  bold,  active  and  enterprising  ;  and  his  courage  was 
accompanied  with  skill  and  judgment.  He  was  warmly  attached 
to  the  maritime  service,  zealous  for  the  honour  of  Great  Britain, 
and  ever  ready  to  attack  her  enemies,  particularly  the  French 
revolutionists.  Rodney,  Howe,  and  Duncan,  could  not  always 
command  the  cordial  co-operation  of  their  officers  ;  but  Nelson 
seemed  to  infuse  his  own  spirit  into  the  hearts  of  all  the  captains 
who  served  under  him.  His  name  and  example  seemed  to  rouse 
and  to  animate  every  individual  in  his  fleet. 

There  was  no  striking  disparity  between  the  naval  force  com- 
manded by  Brueys  and  that  of  Nelson  :  but  the  French  admiral 
had  the  advantage  in  other  respects,  being  apparently  well  sta- 
tioned and  secured  on  the  land  side.  The  English,  if  they  had 
been  in  similar  circumstances,  would  in  all  probability  have  re- 
.        ,    pelled,  without  difficulty,  a  very  vigorous  attack.  The 

•^'  '  assailants  broke  the  French  line:  three  ships  were  soon 
taken,  and,  after  an  engagement  of  four  hours,  POrient,  a  ship 
of  uncommon  magnitude,  blew  up,  with  the  loss  of  the  major 
part  of  the  crew.  The  result  of  farther  conflict  was  the  capture 
or  destruction  of  all  the  hostile  fleet,  ei^cept  four  ships,  two  of 
which  were  only  frigates.  Besides  the  flag-ship  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Brueys,  who  fell  in  the  heat  of  the  action,  the  Timoleon  blew 
up,  being  set  on  fire  by  her  own  captain,  and  a  frigate  was  also 
destroyed,  even  after  a  surrender,  by  the  orders  of  its  comman- 
der. In  addition  to  the  three  former  prizes,  six  sail  of  the  line 
were  captured.  This  memorable  triumph  established,  beyond 
all  competition,  the  fame  of  the  British  navy'\ 

It  is,  at  the  same  time,  necessary  to  state,  that  several  in- 
stances of  misfortune,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  occurred  in 
this  year.  In  the  Belgic  territory,  after  the  destruction  of  some 
canal  sluices  and  small  craft,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  British 
soldiers  were  reduced  to  a  situation  similar  to  that  of  the  troops 
at  St.  Cas  (forty  years  before,)  and,  after  a  spirited  action, 
were  constrained  to  surrender.  In  the  West  Indies,  our  country - 
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m  en  were  also  unsuccessful ;  for,  at  the  end  of  a  fifth  campaign 
in  Hispaniola,  they  left  the  island  to  the  divided  do-iiination  of 
the  Negro  Toussaini,  the  mulatto  Rigaud,  and  the  French. 

Some  compensation  for  this  loss  accrued,  to  the  En£;lish  in 
the  Mediterranean.  Minorca  was  invaded  ;  and  bloodless  con- 
<]uest  was  achieved  :  such  was  the  pusillanimity  of  the  enemv. 

While  the  British  nation  exulted  in  the  victory  obtained  by 
Nelson,  the  alarm  which  had  arisen  from  a  rebellion  in  Ireland 
also  yielded  to  emotions  of  joy.  Althoufi;h  the  Catholics  of  that 
realm  had  been  indulged  with  the  removal  of  various  incapacities 
ordained  by  former  laws,  they  vvere  not  content  while  they 
thought  themselves  entitled  by  their  loyalty  to  farther  conces- 
sions. Some  bold  mal-contents  who  had  imbibed  Jacobinical 
principles,  inflamed  the  disgust  of  those  sectaries,  and  entered 
into  associations  of  general  reform. 

Aware  of  their  machinations,  the  vice-regal  cabinet  had  re- 
course to  strong  measures,  which,  however,  did  not  extinguish 
the  growing  evil.  After  the  arrest  of  Dr.  Mac-Nevin  and  other 
revolutionists,  the  flame  of  rebellion  broke  out'^  Naas  was  at- 
tacked, but  was  eftectually  defended.  The  garrison  of  Prosper- 
ous did  not  so  well  resist  the  rebels  :  but,  near  Dunlavin  and  in 
other  parts,  they  were  routed  with  loss.  Catherlogh  was  a 
scene  of  horror  ;  for  four  hundred  of  their  party  vvere  there  en- 
compassed and  massacred.  In  the  province  of  Ulster,  the  insur- 
rection was  soon  quelled,  chiefly  by  a  victory  of  Ballinahinch  : 
but,  in  the  south-eastern  parts  of  Leinster,  rebellious  efforts 
were  not  quelled  without  difl[iculty.  The  loyal  troops  were  on 
some  occasions  repelled:  yet,  in  general,  they  prevailed  by  supe- 
riority of  arms  and  discipline.  At  New-Ross,  the  mal-contents 
suffered  severely;  for,  in  a  fruitless  assault  upon  that  town,  fif- 
teen hundred  of  their  companions  (some  accounts  greatly  increase 
the  number)  lost  their  lives.  A  body  of  the  fugitives  wreaked 
their  vengeance  on  the  royalists  who  had  previously  been  cap- 
tured, of  vvhom  about  two  hundred  were  murdered.  A  still 
greater  number  of  captives  were  massacred  at  other  times.  At 
length,  the  head-quarters  of  the  rebel  host,  near  Enniscorthy, 
were  forced  :  and  the  army  then  dwindled  into  small  parties, 
whose  outrages  graduallly  subsided.  Some  of  the  leaders  and 
most  active  rebels  were  tried  and  put  to  death  ;  and  not  a  few 
were  suffered  to  emigrate.  Above  one  thousand  French,  landing 
in  the  north-west  of  Ireland,  routed  an  opposing  force  in  two  en- 
gagements :  but  they  were  constrained  to  surrender  on  the  ap- 
proach of  a  formidable  army.  The  Irish  who  had  joined  them 
were  defeated  ;  and  the  vigilance  of  sir  John  Warren,  by  the 
capture  of  the  greater  part  of  a  French  fleet,  pvcented  the  far- 
ther attempts  of  the  enemy  to  inflame  the  spirit  of  rebellion. 
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Still  intent  upon  war,  Mr.  Pitt  took  advantage  of  the  anima- 
ting effects  of  Nelson^s  triumph,  and  promoted  a  new  league 
against  the  French.  The  Russians  now  took  arms,  and  quickly 
reduced  Cephalonia  and  other  islands  which  the  French  had 
wrested  from  the  Venetians.  They  were  aided  in  this  expedition 
even  by  the  Turks.  The  grand  signor  had  hitherto  observed, 
with  little  emotion,  the  progress  of  the  revolutionary  mania  in 
France.  He  did  not  think  that  it  would  have  any  effect  in  shak- 
ing the  fidelity  of  his  people  ;  arid  therefore,  he  quietly  suffered 
the  thunder  to  roar  at  a  distance.  But,  when  the  French,  with 
a  wanton  spirit  of  conquests  and  rapine,  had  presumed  to  revolu- 
tionise a  country  over  which  the  Porte  claimed  dominions,  Selim 
admitted  the  propriety  of  the  advice  offered  by  the  British  court, 
and  resolved  to  oppose  the  violators  of  the  rights  of  nations. 

A  British  subsidy  wr.s  granted  to  the  czar  in  the  next  session; 
and,  to  increase  the  means  of  hostility,  the  late  assessment  was 
so  altered  as  to  be  rendered  equivalent  in  every  instance,  to  a 
tidie  of  income.  Depending  before  on  the  style  of  living,  it  was, 
in  many  cases,  much  less  than  that  proportion. 

The  new  king  of  Prussia,  Frederic  William  II.,  was  so  stu 
dious  of  neutrality,  that  he  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  earnest  soli- 
citations of  the  British  cabinet :  but  the  emperor  Francis  was 
easily  persuaded  to  prepare  for  a  new  war.  The  French  direc- 
tory did  not  shrink  from  the  danger,  but  rather  courted  it. 

His  Neapolitan  majesty  had  been  stimulated  by  his  queen  and 
ministers  to  re-enter  into  the  war  :  and  their  immediate  object 
was  the  subversion  of  the  new  Roman  government,  the  principles 
of  which,  they  assured  him,  were  incompatible  with  t!ie  securitv 
of  his  monarchy.  He  invaded,  with  a  numerous  army,  the  territo- 
ries lately  belonging  to  the  church,  but  met  with  only  a  tempo- 
rary success;  for  Championet,  soon  afterward,  defeated  several 
divisions  of  the  Neapolitan  host,  and  recovered  Rome,  which 
Ferdinand  and  general  Mack  had  seized.  The  French  now  ad- 
•vanced  to  Gaeta,  which,  though  defensible,  did  not  withstand 
-trjqq  them.  Capua  was  besieged  for  ten  days,  and  was 
then  surrendered  by  prince  Fignaielli,  who,  when 
the  terrified  king  had  fled  to  Palermo,  acted  as  regent.  The 
loyal  populace  of  Naples,  and  the  rustics,  attacked  the  enemy 
between  Capua  and  that  city,  but  were  defeated  with  severe  loss; 
and  the  metropolis  submitted  to  the  French  yoke. 

In  the  extended  plan  of  hostility  formed  by  die  directory, 
the  first  object  was  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Grison  territory, 
that  a  communication  might  be  preserved  with  Germany.  Mas- 
sena  advanced  for  that  purpose,  and,  crossing  the  Rhine  near 
Boltozers, obstructed  all  communication  with  Feldkirch,  which 
lie  had  ordered  Gudinot  to  attack,  while Demont  took  measures 
for  the  expulsion  of  general  Gflenberg  from  Coire.  Unassisted 
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by  Hotze,  who  was  fully  employed  at  Feldkirch,  or  by  the  Ori- 
sons themselves,  n  ho  forbore  to  take  arms  on  the  occasion,  Of- 
fenburg  was  surrounded  in  his  post,  and,  after  a  gallant  defence, 
was  obliged  to  surrender.  Reneated  assaults  were  made  upon 
the  entrenchments  of  Hotze,  as  preludes  to  the  operations  of 
Jourdan  ;  but  the  French  were  repulsed  in  each  attempt  with 
considerable  loss.  Jourdan,  weary  of  fruitless  expectation,  at- 
tacked the  advanced  guard  of  the  archduke's  army,  and  posted 
himself  on  the  heights  of  Ostrach.  A  part  of  his  force,  being 
assailed  by  Charles,  made  a  resolute  defence,  but  could  not 
maintain  its  station.  At  other  posts,  warm  conflicts  also  arose, 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  French,  of  whom  twenty-five  hun- 
dred were  killed  or  wounded.  The  Austrians  were  March  S*? 
still  more  successful  in  the  battle  of  Stockach. —  " 
Jourdan  savs,  that  he  had  only  thirty-four  thousand  men,  on 
this  occasion,  to  cope  with  about  eighty  thousand  ;  but  though 
the  archduke  had  certainly  a  superiority  of  number,  the  difft:;r- 
ence  was  far  from  being  so  considerable  as  the  French  general 
represents  it  to  have  been.  The  effects  of  Soult  and  St.  C3T, 
were  so  well  directed,  that  the  French  made  great  progress,  and 
nearly  drove  the  Austrians  from  the  shelter  of  the  woods  betwen 
Liebtingen  and  Stockach.  Charles  advanced,  with  a  numerous 
body,  to  support  his  retiring  troops,  and  gave  a  new  turn  to  the 
battle.  Jourdan  claimed  the  victory  without  sufficient  grounds: 
for  it  was  obviously  gained  by  the  archduke,  but  not  without 
the  death,  wounds,  or  captivity,  of  about  five  thousand  men. 

The  army,  sent  by  the  emperor  Paul  beyond  the  Alps  to  act 
against  the  French,  reached  the  Veronese  in  the  spring,  under 
the  command  of  count  Souvoroff,  On  the  approach  of  this  dis- 
tinguished general,  Moreau,  who  expected  reinforcements  from 
various  quarters,  entrenched  his  army  on  the  riglit  bank  of  the 
Adda.  The  count,  having  reduced  Bergamo,  advanced  toward 
the  river,  with  a  combined  army  of  Russians  and  Austrians,  to 
force  a  passage.  The  post  of  Lecco  was  stormed  :  that  of 
Brivio  proved  only  a  trifling  obstacle.  At  Trezzo,  a  bridge 
was  hastily  formed,  and  the  allies  dislodged  general  Serrurier's 
division:  but  the  retiring  republicans,  being  supported  \  -a  9-7 
by  fresh  battalions,  rallied,  and  nearly  turned  the  right  "^ 
flank  of  their  adversaries.  Another  column,  having  opportune- 
ly crossed  the  river,  charged  with  the  bayonet,  and  relieved  the 
endangered  corps.  Driven  successively  from  Pozza  and  Ve- 
prio,  Serrurier  and  the  remains  of  his  force  were  constrained 
to  become  prisoners  of  war.  General  Melas  forced  the  en- 
trenchments of  a  canal  near  Cassano,attacketl  a  fortified  bridge, 
and  triumphandy  conducted  his  whole  division  over  the  Adda  to 
Gorgonzelo.  The  routed  enemy,  of  whose  number  about  ten 
thousand  were  killed  or  wounded,  fled  toward  Milnn.  v>h»nce 
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the  major  part  retreated  into  the  Genoese  territories,  while  Mo- 
reiui  hastened  into  Piedmont  to  quell  commotions  which  had 
arisen  at  Turin,  and  improve  the  defensibility  of  the  citadel. 

On  the  death  of  Victor  Amadeus  III.'^  his  son  Charles  Ema- 
nuel IV.  had  ascended  the  tottering^  throne  at  a  time  when  the 
Piedmontese  had  recovered,  but  in  an  imperfect  degree,  the 
blessings  of  peace.  He  was  soon  compelled,  by  the  domi- 
neering enemies  of  his  father,  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
them,  and  resign  himself  in  a  great  measure  to  their  controul. 
Sanguinary  disturbances  were  excited  in  his  dominions  by  the 
partisans  of  France  ;  and  the  encroachments  of  the  Ligurian 
republic  also  involved  him  in  hostilities.  On  pretence  of  friend- 
ship and  protection,  the  directory  desired  him  to  admit  a  French 
garrison  into  the  citadel  of  Turin.  He  complied  with  the  re- 
quisition ;  but  his  acquiescence  only  served  to  encourage  far- 
ther insults  ;  and  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  relinquish  the  so- 
vereignty of  Piedmont,  and  retire  into  Sardinia'^  The  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany  was  still  less  fortunate;  for  the  French  de- 
prived him  of  all  his  territories. 

The  AustriiMis  continued  to  act  with  courage  and  zeal.  The 
archduke  having  ordered  a  general  attack  upon  the  French  line, 
with  a  view  of  penetrating  into  the  Grison  countrv,  the  posts 
in  the  Lower  Engadin  were  so  fiercely  assaulted  by  Bellegarde, 
that  the  success  of  the  x^ustrians  seemed  to  l)e  almost  certain  ; 
but  Lecourbe  and  his  brave  associates  at  length  compelled  them 
to  retreat.  Hotze  attacked  the  fort  of  Lucien  Steig,  while  nu- 
merous bodies  of  Swiss  and  Grisons  surprised  Dissentis  and 
Hantz.  He  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  lost  nearly  the  whole  re- 
giment of  Orange  by  slaughter  or  captivity.  Menard  advanced 
against  the  Swiss,  and  dispersed  their  army,  after  killing  about 
two  thousand  of  them.  Soult  was  likewise  successful  against 
the  armed  peasants  near  Schweitz  and  at  Alt-dorft'. 

While  Massena  was  providing  for  his  defence  in  Switzerland, 
after  he  had  received  intelligence  of  the  progress  of  the  allies 
,  -       ,  .     in  Italy,  Hotze  renewed  his  attack  upon  Lucien  Steig, 

^^  ■  and  gained  possession  of  that  key  of  the  Valley  of  the 
Grisons.  Bellegarde  then  drove  the  enemy  from  Richenau  and 
Coire  :  and  the  grand  line  of  defence  formed  by  Massena  was 
pierced  in  all  parts.  The  shock  was  felt  from  the  lake  of  Con- 
stance to  mount  St.  Gothard. 

No  important  conflict  occurred  between  SouvorofFand  any 
of  the  French  generals,  for  some  weeks  subsequent  to  the  bat- 
tle of  Cassano  :  but  Kray,  three  da}  s  after  that  engagement, 
distinguished  himself  by  a  victory  near  Verona.  He  was  at- 
tacked by  Scherer,  who  hoped  to  meet  with  better  success  than 
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had  attended  his  exertions  at  Porto  Legnago,  where  he  had 
been  repelled  with  no  small  loss.  The  French  passed  the 
Adige  in  force,  and  gained  some  advantages:  but  they  received 
a  serious  check,  from  the  cool  valour  of  the  i\ustrians,  who  slew 
or  captured  about  three  thousand  men.  In  the  following  week, 
JKray  was  again  victorious  ;  for,  in  the  well-contested  battle  of 
Magnano,  the  French  were  totally  routed,  and  their  number 
suffered  a  great  diminution. 

While  Souvoroif  remained  in  the  Milanese  superintendinaj 
divided  operations  and  detached  sieges,  Moreau  occupied  a 
strong  camp  between  Valenza  and  Alessandria,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  the  strength  of  Casal  and  of  Verua.  The  field-mar- 
shal repeatedly  endeavoured  to  draw  him  into  an  engagement. 
He  sent  a  Russian  detachment  to  break  the  French  line ;  but 
Grenier  and  Victor  repelled  the  assailants.  He  ordered  VVuck- 
assovich  and  other  able  ofticers  to  attack  the  chief  posts;  and, 
the  camp  being  thus  opened,  Moreau  retired  to  Coni,  not  with- 
out recovering  that  communication  with  Genoa  which  had  been 
interrupted  by  insurrections  of  the  peasants.  The  citadels  of 
Alessandria  and  Turin  were  now  invested ;  and  that  .^ 
of  Milan  was  taken  after  nineteen  days  of  regular  ^  ^Y  "  ' 
siege. 

Mantua,  which  had  been  for  some  time  besieged,  was  left  by 
general  Kray  under  a  blockade;  and  he  proceeded  to  take  mea- 
sures for  obstructing  the  retreat  of  Mocdonald's  army,  then  in 
the  Tuscan  territories.  Victor  was  detached  by  Moreiiu  to  meet 
this  officer,  and  assist  him  in  opening  a  passage  ;  and  the  con- 
mander-in-chief  advanced  lovvard  Savona,  intending,  as  soon  as 
he  could  enter  into  a  close  concert  with  Macdonald,  to  risque  a 
general  engagement  with  SouvorofF.  Taking  the  route  of  Mo- 
dena  from  Tuscany,  the  French  met  the  division  of  general 
Hohenzullern  ;  and  a  fierce  conflict  ensued,  in  which  Macdon- 
ald was  wounded  ;  but  his  troops  repelled  the  foe,  and  nearly 
destroyed  the  rear-guard  in  the  pursuit.  He  then  marched  to 
Parma,  and,  hastening  to  the  Po,  attacked  the  citadel  of 
Placentia. 

The  progress  of  Macdonald  alarmed  SouvorofF,  who  became 
sensible  of  the  danger  of  a  junction  between  that  active  comman- 
der and  Moreau.  He  ordered  his  whole  disposable  force  to  as- 
semble between  Tortona  and  Placentia  ;  and  both  armies  were 
soon  so  near  each  other,  than  an  engagement  occurred,  in  which 
the  divisions  of  Ott  and  Frolich  maintained  their  y  . 
ground  until  the  field- marshal  arrived  with  a  strong- 
body  of  Russians,  and  compelled  the  French  to  retire.  On  the 
two  following  days,  the  battle  was  renewed,  and  the  whole  plain 
from  the  fort  of  San -Giovanni  to  Placentia,  was  covered  with  the 
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bcxlies  of  unfortunate  men,  who  had  not  sufficient  interest  in  the 
war  to  urge  them  to  risque  their  lives,  if  they  had  been  left  to 
the  operations  of  their  mvn  free  will.  In  these  conflicts,  about 
bix  thousand  were  killed  or  wounded  on  each  side  ;  and,  of  the 
French,  above  nine  thousand  were  made  prisoners. 

The  republicans,  who  retreated  in  good  order,  were  pursued 
tor  three  days  by  Souvoroff ;  but  hearing  that  Moreau  had  ob- 
tai.'ed  an  advantage  over  Bellegarde,  he  then  returned  to  the 
south-westward,  to  check  the  career  of  his  vigilant  antagonist. 
The  citadel  of  the  Pieamontese  capital  being  now  reduced,  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  strengthening  his  army  vv  ith  a  considera- 
ble part  of  the  besieging  corps:  and,  being  reinforced  from  other 
quarters,  he  marched  v\  ith  fifty  thousand  men  toward  Tortona, 
while  Moreau  hastened  from  Novi  to  secure  himself  in  the  Ge- 
noese territories. 

Some  spirited  engagements  had  in  the  mean  time  taken  place 
in  Switzerland.  The  Austrians,  in  their  way  to  Zurich,  were 
exposed  to  frequent  attacks ;  but  they  boldly  advanced,  and, 
out-flanking  Massena,  constrained  him  to  take  a  new  station  be- 
hind the  Giatt,  from  which,  however, he  soon  re!n.>ved  to  an  en- 
trenched camp  in  front  of  Zurich.  The  archduke  approached 
,  that  strong  position,  and  assaulted  the  ojut- -.x  orks.     He 

^  '  then  attacked  the  whole  line,  which  was  defended  from 
the  dawn  to  the  close  of  day.  About  six  thousand  men  were  kill- 
ed or  wounded  on  both  sides.  Massena,  slowly  retiring,  en- 
irenched  himself  near  the  lake  of  Zug;  and  Zurich  became  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Austrian  prince,  who,  after  ihis  success, 
sent  his  whole  left  wing  to  strengthen  the  army  of  Souvoroff'. 

The  reduction  of  fortresses  now  employed  t'le  attention  of  the 
field-marshal.  Alessandria  was  at  length  surrendered  to  him, 
i.shen  the  besiegers  were  preparing  for  a  general  assault.  He 
ordered  Kray  to  prosecute  the  siege  of  Mantua  with  additional 
vigor.  Some  of  the  exterior  posts  were  taken  by  storm  :  Fort 
St.  George  was  abandoned  by  the  garrison;  and  the  body  of  the 
T  1  Qp  place  was  in  serious  danger,  \\he!i  general  Latonr 
•  '  consented  to  capitulate.  Souvoroff"  earnestly  wished 
to  add  Tortona  to  his  conquests,  before  he  should  riscjue  another 
general  action  :  but  Joubert,  who,  in  consequence  of  a  political 
<-.hange  at  Paris,  had  been  ordered  to  supersede  Moreau,  made 
such  movements  and  dispositions  as  brought  on  an  early  en- 
gagement. 

If  Souvoroff' had  not  suddenly  marched  back  to  the  westward, 
Macdonald  might  have  been  precluded  from  an  escape:  but  he 
effected  his  retreat  into  Tuscany,  and  returned  to  France,  while 
his  troops,  passing  by  the  way  of  Genoa,  formed  a  junction  with 
those  of  Moreau,  and  were  stationed  on  the  right  by  the  new 
-riommander,     St.  Cyr  conducted  that  division  against  Sauvo- 
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rofF;  and  to  Perignon  the  charge  of  the  left  wing  was  given. 
NearNovi,  the  battle  commenced;  andit  had  not  long  A  ^^  ,  j- 
raged,  when  Joubert,  animating  the  men  by  laconic  "^  ^* 
speeches  to  vigorous  exertion,  received  a  ball  in  his  heart.  Mo- 
reau,  who  had  taken  the  field  as  a  volunteer,  now  resumed  the 
command,  and  displayed  his  usual  activity  and  courage.  The 
right  of  the  allies,  commanded  by  Kray,  recoiled  twice  from  the 
rude  shock  of  the  foe,  and  made  litde  impressiiMi  upon  the 
mountainous  post  which  the)'  assailed.  The  centre  likewise 
found  great  difficulty  in  maintaining  its  ground  ;  and  the  supe- 
riority of  the  confederates  in  number  did  not  seem  likely  to  se- 
cure the  victory.  But  the  efforts  of  the  left  wing,  under  Melas, 
at  length  opened  the  way  to  a  more  flattering;  prospect.  He  or- 
dered Frolich  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  French,  and  so  op- 
portunely and  skilfully  supported  the  movements  of  this  officer, 
that  the  scheme  was  attended  with  complete  success''.  The  en- 
dangered division  fled  ;  and  the  rest  of  the  army  soon  joined  in 
the  retreat.  About  eight  thousand  of  the  republicans  were 
killed  or  wounded,  and  four  thousand  captured;  and,  of  the 
Austrians  and  Russians,  six  thousand  lost  their  lives  or  were 
injured  by  wounds. 

From  this  victory  the  confederates  scarcely  derived  any  other 
benefit  than  the  acceleration  of  the  surrender  of  Tortona.  The 
vanquished  army  took  a  strong  position  in  the  Genoese  territo- 
ry, while  the  field- marshal  hastened  to  the  Tanaro,  to  observe 
the  movements  of  Championet,  who  was  endeavouring  to  unite 
the  forces  which  he  commanded  near  the  Alps,  with  those  of 
Moreau.  Kray  was  detached  with  a  considerable  corps  to  co- 
operate with  the  archduke,  whose  left  wing  had  been  out-flank- 
ed by  the  address  and  perseverance  of  Lecourbe. 

The  success  of  the  allies  had  been  so  dearly  purchased,  that  the 
directors  of  the  campaign  resolved  to  try  the  effect  of  a  new  plan 
of  operations.  Switzerland  was  to  be  the  grand  scene  of  action, 
not  for  a  combined  army,  but  for  the  Russians  under  Souvoroff": 
Kray  and  Melas  were  to  act  in  Italy  with  Austrian  and  Pied- 
montese  troops  :  and,  in  Germany,  the  archduke  was  to  be  at 
the  head  of  his  brother's  forces  and  those  of  the  empire. 

In  executing  the  new  arrangements,  the  allies  were  exposed  to 
partial  attacks,  which  they  repelled  v.ith  spirit.  The  Russians, 
defended  by  their  own  valor,  and  aided  by  the  movements  of 
Kray,  reached  the  mountain  of  St.  Gothard,  and  arrived  safely 
in  Switzerland.  Korsakoff',  who  was  not  a  very  able  general, 
had  already  appeared  in  that  country  with  a  fresh  army  of  Mos- 
covites,  and  stationed  himself  near  the  middle  of  aline  extending 

18  Cette  manoeuvre  (saj's  the  author  of  the  Precis)  dccidala  Victoire;  and  Souvoroffbore 
honorable  testimony,  oa  this  occasion,  to  the  merit  of  the  Austrian  genei-al. 
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from  the  Rhine  to  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt.  Massena  resolved 
TO  attack  this  line  before  the  arrival  of  SouvorofF:  and  the 
scheme  Avas  executed  with  coiirai^e  and  success.  Hotze,  whom 
the  archduke  had  intrusted  with  the  defence  of  Switzerland,  was 
surprised  near  the  Linth,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  conflict.  Pe- 
trasch,  who  succeeded  to  tlie  command,  could  not  prevent  the 
troops  from  retreating  in  disf)rder.  Korsakoff'  withstood  the  as- 
sailants for  a  time;  but  he  was  at  length  defeated  with  great  loss, 
and  Zurich  was  taken  by  storm.  Souvoroff"  was  now  advancing 
with  his  usual  confidence,  but  met  with  spirited  opposition  in  his 
progress.  He  was  attacked  by  Lecourbe  in  the  valley  of  Mut- 
ten  ;  and,  though  he  prevailed  so  far  as  to  repel  the  enemy  in 
some  obstinate  engagements,  he  found  his  progress  obstructed 
by  Mas^ena''s  judgment  and  superior  knowledge  of  the  country. 

Korsakoff",  in  the  mean  time,  retired  toward  Shaff"hausen,  and 
Petrasch  to  Feldkirch  while  the  corps  of  Condc  and  the  Bava- 
rian troops  posted  themselves  near  Constance.  The  possession 
of  that  citv  was  w  armlv  contested  :  but.  notu  ithstanding  all  the 
effVjrts  of  the  duke  d'Enghien  and  general  Bauer,  it  w-as  seized 
and  retained  by  the  French.  The  field-marshal  efl^ected  his  re- 
treat to  Coire,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  borders  of  the  lake  of 
Constance,  w  here  his  harassed  troops  found  repose.  His  cha- 
racter was  still  high  in  the  opinion  of  military  men  :  but  his  ill 
success  in  Switzerland  disgraced  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  northern 
emperor'^ 

In  Germany,  the  operations,  for  some  months  after  the  battle 
of  Stockach,  were  of  inferior  importance  to  those  which  I  have 
recendy  described.  General  Muller  acted  in  the  Palatinate  for 
the  French  republic,  and  kept  in  check  the  numerous  levies  of 
militia.  The  prince  of  Schwartzemburg  supported  the  cause  of 
Austria  and  the  empire,  and  general  Meerfeld  acted  on  the 
same  side  w  ithout  the  distinction  of  extraordinary  merit.  The 
F'rench  seized  Heidelberg,  and  bombarded  Philipsburg,  which, 
how  ever,  they  could  not  reduce.  About  the  close  of  tiie  sum- 
mer, the  archduke  marched  into  the  Palatinate,  stormed  Necke- 
rau  and  other  post,  and  dispossessed  the  French  of  Manheim  : 
but  they  re-took  that  city  after  his  return  toward  Switzerland, 
and  formed  the  blockade  of  Philipsburg.  Prince  Hohenlohe,  by 
spirited  attacks,  obstructed  their  operations,  and  drove  them 
from  their  works;  but  they  prevailed  in  an  assault  upon  the 
greater  part  of  the  hostile  line,  and  resumed  the  blockade.  Ge- 
neral Sztarray,  however,  assaulted  with  success  their  line  of  in- 
vestment ;  and  the  fortress  was  relieved. 

Returning  to  the  affiiirs  of  Italy,  I  may  inform  you  that  the 
city  of  Genoa,  after  the  battle  of  Novi,  was  put  in  a  state  of 
biege.     It  was  not,  indeed,  actually  invested  ;  but  the  ordinary 
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government  was  superseded  by  military  authority.  Leaving 
that  capital  in  tranquillity,  Championet  removed  to  the  west- 
ward, to  provide  for  the  defence  of  Coni,  the  key  of  Southern 
Piedmont.  Melas,  who  intended  to  besiege  that  town,  assem- 
bled a  considerable  force  between  the  Sture  and  the  Tanaro,  and 
formed  a  strong  line  of  investment.  The  French  endeavoured 
'to  cut  oft' his  communication  with  Bra  and  Turin,  whence  he 
drew  supplies  :  but  he  bafiled  their  aim  by  strengthening  Iiis 
right  wing,  and  altering  his  position.  Each  army  being  ordered 
to  risque  a  general  attack  upon  the  opposite  posts,  the  French 
were  less  successful  than  their  adversaries,  and  retreated  in  all 
points,  when  eight  thousand  of  their  number  had  been  killed, 
wounded,  or  made  prisoners.  Coni  was  now  subjected  to  a 
close  siege  ;  and  nineteen  batteries  played  with  such  efficacy, 
that  the  commandant,  being  pressed  by  the  inhabitants  to  save 
the  town  from  destruction,  consented  tocapitulate,  in  the  second 
week  from  the  opening  of  the  entrenchments.  The  generals 
Kray  and  Klenau,  had  promoted  the  success  of  the  besiegers,  by 
preventing  Championet  and  St.  Cyrfrom  relieving  the  garrison. 
To  check  the  activity  of  Klenau,  St.  Cyr,  after  the  loss  of  Coni, 
attacked  him  in  a  strong  post,  and  entirely  dislodged  him  ;  but 
he  was  not  disabled  from  taking  up  his  winter  quarters  at  a 
short  distance  from  Genoa.  All  the  passes  from  France  into 
Italy  were  at  that  time  occupied  by  Austrian  troops;  and  the 
Ligurian  metropolis  had  little  chance  of  effectual  relief-". 

The  exploits  of  the  French  and  their  adversaries,  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  must  now  be  recorded.  Bonaparte,  after  a 
long  continuance  in  Egypt,  where  he  superintended  numerous 
reforms,  reverted  to  military  pursuits.  The  conquest  of  Syria 
was  a  part  of  the  scheme  of  operations  which  he  now  formed. 
Ahmed,  surnamed  (for  his  cruelty  ).Ajf/-G^r;rar  or  the  Cut-throat, 
had  risen  into  notice  under  the  patronage  of  the  bey  Ali,  the 
temporary  sovereign  of  Egypt ;  had  succeeded  the  sheik  Daher 
as  pasha  of  Acre,  and  at  length  acquired  the  government  of  Da- 
mascus. When  the  Pone  had  declared  war  against  the  French, 
troops  were  sent  to  co  operate  with  him  in  Syria,  and  to  expel 
the  intruders  from  Egypt :  and  sir  Sydney  Smith,  whose  name 
was  a  tower  of  strength,  was  ordered  to  act  in  the  same  cause. 

About  twelve  thousand  men  were  selected  for  the  Syrian  ex- 
pedition. General  Regnier,  reached  the  vicinity  of  Al-Arish, 
attacked  a  Mamelouk  corps  sent  to  the  town  with  provisions, 
kilhd  two  beys,  and  routed  the  detachment.  Bonaparte  soon 
after  joined  the  army,  and  prosecuted  the  siege  with  a  spirit 
which  enforced  a  speedy  surrender.  He  granted  favorable  terms 
to  the  garrison;  and,  proceeding  to  Gaza,  took  possession  also 

20  Pireis  ck-s  Evenemens  Militaires. 
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of  thnt  lowii,  in  which  valuable  supplies  were  tound.  Jaffa  was 
taken  by  storm  ;  and  many  of  its  defenders  were  slaughtered^'. 

Near  Zeta,  the  French  were  attacked  ;  and,  when  they  had 
repelled  the  foe,  they  were  bewildered  anions^  the  mountains, 
and  suffered  some  loss  before  they  could  extricate  themselves. 
They  passed  a  river  near  Acre  in  the  face  of  Al-Gezzar's 
troops,  and  opened  trenches  on  the  east  side  of  the  town  ;  but 
their  battering  cannon  (sent  from  Alexandria)  being  captured 
by  English  cruisers,  the  siege  could  only  be  carried  on  with 
ordinary  field-pieces. 

The  Syrian  pasha,  despairing  of  the  preservation  of  Acre, 
was  on  the  point  of  retiring  from  it  with  his  treasures  ;  but  he 
was  exhorted  by  sir  Sydney  Smith  to  defend  it  with  vigor.  It 
was  little  better  than  an  open  town,  and  therefore  required  all 
the  skill  of  engineers  to  fortify  it  with  expedition,  and  all  the 
courage  of  warriors  to  man  its  works.  The  British  marines 
and  sailors  assisted  the  garrison  ;  and  sir  Sydney,  contending 
against  the  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  world,  displayed  the 
zeal  and  valor  of  a  christian  hero.  He  co-operated,  indeed,  on 
this  occasion,  with  the  enemies  of  Christianity  :  but  he  consid- 
ered even  the  votaries  of  the  Koran  as  more  respectable  than 
irreligious  marauders  and  atheistical  anarchists. 

During  the  siege,  Bonaparte  left  the  camp  when  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  operations  of  a  considerable  army  of  Syrians, 
Arabs,  and  Mamelouks.  Junot  being  in  danger  of  an  attack 
which  he  might  not  be  able  to  withstand,  Kleber  was  sent  to 
support  him  ;  and  this  officer  soon  put  to  flight  a  detachment 
that  opposed  him  near  Cana.  Hearing  that  the  enemy  approach- 
ed mount  Tabor  in  great  force,  the  commander  in  chief  hasten- 
ed to  the  scene  of  peril. 

Kleber,  u  ho  was  surrounded  by  a  numerous  host,  consisting 
chiefly  of  cavalry,  formed  his  division  into  a  square,  and  resist- 
ed frequent  attacks  :  but,  in  all  probability,  he  w  ould  have  been 
ultimately  overwhelmed,  if  Rampon  had  not  arrived  with  a  re- 
inforcement, and  if  a  body  of  horse,  opportunely  sent  by  the 
general,  had  not  rushed  upon  the  Mamelouks.  He  boldly  re- 
newed his  efforts ;  and  the  baffled  enemy  fled  in  confusion. 

Bonaparte  now  returned  to  the  camp  before  Acre  ;  and  the 
siege  was  prosecuted  with  spirit.  A  breach  being  made  in  one 
of  the  towers,  an  attempt  was  made  to  force  a  passage  into  the 

21  WluMi  ihe  French  had  desisted  from  the  massacre,  even  those  wlio  knew  the  unfeel- 
ing sjiirit  oi" their  commander-,  rlid  not  expect  that  the  prisoners  would  be  put  to  death.  But. 
accf  idins^to  sir  Robeit  Thomas  Wilson  and  other  wi  iters  who  had  good  op('Orlunities  oFin- 
fon-iatipn,  .1  scene  at  wlrc-h  humanilv  .sliiuhlers,  ctern.dly  dissracd  tlif- general  who  gave 
the  laii'l  n.andate,  and  the  soldiers  who  obeyed  him.  M  hen  the  invailers  had  been  lorthi-eu 
da)  s  in  q'li'  I  possession  '>t"  the  town  three  thousand  fii^lii  hundred  captives,  whom  Bona- 
parte considered  as  useless  encundjranccs,  were  conducted  to  an  eminence,  disposed  in 
lanks,  and  shot  under  the  eye  of  Berthicr, 
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town;  but  the  opening^  was  found  insufficient  for  that  purpose. 
To  prevent  the  tower  from  beiny;  undermined,  the  British  sea- 
men and  marines  sallied  out  under  the  conduct  of  lieutenant 
Wright,  while  the  Turks  attacked  the  besiegers  in  their  trenches. 
The  mine  was  rendered  unserviceable  ;  but  the  Turks,  finding 
the  French  on  their  guard,  made  little  impression.  Bonaparte, 
prodigal  of  the  lives  of  his  men,  hazarded  frequent  assaults  upon 
the  place.  Baffled  in  every  attempt,  he  was  enraged  at  his  ill 
success,  and  inflamed  with  malignant  animosity  against  the  gal- 
lant knight  to  whose  prowess  it  was  chiefly  imputable.  He  even 
ordered  an  assault  while  a  letter  which  he  had  sent  to  the  pasha, 
proposing  a  truce,  was  under  consideration  :  but  the  garrison, 
being  prepared  for  it,  punished  with  death  the  most  forward  of 
the  violators  of  military  honor^*. 

Even  the  obstinacy  of  Bonaparte  gave  way  to  the  valor  and 
perseverance  of  the  defenders  of  iVcre.  He  desi&ted  from  the 
siege  on  the  sixty -first  day  from  its  commencement,  and  took  the 
opportunity  of  night  to  retire  from  the  walls.  He  sent  off"  the 
wounded  soldiers,  and  his  heavy  artillery,  by  sea  ;  but  they  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  English.  Many  of  his  men  perished  in 
the  precipitate  retreat — some  by  fatigue,  others  by  the  desul- 
tory attacks  of  the  natives".  When  he  reached  Cairo,  he  claim- 
ed the  praise  of  victory,  and  boasted  of  having  ruined  the  army 
of  Gezzar.  He  appeased  the  discontent  of  his  troops,  and  coolly 
prosecuted  both  civil  and  military  arrangements. 

As  the  exertions  of  the  French  troops  under  general  Desaix, 
require  transient  notice,  it  may  be  observed  that  they  reached 
Menekiah  after  a  difficult  progress,  and  advanced  to  attack  the 
bey  Morad  upon  the  heights  near  that  town.  Tliey  were  ha- 
rassed by  the  vanguard;  but  they  intimidated  the  main  body  into 
a  retreat.  A  more  regular  engagement  soon  followed.  The 
bey's  troops  endeavoured  to  surround  tlie  French  near  Sediman, 
but  could  not  break  the  compact  phalanx  which  they  furiously 
assaulted.  They  were  afterwards  dislodged  from  various  posts, 
and  routed  near  Fayoum  ;  and  at  length  they  retired  beyond  the 
Cataracts.  The  French,  in  this  expedition,  treated  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Upper  Egypt  with  rigor  and  cruelty,  instead  of  conci- 
liating them  by  mildness  and  moderation. 

Another  bey  now  took  the  field  as  an  opposer  of  the  French. 
Hassan  attacked  them  in  their  various  marches  ;  but,  in  a  battle 
near  Syene,  he  was  wounded  and  defeated  by  Renaud.  Morad, 
having  re-appeared  to  the  northward  of  the  Cataracts,  was  pur- 
sued by  Desaix,  yet  not  overtaken.  To  check  the  hostilities  of 

22  LelteroF  sirSiduey  Smith,  in  the  Gazette  of  Sept.  10. 

23  The  author  of  the  Precis  affirms,  tU-.a  the  retreat  whs  effected  in  good  order;  but  sir 
Sydney,  with  greater  probabilitv,  lepi'fSi-iils  it  as  very  disorderly.  Both  ngruc  in  stating , 
that  the  French  committed  boi  rible  ravages  in  their  retrograde  innrch. 
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the  Arabs,  the  general  sent  a  part  of  his  army  toward  the  Red 
Sea,  to  seize  Cosir  and  repair  the  fort.  At  the  same  time,  Kena, 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Nile,  was  fortified  by  his  direction. 

Ibrahim  and  Morad,  returning  into  Middle  Egypt,  menaced 
the  French  with  an  attack  of  their  posts  near  Cairo  ;  but  the  ad- 
vance of  a  detachmentunderLe-Grange  terrified  the  former  into 
a  retreat ;  and  the  march  of  Bonaparte  to  Gizeh  had  a  similar 
efi'ect  upon  the  latter.  The  commander  in  chief  was  now  in- 
formed of  the  arrival  of  a  Turkish  armament  on  the  Egyptian 
coast.  He  directed  his  course  to  the  north-west  to  meet  his  new 
enemies ;  and  learned,  on  his  march,  that  they  had  taken  the 
fort  of  Aboukir,  and  were  entrenching  themselves  on  the  penin- 
sula, in  expectation  of  a  Mamelouk  reinforcement.  A  speedy- 
attack  being  therefore  advisable,  both  wings  of  the  Ottoman 
J  ,  (^j.  army  were  at  once  assailed  by  Lanusse  and  Lasnet, 
^  *  while  Murat  rushed  upon  the  central  division.  The 
pasha  Mustapha  commanded  the  Turks  :  but  he  was  not  quali- 
fied to  contend  with  the  able  generals  who  encountered  him. 
About  four  thousand  of  his  men  were  killed  or  wounded  ;  and 
the  garrison  which  he  had  placed  in  the  fort  surrendered  it  to 
the  French  after  a  siege  of  eight  days^*. 

The  ambition  of  Bonaparte  being  satisfied  as  far  as  Egypt 
was  concerned,  or  regardless  of  the  fate  of  that  country,  now 
looked  for\\  ard  to  aggrandisement  in  Europe  ;  and  he  found  an 
opportunity  of  returning  to  France.  Kleber  then  conducted  the 
Mar,  and  the  French  defeated  a  division  of  the  Turkish  army; 
but  the  general  soon  negotiated  with  the  vizir  for  a  safe  retreat, 
as  the  army  laboured  under  the  want  of  almost  every  comfort. 
A  convention  was  signed  for  that  purpose;  but  when  lord  Keith 
declared  that  he  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  executed,  Kleber  re- 
attacked  the  enemy,  and  proved  victorious. 

A  prince  whom  the  French  wished  to  assist,  and  whose  inte- 
rest would  have  been  promoted  by  their  success  in  Egypt,  had 
already  been  punished,  for  his  inauspicious  connexions,  with 
ruin  the  death.  This  was  Tippoo,  the  sultan  of  Mysore,  who, 
cherishing  a  keen  animosity  against  the  English,  meditated  hos- 
tilities in  concert  with  the  French.  But,  before  he  was  fully 
prepared  for  action,  a  discovery  of  his  intrigues  exposed  him  to 
an  attack  from  the  India  company.  Lord  Mornington,  who 
was  then  governor-general,  was  not  of  the  military  profession  ; 
but  his  bold  and  ardent  spirit  infused  itself  into  the  operations 
of  the  army.  He  hoped  to  finish  the  war  in  one  campaign  ;  and 
his  orders  were  executed  with  decisive  effect.  Supplies  were 
raised  with  unusual  despatch  :  and  a  zealous  desire  of  promot- 
ting  the  public  service  seemed  universally  to  prevail. 

24  It  is  stated  in  llie  Precis,  that  three  humlreil  woiinded  men,  and  the  bodies  of  eighteen 
liundrcil  victim?,  were  found  in  the  fort  bv  the  captors. 
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In  the  first  battle  which  this  war  produced,  two  ^,  ,  - 
thousand  European  and  Sepoys  defeated  ten  thou- 
sand of  Tippo's  men  at  Sidasir.  At  Malavelli  the  suhan's  ad- 
versaries again  had  the  advantap;e,  and  also  at  Suttanpotta  ;  and 
the  siege  of  his  capital  was  quickly  formed.  He  was  confounded 
at  the  sanguine  confidence  and  daring  spirit  of  the  besiegers ; 
and,  amidst  the  uneasiness  which  he  felt,  he  was  less  provident, 
vip;iiant,  and  cautious  th;in  the  danger  required.  The  strength 
of  the  place,  however,  baffled  all  attempted  during  tlie  greater 
part  of  a  month  ;  and  farther  supplies  were  required  to  enable 
the  investing  army  to  maintain  its  station.  At  length  such  an 
opening  appeared  in  the  wall  as  seemed  sufficient  to  facilitate 
an  assault.  About  four  thousand  four  hundred  men  were  select- 
ed for  the  occasion  by  general  Harris ;  and,  forming  two  co- 
lumns they  advanced  under  the  conduct  of  Baird,  and  forced 
their  way  into  the  town,  of  which  they  obtained  full  -^ 
possession  with  small  loss.  Tippo  was  thrice  wound-  ^  * 
ed,  and  was  found  lifeless  under  an  arch  at  the  entrance  of  a 
fort.  The  slaughter  of  his  men  ceased  as  soon  as  they  ceased 
to  resist ;  for  the  captors  of  Seringapatan  had  not  the  ferocity 
of  Tartars  or  Moscovites.  The  French  who  were  in  his  ser- 
vice were  apprehensive  of  British  resentment ;  but  they  were 
not  injured  or  molested.  His  favorite  minister,  Sadduck,  the 
encourager  of  his  tyranny  and  cruelty,  was  found  dead,  being 
supposed  to  have  been  murdered  by  some  of  the  Mysorean 
soldiers. 

The  victorious  English  and  their  allies  (the  ?iizan  or  ruler 
of  the  Decan,  and  the  Mahrattas)  did  not  seize  the  whole  terri- 
tory of  Tippoo,  but  bestowed  a  considerable  part  on  a  young 
Hindoo  prince,  from  one  of  whose  ancestors  Hyder  Ali  had, 
forty  years  before,  usurped  the  principality.  A  treaty  of  parti- 
tion was  then  adjusted  for  the  benefit  of  the  confederates,  the 
India  company  taking  the  greatest  share,  and  the  Mahrattas  re- 
ceived the  smallest  portion. 

Thus  did  Great  Britain  apparently  so  far  augment  her  power 
in  India,  as  to  think  herself  entitled  to  defy  the  attempts  of  the 
native  princes.  But  the  fiibricof  her  Indian  greatness  is  not, 
perhaps,  of  the  most  substantial  kind.  The  civil  and  military 
establishments  of  the  company  are  on  so  large  a  scale,  as  to 
obstruct  its  financial  prosperity  ;  and  its  occasional  wars  are 
productive  of  an  enormous  debt.  Its  influence  and  sway  are 
not  permanently  promoted  by  conquest ;  for  an  extention  of 
dominion,  if  not  followed  by  prudence  and  moderation,  may- 
only  serve  to  increase  odium  and  inflame  resentment. 

The  directors  of  the  affairs  of  France  lamented  the  ruin  of 
Tippoo  :  but  they  more  poignantly  deplored  the  extinction  of 
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their  own  power.  Before  I  inform  you,  however,  of  that  po- 
litical change  which  resulted  from  their  misgovernment  and  un- 
popularity, it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  near  the  close  of 
their  odious  sway,  ihey  lost  that  republic  in  Italy  which  had 
been  formed  on  the  ruin  of  the  papal  power,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  secured  Holland  by  a  seasonable  display  of  vigor. 

Rome  and  its  dependencies  were  recovered  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  English  and  Austrians  with  the  troops  of  his  Neapo- 
litan majesty.  General  Gamier,  negotiating  with  commodore 
Troubridge,  agreed  to  retire  from  the  Roman  territories.  Pius 
VI.  had  already  been  precipitated  into  the  grave  by  the  ill -treat- 
ment which  he  received  from  the  French,  whose  prisoner  he  was 
when  he  died.  The  cardinal  di  Chiaramonte  was  chosen  at 
Venice  to  succeed  him,  and  assumed  the  pontifical  name  of  his 
unfortunate  predecessor. 

The  other  event  to  which  I  alluded  may  be  introduced  by  a 
remark,  stating  the  confident  opinion  of  the  English  premier, 
and  of  Mr.  Dundas,  secretary  for  the  war  department,  that  the 
Dutch,  insulted  by  the  arrogance  and  injured  by  the  rapacity 
of  the  French,  would  be  pleased  with  such  an  opportunity  of 
shaking  off  the  yoke,  as  might  be  afforded  by  a  strong  fleet 
and  army,  sent  by  princes  who  either  were,  or  sn])])osed  them- 
selves to  be,  deeply  interested  in  opposing  the  aggrandisement 
of  France.  Great  Britain  was  fully  sensible  of  the  expediency 
of  taking  vigorous  measures  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  Russian 
court  expressed  an  inclination  to  promote  the  same  object.  Sir 
Ralph  Abercromby  sailed  with  an  army  at  the  close  of  the  sum- 
mer, and  effected  a  landing  at  the  Helder  Point.  As  the  troops 
advanced,  they  were  attacked  with  spirit ;  but  they  killed  a 
great  number  of  the  assailants,  and  seized  the  fort.  Two  large 
ships,  and  many  frigates  and  sloops,  were  also  captured. 

When  the  invaders  had  struggled  for  some  time  with  want  of 
accommodation, they  puslied forward  toa  place  where  they  were 
better  lodged  and  supplied.  A  combined  army  of  French  and 
Dutch  then  endeavoured  to  check  their  progress  ;  and  a  battle 
ensued,  which  terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  English.  The 
Russian  host  soon  after  arrived  :  and  the  collision  became  still 
more  violent. 

The  expectation  of  being  joined  in  the  field  by  the  Dutch 
proved  fallacious.  They  were  not  willing  to  come  forward  in 
aid  of  their  former  allies  ;  and  if  they  had  been  so  disposed,  the 
increasing  numbers  of  French  soldiers,  sent  to  animate  them 
against  the  English,  would  have  overawed  and  deterred  them. 
The  British  and  Russian  troops  now  attacked  the  whole  line; 
Se  t  IQ  ^^^  *'^^  latter  bore  down  ail  opposition,  until,  having 
'  *  *  *  penetrated  too  far  to  be  assisted  by  the  less  furious 
English,  they  were  flanked  by  general  Vandamme.    They  re- 
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sisted  with  j^reat  courage,  but  could  not  effect  their  retreat  be- 
fore two  thousand  five  hundred  of  their  number  had  been  killed, 
wounded,  or  taken.  The  British  columns  displayed  intrepidity, 
and  at  the  same  time  preserved  order:  but  their  commander, 
the  duke  of  York,  was  induced  to  [J^ive  orders  for  a  retreat,  al- 
though (bv  his  own  account)  sixty  officers  and  above  three  thou- 
sand common  men  were  captured  by  his  battalions. 

A  fleet  of  eight  sail  of  the  line  in  the  Texel,  commanded  by 
Storv,  had  already  been  transferred  from  the  authority  of  the 
republic  to  that  of  the  fugitive  stadtholder.     The  admiral  pre 
tended  that  he  was  a  zealous  repulilicau,  but  that  the  traitors 
whom  he  commanded  were  unwilling  to  obey  !iim  and  to  fight. 

In  a  conflict  near  Bergen  and  Egmont,  the  English  q      - 
and   their  fellow-combatants  were  victorious  :    but,  of 
the  former,  above  thirteen  hundred  were  killed  or  wounded.  In 
a  subse  |uent  engagement,  likewise,  the  enemy  lost  the  honor  of 
the  day  :  but  the  troops  of  the  two  nations  purchased  with  great 
loss  their  uni-nportant  advantage. 

The  impracticability  of  expelling  the  French  from  Holland, 
notwithstanding  these  victories,  at  length  became  evident;  and, 
as  the  season  precluded  offensive  operations  against  those  uho 
were  better  sheltered  and  protected  than  the  invaders,  a  retreat 
was  proposed  in  a  council  of  war,  and  readily  voted.  But,  to 
secure  the  retreat,  it  was  necessarv  either  to  negotiate,  or  to 
inundate  the  country.  The  former  measure  being  adopted,  ge- 
neral Brune  demanded  a  restitution  of  the  fleet  lately  given  up 
bv  Story,  and  a  surrender  of  fifteen  thousand  prisoners,  out  of 
the  n amber  taken  before  this  campaign.  The  duke  of  York 
objected  to  both  these  demands  as  unreasonable  ;  and,  after  far- 
ther discussion,  it  was  agreed  that  only  eight  thousand  q  .  ^ 
captives  should  be  restored  without  exchange. 

The  joy  of  the  directory  at  the  expulsion  of  the  English  and 
Russians  from  Holland,  did  notlong  subsist  undiminished.  The 
re-appearance  and  popularity  of  Bonaparte  threatened  them 
with  a  change  of  government.  That  ambitious  general,  that 
artful  politician,  resolved  to  direct  to  his  own  advantage  the 
discontent  which  prevailed.  Sieves,  who  was  then  a  member 
of  the  directory,  held  meetings  with  Roederer,  Talleyrand,  Vol- 
ney,  and  Renard  de  St.  Jea::  d'Angeli ;  and,  aft-r  various  dis- 
cussion, it  was  decreed  that  a  consulate  should  be  formed  with 
a  man  of  great  military  talents  at  its  head.  Berthier,  Moreau, 
and  other  generals  who  ere  then  in  Paris,  were  not  acquainted 
with  the  particular  schemes  of  the  Corsican,  though  they  well 
knew  his  earnest  desire  of  political  power.  When  it  was  pro- 
posed that  he  should  be  invested  v,ith  the  command  of  the  mili- 
tia or  guard  of  the  capita'    ;he  greater  part  of  the  assembly  ot 
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elders  concurred  in  the  vote  ;  and,  at  St.  Cloud,  an  extraordi- 
nary (but  not  unprecedented)  scene  occcurred-\ 
^  -^  Bonaparte,  insisting;  upon  an  immediate  change  for 
■*■  ^*  '  the  benfit  of  the  rejniblic,  supported  his  demand  by 
a  display  of  military  force.  Resolute  soldiers  rushed  into  the 
hall  where  the  council  of  five  hundred  had  opened  its  delibera- 
tions, and  met  with  little  opposition  when  they  ventured  to  ex- 
pel the  members.  By  both  councils  three  chief  magistrates 
were  appointed  ;  and  two  committees  were  instructed  to  prepare 
a  new  constitution.  Eighty  individuals  were  to  compose  a  se- 
nate ;  one  hundred  were  to  form  a  tribunate;  and  three  hun- 
dred a  legislative  body.  The  bold  general  and  Cambeceres 
were  to  act  as  consuls  for  ten  years,  and  Le  Brun  for  five. 
vSuch  were  the  important  fruits  of  Bonaparte's  sudden  return 
from  Egypt ! 

25  Memoirs  of  Talleyrand,  vol.  ii. 
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Cofitinuation  of  the  History  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens^  in  1802. 

Tr  may  at  first  excite  your  surprise,  my  dear  son,  that  the 
French,  after  wading  through  streams  of  blood  to  a  republic, 
ohould  so  soon  revert  to  monarchical  government ;  for  the  first 
consul  to  whom  they  now  submitted  had  the  power,  though  not 
the  name,  of  a  king.  The  Romans  retained,  for  many  centu- 
ries, their  hatred  to  royalty  and  their  republican  zeal  :  but  the 
French,  after  the  lapse  of  only  seven  years,  resigned  their  com- 
monwealth to  the  ambition  of  a  Corsican  adventurer.  Your  sur- 
prise on  this  occasion  will  be  diminished  by  reflecting  on  the 
volatile  character  of  the  people,  and  on  the  conduct  of  the  suc- 
cessive rulers  of  the  republic.  Under  the  name  of  a  free  gov- 
ernment, every  kind  of  oppression  was  exercised  :  life,  liberty, 
and  property,  became  the  sj)ort  of  inhuman  and  unprincipled 
men.  Wars  were  studiously  protracted  and  wantonly  multi- 
plied ;  and  repeated  conscriptions  uere  carried  into  effect  witli 
arbitrary  violence.  VV^ear}  of  such  despotism,  the  nation  wish- 
ed for  a  change,  and  seemed  to  acquiese  as  readily  in  Bona- 
parte's assumption  of  power,  as  if  he  had  claimed  the  sove- 
reignty by  a  regular  descent  from  Clovis  or  from  Hugh  Capet. 
The  change,  hou  ever,  was  merely  that  of  several  tyrants  for  one. 
A  general  promise  of  good  government,  on  the  part  of  the 
first  consul,  was  accompanied  with  a  particular  profession  of 
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pacific  inclination  :  but  those  who  were  acquainted  with  his 
character  did  not  give  credit  to  his  assurances  in  either  case. 
After  various  internal  arrangements,  he  intimated  to  our  court 
a  desire  of  an  accommodation  of  all  disputes,  in  an  epistle  not 
written  (according  to  etiquette)  by  one  of  his  ministers  to  the 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  but  addressed  by  him  to 
the  king  himself,  whose  patriotic  virtues  he  condescended  to  ap- 
plaud. He  mentioned  the  necessity  of  peace,  and  the  true  glory 
derivable  from  it ;  and  trusted  that  iv\o  nations  so  enlightened 
as  France  and  Great  Britain  wc.uld  no  longer  be  actuated  bv 
false  ideas  of  glory  and  greatness.  Lord  Grenville 
affirmed,  in  the  answer  which  he  was  ordered  to  '  ' 
write,  that  "  the  king  had  given  frequent  proofs  of  his  sincere 
desire  of  the  re-establishment  of  secure  and  permanent  tran- 
quility in  Europe  ;"  and  denied,  that  he  either  was  or  had 
been  engaged  in  any  *'  contest  for  a  vain  and  false  glory,"  as 
he  had  only  endeavoured  *'  to  maintain,  against  all  aggression, 
the  rights  and  happiness  of  his  subjects."  He  added,  that  it 
would  be  useless  to  negotiate  while  the  French  seemed  stili  to 
cherish  those  principles  which  had  involved  Europe  in  a  long 
and  destructive  warfare. 

The  minister  exposed  himself  to  censure  by  not  accepting  the 
offer  of  negotiation.  It  uas  argued,  that  the  interest  of  Bona- 
parte urged  him  to  make  peace,  as  he  would  naturally  wish  to 
consolidate  his  power  at  leisure,  and  gratify  with  a  return  of 
tranquillity  the  people  who  had  raised  him  to  the  dignified  sta- 
tion of  their  first  magistrate;  that  terms  less  unfavourable  or 
dishonourable  might  therefore  be  obtained  from  him  than  the 
directory  would  have  granted  ;  that,  with  regard  to  the  observ- 
ance of  a  treaty,  good  faith  might  at  least  as  confidently  be  ex- 
pected from  him  as  from  the  house  of  Bourbon,  u  hose  honour 
had  rarely  been  a  theme  of  encomium  ;  and  that  an  experiment 
might  be  made  without  injury,  as  even  a  short  respite  from  war 
would  afford  a  seasonable  relief,  without  paralysing  the  future 
efforts  of  our  countrymen ;  and  that,  even  if  no  treaty  should 
result  from  negotiation,  our  court  might  claim  some  merit  from 
having  evinced  a  readiness  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

An  address  in  favor  of  vigorous  hostilities  being  voted  by  each 
house,  ample  supplies  w  ere  granted,  and  the  heavy  tax  upon  in* 
come  was  rendered  still  more  oppressive.  Whatever  the  premier 
desired,  in  point  of  policy,  finance,  and  legislation,  he  easily 
obtained  ;  so  blind  and  so  general  was  the  confidence  that  was 
reposed  in  him  ! 

This  cession  was  rendered  unusually  interesting  by  the  agita- 
tion and  adoption  of  a  grand  scheme  of  legislative  union.  The 
existing  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  not  being 
deemed  sufficiently  close  for  mutual  safety,  it  was  proposed  in 
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the  cabinet,  soon  after  the  suppression  of  the  Irish  rebellion,  that 
the  iu'(j  parliaments  should  be  united. 

There  was  reason  to  expect,  that  the  subversion  of  a  resident 
and  independent  parliament  would  wound  the  feelinp;sof  a  hijj^h- 
spirited  nation,  and  that  the  loss  of  some  advantacjes  derivable 
from  such  a  legislature  would  be  m'^re  considered  by  the  popular 
memb^-rs  and  by  a  numerous  part  of  the  community,  than  the 
probable  acquisition  of  general  benefit  from  an  imperial  parlia- 
ment. Even  the  rumor  of  the  scheme,  therefore,  excited  in  Ire- 
land strong  sensations  of  disgust;  and,  when  the  lord  lieutenant* 
mentioned  the  king's  hope  of  a  speedy  improvement  of  the  con- 
nexirn  between  the  realms,  some  of  the  most  eloquent  members 
of  the  house  of  conwf'ons  so  forcibly  roused  the  assembly,  that  all 
the  efforts  of  the  ministry  could  only  procure,  in  one  division,  a 
iraj(;rity  of  one,  and,  in  another,  a  preponderance  of  two  votes. 
In  U'o  si.bsequent  discussions,  each  party  alternately  prevailed. 

Addressing  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Pitt  insisted 
on  the  expediency  of  applying,  to  the  case  of  Ireland,  that  prin- 
ciple ofunirn  vhich  had  been  so  advantageously  brought  into 
practice  at  a  time  when  alarming  discord  prevailed  between  the 
English  and  Scottish  parliaments.  He  did  not  say  that  any  se- 
rious disagreement  existed  between  the  Irish  legislature  and  that 
of  Britain;  but,  frc  m  the  independence  of  the  former,  and  the 
risque  of  its  being  occasionally  influenced  bv  local  prejudices,  or 
by  the  arts  of  factious  demagogues,  he  apprehended  that  a  mate- 
rial variance  might  som.etimes  arise  on  points  essential  to  the 
welfare  of  the  British  empire.  This  danger  was  the  more 
alarming,  as  the  French  (he  said)  were  still  meditating,  in  con- 
cert with  Jacobinical  traitors,  an  absolute  disjunction  of  Ire- 
land iVoui  the  empire  w  ith  uhich  it  had  lieen  so  long  connected. 

The  outlines  of  the  plan  were  repeatedly  discussed  in  both 
hoi  ses.  A  scheme  of  such  magnitude  and  importance  could  not 
be  expected  to  pass  without  multifarious  strictures  and  spirited 
animadversion.  It  was  assailed  by  the  sarcastic  w  it  and  nervous 
oratory  of  Sheridan,  the  more  chaste  and  dignified  eloquence  of 
Grey,  the  acuteness  of  Tierney,  and  the  casuistry  of  Laurence. 
The  earl  of  Moira  opposed  it  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
repugnant  to  the  wishes  of  the  peo])le  of  Ireland  :  earl  Fitzw  il- 
liam  and  lord  Holland  resisted  it,  because  they  conceived  that  it 
w  as  unnecessary,  and  might  be  highly  injurious  to  the  connex- 
ion which  it  was  intended  to  cement. 

The  minister  was  stigmatised  as  an  Arch-Jacobin  who  on  pre- 
tence of  im])rovement,  wished  to  encroach  on  the  freedom  and 
invade  the  rights  of  an  independent  nation  ;  as  an  advocate  of 
tyranny,  w  ho  aimed  not  only  at  the  subjugation  of  Ireland,  but 

I  In  January,  1799. 
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also  (l)v  the  transfer  of  subservient  members  from  the  enslaved 
country)  at  the  annihilation  of  the  liberiies  of  Britain  ; — and  as 
a  systeniatic  deserter  of  those  constitutional  and  patriotic  prin- 
ciples u  idi  n  hich  he  had  commcncetl  his  parliamentary  career.  It 
v\as  affiimed,  that  every  |)urpose  of  connexion  uas  answered  by 
the  identity  of  the  executive  power  of  the  tv^o  realms,  and  by 
other  ties  of  established  efficacy  ;  that,  even  in  the  event  of  the 
pr(.posed  union,  there  could  not  be  that  incorporation,  either 
physical  or  political,  u  hich  had  been  adjusted  in  the  case  of  Scot- 
land ;  that  the  removal  of  all  relip,ious  rebtrictions  would  more 
effectually  promote  C(  ncordand  unity  than  the  subversion  of  the 
parliament  ot  Ireh.nd;  that  mischievous  discord  might  be  appre- 
hended from  an  enforcement  of  the  execrated  project;  and  that 
nothing  but  the  declared  senseof  the  people,  freely  given  in  new 
elections,  could  justify  such  an  extraordinary  measure. 

None  of  the  arguments  or  remonstrances  adduced  or  urged 
could  prevail  on  the  cabinet  to  abandon  the  scheme  :  it  was 
merely  postponed  for  a  year.  This  delay  tended  to  strengthen 
the  ministerial  interest  in  the  Irish  house  of  commons  ;  and  a 
majority  of  forty-two  voted  against  the  popular  cause,  j  „ 

This  commanding  superiority  continued  until  all  the 
articles,  framed  according  to  the  outlines  v\hich  had  been  sketch- 
ed and  voted  in  England,  u  ere  included  by  the  two  houses  in  an 
address  to  his  majesty.  The  different  provisions  were  succes- 
sively examined  and  adopted  by  the  British  lords  and  commons; 
and  the  bill  at  leni^th  received  the  roval  assent.     It   r  i 
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contained  eight  articles.  By  the  three  first,  an  union  •' 
of  the  tv\  o  realms,  a  confirmation  of  the  protestant  succession,  and 
a  consolidation  of  the  parliaments  were  ordered.  The  next  sti- 
pulation adjusted  the  mode  of  securing  the  interests  of  Ireland 
in  the  combined  legislative  body.  For  this  purpose,  four  pfe- 
lates  were  ordered  to  sit  alternately  in  each  session,  and  twenty- 
eight  laic  peers  were  to  be  chosen  for  life,  while  two  members 
for  each  of  the  thirty-two  counties,  and  thirty-six  citizens  and 
burgesses,  were  to  represent  the  Hibernian  commons.  The  fifth 
article  united  the  churches  of  England  and  Ireland,  leaving  that 
of  Scotland  still  distinct.  By  the  sixth  it  \\  as  provided,  that  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  should  "  be  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges,  and  be  on  the  same  footing,  as  to  encourage- 
ments and  bounties  on  articles  of  commerce,  being  the  gro-.vth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  either  country."  The  seventh  left 
the  public  debt  of  each  kingdom  on  a  separate  basis,  w  ith  re- 
gard to  interest  and  final  liquidation ;  and  required  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  united  kingdom  should  be  defrayed  in  the  pro- 
portion of  fifteen  parts  for  Britain  and  two  parts  for  Ireland  ; 
but  after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years,  it  was  to  be  at  the  option  of 
the  parliament  to  continue  this  arrangement  or  fix  a  new  rate. 
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The  eighth  article  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the  laws 
\vhicli  were  then  in  ibrce,  and  the  preservation  of  the  regular 
courts  of  judicature,  subject,  however,  to  such  alterations  as 
might  appear  to  the  legislature  to  be  occasionally  expedient. 

These  stipulations  and  arrangements  were  well  calculated  for 
the  purpose  at  which  the  court  aimed  ;  but  the  measure  would 
have  been  more  worthy  of  praise,  if  it  had  not  been  forced  upon 
the  Irish  nation.  The  exercise  of  every  kind  of  influence  upon 
the  house  of  commons,  and  the  omission  of  that  constitutional 
appeal  to  the  electors  w  hich  so  important  a  change  required  (an 
appeal  which  the  minister  would  readily  have  recommended  in 
a  case  connected  with  his  personal  interests,)  precluded  the  free- 
dom of  assent,  and  prevented  the  act  of  union  from  being  a  fair 
compact  between  independent  nations. 

The  first  consul  thought  less  of  an  invasion  of  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland  than  of  the  personal  prosecution  of  the  war  against 
the  emperor  of  Germany.  The  difficulties  of  an  Alpine  passage 
served  only  to  stimulate  his  ardor.  He  joined  the  army  which 
had  been  ordered  to  rendezvous  near  the  lake  of  Geneva,  and 
proceeded  to  Martigni,  in  the  Valais.  At  the  village  of  St. 
Peter,  it  was  necessary  to  hollow  the  trunks  of  trees  into  the 
form  of  troughs,  that  the  cannon  might  slide  along  in  them. — 
The  gun  carriages  were  conveyed  on  sledges,  except  the  wheels, 
which  were  carried  upon  poles;  and  the  men  could  only  ascend 
the  mountain  of  St.  Bernard  one  by  one,  moving  with  the  ut- 
most caution.  The  descent  was  still  more  dangerous;  but  scarce- 
Iv  any  lives  were  lost,  either  by  precipitous  falls  or  by  the  over- 
uhelming  force  of  masses  of  hardened  snow.  Aosta,  though 
occupied  by  an  Hungarian  battalion,  was  quickly  reduced  :  the 
fort  of  Bard"  might  have  been  long  defended;  but  it  made  a  very 
week  resistance.  A  detachment  under  general  Boudet  scaled 
the  walls  of  Ivrea :  Lasnes  stormed  Romagno,  and  Murat 
seized  Vercelli.  The  Tessino  was  crossed  in  the  face  of  the 
enemv  ;  and  the  city  of  Milan  quietly  received  the  invaders. — 
At  Pavia  valuable  magazines  were  found  :  Placentia  was  not 
sufficiently  protected :  nor  was  the  passage  of  the  Po  effectually 
obstructed". 

While  the  first  consul  was  at  Milan,  the  fate  of  Genoa  was 
determined.  The  siege  had  been  converted  into  a  blockade, 
after  several  fierce  conflicts,  in  which  both  parties  lost  a  multi- 
tude of  men.  General  Massena,  with  a  small  French  andCis- 
Alpine  garrison,  found  considerable  difficulty  in  preserxing 
order  arnong  the  inhabitants  ;  of  whom,  during  the  blockade, 
fifteen  thousand  are  said  to  have  perished,  many  by  famine, 
others  by  epidemic  diseases.    When  he  agreed  to  a  surrender 

2  Marengo,  ou  la  Campagne  d'llalie,  par  Joseph  Petit. 
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of  the  place,  he  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  called  a  capitulation  ; 
he  and  the  brave  garrison  merely  consented  to  retired 

An  engagement  at  Montebello  preceded  the  decisive  batde  of 
Maren|j;^o.  The  Austrians  had  the  advantage  for  soine  hours; 
but,  uhen  the  division  of  general  Watrin  had  warmly  support- 
ed the  French  van,  the  republicans  prevailed,  and  drove  their 
adversaries  toward  Voghera,  capturing  above  four  thousand 
men.  The  victors  waited  at  San-Juliano  for  the  arrival  of  the 
rest  of  the  army  ;  and  the  plain  of  Marengo,  between  Tortona 
and  Alessandria,  became  the  scene  of  a  memorable  conflict. 

With  such  energy  did  the  Austrians  commence  and  prosecute 
the  conflict,  that  ijeneral  Victor,  and  the  left  wins:  t 
were  thrown  into  great  disorder.  Both  the  cavalry 
and  infantry  retired  into  the  rear ;  and  the  anxious  consul  was 
alarmed  with  the  dread  of  danger.  The  centre,  and  the  righb- 
wing  under  Lasnes,  continued  to  resist:  yet  these  divisions  uere 
at  length  repelled.  Murat  with  a  body  of  dragoons,  protected 
the  right  flank  of  Victor  ;  and  Bonaparte  sent  succours  to  the 
other  divisions  :  but  the  tide  of  success  still  flowed  in  favor  of 
theAustrians,  who  had  out  stretched  the  French  aad  threatened 
to  turn  their  army.  The  grenadiers  of  the  consular  guard  now 
strove  to  support  the  honor  of  the  republic,  and  sustained  three 
charges  Vvithout  shrinking.  Another  attack  compelled  them  to 
retreat,  yet  without  wild  haste  or  confusion. 

The  greater  part  of  liie  French  troops  that  had  not  wholly 
ceased  to  fight,  occupied  a  defile,  which  was  fenced  on  one  side 
by  a  wood,  and  on  the  other  by  thick  vine-yards.  The  village 
of  Marengo  flanked  this  position  to  the  left.  The  Austrian  ge- 
neral, bringing  up  a  formidable  line  of  artillery,  posted  his  in- 
fantry in  the  wood  and  the  vine-yards,  and  kept  his  cavalry  in 
readiness  to  seize  every  advantage, — indeed,  to  complete  the 
expected  discomfiture  of  the  enemy. 

Now  appeared,  very  opportunely  for  the  credit  and  power  of 
Bonaparte,  the  division  of  Monnier  and  Desaix  ;  and  their  ar- 
rival encouraged  thf  re-advance  of  a  great  number  of  fugitives. 
The  consul  and  Berthier  ran  among  the  ranks,  and  inspired 
confidence  by  their  exhortations,  while  the  hostile  artillery 
thundered  upon  the  defile.  B :>ldly  rushing  forward,  the  French 
soon  checked  the  manoeuvres  ^^>n(^  the  efforts  vvhich  threatened 
to  surround  their  army  :  and  Melas,  who,  before  he  perceived 
the  approach  of  the  fresh  divisions,  had  incautiously  extended 
his  wing,  found  himself  unable  to  secure  the  advantage  which 
he  had  apparently  gained.  His  men  fell  back  from  the  borders 
of  the  defile  ;  but  they  fought  in  the  plain  with  some  remains  of 
spirit.     The  cavalry,  attacked  by  the  bayonet,  were  so  discon- 

3  Journal  dc-s  Operations  MHitaires  da  Sie^e  t-t  dii  Blocns  de  Genes  par  un  des  officiers 
G6f!eraux  de  I'Armec  d'llalk*. 
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certed  that  they  could  not  protect  the  infantry  ;  and  a  host  so 
neai  the  point  of  triumph  did  not  escape  defeat.  The  impetu- 
osity of  Murat  completed  the  eincacy  of  the  impression  t-vade 
by  Desaix  ;  to  whose  memory  (f^r  he  fell  in  the  action)  due  ho- 
nors were  paid  by  his  victorious  countryman*. 

According  to  a  French  statement,  six  thousand  of  the  Austri- 
ans  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  seven  thousand,  besides  seven 
generals,  were  made  prisoners;  while,  in  the  opposite  army, 
only  eight  hundred  men  lost  their  lives,  two  thousand  were 
wounded,  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  captured.  But  this 
account  is  not  so  well  suj)ported  as  to  ensure  belief.  The  form- 
er calculation  must   be  diminished,  and  the  latter  augmented. 

The  shock  of  signal  defeat,  following  the  sanguine  hope  of  an 
important  victory,  had  such  an  effect  on  the  baron  de  Melas, 
that  he  requested  the  favor  of  a  truce,  and  even  agreed  to  the 
surrender  of  Genoa  (so  lately  and  so  dearly  purchased,)  and  of 
the  principal  fortresses  of  Piedmont  and  the  Milanese. 

Compared  with  the  campaign  of  Italy,  that  of  Germany  was 
not  highly  important,  in  the  eye  of  a  soldier,  but  was  by  no 
means  of  slight  import  in  the  view  of  a  philanthrophist,  as  it 
proved  fatal  to  a  great  number  of  human  beings.  In  the  batdes 
of  Engen  and  Moskirch,  the  exertions  of  general  Kray  on  the 
one  hand,  and  of  Moreau  on  the  other,  did  not  secure  to  either 
of  those  commanders  the  undoubted  honors  of  victory.  Subse- 
quent engagements  opened  to  the  French  a  passage  into  the 
heart  of  Bavaria  ;  and  the  usual  course  of  plunder  ensued. 

A  renewed  negotiation  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  republic  had  no  other  effect  than  that  of  inducing  the 
emperor  to  refuse  his  assent  to  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
which  had  been  signed  in  his  name  by  the  count  de  St.  Julien; 
and  the  war  re  commenced  in  the  autumn  ;  but  the  battle  of 
Hohenlinden  checked  his  raising  hopes.  The  Austrian  centre, 
yv  o  on  that  occasion  was  pierced  by  the  continued  efforts  ^ 
of  the  French ;  and  the  wings  were  broken  with  less 
difficulty.  Pushing  into  Upper  Austria,  the  victors  reached 
the  banks  of  the  Ens.  The  terror  of  their  arms  led  to  a  truce, 
as  their  countrymen  w^ere  at  the  same  time  prosecuting  a  career 
of  success  in  Italy. 

The  treaty  of  Luneville  was  now^  concluded.  Francis  con- 
PK  0  i«ni  sented  to  make  some  additions  in  Germany  to  the 
*  territories  ceded  at  the  former  pacification,  and 
acquiesced  in  the  transfer  of  the  Tuscan  duchy  (which,  as  well 
as  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  had  been  recovered  in  1799)  to  the 
duke  of  Parma. 

Great  Britain  thus  lost  an  ally,  at  a  time  when  another  prince 
also  seceded  from  the  coalition.  The  English  had  been  unsuc- 

4  La  Campagne  d'ltalic,  par  Petit,— Voyage  en  Suisse  et  en  llalie,  fait  avec  l'Arm6e  de 
Reserve. 
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cessful  in  an  attempt  upon  Ferrol  :  but  they  took  Curacoa,  and 
reduced  Malta  by  blockade.  By  not  surrendering  the  latter 
island,  howex  er,  to  the  chivalrous  potentate  who  had  been  de- 
clared patron  of  the  order,  they  inflamed  the  resentment  of  one 
whom  the  intrig^ues  of  the  French  had  already  alienated  from 
the  British  court.  The  czar  ordered  a  detention  of  their  ships 
and  a  confinement  of  the  seamen,  and  prevailed  upon  the  Da- 
nish and  Swedish  courts  to  concur  in  an  armed  neutrality. 

This  lea^riie  did  not  intimidate  the  En^^lish  premier.  He  re- 
solved to  face  the  storm,  rather  than  give  way  to  it ;  but,  when 
actual  hostilities  arose  in  the  Baltic,  he  was  no  longer  a  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet. 

A  change  of  administration,  for  which  many  had  long  wished, 
now  took  place.  Mr.  Pitt  was,  apparently,  so  established,  that 
no  hope  of  his  expulsion  from  the  helm  arose  to  cheer  the  ranks 
of  opjiosition.  It  seemed  as  if  he  could  accomplish  any  mea- 
sure, however  unconstitutional,  and  carry  any  scheme  into  ef- 
fect, however  absurd  or  impolitic.  There  was,  however,  one 
project  to  which  he  could  not  prevail  upon  his  royal  master  to 
agree.  When  he  was  employed  in  promoting  the  union  with 
Ireland,  he  persuaded  the  catholics  to  favor  the  scheme,  by 
holding  out  the  prospect  of  a  repeal  of  those  restrictions  to 
which  they  were  still  subjected.  He  did  not  solemnly  pledge 
himself  to  that  effect,  but  assured  them  that  he  was  a  well- 
wisher  to  their  emancipation,  and  added  that  they  might  rea- 
sonably expect  to  be  gratified,  as  it  would  no  longer  be  unsafe 
to  indulge  them.  But,  when  he  mentioned  the  affair  in  the  ca- 
binet, the  king  opposed  it  from  conscientious  motives,  alleging, 
that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  at  his 
coronadon  for  the  maintenace  of  the  religion  established  by 
law.  Piqued  at  this  resistance  on  the  part  of  a  prince  who  had 
so  long  followed  the  advice  of  his  ministers,  and  wishing  for  a 
temporary  release  from  the  fatigues  and  the  anxieties  of  office, 
the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  resigned  his  employment ;  and  lord 
Grenville,  earl  Spencer,  and  other  members  of  the  cabinet,  also 
retired  from  their  stations. 

Bred  under  the  eye  of  an  able  orator  and  an  admired  states- 
man, Mr.  Pitt  had  received  early  instruction  in  the  art  of  public 
speaking  and  in  politics:  but  he  did  not  possess  equal  merit  in 
both  departments.  He  had  a  greater  fluency  of  speech  than  ex- 
tent of  capacity,  more  eloquence  than  judgment,  more  splendor 
of  oratory  than  profundity  of  wisdom.  Elate  with  the  admira- 
tion which  had  attended  his  first  parliamentary  efforts,  he  fan- 
cied himself  capable  of  conducting  the  machine  of  government 
with  a  masterly  hand  and  with  pre-eminent  skill.  In  this  re- 
spect, he  arrogated  higher  praise  than  he  deserved.  But,  as  I 
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have  already  traced  the  course  of  his  administration,  1  need  not 
recapitulate  my  sentiments.  I  shall  merely  add,  that  he  was  so 
far  disinterested,  as  not  to  become  opulent  by  the  spoils  of  the 
nation,  though  he  consented  to  accept  a  sinecure  as  a  recom- 
pense for  the  toils  of  state. 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  Mr.  Henry  Addington,  who. 
for  above  eleven  years,  had  enjoyed  the  honorable  post  of 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons.  Lord  Hawkesbury,  known 
in  that  assembly  by  his  suggestion  of  the  probable  facility  of  a 
march  to  Paris,  was  elevated  to  the  important  station  of  secre- 
tary for  foreign  affairs  :  the  direction  of  the  admiralty  was  com- 
mitted to  sir  John  Jervis,  who,  for  his  victory  over  the  Spa- 
niards, had  been  ennobled  as  earl  of  St.  Vincent :  lord  Hobart 
became  minister  of  the  war  department  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Dundas, 
who  subsequently  obtained  for  his  services  the  honors  of  the 
peerage  ;  and  lord  Eldon  was  commissioned  to  preside  in  the 
court  of  chancery,  as  lord  Loughborough  had  joined  his  friends 
in  the  act  of  resignation. 

Mr.  Pitt  hoped  to  direct  the  new  premier  in  his  general  ope- 
rations, without  the  responsibility  of  actual  office  ;  but  Mr.  Ad- 
dington, trusting  to  the  favor  of  his  sovereign,  to  whom  his 
conciliatory  manners  rendered  him  more  acceptable  as  a  confi- 
dential member  of  the  cabinet  than  the  ex-minister,  was  less 
compliant  than  his  patron  wished  or  expected.  From  inclina- 
tion, however,  he  pursued  the  general  line  of  policy  which  had 
marked  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

Favorable  intelligence  from  the  north  quickly  followed  the 
new  appointments  :  but  whatever  merit  might  be  claimed  by 
the  cabinet  for  the  success  in  the  Baltic,  was  due  to  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  official  coadjutors,  by  whom  a  considerable  fleet  had 
been  sent  out  under  the  command  of  sir  Hyde  Parker. 

Denmark  was  the  first  object  of  attack,  being  the  nearest  and 
also  the  weakest  of  the  three  northern  states.  Resistance  was 
expected  from  both  sides  of  the  sound  ;  but  only  the  garrison  of 
Cronenburg  fired  upon  the  intruders.  The  Danes  still  retain 
some  portion  of  the  courage  of  tlieir  ancestors.  Trusting  to  the 
spirit  of  the  people,  the  court  resolved  to  maintain  its  preten- 
sions, by  resisting  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain.  Prepara- 
tions were  made  with  an  alacrity  that  could  scareely  have  been 
expected  from  a  nation  which  had  been  so  long  at  peace ;  and, 
as  it  was  supposed  that  admiral  Parker  neg-lecting  inferior  ob- 
jects, would  attack  the  metropolis,  neu  fortifirations  were  erect- 
ed, and  all  the  modes  of  defence  which  the  situation  would 
allow  were  eagerly  adopted. 

The  Britisli  fleet,  having  passed  the  Sound  with,  little  injury, 
presenter!  itself  befor-^  the  Danish  capital ;  and  lord  Nelson  in 
the  Elephant,  with  eleven  other  ships  of  the  line,  four  frigates, 
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.     .,  ^  four  sloops,  seven  bomb-vessels,  and  two  fire-ships,  at- 

P  ""  tacked  the  line  of  defence,  composed  of  seven  sail  of 
the  line  and  ten  large  floating  batteries,  besides  gun-boats.  The 
engagement  was  very  spirited  on  both  sides.  The  result  was 
favorable  to  British  valor,  and  graced  the  brow  of  Ne'son  with 
a  new  wreath.  All  the  Danish  ships  that  Iziore  a  share  in  the  ac- 
tion were  sunk,  burned,  or  taken,  after  tw(,>  thousand  of  the  de- 
fenders, and  above  nine  hundred  and  forty  of  the  assailants,  had 
been  killed  or  wounded. 

The  Danes  were  humbled  by  this  defeat ;  being  convinced 
of  the  firm  determinatimi  of  Great  Britain  to  support  her  mari- 
time superiority  by  a  violence  which  strict  justice  u-ouki  not 
authorise,  and  which  only  the  customary  latitude  of  selfish  po- 
licy could  paliate  or  in  any  degree  excuse.  They  would  not, 
however,  have  so  soon  relinquished  or  waved  their  pretensions, 
if  their  powerful  ally  had  remained  in  the  enjoyment  of  life  and 
of  power. 

The  Russian  prince  did  not  govern  with  wisdom  or  modera- 
tion. He  had  no  sound  principles  ;  he  followed  no  regular  sys- 
tem. He  had  not  the  benevolence  of  a  philanthropist,  the  mag- 
nanimity  of  a  hero,  the  judgment  of  a  legislator,  or  the  sagacity 
of  a  politician.  Mr.  Pitt  could  speak  in  high  terms  of  his  great 
qualities,  when  he  entered  into  the  crusade  against  France:  but, 
in  such  a  cause  that  minister  would  have  panegyrised  the  good 
sense  of  an  idiot,  and  have  applauded  the  humanity  of  a  tyrant. 
Paul  was  not  so  estimable  or  so  great  a  man  as  he  was  repre- 
sented in  the  animated  but  delusive  declarations  of  a  Pitt,  or  in 
the  vapid  effusions,  and  unprophetic  strains  of  a  Pybus.  He  was 
a  weak  and  narrow-minded  prince,  unqualified  for  the  due  dis- 
charge of  the  functions  of  imperial  sway.  Having  entailed  upon 
himself  the  hatred  both  of  the  nobility  and  the  people,  he  was 
murdered  by  a  party  of  bold  conspirators,  who  placed  upon  the 
throne  his  eldest  son  Alexander,  then  in  the  twen-  jyj.^^^,]^  24 
ty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

The  new  czar,  in  the  ukase  in  which  he  announced  his  acces- 
sion, declared  his  determination  of  governing  the  empire  by  the 
laws  of  "  his  august  grandmother,  Catharine  the  Great,"  and 
in  conformity  with  her  general  system.  He  commenced  his  po- 
litical career  with  some  judicious  and  patriotic  regulations.  He 
gratified  every  class  of  his  subjects  with  marks  of  his  regard. 
He  abolished  the  degrading  servility  of  homage  wliich  had  been 
exacted,  not  only  from  the  lowest  but  from  the  highest  of  the 
people,  when  the  sovereign  or  any  part  of  his  family  appeared 
in  public :  he  released  many  individuals  whose  liberty  had  been 
sacrificed  to  the  vengeance,  not  the  justice,  of  an  arbitrary  and 
secret  tribunal :  he  rendered  the  nobles  less  liable  to  the  caprice 
of  despotism,  restored  the  privileges  of  citizens  and  burghers, 


396  THE  HISTORY  OF  pakt  iii. 

granted  to  the  peasants  the  right  of  cutting  timber  in  the  forests, 
and  increased  the  facilities  both  of  internal  traffic  and  foreign 
commerce. 

As  Alexander  had  spoken  of  Catharine's  system  in  terms  of 
praise,  some  politicians  supposed  that  he  would  adhere  to  the 
late  convention  :  but,  as  he  w  ished  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with 
Great  Britain  rather  than  with  France,  he  listened  with  patience 
to  the  expostulations  of  the  former  court ;  released  the  British 
vessels  from  the  embargo,  and  the  seamen  from  confinement ; 
and  consented  to  a  temperate  discussion  of  the  claim  of  search. 

When  a  truce  for  fourteen  weeks  had  been  adjusted  by  lord 
Neli-fin  with  major-general  Wahersdorff,  sir  Hyde  Parker  sail- 
ed to  Carlscrone,  and  deuianded  an  explicit  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  Swedish  monarch  would  relinquish,  or  prose- 
cute, the  hostile  schemes  which  he  had  formed  in  concert  with 
Russia.  Gustavus  replied,  that  he  was  determined  to  execute 
his  engagements  with  his  allies,  but  that  he  was  ready  to  listen 
to  equitable  proposals  of  accommodation,  regularly  oiSered  to 
the  united  northern  power  by  British  plenipotentiaries. 

Fitzherbert,  w  ho  had  negotiated  the  treaty  of  Versailles  for 
Great  Britain,  was  now  sent  to  Petersburg  to  supersede  the 
armed  neutrality  by  a  convention  less  unfavorable  to  the  mari- 
time interests  of  this  country.  While  he  was  thus  employed, 
the  subjects  of  the  three  northern  states  were  suffered  to  enjoy 
a  general  freedom  of  navigation  ;  and  a  confident  hope  of  peace 
succeeded  the  late  alarms. 

The  king  of  Prussia,  in  concert  widi  the  northern  confede- 
rates, had  taken  possession  of  Hanover  on  frivolous  pretences  : 
but,  influenced  by  the  altered  politics  of  the  court  of  Petersburg, 
he  now  announced  his  readiness  to  re-establish  his  suspended 
amity  wath  Great  Britain;  alleging,  that  the  measure  which  he 
had  been  induced  to  pursue,  as  an  ally  of  the  northern  powers, 
were  no  longer,  <'  applicable  or  expedient.''  '  Yet,  if  they  were 
applicable  or  expedient  before,  they  had  not  ceased  to  be  so, 
as  Britain  had  not  relinquished  the  pretensions  which  gave 
rise  to  the  confederacy.  The  rivers  w  hose  entrances  had  been 
obiitructed  by  his  order  against  British  vessels,  w^ere  now  re- 
opened ;  and  the  German  territories  of  our  sovereign  were 
restored. 

The  negotiation  soon  produced  an  agreement  between  Great 
J  ,-  Britain  and  Russia,  importing  that  even  a  convoy 
■  should  not  protect  neutral  trading  vessels  from  being 
subjected  to  a  visitation  or  search,  w  hen  ordered  by  the  captain 
of  a  ship  belonging  to  the  public  navy  of  a  belligerent  state  ; 
and  that  the  alleged  maxim,  "  free  ships  make  free  goods," 
should  not  secure  the  whole  or  any  part  of  a  cargo  from  being 
seized,  if  the  ejffects  or  goods  should  be  the  property  of  an  ene- 
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my  to  the  visitins^  nation ;  but  that  neutrals  mij^ht  carry  away 
the  produce,  either  raw  or  manutactured,  of  a  country  enfj;aged 
in  war  (yet  not  of  its  colonies)  after  having  obtained  it  by  re- 
gular purchase.  By  one  of  the  articles,  the  British  court  pro- 
mised to  restore  the  captured  colonies*  and  ships  of  the  Swedes 
and  Danes,  on  their  accedincj  to  this  convention. 

Soon  after  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Addington  to  the  chief  minis- 
terial post,  a  negotiation  had  been  opened  with  FiMiice,  in 
compliance  with  the  general  wish  of  the  united  nation.  While 
it  was  secretly  prosecuted,  the  war  in  Egypt  was  continued. 
Menou,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  French  army, 
when  Kleber  lost  his  life  by  the  dagger  of  a  Moslem  assassin, 
prepared  to  defend  the  country  against  a  British  force  which  ar- 
rived under  sir  Ralph  Abercromby.  The  debarkation  of  the 
latter  was  a  dangerous  service  ;  and  it  was  not  effected,  even  by 
the  bold  alertness  of  the  troops,  without  a  loss  which  the  officers 
lamented.  A  more  serious  loss  was  sustained  when  the  armv 
had  advanced  a  few  miles  from  the  place  of  landing:  and,  in  the 
engagement  which  proved  fatal  to  sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  the 
havock  was  still  greater.  A  false  attack  upon  the  « ,  . 
British  left,  preceded  a  resolute  attempt  to  turn  the 
right,  against  which  the  French  infantry,  supported  by  a  strong 
body  of  cavalry,  advanced  with  great  impetuosity.  Tivice  were 
these  assailants  repulsed:  but  they  did  not  retire  before  they  had 
suffered  severely.  Those  who  assaulted  the  centre  were  also 
compelled  to  retreat.  The  commander-in-chief  was  wounded  in 
the  thigh;  but  he  treated  the  wound  as  a  trifling  hurt  rather  than 
a  serious  injury,  and  coolly  continued  to  direct  the  movements 
of  the  army.  When  the  victory  was  ascertained,  the  energv  of 
his  mind  could  not  prevent  his  frame  from  .yielding  to  pain  and 
fatigue.  He  fainted,  and  was  conveyed  into  a  ship,  where  the 
effects  of  the  wound  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  an  excellent  officer 
and  meritorious  subject^. 

The  subsequent  operations  were  less  sanguinary.  General 
Hutchinson,  when  Rosetta  and  other  towns  had  been  taken  by  the 
English  and  the  Turks,  made  dispositions  for  the  siege  of  Grand 
Caiio,  which  the  French  soon  surrendered.  Alexandria  was 
afterwards  reduced  by  the  vigor  of  Hutchinson,  who  consented 
to  the  safe  conveyance  of  the  French  troops  to  their  ^^  _ 
native  country.  oept.  ^. 

Some  naval  occurrences  in  Europe  had  preceded  this  fortu- 
nate result  of  the  Egyptian  campaign.     An  attack  upon  some 

5  The  islands  of  St.  Bartholomew,  St.  Thomas,  and  Santa  Cniz,  had  been  seized  by  the 
English. 

6  G:;zette  of  Mwy  15.— Baldwin's  Political  Recollections  relative  to  Egypt.  In  these 
thnjf  engagemenis,  above  five  hundred  and  tlfiy  men  were  killed  on  the  part  of  the  English, 
and  almost  three  thousand  were  wounded. 
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French  ships,  in  the  bay  of  Als^eziras,  occasioned  the  loss  of  a 
British  ship  of  the  hne.  In  another  action,  sir  James  Saumarez 
captured  one  Spanish  vessel,  and  two  others  blew  up.  An  at- 
tempt to  destroy,  in  the  harbour  of  Boulogne,  the  flotilla  which 
had  been  constructed  for  an  invasion  of  England,  failed  even 
under  the  direction  of  lord  Nelson. 

Peace  was  at  length  restored.  Preliminaries  were  adjusted 
in  London  ;  and,  after  an  interval  nearly  of  six  months  from 
March  27  1802  ^^^^  agreement,  a  more  regular  treaty  was 
'  *  signed  at  Amiens,  importing  that  only  Ceylon 

in  the  east,  and  Trinidad  in  the  west  should  be  retained  by  his 
Britannic  majesty,  out  of  all  his  conquests  during  the  uar;  that 
his  ally,  the  queen  of  Portugal,  should  only  lose  Olivenza  (which 
had  been  lately  taken  by  the  Spaniards)  and  a  part  of  Guiana; 
that  Corfu  and  the  six  other  Venetian  islands  should  constitute 
a  republic ;  and  that  Malta  should  be  restored  to  its  former 
possessors. 

When  the  eventful  war  which  arose  from  the  French  revolu- 
tion was  thus  terminated,  the  power  of  the  repul^lic  was  enor- 
mously great.  With  the  territories  which  had  been  governed  by 
Louis  XVI.,  the  Netherlands  and  a  flourishing  portion  of  Ger- 
many were  incorporated,  as  well  as  Geneva,  the  duchy  of  Savoy, 
and  the  principality  of  Piedmont.  The  Dutch  bowed  their  necks 
to  Gallic  tyranny.  The  Swiss,  enslaved  by  the  directory,  had 
not  been  able  to  recover  their  independence.  Spain,  forgetful  of 
her  ancient  dignity,  was  a  subservient  and  degraded  ally.  The 
Cis- Alpine  state  was  completely  under  the  yoke  of  the  first  con- 
sul, who  had  been  constituted  its  president  for  ten  years.  It  not 
only  comprehended  the  Milanese,  but  included  a  considerable 
part  of  the  Venetian  territories,  the  duchies  of  Mantua,  Modena, 
and  Parma,  besides  some  of  the  provinces  which  had  belonged 
to  the  see  of  Rome.  Tuscany,  governed  by  a  vassal  king,  was 
in  effect  a  province  of  France  ;  and  the  Ligurian  republic  did 
not  presume  to  dispute  the  will  of  the  predominant  nation. 
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LETTER  XVI. 

A  View  of  the  Progress  of  Navigation,  Commerceyand  Colonisa" 
tion,  from  the  Peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  to  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens. 

THE  subject  of  this  letter,  my  dear  son,  is  comprehensive 
and  important,  and  particularly  interesting  to  the  native  of  a 
country  distinguished  by  maritime  power  and  commercial  great- 
ness. The  three  topics  in  question  were  brought  dovvn  in  a  for- 
mer epistle  to  the  time  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  insults  and  depredations 
committed  on  the  coasts  of  Spanish  America.  Of  the  voyage  of 
commodore  Anson  you  have  already  been  informed.  It  served 
to  harass  the  enemy,  while  it  extended  the  knowledge  of  seas 
and  coasts. 

While  Anson  was  diffusing  terror  along  the  coast  of  Peru, 
the  Spanish  mathematicians  Juan  and  UUoa  were  employed  in 
a  survey  of  that  interesting  country.  They  had  been  sent  by 
Philip  v.,  with  Condamine  and  other  members  of  the  French 
academy  of  sciences,  to  measure  a  degree  of  the  meridian  near 
the  equator,  and,  by  comparing  their  observations  widi  the  mea- 
surements taken  near  the  North  Pole,  to  ascertain  the  form  ot 
the  earth.  The  result  of  this  inquiry  was  a  confirmation  of  the 
opinion  of  sir  Isaac  Newton,  who  maintained  that  the  earth  was 
an  oblate  speroid,  flattened  at  the  poles,  and  projecting  near  the 
equator.  The  settlement  of  this  problem  was  important  in  geo- 
graphy and  navigation  ;  and  the  remarks  made  during  a  long 
residence  in  South  America  tended,  by  a  correction  of  errors  and 
prejudices,  to  a  melioration  of  the  state  of  the  Spanish  colonies^ 

For  many  years  after  the  voyage  of  Ulloa,  and  the  scientific 
expedition  of  Maupertuis  and  Clairault  toward  the  polar  circle, 
the  French  and  Spaniards  undertook  no  important  voyage ;  but 
the  Russians  were  particularly  active  in  exploration.  The  seas 
between  the  northern  parts  of  Asia  and  America  were  visited  by 
successive  navigators,  and  many  islands  were  discovered,  con- 
stituting what  is  denominated  the  Northern  Archi|3elago.  On 
some  of  these,  colonies  \*ere  planted. 

After  a  long  intermission  of  discovery  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  the  present  king  resolved  to  fit  out  sonie  ships  for  that 
purpose.  As  Byron  appeared  to  be  qualified  for  such  a  service, 

I  Voyage  Historique  dc  !'Ara6ri(jue  Meridionale,  fait  par  Doa  George  Juan  etUon  An  ■ 
toine  de  UUoa, 
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he  was  appointed  to  conduct  the  exploratory  expedition.  Of  the 
strait  of  Mui^ellan  (or  Magalhaens)  he  had  particular  orders  to 
make  as  correct  a  survey  as  the  weather  would  allow.  He  was 
employed  for  seven  weeks,  with  an  allouance  for  occasional  an- 
chorage, in  passing  through  the  strait :  but,  during  this  slow 
progress,  all  his  men  remained  in  a  good  state  of  health.  In 
traversing  the  Pacific,  the  scurvy  made  its  ajjpearance  among 
them  ;  and,  when  they  were  within  sight  of  some  fine  islands, 
they  C(;uld  not  sufficiently  approach  them  to  procure  seasonable 
supplies.  In  the  fifteenth  degree  of  southern  latitude,  and  the 
hundieii  and  fiftieth  of  western  longitude,  two  isles  (named  by 
Byron,  KingGeorge's  islands)  were  discovered.  Another,  which 
afterwards  presented  itself,  was  denominated  from  the  prince  of 
Wales;  one  from  the  duke  of  York;  and  several  other  well- inha- 
bited spots  in  the  ocean  were  seen  by  the  voyagers,  before  they 
reached  Tinian.  Hence  they  proceeded  to  the  isle  of  Java,  and 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  In  May  1766,  the  two  ships  re-ap- 
peared in  the  Downs,  above  twenty-two  months  after  they  had 
sailed  from  that  part  of  the  channel. 

During  this  voyage,  the  discovery  of  the  longitude  at  sea,  in 
a  more  accurate  mode  than  by  the  log,  was  so  far  promoted  by 
the  time-piece  of  Mr.  Harrison,  when  he  had  improved  it  by 
long  investigation  and  repeated  practice,  that  the  government 
rewarded  him  by  a  present  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  (in  addition  to  a  former  grant  of  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred pounds,)  in  consequence  of  a  report  signed  by  Dr.  Maske- 
lyne  and  other  good  judges  of  mechanic  contrivance  and  work- 
manship*. His  method,  however,  of  allowing  for  the  effects  of 
heat  and  cold,  by  making  thin  plates  of  brass  and  steel  act  on 
the  spiral  spring,  did  not  give  general  satisfaction.  Le  Roy, 
clock-maker  to  the  king  of  France,  constructed  for  his  chrono- 
meters a  thermometrical  balance,  which  proved  more  efficacious 
than  Harrison's  contrivance.  The  English  time  pieces  were 
afterwards  improved  by  Arnold  and  Kendal,  and  the  French 
ones  by  Berthoud. 

The  next  voyage  of  moment  was  that  of  captain  Wallis,  who, 
in  August  1766,  sailed  from  Plymouth  with  two  armed  ships 
and  a  store  vessel.  When  he  had  almost  cleared  the  strait  of 
Magellan,  he  lost  sight  of  the  ship  commanded  by  his  colleague 
Carteret.  Proceeding  to  the  Pacific,  he  sailed  on  that  ocean 
for  eight  weeks  before  he  dignified  his  voyage  with  discoveries. 
He  then  gave  the  names  of  Queen  Charlotte,  Glocester,  Cumber- 
land, and  Osnaburg,  to  four  islands  which  he  supposed  himself 
to  have  first  seen.  An  extensive  spot  afterwards  appeared,  call- 
ed by  the  natives  Otaheite  or  Taheiti,  and,  by  the  captain,  King 

2  He  at  length  received  tlie  whole  of  the  recompense  promised  by  parliament — namely, 
twenty  thousand  pounds. 
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George's  Island.  A  brisk  traffic  commenced  for  hogs  and  fowls, 
for  which  knives  and  nails  were  gladly  accepted  by  the  natives. 
In  a  bay  the  strangers  were  attacked  wiih  stones  ;  but,  by  the 
use  of  fire-arms,  they  soon  over-au  ed  the  assailants.  When 
peace  was  restored,  the  island  was  surveyed,  and  found  to  be 
well  peopled,  and  not  ill  cultivated.  The  charms  of  the  female 
inhabitants  proved  irresistible  ;  and  the  captain  found  a  friend 
in  queen  Oberea.  He  discovered  other  islands  occupied  by  a 
race  similar  to  the  Otaheiteans,  and  then  sailed  to  the  Ladrones 
and  to  Java^. 

Carteret,  after  his  separation,  visited  Juan  Fernandez,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  fortified ;  searched  in  vain  for  Davis's  Land  ; 
gave  names  to  the  islands  which  Quiros  probably  had  seen  long- 
before  ;  examined  the  coasts  of  New  Britain  and  New  Ireland; 
and  made  such  discoveries  and  observations  as  proved  that  his 
voyage  was  not  useless. 

In  the  hope  of  rivaling  British  navigators,  a  voyage  was  un- 
dertaken under  the  auspices  of  the  court  of  Versailles,  by  a  mi- 
litary officer  who  had  some  maritime  experience.  In  1764, 
^vhen  the  duke  de  Choiser.l  swayed  the  cabinet,  the  French  had 
colonised  one  of  the  Falkland  islands,  that  vessels  bound  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  might  meet  with  temporary  shelter  and  supplies  : 
but,  when  the  Spaniards  insisted  on  their  prior  claim  to  those 
islands,  Louis  XV.  promised  to  recall  his  subjects  from  them, 
and  sent  out  M.  de  Bougainville  to  regulate  the  cession  of  the 
groupe.  That  gentleman  sailed  from  Nantes,  in  November 
1766,  with  the  prince  de  Nassau  Siegen,  and  being  joined  at 
Monte- Video  by  two  Spanish  vessels,  proceeded  to  the  settle- 
ment, which  he  surrendered,  as  well  as  all  claim  to  any  one  of 
the  islands,  to  Puente,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  by  his 
catholic  majesty.  He  then  returned  to  the  northward,  to  meet 
a  store-ship  which  was  to  accompany  his  frigate  in  a  voyage  of 
discovery.  Finding  it  on  the  coast  of  Brasil,  he  re-sailed  to  the 
southward,  and  contended  with  tempests  at  the  entrance  of  the 
strait  of  Magellan.  He  did  not  pass  through  that  long  and 
dangerous  channel  in  less  than  seven  weeks  and  three  days. 
Arriving  at  Otaheite  after  the  English  had  visited  the  island*-, 
he  was  received  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  was  charmed  with 
the  attractions  of  the  country.  In  the  prosecution  of  his  voy- 
age, he  approached,  in  May  1768,  a  number  of  fine  islands,  to 
U'hich  he  ga\  e  the  appellation  of  the  Archipelago  of  the  Navi- 
gators :  biit  he  had  little  intercourse  with  the  natives.  He  ad- 
mired the  constructs  )n  of  their  boats;  but  their  cloth,  he  thought, 
was  inferior  to  that  of  the  Otaheiteans.     To  an  insular  groupe 

3  Dr.  Hawkesworth's  Account  of  the  Voyages  of  Byron,  WalKis,  Hn:l  Carteret. 

4  It  is  supposed  that  the  Spaniards  had  discovered  Otaheitfe  long  before. 

Vol.  V.  3  E 
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of  which  a  part  had  been  examined  or  seen  by  former  voyap;ers, 
he  absigned  the  denomination  of  the  Great  Cyclades.  When 
he  descried  tlic  Molucca  isles,  not  one  half  of  his  men  could 
perform  their  duties,  as  the  scurvey  had  spread  its  ravages 
among  the  crew.  The  air  and  the  produce  of  Boero,  however, 
quickly  allayed  the  violence  of  the  disease.  The  pestilential 
air  of  i3atavia  was  severely  felt :  but  the  expediency  of  procur- 
ing refreshments  induced  the  captain  to  pass  some  time  at  that 
settlement.  He  then  sailed  to  the  isle  of  France,  and  left  a 
part  of  his  crew  to  augment  the  colonial  population.  After  a 
voyage  of  two  years  and  four  months,  he  arrived  in  his  native 
country  with  the  honour  of  being  the  director  of  the  first  French 
voyage  round  the  world'. 

Captain  Cook  commenced  the  first  of  his  three  celebrated 
voyages  while  Bougainville  w-as  employed  in  a  similar  task.  In 
the  armed  ship  Endeavour  (a  name  modesdy  suited  to  the  ob- 
ject), he  sailed  from  Plymouth  in  August  1768,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Green,  Mr.  Banks  (afterwards  president  of  the  Royal 
Society),  and  Dr.  Solander,  a  Swedish  naturalist.  He  met 
with  no  difficulty  in  doubling  Cape  Horn  ;  and  he  accurately 
settled  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  various  places  in  that  part 
of  his  route.  At  Matavai',  in  Otaheite,  the  transit  of  Venus 
over  the  sun  was  observed  (in  June  1769)  in  due  form  and  with 
great  advantage.  With  the  assistance  of  the  high  priest  Tupia, 
who  had  been  prime  minister  to  queen  Oberea,  the  captain  dis- 
covered Huaheine  and  other  islands,  and  gave  them  the  general 
name  of  Society :  the  inhabitants  nearly  resembled  those  of  Ota- 
heite. In  New-Zealand  (of  which  he  made  the  circuit,  and 
which,  he  found,  was  neither  a  single  island,  nor  a  part  of  a 
continent,  as  different  navigators  had  supposed,  but  consisted 
of  two  islands),  he  was  involved  in  a  contest  by  the  untamed 
spirit  of  the  cannibal  natives,  some  of  whom  were  killed  and 
others  wounded  by  his  indignant  crew.  Hence  lie  sailed  to 
New-Holland,  the  eastern  coast  of  which,  unexamined  before, 
he  explored  with  attentive  diligence  for  the  space  of  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  miles.  Affixing  ti)  this  part  of  the  country 
the  appellation  of  New-South- Wales,  he  took  possession  of  it 
in  the  name  of  his  sovereign.  As  doubts  existed  with  regard 
to  New-Guinea,  whether  it  was  a  distinct  island,  or  a  continua- 
tion of  New  Holland,  he  resolved  to  ascertain  that  point ;  and 
it  proved  to  be  of  the  former  description.  He  then  repaired 
to  the  isle  of  Timor,  lost  many  of  his  men  by  the  foul  air  of 
Batavia,  and  returned  to  Britain,  in  June  1771,  by  the  way  of 
the  Cape  and  St.  Helena*. 

S  Vnya<iP  aiit<iur  ilii  Monde,  pnr  le  FreK'^ie  du  Roi,  la  Boudt-use,  et  la  FliUe  I'Etoile. 
G  Hawkesworih's  Acjcouni  of  Cook's  first  Voyage  rouud  the  World. 
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A  desire  of  determining  the  dispute  relative  to  the  existence 
of  a  great  southern  continent,  prompted  the  kini^  to  p;ive  orders 
for  a  new  voyaa;e,  the  direction  of  which  was  properly  priven  to 
captain  Cook.  He  sailed  with  Furneaux  in  the  summer  ( A' 117-2, 
and  soon  arrived  at  the  Cape.  The  search  was  prosecuted  with 
zeal ;  but  no  continent  was  found,  although  the  two  ships  pro- 
ceeded to  the  latitude  of  sixty-seven  degrees  ten  minutes  south, 
and  the  longitude  of  thirty-eight  degrees  east.  Leaving  that  icy 
region,  the  voyagers  steered  to  the  north-east,  and  reached 
New  Zealand  in  safety.     The  Society  and  Friendly  islands  af- 
terwards received  them.     The  latter  groupe  did  not  appear  to 
them  to  have  been  visited  by  any  Europeans  since  Tasman's 
discovery  of  it  in  1643  ;  and  the  new  appellation  was  given  by 
Cook  to  record  the  obliging  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants,  though 
a  quarrel  arose  at  New  Amsterdam  (or  Tongataboo,)  in  which 
two  of  the  natives  were  shot  by  the  Europeans.     When  the 
search  had  been  resumed,  the  vessels  were  parted  by  a  gale. 
Cook's  ship,  the  Resolution,  sailed  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  se- 
venty-one degrees  south,  and  the  longitude  of  one  hundred  and 
six  west,  without  discovering  any  thing  but  heaps  of  ice.    The 
Adventure  anchoring  off  the  coast  of  New  Zealand,  the  invalids, 
who  were  numerous,  were  sent  on  shore.  A  tent  being  robbed 
by  the  savages,  one  of  them  received  a  wound  ;  and  this  chas- 
tisement generated  a  spirit  of  revenge,  of  which  the  strangers 
felt  the  severe  effects.  Two  officers  and  eight  of  the  crew  being 
sent  up  Charlotte  Sound,  captain  Furneaux  was  alarmed  at 
their  long  absence,  and  despatched  an  armed  party  in  quest  of 
them.  An  engagement  ensued  with  a  body  of  natives,  some  of 
whom  fell  ;  and,  in  the  pursuit,  the  fate  of  the  former  party 
was  ascertained.     The  unfortunate  men  had  been  massacred, 
and  various  parts  of  their  bodies  had  been  actually  eaten  by 
the  savages.   Furneaux,  with  the  survivors,  crossed  the  Pacific 
in  an  easterly  course,  passed  Cape  Horn,  and  returned  to  Ply- 
mouth after  a  two  years  voyage'. 

Ignorant  of  the  fate  of  his  countrymen,  Cook  turned  to  the 
northward  when  he  thought  he  had  made  sufficient  attempts  f'^r 
the  desired  discovery.  He  stopped  at  Easter  Island,  of  which 
Gonsalez,  a  Spanish  navigator,  had  taken  possession  in  1770; 
and  the  gigantic  statues  or  idols  excited  the  astonishment  of  his 
officers.  He  surveyed  the  Marquesas,  saw  four  isles,  to  vvhich 
he  assigned  the  name  of  Palliser,  and  again  examined  Mie  So- 
ciety islands.  He  aftervt'ards  discovered  New  Caledoi;  a,  and 
then  sailed  to  the  latitude  of  Cape  Horn.  The  southern  Thule, 
the  nearest  known  land  to  the  south  pole,  was  viewed  and  named 
by  him  in  the  sequel,  with  Sandwich  Land  and  other  territories. 
The  voyage  was  thus  extended  to  three  years. 

7  Jourltels  of  the  Voyages  of  the  Resolution  and  the  Adventure. 
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At  the  terminations  of  this  voyage,  the  Spaniards  were  engaged 
in  a  survey  of  the  north  west  coast  of  America.  This  task  wa& 
executed  by  Don  Juan  de  Ayala,  whose  chief  pilot  was  Mau- 
relle.  These  associates  proceeded  as  far  as  the  fifty-eighth  de- 
gree of  latitude,  but  did  not  mark  their  voyage  with  any  strik- 
ing discoveries.  Some  years  afterwards,  Ignacio  Arteaga  sailed 
to  Prince  William's  sound,  and  examined  various  parts  of  the 
coast  without  any  remarkable  result.  The  Spaniards  now  paid 
more  than  their  usual  attention  to  California,  colonised  districts 
which  were  before  unoccupied,  and  improved  former  settlements? 
Captain  Cook  was  destined  to  make  farther  discoveries.  He 
and  Clerke  commenced,  in  July  1776,  a  voyage  in  search  of  a 
northern  passage.  They  sailed  to  the  southward  from  the  Cape, 
and  reached  a  desolate  spot  which  had  been  recently  surveyed 
byM.de  Kerguelen,  who  erroneously  supposed  it  to  be  the  pro- 
jecting point  of  a  southern  continent:  but  it  was  merely  a  small 
island.  Mangeea,  Wateeoo,  and  Otakootaia,  were  discovered  in 
their  way  to  the  Friendly  Isles;  and,  in  January  1778,  during 
their  northern  progress,  they  found  eleven  islands,  extending 
from  the  nineteenth  to  the  twenty-third  degree  of  latitude.  They 
were  named  from  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  w^ere  surveyed  with 
pleasure  by  our  voyagers,  to  whom  the  natives  were  in  general 
kind  and  hospitable.  Manufacturing  skill,  and  some  know  ledge 
of  agriculture,  were  observed  among  these  tribes;  and  their  lands 
were  in  many  parts  fertile  ;  but  the  country  was  not  so  delight- 
ful as  that  of  Otaheite  or  Tongataboo.  Proceeding  to  North 
America,  Cook  and  his  associate  discovered  Nootka  (or  King 
George's)  Sound,  in  the  latitude  of  forty -nine  degrees,  and  were 
there  gratified  w  ith  an  opportunity  of  trading  for  valuable  furs. 
The  people  were  a  dull,  indolent,  and  squalid  race.  At  Prince 
William's  Sound  the  inhabitants  seemed  to  have  two  mouths: 
the  cause  of  this  strange  appearance  was  a  longitudinal  incision 
in  the  under  lip,  ornamented  with  studs  of  shell  or  bone.  In  the 
latitude  of  sixty-one  degrees,  a  river  or  inlet  excited  hopes:  but, 
when  examined,  it  did  not  gratify  by  its  length  the  wishes  of  the 
party.  About  five  degrees  beyond  that  parallel,  the  coast  of 
Asia  was  seen,  and  the  Tschutski  tribes  were  visited.  It  was 
afterwards  ascertained,  that  the  two  continents  were  separated, 
in  one  part,  by  a  channel  of  the  width  of  only  thirteen  leagues. 
The  ships  sailed  above  three  hundred  miles  beyond  that  spot, 
and  were  then  stopped  by  a  great  body  of  ice,  beyond  which  no 
unfrozen  sea  was  visible.  Ihus  baffled,  the  voyagers  alter- 
ed their  course  to  the  southward.  A  severe  misfortune,  soon 
after,  excited  general  sorrow.  Captain  Cook  was  preparing 
to  check  the  practice  of  depredation,  at  Owhyhee,  one  of  the 
newly  discovered  islands,  when  a  contest  arose,  in  which  he 
lost  his  life.     He  had  a  bold  undaunted  spirit^and  was,  at  the 
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same  time,  humane  and  benevolent.  His  judgment  and  ability, 
in  the  profession  which  he  had  embraced,  few  will  be  inclined 
to  dispute*. 

Gierke  now  became  commodore,  and  Gore  succeeded  Gierke, 
who  died  after  a  renewed  but  ineftectual  nothern  search.  The 
voyagers  then  sailed  to  the  coast  of  Ghina,  and  returned  to  Eng- 
land in  October  1780.  In  one  of  the  ships,  not  a  man  died  dur- 
ing the  voyage :  in  the  other,  five  persons  died,  three  of  whom 
were  not  in  a  good  state  of  health  at  the  time  of  their  departure 
from  the  British  coast. 

The  recommendation  of  the  fur  trade  by  Gook  occasioned  a 
number  of  voyages.  Two  of  these  were  undertaken  by  captain 
Hanna,  who  sailed  from  Ghina  to  Nootka,  and,  safely  return- 
ing, disposed  of  his  cargo  to  advantage.     Several  ships  sailed 
from  India  for  the  same  purpose  :  a  Portuguese  merchant  sent 
out  two  vessels  from  Macao  :  one  went  under  the  Austrian  flag 
from  Ostend,  and  another  from  Trieste.     The  lucrative  attrac- 
tions of  this  trade  also  led  to  the  formation  of  a  partnership  in 
London,  with  the  name  of  the  King  George's  Sound  Gompany: 
and  two  vessels  were  fitted  out  by  the  commercial  associates  in 
the  year  1785,  for  a  voyage  to  North  America.     Portlock  and 
Dixon,  who  had  accompanied  Gook  in  his  last  voyage,  were  the 
captains  now  employed.  They  stopped  for  supplies  at  the  Gape 
Verd  islands  and  the  Falkland  groupe,  and  proceeded  to  Gape 
Horn  whence  they  hastened  to  the  Sandwich  isles.    Their  ap- 
pearance excited  an  alarm  among  the  natives  of  Ovvhyhee,  many 
of  whom  imagined  that  they  had  come  to  revenge  the  death  of 
captain  Gook.     A  traffic,  however,  was  carried  on  in  Karaka- 
kooa  bay  for  hogs  and  vegetables  ;  and  the  ships  then  sailed  to 
Whahoa,  or  Woahoo,  which  Portlock  considered  as  a  more  de- 
sirable spot  for  a  colony  than  any  other  island  of  the  groupe. 
On  the  coast  of  North  America,  near  Gook's  River,  the  voyagers 
found  a  party  of  Russians,  w  ho  had  taken  their  abode  among  the 
savages  for  the  summer.     As  only  a  few  skins  could  be  there 
procured,  the  two  captains  bore  away  for  King  George's  Sound, 
but  were  prevented  by  the  winds  from  entering  it.  They  diere- 
fore  re-visited  Ou  hyhee,  and  having  obtained  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the   means  of  subsistence,  returned  to  Whahoa,  where 
Teheeterre,  the  king,  under  the  guise  of  friendship,  seemed  to 
meditate  hostilities.  They  now  repaired  to  Atooi,  where  a  house 
was  built  for  them  by  order  of  the  sovereign  of  the  island. 
Again  directing  their  course  to  America,  they  safely  arrived  on 
the  coast.    Dixon  then  separated  from  Portlock,  and  discover- 
ed Queen  Gharlotte's  Islands,  which  however,  the  French  affirm, 
were  first  seen  by  La  Perouse.  Eachshipprocured  a  good  cargo 

8  Life  of  Cnptain  James  Ccok,  Ly  Dr.  Kippi';. 
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of  furs,  wliicli  were  sold  at  Canton  ;  and  both  returned  in  safety 
to  Great  Britain '. 

About  the  time  when  tlie  voyage  of  Portlock  commenced,  a 
French  navigator  was  sent  out  by  Louis  XVI.,  who  was  fond 
of  geography  and  attentive  to  navigation.  The  Boussole  and 
the  Astrolabe  were  put  under  the  command  of  M.  dela  Perouse, 
who,  like  Cook,  was  brave, experienced,  and  skilful.  The  com- 
modore, having  received  judicious  instructions  from  his  royal 
master,  passed  through  the  strait  of  le  Maire,  and  sailed  to  the 
coast  of  Chili,  where  he  saw  many  descendants  of  the  original 
natives,  an  uncivilised  race,  not  fully  subdued  by  the  Spaniards. 
At  Easter  island  he  was  well  received  ;  and  he  gave  the  inhabi- 
tants a  stock  of  European  seeds  for  cultivation.  They  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  superior  in  the  useful  arts,  but  inferior  in  the 
institutions  of  civil  polity,  to  the  people  of  Mowee*°,  whom  he 
visited  in  his  way  to  North  A.nerica.  On  that  coast,  in  the 
iifty-ninth  degree  of  nothern  latitude,  he  entered  a  bay,  which 
he  named  the  Port  of  ihe  French,  almost  surrounded  by  lofty 
mountains  covered  with  snow.  He  hoped  to  find,  in  this  part  ot 
the  coast,  a  passage  which  might  lead  across  the  continent ;  but 
the  appearance  oi  somt  glaciers  stopped  his  course:  and,  in  ano- 
ther part,  he  met  u  ith  a  similar  check  to  his  progress.  In  one 
of  these  searches,  six  of  his  officers  and  fifteen  of  his  crew  were 
drowned.  Returning  to  the  southward,  he  visited  California  ; 
and  then  sailed  to  the  westward,  to  the  Marianne  island  and  to 
China.  After  a  reparation  of  the  ships  and  a  procurement  of 
considerable  supplies  at  Cavite,  the  port  belonging  to  Manilla, 
he  steered  to  the  Japanese  coasts,  and  to  Eastern  Tartary". 

He  examined  the  island  of  Segalien,  and  found  it  inhabited 
by  people  of  a  short  stature,  who  subsisted  by  hunting  and 
fishing,  but  who  were  not  rough  or  uncivilised  in  their  man- 
ners. "^  He  wished  to  j)ass  through  the  channel  which  separates 
that  island  from  the  continent ;  but,  finding  it  too  shallow  near 
the  extremity,  he  anchored  in  a  Tartarian  bay,  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  the  naval  minister  Castries.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  coast  were  civil  and  hospitable,  and  seemed 
to  live  under  a  patriarchal  kind  of  government.  On  a  farther 
exploration,  he  was  convinced  that  Chicha,  separated  by  a  strait 
from  Segalien,  was  the  land  of  Jeso,  of  which  the  existence 
had  been  denied ;  that  Segalien  was  the  Oku-Jeso :  and  that 
the  islands  of  the  States  and  the  Company  were  not  imaginary 
spots. 


9  A  Voynge  round  the  World,  performed  in  llie  jcai-s  1785,  178f> 
Narrative  by  Cwptriin  Gcorg.-  Dixon 


,  1787,  and  1788;— ihc 


10  The  largest  of  ilie  Sandwich  islands,  exccjt  Owhyhee. 

11  Vojnge  de  laTcrouse  aufourdu  Monde, redigc  par  Milet  Murean, General de Brigade 
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Having  surveyed  the  Kurile  isles,  he  repaired  to  Kamtschat- 
ka  ;  and  then,  turning  toward  the  south,  wandered  over  the  Pa- 
cific until  he  reached  the  Isles  of  the  Navigators,  visited  and 
described  by  M.  de  Bougainville.  The  ferocity  of  the  natives 
of  Maouna  did  not  immediately  show  itself:  but,  when  a  party 
had  disembarked  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  fresh  water,  eleven 
of  the  voyagers,  among  whom  were  the  captain  of  the  Astrolabe 
and  an  intelligent  cultivator  of  science  (Langle  and  Lamanon), 
were  murdered  by  the  treachery  of  the  barbarians.  The  ships 
afterwards  proceeded  to  the  coast  of  New  Holland,  and  were 
seen  in  Botany-Bay  at  the  time  when  the  English  were  steering 
from  that  bay  to  Port  Jackson  for  colonial  purposes.  Mutual 
civilities  passed  between  the  commander;  and  M.  dela  Perouse 
resumed  his  voyage  with  the  hopes  of  ulterior  discovery :  but, 
no  intelligence  has  been  obtained  of  his  subsequent  proceedings, 
or  the  fate  of  himself  and  his  associates.  They  either  perished 
at  sea,  or  lost  their  lives  by  the  violence  of  savages. 

M.  d'Entrecasteaux  was  sent  out,  in  search  of  La  Perouse, 
by  the  constituent  assembly  of  France  :  but  all  hopes  were  ex- 
tinguished by  the  result  of  his  voyage,  in  which,  however,  he 
added  some  discoveries,  particularly  near  New  Caledonia,  to 
those  of  his  unfortunate  countryman. 

The  colonial  scheme  to  which  I  alluded  was  adopted  during 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt.  To  clear  the  prisons,  with  an 
eye  to  eventual  benefits  derivative  from  new  possessions,  the 
king  ordered  a  considerable  embarkation  for  Botany- Bay,  in 
new  South  Wales,  The  number  of  convicts  amounted  to  five 
hundred  and  eighty-four  men,  and  two  hundred  and  forty -two 
women,  who  were  guarded  by  two  hundred  and  twelve  marines. 
Captain  Arther  Philip,  wiio  had  served  with  reputation  both  in 
the  English  and  Portuguese  navy  was  invested  with  the  chief 
command  of  the  squadron,  and  destined  to  be  the  first  governor 
of  the  eventual  colony.  The  voyage  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  occupied 
twelve  weeks;  and,  when  seeds  and  plants,  and  different  stores, 
had  been  procured  at  that  port,  the  ships  proceeded  without 
any  remarkable  incident  to  the  African  Cape.  Although  the 
inhabitants  had  recently  laboured  under  a  dearth,  about  five  hun- 
dred animals  of  various  denominations,  chiefly  poultry,  were 
purchased  at  the  Cape,  and  carried  off  by  the  commodore,  who 
arrived  in  Botany-Bay  in  January  1788,  when  above  eight 
months  had  elapsed  from  the  commencement  of  the  voyage.— 
On  the  sliore  appeared  a  body  of  savages,  armed  with  spears, 
which,  however,  they  threw  down  as  soon  as  they  found  that 
the  strangers  had  no  hostile  intentions.  They  had  not  the  least 
particle  of  clothing ;  yet  did  not  seem  surprised  at  the  sight  of 
well-clad  persons,  or  impressed  with  a  sense  of  shame^*. 

i'2  Voyage  of  Governor  Phiiip  to  Botany-Bay.  chap.  2  to  6, 


408  THE  HISTORY  OF  tart  ih. 

Finding;  that  the  bay  did  not  afford  sufficient  shelter  from  the 
easterly  winds,  that  the  land  about  it  was  swampy,  and  that 
fresh  water  was  scarce,  the  commodore  resolved  to  seek  another 
station.  Port  Jackson,  situated  three  leagues  to  the  northward, 
was  found  to  be,  in  every  respect,  a  more  desirable  spot ;  and, 
at  one  of  the  coves  of  this  harbour,  named  from  lord  Sydney, 
an  orderly  disembarkation  took  piace'^.  While  the  majority  of 
the  men  were  clearing  the  ground  of  the  trees  and  underwood 
with  which  it  was  encumbered,  a  hasty  encampment  afforded 
temporary  shelter;  and,  at  a  meeting  of  the  whole  colony,  formal 
17  K  7  possession  was  taken  of  that  part  of  New  Holland  which 
extends  from  York-Cape  to  the  south-eastern  cape,  and 
from  the  coast  to  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  degree  of  east 
longitude ;  a  country  to  u  hich  was  given  the  denomination  of 
New  South  Wales,  much  more  extensive  than  all  the  British 
dominions  in  Europe.  The  governor,  in  various  excursions, 
endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  natives  :  but  ihey  long  continued 
to  be  shy  and  jealous.  .  They  appeared  to  belong  to  the  nume- 
rous race  dispersed  over  the  South  Sea  islands.  They  had  made 
little  progress  in  the  arts  :  their  canoes  were  wretchedly  form- 
ed: their  huts  were  very  slight  and  incommodious;  and  they 
could  notsecureihemselvesagainstfrequentvisitations  of  famine. 

A  settlement  was  soon  after  formed  on  Norfolk  island,  to  the 
north-west  of  New-Zealand,  under  the  direction  of  lieutenant 
King,  who  found  it  nearly  covered  with  trees  and  plants,  and 
was  astonished  at  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  A  cluster  of  islands 
to  which  lieutenant  Shortland  gave  the  appellation  of  New 
Georgia,  and  other  isles  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  were  discovered, 
but  not  colonised,  in  the  homeward  voyage  of  two  of  the  trans- 
ports. 

The  progress  of  the  colony  to  a  regular  establishment  was 
slow.  Supplies  of  delinquents  were  occasionally  sent:  but  such 
articles  of  subsistence  as  the  colonists  could  not  obtain  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  from  the  land  which  they  inhabited,  did  not  al- 
ways arrive  from  other  countries  so  so(jn  as  they  were  requir- 
ed ;  and  the  scarcity  sometimes  bordered  on  famine.  The 
greater  part  of  the  convicts  avoided  farther  guilt ;  but  some 
were  so  incorrigible  as  to  call  for  the  rigors  of  law.  At  vari- 
ous times  discontented  individuals  found  the  means  of  escaping 
to  islands  on  the  Pacific,  some  of  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
instructions  given  by  the  fugitives,  may  hereafter  become  nests 
of  pirates. 

The  Britisli  discoveries  induced  the  Spanish  court  to  order 
an  exploration  of  seas  and  regions.     Malaspina,  an  intelligent 

13  Mr.  White,  the  surgeon   who  attendefl  the  governor,  speaks  of  this  harbour  as  the 
"  finest  and  raost  extensive  io  the  universe,  and  at  the  sarau  time  the  most  secure." 
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Italian,  commenced,  in  1790,  a  voyage  round  the  world,  and 
found  a  groupe  ot  islands  in  the  pacific,  which  he  did  not  sup- 
pose to  have  been  before  seen  by  any  Europeans.  Spanish 
jealousy  postponed  the  pubhcation  of  his  narrative  ;  and  I  do 
not  find  that  it  has  yet  appeared. 

A  voyage  of  which  we  have  more  accurate  (because  specific) 
information,  uas  undertaken  about  the  same  time  by  captain 
Vancouver,  at  the  expense  of  the  British  government,  for  the 
determination  of  tlie  dispute  respecting  a  passage  from  the  North 
Pacific  to  the  Atlantic.  From  the  Cape  he  steered  to  New  Hol- 
land, and  found,  on  the  south-western  (^oast  of  that  very  exten- 
sive island,  a  secure  and  commodious  harbour.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  adjacent  territory  appeared  to  be  a  miserable  race, 
scarcely  superior  in  instinct  or  intelhgence  to  the  wretched  oc- 
cupants of  the  inhospitable  country  called  by  the  Spaniards  Ti- 
erra  del  Fuego.  Considerably  to  the  southward  of  the  Society 
Islands,  the  captain  discovered  one  which  the  natives  called 
Oparo.  It  had  an  uncultivated  appearance;  but  he  supposed 
its  population  to  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  persons,  who  seem- 
ed to  be  "  exceedingly  well  fed,  and  extremely  well  made.'' 
At  some  of  the  Sandwich  islands,  a  cold  civility  was  observed 
in  the  behaviour  of  the  natives,  instead  of  the  friendly  generosity 
of  the  Otaheiteans.  It  is  remarkable  that  an  Englishman,  a 
Welshman,  and  an  Hibernian,  were  found  at  Atooi  :  they  had 
been  left  by  an  American  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
pearls  and  sandal  wood". 

From  the  accounts  published  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compa- 
ny, it  was  concluded  by  many  geographers,  nowithstanding  the 
hopes  of  those  who  considered  the  strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca  as 
leading  to  the  North  Atlantic,  that  no  such  communication  ex- 
isted. The  strait  was  found  ;  but  its  length  is  bounded  by  a 
mountainous  barrier.  Various  other  openings  were  seen  by 
Vancouver;  bit  when  they  were  examined,  they  only  disap- 
pointed, by  their  sudden  termination,  the  rising  hopes  of  the 
voyagers. 

Repairing  to  Nootka  Sound,  the  Captain  received  that  district 
which  the  Spaniards  consented  to  restore;  and  he  then  took  pos- 
session of  the  country  to  the  east,  denominating  it  New  Georgia. 
He  visited  various  parts  of  California,  and  found  the  inhabitants 
obliging  and  friendly.  In  a  subsequent  season,  he  renewed  his 
exploration  of  the  North  American  coast;  and,  from  Fitz-hugh's 
Sound,  he  passed  up  a  cove  with  boats,  but  without  meeting 
with  any  prospect  of  a  continued  passage.  A  grou))e  of  isles 
near  that  sound,  he  named  from  the  Princess  Royal.  He  passed 

14  A  Voyagje  of  Discovery  to  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  anrl  round  the  World,  perform- 
ed in  the  years  1790 — 5,  by  Captain  Georee  Vaucouver,  vol.  i. 

Vol.  V.  3  F 
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to  the  east  of  the  Archipelago  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  up 
different  channels  w  ith  which  the  continent  is  indented,  as  far  as 
fifty-six  degrees  fifteen  niinutes  north  ;  but  no  passage  to  the 
Atlantic  presented  itself.  After  his  return  to  California,  he  more 
particularly  noticed  the  defenceless  state  of  that  province,  and 
reflected  on  the  facility  with  which  New  Albion,  at  least  might 
be  withdrawn  from  the  SjK^iiish  yoke,  towhich  the  natives  w  ere 
far  from  being  reconciler!.  Re-visiting  the  Sandwich  islynds, 
he  procured  a  forrsial  surrender  of  Ouhvhee  to  his  sovereign. 
Tamaahmaah,  the  king  of  the  island,  in  a  council  holden  on 
board  of  Vanccuver'b  ship,  stated  the  ex))ediency  of  obtaining 
protection  from  one  great  power  against  the  rest  of  the  nations 
that  visited  his  people,  and  recommended  for  that  purpose,  a 
submission  t(j  the  king  o{  Brifannee.  The  chieftans  agreed  to 
the  proposal,  and  ihe  surrounding  crowd  in  the  canoes  voted  it 
by  acclamation.  In  return  for  this  nominal  favour,  they  receiv- 
ed some  cattle  and  sheep  ;  and  the  man  w  ho  was  supposed  to 
have  given  captain  Cook  the  first  wound,  was  gratified  with  an 
implied  pardon. 

An  ulterior  survey  of  the  American  coast  was  not  neglected. 
Cook's  River  and  Prince  William's  Sound  were  examined  in 
boats,  but  without  success.  A  Russian  colony  was  found  in 
these  parts;  and  the  seitlers  claimed  the  country  as  belonging 
to  their  so\ereign.  Having  discovered  King  George's  Archi- 
pelago, and  fruitlessly  pursued  different  openings,  the  captain 
desisted  from  the  search,  and  returned  to  Nootka.  He  after- 
wards sailed  near  the  Maria  Islands,  crossed  the  equator,  and 
stopped  at  Valparaiso  in  Chili,  where  the  scurvy,  which  had 
broken  out  among  the  crew%  was  prevented,  by  a  seasonable 
change  of  air  and  of  food,  from  becomiuir  fatal  to  anv  one  of 
the  number.  He  passed  round  Cape  Horn,  proceeded  to  St. 
Helena,  and  re- appeared  in  the  British  channel,  when  he  had 
been  above  five  years  absent  from  this  country.   % 

This  voyage,  combined  w  ith  the  third  of  captain  Cook,  and 
with  that  of  Phipps  toward  the  North  Pole,  undertaken  in  the 
year  1773,  destroyed  the  hopes  of  finding  a  passage  between 
the  north  of  Asia  and  of  Europe.  There  are  seas  to  the  north 
of  those  two  quarters  of  the  world,  and  also  of  America  :  but 
they  are  blocked  up  by  ice,  and  in  no  season  of  the  year  are 
they  passable  :  nor  is  there  any  reasonable  expectation  of  dis- 
covering a  navigable  communication  from  the  western  coast  of 
America  to  Hudson's  Bay  or  the  North  Atlantic.  Mr.  Macken- 
zie, an  adventurous  merchant,  passed  from  Canada  across  the 
continent  of  North  America,  in  two  expeditions  of  trade  and  dis- 
covery, to  the  Frozen  and  Pacific  Oceans,  and  farther  contri- 
buted to  the  removalof  all  doubts  upon  that  subject. 
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A  voj'age  less  important  than  that  of  Vancouver,  but  not  tri- 
vial or  useless,  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  extending  and 
securint^  the  whale-lishery  in  the  Pacific,  by  a  discovery  of  liie 
best  harbours  for  refreshment  or  naval  reparation,  as  the  Spa- 
niards were  not  disposed  to  adhere  to  their  stipulations  for  the 
admission  of  the  British  fishermen  to  the  privile_:re  even  of  a 
short  continuance  on  the  coast.  The  captain  examined  many 
islands,  some  of  which  he  recommended  as  useful  stations  ; 
namely,  iVIocha  near  the  coast  of  Chili,  L  bos,  the  Gallipaijo 
isles,  Cocos,  and  Soroco  near  the  gulph  of  California'*. 

Reverting  to  French  navigation,  I  am  required  to  take  notice 
of  the  voyage  of  captain  Marchand,  who,  in  an  armed  ship  con- 
structed for  the  occasion,  commenced,  in  December  1790,  the  se- 
cond voyage  which  the  French  ever  completed  round  ihe  world. 
Paying  extraordinary  attention  to  the  currents,  he  found  that, 
from  the  latitude  of  the  northern  parts  of  Brasil  to  that  of  Para- 
guay, they  had  constantly  set  to  the  south-west,  their  daily  effect 
upon  an  average  being  tenor  eleven  miles;  and  that,  in  approach- 
ing the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  the  vessel  had  been  drifted  to  the  east- 
north-east,  about  t'.\enty-one  miles  in  a  day:  an  influence  which 
he  ascribed  to  the  action  of  that  great  river.  When  he  reached 
the  latitude  of  sixty  degrees  south,  the  weather  was  squally,  and 
hail  and  snow  fell;  but  the  thermometer  did  not,  as  he  expected, 
fall  below  the  freezing  point.  He  doubled  Cape  Horn  with  great 
ease  during  our  season  of  spring  ;  and,  within  six  months  from 
leaving  Marseilles,  he  arrived  at  the  Marquesas  de  Mendoga, 
five  lofty  islands  discovered  in  1595,  by  the  Spaniards.  He  ex- 
amined Santa  Chri^tin-a  with  peculiar  attention,  and  found  the 
soil  apparently  fertile,  the  valleys  covered  with  cocoa-palms, 
plaintains,  bred  fruit  trees,  firs,  &c.  The  men  were  naked, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  piece  of  drapery  matmfactured 
from  the  bark  of  the  mulberry  tree.  They  were  tall,  stout,  and 
well-formed  ;  very  active,  and  ingenious  in  some  branches  of 
art;  mild,  humane,  and  hospitable.  The  females  were  better 
clothed,  and  less  tatooed  than  the  males  ;  lively,  volatile,  and 
found  of  pleasure**. 

Observing,  from  his  anchorage  in  a  bay  of  the  island  of  Santa 
Christina,  a  fixed  spot  on  the  horizon  to  the  north-west,  the  cap- 
tain was  animated  with  the  hopes  of  discovery  ;  and,  in  June, 
1791,  he  met  with  an  island  to  which  the  officers  by  acclamation 
gave  his  name.  Four  others  were  afterwards  seen,  which  he 
also  claimed  the  merit  of  discovering.  But,  as  they  may  be 
deemed  a  part  of  the  Mendoga  groupe,  and  were  known  to  the 
Otaheiteans,  besides  being  seen  in  the  preceding  month  by  a 
North  American   captain,  the  merit  is  not  very  considerable. 

15  Colnetl's  Voyage  to  the  pacific  Ocean. 

16  Voyage  autour  (lu  Monde,  pendaot  les  Ana^es  1790,1791,  et  1792,  par  Etienne  Mar- 
chand, tome  i. 
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He  marked  them  in  his  chart  as  the  Revolution  Islands  ;  one 
seemed  to  be  about  forty -five  miles  in  circumference,  another 
thirty. 

In  sailing  from  those  islands  to  the  north  west  coast  of  Ameri- 
ca, the  currents  v\  ere  found  to  set  to  the  north  anrl  the  west  at  the 
rate  of  about  six  miles  in  twenty-four  hours.  Intent  on  the  pro- 
curement of  furs  or  skins,  Maichand  now  repaired  to  Chinki- 
tanay  or  Norfolk  Scnind,  where  he  was  met  by  a  flotilla  of  ca- 
noes, full  of  wild  Americans,  who  bep^an  and  concluded  their 
traffic  with  sini^ing.  The  country  appeared  like  a  vast  forest; 
and  the  people  subsisted  chiefly  by  huntins^  and  fishing. 

Proceeding  to  Queen  Charlotte's  Isles,  the  French  u  ere  sur- 
prised at  the  sight  of  some  curious  specimens  of  the  progress  of 
a  rude  nation  in  sculpture — figures  of  chieftains,  and  other  re- 
presentations over  the  doors  of  houses.  The  buildings  also 
were  of  better  construction  than  the  strangers  expected  to  find. 
On  the  western  coasts  of  those  islands,  iMarchand  discovered 
three  good  harbours. 

In  his  course  from  America  to  the  Sandwich  islands,  he  met 
with  no  circumstance  of  interest  or  variety.  On  his  arrival  at 
Owhyhee,  he  procured  not  only  the  usual  supplies,  but  some 
fruits  which  had  grown  from  seeds  left  by  Europeans.  In  all 
the  canoes,  the  natives  brought  out  women  mingled  with  the 
hogs  :  the  former  objects  of  attraction  were  modestly  and  pru- 
dently refused,  while  the  latter  were  readily  accepted.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Spaniards  had  discovered  a  part  of  thegroupe 
long  before  the  time  of  captain  Cook;  and  the  difference  of  stat- 
ed position  is  not  so  great  as  in  some  islands  w  hich  are  indispu- 
tably the  same  with  each  other.  On  leaving  the  groupe,  he  en- 
deavoured to  ascertain  the  height  of  different  mountains ;  and 
Mouna-Koa,  inOuhyhee,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  highest  in 
the  world,  next  to  that  of  Chimbora^o  in  Peru.  Proceeding  to 
the  west-ncrth-west,  he  found  that  a  violent  current,  occasioned 
bv  the  channels  which  separate  the  two  divisions  of  the  Sand- 
wich groupe,  had  one  day  carried  his  ship  above  nine  leagues 
toward  the  north.  In  twenty- six  days  from  that  time,  he  reach- 
ed Tinian,  which  he  found  uninhabited,  and  inattractive  in  its 
aspect.  When  he  arrived  at  Macao,  he  was  disapjiointed  in  his 
commercial  views  by  finding  that  the  court  of  Pekin,  having  re- 
cently concluded  a  treaty  with  Russia,  had  prohibited  the  intro- 
duction of  otter  skins  and  other  furs  in  the  southern  parts  of 
China.  He  sailed  out  of  the  Chinese  sea  by  a  strait,  then  little 
known  (between  the  i^lesof  Banca  andBilliton,)  whicii  he  found 
far  preferaljle  to  the  dangerous  strait  of  Banca.  After  a  conti- 
nuance of  eleven  weeks  at  the  isle  of  France,  he  sailed  toward 
the  African  coast,  and  found  that  in  twenty  days  and  a  half  the 
currents  had  driven  the  vessel  about  one  hundred  and  twelve 
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leagues  more  to  the  \\  estu  ard  than  appeared  from  the  daily  ob- 
servations: in  the  latitude,  also,  apparent  errors  arose  from  the 
same  source.  At  St.  Helena  he  could  only  partially  supply  the 
wants  of  his  crew,  as  two  years  of  drought  had  greatly  injured 
the  resources  of  that  rocky  and  volcanic  island,  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  industry  of  the  inhabitants.  Within  twenty 
months  from  the  conmiencement  of  the  voyage,  he  anchored  in 
the  port  of  Toulon,  having  sailed  in  that  time  fourteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  leagues  (a  space  nearly  equiva- 
lent to  twice  the  circumference  of  the  globe),  and  lost  only  one 
man  during  the  whole  voyage;  and  this  death  was  not  occasion- 
ed b\  the  scurvy,  which  when  it  appeared  on  one  of  the  sailors, 
the  surgecvi  of  the  ship,  Roblet,  cured  by  a  sand-bath'^. 

Soon  after  the  termination  of  M.  Marchand's  vo}  age,  the 
English  commenced  one  which  excited  extraordinary  atten- 
tion. It  was  not  a  circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  but  a  voy- 
age to  China,  undertaken  upon  a  grand  scale,  in  the  hope  of 
concluding  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  court  of 
Pekin,  Lord  Macartney  vvas  the  ambassador  to  whom  the  task 
of  conciliation  vvas  intrusted.  His  secretary  was  sir  George 
Staunton  ;  and  in  his  train  were  two  Chinese  interpreters,  and 
many  votaries  of  art  and  science,  besides  the  nautic  complement 
of  the  tno  ships  fitted  out  for  the  occasion.  He  proceeded  to 
Brasil  for  supplies,  and  then  sailed  to  the  south-east,  to  Tristan 
d'Act  nha.  By  a  physician  who  attended  him,  the  isle  of  Am- 
sterdam was  examined  ;  and,  on  its  west  and  south-west  sides 
four  small  cones  were  observed,  "  with  craters  in  their  centres, 
in  which  the  lava  and  other  volcanic  substances  had  every  ap- 
pearance of  recent  formation."  In  another  part  of  the  island  he 
viewed  a  crater,  than  full  of  water,  considerably  exceeding  that 
of -/Etna  in  diameter.  Without  touching  at  the  Cape,  the  ships 
traversed  the  Indian  ocean  to  the  island  of  Java,  where  many  of 
the  voyagers  felt  the  effects  of  the  insalubrious  climate.  A  civil 
war  existed  in  Cochin-China  when  the  strangers  arrived  on  that 
coast.  They  were  urged  to  join  in  the  contest :  but  they  pro- 
perly refused.  The  ambassadors  at  length  reached  Tacoo,  a 
Chinese  port ;  and  he  and  his  retinue  then  embarked  in  yachts, 
and  were  conveyed  up  to  the  Fei  Ho  (or  White  River)  to  Tien- 
sing,  a  large  and  flourishing  town,  whence  they  proceeded  to 
Tong-choo-foo,  where  they  were  lodged  in  a  spacious  temple. 
To  Pekin  they  were  now  conducted  by  laud  in  pompous  pro- 
cession, attended  by  mandarins  and  a  body  of  soldiers'^ 

When  the  sjilendor  of  a  remote  and  rarely-visited  city  has 
been  a/requent  topic  of  high  praise,  it  usually  sinks  beneath  the 
expectations  of  those  who  are  admitted  to  a  sight  of  it.     This 

17  Voyage  par  Mmclian;!,  tome  ii. 

18  Account  of  an  Embassy  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Emperor  of  China,  by 
Sir  George  Staunton,  vol.  i.  and  ii. 
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was  the  case  with  Pekin,  which  did  not  excite,  in  any  extraor- 
dini>ry  dei^ree,  the  admiration  of  its  British  visitants.  Its  ex- 
tent was  indeed  very  i;reat,  and  streets  were  very  wide;  but 
the  public  builditigs  in  i^eneral  were  not  magnificent,  and  the 
private  houses  were  niean,  seldom  exceedingone  story  in  heii^ht. 

The  emperor  havint^  invited  the  ambassador  to  his  pah\ce  be- 
yond the  great  wall,  the  construction  of  that  boasted  work  was 
examined.  Its  body  was  found  to  be  an  elevation  of  earth,  ele- 
ven feet  in  thickness,  flanked  by  a  wall  of  masonry,  upon  which 
was  a  terrace  of  brick-work,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  feet  in 
height.  The  fi^rm  of  the  small  holes  in  the  parapets,  apparent- 
ly coeval  with  the  wall,  induced  the  observers  to  believe,  that 
the  Chinese  had  (as  is  generally  supposed)  a  very  early  know- 
ledge of  the  effects  (jf  gunpowder. 

Seated  on  his  throne,  Kien-Long,  or  Chen-Lung,  gave  au- 
dience to  Lord  Macartney,  and  graciously  receiv  ed  the  globes, 
mathematical  instruments,  watches,  and  other  works  of  art, 
which  were  presented  to  him.  A  banquet  followed;  and  seem- 
ing good- will,  but  no  cordiality  or  real  friendship,  prevailed. 

The  hopes  of  a  treaty  were  soon  peiceived  to  be  ill  founded. 
Reflecting  probably  on  British  encroachments  in  the  East  In- 
dies, and  influenced  by  the  suspicious  temper  for  which  the  Chi- 
nese are  remarkable,  the  emperor  did  not  suffer  the  intruders 
to  remain  long  in  his  dominions.  He  dismissed  them  w  ith  exte- 
rior respect;  but  those  who  had  a  keen  sense  of  honor  could 
not  avoid  percei\ing  marks  of  contempt. 

In  passing  through  the  provinces  of  Sh.inton,  Kiang-nan,  and 
Chekiang,  the  English  hud  a  cursory  survey  of  the  agriculture 
and  rural  arts  of  the  Chinese.  They  scarcely  observed  a  single 
spot  uncultivated.  Even  morasses  were  rendered  productive; 
for  hurdles  were  placed  over  them,  co\  ered  \\  ith  earth,  in  \\  hich 
various  .seeds  were  sown.  Water-wheels  u  ere  used  for  the  irri- 
gaiit^n  of  the  neighbouring  grounds.  Canals  were  numerous, 
and  one  of  them  extended  to  the  length  of  about  five  hundred 
miles,  furnished  with  lucks  of  a  simple  but  applicable  construc- 
tion. The  view  of  these  and  other  objects  of  curiosity,  however, 
did  not  compensate  the  ambassador's  disappointment  in  the 
grand  jnirpose  of  the  voyage. 

The  Chinese  sovereign  soon  after  received  the  honor  of  a 
visu  fr<.m  an  ambassador  of  the  United  Provinces  ;  but  his  im- 
perial majesty  considered  it  as  the  result  of  commercial  avarice, 
raihr;r  than  of  a  disinterested  wish  for  his  friendship.  The 
strangers  were  entertained  with  festivities,  while  they  were 
watched  as  spies  and  guarded  as  prisoners.  • 

The  voyagers  who  discovered  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  ocean 
thought  more  of  the  improvement  of  navigation  and  commerce 
than  of  religion,  and  attended  more  to  the  temporal  than  to  the 
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spiritual  wants  of  the  rude  inhabitants.  Divines  of  the  metho- 
dist  persuasion  lamented  this  deficiency  of  pious  zeal  5  and  it 
was  resolved,  at  some  consultations  of  these  sectaries,  that  a 
voyas^e  should  be  undertaken  for  the  express  purpose  of  impart- 
ing a  knovvledgje  of  Christianity  to  the  natives  of  the  South  Sea 
islands.  Subscriptions  f  >r  that  purpose  were  solicited  and  ob- 
tained ;  and  a  ship,  na.ned  the  Duff,  was  at  length  equipped,  in 
which  four  ministers,  and  many  laymen  who  were  capable  of 
actin'4  in  various  brmches  of  useful  employment,  consented  to 
embark.  Prayers  were  offered  up  in  the  meetings  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  voyage  ;  and  hopes  of  an  ample  Christian  harvest 
were  eagerly  entertained.  Wilson,  who  was  attached  to  the 
sect,  had  the  command  of  the  vessel,  which  sailed  with  the  mis- 
sionary flag  ill  August  1796,  and,  in  the  following  March,  an- 
chored off  the  coast  of  Otaheite.  The  natives  seemed  to  be 
pleased  at  the  thought  of  having  a  British  colony  in  their  coun- 
try ;  and  a  fertile  district  was  ceded  to  the  eighteen  methodists, 
who  made  choice  of  that  island  for  their  residence.  The  Duff 
then  sailed  to  the  Friendly  Isles  ;  and  ten  missionaries  were  left 
at  Tongataboo.  Two  were  afterwards  conveyed  to  the  Mar- 
quesas, and  put  on  shore  at  Santa  Christina:  but  the  minister 
Harris,  disgusted  at  his  situation,  and  dreading  famine,  refused 
to  stay.  His  friend  long  remained  there,  but  was  unable  to  con- 
vert the  inhabitants.  The  sectaries  who  resided  at  Tongataboo 
found  the  people  less  dissolute  than  those  of  Otaheite,  yet  not 
disposed  to  imbibe  a  new  religion.  Three  of  the  number  were 
murdered  in  a  civil  war,  which  was  absurdly  imputed  to  their 
arts.     The  others  at  length  found  an  opportunity  of  escaping'^. 

For  some  months  after  the  arrival  of  the  missionaries  at  Ota- 
heite, they  were  rather  employed  in  the  management  of  their 
own  concerns,  and  in  determining  how  they  should  act,  than  in 
forwarding  the  great  work  of  conversion ;  and  when  they 
began  to  preach  and  persuade,  they  found  the  natives  firmly  at- 
tached to  their  idolatrous  practices  and  profane  customs.  Des- 
pairing of  success,  harassed  and  plundered  by  the  islanders, 
eleven  took  advantage  of  the  approach  of  a  mercantile  ship,  and 
procured  a  conveyance  to  New  South  Wales.  Other  religious 
adventurers  afterwards  landed  on  the  island  ;  but  they  met  with 
little  success,  although  Otoo,  the  chieftain,  was  inclined  to  pro- 
mote a  reform  among  his  people. 

No  regular  trade  has  yet  been  established  with  the  islands  in 
the  Pacific  ;  nor  have  any  intentions  of  colonising  them  been 
formed  by  our  ministers.  The  trade  of  Great  Bri"tain,  indeed, 
does  not  very  urgently  demand  extension  ;  and  setdements  in 
those  islands  are  not  objects  of  imperious  necessity. 

19  Transactions  of  the  Missionary  Society  in  the  South-Sea  Islands 
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At  the  time  of  the  pacification  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  com- 
merce of  Britain  was  far  from  beinsi^  inconsiderable.  It  received 
proi^ressive  encouragement  from  the  king  and  the  parliameiu; 
and  its  branches  were  occasionally  extended  by  the  active  spirit 
of  adventure.  From  the  begrinning  of  the  reign  of  George  II., 
the  number  of  mercantile  ships  had  greatly  increased:  and 
many  of  the  arts  and  manufactures,  connected  both  with  foreign 
and  internal  trade,  had  in  that  interval  been  improved.  For  the 
regular  promotion  of  these  objects,  a  society  was  formed  in 
1753  ;  and  rewards  were  offered  by  its  members  for  proficien- 
cy in  various  arts. 

Inland  trade  was  greatly  promoted  by  that  eagerness  for  the 
multiplication  of  canals,  which  arose  from  the  success  of  t  le 
duke  of  Bridgewater.  That  nobleman,  having  a  quantitv  of 
coal,  which  he  could  not  vend  to  advantage  on  account  of  the 
great  expense  of  land-carriage  caused  a  canal  to  be  cut  from 
Worsley  to  Manchester,  under  the  direction  of  Brindley,  an  in- 
genious mechanic,  who  had  been  bred  a  wheelwright.  No 
locks  were  introduced  in  its  progress;  and  it  was  carried  through 
irregular  grounds  within  vast  mounds  of  earth,  under  hills  by 
means  of  tunnels,  and,  by  an  aqueduct  which  was  deemed  an 
impracticable  work,  over  the  navigable  river  Irwell.  This  canal 
was  opened  in  1761 ;  and  its  benefits  were  soon  felt  by  the  pro- 
prietor and  the  public.  It  was  afterwards  extended  to  Liver- 
pool ;  and  the  example  was  followed  by  a  bod}  of  subscribers, 
who  wished  for  a  similar  navigation  from  the  Mersey  to  the 
Trent.  In  other  parts  of  the  countr} ,  canals  were  constructed 
by  public  spirit,  animated  by  a  thirst  of  lucre:  and,  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  new  ones  are  in  progress,  even  w  here  they  do  not  ap- 
pear to  be  requisite.  To  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  coal  and 
other  heavy  articles  from  the  pits  or  mines  to  the  barges,  iron 
rail- ways  were  formed  in  preference  to  those  of  wood,  which 
had  long  been  in  use^**. 

The  additions  made  to  the  American  dependencies  of  Great 
Britain,  at  the  peace  of  Paris,  greatly  iricreased  the  demand  for 
our  manufactures ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  extraordinary 
change  in  the  affairs  of  the  India  company,  had  a  similar  effect. 
Colonial  accessions  were  also  requisite  f(ir  both  hemispheres; 
and,  although  many  emigrations  consequently  took  place,  the 
departure  of  the  adventurers  did  not  visibly  injure  the  agricul- 
ture and  arts  of  the  mother-country. 

In  the  year  of  the  pacification  before  mentioned,  the  imports 
of  Great  Britain  amounted  in  value  to  twelve  millions  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven 

20  Annals  of  Commerce,  Manufnctures,  Fisheries  and  Navigation,  by  David  Macpher- 
aooi  being  a  Contiiiuaiioa  of  Anderson's  History  of  Commerce. 
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pounds,  and  the  exports  exceeded  fifteen  millions  five  hundred 
and  seventy-eisjht  thousand  nine  hundred  pounds.  The  burthen 
of  the  shipping  reached  to  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons;  and  the  customs  produced  two 
milhons  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  six  hundred 
pounds.  In  1774,  the  year  which  preceded  the  commencement 
of  the  American  war,  the  imports  were  fourteen  milhons  four 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-six pounds;  and  the  exports  seventeen  milhons  two  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds. 
They  declined  considerably  during  the  war,  but  soon  rose  after 
the  restoration  of  peace. 

When  war  arose  between  Great  Britain  and  the  revolution- 
ary rulers  of  France,  our  imports  bordered  on  twenty  millions, 
and  our  exports,  including  foreign  merchandise  re-exported, 
approached  the  value  of  twenty- five  millions;  and  in  the  course 
of  the  war,  they  so  far  rose  as  to  amount,  in  1800,  to  thirty 
millions  and  a  half,  and  forty-three  millions.  I  am  here  stating 
the  official  value  ;  the  real  marketable  value  was  above  fifty- 
five  millions  four  hundred  thousand  pounds,  on  the  former 
head,  and,  on  the  latter,  fifty-five  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds.  The  greatest  importation  in  that  year,  except 
from  the  colonies,  proceeded  from  Russia;  and  the  most  copious 
exportation  was  to  Germany.  With  Russia,  Sweden,  and  some 
other  nations  the  balance  of  trade  was  against  Great  Britain  ; 
but  the  general  balance  was  favorable.  In  the  year  1798,  the 
prime  minister  was  of  opinion,  that  the  profits  of  foreign  trade 
amounted  to  twelve  millions,  and  those  of  internal  traffic  and 
varied  industry  to  twenty-eight. 

The  trading  vessels  belonging  to  the  different  ports  of  the 
British  dominions,  in  1792,  exceeded  the  number  of  sixteen 
thousand  and  seventy,  the  tons  being  one  million  five  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-five.  In  1800,  the 
ships  were  seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
and  the  burthen  was  estimated  at  one  million  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine  tons.  Of 
the  whole  number  of  vessels  England  fitted  out  above  two-thirds. 
At  the  same  time,  the  royal  navy,  which  in  1761  did  not  exceed 
three  hundred  and  seventy -two  vessels  of  all  sizes,  amounted  to 
nine  hundred  and  six,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  of  which 
were  of  the  line. 

The  chief  British  manufacture  is  the  woollen  branch.  In 
making  fine  cloth  of  this  description,  no  nation  can  justly  be 
said  to  excel  the  English  ;  but,  for  the  perfection  of  the  manu- 
facture, it  is  necessary  to  have  a  mixture  of  Spanish  wool.  It 
is  computed  that  the  woollen  goods  annually  produced  by  the 
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artisans  and  workmen  of  Great  Britain,  are  not  of  less  value, 
upon  the  averaj^e,  than  fifteen  milhons  and  a  half  sierlinjy.  The 
leather  manufacture  may  be  valued  at  ten  millions  and  a  half; 
tliat  of  silk,  at  two  millions  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds; 
that  of  linen,  at  t\vo- millions;  that  of  hemp,  at  a  million  and  a 
half.  Fourteen  millions  form  the  supposed  value  of  articles  in 
iron,  steel,  tin,  lead,  plating,  &c.,  and  ihree  and  a  half  may  be 
reckoned  for  those  of  copper  and  brass.  In  some  of  these 
branches  of  art,  the  steam-engine  was  employed.  The  great 
improver  of  this  machine  was  Mr.  Walt,  who,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  ingenious  JVir.  Bolton,  in  1775,  added  wonderfully 
to  the  power  of  the  engine,  so  as  to  render  it  capable  of  turning 
mills  for  a  great  \  ariety  of  useful  purposes. 

When  the  increasing  demand  for  cotton  goods  had  siiggested 
the  expediency  of  quickening  the  progress  of  spinning,  various 
contrivances  were  devised  for  that  purpose  ;  but  their  effect  did 
not  answer  exj)ectation.  At  length,  in  1767,  Hargrave,  a  weaver 
in  Lancashire,  invented  a  machine  called  a  Jt-wzz/,  which  was  rude 
in  its  original  form,  but  was  soon  improved,  while  jts  contriver, 
harassed  by  persecution,  for  having  attempted  to  diminish  the 
employment  of  the  people,  died  in  poverty.  Arkwright,  who 
was  at  first  a  rustic  tonsoi\  applied  his  mind  to  this  object,  and 
procurred  a  j)atent  for  sj)inning  l)y  means  of  rollers.  His  first 
mill  was  worked  by  horses  ;  the  second  by  water.  He  obtained 
patents  for  other  improvements,  and  died  in  a  state  of  well-me- 
rited opulence.  Spinning  and  carding,  in  consequence  of  his 
judicious  contrivances,  were  subsequently  performed  with  won- 
derful celerity.  These  discoveries  occasioned  the  introductioa 
of  the  calico  and  muslin  manufactures"  ;  and  from  the  extention 
of  the  trade,  the  result  (notwithstanding  the  diminution  of  labor 
in  each  piece  of  work)  was  the  employment  of  a  much  greater 
number  of  persons  than  had  before  been  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness. The  annual  value  of  cotton  articles,  taken  at  an  average, 
may  be  computed  ar  nine  millions  and  a  half. 

For  the  improvement  of  j^orcelain  and  pottery,  we  are  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Wedgwood,  with  whose  well-formed  ware  not 
only  his  countrymen,  but  also  several  of  the  continental  nations, 
were  abundently  supplied.  The  manufacture  of  glass  was  highly 
improved.  Clocks  and  watches  were  constructed  with  greater 
neatness  and  precision.  Astronomical  inslrun^ents  received  an 
accession  of  accuracy  and  an  extention  of  power  :  and  those 
which  belonged  to  other  branches  of  science  were  fabricated 
with  increasing  skill. 

£1  Tlie  mnsliii  rande  in  Scotland  has  been  brought  into  £j<?ii'^''r1  use:  but,  it  is  no  more 
•jqii;  1  ti)  ili.it  which  is  manulaclured  ill  Indit»,  than  the  Brilisli  imitations  ol  oambric  are  to 
the  French  originals. 
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The  trade  of  France  quickly  revived  after  the  restoration  of 
peace  in  1748  :  but  ihe  folly  of  Louis  XV.,  in  provoking-  a  new 
war  by  his  colonial  encroachments  m  North  America,  baffled 
the  hopes  of  his  commercial  subjects.  The  next  interval  of 
peace  was  longer,  but  not  so  well  employed  as  it  ought  to  have 
been  ;  and  it  required  extraordinary  exertions,  after  the  peace 
of  1783,  to  put  trade  again  in  a  flourishing  state.  The  French 
then  strenuously  endeavoured  to  secure  the  chief  share  of  the 
North  American  commerce  :  but  they  could  not,  even  from  the 
animosity  which  yet  rankled  in  the  hearts  of  the  provincials 
against  the  mother  country,  obtain  so  great  an  advantage  ;  nor, 
indeed,  did  they  take  proper  measures  to  conciliate  the  subjects 
of  the  United  States  ;  for,  in  the  colonial  traffic,  they  subjected 
the  latter  to  various  restrictions,  and  made  large  exceptions 
both  with  regard  to  imports  and  exports. 

By  a  treaty  concluded  w  ith  Sweden,  in  1784,  the  French  mo- 
narch consented  to  resign  the  small  and  infertile  island  of  St. 
Bartholomew  to  Gustavus  III.  in  return  for  a  full  freedom  of 
trade  with  Sweden.  In  the  foUouing  year,  he  erected  a  new 
company,  with  the  privilege  of  fading  to  every  country  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  except  the  isle  of  France",  to  which 
depot  all  other  French  merchants  -ere  permitted  to  send  ves- 
sels. In  a  decree  of  commercial  regulation,  he  expressed  a 
wish  for  such  an  unrestricted  circulation  of  the  produce  of  all 
countries,  as  might  give  to  the  whole  civilized  world  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  united  nation  :  but,  as  all  states  were  not  yet  dis- 
posed to  concur  in  a  scheme  of  this  kind,  it  was  expedient,  he 
said,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  various  British  and  other 
goods,  which  might  interfere  with  French  manufactures.  Mu- 
tual prohibitions,  however,  on  the  part  of  France  and  of  Britain, 
gave  way  in  1786  to  a  commercial  treaty,  by  which  it  was  sti- 
pulated, that  the  subjects  of  each  kingdom  should  be  treated 
by  the  other,  in  point  of  duties,  with  as  much  indulgence  as 
was  shown  to  any  nation,  and  that  only  small  duties  should  be 
levied  on  British  cottons,  woollens,  and  other  desirable  articles, 
or  on  French  wine  and  brandy,  millinery,  cambric,  Sec.  France 
also  extended  her  trade  by  particular  treaties  with  the  czarina, 
the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  American  republic. 

The  war  with  Great  Britain,  after  the  French  revolution,  re- 
duced the  trade  of  the  French  to  a  low  ebb,  and  tended  to  the 
extraordinary  depression  of  their  manufactures ;  but  these  ef- 
fects were  deemed  trivial  by  those  who  imagined  that  they  had 
obtained  the  blessings  of  liberty.  It  was  stated,  in  an  official 
report  presented  to  the  three  consuls  of  France,  in  1800,  that 

22  This  isle  was  now,  in  some  measHre,  re-colonised.  On  the  island  of  Madagascar,  in 
the  same  ocean,  a  French  colony  had  been  planted  in  1774  bj'  couut  Benjouski ;  but  it 
was  neglected  bjr  the  governmeut,  and  abandoned. 
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two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  French  vessels  had 
entered  inward,  and  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  cleared  outward.  If  we  admit  this  statement  to  be  true, 
we  may  be  certain  that  the  number  would  have  been,  in  a  very 
high  degree,  greater  in  time  of  peace. 

The  commerce  of  Spain  was  in  a  languishing  state  at  the 
accession  of  Charles  111. ;  but  that  prince  removed  some  of 
the  restrictions  with  which  his  brother  had  left  it  shackled,  and 
in  some  measure  roused  his  subjects  from  the  torpor  which 
had  seized  them.  Many  years,  however,  elapsed  before  he 
gave  any  great  degree  of  encouragement  to  the  American  trade; 
for  the  establishment  of  monthly  packet-boats  in  1764  from  Co- 
runna  to  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  of  six  in  a 
year  to  and  trom  the  River  de  la  Plata,  with  permission  to  in- 
dividuals to  export  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  one  moiety  of 
the  cariio,  and  import  American  produce  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, proved  a  very  insufficient  extension  of  the  traffic.  At 
length,  in  1778,  he  granted  the  liberty  of  trading  with  many 
American  towns,  toall  whouould  be  content  toship goods  from 
seven  prescribed  ports.  This  comparative  freedom  so  pleased 
the  public,  that  the  opportunity  was  readily  embraced  ;  for,  in 
that  year,  besides  sixty-three  ships  from  Cadiz  (the  port  to 
which  the  trade  had  been  confined,  the  number  of  vessels  being 
also  limited),  ninety-nine  sailed  from  Malaga  and  other  ports. 
The  merchandise  conveyed  in  these  one  hundred  and  sixty  two 
ships  consisted,  in  the  proportion  of  five- eighths,  of  articles 
furnished  by  the  French,  English,  Dutch,  and  some  other  na- 
tions;  for  the  natives  were  then  so  backward  in  manufactures, 
that  they  only  worked  ip  a  very  small  part  of  the  great  quantity 
of  wool  produced  in  their  country.  From  France  and  Britain 
they  received  calico,  linen,  wrought  silk,  fine  woollen,  worsted 
stuffs,  iron  and  steel  goods  ;  from  the  former  they  also  imported 
jewellery,  haberdashery,  perfumery,  and  sometimes  corn;  from 
the  latter,  an  abundance  of  salt-fish  for  maigre  days.  From 
Holland  they  had  common  lace,  linen,  paper,  grocery,  and  cut- 
lery ;  Germany  and  Switzerland  contributed  to  supply  them 
with  linen  and  haberdashery.  At  the  time  before  specified,  they 
had  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  mercantile  vessels  ;  of  which 
number  Catalonia  and  Biscay  nearly  furnished  the  whole  :  yet 
the  coasting  trade  was  chiefly  carried  on  by  foreign  traders. 
Ten  years  afterward,  the  exports  from  Spain  to  America  ex- 
ceeded three  millions  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  seventy  pounds  sterling,  being  two  millions  three 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  pounds  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  year  1778.  The  foreign  merchandise,  included 
in  this  calculation,  did  not  equal  that  of  the  nation.  The  im- 
ports from  America,  at  the  same  time,  were  valued  at  eight 
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millions  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  two  hundred 
pounds,  and  \ere  composed  of  coffee,  sui^ar,  tobacco,  cocoa, 
cochineal,  indigo,  cotton,  leather,  and  gold  and  silver  bullion, 
besides  coin.  The  two  last  articles  have,  in  many  years,  ex- 
ceeded six  millioub  sterling,  without  including  the  millions 
which  are  clandestinely  imported.  Among  the  commercial  pro- 
ductions of  Spain,  we  may  reckon  wine,  brandy,  oil,  barilla, 
soda,  salt,  madder,  leather,  cork,  and  lead.  The  manufactures 
of  the  Country  were  considerably  improved  and  extended  before 
the  war  arose  with  revolutionary  France,  but  by  no  means  so 
effectually  as  to  produce  a  sufficient  supply  of  articles  for  all 
the  provinces  and  colonies  of  Spain". 

Instead  of  the  imperfect  intercourse  with  the  East  Indies, 
carried  on  by  one  annual  ship,  Gahaz,  the  minister  for  the  co- 
lonies, proposed  that  a  direct  trade  from  Cadiz  should  be  open- 
ed with  the  Philippine  islands.  A  company  was  formed  in  1785 
for  that  purpose ;  and,  though  its  first  voyage  was  not  very 
profitable,  succeeding  attempts  were  exceeding  beneficial.  Its 
vessels  were  allowed  to  trade  with  the  ports  of  Caraccas  and 
Maracaybo,  and  with  the  provinces  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  as 
well  as  with  the  oriental  colonies  of  Spain''^^. 

The  proportion  of  general  trade  with  Cadiz,  in  1791,  was  as 
follows.  Of  one  thousand  and  eight  ships  which  then  entered  the 
port,  one  hundred  and  eighty  were  British,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  came  from  Spanish  America,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  from  different  ports  of  Spain,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  were 
French,  one  hundred  and  four  Portuguese,  ninety  belonged  to 
subjects  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  eighty  were 
Dutch,  forty-one  came  from  Denmark,  twenty-five  from  Swe- 
den, only  one  from  Russia,  one  from  Hamburg,  twenty-two 
from  Ragusa,  eight  from  Genoa  and  V^enice,  one  from  Manil- 
la, and  one  from  an  imperial  port.  This  extensive  commerce 
rendered  Cadiz  the  most  opulent  city  in  Spain. 

The  trade  of  Portugal  was  improved  under  the  government 
of  Joseph  and  his  daughter  ;  but,  if  those  sovereigns  had  been 
less  prejudiced  and  more  enlightened,  the  valuable  resources  of 

25  Iiineraire  Descrip'if  de  I'Espagne,  et  Tableau  Elemcntnire  flfs  fiifferentes  Branches 
de  I'Adraiiiistraiiou  et  de  I'liidustre  de  ce  Royauine,  par  Alexandre  de  Laboide, — Paris, 
1809. 

M.  Burgoing,  speakingof  the  introHuction  of  a  cotton  manufacture  at  Avila  bytwo  English- 
men, in  1789,  sajs,  tiiat  they  were  for  a  consiiler^ble  lime  iii  ilanger  ot  being  murdered  as 
odious  heretics,  and  that  the  peasants  of  the  neighbourhood,  from  u  superstitious dr^ail,  stu- 
diously avoided  going  near  the  spot  where  the  strangers  resided.  But  this  senseless  jirtju- 
dice  and  alarm  at  length  subsided  ;  and,  in  1 792,  abov  seven  hundred  persons  wei'e  employ- 
ed in  the  new  manufacture.  Poverty  was  ihus  banislied  from  Avila;  an<l  the  faiiie  of  the 
two  Englishmen  occasioned  their  presentation  and  grsicious  reception  at  cmu-t.  The  manu- 
facture, however,  allerwards  passed  into  other  hands,  and  was  nearly  anudiilated.  Tableaa 
de  I'Espagne  Moderne,  tome  iii. 

26  Tableau  de  I'Espagne  Moderne,  par  J.  F.  Rourgoing,  tome  ii. — This  writer  is  the 
8am<:  person  with  the  chevalier  Bourgoanne,  to  whom  were  attributed  the  Travels  in  Spain, 
published  in  1789. 


422  THE  HISTORY  OF  fart  hi, 

their  country  would  hiive  been  much  better  employed  than  they 
were.  Their  mines  of"  iron  were  neglected  :  tliose  of  lead  were 
not  properly  worked  :  miinnfactures  did  not  flourish  in  full  vi- 
Ejor;  and,  nenr  the  close  of  the  eii^hteenth  century,  about  tvvo- 
tliirds  (.r  the  land  was  left  uncultivated.  Tiie  kicralive  export 
of  wine,  hmvever,  was  consltierabl)  au^^mented,  while  the  im- 
port of  woollen  cloth  IVon)  Great  Britain  was  diminished  by  the 
encouraiijement  that  was  given  to  native  industry.  Commercial 
treaties  were  concluded  with  nations  which  hitherto  had  carried 
on  only  an  indire«n  trade  with  Portugal ;  and  the  colonial  traf- 
fic was  subjecfi^d  to  improved  regulations.  The  chief  exports, 
besides  wine,  were  oil,  fruit,  salt,  drugs,  cork  and  cotton. 

Of  the  commerce  of  lialy,  the  English  had  a  great  share; 
and  the  port  of  Leghorn  was  more  particularly  under  their  in- 
fluence, l3efore  it  w  as  seized  by  the  French.  In  this  town  silks 
and  stuffs  were  well  manufactured.  Genoa  had  a  brisk  trade 
with  France  and  Spain:  and  some  of  its  manufactures  (velvet, 
brocade,  lace,  &c.)  were  in  a  flourishing  state.  At  Turin, 
trade  w  as  less  vigorous.  ^  The  city  of  Milan  abounded  w  ith  ar- 
tisans ;  and  die  country  was  better  cultivated  than  the  rest  of 
Italy.  The  Venetians  retained  a  sufficient  share  of  trade  to 
draw  a  great  number  of  ships  to  their  chief  port ;  for,  in  1791, 
above  a  thousand  vessels  entered  the  harbour.  Corn,  fruit, 
druos,  paper,  cloth,  mirrors,  coral,  iron,  &c.  were  exported  by 
the  subjects  of  that  republic.  Rome  had  little  trade.  From 
Naples  and  Sicily  were  exported  wine,  oil,  silk,  flax,  hemp, 
cotton,  wool,  and  cattle. 

The  French  long  enjoyed  the  principal  share  of  the  trade 
of  Turkey  and  Greece:  but  the  English  also  secured  a  consi- 
derable j)roportion  of  it.  It  is  in  a  great  measure  passive  on 
the  part  of  the  Turks,  w  ho  have  scarcely  any  mercantile  ves- 
sels. Their  carpets  are  in  great  request;  their  drugs  and  dyes 
are  useful ;  their  silk  is  not  so  good  as  that  of  Italy,  but  it  is 
still  a  desiraljle  article. 

Among  the  Russians,  commerce  prospered  under  the  foster- 
ing care  of  Catharine  II.  ;  and  their  articles  of  exportation  were 
usefnHv  increased  by  the  spoliatory  acquisitions  in  Poland. 
They  supplied  many  (>f  the  European  nations  with  iron,  cop- 
per, timber,  sail-cloth,  hemp,  flax,  poi-ash,  peltry,  and  coarse 
linen.  They  traded  with  China  by  caravans,  and  exchanged 
their  furs  for  precious  stones,  porcelain,  tea,  silk,  and  cotton. 
From  Persia,  by  the  Caspian  lake,  they  procured  silk  (both 
raw  and  manufactured),  carpets,  and  fine  stuffs,  in  return  for 
iron,  steel,  and  furs. 

The  trade  of  Su  eden  was  not  in  a  very  flourishing  state  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  AJK-la-Chapelle.  It  w  as  chiefly  carried  on 
with  Denmark,  Rubsia,  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  Hoi- 
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land,  and  Germany.  Gothenburg  was  the  principal  port  next  to 
the  CMpiti.ll.  From  that  t^\^n  the  trade  with  India  was  prosecut- 
ed :  but  ibis  branch  of  traffic  was  much  less  beneficial  to  its  in- 
habitants than  the  herrin^j  fishery,  which,  between  the  years 
1753  and  1763,  increased  in  produce  from  tv  enty  thousand  seven 
hundred  barrels  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  six 
hundred  ;  and  the  Swedes  w  ere  en.ibled  to  disjxjse  of  their  fish 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  could  the  Dutch  or  any  other  traders.  In 
1781  the  export  from  Sweden  amounted  to  one  million  three 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  pounds  sterlit^g,  and  the  im- 
ports to  one  million  and  twenty -seven  thousand  pounds;  so  that 
the  balance  was  by  three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  pounds, 
in  fjwour  of  that  kinsjdom.  The  most  valuable  exports  were  iron, 
copper,  timber,  fish  and  their  oil,  pitch  and  tar:  the  most  expen- 
sive import  of  that  year  was  rye,  su^^ar  the  next,  and  then  hemp. 

By  the  Trolhaeta  canal  (cut  through  rocks  with  great  skill 
and  extraordinary  labor,)  and  other  communications,  a  passage 
was  opened  for  goods  across  Sweden,  from  Gothenburg  to 
Stockholm.  The  Sound  duties  were  thus  saved,  and  the  dan- 
gerous navigation  of  the  Baltic  avoided.  This  scheme  was  in 
agitatif)n  so  early  as  the  reign  of  Charles  XII.  ;  but  it  was  not 
completed  before  the  year  1800. 

The  exports  from  Denmark  and  Norway  to  Britain  were 
usually  less  than  those  of  Sweden,  and  the  imports  much  great- 
er. In  1774,  the  progress  nutde  by  the  Danes  in  the  woollen 
manufacture  induced  the  court  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
British  articles  of  that  description;  but  the  balance  of  trade  with 
Denmark  continued  to  favour  this  country;  for  the  goods  sent  to 
that  kingdom  were  frequently  double,  in  point  of  value,  to  those 
which  were  received.  The  Danish  India  company  flourished  for 
a  time  :  but,  when  private  trade  was  allowed,  its  affairs  declin- 
ed; and  the  monopoly  was  at  length  reduced  to  a  mere  shadow, 
without  injuring  the  prosperity  of  the  Oriental  settlements.  The 
Danish  exports  consist  of  timber,  iron,  tar,  peltry,  cordage,  and 
a  few  other  articles.  Wrougiit  iron,  copper,  and  brass,  glass, 
and  earthen  ware,  cotton  and  linen  goods,  leather,  hats,  and 
silk,  are  among  the  imports. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  Provinces  flourished  until  they 
were  involved  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1780  ;  and,  after 
the  return  of  j)eace,  it  did  not  rise  to  its  former  extent.  Both 
their  east  and  West  India  companies  gradually  declined  in  opu- 
lence and  crt-dit,  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  concern  of 
other  natioris  in  the  colonial  trade.  The  former,  in  1786,  could 
only  be  saved  froiu  bank'-uptcy  by  considerable  loans  from  the 
government.  Our  trade  with  Holland,  even  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  continued  to  be  considerable  ;  and  the  articles 
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received  frem  that  country  were  generally  far  inferior  in  value 
to  our  exjjorts. 

Ill  the  Prussian  dominions,  the  spirit  of  commerce  increased 
after  the  peace  of  Hubertsburg,  and  more  particularly  after  the 
partition  of  Poland.  Manufactures  were  widely  diffused.  In 
the  Electoral  Marche,  linen,  woollen,  silk,  and  cotton,  were 
wrought  in  an  improved  style:  in  the  Middle  Marche,  porcelain 
was  an  important  article:  in  the  duchy  of  Magdebourg,  stuffs  of 
various  kinds  were  fabricated:  in  Silesia,  the  linen  manufacture 
highly  flourished  :  in  Pomerania  trade  was  brisk ;  from  Stettin 
were  exported  corn,  timber,  glass,  pot-ash,  madder,  tobacco, 
lapis  calaminaris,  and  antimony.  From  East  and  West  Prus- 
sia, planks,  hemp,  flax,  and  corn,  were  exported  ;  and  the  im- 
ports were  lead,  tin,  copper,  broad  cloth,  sugar,  fruits,  spices, 
wine  and  brandy.  The  trade  of  E.nbden,  in  East  Friseland, 
was  not  at  first  encourged  by  the  great  Frederick  :  but  he  at 
length  gratified  the  burghers  with  an  India  company  and  with 
other  favors. 

The  trade  of  Saxony  continued  to  be  considerable,  its  pro- 
ducts being  numerous  and  valuable.  Among  these  we  may 
reckon  silver,  iron,  lead,  copper,  cobalt,  and  precious  stones ; 
hemp,  flax,  saffron,  and  hops.  The  porcelain  of  Dresden  is  ad- 
mired, as  is  also  that  of  Meissen. 

The  Palatinate  flourished  in  point  of  manufactures  and  traflic: 
but,  when  the  elector  had  succeeded  to  the  Bavarian  inheritance, 
the  former  part  of  his  dominions  received  less  encouragement 
from  the  court,  and  betrayed  marks  of  neglect. 

The  Hanoverian  territories  were  not  so  well  cultivated  as  they 
might  have  been;  for  notwithstanding  the  sterility  of  many  dis- 
tricts, some  are  sufficiently  fertile  to  encourage  an  agricultural 
spirit.  At  the  same  time,  manufactures  of  linen,  coarse  wool- 
len, paper,  glass,  gold  and  silver  lace,  were  carried  on  with 
success  ;  and  many  articles  in  copper  and  iron  were  also  well 
fabricated. 

The  Saxons  exercised  their  industry  in  a  variety  of  modes  : 
and  their  towns  were  enlivened  u  ith  the  bustle  of  trade.  Their 
mines  were  wrought  with  skill,  and  the  products  were  neatly 
formed  into  useful  and  ornamental  articles.  Linen,  cotton,  wool- 
len, silk,  lace,  and  other  objects  of  constant  or  frequent  demand, 
were  manufactured  with  skill  and  despatch  ;  and  Leipsic,  be- 
sides a  considerable  share  of  general  trade,  was  the  greatest 
literary  mart  in  Europe. 

Trade  was  encouraged  in  the  Austrian  dominions  by  Maria 
Theresa,  by  her  sons  Joseph  and  Leopold,  and  her  grandson 
Francis.  Joseph  was  fond  of  conversing  with  merchants  and 
artisans,  to  whom  his  suggestions  were  sometimes  useful.  He 
invited  foreigners  to  give  spirit  and  extention  to  the  traffic  of 
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his  people.  He  increased  the  commerce  of  Ostend  and  Trieste, 
and  opening  a  trade  by  the  Black  Sea.  The  mines  of  Austria 
and  Hunt^ary,  the  valuable  mineral  produce  of  the  latter  region, 
the  linens  of  Silesia,  Bohemia,  and  Moravia,  were  exchanged 
for  woollens  of  other  countries,  for  silks,  colors,  coffee,  sugar, 
&c.  Horses,  oxen,  corn,  and  tobacco,  were  also  among  the  pro- 
ductive articles  of  trafic. 

The  Swiss  diligently  attended  to  agriculture,  as  far  as  the  rug- 
ged nature  of  their  country  would  allow,  and  carried  on  various 
manufactures  of  immediate  use  and  necessity,  without  being 
particularly  eager  for  the  prosecution  of  foreign  trade.  Yet  they 
sent  cattle  and  provisions  to  other  nations,  linen  and  cotton 
goods,  silks  and  stuffs,  lace,  and  watches.  The  Genevans  long 
excelled  in  the  last  species  of  workmanship  ;  but  it  was  now 
generally  allowed,  that  British  artisans  are  more  skilful  in  that 
branch  of  art. 


LETTER  XVII. 


A  Survey  of  the  Progress  of  Society  in  Europe^  from  the  year 

176 J  to  1802. 

THE  greater  part  of  history,  my  dear  son,  unfortunately 
consists  of  scenes  of  blood  and  slaughter,  exhibiting  a  melan- 
choly picture  of  the  misapplied  energies  of  the  human  race. 
After  the  view  of  so  many  dreadful  effects  of  ambition  and  poliu- 
cal  animosity,  a  display  of  the  state  of  civil  society,  a  survey  of 
art  and  science,  or  institutions,  manners,  and  customs,  will  af- 
ford a  pleasing  relief  to  your  mind.  You  cannot,  however,  ex- 
pect that  I  should  dwell  upon  every  point  connected  with  these 
topicts.  The  limits  which  I  have  prescribed  to  myself  will  not 
admit  diffusion,  or  allow  minuteness  of  discussion. 

The  French  continued  to  surpass  the  (jther  nations  of  Europe 
in  exterior  politeness,  in  elegant,  and  pleasing  manners.  Tliey 
had  a  winning  suavity  and  graceful  ease,  freedom  without 
coarseness,  and  vivacity  without  rudeness.  They  excelled  in 
conversation,  and  in  the  art  of  rendering  themselves  agreeable 
in  society — I  mean  temporarily,  not  perm-nisntly  ;  for  I  doubt 
their  general  capability  of  real  or  sincere  friendship. 

Their  licentiousness  with  regard  to  the  female  sex  did  not  de- 
cline even  under  the  sway  of  Louis  XVI.,  whose  rigid  morality 
was  not  accompanied  with  such  imposing  maje^tv  of  demeanor 
as  to  command  an  i  uitatioa  ot  his  chaste  examiJe.  If  we  ex- 
clude every  idea  of  actual  guilt  on  the  part  of  his  queen,  her 
levity  mav  be  supposed  to  have  had  an  effect  not  altogether  fa- 
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vorable  to  conjuGjal  docoriim.  In  another  respect,  it  is  allowed 
that  her  disinclination  to  the  formality  (->'(  etiquette  impaired  the 
dignity  of  the  court,  and  diminished  the  respect  of  its  attendants 
and  votaries.  Familiarity  tends,  according  \%  the  proverbial  re- 
mark, to  breed  contempt;  and,  where  no  foundation  for  contempt 
exists,  in  lessens  reverence.  I  do  not  affirm,  that  Marie  Antoi- 
nette was  coarsely  or  meanly  familiar  :  her  share  of  Austrian 
pride  would  not  suffer  her  so  to  degrade  herself:  but,  by  encour- 
aging freedom  of  access  to  the  courtly  sanctuary,  she  contri- 
buted to  a  decline  of  the  fervor  of  adoration. 

The  revolution  occasioned  a  great  change  in  the  manners  of 
the  French.  It  transformed  them  into  a  rough  and  brutal  race, 
as  destitute  of  feeling  as  of  politeness.  It  blunted  their  social 
energies,  and  absorbed  their  private  sensibilities.  It  taught  them 
to  refer  all  their  actions  to  objects  or  purposes  of  patriotism,  at 
a  time  when  few  of  them  seemed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  true 
means  of  promoting  the  interest  of  their  country.  It  so  unsettled 
the  volatile  minds  of  an  inconsiderate  people  that  they  were  un- 
fit for  dispassionate  inquiry  and  calm  deliberation.  Appearances, 
bv  such  men,  were  taken  for  realities,  and  presumptions  for 
proofs:  arguments  were  disregarded,  and  opinions  were  formed 
without  the  least  foundation  in  correct  judgment.  A  democratic 
furor  pervaded  the  community,  overpowered  law  and  reason, 
banished  good  breeding  and  politeness,  and  almost  exploded 
civilization  itself. 

The  liberal  arts  suffered  amidst  the  decline  of  courteous  and 
elegant  manners.  The  arts  which  were  principally  cultivated 
were  such  as  were  conducive  to  the  accommodation  of  ordinary 
life,  or  connected  with  the  practice  of  war.  This  was  studied 
with  peculiar  eagerness,  not  so  much  in  history  or  in  old  works 
upon  tactics,  as  in  conversation  and  in  mental  enquiry.  To  this 
art  every  thing  was  rendered  subservient.  Without  consummate 
excellence  in  it,  said  the  leaders  of  the  revolution,  the  nation 
would  be  subdued  by  its  numerous  and  powerful  enemies.  Their 
philantrophy,  they  pretended,  induced  them  to  wish  for  a  total 
cessation  of  war :  but  the  present  state  of  the  world  would  not 
admit  such  concord  :  yet  it  was  hoped  that  gradual  approaches 
would  be  made  to  those  improved  morals  and  purified  disposi- 
tions which  might  ultimately  preclude  sanguinary  contests.  But, 
with  whatever  zeal  the  military  art  was  studied  by  officers,  or 
by  those  who  wished  to  enter  into  a  profession  suj^posed  to  be 
honorable,  the  force  of  number  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  pro- 
ducing the  extraordinary  success  of  the  repul)lican  troops. 

During  the  re\olutionary  war,  the  French  improved  the  con- 
struction and  management  of  their  field-pieces,  and  introduced 
flying  artillery,  with  seats  on  the  carriages  and  the  limbers,  with 
which  they  made  a  great  impression.     In  more  than  one  en- 
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gaf^ement,  they  were  assisted,  accordins;  to  the  French  accounts, 
by  the  new  invention  of  air-balloons,  which  they  owed  to  a  sud- 
den thought  of  their  countryman  Mongolfier,  althoui^ih  a  similar 
idea  had  previously  occurred  to  Dr.  Black,  Mr.  Cavendish, 
and  Mr.  Carallo.  A  bag  being  filled  with  heated  air,  one  or 
more  persons  rose  in  a  car  annexed  to  it,  and  soared  to  a  great 
height;  and,  when  that  species  of  air  was  found  to  be  dangerous, 
from  the  necessity  of  taking  up  a  brasier  or  furnace  with  the 
car,  inflammable  air,  produced  by  pouring  oil  of  vitriol  upon 
the  filings  of  steel,  or  by  some  other  chemical  process,  was 
substituted  for  it.  The  movements  and  supposed  intentions  of 
the  opposite  army  were  communicated  by  the  aeronaut  to  the 
French  general,  who  thus  derived  an  important  advantage. 

The  rapid  conveyance  of  military  intelligence  was  promoted 
in  France  by  the  use  of  the  telegraph  ;  a  machine  resembling 
that  which  was  recommended  by  the  philosophic  marquis  of 
Worcester  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  It  was 
constructed  under  the  eye  of  M.  Chappe.  It  has  since  been 
brought  into  use  in  the  country  which  had  a  better  claim  to  it. 

Before  the  revolution,  a  constellation  of  ingenious  men,  in  va- 
rious branches  of  science,  established  the  fame  of  France.  M. 
d'Alembert  was  distinguished  both  as  a  mathematician  and  po- 
lite scholar.  He  contributed  many  valuable  articles  to  the  Ency- 
clopedie,  and  wrote  the  celebrated  introduction  to  that  great 
work.  He  first  studied  law,  and  then  medicine;  but  neither  of 
those  professions  suited  his  taste.  He  threw  light  on  the  motion 
and  resistance  of  fluids,  explained  the  theory  of  the  winds,  illus- 
trated the  integral  calculus,  investigated  the  philosophy  of  mu- 
sic, and  resolved  a  variety  of  problems  in  astronomy.  Freedom 
of  thinking  he  promoted,  and,  under  an  arbitrary  government, 
asserted  the  claim  of  mankind  to  liberty.  He  was  invited  by 
Frederic  of  Prussia  to  preside  over  the  academy  of  sciences  at 
Berlin,  and  by  Catharine  II.  to  superintend  the  education  of  the 
grand  duke  Paul:  but  he  rejected  both  offers.  It  is  to  be  lament- 
ed, that  he  entertained  doubts  of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and 
was  indeed  disposed  to  deny  all  revelation.  In  this  point  his  fel- 
low-encyclopedist Diderot  agreed  with  him.  The  latter  was  not 
so  conversant  in  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy  as  M. 
d'AIembert;  yet  he  was  a  scientific  as  well  as  an  elegant  writer. 
Clairault,  the  astronomer,  disputed  with  d'AIembert  on  various 
points;  and  his  Tables  of  the  Moon  seem  preferable  to  those  of 
his  rival.  The  count  de  Buffon  investigated  the  abstruse  sub- 
ject of  the  primary  formation  of  the  earth;  but  his  theory,  which 
refers  it  to  an  igneous  origin,  is  too  fanciful  to  obtain  many  pro- 
selytes, or  to  require  particular  notice.  In  his  natural  history 
he  was  too  speculative  and  hypothetical,  and  not  sufficiently 
exact  or  methodical:  but  his  great  work  on  that  subject  is  at- 
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tractive  and  interesting,  from  the  variety  of  its  topics,  its  style 
and  manner.  Brisson,  who  preceded  him,  was  a  more  accurate 
naturalist;  as  was  also  d'Aubenton,  who  assisted  Buftbn. 

Macquer  skilfully  analysed  dyes  and  earths,  and  irave  a  more 
regular  form  to  chemical  knowledt^e.  Morveau-Guyion  trod  in 
the  same  path;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Lavoisier,  Berthollei, 
and  Fourcroy,  he  produced,  in  1787,  a  system  which  tended  to 
overturn  the  theory  of  Stahl,  who  had  referred  almost  every 
thine;  X.o phlogiston^  or  the  principle  of  inflammability.  A  more 
accurate  nomenclature  was  devised  by  the  same  associates, 
whose  system  soon  gained  ground,  and  at  length  generally  pre- 
vailed. Several  new  acids  metals,  and  earths,  were  discovered 
by  their  sagacity;  and  Lavoisier,  in  particular,  found  oxygen 
to  be  the  grand  acidifying  principle.  He  illustrated  the  nature 
of  air  and  of  heat,  and  pronounced  the  latter  to  be  a  distinct 
substance,  rather  than  a  mere  quality.  He  also  threw  light  on 
the  physiology  of  animals,  as  Tillet  and  Vanquelin  did  on  th^it 
of  vegetables. 

The  numerous  uses  of  chemistry,  and  its  application  to  agri- 
culture, to  almost  every  mechanic  art,  to  natural  history,  and 
niedicine,  were  more  clearly  poii.ted  out,  and  more  fully  esta- 
blished by  these  and  other  modern  philosophers,  than  by  any  of 
their  predecessors;  and  thus  great  benefit  accrued  to  the  world. 

Mental  philosophy,  when  studied  in  France,  unfortunately 
led  to  infidelity.  The  ability  of  various  writers  on  this  subject 
lost  itself  in  metaphysical  subtility.  In  moral  philosophy,  also, 
the  French  at  this  time  were  more  refined  than  judicious.  Their 
historians  were  lively  and  agreeable,  but  not  in  general,  suffi- 
ciently attentive  to  accuracy  of  statement.  Their  novelists 
wrote  in  a  pi'pi  lar  style  ;  but  many  of  them  taught  erroneous 
sentiments,  and  exhil  it  false  views  of  life.  Their  classical 
scholars  were  sup':rficiul  ratiier  than  profound  :  and,  though 
some  good  Latanists  appeared  among  them,  few  were  skilled 
in  Grecian  lore. 

In  the  fine  arts,  ability  and  skill  were  possessed  by  some  na- 
tives ol  France,  if  not  by  a  great  njnber.  Deshayes  promised 
to  be  an  admirable  painter;  but  he  died  at  an  early  age.  The 
productions  of  Grenze  and  Grenee  are  admired:  the  landscapes 
of  Vernet  procured  him  high  reputation;  Guerin  was  an  historic 

painter  of  merit:  Roslin  and  La  Tour  excelled  in  portraits. 

Pigale  was  high  in  the  ranks  of  sculptors:  La  Moine  was  also  a 
distinguished  statuary  :  but  his  groupes  are  not  equal  to  his 
busts.  Julien's  statue  of  La  Fontaine,  and  his  figure  of  the  fe- 
male bather,  are  admired.  Stephen  Falconet  had  acquired  cele- 
brity by  his  groupe  of  Pygmalion,  before  he  executed,  for  the 
empress  of  Russia,  the  ecjuestrian  statue  of  Peter  the  Great. — 
The  completion  of  this  chefde^Gsuvre^  placed  upon  a  mass  of 
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stone  (said  to  weigh  above  three  millions  of  pounds)  which  had 
been  transported  with  extraordinary  labor  from  Lachta  in  Ca- 
relia  to  Petersburg,  was  accompanied  with  a  release  of  many 
debtors,  and  other  acts  of  grace  from  the  czarina.  Made- 
moiselle Collot,  daughter-in-law  to  this  artist,  executed  a  model 
for  the  head  of  the  figure,  with  great  skill. — Cars,  Monet,  Le 
Mire,  and  other,  were  eminent  in  the  art  of  engraving. 

The  ornaments  of  the  French  theatre  were  Le  Kain,  La- 
Rive,  Mole,  and  Mademoiselle  Clairon.  The  first  broke  through 
the  disadvantages  of  nature,  and  became  an  excellent  tragedian : 
the  second  had  great  merit  in  the  same  department :  the  third 
was  remarkable  for  comic  humor,  as  was  also  Preville:  the  lady 
was  an  admirable  representative  of  tragic  characters.  Among 
ingenious  comic  dramatists  we  may  reckon  Destouches,  Saurin, 
and  Beaumarchais.  Few  of  the  modern  French  tragedies  are 
esteemed.  The  musical  composers  and  performers  were  not 
highly  distinguished,  in  comparison  with  those  of  Italy  and 
Germany  :  but  the  talents  of  Getry,  in  the  former  department, 
were  respectable. 

Besides  the  individuals  whom  I  have  mentioned,  there  may 
be  several  whose  abilities  and  attainments  render  them  more 
deserving  of  notice  than  many  of  those  who  are  particularised 
in  this  survey.  I  merely  observe,  en  passant^  that  they  are  not 
omitted  from  any  idea  of  their  inferiority  of  merit,  but  because 
they  do  not  occur  to  my  recollection. 

The  progress  or  decline  of  religion  must  not  be  neglected  in 
a  sketch  of  society,  of  which  it  is  a  strong  cement.  The  luxu- 
rious and  dissipated  habits  of  the  high  clergy,  and  a  decay  of 
piety  among  the  inferior  ecclesiastics,  were  very  observable  be- 
fore the  accession  of  Louis  XVI.,  whose  religious  spirit  feelingly 
lamented  this  degeneracy.  That  prince  was  requested  by  the 
clergy,  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  adopted  in  a  general 
assembly,  to  take  measures  for  the  repression  of  infidelity,  and 
also  to  discountenance  the  protestants,  who,  presuming  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  court,  asserted  their  claims  to  that  freedom 
of  worship  and  practice  which  the  existing  laws  denied  them, 
and  encroached  on  the  rights  of  the  catholic  church.  However 
depraved  and  immoral  were  many  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  church, 
they  thought  it  their  duty  to  oppose  the  licentiousness  of  the 
disciples  of  Voltaire  and  the  Encyclopedists,  whose  eff)rts 
threatened  the  establishment  with  danger;  but  their  intolerant 
spirit  toward  the  protestants  had  a  less  justifiable  foundation. — 
The  king  gave  them  a  favorable  answer  ;  but  he  was  less  pleas- 
ed with  the  latter  than  with  the  former  part  of  their  remon- 
strance. The  infidel  and  democratic  philosophy  continued  to 
gain  ground  ;  and  the  protestants  were  not  so  discouraged,  as 
to  wave  their  pretensions.  They  at  length,  in  the  year  1787, 
obtained  what  they  deemed  their  rights. 
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The  revolutionists  made  a  violent  attack  upon  the  clerical 
fabric.  The  supporters  of  the  former  system  u  ere  persecuted : 
constitutional  prelates  and  jjriests  were  appointed,  with  reduced 
stipends;  and,  at  one  time,  religion  was  so  nej^lected,  that  the 
goddess  of  reason  seemed  to  supersede  the  God  of  the  Chris- 
tians. The  church  revived  in  the  sequel ;  and,  while  all  sects 
were  tolerated,  the  catholic  system  was  re-established.  The 
executive  directory  permitted  a  council  to  be  holden  at  Paris  in 
1797 ;  and  various  decrees  and  rej^ulations  were  promulgated 
for  the  settlement  of  the  church.  Bonaparte,  to  whom  all  reli- 
gions were  equally  acceptable  if  they  did  not  obstruct  his  ambi- 
tion, confirmed  the  restoration  of  Catholicism. 

The  study  of  politics  and  oratory  flourished  during  the  revolu- 
tionary agitations  ;  but  the  fine  arts  and  the  abstract  and  sublime 
sciences  w  ere  repressed,  and  narrowed  in  their  range.  Philoso- 
phers and  artists  were  exposed  to  obliquy  and  persecution  ;  and 
no  other  merit  was  regarded  than  that  which  was  connected  with 
party.  An  enlightened  astronomer  was  sacrificed  in  the  person 
of  Bailly  :  an  excellent  chemist  suffered  in  the  formof  Lavoisier: 
the  acute  metaphysician  Condorcet  committed  suicide  to  avoid 
the  guillotine  ;  and  other  distinguished  men  were  prematurely 
driven  from  the  world.  But,  when  the  terrific  reign  of  Robes- 
pierre was  closed,  the  arts  and  sciences  seemed  to  revive.  Even 
the  sanguinary  David,  u  ho  deserved  death  as  a  promoter  of  the 
atrocities  of  that  tyrant,  escaped  proscription.  His  genius  as 
an  artist  overpowered  the  odium  to  which  hisguilthad  exposed 
him.  The  Junius  Brutus  of  this  painter  is  a  piece  of  great  merit; 
and  equal  praise  is  due  to  his  representation  of  the  story  of  the 
Horatii  and  the  Curiatii.  The  composition  and  coloring  are 
good,  the  expression  admirable,  and  the  effect  impressive. 

The  establishment  of  the  national  institute  tended  to  give 
fresh  vigor  to  science  :  and  the  number  of  valuable  pictures, 
statues,  monuments,  and  other  productions  of  art,  collected  in 
conquered  countries,  and  accumulated  in  public  repositories,  sti- 
mulated the  talents  and  exertions  of  the  French.  La- Place, 
La-Landn,  and  Mechain  now  applied,  with  renovated  zeal,  to 
the  study  of  the  celestial  system  :  La-Croix  explored  the  profun- 
dities of  mathematics  ;  La-Metherie  dived  into  the  cu-caiia  oi 
geology  ;  and  Gos^elin  rivalled  d'Anville  in  geogra])hical  know- 
ledge. De- Lille  gratified  readers  of  taste  with  his  elegant 
poems  ;  and,  while  Segur  and  other  historic  writers  gave  lumi- 
nous dispiuvs  of  extraordinary  incidents,  Madame  Stael,  iMa- 
dem(V!selle  Cottin,  and  numerous  novelist  of  both  sexes,  amused 
the  public  with  the  effusions  of  sentiment  and  passion. 

In  the  enlightened  period  which  I  am  now  considering,  Great 
Britain  may  be  said  to  have  exhibited  a  s])lendid  galaxy,  stream- 
ing with  varied  lustre  through  the  hemisphere  of  science  and 
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learning.  Almost  every  branch  of  natural  philosophy  and  of 
mechanic  art,  and  various  branches  also  of  elegant  literature 
and  refined  erudition,  have  been  improved  by  the  judgment  and 
taste  of  our  countrymen.  A  minute  display  would  be  unneces- 
sary :  a  cursory  survey  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose. 

It  may  seem  inconsistent  to  commence  the  display  of  British 
merit  and  excellence  with  the  mention  of  a  native  of  Bordeaux: 
but  Dr.  Black,  though  born  in  France,  uas  of  British  extrac- 
tion, and  studied  and  flourished  in  this  island.  His  discoveries 
in  chemistry  diffused  his  fame  over  Europe.  He  ascertained 
the  existence  of  a  peculiar  species  of  air,  which  he  named  from 
its  appearing  in  different  bodies  in  a  fixed  state.  It  was  after- 
wards proved  that  this  was  an  acid  ;  and,  being  formed  of  car- 
bon united  with  oxygen,  it  w  as  denominated  the  carbonic  acid. 
Dr.  Black  also  taught  that  doctrine  of  heat  which  is  now  gene- 
rally admitted ;  and  he  threw  light  upon  other  chemical  and 
philosophical  operations.  Mr.  Cavendish  added  inflammable  hy- 
drogenous air  to  the  discoveries  of  his  friend  ;  ascertained  the 
composition  of  water;  and,  by  these  and  other  inquiries,  cleared 
many  disputed  points  in  chemistry.  Dr.  Priestley  warmly  con- 
tended for  the  declining  doctrine  of  phlogiston  ;  manifesting,  in 
this  point,  less  than  his  usual  acuteness.  By  the  discovery  of 
oxygen,  this  indefatigable  philosopher  led  to  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  component  parts  of  comm.on  air.  He  also  improved  our 
ideas  of  the  nature  of  light,  illustrated  the  phenomena  of  electri- 
city, analysed  acids  and  alkalies,  and  threw  light  upon  vegetable 
physiology.  His  political  opinions  exposing  him  to  obloquy  and 
persecution,  he  retired  from  Great  Britain  to  North  America, 
where  he  enjoyed  the  protection  of  the  president  Jefferson.  Kir- 
wan  studied  the  chemical  philosophy  with  extraordinary  zeal ; 
and  he  may  be  considered  as  the  best  of  our  geologists  and  mi- 
neralogists. Whitehurst,  an  ingenious  speculator,  framed  a  new 
theory  of  the  earth  ;  Dr.  Hutton  also  inquired,  but  in  a  less  sci- 
entific manner  than  did  Kirwan,  into  the  original  formation  and 
progressive  structure  of  the  globe. 

Astronomy  was  cultivated  by  Maskelyne  with  an  ability  which 
rendered  him  a  worthy  successor  of  Bradley:  but  Herschel,  who 
is  of  German  birth,  has  distinguished  himself  in  this  country  be- 
yond all  our  native  astronomers.  He  has  extended  the  power  of 
telescopes,  discovered  the  Georgium  Sidus,  examined  the  fixed 
stars  with  peculiar  success,  and  added  thousands  of  stars  to  the 
number  previously  known.  Sir  Henry  Englefield  has  added  to 
our  knowledge  of  comets  and  their  orbits;  and  Mr.  Vince,  pro- 
fessor of  experimental  philosophy  at  Cambridge,  has  illustrated 
the  astronomic  science. 

Count  Rumford  may  here  be  introduced  as  an  acute  philoso- 
pher, and  as  the  founder  of  a  society  calculated  to  "  diffuse  the 


432  THE  HISTORY  OF  part  iii. 

knovvledpje  and  facilitate  the  introduc^'-n  of  new  and  useful  me- 
chanical inventions  and  improvements,  and  teach,  by  regular 
courses  of  philosophical  lectures  and  experiments,  the  applica- 
tion of  new  discoveries  in  science  to  the  improvements  of  arts 
and  manufactures."  The  object  was,  in  fact,  the  adaptation  of 
philosophy  to  the  purposes  of  general  utility,  and  a  facilitation 
of  the  means  of  procurin.sf  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
life.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  patronised  the  scheme;  and  subscrip- 
tions for  its  accomplishment  were  easily  collected.  A  charter 
was  granted,  in  1800,  for  a  society  of  this  nature;  and  it  was 
denominated  the  Royal  Institution.  The  London  Institution 
followed;  and  the  subscriptions  for  this,  and  other  societies  of  a 
similar  kind,  v\  ere  quickly  completed.  A  board  of  agriculture 
had  been  long  before  instituted;*  and  natural  history  was  pro- 
moted, in  1803,  by  the  erection  of  the  Linnaean  Society,  of 
which  Dr.  Shaw  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  members. 

Theologv  boasted  of  able  professors.  The  prelate  Warbur- 
ton  was  a  man  of  a  strong  mind  and  considerable  learning: 
Hurd  was  a  more  elegant  scholar.  Bishop  Watson,  besides 
being  an  adept  in  chemistry,  came  forward  as  a  defender  of  the 
religion  in  which  he  was  educated.  Dr.  Paley  was  an  acute 
(but  occasionally  latitudinarian)  moralist,  and  an  able  advocate 
of  Christianity.  His  works  are  highly  popular.  The  last  two 
bishops  of  London  (Lowth  and  Porteus)  possessed  literary  abi- 
lity. One  reformed  the  language  of  his  country,  and  happily 
appreciated  the  beauties  of  Hebrew  poetry;  the  other  prelate  in- 
terested well  disposed  readers  by  his  pleasing  and  judicious 
sermons.  But  the  discourses  of  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  a  Scottish 
professor,  met  with  more  general  acceptance  than  those  of 
English  divines.  They  are  elegant  rather  than  energetic,  and 
rational  without  being  profound.  Bishop  Horsley  was  a  good 
mathematician,  and  a  formidable  champion  both  of  religious 
and  political  orthodoxy. 

The  medical  science,  and  chiruro:ical  art,  were  in  some  re- 
spects better  understood  and  practised  than  in  former  periods. 
Dr.  Hunter  had  great  sagacity  and  judgment;  and  his  brother 
was  a  skilful  anatomist,  who  is  said  to  have  discovered  the  ab- 
sorbency  of  the  lymphatics;  a  merit,  however,  which  v\as  claim- 
ed bv  Dr.  Alexander  Monro.  Heberden,  Pringle,  Pitcairn,  and 
Warren,  were  experienced  and  able  physicians.  Dr.  Currie  in- 
troduced the  cool  regimen  in  fevers.  Pott  and  Sharp,  the  one 
rough  and  severe,  the  other  mild  in  his  manners,  performed 
w  ith  success  a  variety  of  difficult  operations,  and  rendered  dan- 
gerous accidents  less  frequently  fatal.  JVIany  eminent  persons 
have  more  recently  appeared  in  these  departments.  Among 
these  we  may  name  Pepys,  Latham,  and  Babington,  as  men 

2  la  the  year  1793. 
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who  have  "  lengthened  life"  by  judicious  prescriptions,  and 
Earle,  Blizard,  and  Cooper,  as  skilful  chirurgical  operators. 

Dr.  L^duard  Jenner,  a  provincial  physician,  who  was  reward- 
ed by  the  parliament  as  a  benefactor  to  the  public,  claims  honor- 
able mention  for  having  discovered  the  applicability  of  the  cow- 
pock  to  the  trradudl  extermination  of  the  small-pox.  The  vac- 
cine innoculation,  thus  recommended,  has  been  introduced  into 
most  of  the  countries  of  Europe.  It  may  fail  as  a  preventive 
in  one  out  of  a  thousand  cases;  but,  even  where  the  small-pox 
may  have  subsequently  appeared,  the  disease  has  been  very 
slio-ht,  compared  with  what  it  usually  was  before  the  use  of  vac- 
cination. 

In  speaking  of  eminent  professors  of  the  healing  art,  I  deem 
it  necessary  to  take  notice  of  the  theories  of  Cullen,  Brown,  and 
Darwin.  The  first  of  these  ingenious  men,  following  in  some 
respects  the  system  of  Hoffman,  a  subject  of  Prussia,  derogated 
from  the  supposed  importance  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
referred  health  and  disease  to  the  state  of  the  solid  moving 
powers,  and  represented  the  brain  as  the  chief  organ  that  in- 
fluenced the  bodily  predicament,  not  only  in  fevers  but  in  other 
disorders.  Brown  founded  his  system  on  the  principle  of  exci- 
tability, and  considered  diseases  as  arising  from  an  excess  or  de- 
Jicienci/oi  that  excitement  which  was  producible  by  the  air,  the 
blood,  heat,  and  particular  kinds  of  aliment,  or  by  passion  and 
muscular  motion.  To  allay  the  former  species  of  indisposition, 
he  recommended  such  medicines  as  would  lower  the  tone,  and 
stimulants  for  the  latter.  Darwin  had  recourse  to  sensorial 
power  for  an  explanation  of  the  causes  of  disease,  and  divided 
that  power  into  irritation,  sensation,  volition,  and  association. 
He  borrowed  both  from  Brown  and  Cullen,  and  added,  from  his 
own  brain,  fanciful  hints,  positions,  and  conclusions.  By  his 
doctrine  man  seems  to  be  rendered  a  mechanical  agent,  im- 
pressed with  feelings  rather  than  endowed  with  reason. 

In  various  branches  of  literature,  a  rich  harvest  was  afforded 
to  the  studious  part  of  the  community.  Burke  philosophically 
analysed  the  sublime  and  beautiful;  so'Tie^i:nes  condescended  to 
record,  in  a  periodical  u  ork,  the  events  of  his  own  time ;  and 
endeavoured  to  promote  a  war  by  the  severity  of  his  strictures 
on  the  Frenc'i  revolution.  He  stooped  to  accept  a  pension  from 
the  hands  of  a  minister  whom  he  had  for  many  years  reproach- 
ed and  reviled  for  his  public  conduct.  Gibbon  wrote  a  florid 
history  of  the  later  times  of  the  Roman  government,  in  which 
he  evinced  acuteness  and  learning,  but  exposed  himself,  by  his 
insinuations  against  Christianity,  to  the  censures  of  divines. 
Dr.  Gillies  produced  a  history  of  Greece  which  will  long  be  read 
with  pleasure  :  Ferguson  ably  narrated  the  affairs  of  the  Roman 
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republic ;  and  Gilbert  Stnart  illustrated  a  remarkable  period  of 
the  history  of  Scotland.  Lord  Lyttleton  trod  the  historic  field 
with  manly  grace:  and  the  inquiries  of  Dalrvmple  and  Mac- 
pherson  threw  light  on  some  important  reigns  in  our  annals:  but 
a  masterly  continuation  of  Hume  is  yet  a  desideratum.  Dr. 
Johnson  preferred  biography  to  general  history  ;  and  his  lives 
of  the  jioets  are  in  high  estimation.  His  dictionary  transcended 
the  merits  of  former  works  of  the  kind  ;  and  his  itambler  fixed 
his  reputation.  Lord  Monboddo  (as  Burnet  the  Scottish  judge 
was  by  courtesy  called)  was  a  learned  writer;  but  his  investiga- 
tion of  the  nature  of  man  and  society  did  not  procure  him  the 
fame  of  judicious  rationality.  His  countrymen,  Adam  Smith 
and  Home  (orlord  Karnes,)  left  memorials  of  iheir  abilities,  that 
promise  to  be  more  permanent  than  his  eccentric  effusions  :  the 
one  examined,  with  a  philosophical  eye,  the  wealth  of  nations, 
and  traced  their  progess  through  every  stage  of  society  ;  the 
other  developed  the  principles  of  taste  and  criticism.  Harris, 
the  father  of  lord  Malmesbury  the  negotiator,  analysed  gram- 
mar by  the  rules  of  logic,  but  was  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  philosophy  of  language  as  Home  Tooke.  Beattie  was  a 
good  critic,  moralits,  and  poet.  Blackstone  concentrated  the 
laws  of  his  country  in  an  elegant  compendium ;  and  sir  William 
Jones  vvas  not  only  an  able  writer  on  the  subject  of  the  la^v,  but 
a  profound  orientalist  and  a  general  scholar.  Professor  White, 
without  visiting  any  eastern  country,  was,  at  an  early  age,  con- 
versant in  the  Arabic  and  Persian  tongues ;  and  his  sermons, 
elevating  Christianity  above  the  religion  of  the  Moslems,  con- 
tributed, by  the  admiration  which  they  excited,  to  procure  him 
a  station  among  the  dignitaries  of  the  church. 

No  poet  of  our  time  can  justly  be  pronounced  equal  to  Pope. 
The  critic  uho  undervalued  that  admired  author  vvas  himself  a 
writer  of  pleasing  verse,  but  did  not  ascend  the  heights  of  Par- 
nassus :  I  mean  Dr.  Joseph  Warton.  His  brother,  the  historian 
of  poetry,  was  a  resjiectable  and  laureated  bard.  Cowper's 
Task  displays  an  interesting  simplicity,  not  always  destitute  of 
strength.  His  biographer  Hayley  has  produced  both  vapid  verse 
and  vigorous  poetry.  The  effusions  of  Burns  are  natural  and 
impressive,  and  make  their  way  to  the  heart.  Bioomfield,  the 
untaught  bard,  treads  firmly  in  the  steps  of  Goldsmith.  Sou- 
they's  Joan  of  Arc  reflects  credit  on  his  genius;  and  the  veteran 
Cumberland  has  not  disgraced  either  himself  or  the  nation  by 
the  sacred  poem  of  Calvary. 

The  genius  of  Chatterton  shone  like  a  meteor,  it  appeared, 
and  quickly  passed  away.  His  forgeries  under  the  name  of 
Rowley  deceived  the  erudite  Jacob  Bryant,  but  w  ere  detected 
by  Tyrwhit  and  Thomas  Warton.  Horace  Walpole  had  per- 
haps an  opportunity  of  saving  the  unfortunate  youth  from  sui- 
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cide  :  but  he  was  not  sufficiently  liberal  to  be  a  pati  n  of  genius. 
In  the  comic  drama,  Sheridan  must  be  mentioned  as  pre-emi- 
nent. His  School  for  Scandal  is  the  best  of  modern  comedies,  if 
we  remove  from  our  consideration  some  obliquities  in  point  of 
moral.  His  Duenna  is  a  lively  and  pleasing  opera:  in  his  Ri  als 
are  some  well-drawn  characters:  his  Pizano,  though  a  piece  of 
patch-work,  is  striking  in  the  representation:  and  his  Critic  is 
an  admirable  satire  on  bombastic  unnatural  tragedies  and  ordi- 
nary authorship.  General  Burgoyne  was  also  a  votary  of  the 
comic  muse,  and  produced  the  Heiress,  an  elegant  and  well- 
written  piece.  The  comedies  of  Reynolds  and  O'Keeff:;  are 
entertaining,  but  too  farcical:  some  of  Morton's  plays  are  more 
interesting*  The  younger  Colman  excels  these  three  writers, 
but  sometimes  adopts  their  ribaldry.  Mrs.  Cowley,  is  also  en- 
titled to  notice  for  her  lively  comedies:  but  those  of  Mrs.  Inch- 
bald  are  more  natural,  and  leave,  in  the  mind  of  the  spectator 
or  the  reader,  a  stronger  impression.  Miss  Baillie's  plays  dis- 
play genius,  taste,  and  feeling. 

The  British  Roscius,  Garrick,  was  succeeded  by  Henderson, 
who,  like  Le  Kain,  overcame,  or  at  least  diminished,  by  art  and 
Study,  the  disadvantages  of  nature,  and  became  an  able  persona- 
tor  of  different  characters.  He  certainly  was  not  eq  .A  to  Gar- 
rick; but  he  shone  in  some  characters  which  his  predecessor  did 
not  attempt,  particularly  that  of  Falstaff".  Kemble  followed  him, 
and,  by  gradual  improvement,  surpassed  his  contemporaries  as 
a  tragedian;  not,  however,  without  sometimes  overstepping  the 
modesty  of  nature  and  violating  the  rules  of  propriety.  The 
admirable  talents  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Siddons,  contributed  to 
the  revival  of  a  taste  for  tragedy,  which  had  for  some  years 
declined.  That  taste  seemed  to  give  way,  in  the  sequel,  to  an 
inclination  for  humorous  comedies,  splendid  ballets,  and  ludi- 
crous pantomines.    X'./^//(?^§to  triumphed  over  il  Pensei'oso. 

In  easy  humour,  and  natural  acting,  Edwin  excelled;  and  the 
younger  Bannister  pleased,  and  still  pleases,  in  a  greater  variety 
©f  comic  characters.  Mrs.  Abington  and  Miss  Farren  (now 
countess  of  Derby)  were  distinguished  in  genteel  comedy,  and 
Mrs.  Jordan  figured  in  the  scenes  of  undisguised  nature. 

The  novelists  who  succeeded  Richardson  produced  few  works 
of  merit,  before  Miss  Burney  (now  madame  d'Arblay)  arose, 
whose  novels,  without  the  coarseness  of  Fielding  or  the  circum- 
stantiality of  the  author  of  Grandison,  are  both  amusing  and  in- 
teresting. Charlotte  Smith  wrote  with  elegance  and  feeling. 
The  productions  of  Mrs.  Radcliffe  are  romantic  without  extra- 
vagance, and  display  an  elevation  of  character  and  sentiment. 
Human  nature  is  well  depicted  by  Dr.  Moore,  whose  novels  of 
Zeluco  and  Edward  may  be  read  with  interest,  while  his  views 
of  society  and  manners  in  different  countries  amuse  and  instruct 
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by  a  display  of  real  life.  The  progress  and  agitations  of  love 
are  not  ill  represented  by  Miss  Lee  and  her  sister;  and  Mrs. 
West  combines  sound  morality  with  pleasing  narration. 

During  the  j)iesidenc\  of  sir  Joshua  Reynolds  over  the  Aca- 
demy of  Arts  founded  b\  his  j)resent  majesty,  some  able  painters, 
sculptors,  and  architects,  graced  the  institution.  These  were 
noticed,  as  well  as  the  new  president  Mr.  West  on  a  former  oc- 
casion. It  may  nou  be  obser\  ed,  that  Wright  was  a  good  land- 
scape painter,  and  particularly  excelled  in  the  representation  of 
fire:  Gainsborough  and  Moreland  delineated  scenes  of  rural  na- 
ture with  ability:  Opie,  a  self-taught  genius,  produced  some  in- 
teresting pieces  :  Hamikon  depicted  the  feniale  figure  with  ele- 
gance; Mortimer  and  Barry  had  a  spirited  pencil.  Laurence  ex- 
cels in  portraits  :  Smirke  in  scenes  of  humor;  Westall  in  land- 
scape; Flaxman  and  W^estniacott  have  great  merit  as  sculptors; 
Banks  also  deserves  praise  in  the  same  branch  of  art;  and  Mrs. 
Dumer  unites  grace  with  strength  in  her  statues  and  groupes. 

While  arts  and  learning  were  thus  securely  cultivated,  God- 
win, Ilolcroft  and  other  writers,  endeavoured  to  propagate  a 
spirit  of  democratic  reform;  but  they  did  not  make  a  great  num- 
ber of  proselytes.  They  w  ere  hostile  to  almost  every  existing 
institution,  and  not  only  censured  gross  abuses,  but  seemed 
disposed  to  root  up  the  wheat  with  the  tare^.  They  strr)ngly 
declaimed  against  war  ;  but  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that, 
even  if  their  form  of  government  had  been  ado])ted.  Mars  and 
Bellona  .vould  still  find  votaries  among  the  directors  of  the  ad- 
ministration. The  world,  I  fear,  will  never  be  governed  by  true 
wisdom  or  real  humanity.  A  !ibition,  folly,  passion,  prejudice, 
and  want  of  principle,  will  perhaps  ever  prevail  among  the 
rulers  of  nations.  The  idea  of  gradual  perfectibility  is  pleasing 
to  the  imagination;  but  no  one  can  confidently  predict  that  it 
will  at  any  time  he  realised. 

The  votaries  of  reform  were  more  numerous  among  secta- 
ries, than  in  the  established  church:  for  those  who  are  disgust- 
ed with  the  pjrevailing  religion,  are  not  likely  to  be  perfectly 
pleased  w  ith  the  ordinary  or  settled  government  of  the  country. 
But  the  greater  part  of  the  middle  class  of  the  community 
seemed  to  deprecate  all  attempts  at  reform,  apprehending  that 
it  might  lead  to  the  triumph  of  the  rabble,  or  of  ambitious  and 
unprinci|)led  demagogues. 

Religion,  as  well  as  politics,  occasioned  various  controver- 
sies. The  Confessional  of  archdeacon  Blackburne  produced 
many  replies,  some  acrimonious,  others  temperate.  The  object 
of  that  work  was  to  prove  that  doctrinal  subscription  was  an 
unjustifiable  tie  upon  the  conscience.  A  contest  also  arose, 
partly  religious  and  partly  philosophical,  on  the  prevalence  of 
free-will  as  opposed  to  necessity.     The  former  doctrine  was 
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more  strongly  supported  than  the  latter;  and  it  appears  to  be 
more  rational.  Another  controversy  related  to  the  preference  of 
public  worship  to  private  prayer.  The  prevailing  practice  u^as 
more  plausibly  defended  than  the  other  mode  was  urged. 

Religion,  in  Great  Britain,  was  less  fervent  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  established  church  than  it  had  formerly  been.  A 
lukewarmness  and  indifference  prevailed  among  the  laity;  and  a 
great  proportion  of  the  clergy  seemed  to  perform  their  ordinary 
duties  with  apathy,  as  if  they  had  religion  in  their  mouths  only, 
and  not  in  their  hearts.  'I'his  want  of  zeal  tended  to  swell  the 
number  of  sectaries,  whose  apparent  earnestness  induced  the 
people  to  believe  that  they  were  more  impressed  with  piety  and 
devotion  than  the  orthodox  ministers.  The  methodists,  in  par- 
ticular, took  advantage  of  the  coolness  of  the  clergy;  and  a  rapid 
multiplication  of  the  votaries  of  grace  and  the  depreciators  of 
good  works  took  place  throughout  the  kingdom.  In  other 
words,  erroneous  doctrines,  and  pretended  sanctity,  injured  the 
interests  of  rational  religion  and  sound  morality. 

The  presbyterians  maintained  their  ground  in  point  of  in- 
fluence, and  continued  to  be  a  more  respectable  body  than  the 
methodists.  They  gradually  became  le-is  rigid  than  they  were 
in  the  last  reign,  and  less  hostile  to  public  amusements  or  diver- 
sions. The  society  oi'Jriends,  or  quakers,  also  relaxed  in  their 
strictness  and  formality.  The  catholics  li\'ed  in  a  more  social 
manner  with  the  protestants,  in  a  great  measure  shook  off  their 
bigotry,  and  were  less  devoted  to  the  authority  of  the  pope. 

In  the  United  Provinces,  the  government  tolerated  every  sect, 
as  both  humanity  and  reason  demand;  removed  some  restraints 
which  seemed  to  have  been  unnecessarily  imposed  upon  liberty; 
and,  more  studiously  than  before,  promoted  the  general  welfare. 
Trade,  though  it  declined,  was  still  the  great  object  of  concern: 
but  the  improvement  of  the  mind  was  not  wholly  neglected. 
Some  men  of  science  and  literary  intellect  arose  during  the  s^vay 
of  the  late  stadt-holder,  and  also  while  die  French  domineered 
over  the  Batavian  republic.  Natural  philosophy  was  cultivated 
by  Van  Marum  and  others:  Nieuwland  was  a  respectable  ma- 
thematician :  and  a  recollection  of  the  fame  of  Boerhaave,  as 
well  as  a  regard  for  the  health  of  the  people,  produced  an  atten- 
tive study  of  anatomy  and  medicine.  Even  poetry  had  its  vota- 
ries in  the  heavy  atmosphere  of  H(^lland  :  Feith  and  Hoe  ifft 
courted  the  muse  with  sufficient  zeal  to  merit  the  approbation 
of  their  countrymen. 

The  Swiss  republic  being  much  less  attached  to  commerce 
than  that  of  Holland,  its  fame  was  greater  in  science.  Among 
the  luminaries  of  the  cantons,  Euler  was  highly  distinguished. 
He  resided  for  the  most  part  in  R;issia;  but  his  labors  and 
discoveries  benefited  all  Europe.     He  plausibly  accounted  for 
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the  tides  of  the  sea,  improved  the  construction  of  ships,  con- 
tributed to  the  perfection  of  the  integral  calculus,  and  resolved 
a  \ariety  of  problems  in  geometry,  physics,  and  astronomy. 
The  philosophers  de  Saussure  and  de  Luc  (for  Genevans  may 
be  reckoned  among  the  Swiss)  were  respectable  geologists ; 
and  they  also  investigated  with  success  the  nature  and  varia- 
tions of  the  atmosphere.  B :)nnet  was  an  able  naturalist  and 
experimental  philosopher.  Haller,  of  Berne,  was  remarkable 
for  his  general  knowledge,  and  particularly  conversant  in  phy- 
siology. By  his  doctrine  of  the  irritability  of  fibres,  indepen- 
dent of  the  nerves,  he  considerably  improved  medical  science  ; 
but  he  did  not  fully  understand  the  theory  of  respiration  or 
that  of  digestion  (Priestley  explained  the  former,  and  Sj)alan- 
zani  the  latter.)  The  younger  Saussure  and  Senebier  may  also 
be  mentioned  among  the  Swiss  votaries  of  science.  In  poetry 
Haller  excelled  ;  and  Mallet  distinguished  himself  as  an  histo- 
rian and  antiquary. 

The  manners  of  the  Swiss  peasants  were  still  frank  and  ho- 
nest, but  less  rough  and  unpolished.  The  gentry  and  burghers 
began  to  be  ashamed  of  their  former  simplicity  of  character,  to 
affect  refinement,  and  to  give  way  to  dissipation.  The  canton 
in  which  the  ancient  manners  were  most  prevalent,  was  that  of 
Appenzel.  The  inhabitants  of  that  territory  were  not  only 
herdsmen  but  manufacturers,  without  the  laxity  of  morals  too 
frequently  attendant  upon  the  people  of  the  latter  description. 
They  lived  on  homely  fare,  and  apparently  had  no  wish  for 
luxuries.  Their  government  was  purely  democratic  ;  and  har- 
mony prevailed  between  the  catholic  and  protestant  members  of 
the  state.  The  success  of  the  French  invasion  occasioned  little 
alteration  in  the  government  of  this  canton. 

The  general  character  of  the  Germans  continued  to  display 
frankness  and  integrity,  industry  and  perseverance  :  but  varia- 
tions of  character  appeared  in  the  different  countries  that 
formed  the  empire.  In  the  circle  of  VV^estphalia,  the  people 
were  more  active  and  industrious  than  in  Bavaria :  in  Saxony, 
behaviour  and  manners  had  less  roughness  than  in  Westphalia 
or  Suabia.  In  the  catholic  principalities,  ignorance,  irrationa- 
liiv,  and  superstition,  were  much  more  observable  than  in  the 
protestant  territories.  In  the  electorate  of  Cologne,  the  people 
were  inferior  in  the  arts  and  accommodations  of  life,  to  almost 
every  other  Germanic  community  ;  and  the  higher  ranks  were 
bigoted,  proud,  indolent,  and  addicted  to  coarse  pleasures.  In 
the  imperial  city  of  Frankfort,  civilization  and  manners  were 
improved  by  the  great  resort  of  strangers  of  distinction.  As- 
sociations for  the  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  for 
friendly  and  convivial  purposes,  were  numeruus  in  that  town; 
and  freedom  of  opinion  so  far  gained  ground,  that  the  Calvin- 


lET.  XVII.  MODERN  EUROPE.  *» 

ists,  in  1790,  were  permitted  by  the  Lutheran  clergy  to  enjoy 
the  public  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  the  restrictions  upon 
catholics  and  Jews  were  at  other  times  diminished.  At  Ham- 
burg the  spirit  of  toleration  was  less  indulgent  than  at  Frank- 
fort ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  equally  hospitable  and  friendly. 
Luxury  made  great  progress  among  them  :  and  it  was  not  un- 
frequentlyaccompanied  with  tasteand  elegance.  The  merchants 
encouraged  science  and  literature  ;  and  their  views  were  pro- 
moted by  the  ability  and  zeal  of  the  professors  Meyer  and 
Lichtenstein.  At  Bremen  the  burghers  were  less  polished,  and 
less  luxurious.  At  Hanover  some  degree  of  refinefisent  was 
mingled  with  comfort.  Berlin  was  the  seat  of  intellectual  ex- 
ertions and  of  moderate  pleasures  ;  while  Dresden  was  the 
abode  of  elegant  sociality.  Weimar  was  distinguished  by  a 
good  police,  and  by  the  agreeable  manners  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  Austrians,  in  the  capital  and  other  great  towns,  were 
fond  of  pleasure,  prone  to  dissipation  and  debauchery.  Pride 
and  stateliness  of  demeanor,  among  the  higher  ranks,  were  re- 
laxed by  the  affability  of  Joseph  :  but  they  did  not  so  readily 
follow  his  example  of  temperance.  Indulgence  was  the  general 
wish  and  the  prevailing  practice.  The  Hungarians  were  less 
patient  under  oppression  than  the  Austrians,  but  not  disloyal. 
They  were  active  in  war,  but  indolent  in  ordinary  life.  The 
northern  Bohemians  were  more  civilized,  industrious,  and  or- 
derly, than  those  of  the  south,  who  had  more  of  the  warlike 
spirit  among  them.  In  Carinthia,  Carniola,  and  Styria,  the 
people  were  simple  in  their  manners,  active,  and  industrious ; 
and  Tyrolese  were  a  bold  and  hardy  race. 

The  sciences  were  pursued  with  vigor  in  many  parts  of  Ger- 
many. Professor  Werner  of  Freyberg  obtained  great  reputation 
as  a  mineralogist.  Dassatisfied  with  Cronstedt's  arrangement, 
he  in  1774  oflfered  to  the  world  a  more  accurate  and  scientific 
classification  from  external  characters.  His  system  was  soon 
adopted  not  only  in  Saxony,  but  in  the  majority  of  the  German 
states  :  and  it  was  also  favorably  received  in  Great  Britain.  The 
structure  of  the  globe  being  diligently  examined  by  Werner,  he 
ably  pointed  out  the  nature  of  rocks,  of  which  it  seems  in  a  great 
measure  to  be  composed,  and  considerably  improved  the  science 
of  geology.  He  conjectured,  that  the  earth  originally  existed  in 
a  state  of  solution,  and  was  entirely  covered  by  the  ocean  ;  that 
this  vast  volume  of  water  was  in  the  sequel  greatly  diminished : 
that  the  contents  of  this  solution  were  chemically  precipitated, 
so  as  to  form  a  class  of  primitive  rocks ;  that  other  rocks,  partly 
of  chemical  formation,  and  partly  of  mechanical  deposition,  fol- 
lowed, during  the  transition  of  the  globe  into  a  habitable  state ; 
that  different  species  of  rocks  were  formed  while  the  water  was 
settling  after  the  deluge  ;  and  that  alluvial  deposits  afterwards 
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arose  from  various  masses,  worn  clown  by  the  united  influence 
of  air  anci  water.  This  thec^ry  has  been  stroni^ly  recommended 
and  scientifically  ilhistrated  by  Jameson,  a  Scotish  profes^jor ; 
and,  although  it  is  not  unobjectionable  (for  it  is  not  a  subject 
that  can  admit  absolute  demonstration,  or  be  brought  to  a  deci- 
sion universally  satisfactory),  it  gains  ground  among  philosophi- 
cal observers. 

An  eminent  disciple  of  Werner  was  professor  Leske,  whose 
celebrated  collection  of  minerals,  enlari^ed  by  Karsten,  the  uni- 
versity of  Dublin  purchased.  Other  mineralogists  of  Germany 
strongly  supported  Werner's  arrangements  ;  and  that  of  Hauy, 
the  French  investigator,  who  classified  minerals  according  to 
their  crystallisation,  did  not  supersede  it.  Klaproth,  Margraaf, 
and  Raspe,  may  also  be  classed  among  skilful  observers  of  fossil 
productions;  and  baron  Born  (though  not  strictly  a  German, 
being  properly  a  Transylvanian)  may  be  mentioned  as  an  im- 
prover of  the  mineralogic  science,  and  of  the  art  of  metallurgy. 

Ingenhousz,  the  physician,  and  von  Humboldt,  apj)lied  with 
success  to  chemistry  and  botany  i  Gartner  was  particularly  con- 
versant in  the  latterscience:  BUimenbach  wasan  able  naturalist: 
Bode,  Burchhardt,  and  von  Zach,  distinguished  themselves  as 
astronomers. 

The  philosophy  of  the  metaphysician  Kant  must  not  pass 
without  notice.  He  ascribes  to  man  a  sensitive  faculty,  or  theo- 
retical reason,  enabling  him  to  form  perceptions  of  space  and 
time  ;  practical  reason,  or  judgment ;  and  rational  fdiih.  On 
these  points  the  Prussian  professor  and  his  disciple  have  poured 
forth  a  series  or  rather  a  variety  of  jargon,  obscuring  a  doubtful 
subject  on  pretence  of  removing  its  difficulties.  Mr.  Dugald 
Stewart  is  preferable  metaphysician  :  yet  many  readers  may 
plausible  assail  his  speculations,  and  a  much  greater  number 
perhaps,  cannot  comprehend  their  precise  import. 

In  the  del/es /ettres  the  Germans  excelled  during  his  period. 
Besides  Klopstock,  whom  some  of  hisadmirei  s  have  panegyrised 
as  the  Milton  of  Germany,  Gellert,  Gleim,  Wieland,  and  Voss, 
shone  as  poets :  Schiller,  Goethe,  and  Lessing,  distinguish  them- 
selves in  tragic  composition:  the  two  last  also  courted  the  comic 
muse  with  success  :  Kotzebue  produced  plays,  novels,  and  ac- 
counts of  travels,  with  a  rapid  pen  :  Augustus  La-Fontaine  was 
his  rival  in  the  second  of  these  branches  of  writing,  and  was  less 
inattentive  to  moral  purity  than  were  many  of  his  countrymen. 
Reiske,  Ernesti,  Heyne  Wolft',  Ruhnken,  Brunck,  and  a  ninne- 
rous  body  of  scholars,  illustrated  the  classics  by  critical  sagacity, 
and  displayed  multifarious  erudition.  Schmidt,  Muller  Schiller, 
and  others,  appeared  with  honor  in  the  historic  walk  :  Herder,  in 
criticism  and  miscellaneous  composition,  polished  his  native  lan- 
guage, interested  the  public ;  and  Mendelshon  obtained  the  honor 
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of  being  styled  the  Plato  of  Germany ;  an  appellation  which 
has  also  been  conferred  on  Herder.  Lichtenbery;  is  called,  by 
Matthisson,  the  most  witty  of  the  German  writer^ ;  and  his  ex- 
traordinary extent  of  knowledge  is  mentioned  with  admiration 
by  the  same  critic,  who  thinks  that  only  Lessing  excelled  him  in 
an  union  of  wit  and  taste  w ith  multifarious  attainments.  Zim- 
mermann,  of  Hanover,  was  an  able  physician,  a  worthy  man, 
and  an  esteemed  writer.  Meiners  improved  Gibbon's  history 
by  a  regular  survey  of  the  progressive  manners,  arts',  and  in- 
stitutions of  the  Romans;  and  he  exercised  his  pen  with  skill 
in  varied  composition. 

Sweden  also  was  not  undistinguished  in  science.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  suggestions  of  Linnasus,  Walleiius  endeavoured 
to  regulate  and  classify  the  mineral  kingdom.  Constradt  more 
accurately  performed  the  same  task.  Sir  Torbern  Bergman 
was  still  more  famed  as  a  mineralogist.  He  united  experimental 
analysis  with  mathematical  reasoning,  and  became  a  very  able 
chemist.  Scheele  was  an  apothecary  ;  but  he  soard  above  the 
orbit  of  his  profession,  and  was  perhaps  the  greatest  chemical 
philosopher  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  New  acids,  airs, 
earths,  and  minerals,  were  discovered  by  his  sagacity:  by  him 
the  arts  of  analysis  was  improved,  and  the  boundaries  of  useful 
knowledge  were  greatly  extended.  Thunberg,  Sparrman,  Ko- 
nig,  and  Retz,  excelled  as  naturalists  ;  Menanderheilm  and 
Wargentin  shone  as  astronomers.  Lagerbring  wrote  history 
with  ability;  the  count  de  Freutz  was  a  good  poet;  and  Gusta- 
vus  in.  produced  comedies  not  destitue  of  merit.  In  the  picto- 
rial art,  no  men  of  great  eminence  appeared;  but,  in  sculpture, 
a  pupil  of  Archeveque,  the  French  statuary,  soard  above  all 
his  contemporaries  in  the  north.  I  mean  Sergei,  whose  statues 
of  Gustavus  and  his  son,  figure  of  Venus,  and  representation 
of  Psyche  imploring  pardon  of  Cupid  for  having  attempted 
to  murder  him,  are  justly  admired  for  spirit,  precision,  and 
grace.  Gustavus  was  a  patron  of  the  fine  arts,  and  of  po- 
lite literature;  and  he  founded  an  academy,  in  1786,  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  Swedish  language,  eloquence,  and  poetry. 

From  the  Swedes  to  a  nation  of  the  same  origin  the  transi- 
tion is  easy.  The  mutual  animosity  between  them  and  the 
D^ines,  neither  that  consideration  nor  any  other  circumstances 
have  wholly  extinguished:  but  it  declines  in  keenness  and  aspe- 
rity. It  is  yet  cherished,  but  less  strongU',  bv  the  vivacity  of 
one  nation  and  the  phlegm  of  the  other.  Gur>tavus  III.  encour- 
aged the  social  turn  of  his  subjects,  by  mingling  with  their  par- 
ties of  entert./mment;  and  his  court  was  less  dull  than  that  of 
Copenhagen.  H's  government,  however,  tended  to  repress  that 
energv  of  character  which  the  Swedes  had  displayed  while  the 
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states  of  the  realm  were  in  full  power,  and  which  had  given 
them  a  superiority  over  the  humbled  Danes.  Both  courts  en- 
couraged industry;  but  the  Danes,  having  a  better  soil  and  cli- 
mate, and  being  more  assisted  by  foreigners,  who  received 
greater  encouragement  among  them  than  in  Sweden,  prospered 
more  than  their  neighbours  in  agriculture  and  various  manufac- 
tures. For  the  encouragement  of  those  pursuits,  a  society  was 
instituted  at  Copenhagen  in  the  year  1769,  agreeing  in  its  plan 
with  that  of  London.  When  the  prince-royal  began  to  act  as 
regent,  he  particularly  provided  for  the  education  of  the  poor, 
and  also  promoted  general  improvement.  Under  his  sway, 
Bugge  and  Wurbieg  cultivated  mathematics  and  astronomy  : 
Fabricius  applied  himself  to  zoology,  Vahl  to  botany  ;  Suhm. 
Guldberg,  and  Egger,  attended  to  the  claims  of  history;  Ewald 
and  Baggesen  courted  the  muses;  Warnsted  and  Rosenstand, 
without  equaling  their  predecessor  Holberg,  gratified  the  pre- 
vailing taste  of  their  countrymen  for  the  drama:  and  Abelgaard 
and  Hoyer  were  interesting  painters. 

Not  only  the  efforts  of  Peter  the  Great  to  civilise  the  Russi- 
ans had  rather  a  partial  than  a  general  effect,  but  the  less  pre- 
cipitate endeavours  of  the  second  Catharine  were  not  altogether 
so  successful  as  she  wished.  The  bulk  of  the  people  remained 
in  a  state  of  gross  ignorance:  even  the  majority  of  the  ecclesias- 
tics were  illiterate  and  uninformed  :  only  a  small  proportion  of 
the  number  of  merchants  and  tradesmen  (about  the  year  1779) 
could  either  read  or  write;^  and  many  of  the  gentry,  in  their 
manners,  exhibited  a  mixture  of  coarseness  and  refinement.  If 
the  government  had  been  free,  the  Russians  would  have  been 
sooner  civilised. 

Their  religion  as  it  was  practised,  seemed  to  be  a  mass  of 
superstitious  ceremonies  and  observances.  The  roskolniks^  or 
sectaries,  also  paid  a  greater  attention  to  form  than  to  sub- 
stance, vvhile  they  complained  of  the  corruption  of  ancient  or- 
thodoxy by  the  modern  Greek  church.  The  czarina  endea- 
voured, but  with  little  effect,  to  remove  the  prejudices  in  favour 
of  ceremonies.  Such  a  reform  must  be  the  work  of  time. 

Under  the  sway  of  that  princess,  however,  many  of  the  Rus- 
sians directed  their  attention  to  the  sciences,  and  cultivated 
mathematics,  astronomy,  physics,  and  natural  history,  with  zeal 
and  success.  Rotelnikyff,  Rumoffski,  Lepekhin,  Razumoffski, 
and  Guldenstadt  distinguished  themselves  among  these  votaries 
of  science.  Pallas  may  here  be  mentioned,  because  he  was  a 
professor  in  the  academy  of  Petersburg,  although  he  was  by 
birth,  a  subject  of  Prussia.  His  labors  as  a  naturalist  procured 
him  high  and  extensive  reputation.  Gmelin  was  also  a  Ger- 
man, but  he  flourished  under  the  czarina's  patronage. 

3  They  reckoned  (says  Mr.  Coxe)  by  beads  strung  upon  wires. 
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Agricijliure  and  the  mechanic  arts  were  improved  in  the 
same  rei^.  A  society  for  the  promotion  of  the  former  pursuit 
was  instituted  in  1765,  and  many  young  Russians  were  sent  to 
England  to  acquire  a  practical  knowledge  of  it.  Geography  and 
statistics  were  also  studied  with  eagerness  and  proficiency. 

The  composition  of  history  was  promoted  among  the  Russians 
by  the  zeal  of  professor  Muller.  Prince  Cherbatoff  proved  him- 
self to  be  an  al^le  historian:  G<,:)likofF,  Yelaghin,  and  Tumanski, 
also  excelled  in  that  branch  of  literature.  In  poetry,  after  the 
death  of  celebrated  LumonosofF,  who  wrote  u  ith  originality 
and  spirit,  Sumorokoff  bore  away  the  palm.  The  latter  parti- 
cularly shone  in  the  drama :  and  his  pieces  derived  additional 
recommendation  from  the  skill  of  Volkof,  the  Garrick  of  Rus- 
sia. Kniceshnin  increased  the  stock  of  interesting  plays  :  the 
comedies  of  Van- Viesin  remind  the  reader  of  Moliere.  Ders- 
chaven,  KheraskofF,  and  Karamsin,  are  pleasing  poets. 

The  painters  who  exercised  their  skill  in  Russia,  were  chiefly 
Germans  :  but  KoslofFand  Levitski  were  natives;  the  former  of 
"whom  excelled  in  historical  pieces,  the  other  portraits.  In 
sculpture  and  architecture,  Ivanoff  and  Staroff"  may  be  particu- 
larised as  eminent ;  but  they  were  surpassed  by  French  and  Ita- 
lian residents.  In  instrumental  music,  the  Russians  were  not 
unskilled  ;  but  they  did  not  shine  as  composers.  Maresch,  a 
Bohemian,  invented  for  them  a  peculiar  entertainment,  derived 
from  the  blowing  of  twenty  (sometimes  fifty)  horns,  of  regular- 
ly varid  size,  with  the  same  tone.  This  is  denominated  the 
Russian  hunting  music ;  and  complicated  airs  are  thus  perform- 
ed with  an  accuracy  which  would  hardly  be  expected,  and  with 
impressive  and  interesting  effect. 

Poland  was  formerly  more  distinguished  by  general  literature 
than  by  science.  The  latin  language,  eloquence,  and  history, 
were  the  chief  objects  of  attention  to  those  who  wished  to  be  in- 
structed, or  to  shine  ;  but,  under  the  government  of  Stanislaus, 
natural  philosophy  was  cultivated  by  many  of  the  gentry  :  me- 
dicine was  more  eagerly  studied;  and  science  was  rendered  sub- 
servient to  the  improvement  of  the  mechanic  arts.  The  czari- 
na, in  those  parts  of  Poland  which  she  seized,  more  strenuously- 
promoted  the  same  objects.  Kaminiec  she  endowed  a  college 
for  the  study  of  various  sciences,  and  erected  schools  in  some 
other  towns.  She  also  srave  viaror  to  the  manufactures  which 
had  been  already  introduced,  particularly  those  of  lace,  silk, 
and  velvet,  and  brought  forward  new  branches  for  the  employ- 
ment of  her  new  subjects. 

The  manners  of  the  Turks  have  been  less  altered  in  a  long 
course  of  years  than  those  of  any  other  European  nation.  They 
are  still  nearly  the  same  ignorant,  prejudiced,  and  bigoted  race, 
the  same  half-civilised  community,  that  insulted  human  nature 
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under  the  sway  of  an  Ibrahim  or  a  Morad.  Their  lajte  suhans 
have  endeavoured  to  introduce  amoni^  them  some  oi'  the  arts 
and  practices  of  the  Christian  nations  :  but  such  attempts  have 
been  ahiiost  nup;atory  in  their  eft'ects. 

Of  the  illiteracy  im|)uted  to  the  subjects  of  the  grant  sio;nor, 
there  is  sufficient  proof;  but  it  is  not  so  general  or  so  gross  as 
it  has  been  represented.  To  all  the  mosques  founded  by  dift'er- 
ent  sultans,  academies  are  annexed,  in  some  of  whom  a  great 
number  of  students  are  longed  and  supported.  Before  the  con- 
flagration in  1782,  the  great  schools  in  Constantinople  exceeded 
five  hundred  ;  and  those  in  which  only  reading  and  writing  (be- 
sides the  principles  of  religion)  v*  ere  taught,  were  reckoned  at 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  fi\e.  At  the  same  time, 
thirteen  libraries  were  open  to  the  pubhc  in  that  capital.  The 
books  which  they  contained  were  not  printed  ;  for  only  one 
press  was  then  at  work,  and  feu  productiuns  issued  from  it. 

Bv  the  oj)pression  which  the  Greeks  suffer  under  the  Turkish 
sway,  their  genius  is  so  restrained,  that  their  faculties  have  not 
fair  play.  The  arts  which  signaHzed  ancient  Greece  are  in  a 
very  imperfect  state  among  the  modern  inhabitants,  who  might, 
however,  under  a  just  and  enlightened  government,  be  soon 
roused  t(;  emulation,  and  to  a  spirited  exercise  of  their  powers. 
The  line  forms  of  ancient  sculpture  are  still  recognised  among 
their  women  ;  and  both  sexes  ha\  e  a  greater  quickness  of  ap- 
prehension than  the  Turks,  and  a  pleasing  vivacity  of  disposi- 
tion. They  are  represented  as  crafty,  faithless,  and  revenge- 
ful ;  but  these  bad  qualities  find  a  ))aUiati\e  in  the  tyranny  to 
uhich  they  are  exposed.  Their  religion  is  degraded  by  idle 
ceremonies  and  superstitious  practices,  which  the  Romanists 
cannot  fairly  reprehend,  but  w hich  a  protestant  writer  may  rea- 
sonably censure. 

Italy,  less  degenerate  than  Greece,  and  less  enslaved,  did  not 
neglect  the  sciences  or  the  arts.  Beccaria  (not  the  reformer  of 
the  penal  system)  incjuired  into  the  nature  of  air  and  light,  and 
acutely  investigated  the  electrical  philosophy ;  V^olta  and  Valli 
also  studied  this  branch,  and  endeavoured  to  demonstrate  its 
connexion,  with  an  influence  or  principle  discovered  by  Galvani, 
who,  by  the  use  of  metals,  had  produced  a  kind  of  action  in  dead 
animals.  Fontana  was  an  able  mathematician ;  Si)alanzani  stu- 
died the  physiology  of  animals  and  vegetal)les,  and  was  a  saga- 
cious geologist :  Fabroni  cultivated  mineralogy  ;  Piazzi  was  con- 
versant in  astronomy  ;  and  Vassalli  was  not  a  despicable  philo- 
sopher. Boscovisch,  the  Ragusan,  who,  from  residing  chiefly 
in  Italy,  may  be  classed  among  the  scientific  ornaments  of  that 
country,  was  a  celebrated  mathematician,  and  an  advocate  for 
the  corpuscular  system,  referring  the  origin  of  the  world  to 
atoms,  w  hich  had  not  only  passive  laws  of  motion,  but  also  ac- 
tive principles,  implanted  by  the  great  author  of  nature. 
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Poets,  historians,  and  artists,  at  the  same  time  flourished  in 
Italy.  Battoni,  the  painter,  was  the  rival  of  Menajs  :  Tiepolo 
and  Casanova  had  also  considerable  merit.  Paesiello,  Cimaro- 
sa,  and  other  composers  of  elegant  music,  extended  their  fame 
over  Europe  :  but  there  are  many  who  prefer  the  music  of  Gluck 
the  German,  Haydn,  and  Mozart  to  that  of  the  Italians. 

The  manners  of  the  Italians  may  be  supposed  to  vary,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  number  of  different  governments.     The  inha- 
bitants of  the  Milanese  duchy,  before  the  French  revolution, 
were  the  most  social  people  in  Italy  ;  and  they  still  bear  the 
same  character.    The  Piedmontese  were  bigoted,  but  cheerful 
and  obliging  to  strangers.     In  the  Genoese  state,  the  nobles 
were  proud  and  ignorant,  insocial,  and  meanly  parsimonious  : 
the  people  were  deceitful  and  vindictive,  but  sober  and  indus- 
trious.    The  Venetians  were  particularly  fond  of  amusement 
and  buffoonery;  a  propensity  which  the  government  encouraged 
from  motives  of  jealousy.  In  Tuscany,  a  frankness  of  manners 
prevailed  ;  and  the  ladies  of  Florence  were  unaffected  in  their 
deportment,  lively  and  affable.  Industry  was  more  characteris- 
tic of  the  people  of  Lucca  than  of  the  Italians  in  general.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  ecclesiastical  state  were  indolent,  revegeful, 
and  more  religious  than  moral.  Gaming  was  a  fashionable  pro- 
pensity among  the  Neapolitans  ;  and  amorous  sensuality  de- 
graded their  character.  To  the  people  of  Abruzza  better  dispo- 
sitions are  ascribed  than  to  the  other  provincials  ;   and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Sicilians  are  represented  as  more  deceitful  and 
cruel  than  the  occupants  of  the  Neapolitan  portion  of  the  Italian 
peninsula. 

Charles  III.  of  Spain  was  disposed  to  be  an  encourager  of  the 
arts  and  sciences;  but  their  progress  was  retarded  by  indolence 
and  prejudice.  Various  branches  flourished  more,  however, 
under  his  swtiy  and  that  of  his  son,  than  in  the  reigns  of  his 
father  and  brother.  The  medical  and  chirurgical  arts,  indeed, 
made  little  progress,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  professors: 
they  pursued  the  old  routine  of  practice,  without  a  zeal  for  im- 
provement. Villalba  and  som.e  others,  however,  were  respecta- 
ble physicians.  Cavanilles  was  a  good  botanist ;  Izquierdo  was 
a  more  general  naturalist.  Elhujar  was  a  mineralogist,  and 
Betancourt  a  mechanist ;  and  Pignatelli  distinguished  himself 
by  his  concern  in  the  canal-of  Arragon.  In  the  former  of  these 
modern  reigns,  the  arts  of  painting  and  sculpture  were  resusci- 
tated from  the  ashes  under  which  they  had  been  in  a  manner  bu- 
ried at  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Mengs, 
who  was  born  a  subject  of  Austria,  was  patronised  by  the  Spa- 
'  nish  court,  and  adorned  the  churches  and  palaces  with  valuable 
pictures.  Vergara,  Bayeu,  and  Maella,  produced  some  ad(nired 
paintings  :  Goya  pleasingly  delineated  the  provincial  costume 


446  THE  HISTORY  OF  part  hi. 

and  games:  and  Estevan  and  Acuna  excelled  in  portraits.  Ver- 
gara  was  an  able  sculptor,  and  Capuz  and  Martinez  shone  in 
the  same  branch  of  art.  Polite  literature  was,  at  the  same 
time,  cultivated  \\ith  zeal  by  some  individuals,  if  not  bv  a  great 
number  of  votaries.  The  count  de  Camponianes,  the  politi- 
cal economist,  distinguished  himself  as  an  historian  :  iMasdeu, 
Clavigero,  and  Munoz,  also  acquired  fame  by  historic  compo- 
sition. 

The  spirit  of  Catholicism  still  prevailed  among  the  Spaniards; 
but  their  zeal  was  not  so  intolerant  as  it  had  been.  Charles  111. 
manifested  superstitious  weakness,  without  the  cruelty  of  a 
bigot.  He  repressed  the  tyranny  of  the  clerii^y,  and  put  a  stop 
to  inquisitorial  barbarity"*.  The  light  which  was  diflftised  by 
Feyjoo  removed,  from  the  minds  (^f  many  of  his  countrymen, 
the  darkness  of  prejudice,  and  renderea  the  prevalence  of  error 
less  general,  not  only  in  religious  points,  but  in  the  affliirs  of  po- 
litical and  civil  economy.  The  king  w?s  not  so  far  converted 
by  the  hints  of  that  judicious  writer,  as  to  beco-ne  an  enlight- 
ened monarch;  but,  while  he  reformed  abuses  in  the  state,  he 
also  checked  some  religious  absurdities.  He  suppressed  a  great 
number  of  processions,  which  only  served  to  draw  his  people 
from  their  useful  occupations.  He  endeavoured  to  explode  the 
idea  either  that  the  pope  had  a  right  to  control  his  subjects  in 
temporal  affairs,  or  that  true  religion  was  compatible  with  the 
clerical  profligacy. 

Pride  and  gravity  were  yet  apparent  among  the  features  of 
the  Spanish  character:  slowness  in  proceeding  to  action,  and 
indolence,  were  also  very  common;  but  the  last  habit  was  not  so 
general  as  to  include  the  Catalonians  or  the  provincials  of  Bis- 
cay. Pride  did  not  preclude  frequent  displays  of  obliging  affa- 
bility, nor  did  gavity  wholly  extinguish  that  gaiety  which 
seemed  only  to  wait  for  an  occasion  of  showing  itself.  Jealousy, 
relinquished  by  the  men,  transferred  itself  to  the  other  sex,  and 
rendered  the  married  ladies  particularly  anxious  to  secure  the 
constancy  of  their  cortejos,  or  those  gallants  who  with  the  con- 
nivance of  their  husbands,  attended  them  on  almost  every  occa- 
sion. That  these  connexions  w  ere  then,  or  are  now,  always 
criminal,  1  am  not  so  censorious  as  to  affirm;  but  that  they  very 
frequently  led  to  actual  guilt,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  when 
the  amorous  di.^position  and  voluptuous  propensities  of  the 
Spaniards  are  taken  into  consideration. 

The  prevailing  taste  for  bull  fights  (or  bull  feasts)  did  not 
yield  to  tiiat  comj  araiive  mildness  of  manners  which  occasioned 
a  decline  of  the  horrihjc  practice  of  private  revenge  or  assassi- 
nation. Persons  of  both  sexes  and  all  ranks  eagerly  flocked  to 
behold  these  scenes:  virgins,  it  has  been  said,  would  sometimes 

4  He  suffered,  however,  a  reputed  wndi  lo  be  burned  alive  at  Seville,  in  1780. 
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even  barter  their  chastity  for  the  means  of  admission.  Charles 
III.,  disgusted  at  such  exhibitions,  prohibited  them  from  being 
so  frequently  repeated  as  they  had  been  :  but  they  were  rather 
encoura<^ed  than  checked  by  his  son'. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  gay  nations  are  fond  of  serious 
plays,  and  grave  nations  of  mirthful  pieces.  The  Spaniards 
seem  to  prefer  the  latter:  yet  they  are  attentive  to  good  trage- 
dies, and  are  pleased  with  those  of  the  modern  dramatists,  Aya- 
la,  Cienfuegos,  and  Quintano.  The  tragic  productions  of  the 
elder  Moratin,  however,  do  not  please  them  so  much  as  the 
comedies  of  his  son. 

Fxtemporaneous  poets, — not  equal,  however,  to  the  improvi- 
^cf on  of  Italy, — are  not  uncommon  in  Spain.  The  language  is 
not  ill  adapted  to  poetry  :  it  admits  many  variations  of  form,  is 
sonorous,  and  not  deficient  in  melody.  Among  the  more  regular 
poets  may  be  reckoned  Yriarte,  Melandez,  and  Ariaza.  The 
first  is  also  an  historian. 

Portugal  exhibited  some  improvements  in  this  period,  but  in 
the  arts  and  sciences,  fell  beneath  the  merits  of  almost  every  na- 
tion in  Europe.  The  populace  of  that  country  have  been  stig- 
matised as  a  despicable  set :  but  they  have  been  more  severely 
censured  than  they  deserve.  They  have  been  represented  as 
deplorably  ignorant,  base,  cowardly,  vindictive,  treacherous, 
and  unprincipled.  Undoubtedly  there  are  many  individuals  of 
that  description  ;  but  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  it  may  be  presum- 
ed, cannot  justly  be  so  characterised.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
northern  provinces  are,  in  general,  frank,  honest,  and  industri- 
ous; and  the  spirit  of  jealousy  declines  among  them®.  In  the 
southern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  people  do  not  maintain  so 
good  a  character  :  they  are  more  ceremonious  than  sincere, 
more  indolent  than  active,  and  more  disposed  to  give  way  to 
their  passions. 

The  progress  of  knowledge  was  long  checked  among  the  Por- 
tuguese :  but  it  seems  now  to  be  reviving.  Many  of  the  gentry, 
and  even  some  of  the  clergy,  are  endeavouring  to  promote  such 
reforms  as  may  gradually  rescue  their  country  from  the  reproach 
of  ignorance.  Superstition  and  prejudice  lose  ground:  and  more 
rational  ideas  of  religion,  government,  civil  and  social  economy, 
are  beginning  to  diffuse  their  light. 

Here  let  me  close  this  survey.  I  hope,  my  dear  son,  that  my 
progressive  statements  and  incidental  observations  have  given 
you  just  ideas  of  the  history  of  our  own  times.  That  a  fund  of 
varied  information  has  been  imparted  in  this  continuatory  vo- 

5  They  were,  however,  suppressed  by  this  prince  in  1805. 

6  There  is  no  cofintrv  in  EnroiK-  (says  Boii-tri-ii-g  )  wiii  i-r  fewer  jealous  husbands  can  be 
found.    IhVest pas  de pays  en  Europe  qui  compie  moina  de  maris  ja/oxicr. 
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lume,  cannot  be  denied  :  but  it  is  not  equally  certain  that  you 
have  been  highly  amused  or  deeply  interested.  Leaving  those 
points  to  your  unbiassed  judgment,  I  shall  conclude  with  a  gene- 
ral remark.  Within  the  time  described  in  these  letters,  such 
have  been  the  improvements  in  education,  in  the  arts,  elegan- 
cies, and  accommodations  of  life,  that  if  the  French  revolution 
had  not  intervened,  and  diffused  its  venom  over  Europe,  the 
state  of  society  would  have  been  meliorated,  and  the  happiness 
of  nations  augmented,  beyond  the  boasted  pretensions  of  the 
most  favoured  period  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 


END  OF  VOLUME  V. 
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